
I. INTRODUCTION. 

Tobacco has never been grown to any great extent in 

Trinidad, but many years ago a certain amount was produced, 

mostly from the Siparia district where the soil and climate were 

considered to be most suitable for the crop. Later, in the early 

'nineties, it is recorded that a consignment of "very excellent 

tobacco of fine quality" was sent to the Imperial Institute and 

sold in London. This was grown from Cuban seed and was suitable 

for cigar wrappers, binders and fillers. About fifteen or 

twenty years ago interest in the crop appears to have revived, 

and more recently some good tobacco is said to have been grown 

in the vicinity of Port of Spain. These appear to be the only 

records of tobacco growing in the Island, and now, except for a 

few plants in an occasional peasant's garden, the only place 

where the crop is grown is at the Imperial College of Tropical 
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Agriculture, St.Augustine. ' ' 

Tobacco was first grown at the College in 1923, when 

a few plants were put in for demonstration purposes. The next 

year seed of various kinds was obtained from Canada, and from 

this the varieties now grown at the College were produced by 

selection and selfing. By 1926, really good plants were being 

grown, and it was decided that the pipe and the darker cigarette 

types were the most profitable. Samples of cured tobacco were 

sent to the local cigarette factory and to the Imperial Tobacco 

Co., Bristol, with fairly encouraging results. Yields were 

satisfactory, and at Trinidad prices the crop proved to be a 

very profitable one, and a small acreage is now regularly grown 

on the farm. 

The production of a good bulk of Tobacco was found 

to offer no particular difficulty, but the quality often left 
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much to be desired. This was largely due to the lack of curing 

facilities, but during the past season, 1929-30, a special 

curing-barn was erected, and investigations were carried out 

with a view to gaining knowledge as to how the tobacco could 

be improved, particularly as regards quality, and it is the 

purpose of the pres ent paper to give an account of the work 

done and the conclusions reached. 


