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l: EWS 00 IT:-:I:~. TARY 
For transmission on 

I c1-1 Year ' P ay , 196 

tuesday Jan 1, 1963 at 6 .15p . m 
Peter 'brahams speaking 

Goo evening : And a very happy .i:!e,; Year to all of yo . T :1is is 

the first 'ay of the Xew Year anr'I I al1 ·ays find this tbe rr.ost exc ting 

and the ,nost challenci115 ay of the year . \lb.en I was younger I used 

to make a lot of noble resol~tions on tbs day , n if I ha execut4~ 

or lived up to a tentn of those resolutions by the 31st of December 

I ali·ays felt trat I rcid had a goo, year . .i.~ow I ma~ e very few reo.oluti: 

~erha~s two or three - b1 t I do try to live up to every one of them . 

But now , being older , I a not satisfied unless I live up to l0ast 

75; of those resolutions . 

Anyway , if I ho the : wer to make them , an. the power to see 

that they cone true , these ar the resolutions I wo ld rnnt t o make 

oh behalf of Jcmaica on this irst day of the New Year . 

First , that the peacefulness with which this country has seen 

the great changes of the past feu years should continue in tris year 

and in the future o We need peace - peace in the sreat wide wor l d -

and peace inside the Jar.mican society if we are to carry out the 

big job of creating the goo society in which each citizen will be 

assure his daily bread , his home · and his sense of sec~'ri ty . So let 

1963 be a year of peace , internal ly and ext:ernal ly . 

And let s resolve to create better economic conditions for the 

ma j otty of Jamaicans this ye r . But creatin13 better economic 

con itions does not mean taking from one section of the soc i ety to 

give to another . In ~ society l ike ours a certa n amount of t,_is 

sort of thins has to be done . But to simply take from the ' Haves ' in 

order to give to the ' have- nots ' will not solve our problems . 
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The real ans,er to our problems is to make better use of rhat we 

have and to share the fruits of our labour ~ore equally : an this , 

in practical terms , can be reduced to certain specific lines of action 
in Agriculture and 

M + our farmers must grow more of the food we need; t ~ our mar etin 

' must be so well organised that we can se 1 this food to the people at 

the , est price possible(!) :t:N..XEE+ I think that if fie succeed in doing 

this for our agriculture it will make a world of difference to almost 

every sector of the economy . So , in terms of agriculture , let us 

resolv e to foe ourselves off our own land in 1963 o The money we ,,rill 

save if we do this can then be used for all the urgent social servic·es 

we need . But to do this we wi ll have to greatly increase the efficienc 

of our agriculture • 

. And let our mercantile community resolve to be satisfied with a 

modest mark- up in 1963; and let our workers resolve to give a full - da~ 

work for a full day I s :pay; and let both the unions and the eployers ' 
I 

org nisations resolve to put the interests of country above the 

sectional interests of their members ; and let our }: . P . s an leaders 

resolve to set an example to the rest of us by the way they behave 

in and out of parliament ; and let all of us resolve to uphold the 

dignity of our leaders and our institutions during 1963 . 

Above all , let us resolve to work for whatever we want . There 

is no other way for any individual or any society . There are no Big 

Daddj:es to give us ban - outs . If we uant to make Jamaica prosperous 

and secure and self- supporting , then we must roll up our sleeves and 

do it ourselves . here are still too many of us who look to others 

to do things for us, or who look for easy shortcuts to personal or 

national prosperity: let us put this sort of thinking behind us in 

1963 . The ·way ahead demands hard vrork from all of us : so , a rOf:! f.) erous 

hard- working ~ew Year to all of you . Goodnight o 
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.r O 623 1) Pers nalities of the Year 
2) Ransomed Cuban Prisoners 

~ ~ ~ -:rr.----:rre-t'!o'~~~ ~ 

J:. sws CQMlll'li'ffil'TI 

For trans mi ssion on 
\' ednesday Jan at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams spee.king 

Good evening : I do not think it is possible for me to s ingle 

out one individual in Jamaica whose a chievements in 196~ were 

sufficiently outstandi ng for h im or her to be described as the man 

or woman of the year . Pl ease remember that both Sir Al exander Bustaman· 

and 1r . rorman Hanley are excluded . So , let me instead name the 

peop le who seem to me to have made signifcant contributions in the 

year just pas t . Al ibfuough he is no longer with us , Sir Kenneth 

Blacburne comes to mind for t he graceful an humble and war mhearted 

manner in wh ch he dischar ged his duties as the ast of the imperial 

representatives . Next I think I!r . Theodore Seal deserves special 

mention for the manner in wh ch he organise the I ndpenaence 

Celebr tions . I think he did a first - claes job and deserves the 

t hanks of all of us • .Another person ax who did an excee ingly 

fine job for Janaica in particu l ar and the West Indies in gene r a l 
wor1rnd 

was Sir Robert Kirkwood who Ni: XKNXKEi so har . to get those extra 

sug r allocations from the Uni t ed t ates . 

If I am reluctant to mention anybody on the political f ront it 

is simply because the new· government h sno t really go t going yet: 

l 'r . Shearer made a cood impre ssion at the Uniter1 :r"'tions , ana t:r . 
Linistry 

Lightbourne ' s/NKN has made the most news in Jcmaica . But not enoug 

has yet happened to say any more than that . I think I' • Stanley 

Payton the head of the Bank of Jamaica, -;c.s a sane and stea ying 

voice at a time when I finDncial instit1 tions seemed in anger of 

being distur ed by partisan pchl itics . An I think r r. G. Prth ir Brown 
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gave sound a vice and leadership to the civil servants at a tricry 

per i od r en they neede it very badly . I think ~..r . r.oel Crosswell , 

the Commissioner of 2olice , has done a great deal to creat e a better 

spirit between the police and people of Western Kingston . And if 
, 

you ·will forgive me for comin9 nearer horae , I ras very impressed ny 

lb.he J .B.C .' s Nuggets for the lTeedy effort this year and I thought 

they did exceedingly well to raise over two thousand pounds in 

something l ike three hours . B1t for me the happiest and most promising 

bit of radio of the year was when I listened on Christmas Day t o 

Ronny vlilliams and Erica Allen dimwing out the youngsters of the 

Foreshore Road and to hear those youn ~t:ers speak and sing and laugh . 

For me that was something special • •• •.. Anyway , these are some of the 

personalities I wi l l remember whenever I think back to 1962 . 

I think I will also always remember the mi ed feelings with which 

I ~~ hPard the news that the Cuban invasion p_ imoners had final ly 

been ransoned and. would spend Christmas in free om . Of co1rse I approve 

of the freeing of the prisoners . But there was something wfully 

depressing about the blatant bartering of living human beings in 

exchange for food and medical supplies . It was a co l d an. shar p 

reininder, on Christmas eve , that moral barbarism is not a thing of the 

past , f ound onl y in history books . It is as real as the tradi ng of 

human beings for t hi ngs, as real ae t he Berlin lal l; as real as Sout h 

Af rica and as real as the solitary Negr o who .ras tur ned away f r om the 
ilcl.S 

ship l eaving Havana and so/exposed an con emned - because '.b o se we"3 

t:1e o. d.e s . Per haps i t is as well to r eme mber at time s that neither 

East- nor Wes t a r e a ll that civilised yeto Goodnight. 
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Fo 624 The Sandys CRribbean Visit . 

NE.!S CO 1l "EFTARY 
or trensmission on 

Thursday an 3 at fi . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams s~eaking 

Good evening : Last night ' s party at Vale Royal in honour of 

:r . and .Ts . Du.ncan Sandys was a eli~htful an intimate affair . 

It was a sort of l iving ' Who ' s 1 tho ' of J maican politics, Jor:1a can 

diplomacy an J,1.maican journalism . And of course t rR ned . t 

seems to be a rule tha it must rain whenever there is an outdoor 

party at Vale Royal . Unless this rule is broken before many more 

wet parties we might all become supersti t ous about Vale Royal and 

wet parties . 

Anyway , everybody seemed to be having a great deal of fun in 

s.;.ite of t1P wet , includ ng the Commonwealth Relations Secretary 

and his 1·1ife . They both seemed easy and relaxed and. I ratrer suspect 

that this part of their trip is more of a holi ay than the earlier 

part . 

Certainly, in both Barbados and Grena a Y:r . San ys had some 

hard and serious business to cope with . ~y own guess is that the 

Grenada :part of tbe business might nave been the more tricky . Grena a 

has decided thrat she wants to enter on a mc1rria e with Trin dad and 

Tobago and become part of that unitar stste . When the lest In P.S 

.ederation collapsed Trini ad invited whoever wanted to, to join her . 

Largely as a sort power polotica_ man'ouvre the Grenada leacers were 

the only ones to rise to th~ bait , and joining a unitary state with 

Trinidad became an election issue . The t' en Chief l-'inister , Hr . ....-,ric 

Gairy , tried to play it both ways: one day he was inf vour of a 

fe eration of th ' eight ' an tl e next of joining Trinidad . Mr . Herbert 

Blaize , on the other hand , had commi ttea. himself to union •' th 

Trin1·ad; and it was 1~ . Ela ze ' s party that won the election . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

But then the government of Trinidad seemed to have second tboughts . 

They did not change their mind about Grenada ' s joining them , but they 

wante'1 to know what the bride would bring to the marriage . Both Dr . 

Eric Williams and sor.:ie of his senior Ministers have put out a number 

of broad hints that the marriage may not be consumated if Grenada 

does not bring a reasonable dowry with ber . Just what Trinidad 

considers a reasonable dowry only she knows . Certainly , the out of 

hand way in which she rejected the offered British aid because she 

considered it too small, suggests that she has pretty clear ideas on 

such matters . But Grenada has, for the present at least, nothing 

but per problems and her poverty to bring to the marriage . And so , if 

she insists on tbe marriage and if Trinidad ins sts on the dowry then 

Britain wdlll be called upon to foot the b"ll . And this , I t:bink , 

brings us to the heart of 1:r . Sandys ' present visit . At first it was 

planned that he should visit Brit sh Guiana and Trinidad too . But when 
-

he ha to drastically cut down his time in the ·region it was the 

bigger terr tories that suffered rather than the ' Little Eight ' becauoo 

the real point of the visit was to try and sort out the problems of 

the eight . Seven of the eight now seem committed to an Eastern 

Caribbean Federation . The eig1th , Grenada, is the odd man out . I-Jy gue83 

is that Britain would not object if Trinidad were prepare to accept 

Grenada without financial strings . But I ao not think Britain is 
out 

prepared to take any sizeable chunk/of the money she has earmarked for 

the ' Little E gh ' and give it to Trinidad as Grenada ts dowry . Brita:m.1 

major resvonsibility in the region now , an I think :r . Sandys has 

made this plain to Grenada , is to unite all the \'fin ards and Leewards 

and give them as decent a start as possible . I hope bot Trinidad and 

Grenada ~ot the message loud and clear . Goo night . 
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No 625 The Liquidation of Katangan Secession 

NEilS CO:Mr-IENTARY 
For transmiss ion on 
Friday Jan 4 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking . 

Good evening : If appearances mean anyt hing then the United 

Netions forces i n the Congo are now engaged in what l @oks like the 

final operation against I:/0 ise Tshombe and his secessionis t state of 

Katanga . But just in case you have forgotten the background to the 

Congo mess and just in case you think that t ais is going to be a one­

sided or an easy operation , let me re1ind you of tre back ground to 

t he Congo situati on . 

I t all began in 1959 when , as a result of pressure from inside 

Africa as well as inside the United ~ations , the Belgians suddenly , 

and. drar:-'at i ca l ly withdrew from the Congo . The Belgians had held the 

Congo as a Colony for seven;y;y- five yr:::;ars , and it was part of Belgian . 
policy not to give the people in their colonies any political rights 

whatsoever : neither the Africans nor the white settlers had any 

political rig~ts : there were no elections - either national or loc2l -

an<i so in sever ty- five yenre the Belc;ians provided abso1,1tely no 

~olitical training for any of their colonial subjPcts . Th~ir argument 

was that to give people experience in ~olitical affairs would only 

lead to discontentment and the emer~ence of political tricksters who 

will rnir lead the 1.1ass of the ~eo :-ile . In any E=>verit , the Belgians frank]¥ 

had no intention of givirig up the Congo because it was the princip~l 
e0urce 

/of tl::eir m:a:.th . From the Congo they r;.1ined eicrrt nercent of t .e world 's 

CO;:~r>er, sixty r:iercent of the 'rorlc'l cobalt ae 1·rell 3.8 vart quantities 

of col0 , silver, , rnnium and otrer 1inerc:l8 . :-~9rly ell tbi8 mineral 

wealt1~ i 0 f'o1 1.rd tn I(atanga and for +,he best oc.rt of sevent•r - fi-,e years 

it tas been mine prinorily for the benefit of BPl3jum throu~h the 

huge Bel5ian- controlled Union :aniel"e :10111 1,r company . ' . .11"'.n.t i" not 
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often realised is the extent of British inane 0 1 ir..terPst in the 

Congo . Through a company kno m as T~ .1 anJika Concessions Limited , 

which is controlled from London, British shareholders held fourteen 

and a half per cent of all Union Mini l" stock ann collected over 

fifteen million pounds in dividends in 1959 . If you want to know 

why Brita n often behaves as though ste is on Tshombe ' s side rather 

than on the side of the United Na tionf, just rememb er that "3riti sh 

shareho l ders have a very big investment in Union }1iniere an they can 

and do bring heavy pr essure on the Br~·· h Government . Rightly or 

wrongly , the Belrians have convinced se British investors that 

their investments would be safer in fl. 1 viaed Congo with . 'o i se TPhombe 

having control of the mineral- ri ch t~Dga . 

' It is beceuse of these ' financ1Ll ~ntPr~r-ts tea the Unite• 

o.tions has L0en unable to resolv9 -t. E' '""ongo problem so for . On tl"is 

issue most of ·uestern Europe 1s fi•:-n. ly 'Ilore concerned 1:11 th stoc rn 

~na 0 bare and ~rofit rnnrrins tha~ 1t~ tl stability . of the Congo or 

the security of its ~eople . A.~ cour , t e otber free states of 
big stick 

Africa have used the Congo cri~is as a _olitical f ~± ~ii wit ~tich 

to ass colonialism oriel f 1.:1rthe' t1~e~r o ·n interests . The communiEts 

fort eir ~art have trie to U2P t. ° Congo tot y an get a foot old 

in Africa . An the Congoles$ ... eT'l."'elves h['d just not been pr<marea to 

cope v-.7 ith the e·conomic anr1 olitical vultur•r>s all about them . An 20 

you ~ad this gr~at ~u~a~ "ge y of ~~r ~q~t two years . On ya small 

group at the United \at1 f seemec1 enuin ly concerned about the probJens 

oft e ~eo le of the Oo~go . Arnone them· t>ink the Unite States pleyed 

a ~ost honourable r 0 r~ . Eut the difficultie~ re still trere; the 

vultures are still ~~@re . B1 t thir tlme there it 

Goo n.glt . 

rPal c ~nee o euccesE 
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~To 626 An1m~l Feed xxxE.± Factory 

:'-zirs cor.; -·T ,RY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Ja.n 5 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter brat2ms s_e~king 

Good evening : In 1955 J, naica. 'l'=led roughly twelve an 11.c:;lf 

t•1ousann tons of anical feed . Of this arnount, fourj t, ou"'en , eight ­

h n red tons vas imported and tbe rest - just under ~ight trousond 

tons was produced locelly . At to ay ' P firures the price of a ton 

·of importer! anirial feed costs bet ··een trirty- five and forty pounds . 

In 1960 the use of e.nimal feed had almost doubled compared ri th 1955 . 

In 1960 we i:oo~i»:r:t used 24 ,000 tons as against the twelve- an - a - half 

thousand tons of 1955 . 3ut whi le we used more of the local product 

in 1955 , in 1960 we imported sixteen trousand tons of aniwal feed 

and produced only eight thousan • tons locally . In 1961 total 

enimal feed consurrntion went up to thirty- three thousan tons . The 

coming of Lydfo itt :E:'nterprises boosted our local nroiluction of anim&l 

feeds to fifteen tbo~sano tons but we still had to import eighteen 

tbousand tons . At forty pounds a ton t:1is meant t'bat we sent 

seven- buni:lred and twenty tl-ousana. pounds out of the country in 1961 

in order to get enough animal feed . I have not' the fir- 1 res for 

19~2 but I am reasonably certain that they too ¥ill sho,r a dra1atic 

increase in the a~bunt of animal feeds needed because there has been 

a dra~atic _ncrease in our poultry , pig and dairy fRrming . 

~ov , the point ef :iving you all this statistical stuff is to 

sho1v 1-rhat an important step for1·'ard it would be if J maica could 

produce its own animal feeds . 

First , we would a.ve a minimum of seven- hunrred and twenty-thouean:1 

pounds a year going out of this country . .And if we stop this aI!lount 

of money from leaving the country , our balance of trade picture is 
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made that much the better . An~ seven- huncred and twenty- thousan pounds 

a year is made available for our investment and development efforts 

right here in J&~aica . So , by no t exporting this money we gain in two 

ways s traight off: we improve our balance of payments position and 

we create new capital for internal use . But it goes much further than 

that . Ever y time we import a ton of animal feed - or indeed of anything 

else - we ar e hel ping to create jobs for the people of the country 

from which we import . If,on the other hand, we stop importin£ our 

animal feeds and manufacture them ourselves, we create jobs for ~ eopJe 

right here at home . So this is anot e r important factor . 

And this , I a~ very happy to tBll you , is e~actly what is .oing 

to happen right here in Jama ca next month . Jamaica eeds Limited is 

expected to start operations next month an in a very sho rt time it 

will produce all the animal feeds that are needed for the entire islani . 

Hhat makes this particular item of news so important for me is 

the fact that Jamaica Feeds Limited is not a company in which you have 

individual investment with a s traight profit motive . The new company 

has been formed by Seprod Limited and the Jamaica Livestock Association ; 

and this means that whatever profits the company make wil l not go to 

any ~")rivate individual but rather towards improving the livestock 

industry , the coconut industry and the oils and fats industry . So 

the success of Jamaica Feeds Limited will mean , ulitmately, an importat 

step forward for Jamaican ae:riculture , the Jama can employment situation , 

our manufac turd.ng industries and our balance .::iayments position , and of 

course the production of our own food . It is not very often that one 

new industry can have so many beneficial si e effect s . And so , all 

power to Jamaica Feeds Limited: it is a big step :'orward . Goodnight 
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No 627 The Passing of ' Ja~aica Times ' 

. EvvS COK '"'NTARY 
For transmission on 
Londay Jan 7 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The news that the ' Jamaica Times ' will cease to 

be published after the end of t0is month is very distressing indeed : 

an when I say this I am not being sentimental or emotional about the 

passing of an old and respected newspaper . I say this because I feel 

strongly that in the building up of our democratic institutions Jamaica 

has not yet reached the stage where she can afford to lose an organ 

like the ' Jamaica Times ' . Of the three news weeklies we have, one , 
J .L.P . 

The Voice ' is a straight/party political organ , the other , ' Public 

its deili&ared independence , identifien with the P .:: .P . in the public 

mind . Only the ' Jamaica Times ' was and is regarded as genuinely 

independent . When it goes there will cease tc be a weekly newspaper 

that the reading public re~ards as being genuinely indepen ent . And 

this , you know , is a very serious business . 

I think that over the next few years Jamaica is going to urgently 

need a body of really indepnr1ent thinking in the country if democrac, 

is to grow and flourish . I think ~e are goin to need a solid but 

influential minority which will not rave enoug0 power to decide anyth:irg 

by itself but which will heve a sort of castinE vote in any ma or 

encounter between the two ~arties or beh;r"=en capital and labour or 

between town and country . Please o not misunderstan me . I am not 

suggesting that democracy depen son some independent minority . It 

does not . It depends on a strong arn healthy tvo - rcirty system if you 
conscience, 

think in rarlianentary terms; it de:iends on freedor of E'T)eE:ch , /asserr:1:%7 

and orcanisation if you are tlinkin in broaner political end 0 ocial 
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terms; an in economic terms it deuends on a reasonable degree of 

equity in the distribution of the nations wealth . These, I t hink, are 

the foundations of oemocracy . But thePe foun0ations do not lay then-
created 

selves, they are laid by peop le and the institutiong i~±N by peop le . 

A,.vid over the past sixt - five years the ' Jamaica Times ' es pecially under 

t t. e influence of the elner Durie and of Torn Redcam , did as much as 

any other single organ - if not more - to shape that inde. endence of 

thought which we loosely describe as Jamaican midale- class opinion . 
the 

I know that it is fashionable today to sneer at/Jamaican r:iicdle - class • 

~~i:N:i:NN That is allright provided we also remember that nearly all the 

progress of the Dast quarter century came about with middle - class 

leadership . And in the early days it 1:ras the opinion of the pushing 

middle - class , mor e than anythinf else, that created t~atx~r Rat ~ the 

climate for change . Of' course , those who believe that modern Jamaica 

began with 1938 will not agree 11th this view . For them everything 

began with the riots and birth of the P . :{ . P . and the J . L . P . But I 

think this is a too e otional view of history by peopl e who have been 

involved in a phase of it , and who see that particular phase as the 

all - irn"'.)ortant one: this is very natural , but very false for all that . 

Anyway , at the centre of this business of c: eating the climate for 

change was the ' Jamaica Times '. Now , unhappily because I do not think 

its use f ul ness is ended , another phase of Jamai can his t or y is pushing 

tte 'Times ' out of existence . The tragedy of this , as far as I am 

concerned , is that there is as great a need today as there has ever 

been for the eenuinely inde~endent voice of tre Jamaica Times . 

Goodnight . • 
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ho 628 1•/I S!fo Dividends and t eir implications 

1c,-:.:s cmW1irlT '.\.RY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Jan 8 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: It Has just about a year ago that I issued a 

warning in one of these commentaries about the sugar in ustry . The 

Directors of the West Indies Sugar Company had then just had t er 

annual r.:1ee.ting and they h&d declared a di vic'lend of about fo ur pence 

in the pound . This , I told you at the time , was a return of about 

one percent on their investment . But I also tola you something more . 

I told you who the people were who invested their money in the West 

Indies Sugar Company: I nid not tell you. all their names becuae I co 

not know them . '/bat I did find out vras that the 1!est Indies Sugar¢' 

Company - and in J3.maica this means rorne and Monymisk - got most 

of their investment capital from what we would call ' small ' ~Pople/ in 

Pritain . You may tave a winnovr wro has invested p8rt of 'That her 

husband left her and their c~ildren , and she and the c ildren ~ay be 

' very dependent on e mon°y they get back from the com~any in the 

form of dividends; or it may be a retired old soldier or ol teacher 

or .old snineter - all people for whom the annual ividen m9y ma e all 

the Aifferenc·e between living reasonably and doing without a lot of :t.,~r 

thincs . For some , getting the annual divirend may mean all the 

difference between hope and disaster . I Ao not want to overstate 

the case but for every big- time capitalistic tycoon w:10 invests, you 

have 11 terally hundreds of 1 ttle people; anr'l for tl'em getting some 

return for their investment is an urgent matter . All this I told 

you last year . And I told you that on last year ' e dividend figures , 

these peo.i.Jle Fould have o,:ot nore if they had simply put their money into 

a deposit account in the bank . 

.!ell, the Directors of t'rie rest Indies Sugar Company 1:1.ad another 
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annual meeting last week and tbeir report for the year just ennea is 

even more dismal than it was this time last year . 

For 1961 their net profits amounted to one - hun red- and fifteen 

thousand , five - hun red- and- seventy- tree pounds . And it was on tris 

amount that they gave a dividend of four pence in the pound . For 

the year that has just ended their net profits amounted to fi f~y - eight 

thousand , one hundred and seventy- five pounds . This means t0at profits 

XNixx~Ex~ for the year just ended has droppe by nearly a half comparm 

with profits for 1961 . If the company were to declare a dividend , the 

very best they woul d be able to do for their shareholders wold be to 

offer them something like t,vo - pence in the pound . And stamp d1-1.ty and 

postage s3-nd cheques would cost more than that . And so , this year , the 

Company -has decided not to pay its ordinary sharehol ers any divldends . 

And remember , the bul k of these shareholcers are 11 ttle people who ha;,,e 

invested inheritances , life Pavings and t~e like . 

~ow , I am not asking you to feel sorry for these people or to be 

sentimental about them . These shar.eholders are not sentimenta l ahout 

you or me . They have put their money into sugar bee use they hoped to 

get somet~ing out of it , in the same way that the sugar worker goes 

into L"e industry in order to get somethin_: out of it . If the worker 

ever reached the point where he got nothing out of the industry , he 

would null out and look for work elsewhere . B' the sa~e token , if this 
~ (i~~ . 

sort of thing continues these .p.so:::,J::e are likely to talrn their money 
/l 

out of the sugar industry and put it somewhere else . And please do not 

not say this can't happen : it can, and unless we use our heads, it will. 

lmd whatever e l se we may think we can affor d, we cannot a ford t he 

collapse of our sugar industry - it emp loys too many people . So , p l eas e 

let us all think again about the sugar industry . Goodnight . 
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No 629 1) Dr . :Zric '11lliams & the Univers ity 
2) United Fruit in Belgium 

. TFvlS COMHE!!T.ARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Jan 9 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abre.hams speaking 

Good evening : Will Dr . Eric Williams be the next Princi9al of 

the UniveJ'.".Sity of the i!est Indies? This seems to be a piece of 

speculative rumour that is going the rounds in the Eastern Caribbean 

at the moment . It began with the news of Dr . Williams ' appointment 

as pro - Chancellor of the university and as the person who will preside 

over Council meetings in the B ~E Z~NZR absence of Erintess Alice . I n 

practice this means that Dr . ·Tilliams will chair pract~cally all the 

really important business meetings of the university . And this , in tur n 

means that he will be at the centre of policy - making for the universiw 

almost from the moment of Dr , Arthur Lewis ' departure . In eed , I 

think we shall see the beginning of Dr • .lilliams ' policy- making influErDc 

when he delivers the commemoration address at the university 

graduation exercises on February 16th . 

Hell now, with that piece of background before us , let us repeat 

the question : :lill;z.' Dr . 1,!illiams be the next Principal of the 

univers i tj of the West Indies? I do not think so . I o not speak 
t he 

with/confidence and assurance with which I would if this were a questiov 

in a purely Jamaican setting and involving a Jamaican ~ersonality . I~ 

sure of myself in exploring Jamaican trends and ten ecies and personalit: 

bece 1se I am involved both intellectually arid emotionally . But 1:1i t1 in 

this limitation I doubt very much that Dr . '!illiams Fill, at t is 

moment in time , leave Trinidad ~nd give up his position as Prime 

:.inister to come and run the university from Jamaica . 

I think 'fHA'l! for Dr . :1 lliams tr ere 1° still muc'r:l too ,nuch to be 

done in Trinidad itself and in the ~astern Caribbean . He has very 

clear ideas a P to exactly what he means by ' ','est Indian ' enc I tb ink 
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thPt right now he sees more h ope o f spreading his ideas on 1es t 

I ndiam- ism as the head o f a re sonably _._)r osperous in ependent sta t e 

than as the head of the universmty . This does not mean that I rule 

out the nossibi l ity of Dr . "illiams becominc t'-::e head of the university 

one day • . fter all, he is a s c olar and tencher by t r aini ng and 

inclination . But I ~o n ot t~ink it i s likely to hapren no 1t . First , 

t~1e politic al an economic i nstitutions o Trinid::>d have to be stabilIB=d ; 

ard this is no overnight job . And besides , as nro - Chancellor he .1111 

in fact h2 e all the .J01-1er 1-ie needs to consi era'l:Jly influence thinking 

at I,ona . So the answer to .the question j s : I do not tllinr PO , not for 

the present at leas t . 

: ow for a brief -word on anotl er imoort"nt '"'i cc e of n f'WS . I think 

the wisdom of brin in~ the Unite Fruit Co□. 1any back to Ja~aica has 

been conf i r ined b 1• the ne' s th,:1 t Uni tee Fruit 1'.2 s now boue;l1 t out a sa lEE 

organisation in Belgiu:-1. If Britain enters the Common ~>r,ret, a d we 

become an .'\.ssoc i a ted StatP , ot r b ananas - an. other fruit and vee:et2.bl.cs -

wil l be able to enter Europe on reaso:::10.bl: f.:ivourat> e terms . To l"'(ive 

:!:1av-=: a :l.1 rtribution organiPation .,_ .. cac_y and ,,-ai ting, efficie11t a:-115 

co pable o :' supplj:in0 e::1and :1. t s1->.ort -·1oti ce, this could be of very great 

value to us . 

FinallJ , to Africa an the Congo . I told you on Fri~ay t~-t the 

Cniter:1 :'ations or.1eration ["!c1i;:-st :·r . '.:.1 s'·or::be ' -: !(nte co., ec- n0+, lil"'l:r 

tote 2s one - sided as at ~irst ar~Pare~ , larscly bec~1 se of ~1rooean 

financial interests . ~,yell , tr 1et r- J::o-· it ic now: t>e bis f't.ol l "h. 0 r 

started and el ppery Ts}ombe is being aicea by Britain anrJ t:be Belgians . 

Goor1-iight . 
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NEW"S cm 11 ~J\ 11' ~HY 
F'or transmission on 
Th1 rsaay { an, 10 at o o 15p . m 
Pe ter Abrahams sryea_ing 

ir. ... 

Good evening : I think tbat po s sibly tbe mos t interest1 ~ an 

tre r!lost itt''Ortr-rt d l,c.te : .. c "ica t n~y is the one on a('"rl ·1lt1..ire . 

An as 11 t h all really im:,o r unt c ebl':ltes it is no t a orie - a1m ~ns ona 

a~fc r ~ut P comple ,su le nd man - s ed affair . There is th 

pol:tic.-,1 os,ect , t~er ia the or~anisat ion 1 a~pect , there is the 

lea ership aspect an there is the pro uc i vl t esn:-c t . Ancl a ll u,ese 

aspects to11ch DnA overlap a t a num er o oints . 

Thate er you or I r anybody e_se M8 t in\ of it, t ~e arna i 

Asricu tural 0 c-i 0 ., 1° bo+) t 1e. organisc'tion a the voice of the 

far;1ers of tl is country, and one of the most rnport '"'nt s..,ect E of 

t: e acriculttr~l eb~te i the nine - months - ol co~flict t ~t has 

existe between t e p r esent T inister o Agriculture 0 n tle or5anisat · 

."or me' one of the sur1.Jri ing asrects o t 1~1r- conflict ··ms the manner 

in which tne l'.iniete"' set about 1 t . Be ore he become I(inie ter of 

Agriculture Lr . Gyles was a member of ·the lea ersbi') of the or ·an::.sat 

So be kne-w the internal pot,er str'wt ure of the or an~ sa tion as we l l )'.' 

ar anybo y else . A::1d he , and t1~e V'hole country, kne v triat both :rr . 

Burke and l.r . Henry were avowed £· , :? . l . men . But he also knev , or 

should have ·1{nown , tJ·,at Lese tFo c;entlemen di not chj ,2ve tl-ere 

higl ~)oei tions o:' lea ership s mp y because they vere P .:~ . :i . types , 

but r tl er because of Hhat the he.d contributed to a"'ricul lr'P o ·Ar 

the years . \'i th t .his 1·:-r1ov-·le 5-- at hiP fini::;ertips , en 1, i th h i f' 

awareness of botb tre econonie and polit eel importe ce oft ;e f2rmer 

it ·was unfort nate for . r . GylPs , so soon cfter t:1e J .L , I . vie tory, 

tot reaten t o dPal rut hlessly vith this orp;anisati.on . It chi-ve 
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t~e effect of 1.nitinc the farmer behind ir . ltxN -,. 7urKe and Nr . 

Henry as they ha not been for a J_ong time . 

And yet , you know , there were an. still are ver. many people 

both inside and outsi e t~e farmine comm1nity who felt and st·. 1 

feel that however clumsily Hr . Gyles may have gone about it , the 

point he vas trying to make ':T s important and valid . An thc:it point , 

stated very simpjy , was that the top leadership of the J .A. S. he , 

over the years , come t 0 use the farmers or-anisation as both an 

instrument and a plct:'orm for furthering their o-m p~rty pol t ~ca 

interests . 3o ve ended up with this situation : 'I'hP !11nis t er ch2.rgea , 

and I tlµnk wit justice , tba the top leadership of t'1e J .A .S . had 

become too poli tic8lly partisan . E•1t the rnanner in which he nade hi s 

chare:e rallied the ra.nk and file behind the J . A . S . leadership wl..,o 

no1v seemed to be fighting for the life and independence of the 

J . \ . S . against a threatening government . This led to a situation that 

was both abnor'TJ.~1 2nd unhea thy for the country ' s a riculture . 

Now , · with his dramatic and unexr;ected appee.rance at the J .A .S . 

conference yes t ~Fday , Sir Alexander Bustamante has restored the 

s i t uation to normal . 'Polit~cs , 1 he said ' Cannot gro1 yams and bananas 

And then he invited the leaders of the organisation to go an talk 

to him about the rift between themselves nd the Minister . It is no 

up to the II nister and the leaders of tbe J .A:s . to make use of this 

normalcy to resolve their diff rences . The l~inis t er wants ess party _ 

politics in the J .A.S . Fine . The J . A.S . wants no mon ey&ng v1ith its 

indepen ence : fine again o But both of these are political oositi ons . 

And the real solution is for both the .:inister an tl-ie leaclers of t_e 

J . A. S . to be more concerned , in Sr Alexander ' s v!ords , i ith the 

growing of yams and bananas . Goodn ght . 
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No 631 The Asric,iltural Jebate: 
Problems of Productivity 

iEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Fricay Jan 11 at 6 . l5p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Cood evening: Tonight I ,-1ant us to take a look ~t the proauct1vi 

side of the great agricultural ebate . We had a dramatisation of 

this aspect of the debate earlier tri"is week in the conflicting views 

expressed at the J .A.S . conference by Mr . David Etlannds of the 

University of the West Indies on the one side an Sir rthur Thelwell 

on the other . 
.....v 

But before 4 go on to dise-uss the dr agreement between t hese two 
' agric ltural 

distinguished gentlemen , let us try and put the probler.1 of/:-)roductivit 

into some sort of proper perspective . Accor ing to the Economic 

Survey for 1961 J amaica ' s mestic Export s for that y.ar amounted to 

£60 ~ 9 million . Just under half of this , thirty- point - four million · 

pounds came from the bauxite industr . T enty- five -point seven · 

million pounds came from our agr iculture . And a mere fo ur- :point - eight 

million pounds ~ame from the new 1ndustries on the F9reehore oad 

and elsei-n1ere ,' and to 1,,hich we have given sue generous incentives . 

So , E in terms of earning foreign currency, agriculture i s t e most 

crt c ial next to mining . An the new ind us tries are way , ·way be low . 

jhat is point number one . Point numbsr two has to do with ern"'lovment . 
u • 

Jgriculture .is still the largest single employer of la our i n t h~ 

country . The Bauxite industry is highly mechanise and uses a very 

e~all labour force . So , . ~or all the wealt h it brings to the country , 

it does not help us very much directly wi th our unemployment 

problem . The new industries, wi ll, as age eralisation, emr oy 

proportionately more people than bauxite . ut they e r e very small 

. operations, each using between twenty and a hundred- odd peon le . 'ma. 

to ma e ~atters wqrse the3 are at present largely confined to t~e 
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Corl)orate Area , thus bringing job opportunities only to the people of 

Kings ton'& St • .Andrew . So , fo r the present , t_e new industries abou t 

which we ten to talk so very much , st i ll contribute very 1 ttle t o 

our exports and very little to ou employment situation . But every 

little is welcome an will he l p - if it is not t oo costly . I f it 

costs us as much as J2'1laica ',foolens did to get one industry going -

then , in terms of the returns it is no t worth our while , especial l y 

if that in ustry folds up on us . The point is that we must hav e t1ese 

industries to diversify end -expand the economy - but not at any price . 

Certainly nqt at the price ' the I . D. C: . seems to have been paying 

hitherto . But then I do not t_ ink :t t is really necessary to pay such 

a price if we are r eali1:1tic anc1 practical about t . Any ·oy , t e new 

industries are still babies in terms of job op 1o r tun_ties and earning 

foreign currency . It is only our ar:riculture that earns a [reet rlea l 
a 1 over tre count ry 

of f o EBi gn curren~y and gives a livelihood to nore Jar.aicans/than 

a 1 the other un ertakings put togetber . 

It was to this agric .1lture tra.t 1 r . avi Ed1-1ards suggeste we 

s ould apply crop zoning an create eco omic l!.!ediun sizerl farme 16f 
rewar ing 

between t\-rnnty- f'i ve an. s i ·ty acres for the mo st --•- ... ~ :i::x far Jing . An" 

Sir rthur Thellwell op)osed this i ee . Instead, he T•'ante nore 

subsidies and ten families on ~ivr acres of land . n effc ct r r . :Zdv,~-r: 

says : let us make agr~culture more efficient than it nor is because i t 

is in the interect of the economy tq do so Sir Arthur on the other 

hand says put as many people as possible on the land and subs i dise 
the shape of 

the.1 . It seems to me that/Jama ca ' s future is more intimately tea up 

with which view prevai ls in this particular debate th n with almost 

anything else that is now happening . So p l ease thinK carefully about 

it . Goodnight . 
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The Destructive Urri-e 

i:"i J: lS O 111ENT :\. Y 
tor transmission on 
Saturdty Jan 1° at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter brahams speaking 

.. 

Good evening : I am sure mos t of you st i ll remember the appe ara 

of Lr . ~-•i l lard Johnson on the Jamaican 9oli ti cal s cene . ~ry owri v i 1'1' 

was anrl still is that his appearance was usef ul - e er thotgh ·r . 

LillRrd Johnsoµ singled me out fo r abuse . I thought , an IT: said i t 

at t:be.t time , tha. t the J r:iaican so c ie t y could cope with !:r . 1~1 l lar d 

Johnson . The societ y did . The one point on which I ·-.;as rea lly 

critical about llr . Hil l ard Johnson was his busines s of seeing h i mself 

and set t ing himself up as the beg i nni ng o . the po litical emancipaaion 

move!Tlent in Jamai ca . I n order to do t ha t' he had to dismi ss or mlbck 

a t the pioneering hara wo r k dons by l,.r . i,o r man I n ley and Sir Alexand 

Bus t a 1.ante . 

The point i s : in or e r to e t he p i oneer , i n order to set you r ­

self up as the great beginner , you ave t o cancel everything t hat has 

one before . You have t o d est oy he past and t he ac i ev ement of 

the pae t because as l ong as they a re t her e you cannot be the Grea t 

Beginner . And so the cu l t - of the Great Begi nne lea s .to a dongerous l 
• 

destruc tive urge within thi s soc i ety . 

I f you a r e a music i an then a l music must begin ·'i th you end you 

wi l l go out of your way to savage the reputation of eny ody ~o was 

there bef or e you . The music they produc ed was colonial and reactionar~ 

unrelated to realty , out of touch with the new social forces and the 

n ew f erment . An then y ou wi l l go on to stat exactly the kin of 

music that our times and the new rys an t he new situation require . 
I 

A.~d if it so happens t½~t t he requir em ts thP times are exactl y 

th same as the only piece of Music you have written . why , tha t 
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only goes to show that you are t e only person who is in to ch with 

the needs of them times : an o you are the .Great Beginner 9 tbe 

beg nning of modern Jamaic ~ mur c . Or• if you are a writer then it 

all began with you , or if you a re in the theatre then there vas no 

real theatre .unt 1 you appeared on the s cene, or if you are an artis t 

then they were all colonial artists- - victims of an art colonialism -

until you appeared on the scene . 

The virtue about this is that you are always more importan as 

the pioneer than you uould be if you er e just one of a long 1 ne . 

So , f rom the point of view of the @reat Bea nner t½is does ake sense 

in a twisted sort of 1ay . From the point of the soc e ty, however, it 

is tragic because it is a continuous ,atte ~t to 0 stray t e hisorical 

and art stic anc terary anr'3 uoli tical en e o.f' cont in · t y of the 

society . And one of the most trafiC and unhappy es 1 s of this is 

the mon 11ental self- ou _ _ilr. and self - eprecat on it en"' nders . e see 

it around s all the time . A Jamaican star s e ew enter2:)rise - is 

it television, is a factory~ i s ta farm n~ co - o erRtive - rn 

everybody ex•ects 8 pr o9hecies fa· ll 

interest in ever ybody else ' . fa l ure. 

e . Jes em -to ha ·a veste 
Jane ican 

A/ x rets a i job~ 0 in2te 

of se ini:t t as a g're~t achj evement we antci.,,..·ate is fa linn- ct it or 

else becoming spoiled by it . You lmo_w all th:i'.s as well 'l.S L o . You 

see it around you all ~he time G Jamaicans are selling Jameica · and the .. 

fellow Jamaicans short .all trie time .. \nd so the -lay ahead an the vmy 

up is made so much more di ficult . And it a.11 begins w th the war ped 

vanity of the Great Beginner who has to dest r oy everything in o er 

to be first, and who ends up by unleashin 

in the society . Let us put an en to it . 

hfs ugly destructive urge 

Goodni-....,h . 
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1':o 633 

FEv'lS OIJ,fENT rff 

~ssassination o Toe:o I Sylvant s 01:y_ • o ~ 
.~rder as a political weapon 

For transmission on 
-Iond.ay JR.n 1 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The news of the assassination of Togo 1 s PrPsident 

Sylvanus Olyl_Ilpio means - in my view - that 196 is likely to be a 

rough year for politics in Africa . If you exclude the murder of 

];'atrice Lumumba in the Congo , and that was a rather different situatio 

from that of Togo , then the political murder of Olympia introduces 
an 

a completely new and/enormously dangerous ~actor into African po'Jer 

politics ; and the new factor is: murder as a vali political weapon . 

But let us get our picture straight . Only last week another 

bomb went off in Ghana , in anotrer a~tempt on the life of }res:l!dent 

N"krumah . An a little earlier we ha the news of the short and explos 

power struggle between Presi ent Leopold Senghor of Senegal and his 

t,rime .inister: Senghor won an Prime Hin ster Dia was flunr into 

prison . And of course there are records of other attempts to over thro 

this or that African state . So , I am not saying that the attempt t o 

seize power is anything new in Africa . -Jhat ·1s new , ana especially 

new · for Africa South 6f the Sahara , is the successful use of murder 

as a po itical weapon. And a very striking feature of this new thing 

is that it was carried out by elements in the country ' s Military 

service , accor ing to all available reports . Soldiers , the mili ary 

guardians of the country , whose business it is to defend the land 

from both internal and external enemirs , ave turned on the He ad- of­

State and shot him down in col blood . And · in doing this they have 

effectively destroyed the proposition that the rule of law is supreme 

in Togo. In its place they have, in effect , put the alternative 

proposition that if you·are strong enough you c n outside the law 

and bend the law to your will . And the tragedy , as we have seen in 
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so many cases in t he recent pas t 1 t he tragedy is that onc e people 

depart from the strictest observance of the r u le of law , no matter 
leads 

how noble their mo tives or do ing so , it invariably~ HNX :tu to 

dicta torship , tyranny and the rule of f'=ar . And onc e you a re set on 

this road the way back to the rule of law is a long an hard and 

terrible journey . 

_tmd so it seems to me that the politica l murder of Sylvanus 

Olympic wi ll have far - raching after - effects . I think it is a serious 
-

blo to the cause of African stability and Afr ican development . 

Every power- hungry an ambitious young po litician v.rill now have this 

successful example to spur him on . President Nkrumah who may a ctuall 

be glad of the death of Oly~pio may yet live to regret it: his own 

enemies rna, regard it as a spur to great er effort a~ainst h i m. 

i.!hat gives the death of Olympia an added dimension of tragedy 

is the quality of man he was . Let me shov you what I mean by quo ting 

some comments Olympia made on the problem of l eadership . He onc e i'lrote 

11 Tl1 e African leader who serious ly over - estimates his country I f! 

capacity for growth w 11 soon find that he is forced to rely on 

foreign aid to maintaih his political 9os ition , and it wi 1 be then 

that the temptation to turn to one or the other _power blo c wil l be 

grea.t es t ;t' . The political leader who promises his peonle a new highway 

network or a hundred new schoo l s may find that he has promise too 

much , that he will at best be voted , and at worst forced , out of offic 

unless he can fulfil his .•romisP-s . At that moment he may well revert 

to the dangerous po l icy of 111aking external ;'.)Olitical commitments . • • o" 

I think Olympic mur er had a lot to do with his approach to the probl 

of African learership . But I w 1 tell you about that tomorrow , so 

till t.en , goodnie1 to 
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no 634 Assassination of Oly□pio: 

1 s.rn o.,m-s-;TA Y 
For trans □ission on 
Tuesday Jan 15 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

The problems of le ers~ip 

Good E:Ysning : told you last night that I thourht that part 

of the reason for Olympia ' s mur er nad to do \·T th the problem of 

political leadership in Afr ca . I quote you a pass e that Olymp · o 

had ~-Jri tten on this s1.1.bj ect" Be talked about the Afr can leader w10 , 

in order to gain power, m&kes fantastic promises w ich are b yond 

t 1.e pos s inbl · ty of fulfilment ece, se t,_,e I country j st does not '1ave 

the ca.pacity. This leader V-1.en fin h m:'elf in he pos t on of either 

having to deliver wh the uromised or else of being voteC or forced 

out of power . In or ~r to hol on to ~ower this leader ms , in e c~ang 

for the nee ed aic'l (an~ noF I am quo tin£ l:y:m_'io ' P own words ) : " PVert 

to the d8n~erous policy of makin~ external yo itical co,nmit~ents , and 

this policy nay be multiplie by its effects upon neishbour ns rt"'tes; 

for these , anxious to prsserve their sovereignty , ~ay turn to the 

othPr · ower uloc ." . 

Eos~ arc the mur ere man ' s. words anr t ey sow how pro ie ·ng 

hie people the .llOOn can lea a pol:. ticif'n into br i nging the Cold v~~ 

~nto frica • . 

I am not tellin~ yo l i::mytl..,ing nev, w .Pn I say that these v eH:: 
r 

to just about as sharp a citicism of +he policies 

of treame Nkrumah . · It is a simple poin~ of fact that Ntrumah ' s polmfu!!Jtt s 

di as much as anything else to br ng the Cold Ja r into \frica §ou th 

of the Sahara : it was ther e i n his bran of Pan- fricanism , w_ t whic_ 

Oly!Ilpio did not a r ee; and i n his co - leadership of t he Casab l anca 

states . Ol ympia on the other a,W 1~k....: urnc..h' o Pnn -f'r • c1=1n flre0 . 
. 

mreolistic. l-13 admit~ the n ed fo.., co - op8 n. tior.. 1~etn,..,en t ,.,. 

indepen~ent Afric2n states, especially where thsse states are in · the 
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same region . Then he goes on to say : 11 • an- fricanism has ecn :;iut 

forv'ara as an q,11 - embrac inp- rerne,ndy . ( Some people c ai!.J. t he same ide..., 

African Unity.) Apart from the rroposition that few real- life pro lems 

are so simple t'· at they possess only one solution , no t m African sta 

can acree on a single interpretation of the terms . To discuss the 

common heritage and institutions of Ghana , the Congo and ::Ithiopia is 

cl-=:arly unrealis-tic . ·ore im11ortant, however , are the character and 

complexity of the problems tacing us t hone . To speak of African 

Unity in the face of existing econom can social disunity is to 

avoid the central task to whic ,l we are cori.m · tted - the ea.rliPst ' 

possible economic an. soc al betterment of our _eople . 

So urote Sylvanuc Olyr1pio . An yet, you 1mo r, there ·ar- many 

Jamaicans - an many of them arE- highly erlucil terl - who t!lH- about -

Africa and the African connection as though they· are talking about 

one unified and simple society • 

.nny'vay, O]-ympio ' s concept of leaders:b, pi: le , inevitably , to a 

fall - out between .1imself and .1. krumah . They were once very good frien s 

but over the years relations have grown bitterly cold . Indeed, so i......e.., 

of Nkru 1ah ' s lrny political enemies , like Gbede :nah an Busia 1erc 
o.mous 

operating from Togo . /hat is likely to hap!1en to t ese/poli tica.l 

refugees no is anybody ' s guess . All the innicntions are that the 

people who murdered Olyp.pio are very friendly to 1 !{rur.iah so t ey may 

hand his ene,n:..es over to him . But whatever happens , the 1"eal problem 
there 

of leadership in Africa today is thnt/ ~ car ... not now be ~ leeal and 

co11sti tutional opposition , subject to o.nd :)rotected by the rule of lav~ 

k~ liKX The op ~osit ion must kill or be ki lled. The dsath o+' Olympic 

heavi l y underlines this tragedy of African leadership . Goodnight . 
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r:o 635 Ehan~ of Things to Come 

1 E iS COL ·.:!. -Ti RY 
For transmission on 
;eanes ay Jen 16 at f . 15p.m 
e.ter Abrahams s peaking 

Good e ening: SV-ery now· and then theTe s so muc i of the ba 

news that s ' good 1 news , that it depresses :.ne a little and _ try 

to get away from .ro io bulletins an newspaper reports of fresh 

ditsasters . And the past few days were particularly unplersant . There 

was the news of a couple of ser1seless nuroers in Jamaica and a rea f 

manhunt ; there was the killine; of 0 ne of Africa 1 e wisest leaders; 

a nU1"1ber of people perished from the cold in the Unite St tes and 

~·xrl~.a Europe . It was glchom, gloom , gloom . A 11 ttle too much c;loom . 

I had to remind myself that there were p.eople in the worl d who were 
. 

laugbing and happy and who loved each other and rere gentle and who 

did not murder and who did not die . But in order to convince myself 

of Hrat I knew to be the truth I had to shut out the news for et least 

a dozen hours . 

.A..nd so it was that I picked up what I thought rps an ordinary 

science- fiction novel . The Jacket told me that this iva s Hugo Gernsba 

famous classic , ' Ralph 1?4C41- plus 1 • discovered that this boo_ 

had bee writt.en in nineteen- hundred- and - eleven and it was set in the 

future, in the year t wenty- six- sixty , which is over seven-hundred 

.-
of tomorrow. .All the otiTer-- s cience- fict1.on stuff Ina 

tit:1e to time had oo,en entertain ng but- th sort- of- i:,hin~-;-You -take--w:H.-

a -.p..i~lt; mor-e invention nd inag1 ati-m tl :ri f ct . ut thi:-&-

one was difi: Everything I read in this book was possible ., It 

Has very lilce ly that the future would loolt as th i s book said . All 

that has happened since nineteen- ele en tends to confirm this . There 

was hardly any aviation to speak of in 1911 and yet this boolr ta 11-s 

of space- ship s an space journeys and nuclear power at a time when 
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,. thi s sort of thing was unknown . Certainly , when I finally finished 

·t his book I felt I had taken a rare and unique gl mpse into what the 

·. world of seven hudred years from now could be like . 

And befor e you think I have been so ld on a simp le p iece of 

sc i ence- fiction let me tell you that it is nothing of tPe s ort . 

What Hugo Ger nsbeck has done is this : he has taken the technical 

an scientific inventions and knowledge of his time and based his 

proj ections on what was actually there. 'Vhe result is that he has 

predicted. some amazing developme_nts . For anybody to have pr e ictea 

radar in 1911 , ars before it '!ras invented , is astounding . He 
_production of 

foretol ~ the/artificial silk and wool, of new light weight an stron 

heat- resistent metal s capable of thandine up the friction of space 
of television , of 

journeys;/xN~XXDNXMEX akEx gravity neutrali ser , an then he 

describes ·something which is only nov becoming a prG ctica l poqsibility 

In the story the t he hero uses a beam of light to cut through met a l , 

t generate the power of a deat h - r y , to neutralise an enemy attack 

by using t 1e beam of ligl;it as a wall a,etainst wbich the bombs bounc e . 

Do 0 s all this sounr fantastic? Wel; over the pest tb·ee yea r s seine 

hav e developed \>.rha t the call the Laser (the word is a condensation for: 

light amplificatj_on by stimulated emission of radiation) , '.i'hfs is 

a beam of l ight thet can be controlled :t xxi an ma e so po'·erful 
when ;ietfect e ±kR 

t} at it C9.n cut through the hardest sub st nee you like to n me; /the 

Lase r can be a <? ath- ray., it can be used in surgery , it can be teed 

as a sort of invisbile screen warding off ballietic missiles . The Las 

is just being developed now; ana yet , a m.::m wrote a book over fifty 

years co an predicted it . After ~~ading this my derression lifted. 

:To matter what the ne·ws ulletins say , it is _not l' 11 .5100,.,, . uome very 
I 

·ronderful things are happening all about us a.11 the time . All ue bave 

do is look ~n listen. Gooan fh . 
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No 636 Crisis in the E.C. M. 

NIDlfS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on . 
Thursday Jan 17 at 6el5p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The sudden and dangerous crisis that has developed 

inside the European Economic Community - more popularly known as the 

European Common Market, - is the creation of France's President 

Charles De Gaulle. And because President De Gaulle is the kind of 

ma.n he is this ·could be the most serious crisis for Europe since t he 

end of Wor ld War Two. And whether we like it or not, what happens 

in Europe can still have a most profound effect on the economic and 

political life of Jamaica. So I think it is in our interest to try 

and understand this European Common Market crisis. 

The crisis began on Monday of this week when President De Gaulle 

in effect told a press conference that he personally, and therefore 

France, did not want Britain to be admitted to membership of the 

Common Market until she had radically changed her relations wi th the 

Commonwealth as well as with the United States. He did not put it 

as starkly as I am doing. But the essence and meaning were beyond 

doubt. 

Then, the following day, we had t he news t hat five of the six 

Common Market countries, West Germany, Italy, Belgium, Holland and 

Luxembourg were opposed to De Gaulle and wanted Britain to be admitte 

So, on the face of it, De Gaulle seems to be alone. But my own view 

is that if it came to a real showdown West Germany would side with 

De Gaulle. But the fact of the matter is that France can by heiself 

keep Britain out of the Common ~arket because the membership rules 

provide t hat any new member can only be admitted by unanimous vote. 
of t he five 

So all the fuss and protestation/is really meaningless if De Gaulle 
~ 

-tn!B really decidted to dig in his heels. I think that in any show- . 
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each 
down the other five will soon r ealise that t hey/have too much to 

lose by breaking up the Common Market over Britain's entry, and so 

they will, with the greatest possible regret, dump Britain if they 

have to. 

But is De Gaulle really opposed to Br itain's entry? And why? 

I think that in order to get a sensible answer we might as well ask 
' . 

whether De Gaulle +s anti-American, After all, De Gaulle also express 

total opposition to President Kennedy's idea - put f orward on the 

same day in his State of the Union Message - of an Atlantic partnersh 

between the United States and an enlarged Common Market. De Gaulle 

a.aid that he wanted the Common Market to be "properly European", 'and 

not, and now I am quoting his own words: "Any colossal Atlantic 
' ' community under American leadership and dominance". 

And this, I think, brings us to the heart of the matter: who is 

to lead the new .Europe? I think that rightly or wrongly De Gaulle 

feels that if Britain is admitted into the Common Market she is 

bound to assume a position of leadership; in time it may well become 

a dominant position of leadership - especially after De Gaulle and 

Adenaur disappear from the sceneo And I think De Gau11J.. rear is 

that :Britain's outlook is not 'properly Eni'ppaan', that she does not 
I 

really buy the concept of the new Europe being economically and 

politically as important as either Russia or America and, if anything 

the superior of both in terms of moral, cultural ~d spiritual values. 

If De Gaulle has his way then the new Europe is going to be nobody's 

stooge and nobody's satellite: instead, it will be the equal of all 

and the moral superior of most, pointing the way. That is being 

'properly Elznppean'. Goodnight. 
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No 637 1) School Space Shortage 
.I ) & roe i I a a f A jlic:;llliillltt::mE==-r:e--

NE"v'lS 00:tf.!MENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Jan 18 at 6 .15p.m · 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Earlier this week, in discussing the killing of 

the President of Togo, I quoted some of this wtse man's words of 

warning against the big pp.mises that political leaders often make 

in order to get elected. Some of you may remember that his warning 

made specific mention of 'a new highway network or a hundred new 

schools'. And then, almost as if to give immediate point and 

meaning to Olympie's warning, we had the news of thousands of 

beimg turned away from schools in both the Corporate Area as well 

as in a number of rural areas in Jamaica. The truth of the matter 

is that there has been so much talk about education, so many promises 
injected into any discuss 

and so many half-promi se s , so much politics i'.KXJIDCJCXJ!!ribczx:t:tmvc:tmdcx% 

of our educational problems, that I am rather glad of this salutary 

shock to our educationists. Please do not misunderstand me. I am 

deeply distressed t hat children should be turned away from schools. 

What I hope is that this will. shake ou'r educationists suffic_eiently 

for them to stop talking and to stop playing politics and get on with 

the job of supplying school places. 

And you know, I find this business of school places just a 

little bit crazy. Most of the time we have sunshine in Jamaica; most 
there are times when 

of the time t he weather is fine; mmztxm:tx:tux~tu all we need is 

shelter from the rain ll-nd shade from the bright glare of t he sun. 

And that is about the extent of it. And yet, f or some strange reason 

our educational authorities will not put up the . kind of buildings 

t hat these conditions indicate. Instead of haaing supports and an 

ah:mtmm aluminium roof and perhaps three or four feet of wall - which 

would give a cheerfully light and airy classroom, especially if it 
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is surrounded by trees and flowering shrubs - our educational authorit 

seem to go fn for some of the silliest and ugli est and costliest 

buildings. You know, even if we t hink England or Scotland or Wales 

is the cat's ' whiskers, to try and reproduce the particular classroom 

where we were happiest while working for our degree is nonsease. The 

sun hardly ever shines in those countries and so their buildings 

are designed to keep out the cold. There is no reason for thick walls 

and pokey little windows in Jamaica. When I was a boy in Africa my 

classmates and I spent more of our school time in the open under 

sbme shady tree. Perhaps this had something to do with fact that 

our teachers seemed much more cheerful and tolerant and as a result 

gave us a little better education than children seem to get today. 

In any case, the idea of a shortage of school places is a little 
, 

r ediculous: I can understand a shortage of teachers, a shortage of 

desks and pencil and books. But if we really wanted to we could turn 

almost every other shade tree - especially in rural Jamaica - into a 

place where children are educated. And as far as the Corporate Area 

is concerned, I think that if the people at the Ministry of education 

would listen to those whose experience is greater than theirs, the 

1 whole country would benefit. The churches have been in education for 

a very long time: they have built' classrooms o1l shoe-string budgets 

and could certainly be very helpful to the Ministry. But unfortunately, 

and I have told you about this before, there are some JLDDlg people 

who feel they cannot be taught anything because they .are officials of 

the Ministry and because their paper qualifications BaggBB~ are good. 

I hope this turning away of t housands of ch ildren will shake them 

out of their complacency. Certainly, I think we need to take another 

really searching look at what constitutes school space. Goodnight. 
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is surrounded by trees and flowering shrubs - our educational authorit 

seem to go fn for some of the silliest and ugliest and costliest 

buildings. You know, even if we t hink England or Scotland or Wales 

is the cat's ' whiskers, to try and reproduce the particular classroom 

where we were happiest while working for our degree is nonsense. The 
. 

sun hardly ever shines in those countries and so their buildings 

are designed to keep out the cold. There is no reason for thick walls 

and pokey little windows in Jamaica. When I was a boy in Africa my 

classmates and I spent more of our school time in the open under 

sbme shady tree. Perhaps this had something to do with fact that 

our teachers seemed much more cheerful and tolerant and as a result 

gave us a little better education than children seem to get today. 

In any case, the idea of a shortage of school places is a little 

r ediculous: I can understand a shortage of teachers, a s hortage of 

desks and pencil and books. But if we really wanted to we could turn 

almost every other shade tree - especially in rural Jamaica - into a 

place where children are educated. And as far as the Corporate Area 

is concerned, I think that if the people at the Ministry of education 

would listen to those whose experience is greater than theirs, the 

1 whole country would benefit. The churches have been in education for 

a very long time: they have built' classrooms ofl shoe-string budgets 

and could certainly be very helpful to the Ministry. But unfortunately, 

and I have told you about this before, there are some J:LDDlg people 

who feel they cannot be taught anything bec ause they are officials of 

the Ministry and because their paper qualifications BRggRB~ are good. 

I hope this turning away of t housands of children will shake them 

out of their complacency. Certainly, I think we need to take another 

really searching look at what constitutes school space. Goodnight. 
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1~ 0 O JO 

MEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Jan 19 at 6 .15p.m 
Peter Abraham speaking 

Good evening: As far as the news is concerned this week began 

rather badly but I am glad to be able to end it on a high and happy 

note. This high and happy note is the news that sometime this year, 

most likely in the 

detergents~ n~ ll 
I\. 

factory to Jamaica 

last quarter of the year, we will have our own 

operation in Jamaica. The coming of this detergent 

is important and happy news for exactly the same 

reasons that I gave you on Saturday January the fifth when I discussed 

the setting up of the animal feed factory which will go into operation 

next month. The only difference is that the mexx:.blgXQxldxkiaB 

detergents factory will, in the long run, be a much bigger and more , 

important operation for Jamaica. But let me sketch in the background. 

the 

ton 

In 1955 Jamaica imported abo6t 276 tons of detergents ( you know 

stuff, Tide, Omot'f(kci the like). At an average price of ~200 a 
' 4 

this works out at just over fifty-five thousand pounds. By 1958 

our imports of d~tergents .had gone up to one thousand tone which 

cost us roughly two-hundred thousand pounds. In 1959 imports of 

detergents had gone up to one-thousand two-hundred and forty tons, 

and this cost us just under a quarter of a million pounds. And pleas 

' remember that every time we imported detergents we exported our 

precious money. 

In 1960 the local soap industry was so disturbed by the inroads 

made by dtergents that they ~n• put pressure on the then government 

to restrict the importing of detergents. Some of you .may remember 

that at the time I opposed restriction and suggested instead that we 

produce our own detergents locally. The then Minister of Trade 

restricted the importing of detergents to 900 tons and I thought my 

idea of a lo cal factory had been rejedted. But apparently the 
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the Coconut Industry Board as well as those foreign firms which sold 

detergents here, took the idea very seriously and explored and 

discussed it. In any event, in 1961 o~r imports of detergents shot 

up to 1,668 tons and we ~xported over three-hundred and thirty-three 

t housand pounds of o~r much needed money in the form of payments for 

these detergents. And last year we imported roughly four-hundred 

thousand pounds worth of detergents, or roughly about two thousand 

tons of the stuff. 

So the situation quiee simply is that detergents is big and 
~ ' ? . 

growing business. Certainly, this is a ~ound on which I do not have 
the 

to persuade any housewife. She knows it for hertself. She knows %KU 

difference it has made to her laundry and her housekeeping. And 

this meant that we either = on importing more and more detergents 

and exporting more and more of our badly needed national wealth, or 

else we produce the stuff locally. 

The government has now given Seprod the go-ahead to set up the 
we will not export our 

detergents factory. And as with the animal feeds factoryj a minimum 

of roughly half a million pounds which we would have exported will 

remain in the country next year and go into local development, and 

into improving our balance of trade position, and into helping to 

create jobs for people here. And as with the animal feed facto~y, 
(.,.­

the profits from the de~ergents factory, when they start coming, 
/l 

will benefit all Jamaica because again there are no private share­
proposed 

holders. Seprod, 
are 

and therefore the/animal feed and detergents 

factories, aa•xb owned by the eononut Induatry Board, the most 

successful Statutory Board in Jamaica. 
; 

Goodnight. 
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No 639 Gaitskell's death and Labour's Future 

NEvvS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Jan 21 at 6 .l5p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Mr. Hugh Gaitsk~ll, the leader of the British 

Labour Party, died on Friday night. Today t he British Parliamentary 

Labour Party met and started the long debate t hat will lead to the 

choice of a new leader for t he British Labour Party. The tributes 

to Gaitskell' s great t~lents have been paid; his friend\fll over the 
·, 

eommonwealth and all over the world mourn his unti~ely death - and 

at the same time t hose who were closest to him must set about the 

very practical business of finding a replacement. This 1s how it 

always is when someone dies who is both a person and a symbol. And 

above all else - for domestic British politics, t hat is - Hugh 

Gaitskell represented the acceptable compromise between the leftwing 

and the rightwing within the British Labour Party. His was a sort 

of moderate, non-doctrliaire socialism with no dogma to it. 

Out of their long experience the British have learnt t he importa 

of institutions and the virtues of compromise. This, to a large extent 

is responsible for the fact that you find within the British Labour 

Party opinions t hat are as rightwing and reactionary as those of any 

Tory backwoodsman on the one side, and opinions that are as leftwing 
any 

mtxt as those of xu 6ommunisti o~ on the · other side. But although 

British maturity is largely responsibile fgr the fact that these 

political extremes can co-exist within the British Labour - Party. the 

quality of the leaders of the Labour Party had ·a great deal to do 

with it. 

Some of t he biggest battles between the rightwing and leftwing 

within t he Labour Party took place shortly after t he second world war, 
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at the time when Labour had won power and Britain was being turned 

into t he Welfare State under the deceptively quiet leadership of -

Mr . Atlee. Those were the days when the leadership of t he British 

Labour Party was a roll-call of Britain's political giants: there was 

Sir Stafford Cripps, there was .Eztnest Bevin, t here was Hugh Dalton, 

there was Herbert Morrison, t here was James Griffith, and of course 

there was the fire-eating Aneurin Bevan and his tough and brilliant 

group of leftwing supporters led by Michaei Foot. In those days 

Labour seemed so rich in leadership material that t he death of anyone 

of these leaders could not possibly have any bearing on an election 
\ 

result. In contrast, the Conservative Party of those days had ~.r. , 

Winston Churchill and Mr . Anthony Eden · and no one else that could 

command national support. 

Today the picture ,is totally different. The death of Mr. Gaitske] 

has created a crisis for the Labour Party, both internally and on 

the national scene. Within the party he had established his authorit~ 

completely and on t he national scene it looked very much as though 

he would lead a revitalised Labour Party to victory at the next 

elections. He had won every battle inside t he party and he seemed 

ready to wrest the Premiership of Britain from Mr . Macmillan. Now, 

suddenly, his Labour Party looks divided and leaderless. Certainly, 

neither M.r George Brown nor Mr. Harold Wilson nor Mr . James Callagha 

presently enjoy the kind of national prestige that wins elections. 

So Mr. Macmillan might well decide to call elections this year, while 
_ - shock, 

the Labour Party is still suffering from the/oak+ confusion and 

lack of leadership and direction caused by the death of Hugh &aitskel 
I 

Goodnight. 
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No 640 Statutory Bodies 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Jan 22 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: 

of Agriculture and 
is 

The very important meeting~ between the Minister 
on the future role of the Scotty, 

the leaders of the Jamaica Agricultural Societj,/ 
is 

m either going on now or JllU2 about to gmx!EIX take place soon. 

I · am glad of this meeting and of the fact that it will be out of the 

glare of publicity. This will help to ~emove the question of 'face' 

from the talkl and will thus make easier, we hope, an understanding 

between the Minister and the Society. 

I am sure the~ leaders of the Society have much too much 

sense to misunderstand and misread the meaning of the Prime Minister's 

intervention in this dispute when he made his surprise appearance at 

the Half Yearly meeting. If the leaders of the Society r ead this as 

a sort of capitulation it might lead them into thinking that they are 

bargaining from a position of strength. And this, in turn might lead 

to a certain a t titude of arrogance. I t hink this would be a very 

grave mistake on the part of the Society. The elected government of 

the country (no matter of which party) is the highest authority in the 

land, put there by the majority of the people and we cannot be 

contemptuous of t he government without at the same time being 

contemptuous of the majority of our fellow citizens. But I am sure 

this is not a point that I have to bring to the attention of the 

leaders of the Jamaica Agricultural Society. If anything, they are 

more acutely aware of it than I am. And so I expect th~ talks to be 

cordial, sensible and constructive. 

One of the points which I hope will be discussed very carefully, 

because it is a very important point, is the one on the government's 
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relations with statutory bodies. And this is not simply an agricultura 

question: the I.D.C., the Tourist Board, the Coconut Industry Board, 
,and some others, 

the J.B.C. itself - all these/are statutory bodies and therefore 

affected by this question. What sort of relations should the governm 

have with these bodies? 

To make any sort of sense of this question, I think we must ask 

a further question: What is the point of establishing statutory bodiEB.l 

I think the only sensible justification for statutory bodies is that 
I' 

they should peform the function for which they were set-up more 

effectively, more efficiently and more quickly than it can be performe 

by any government department. If any government department can 
a particular 

perform/DJ: function more effectively than a statutory body then 

there is no point in having a staturtory body to perform that function 

I think that once we get this point clear we can begin to answer our 

first question. The point is that a statutory body is set up to u 
perfo,rm a particular function with a greater freedom, a greater 

a greater effectiveness 
flexibilityland greater speed than is possible for a government 

department. It often a lso performs functions which a government as sue 
It is easier for the I.D.C. to erect factory buildings 

cannot perform. &ax:tnxmLta::txarnhnuccf:i:rnxmxa:rx:i•rln:txxxa:r, 
than it is for the Ministry 
anu:tmQx1Jd7nnrs:tx:fmtt1D1 of Trade and Industry; it is easier for 

the Tourist Board to be in constant touch with tourist interest and to· 

promote tourism than it is for the same ministry; it is easier tor 

the Coconut Industry Board to establish a . detergents factory; easier 

for the J.A.S. to organise the farmers. So statutory bodies are much 

more than just government departments. They are independent bodies 

set up by the government and subject to broad policy guidance by the 

government. But here we run into the problem of definitaions, which 

I will discuss tomorrow: so till then, goodnight. 
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No 641 

NEWS . COMJ.f.i.EN TARY 
For transmission on 
Wed Jan 23 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Statutory Bodies (2) 
Nature and Type of Guidance 

.Good evening: The Jamaica Industrial Development Corporation, 

The Jamaica Tourist Board, The Banana Board AN.a A H68t or 6tl'ieRs 

are statutory bodies which were established by the government. The 

Jamaica Agricultural Society on the other hand, pre-dates the 

government as we know it today. It was formed way back in 1895 and 

it was incorporated in 1941 by the passing of a spec i al law. So the 

J.A.s. is a rather special kind of statutory body. But it does get 

an annual financial grant from the ·government. And this is one of 

the key characteristics of the statutory bodies: they ·can call on 

the government for financial help. And here that old truism comes 

into play. ' He who pays the piper, calls t he tune'. And the tune in · 

t h is case is the broad policy guidance these bo dies must accept from 

the government. Certainly, it would be foolish to expect any govern­

ment to finance any organisation whose functions are calculated to 

either undermine confidence in that government or else to bring down 

that government. So the first thing any statutory body must do is 

accep t broad policy guidance from the government of the day. 

But what is broad policy guidance? There are some people who 

feel that the Minister must be in constant touch with the executive 

head of the statutory body for which he is responsible, in much the 

same way that he is in constant touch with his permanent secretary. 

These people will hasten to add that they are only thinking of certain 

key statutory bodies whose activities can and do affect the government~ 

day to day policies. I would consider the JoA.S., the I,D.C., the 

fourist Board as such 'sensitive' statutory bodies. Certainly, we 

have had dramatic evidence in recent months of what explosive 
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party political dynamite can be fashioned out of the activities of 
and direct 

t hese bodies. Those who favour constant/Ministerial contact with 

the statutory bodies justify this by saying that any government has 

t he right to impose its wishes on the statutory bodies. 

Then there is the opposite school of thought which feels that 

once a government has set up a statutory body and laid down its broad 

policy, that should be the end of it. The Minister should not go 

near the body and should have no contact with the executive head. 

These people are inclined to agree _that there should be financial 
I' . 

accountability to ensure that public money is wisely and carefully 

spent. But their greatest concern is that there should be no contact 

between the politicians and the people who work within the statutory 

bodies. The great fear of these people is that such direct government 

intervention could lead to a situation where the people working for 

these bodies are more concerned with winning the approval of the party 
With 

in power rather than/doirig what is best for the country. 

I am inclined to support a t hird body of opinion which falls 

roughly between these two extreme views. I t hink a certain amount of 

pressure of some sort is pretty well inevitable. Let us face it, neith 
once it is in power 

party/is going to finance any body to act against- it. On the other hand 

it would be good if the executive officers of these bodies could work 

in the confident knowledge t hat t hey must only take oders from their 

boards of directors. And I think an ideal long term solution would be 

to make these boards bi-partisan, with the majority party nominating 

the chairman and a majority of members on each board and the minority 

party nominating the rest. Certainly, this seems a most sensible way a 

KQDg making sure that the usefulness of statutory bodies is not 

destroyed by extreme party politics. Goodnight. 
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No 642 

NEWS COMNJfNTARY 

~:i1mJxlx:«2ne:DOc~:.6m~ 
Some Proqlems in Civics: 

The attitude to work•~. 

For transmission on 
Thursday Jan 24 at 6.1§ p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Let us treat the rest of this week as 'Civics Week' 

because t think there are a number of very important civics problems 

that ought to be given public thought and attention. E'viery now and 

then some public spirited citizen will raise his or her voice in 

protest at the way dirt ·is dumped at some public place, or at the 

foul conditions in which food is sold, or at the filthy state of our 

city streets. Often, this kind of protest has some little effect, 

the place protested about looks clean for a week or ·two, and then 

it all slips back to what it was before t he protests were made. This 

business of keeping up, of sustaining any good effort, is one of 

the most important problems we face. The fact that conditions are 

improved under pressure of public opinion and then slip back again 

when t he pressure is no longer there, shows that those whose job it 

is to keep the city clean are not really interested in what they are 

-doi~ or understand the importance of it. 

And you know, it is all very well for some of us to make a big 

song and dance about the maturity and the political wisdom. and t he 

sophistication of the Jamaican worker - my own view is that we are 

not doing t he Jamaican worker, or Jamaica itself, any service if we 

do not tell the worker when he is wrong and where he is wrong. And 
vast numbers of 

the one point on which I personally will find fault with/DB Jamaivan 

workers is their lack of pride in the job. I have often had the 

impression that the Jamaican worker, male or female, could not care 

less about how the job is done, provided he or she got the money. 

There is no pride · in the job or in how the job is done; and this in 

turn means that the worker does not t h ink anything better is expected 
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of him by his fellow workers or by his employers or by the general 

public 1i11 t Jet■ : or if he does think that t hey expect something 

better of him, he could not care less. 

I know that some people will be only too eager to a gree with me 

this far. But let us go a little further. Transport t hese selfsame 

workers to t he United Kingdom or to the United States and t here is 

a fantastic transformation. We have evidence of it. Jamaican wor~ers 

in Britain have a very high reputation for their industry, trustworth 

ness and pride in t he job. The same thing is true of the _flnited 

States. In fact the J amaican s tend to emerge as t he leaders in t heir 

particular field of activity. So, what is the reason for this odd 

state of affairs? 

The answer is very simple r eally. In both Britain and t he . United 

States t here is no s hame, no lower of status attached to working with 

one's hands. A man who is a chimney sweep or who delivers coal or who 

dig s up roads or who sweeps streets is not regarded as being any less 

t han a man who works in an officeo Even more: t he public cleansing 

worker in t hese countries is proud of t he job he does because he 

knows how important his job is to t he community, and he knows t hat 

both his community and his f ellow workers will re~pect him if he does 

his job well. And so, when the J amai·can worker suddenly finds himself 

ina society where t here is no lowering of status attached to manual 

work and where he is respected on t he basis of his performance, he 

sets about and shows what he can do. The fault t hen is not simply 

with t he worker: primarily it is with t he society's attitude to so-ca~ 

unskilled manual labour. Tha t is problem number one t hat we must 

overcome. Good night. 
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No 643 Some Problems in Civics: 
The Good Citi zens or t he Useful Ci tizen 

NEWS COMMENTAl: Y 
For transmi ss ion on 
Frid~y rnan 25 at 6 .15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speak ing 

Good evening: AIµong my recent. mail from lisln.ers were two 

letters that bear very directly on the problems of civics. The 

first one was from Mr . Desmond Elder of Kings ton and dealt with 

what Mr . Elder described as 'The disgusting condition~ of t he area 
' 

immediately surrounding the new Sheraton Kingston'. The Government, 

says Mr. Elder, has financed and built a pleasant looking structure 

and has landscaped it; but t hen the government neglected to finish 

the project in that t he areas to the north, south and south-west of 

the hotel are eyesores. Add to this the temporary shacks adjoining 

the Liguanea Club and t he approaches to what is in fact an important 

new tourist attraction qecomes anything but attractive. 
t~ 

So ttrat situation is that we go to t he trouble of building a 

really impressive new hotel and then we forg et" or do not bother to 

make t he aanrwndings ~KZX4, attractive. But I do not t hink it id. 

fair to blame this state of affairs on t he central government. If we 

want to blame it on anybody t hen I t hink we should blame i t on the 

Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation Council. It seems to me that 

onc e the hotel was up our City Fathers would have seen the importance 

of making its surrounds as clean and attractive as possible. But in 

any case, I do not t h ink the fixing of blame is important. A much 

more important element to me is the fact t hat t he workers of the 

public Cleansing Department as well as th entire K.S.A.C. set-up 

did not of their own accord see that this state of affairs detracts 

from t he hotel. 
a.. 

The sefond letter, which illustrates t he point in u..e. rather 

different way, is from ¥irs. Mary Mills of Montego Bay and deals with 
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attitudes of educated young civil servants in the postal and other 

government services as well as young shop assistants in t heir 

dealing s with old and useful citizens who happen to be illiterate. 

Mrs. Mills speaks from her own experience of the contempt these young 

people in post offices show to the old people who have to beg their 

help in filling out forms. And she tells the touching story of an 

old ladj going into a book store to buy a reader for a grandchild 

she is probably ,putting through school, and being treated with 

derision because she could not give the title of the book. The fact 
~ 

that she could describe which book it was ignored: the big thing was 
fl 

to show up the old illiterate! 

Now, as far as I am concerned this represents just about as 

false a set of values as you can look for. I think it shows that 

these young people do not know what is a good citizeno It seems to me 
' often 

that these young people/forget t hat in order for them to be in the 

civil service or to hold down other white collar jobs the older 

generations, the old illiterates,had to make many sacrtf&&ea. But 

above all they seem to be sold on the false notion that a good 

citizen is judgJ.. by the way he or she speaks and dresses and t he 

school he or she went to. And so we get the notion of t he good citiz~ 

as the s mart type who went to the right school; who knows the right 

people and has the right friends; who does not do manual labour but 

worlrs in an office or behind a counter. And all those who earn their 

living by using t heir hands, and who are illiterate and who do not 

wear t he right clothes and do not have the right manners are made 

to feel that they are, in Mr. Kipl1ng 1 s words: 1 The lesser bree·d 

without the law'. And once you make people feel no good; then their 

behaviour is likely to be no good. So where do we go from here? 

Goodnight. 
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No 644 Some Problems of Civic: 
Building up pride and responsibility 

NEW'S COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Jan 26 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: In order to try and pinpoint what seems to me 

one of our most crauial problems I may have overstated my case; 

so let me make some qualifications. There are Jamaicans in the civil 

service, in the post office, in private offices, behind counters, 

who do not make their fellow-countrymen who are illiterate wb who 

do manual work, feel inferior. In fact there is a large army of 

these p eople who are very good and who are doing everything in their 

power to correct this state of !!fairs. So the t hing I s hould hate 

is for any of you to feel t hat I have been discussing these problems 

of civics in order to criticise or condemn any section of t he Jamaic 

community. Also, I do not think one can or should use the structure 

of a society as an excuse for the short-comings of all its citizens. 

You have beggars and thieves in every society; you have irresponsi~le 

people and anti--social types in every society. So it is not these 

people I am t hinking about. ~ ~ather, I am thinkin~ of that workerf 

who is so casual and offhand, who has no pride in his job, who d4es 

the least he has to - and yet who ls completely transformed when 

he goes to another country. How do we get him to per form in Jamaica 

as he performs when he hits Britain and the United States? 

First, I ~hink we must learn to give him the respect he is entit 

to as a worker. And in order to do that we will have to transform our 

outlook and our sense of values. And thi s will only happen when we 

understand clearly and completely that the man who keeps our streets 

clean, who sees t hat our sanitation is in good order, is socially 

more valuable to the community as a whole than is the man who makes 

a fortune importing cosmetics. Sure our women must have their cosmetic 
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But cosmetics are not a necessity in the same way that ·good sanitatio 

is. The society will not be threatened with dangerous epidemics if 

the cosmetics business breaks down. All that will happen is that wome 

will be just a little more equal. 

By the same token the old illiterate countryman who has five 

or ten acres in cane or in citrus QI' in bananas is socially and 

economically more valuable to the society as a whole than is the 

bright young insurance executive. Again, the teacher in the country­

side maintaining his family as best he can on his meagre salary is 

socially much more useful to the society as a whole than the merchant 

who imports the sheerest nylon stockings or the latest style in 

drainpipe_ pants or the latest ties or shirts. It seems to me that 

it is all ~a question of values and that once we get our values right 

we will be over the hump. Our street cleaner will know that the 

society appreciates the importance of his job and· he will do it with 
.. 

new pride and a new sense of responsibility so that no-one will . 

have to tell him to tidy up the surrounds of the Sheraton Kingston: 

he will know that it is part of his responsibility to his community. 

It will then be the pride of respDnsibility of the young person in 

the post office to help the old illiterate. The thing is that once 

you start going in the right direction it has a snowball effect. But 

any re~l beginning must. be based on understand~ o let us think out 

our values. 

And then let us begin to build a sense of pride in good and hones 

work that is socially useful; once we do that social r esponsibility 

Will follow. Goodnight 
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No 645 1) Primary Schools Committee 
2) Issa on Tourist Problems 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday January 28 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Now that the Prime Minister has announced the 

composition of the Committee which will examine the school space 

problem I hope that the public, as well as all the organs of public 

opinion, will take it easy on the rather hot debate that has been 

raging around this matter. I hope we will all give t he Committee a 

chance to examine the matter without being subjected to the public 

pressure and clamour t hat can often lead to decisions of expediency 

which are not necessarily good for the country. I know this is what 

t he Americans would call a 1hot pota,ao' of great propaganda value: 

both politicians and press can go to town on it. But it is also an 

urgent national matter; and so my hope is that untiJ. t he Committee 

has put some ideas before th country we will let it work in peace. 

Certainly, I do not propose to either nag it, criticise it, or advise 

it until it has worked out its plans and put them forward. The only 

thing I would do is to KB% urge them to move as fast as possible. 

Now for a word about t he very urgent matter of Tourism. Over 

the weekend Mr . Abe Issa, t he Chairman of the J amaica Tourist Board, 

gave a sort of progress report on the present situation of the 

Tourist :blmHllllJ tradee Mr. Isaa discus sed the reasons for the fall 

off in the trade and some of the t hings that could and s hould be done 

to r estore the trade. What I would like to do here is to pick up 

what seem to me a few fundamental points about the tourist trade. 

First let us look at it in terms of the nat1onai economy. Tourism 
what is known as 

is part of/Jamaica's Invisible Trade: invisisble becaaee we cannot 

say t hat we sold t he tourists so many bottles of sunshine or so many 

pounds of 1 J amaican service and friendliness and hospitality. But 
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there is noth ing invisible about the results of t he tourist trade. 

In 1956 Jamaica's net earnings from Invisible Trade amounted to just 

over four million pounds; in 1960 .this same invisible trade had 

risen to twelve million pounds - and tourism was responsible for 

mos t of this fantastic rise. In 1961 visitors who came to Jamaica 

for holidays spent just under thirteen and. a half million pound&. 

They spent this large sum of money on hotels and guest houses, on 

shopping, on travelling around the island and on entertainment. And 

once you start thinking carefully about these t hings you will realise 

that t hese activities of t he tourists creat ed a large number of jobs 

for ~amaicans: jobs for hotel workers, for transport workers,for shop 

assistants. I cannot tell you just how many people are employed 

e~ther directly or indirectly in the tourist tr~de but all you have 

to do is to look at the hotels and at Jamaica's tourist resort areas 

to realise that it must be a very large number indeed. My own guess 

is that tourism is probably the second largest employer of labour 

after sugar. So, for me, purely in terms of creating jobs, tour ism 
tens of 

~a very important. If it cellapsee it will t hrow/thousands of ordinary 

people out of work. That is point number one which I ' am not sure we 

all appreciate as fully as we shouldo Point number two ls that it is 

not in our own interest to treat tourists in such · a manner that they 

don't want to come back. So I would like to see two t hings done: let 

us charge the tourist ( and everybody else who buya that kind of 

service) an extra ten percent and do away with the whole business of 

tipping. The corrm.pting effect of tipping on both tipper and tipped 

is horrible to behold; and second, let us make begging a punishable 

offence. Goodnighto 
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No 646 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

The E:c.M. Crisis - and the Problem 
of European 'Independence'. 

Tuesday January 29 at 6.15pom 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: It was just twleve days ago - on Thursday January 

17th - t hat I dmscussed the sudden and dangerous crisis that had 

developed when fresident de Gaulle of France suddenly decid1ed that 

he did not want Britain to be admitted to the~ European Common Market. 

Well,~•••••• in order to avoid a complete collpase of the talks the 
two 

Benelux countries - or at least tu•• of them, Belgium and the 

Netherlands - proposed a postponement. This postponemen:t, ended 

yesterday. Just what the outc6me of these resumed talks will be, is 

anybody's guess. vfuat I feel we ought to do here is to try and 

clear the air a little and get back 'to an understanding of the issues 

involved. At the moment the attempt seems to be to make President 

de Gaulle villain of t he piece and I do not think this is going to 

help anybody. So, back .to fundamentals. 

Why does de Gaulle oppose Britain's entry into the Common Market? 

De Gaulle himself said that he wanted the European Common Market to 

be 'properly European' and not 'any colossal Atlantic Community 

under American leadership and dominance.' Rightly or wrongly, he 

feels that Britain with her special relationship with the United 

States and with the Commonwealth, will not be primarily concerned 

with furthering European interests. Rightly or wrongly, as de Gaulle 

aees it, Britain could, once she assumes leadership within the 

Bommunity bring Europe under American leadership and dominance. 

And you know, the moment you start examining this position 

dispassionately you find that it is not as unreasonable as British 

and American propagandists try to make it outo 

As a purely objective proposition I think de Gaulle is right in 
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his view that Britain is not 'properly European' and that her aim is 

to put the Common Market under American leadership and dominance. 

Now, if you see everything in the world in terms of the Cold War 

between Russia and the United States then it is of course very eaay 

to take a stand on this. That which is against communism is bound to 

be for the West and for democracy: and since the United States is 

the most powerful representative of the West and both the economic 

and military shield of the West, all anti-communists must accept 

United States leadership. It seems to me that this is in fact the 

kind of rationalisation t hat Senator Fulbright and the U.S. Foreign 

Relations Committee are working towards. I think the concern expressed 

in the United States when France and Germany signed, on Tue4day of 

last week, a treaty of political, military and cultural co-operation, 

is another manifestation of this evolving qonc ept. 

But if . you do not see everything in terms of the Cold War, then 

something very interesting comes to light. And that is this: Russia 

today has her China and her Albania - both communist states that don~ 
that 

accept the proposition :to Russia is the guardian of all communist 

wisdom and has a divine right to lead the_communist world. And now 

the United States has her France whose Government is quite as anti­

communist as that of the United States but who do es not feel t hat 

the United States has a divine right to lead the non-communist world. 
both the United States and Russia 

So in this respect we can say that IUIJam~ux~~x1Kas~x•1xtiul 
are faced with problem of having allies who refuse to be 
i■ttxW~~xxaxska:txxsxhauxxs■x%1nxBllllBKJaxd Satellites. And the way 

they react to these'diff•cult friends' is strikingly similar in some 
\ 

respects. But much more important is the fact that de Gaulle today 

represents the fight for European political and economic independence. 

And this could bear very strongly on the shape of the future: but more 

on t hat tomorrow. So till t hen, goodnight. 
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No 64? Europe and the Future 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Jan 30 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Last night I told you that President de Gaulle 

of France representsu the fight for European political and economic 
\ 

independence; and I told you that I thought %iua this could bear 

strongly on the shape of the future. Let me try to explain: 

Europe represents roughly 4,129,908 square miles of land; it 

represents roughly 600,000,000 people; it represents, in overall terma 

the highest level of social economic and political justice yet 

attained by mankind. Within Europe,and especially western Europe, 

there is a sreater freedom for the individual than anywhere else 

on earth; there is a greater degree of social security; there is a 

richer flowering of culture and the arts. There is an older and more 

honoured tradition of 41ssent than anywhere else in the world. And 

by the way, the United Kingdom is included in this Europe. It is this 

Europe that founded empires and tradJ in slaves and gave the world 
I. 

the scientific and technological knowledge that made possible today's 

journeys into space and atomic submarines and the miracle of modern 

television. This is a factual description, not an emotional one. 

Before, and between the two world wars Europe was the political and 

economic centre of the world. And then came the collapse of empire an 

t he decline of Europe. In t he East and in the West the new political 

and ~conomic giants took over. But even in decline Europe representeq 
historcal 

maturity, a genius for understanding/movements and trends and a 

superlative capacity for survival and recovery. If you want evidence 

there is the economic miracle over the past fifteen years or so; t her 

is t he political miracle of t he creation of the single European 

identity after cent uries of rivalry and war; and there is the signing 
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last week of the treaty of co-operation between France and Germany, 

the traditional and historic enemies. 

Add all this together: give it 11 t •• and military viability, 

give it a clear and independent political vision, And you have a 

remarkable new force on the world scene. This is a forc e t hat is 

economically as strong as, and potentially stronger than,the giant 

of the East on the one side and the giant. of the West on the other. 

Let us face it, the power conflict between Russia and the United 

States has led the world into an impasse. As far as the two great 

powers are themselves concerned, what sort of end can there be to the 

Cold War? You either have a war in which they destroy each other and 
and 

most of the rest of the world, or else one capitulates/%m the other 

becomes the sole ruler of _the world. If they avoid war then they 

will, in th~j compettition, continue the division of the world into -two 

blocs with each becoming more and more insiatBilt on having dictatorial 

leadership within its bloc - and in time t he value differences might 

become blurred. 
, the 

I think the emergence of the new Europe, with/independent vision 

that de Gaulle wants for it, can point the way ou~ of t his destructive 

and sterile situation. The Europeans have coped with communism within 

their own countries and t hey know t hat they can lick it economically. 

And so they do not allow it to become an\ obsession. And so the new 

Europe, especially if it is aided and abetted by the new unity of 

Christendom, could take a new direction that could makw the Cold W:S.r 

irrelevent. All t qis ! I sug~est, is involved ,__in de Gau~te' s fight 
~ - ~ ~~-e-._ ~l,tN-\Vf' \0 ~ · I '?',, .. f ~ ~ ,, ~-- t ~~ , _. ).. 

:•~alnob:k&itj 1ll'll:J eolosssJ Atlantic -Oo1umtnr:l:ty ande;i: 1Lmrieeu lcaa:ei·sh!t, 

and tlti ti19fti-C I.!£¢' the vision is both grand and heroic. Goodnight. 
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No 648 Collapse of E.C.M. talks - the Aftermath 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Jan 31 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: From what I said last night and the night before 

on France's veto of Britain's membership of t he Commob Market you will 

reali&e t hat I do not agree with those who see President de Gaulle's 

action as stemming from arrogance or hatred or the desire to dominate 

Europe or humiliate Britain. I told you how I saw de Gaulle's motivati , 

and I expressed t he view that de Gaull~' s concept of a strong and 

independent new Europe showed a dramatic way out of the present irnpass 

of the politics of the Cold War. But having said all that, and having 

made it quite clear that I think de Gaulle represents historical 

progress in this matter, I still find it possible to regret the 

breakdown of the talks: the immediate consequenceji!' of the breakdown 

could kJa1I be to hit some countries, and Jamaica is one of t heft'l 

pretty hard. 

But I think t he country that will be hardest hit is the United 

Kingdom itself: and she is going to be hit where ,it hurts most - in 

her desperate drive for markets. In order to maintain the relatively 
-t 1~i"~ 

high standard of living of 'her people Britain must sell her manufactur 
I\ 

goods abroad on reasonably good terms. In addition she must continue 

to give her farmers the assistance and protection they now enjoy. So 

what are the markets to · which she has access? First, t here is t he 

Commonwealth. But obviously, if the Commonwealth markets could absorb 

· ~11 of Britain's manufactured goods there would have been no need to 

look fcrr other markets. Unfortunately, although t he Commonwealth is 

very l a r ge in area and population it repr ~sents a relatively s mall 

market . for British manufactured goods. The realiilon is simple 0 The vast 

majority of Commonwealth member countries have a very low spending po 
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Canada, Australia, New Zealand are the only member countries with 

living standard that are anywhere near the living standards of Weste 

Europe or the United States . And these three relatively affluent 

6ommonwealth member~ have very tiny populations. The members with 
I 

large populations - the Afr ican and Asian members of the Commonwealth 
· really larg e 

are too poor to be/gad markets for British manufactured goods. Add 

to this t he fact that in Canada, Australia and New Zealand - as we1l 

as in the poorer Commonwealth countries - she has to compete with 

exports from the United States, Western Europe and Japan, and you 

have the picture of a country struggl•ng desperately even to retain 

the small markets within her own Commonwealth. So much for t he 

Commonwealth markets. 

As far as United States markets are co~cerned things are even 

rougher. American manufactureea want the American domestic market for 

themselves and they have made it very tough for any outsider to get a 

foothold. Indeed the United States Congress is very sensitive to the 

powerful pressures of the business lobby for . protection: and the 

level of protection is very high. And so, in order to get the added 

markets she needed to no more than hoid her own, Britain was forced 

to turn finally to the flourishing).f European Commo,n Market which she 

had rejected a few years earlier. Now it has rejected her, largely 

because she would not turn her back on the Commonwealth or the United 
' Statese And let us face it the Commonwealth has not often behaved in 

a manner that deserved this kind of sacrifice from Britain: and the 

United States has often dealt so harshly with Britain as to make the 

t he so-called Angb -American partnership a mockery. I think this 

British aacrfftee deservei better partners. Goodnight. 
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No 649 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Feb 1 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Knocking the Trade Unions 

Good evening: The ,technique of what the Americans have so aptly 

' named as 'brainwashing' and the Chinese Communists have so cynically 

named 'self-cultivation' is one of the most subtle and dangerous 

things in the world: and it is also one of the simplest things. It is 

as dangerous and as simple as this: If you or I told ourselves as 
and 

the very last thing at night/m~ the very first thing in the morning 

that . life is ugly; and if we interrupted whatever· we are doing at 

regular intervals throughout the day to remind ourselves that life is 

ugly; and if we regularly told everybody with whom we came into 

contact that life is ugly; and if we forced. thia view o~ those over 
,l;,~i vi--4 ~ 

whom we have power and authority - we will end up~ t1'r& fact 

that life really is ugly. And the people on whom we have forced this 

view will also end up accepting it as a fact that life is ugly. This 

is brainwashing in its crudest form; and there are elements of this 

around us all the time. The selection of our news so that only the 

ugly and sordid appear in the press or over the radio as 'good news' 

is an example of this crude form of ~rtinwashing. And I am very glad 

to see that the Vatican newspaper has recently attacked this brand of 

news selection. Because we are fed with this kind of news day ·after 

day we end by believing that the world is as ugly as the newspapers 

say it is • .And we expect all our fellow men to behave like the thieves 

or the murderers or the rapists or the warmongen; or the race-haters 

or the child-beaters that the n~ws tells us about every day. And this 

becomes the norm. ~'l-.-L-~ \LL.~ ~ \....~ • 
.... t" 

I am mentioning t"fi4.& again because I have detected in recent 

months what seems to me an unhealthy attempt to brainwash the Jamaican 
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community about the role played by the trade union mdvement in the 

lif~ of the community. Please do not get me wrong. I am not saying 

the trade union movement in Jamaica should not be criticised. Indeed 

I t hink the trade union movement will benefit very greatly fmlmxax 

if it got more criticism of a really constructive nature. For instance 

I would very much like to know wha.t happens to the ~_ion dues that 
up 

members pay: is t his money used to set/workers' educational classes, 

or an unemployment _fund from which the workers can draw in t he event 

of a long strike, or to supplement such s i ckness benefit as they 

might get2 I would have expected the critics of the trade union 

movement ( who always say that they are speaking or writing for the 
\ 

good of t ne movement and the _country), I would have expected t hem 

to deal with these topics which are of vital interest to the whole 

society. I think that if our unions ach ieved the ' setting up _of the 

t hings I have just mentioned they will, at the same time, have ac hieve 

a very high degree of trade union and social maturity which will be 

reflected in labour relation.a, productivity and a sens e of responsibi 
d iscussing 

to whe whole society. But instead of/this the critics go on harping 

on the politics of the unions until there is an impression that this 

is both a terrible thing and a uniquely Jamaican thing. Some criti~s 

have even gone as far as accusing the 6nions of preparing t he ground 

for communismo This is utter nonsense • .!Rhe union-pprty connection is 

not the terrible threat it is made out to be. In any case it is there 

and we are not going to get out of it by smearing the unions. So, 

let us stop knocking the trade union movement and be at least as 

constructive in our criticism as we would like the unions to be. 

Goodnight. 
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No 650 

NEWS co:MMENTARY 

Ja National Choral & o{ihestral Society 
and flowering of Jamaican Culture 

For transmission on 
Saturday Feb 2 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I am sure that all of you who listened to the 

Af'te Celebrations Choir during Jamaica's independence festivities, 

will kholeheartedly welcome the news of the formation of the Jamaica 

National Choral and Orchestral Society. The fact that the Society 

will be under the leadership of Mr. James Verity is added reason for 
" 

pleasure. Mr. Verity sho~ed us wha~ he can do with the Arts Celebrat , 

Choir and Jamaica can certainly do with what he has to offer. 

I do not myself think that there is any question about . the need 

for such a Choral and Orchestral Society. What there does seem to me 

to be a very great need for is a streamlining and dovetailing of 

such efforts; and it is on this question of dovetailing and stream­

lining artistic effort that I would like to say something this evenin8 

It is an unhappy fact, but a fact all the same, t hat we waste an 

awful lot of energy in the wrong kind of artistic competition. I made 

mention of this in my commentary of Saturday January the 12th when I 

discus sed the des tructive impact of the person who has to run down 

everything that went before in order that he or she can be the ~reat 

Beginner. There is a .sort of reverse aspect to this too, and you wil 

notice it panticularly in the arts. 

The new writer, the new artist, the new musician, the new actor, 

has to run down all that has gone before in order to make himself or 

herself that much bigger. But t here is' something else too: the 

old established writer or .artist or actor or musician as -an equal 

vested interest in running down the new person because he or she wants 

to be the only one in t he field. This is a sort of artistic cannibal~ 

and I think t hat i t is t his sort of artisic co·mpetititon - t hi 's 
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cannibalistic eating up of each other - that our_ artists can happily 

do without. The kind of competition that I should be happy to see 

in its place is the competition for quality. There is room for both 

th~ Little Theatre Movement and a Folk Theatre, and there is nothing 

wrong in friendly and co-operative rivalry between the two in the 

interests of better ~uality and higher standards. Indeed, I am reasaq 
and 

certain that the older L.T.M. would welcome this/would give the newer 

folk theatre all the help possible with costumes, props and the like. 

What is not welcome is for either to try to low-rate the other or tea 

it down. Certainly, I t hink we have a right to _ expect that the 

intereata of the theatre would be put above the interests of any 

section of it, and that a time will come when we will witness the 

kind of co-operation we saw a mong the choirs during the independence 

celebrations. Mr. Verity them brought a number of . local choirs 

together and welded them together into a gloriously artistic whole 

that inspired all who listened. 

This is on.e . of the key reasons why I a m so happy about the 

establishment of the Choral Society. It could set the pattern for th• 

streamling of artistic effort and it could help to do ,away with the 

impulse towards artistic cannibalism. If all the choirs and the 

Jamaica School of Music could achieve the same kind of co-operation 
t he 

that was achieved with/Arts Celebrations Choir then we might well 

be in for a glorious time with choral and orchestral music in Jamaica • 
.. 

And this, in turn, might have the effect of stimulating a flowering 

of the entire Jamaican culturet. Goodnight. 
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No 651 The International Scene 

NEWS co~ !~TARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Feb 4 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I t hink some of the most interesting and BOil!L.Of 

the most 

close ,ef 

hopeful trends for 
f;_,..e, 

~ lk__ 
Jamaica, s howed themselves toue.r'1s the-

last week~ But before 
/\ 

discussing these trends let us do a 

piece of interim stocking-taking on the international scene. Sp much 

has happened in recent weelEand especially over the past ten days 

that it is high time for us to %U5 ensure that we do not lose touch. 

Taking a sort of world view of t he international scene,I should 

say that what has been most dramatic has been the changing fortunes 
' of United States policy. The end of 1962 saw United States policy 

finally coming out on top with a series of decisive politic~l and 

psychological victories in the Cold War • . It all began with the 

build-up of mis,sile bases in Cuba. Russian communist arrogance, 
fm~ U.S. leadership · 

Russian contempt for/'JluxW.n, had reached such proportions that 

they set about building these misslee bases with only the most casual 

conceilment. I honestly think the Russian assumption was that the 
would 

United · states would protest,/make a lot of noise at the United Nation 

and very little else. Russia knew that there was no unity of approac 

among the western allies themselves on the Cuban question: the Britieti 

and Canadian- view of Cuba differed markedly from the American view. 

The Russians assumed that before taking any action the United States 

would consult her principal allies and that by the t~me the arguement 

between them had been settled t he missiles would be in place for 

launching, and Russia and Cuba would be able to talk to the United 

States and Latin America from a new pos ition of strength right ins,ide 

the American sphere. But they were wrong. The United States acted. 

swiftly and firmly - without consulting any of its allies - and the 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

Russians suddenly found t hemselves faced with the choice of either 

going to war over Cuba or of backing down. They backed down; and t he 

whole balance of the Cold War was changedo After years of being on 

the defensive the United States suddenly found herself in the position 

of, as the Americans would say, ~Calling t he s hots '. And 1t was a 

wonderful and a glorious feeling. And please note that they had ach1ev 

this wonderful rever~al in Cold War fortune& by going it alon-e, by 

acting without consult ing anybodyo bl this was not the only point 

at which going it alone had paid off. Down in south-east Asia the 

ax:ttulllDIIIJaai communist& have been prevented from taking over South 

Viet Nam · simply because the Americans have supplied vast quantities 

of weapons, an army of 'military advisers', and large sums of money 

to ;keep anti-communist resistance alive. This has been going on for 

quite some time. And more recently, in Afri~a, United States support 

for the UNited Nations Congo operation helped more than anything else 

to end the long Congo crisis. And here too, the United States acted 

alone and in the face of the opposition of her allies. And so it shoul ' 

not be a matter of surprise if the United States now tends to want to 

treat her allies like rubber stamps or if t he United Statelil geti angry 

if t hey ~efuse to respond like rubber stamps. She has discovered, by 
· · and acting toughly, 
painful experience, t hat acting on her own/does pay off. The trouble 

just getting tough 
i s t hat/ iktx is no magic obeah,as France and Canada have shown. A 

me9hanical toughness for its own sake has already lost the U.S. much 
Cold Wail 

of the/advantage it had a month ago. How the United States resolves 

this particular problem seems to me the most important issue on the 

international scene today. Goodnighi. 
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No 652 The Hopeful Trends 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For , transmi ssion on 
Tuesday Feb 5 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Let me talk about the hopeful trends that I 

mentioned last night. First, let us begin with housingo I do not 

think that anybody in Jamaica needs to be convinced of the urgent 

need for new housing• And yet you know, there are fifteen thousand 

very good Jamaicans citizens who are holding up the government's 

housing effort. These are the people who have either bought houses 

from the government or who are tenants on government housing pro~ects 

or who have borrowed money to build their own homes. Altogether, 

these~ people owe the government the grand sum of three-hundred and 

fifty-seven t housand pounds. Is this one of the hopeful trends I 

am talking about? Certainly not. What is hopeful is what Mr. Clem 

Tavares, the Minister of Housing, said about this unhappy state of 

affairs in a broadcast he made on January 23rd. Mr. Tavares gave 

us the facts and then he said: "This situation has been developing 

over a period of years because no serious and sustained efforts have 

been made to collect arrears due to partisan politics". Mr. Tavares 

then went on to s ay that this government was not going to let t his 

state of affairs continue; t hey were going to collect the money and 

us e it to build more houses. I could not be more on the side of Mr. 

Tavares. 

You know a s well as I do that if these fifteen thousand people 

were tenants of some private landlord or owed the money to some 

private firm t hey would have paid up a long time ago. They would have 

paid up becau~e they would have known t hat if they did not do so 

the landlord would have t hrown them out or taken posession of t he 

house. But because it was t he government, and because the governmenj 
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is made up of politicians who are dependent on the votes of people 

like t hose fifteen thousand, the government has allowed them to live 

like parasites off t he society as a whole. For party political reason& 
fby both the first Labour Admini s tration and the P.N.P.) 

these people were allowed/to rob the nation and slow down its buildine 

programme. Now, Mr. Tavares, speaking for this government, has said 

that his party has turned its~ back on this kind of 'buying' of good­

will and votes at the nation's expense. Thi~ is hopeful trend number 

one. And if the government sticks to its decision and insists on 

g■ttbl:g collecting all money t hat is due it may achieve much more 

than just collecting £357,000 worth of debts - and having that much 

money in hand for additional housing. It might also achieve that 

very much more important result of getting rid of t he dangerous 

politics of the big promise of quick results which has so often ended 

up in dictatorships. Because make no mistake about it, it is the 
of 

promise of the slick and quick solution,/the easy overnight way out 

of difficulties that has led first, to the acceptance of the great 

benevolent fat.her-figure and then xa the dictator, both of whom start 

off promising the moon. And let us f a ce it, both parties have made 

a number of promises of this sort in the· past. Old age pensions, free 

education, homes for all, an end to unemployment: to talk as though 

all these things can be achieved without hard work and sacrifice on 

the part of all the cit i zens of the society, is to promis e the moon. 

I am glad we are getting off the moon-ride. So the fifteen thousand 

must pay for their homes. And hopeful trend number two came last 

Thursday when the Prime Minister said straight out that we will . 

have to raise another million pounds a year in taxes to ~ay for our 

educational needs. Hopeful trend number t hree came from the Senate; 

and I will tell you about t hat tomorrow. So till then, goodnight. 
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No 653 Sydney Phillips on Birth Control 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Feb 6 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking. 

-
Good evening: I think we will all agree on J amaica's basic 

problems: they are unemployment, shortage of housing, feeding our 
' 

ever growing population and finding school space for our ever-growing 

school population - in s hort, the problem xu is to make what we have 

go round and to create more wealth. In dealing with these problems we 

are faced with certain very clear limitations. First, the land area 

of Jamaica is limited: it does not matter what we do, we cannot make 

J amaica any larger than it is. And this means that if we improve our 

agricultural methods and production until they reach maxinrum efficien 

there would still be a limit beyond which we cannot improve m because 

of the limitation of land. The same goes for our resources: they are 

fixed and once you reach maximum efficiency in their exploitation, 

there is nothing more you can do. The only thing to which there seems 

to be no present limit is the growth of the population. And it was 

on this subject that Senator Sydney Phillips spoke when he 4ook part 

in the State-of-the-Nation debate last Friday. Senator Phillips who 

sits on the Government benches in the Upper House, appealed to the 

government to undertake an immediate campaign of public education in 

matter of birth control. It is interesting that Senator Phillips spoke 

o·f Elft increasing our agricultural production as well_. as of educati~ 

the country in birth control. And what made this particular discussion 

one of the hopeful trends of which I spoke last night, is the fact 

that Senator Douglas Fletcher, the unofficial leader of the opposition 

in the Senate, welcomed what Mr. Phillips said. So we have two 

distingu i shed Senators representing the two opposing parties in our 

legislature agreeing on the ' need for public education on birth control 
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But this does not mean that Mr . Phillips and Mr. Fletcher were 

speaking for the political parties they represent in the Senate. 

Neither the Jamaica ~abour Party nor the People' s National Party 

have adopted any stand on the question of birth control. My own view 

is that the two parties have not touched this question because it has 
that is 

been turned into something/politically explosive. The Catholic Churc 

is opposed to birth control on religious grounds,and most of us have 

heard the slogan that birth control is a plot to kill the Negro. And 

so you have a religious and a racial force in opposition to birth 

control. In addition there is the opposition of custom. Mr. Phillips 

told of a woman being described as a ' 'mule' i f she did not have a 

child by the time s he was twenty. And he told of his visit to a count~ 

hospital where one unmarried young woman was having her nineth child 

and another her. twelfth. I would have thought that it was these poor 

young creatures who had been turned into nothing but breeders who 

were the mules. But that is a matter of opinion. What is not opinion 

are the following facts. First, that Jamaica's populatfon increased 

by over half a million over the past twenty years. Estimates are that 
Jamaicans 

there wi-11 be two million-one-hundred-and-fifty-thousand/in 1970 if 

migration comes to an end and we do nothing about birth control. Fact 

two is that over the past five years we exported more than_ 100,000 of 

the population. But now there is restr~ction on migration. If nothing 

is done about population then we will have to find roughly 200,000 

more jobs between now and 1970 simply to keep unemployment where it 
birth 

now stands. Mr . Phillips says a way out is to make education on ~amrii 
control 
~xaJUIDlg available. I agree with him;and I think this is another issue 

t hat should be removed from partisan politics. It is a national matter. 

which s hould be onpenly and freely discussed. Goodnight. 
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0 654 Wat ershed Protection Act 

NEvvS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Feb 7 at 6 .15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I went to the House of Repr esentatives on Tuesday 

evening and listened to t he discussion on the Watershed Protection 

Act which was up for second reading. I wall t he proceedings a 1 discusa 

because I t hink it would be mis leading to describe what took place as 

a debate. Both sides of the House were in basic agreement on the need 

for this law. Such disagre~ment as t here was, was on detail, not 

on principle. 

And as I sat in t he Press Gallery listening to Mr . Gyles, Mr. 

Munn, Mr. Seiveright am~xm Mr. Roy McNeil and Mr. Manley, I was a 
--little sorry that my good friend Harold Cahusac of Frome was not ~here 

beside me. I think he should have been there because I think that 

more than Jdmm•x any other single individual Harold Cahusac can 

claim credit for the :b:mx passing of this Watershed Protection Act 

on Tuesday night. For more years than he cares to remember Mr. Cahusac 

has argued and pleaded and agitated and cursed and begged for somethi 

to b e done to preserve this Jamaican earth. But he has done much more 

t han jus,t talko I remember just over a year ago when he organised a 

big Watershed Protection drive. He invited scores of people from all 

over J amaica up to Frome and then, after entertaining us, he took us 

in about a score of landrovers to look at the Watershed Protection 

work t hat pad been done in his part of Westmoreland. I remember that 

all this took place during a relatively dry period and most of us had 

travelled acros s a parched and dried up land to get to Frome. v~. 
Keble Munn who was then t he Minister of Agriculture walil there; and so 

was Ken Maxwell, Morris C~rgill and Mickey Hendricks. There was also 

an army o~ agricultural Extension Officers. 
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As I said, we had travelled through parched and barren and dry 

land to get to Freme. And then Cahusac took us to an area where he 

and his faithful helpers had put into practise all his watershed pcmx 

protection ,t heories. And it was like entering another world. You felt 

the moisture in the very air you breathed. It was a green world of 

thick foliage, of damp earth and a lushness such as I have not seen 

anywhere elae in Jamaica. This looked and f elt like t he land of 

Wood and Water; this, I thought at the time, was what all- of Jamal.ca 

must have looked like in the days of the Arawaks. Abd Cahusac's 

message that day'!, as it had been for so many years, was that we coul 

make all Jamaica look as he and his helpers had made that particular 
' 

part of Westmor eland look: all t hat was needed was proper Watershed 

i reteett&n,£. And on Tuesday of this week our rulers passed t he law 

t hat would make possible t his watershed protection. 

One of the important details on which there was argument was on 

the question of who will pay the cost of Watershed Protection. The 

previous government had prepared a Bill which would have required tha~ 

people whose land came under a protection scheme should pay a share o 

the cost. In t he new Bill, however, this ppoposal had been dropped: a 

the Opposition felt t his was a weakness. They felt that if people 

were given the impression t hat everything was going to be done for 

them without charge they will tend not to want to do anything, to help 

themselves. I agree with the Opposition about this. The nation as a 

whole must not be called upon to subsidise laziness, inefficiency and 

selfishness. But this is a point of detail which can be reeolved 0 Wh 

is important is that the law has been passed. This 1s the great 

beginning in the fight to save the Jamaican earth. Goodnight. 
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No 655 Indus trialisation~ Some Limitations 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Feb 8 at 6 .16pom 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

, 

Good evening: Whenever there i s any slackening off in the 

country's economic activity the temptation to come up with pet 

solutions is very strong. Very few of us seem able to resist t he 

temptation to offer t he 'only solution'. There are unfortunately 

very few situations where solutions are as simple as t hat. But the 

real trouble about t his business of offering 'only solutions' is 

that it tends to build up fals~ expectations and hopes; it perpetuate 

the noti_on that there are simple solutions and s hort cuts to our 

problems. So ,let us take a closer look at the proposition ,t hat 

industrialisation is the 'only solution' to our unemployment problem. 

As a broad statement I agree with all t hose people who are pressing 

for as rapid industrialisation as possible. In fact I would welcome 

anything t hat creates new employment opportunities, provided it does 

not put t he 'country deeper into t he red at the same time. 

But there are certain very cl ear limitation at present to 

industrialisation in Jamaica. One of the key limitations is that 

we do not have a large and relatively cheap source of power. Let me 

explain: at t he moment the expo-rts from our bauxite and alumina 

a mounts to £30.4 million. (This, incidentally, repr esents half of 
-

t he total value of the i sland 1 s domestic exports). Now, if we had 
-an abundant supply of cheap power it might have been possible to 

carry t he refining of the bauxi te beyond the alumina stage: indeed, 
such 

given/power and t he training of workers, Jamaicans~ would have 

been in a position to produce t he finished aluminium right here in 

Jamaicao And t hi s would have made a world of difference in additional 

revenue and in additional job opportunities. But t he one thing we do 
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not have in abundance and cheaply is hydro-electric power. So here 

we have limitation number one. And so we cannot go in for the t&Gtal 

e~ploitation of our richest mineral asset. It is possible that in 

time we may be able to get the kind of power needed from a small 

nuclear reactor. But this will be a very expensive process to start 

with, and in any case, our bauxite deposits may have been exhausted 

by t hen. 

The point I am trying to bring home is this: In order to industr l 
ise 

mea?ingfully fro m the point of view of the society as a whole, two th 

are requir~d: first there must be a cheap and abundant supply of 

power and second, the country mus~ produce the raw materials which 

are to be turned into finished goods. If t he power is too hlgh.- priced 

and the raw materials have to be imported, industrialisation might 

well turn out to be a costly fiction that benefits only the smart 

outside operator looking for tax holidays · and cheap labour. Please 

do not get me wrong. I am not hostile to industrialisation. We need 

desperately to diversify the economy and great efforts have been 

made in that direction over the past few years. But I think that in 

our · eagerness we have often pampered people who have come here with 

the most doubtful propositions. And you know, t he really successful 

efforts in this direction have been t hose industries that are based 

on local raw materials: mining, oils and fats, sugar, coffee etc - al] 
or the J amaican earth 

industries that depend on J amaican agriculture/ for t heir raw aaterial. 

To industrialee successfully we must f ace up to these limitations -

and exploit t hem. Goodnight. 
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1) Tax Emempt1on for Charities 
2 ) Freedom and Responsibility (Sppech & Press) 

NEW"S COMMENTARY. 
For transmission on 
Saturday Feb 9 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

-
Good evening I welcome very much the government's decision to 

exempt from income tax all gifts to charitable organisations fighting 

against polio and cancer, as well as all gifts to the College of Arts 

Science and Technology. I am sure t hat everybody who is interestel 

in the good work done by the Ja maica Cancer Society and t he Pd&io 

Rehabilitation Centre will welcome t his decision as warmly as I do. 

So, if I now go on to quarrel with the manner in which the government 

has set about t his matter, please bear with meo I am afraid the 

government has set about doing a good t hing in a very bad way th 

can do a ·lot of harm to a number .of other voluntary social services. 

Let me call a few or' my . own pet voluntary social organisationa .· 

to s how you what I mean. First, there is the Jamaica Association for 

Mentally Handicapped Children. I have talked so often about spastic 

children and t he special kind of help they need that I will not 

repeat it here. Then there is he Society for the Blind and the 

' Association in Ai d of t he Deaf. I think these bodie& serve a purpose 

which, in pure hij~an terms, is quite as important as the Cancer 
Polio 

Society and the/Rehabilitation Centre~ And then there are t he bodies 

that look after lost and homeless and helpless little children; bodies 

like the Child Welfare Association and t he Save t he Children Fund. 

It seems to me that by g iving tax exemption only to t he anti pol~ 

and anti-cancer organisations the government is effectively penalising 

t hese other bodies. It is natural for peop le to want to give so 

t hey can deduct from tax what t hey have given. 

What makes t his business even worse is t hat there are twenty-six 

bodies which make up t he Council 'or Voluntary Social Service: t he 
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the Cancer Society and the Polio Rehabilitation Centre are only two 
' mt the twenty-six. And it was t he Council, representing all twenty-six 

bodies, which has been carrying on the campaign for this tax~ -exemptim 

move. Now, without any reference to the Council, it has been decided 

to exempt from tax~ gifts for these two charities only. 

I should like to think t hat a mistake was made or that the Minis 

of Finance did not consider all the implications of such a decision. 

I should hate to t h ink that the Ministry is deliberaaely trying to 

channel charity in the direction of the Polio Centre and the Cancer 

Society. What I do know is that t~is decision has caused very great 

concern among members of t he Council of Voluntary Social Services. I 

sincerely hope that Mr . Sangster will take another look at what seems 

to me a manifestly bad decision. 

Finally, let me say a brief word aux% on t he current debate on 

freedom of the press. It seems to me that there are people who are 

confusing freedom and license. As far as I am concerned, freedom and 

responsibility go side by side. The fact t hat I have the freedom of 

the air imposes a very great responsibility on me. As long as I 

exercise t hat responsibility by showing reason and balance, the J.B.C 

allows me complete freedom of speech. If on the other hand I abused 

t his freedom by s mearing people and trying to undermine the stability 

of t h is society, I am sure the J.B.C. will interfere with my freedom 

to make trouble. This is their responsibility to the society. By the 

token people have told me very many secrets which no government will 

get out of me under normal circumstances. But if there is a real 

emergency and i t affects t he nation, I will tell. The so-called freedrn 
• 

to be irresponsible is not freedom at all; it is license. Goodnight. 
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No 657 The Trouble in Iras. 

-,,.-.... ~· 
NEWS COMivlEN TARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Feb 11 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The news of last Friday's downfall of the Iraql 

dictator-in-making, Oolonel Abdel Karim Kassem, did not come as aiJery 
relative 

gr.eat surprise to me. What was surprising was the/ ease with which 

his enem••s did it. Kassem had had just about five years 1n wh ich 

to consolidate his powers, and nearly all t he reports out of Iraq 

suggested that he had gone so far in strengthening his hand t hat 'tlhe 

only chan ce of getting rid of him easily was by way of the assassjn's 

bullet. It was known t hat Kassem had created so many rivalri es wti.n 

t he armed forces, pitting officer against officer and private agajmst 

private that observers tended to dismiss the possibility of an arllll 

uprising against him. One of Kassem's smartest tricks in the bus:h'Bse 

of holding on to power was to share a single command or other pos:tt1on 

of high authority between a violently pro-communist officer and a 

violently anti-communist officer, or between a violently pro-NassE!' 

person and a violently anti•Nasser person. In t his way he kept his 

enemies so busy try ing to do each other down, trying to inform on 

each other, trying to cut each other's t hroats, that t hey would net. 

have time to conspire against him: or so he t hought. Obviously, he 
I 

was wrong. They did have time: and they did conspire successfully;md 

~ the result is that Kassem has di~d by t he violence he himself unl(Ehed 

in 1958 when he climbed to power over t he slaughtered bodie s of YCD18S 

King Feisal and scores of hundreds of other Iraqia. And so, t hose 

of us who believe t hat t here should be morality and humanity even 

in power politics can have t he grim satisfaction of knowing t hat Jre 

again, a savage and brutal man who lived by t he sword has perished 

by t he sword. And t h i s i s an important warning for all t hose who \<ll.ld, 
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either 
~t%D~ in persuit of powerjfor its own sake (as was the case with 

Kassem) or fcYr the good t hey t hink t hey will do with it, use violrnce 

as a shortcut. The trouble with violence i s that it begis violence; 

and it is a historica1 truism t hat violence is stupid and negative 

and destructive. Where t he destruction of a tyranny compels its uEe, 

as in Kassem's case, the great hope is that it should be seen as a 

necessary evil, something to contain and put aside as quickly as 

possible. 

I think the one Middle Eastern leader who seems to have learrt. 

this particular lesson is Egypt' s Abdul Nasse~ But then, Nasser ha~ 

a scholar' s sense of history and a deep and passionate concern ,for 

the Arab people. When Syria broke away from t he United Arab Republb 

the temptation must have been great to impose reintegration by form. 

And make no mistake aboyt it, Egypt could have done it if she wanted 

to. Instead, Nasser talked sadly about the blow to Arab unity and abou 

Arab not s hedding t he b lood of his brother Arab. And while most ofb the 

world' s comment ators saw this as a serious blow to Nasser and his drea 

of Arab unity, a f ew of us saw his rejection of violence as a soltiion 
an important 

to ~Dlmlllllll the probl ems of Arab unity~ as t long term victory. IJhink 

the stage is now set for the results of that victiry to be seen. 'llle 
removal · 

/ aaa%k of Kassem will lead to closer ties between Egypt and Iraq; shd 

this, in turn, is bound to -help in t he coming together of all t herab 

states. You may not have formal politica l unity, but you will have a 

higher level of co-operation than b efore and, I t hink, a lessening 

of t he impulse to aolve problems by violence. And in all this, shcp.ng 

it, Nasser of Egypt is emerging as the undisputed leader. GoodniEtt,. 
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No 658 Third Afro-Asian Solidarity Conference: 
Some Trends in African Power Jolitics 

NEW"S COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Feb 12 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The fhird Afro-Asian Solidarity Conferencell:l.ded 

on Sundaj in the cool uplands of Moshi in Tanganyika. RepQrts aret 

that the conference ended on a high note of criticism of the Westen 

World. These reports have it that when Mr. Jomo Kenyatta spoke at 

the closing exercises of the conference he let off a powerful blast 

of criticism against "the Western world" -for "betraying everything 

they pretend to stand for, including the United Nations Charter". 

Reports also have it that delegates from the Soviet Union and conud.et 

China did a lot of hard work whipping up anti-Western feeling. There 

are reports of the adoption of resolutions denouncing United StatES 

military bases, and of support for people fighting for their indepndenc 

Now, the way in which the closing exercises of this conferen<B 
.· 

have been reported could lead anyone to believe that t he main purJ:R)se 

of the conference was to attack the _ West. This is of course so mm• 
because t hose whose business it was to report the conference were more 

interested in the Cold War aspect of it than they were in the ?roblema 
~. 

of the Afro-Asians. As far as the Russian and Chinese communists were 
.:­
I 
· concerned the conference was important only to the extent that they 

could .use it; as far as ·the western wo~ld and the western press was 

concerned its importance was simply interms of a new encounter in the 

c·old war. So, when Julius Nyerere, as host, opened the conference and 

made it clear t hat the Africans did not intend to substitute Russian 

colonialism for the Western colonialism they have just shed, the weste , 

world and .the western press saw this as a point in their favour and 

against the ftommunists. But when Jomo Kenyatta denounced the West for 
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not living up to its professions this was seen as a point in favour 

of the communists. In other word,s, the communists on the one side, am 

the anti-communists on the other, seem to insist that all the activit.Es 

of the rest of humanity must be measured, judged and responded to in 

terms of their conflict. The result 0£ this is that very important 

matters may take place but because they do not fit into this Cold War 

pattern they may be dismissed; or even worse, they may be so distorted 

and twisted as to fit into the Cold war pattern. Because of this, I 

think some of the very important trends at this conference maj have 

been ignored. So, let us take a brief look at them. 

Trend number one, whether you like it or not, is t he growing and 

fine impartiality with which Africa is, in effect saying to both Russia 

and America: "A plague on both your houses." But if you have followed 

this conference closely, you will notice that they have used the word 

'neutralist' less often here than ever before. Neutralism is in fact 

an attitude towards the Cold War. But to be sick and tired of it, to 

want to turn your back on it, to want to get on with the business of 
to want to not waste your ti 

creating a decent life for your people, is axguaiocuaxxmmnnmm 
on even this 

/ 'neutralism';and/is a ~reat deal more positive. And~ it is avert 

interesting fact that both Western Europe and Africa seem to be 

manifesting t his same trend at the same time. 

As far as the Africans are concerned I think this trend was setil 
it 

motion by the Chinese attack ,on India,{.And/led to the second irnportart 

trend - a refusal to accept everything done by the communist Chinese 

simply because t hey are 'non-Europeans'. That was Nkrumah 's r eaction 

last year. This year it was rejected at Moshi. And this suggests that 

Pan-African leadership is fast slipping into the hands of Julius 

Nyerere •••••• Goodnight. 
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No 659 1) Extra-Mural's 'Jamaica & World Politicis' Series 
2) Nyerere on Responsibilitie& of Freedom 

NEWS COMivlENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Feb 13 at 6.15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

• 

Good evening: What happens in the world around us - the hard news 

like the overthrow of Kassem in Iraq, like the Third Afro-Asian 

Solidarity Conference, and the presence of a number of very distingui~ , 

visitors here at the moment - all this is very important. But I would 

like to suggest tonight that although the hard news of happenings is 

most important it is not as important to us, or to any society like 

ours, as is the very difficult business of sort out our values and 

what we consider important and where we are going and how we hope to 

get there. And we in Jamaica are not as fortunate as the people of 
and Tobago 

Trinidad/who happen to have a distinguished scholar as their Prime 

Minister, and who has, in his political campaigning done an enormous 

amount of basic education on this question of the values of his soci~ 

And so there tends to be a great deal of confusion among as to the 

values of our society and as to where we are going. 

To help overcome this state of Affairs t he Extra Mural Departmert. 

of the Unive:asity is now halfway through the second series of its 

lecture/discussions under the general heading: 'Jamaica and World 
. 

Politics'. These lectures. are open to the public and they take place 

at half past ten oli Sunday mornings. For the past four Sunday mornings 

a growing number of people have gone to the University to talk about, 

question and argue out this business of Jamaican values. On Sunday 

morning Frank Hill lectured on 'Racial Integration in Jamaica' and 

after.wards we had one of the most stimulating - and at times, explos2 

discussions t hat it was my joy to witness. This coming Sunday Peter 

Evans will be the lecturer and his subject will be 'The Rule of Law'. 

The following Sunday Michael Manley will lecture on 'Freedom from 
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Want in the New Jamaica'; and this will be followed by at least three 

or four other Sunday morning lectures. As far as I am concerned this 

series of public lectures and discussions add up to just about the 

most valuable political actvitity going on in Jamaica at the moment, 
' 

§nd I would urge all of you who can to attend them. In terms of 

working out the values of this society, these discussions are crucial. 

And still . on this question of values, let me show you one of the 

ways in which Julius Nyerere is trying to teach values to his people. 

Xpzamxakll Shortly after Ta.ngapJkka beca~e i ndependent Nyerere 

made a very short speech in parliament. He began by asking a ~uestim. 

His question was: "What is freedom?" Then he answered it in these 

words: "It is th~ power that we have to decide what is going to happm 

in Tanganyika and when it is going to happen and that power we have. 

All that remains is hard work." - Then he goes on to discuss all the 

hard work that has to be done, and the colonial tendency to blame the 

imp•alilists for all our failures and shortcomings. But, he says, thee 

is no-one to blame now, only ourselves. And he ends with t hese words: 

"We are· not going . to be frightened to tell the truth to our people 

because building a nation is not merely building roads and hospitals 

and schools, it is building the character of, a people and we cannot 

build the character of our people if we fool them and tell them it is 

easy. Because it is not easy; life is not easy, and we as their leadam 

must not come here and give the impression it is easy." 

I think that in the business of sorting ouD our . values J amaica's 

leaders could not do better than ta~e Nyerere's advice and tell the 

people the truth; and t he truth, which builds character, is that it 

is not easy. Freedom is not easy because life is not easy. Goodnight. 
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No 660 I.D.C. - Bovell's First Policy Statement. 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
m:hursday Feb 14 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I think one of the really important problems that 

we must get out of the way as soon as possible, was shown up by the 

cpntext in which the Jamaica Industrial Development Corporation's 

new chairman held his first press conference on Tuesday of this week. 

¥~. J.L.Ro Bovell has been chairman of the I.D.C. over the past nine 

months and this was the first time that he met the press and radio 

formally to issue a policy statement. But this very important meeting 

was overshadowed by the public inquiry into Jamaica Woolens. I think 

everybody at the %k I.D.C. gathering was aware of this fact; and I 

think this was most unfortunate because I think it put the I.D.C. in 

a · very false and a very unhappy picture. , And in terms of Jamaica's 

basic interests this is a very bad thing. So, let us try and get 

away from the unhappy partisan umbrella and see the I.D.C. and its 

functions for what they are. 

First, let us get the position of t he I.D.C. clear. Fundamenta~ 

both major political parties are in favour of industrial development 
• • 

and so both are in favour of the r.n.c. so, the existence of the I.Ill. 

and the aims of the I.D.C. are not things over which the two parties 

fight. And the basic aim of the I.D.C., to which both P.N.P. and 

J.L.P. are committed i&, to quote the Law: "to stimulate, facilitate 

and undertake the development of industry in Jamaica". There can be 

no question about the need to do this. And Mr. Bovell himself said 

at the conference t hat on the whole the history of the I.D.C 0 has 

been one ·or &ucce&s. It &eem2 to me most important that we should 

remember this if we are to have a sense of proportion about the I.D~. 

It has had it& failures - and one particularly terrible one - but it 
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has also had its successes; and the successes, according to Mr. Bovell, 

outweigh the failureso Another important point to remember is that 

this one terrible failure has led to a tightening up of financial 

regulations to ensure that this sort of money cannot be spent in fu1lre 

without prior reference to the responsible Minister of Government who, 

in turn, is reaponsible to the taxpajers. 
when you examine 

So, ~~Mr. Bovell's policy statement in detail~ 
please bear these 
~ three points clearlyl/ in mind. 
?~~~ ~ , th~ I.D.C. as such is a Statutory body whoae business it 

I\. 
is to promote the developmmnt of industry in Jamaica: and since both 

parties are committed to this we can safely say that the aims of the 

I.D.C. are above party politics. Of course there are differences of 

emphaais between the parties on how best this develppment lilhould be 

carried ono Also, as I told you in my discussion of Statutory bodies 

on January the 22nd and 23rd, I think that any Minister in any govem­

ment has the right to put as the head of a statutory body someone in 

whom he has confidence, someone who will see that his government's 

broad policy directives are not frustrated. It seems to me that the 

thing most dangerous . to statutory bodies is for them to be totaliy 

dislocated evr!fy time there is a change of government. Point number tw~ 

is that in s pite of the present ahadow over it the I.D.C. has been 

reasonably succeslilful : I am very glad that Mr. Bovell made this poirt. 

because by doing so he has helped to lift discussion of the role of 

the I.D.C. out of the party political bog in%m which many people who 

should know better want to keep it. And point number three is that 

industrial development, like agricultural development, may have parw 

aspects or party lines; but the fundamental need, the precondition . , 

for success, is that everybody in the country, P.N.P . J.L.P. and the 
it 

reat must want :,ttJamc to aucceed - for the ~ood of the country. Goodnjglt, 

I 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 661 1) Prime Minister's House 
2) Some Problems of Protocol 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
Eor transmission on 
Friday Feb 15 at 6.15p.m. 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: A number of listeners have asked me why I have 

not commented on the controversy over the proposal to build a new 

residenve for the Prime Minister in the grounds of King's House. 

The answer is very simple. When there was the controversy over the 

sixty-five thousand pounds spent on fixing up Vale Royal, I did not 

comment on that matter, and I think that if you buy the proposition 

that what is sauce for the goose must be sauce for the gander, you 

will agree that . I have dili!qualified myself from commenting on t he ne, 

proposal. But why did I disqualify myself? Again the answer is simple 

there are some things on which I just do not feel qualified to commet 
political 

and this business of a home for the/Head-of-ltate is one of them. 

I cannot begin to guess at all the functions and responsibilities 

that a_ future Jamaican Prime Minister is going to have to undertake 

to be able to say, today,what I think the size of his official 

residence should be and where it should beo I have seen Vale Royal 

and I -think it is a very sumptuous residence for . a man in Mr. Sangste1 

position, and exuept for the fact it tends to rain, I t h ink it 1s 

a fine place for state rec eptions. Furthermore, I think it will do 

very n~cely for a couple with no children or whose children have 

grown up and gone away. But what happens if the day ever comes when 

we have a young man of about the age of President Kennedy with a 
/ 

growing family as our Prime Minister? Obviously, the two bedrooms at, . . 
Vale Roya~ just will not do for mother, father and half a dozen live\' 

youngsters. And you know, you and I might be able to leave the s malJe:­

place and move into a larger one, but the ho~es of Prime Ministers 

are supposed to be fixed am.d permanent landmarks in t he society. 
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s o, you see, it is very difficult for me to have hard and fast views 

on somethinglike this. We may in future have more visits from other 

Prime Ministers who may come ner e as hous e guests of our Prime Ministe 

instead 9f being house-guests of t he Governor-Generalo 

And as to the question of whether the time to build is now Elli 

my answer is that if a thing has to be done the sooner it is done, 

the better. Next there is the que1;3tion of whether we can afford the 

_ fifty-five t housand pounds now. Again my answer will be in the 

form of a question, or r a ther, a series of questions: Can we afford 

democracy now? Can we afford the costly clumsjness of t he parliamen'br, 

&ystem? And that big talking-shop called the House of Repre sentativE& 
own 

And my/answer is yes every time. The choice is not between saltfish 

and education. We want both because we need both. 

And while s till on t his subject of democracy and its symbels, 

I s hould very much like our protocol people to work out when c:ertain 

national symbols can appropriately be used. I unde~stand t he national 

Anthem has been played at certain receptions on t h e arrival of the 

Prime Minister. Some listeners have expressed the view that the 
• 

Anthem should only be played on t h e arrival of the Governor-General. 

I hones tly do not know which is t he correct procedure. I think it 

woul d be very useful indeed in t he protocol people will issue a clear 

statement saying exactly when and on whose arrival t he national 

Anthem s hould be played. I do not t hink t he present confusion is 

good for building up t he proppr attitude towards the National Anthem 

and other symbols. What I do know with absolute certainty is that 
in order to deepen 
XEXZIDDG[Xxa1~--• and enrich t he national spirit, the national sym1:ml.1 

- of Jamaica should be held higher than any party and any person. 

Goodnight. 
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No 662 The Problem of the Social Debt 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Feb 16 at 6 .15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: There is a very interesting social problem in 

which most of us are involved nearly all the time and yet on which 

very few of us think at all. This is the problem of the social d~bt, 

the problem of who in society owes who what. Let me make myself clam. 

If you are a parent who is putting a number of children through scha:i 

do you 1m1x expect these children to feel indebted to you? If you 

are a parent with grown-up children do you remind them of all the 
I 

sacrifices you made for them and of all that they owe you? Probably 

you do not put it as clear and sharply as this. Perhaps you only 

hint at it, as a kind of pressure; or perhaps you think it m~ to 

yourself ahd build up secret resentments. But perhaps you are a 

parent who has put it outright to your child that he or she owed you 

something , for all the sacrifices you have made. And perhaps you 

have had a child snap back at you: 'I didn't ask to be born, did I?' 

I think most parents know what I am talking about. They either 

encountered this sort o~ thing as children themselves or with their 

own children. 

But it is not restricted to parents only. In politics you have 

the person and the party who ·talk about the ingratitude of the voters 

who have not re-elected t hem. Conversely, you have the voters who 

-feel that once they have elected a man he owes them the eternal debt 

of having to provide them with jobs, with homes, with security to 

which they have become entitled for life by the simple act of voting. 

You find th~s sort of thing in business too: you have the employers 
their 

who feel~ that/workers owe them a permanent debt of gratitude for beh 

employed and that this debt can only be dischaae;ed by showing a sort 
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of slavish loyalty to the boss and h i s interests: the boss, of cour~ 
not 1 

does/owe the worker any responding loyaltyo On the other side of tlB 

penny you have the workers who feel that all the bosses in creation 

owe them a permanent debt because they are workers. The t eachers 

feel their pupils owe them debts of gratitude; you hear about the 

writer or artist or musician owing his society this or that or you 

hear about the society owing the writer or the artist or t he musicim 

this or t hat. 

Now, the only reason why I have raised t his matter is because 

it has become such a part of us that we do not even stop to think 

about it: it is like breathing in and breathing out. The - trouble is 

that unless we do start thinking about it we are going to turn our­

selves into a neurotic and self-pitying society. When you feel that 
you 

everybody owes/n something and nobody pays you what they owe you 

you are liable to s tart feeling sorry for yourself: and t here is no 

meaner, uglier and more destructive an emotion than self-pity. 

The child did not ask its parents to bring it into the world; 

the voter& did not ask the politician to b ~ come a politician; noboqr 

asked anybody to become a writer or artist or a businessman or a worler. 

Each person has gone the way he or she has gone by a combination of 
by 

social factors and/choice. The one t hing that is common to all of ua 

is that we live in the same society and that we are interdependent en 

each other. In that sense we all have a debt towards each other and 

towards our. society. But let us discharge our debt to each other 

creatively and constructively. It 1s basically a matter of attitude: 

If our attitude is strong and giving the society will be so; if it is 

mean and self-pitying, so will the society be. And you know, each ore 

of us owes Jamaica a great deal more than Jamaica owes•• us. Goodnight 
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No 663 U Thant's Visit to Jamaica 

NEwS COMMENTARY 
For transmisaion on 
Monday Feb 18 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The Secretary-General of the United Nations, U 

Thant, is now on the aecond half of his very busy day in t he Corporate 

Areao He arrived in Kingston this morning. Since then he has called 

on the Prime Minister, on t he Leader of the Opposition, and on the 

Mayor of Kings ton. He has had lunch with t he Cabinet, and he has been 

the main speaker at a meeting called jointly by the local United 

Nations Association and the University of .the West Indies. In a 

short while from now he will be the guest of honour at a government 

reception at Val~ Royal. And later this evening he will be the guest 

of honour at a dinner p~rty at King' s House, where he will stay 

overnight. Tomorrow morning he will visit the University; then, 

afterwards, he will hold a Press Conference at King's House. He will 

then tour Wes tern Kingston; and in the afternoon he will inspect a 

Guard of Honour at the airport before leaving us. 

Now the first thing that strikes you about this programme that 

I have just outlined is . that it ia the kind of programme that we 

usually lay out for visiting Royalty or a Head-of-State. This is the 

type of programme that we had when the British Prime ~,inis ter, Mr. 

Harold Macmillan visited us, and later, when Princeas Margaret came. 

There were slight variations of courae: neither the Prime 1':iinister 

nor t he Princess addresaed the kind of public meeting U fhant addreliied 

at the Univers i ty thi s afternoon. But within these inevitable variatio 

t he pattern wa s basically the s ame. 

I think it i s mos t interesting to ask ourselves why we are 

according t his kind of public honour to t he Secretary-General of the 

United Nations: he is not~ Royal personage; he is not a Prime Minister 
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~r any other constitutional head of state; so why this very special 

honour? 

I think t hat ttandamantally the reason is to be found in our 

attitude to t he United Nations. For Ulil, as indeed for the majority 

of mankind, the United Nations represents a series of interlocking 

hopes and dreams - and prayers. First, if t he day ever comes when 

war is abolish~d from the face of the earth; if the day ever comes 

when men and nations get rid o_f all their conventional and unconvent!~ 
' 

weapons and turn them into ploughshares and other instruments of 

productivity; if that day ever comes it will be because of the exist8lc 

and t he efforts of the United Nations. So, behind the war~ of our 
of 

reception fiu U Than~ is this basic human desire for peace in our 

world. 

lecond, and equally important for countriea like Jamaica, i:.1 what 
Organisation social and 

the United Nations/represents in/economic terms. The Charter of the 

United. Nations lays down that the basis ~or a lasting peace in the 

world must be the abolition of economic want, of unemployment, of 

disease and of ignorance in all countries. So, in our struggle . . 

towards a better life and afairer sharing of what we have, we can call 

upon the skill and the know-how mfnx and t he help of t he United Natio 

without ·any fear of being dominated and being pushed around, because 

the United Nations also represents morality in international affairs. 
carrtes 

Finally, our welcome to U Thant txxm•IDlEl• undertones of our hq9es 

for the very great tradition which started with Trygve Lie and for 
• which Dag Hammarskjold laid down his life - t he tradition of service 

Today 
to all mankind./U Thant is the symbol of all this and more: in honouri , 

him, we honour humanity's higheat hopeao Goodnight. 
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No 664 The U.N. & Jamaica 

.. 

NEWS COMMENT ARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Feb 19 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: One of the by-products of U Thant's visit to Janae~ 

has been to stimulate greater interest in the United Nations and its 

work by vaiat numbers of citizen&. I think this is a very good thing 

and I hope this interest will be su&tainedo Indeed, I hope _ that as a 

result of this visit the local United Nations Association will be 

able to e&tablish branches throughout the countryo I know that there 

are some people who do not see the point of t his, but there is an 

important point to 1 t, you know. One of the grea_teat single enemies 

of any society is ignorance. Let me try and illustrate my point. 

During the final operation to settle the Katanga business in the Corg, 

many people expres sed the vi ew t hat the United Nations had no busins 

to send a force into Katanga to bring Mr. Tahombe to heel. But when 

I questioned these people as to why they felt like this, I discovered 

that they just did not have all the facts about the Congo situation 

and that their reactions were based on slanted propaganda. It is alway 

easy to mislead people who do not ma• know the facts of a ca&e. On 

the other hand it is extremely difficult to mislead people who are 

well-informed and know the facts about a given situation. So, simply 

in -order to be well-informed about what goes on at the United Natiom, 

and therefore in the greater world, I should like to see as many peq:ie 

as possible become members of the - local United Nations Association. 

And the more well-informed the Jamaican community is, the le2s are 

the chances of some smart political operator destroying Jamaican 

freedom by promising the moon. 

But apart from political education and putting us on our guard 

against would-be dictators, I think there are a number of very prac~al 
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ways in which we can benefit directly by making use of the facilities 

of the United Nations. 

Most of us have some sort of rough idea about the General Assentl. 

and the Security Council and the International Court of Justice. A 

few of us may even know about some of the other Departments like 

the Atomic Energy Commission, fhe Trusteeship Council and the like. 

And I am sure most of us know about the International Bank and the 

International Monetary Fund because Jamaica has so recently become 

members of these two spevial agencies. · 

But how many of us know about the very important commissions 

' which do a lot of very basic work without getting any publicity? 

For instance, did you know that there is a Commission on the Status 

of Women? And one on population? Well, these two commission do exist 

and I think we can call on them to do ~ery important work for us. 

I would like the U.N. Commission on ,ojulation and the Economic and 

Employment Commission to be invited to send a team out here to study 

our population and employment problems as one single whole and then 

to make recommendations to the government. These people will lay 

bare the f acts and suggest possible ways of getting over our problems 

but the decision as to what we do will be up to us. The point is 

that these people are trained in this type of reaearch and they will 

not have any political axe to grind. And through Unesco I think it 

will be possible for the local United Nationa~ Association to get 

gifts of reading matter into the iali.nd. Often in my travels througi 

rural Jamaica I have been dmstressed by the shortage of reading 

matter. I am sure Unesco will help us overcome this shortage once we 

tell them of it. These are just a few ways in which the United Nat101 

can be of practical and immmdiate use to us. Goodnight. 
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No 665 

NEWS 061YW;.ENTARY 

National Dental Week - & Some Problems 
of Service 

For transmission on 
Wednesday Feb 20 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: This is National Dental Health Week and my frieIIB 

of the Dental Association have mounted an interesting exhibition at 

the St. Andrew Parish Library. In addition many of them either have 

done so or pl~ to visit teachers colleges, child .care institutions 

and primary and secondary schools in the Corporate Area. And for 

the country districts there will be mobile vans equipped with posters 

literature and films. 

I think this is a fine effort and I am glad it is taking place. 

But- I - am also unhappy about an aspect of it, and at the risk of being 

called a kill-Joy I must talk about this unhappy aspect because 

it is symptomatic of a key J amaican problem. 

If you live in the Corporate Area then all the benefits and all 

the' aavantagesof thi s Dental Health Week will be available to you. 'lb! 

Slogan: 'Give your teeth a bright future' will have very real meanirg. 

If, on the other hand, you do not 11 ve in the Corporat_e Area then 

the nearest you will come to giving your t eeth a bright future, will 

be as near as we _get to Hollywood when we go to the cinema. So, for 

aome Jamaicans - the Jamaicans in Kingston - this Dental Health Week 

will be a boon and a blessing. For other Jamaicans - the Jamatans 

outside Kingston - 1t will be news about what i s happening in Kings1Dn 

with a film show and posters as a sort of sop. And the thing that I 

object to is that this effort should be called ' National'. We must 

learn that Jamaica is more than the Coporate Area. 

The sad part about this is tsat my friends of the Dental AssocUt.i ci 

know the urgent and des perate n e ed for dental help in rural Jamaica; 
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they know so much better than I do how a diseased mouth can spread 

the disease to the whole body; they know better than I do that for 

their slogan to be really meaningful they themselves s hould go out 
'-

to these rural parts and preach and illustrate the message of good 

oral hygiene. Instead, and I say this very sadly, they preach to 

those who are largely converted and who have all or most of the 

facilities for dental hygienVavailable. How much more 'National' in 

character, how much more useful this effort would have been if each 

member of the Asaociation had been called upon to spend one day in 

this week in some remote part of rural Jamaican, looking after the 

teeth of local communities, and instructing them in oral hygiene. 

Perhaps it is still possible for the Dental Association to do this: 

certainly only some such action would make National Dental Week 

meaningful. 

And from a long term point of view I sincerely hope th~t the 

Dental As sociation will get its members to devote one day a week 

to conducting a clinics in rural Jamaica where this sort of service 

is most needed. I a m certain that the Ministry of health would welcom 

any such move. There is no question of how desperately the people m 

rural Jamaican need the help of our dentists: I hope our dentists wm 
answer this need. 

Finally, lej me just remark on the dangers of getting sick over 
or a dentist 

t h e weekend. Unless you have a doctor/for a friend or can get to a 

hospital, it is very dangerous to get sick at weekends. So until the 
and ~he Dental -Associatiob instruct their members 

B. M.A./bxtEuxt•xtt•xmBmE~E•xtoxxammll!XDBXmxxxxkmld:M that people 

other than t heir friends may be sick at weekends, you'd better try an 1 

hold on till Mo"nday. Goodnight. 
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No 666 

"1EWS COMI\/IENTARY 

General Round-up of W~~k Significant 
·eek - Its meaning for the future 

For transmission on 
Thurs day Feb 21 a t 6ol5p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I t hink the day will come wheb t he peop l e of 

J imaica will look back from the distance of years and see the pas t 

few days as marking a significant turning point in J amaican affairs. 

So, let us recall some of t he t hing t hat have happened; let us s tore 

t hem in the treasure house of our memories. Then, in five or t en 
that 

years' time we will be able to look back at t»i• particular week and 

say: · 'Yes , all t hi s started way back in February of 1963. I can almost 

see the h eadlines still. On Tuesday Febr uary the 12th, Dr . 1 ric Willia 

arrived in J a maica for a meeting of t he Council of the University; 
Thursday · 

on/February 14th t he British Labour Party selected Mr. Harold Wilson 
I 

to succeed t he late Hugh Ga itskell as leader of t he party; on Eaturd.ay 

February 16th U Thant, the Secretary-General of t he Uni ted Nations, 

arrived in J amaica.' 

nut to prove that we will not be talking from hind-sight in five 

or ten years' time , let us declare now just what it is that was 

s tarted in February of 1963. 

Let us begin with t he choice of Mr. Harold Wilson a s l eader of fue 

British Labour Party. In terms of do mes tic policy Mr . Wilson' s 

select.ion is confirmation of t he trend towards a British society w11h 
being 

just one s i?gl e class - and t hat/the middle-class. The aristocracy 

has long accepted that it no longer has any r eal power in British life 

Indeed even t he peerage i s l a r ge ly middle-class t hese days. And t he 

really true-blue bloods have made a point of making as a close an 

identification with middle-class attitudes and middle-class values as 

poss ible. The one class t hat seemed to refuse to f a ce the fact of 

t his movement towards a single-class society was t hw working-class 

' 
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or, ,to put it more accnrately, large s ections of it, p eople in t he 

trades union movement and in t h e industrial and gras s roots sections 

of t he Labour Party. The se were the people who saw working-class 

gove rnment as t he altern ative to ruling-cla ss government; and for thm 

t h i s was a fixed state of affairs. This, at b edrock, was t he caus e 

of all the scrapping ins i de t he British Labour Party over t he y ears. 

But t he Welfa r e State , free education for all, proper fe eding and 

proper housing for all - all t hese factors have consp ired to undermme 
attitudes 

t he cult of class. Class/ta difficult to sustain in 
so 

equality of opportunity; and %k~ t he British Labour 

the face of r eal 
has been forced 

Party/( a s indeed 

have all British political parties) to a ccept and live with the r ealit 

of Britain as a single middle-class society. I t h ink t he choice of 

Mr . Wilson over Mr . B~orge Brown i s t he final acceptanc e of this fact. 

If I am right then the next few years will see l ess and l ess internal 

scrapping inside t he British Labo ur Party. ltrJ.yway, as far a s internal 

British politics are concerned t he choice of Mr. Harold Wilson means, 

I t h ink, a gen er a l acc e ptanc e by t he l as t resist ers of middle-cla ss 

status a s t he norm and ideal for t he Z~ entire British society. In 

other words t he choice of Harold 11ilson signifi es t he final acceptane 

of t 1- e end of t h e class-struggle by the British Labour party. 

In external affa irs I t h idk it will mean t hat the d ifferBnc es 

between t he political partiesj ins i d e Britain will b e come a dEal mae 

blurred than t hey now are. Mr. Wilson has a lready indicated that t he 

only differenc e b etween h i ms e lf and ~~. Macmillan on n9clear defence 
all 

is t hat he wants the Unite d States to have and handle/such weapons 

on b ehalf of the West; whic h makes him sound even more pro-American 

.t han a>. Mac millan. It seems to me t hat Brita. in looks like achieving 

t he cla ssless society long , long befor e t he co mmuni s t s are in sight cf 

it. Goo dni ght. 
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No 667 General Round-up Continued 

NEWS co:r.iIM.ENT1 Y 
For transmission on 
Friday Feb 22 at 6.15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The most immediate effect of Dr. Eric Williams' 

visit to J a maica has been Wednesday's announcement t hat Jamaica and 

Trinidad will exchange High Commissioners. Senator Hector Wynter will 

b e Jamaica's fi r st Hi gh Commisioner in Port of Spain, and Mr. Matthew 

Ramcharan will be Trinidad' s first Hi gh Commissiober in Kingston. 

This exchange of diplomatic representativea b etween t h ese two key 

British Caribbean islands is a very good t hing indeed. And I am not 

thinking about what i s sentimentally good but in terms of practical 

self-int~rest. Le t me give you one example of what I mean. 

British Guiana has run herself .into a most unhappy financial 

mess. Investors are unwilling to risk putting t heir money into that 

country because of t h e political situation whic h was dramatised by 

the burning of Georgetown. Some of t he people who had money investEd 

in Georgetown were insured with firms outside Georgetown. The r esult 

was t hat when t he insurance money was paid out it was generally 

paid out to t he overseas head o1fice of the f i rm. And many a firm has 

simply decided not to p lough the money back into British Guiana. The 

result of this i s a startling fli ght of capital in spite of the 

recent J agan l aw forbi dding the export of money. Now, onc e you are 

in such a situation and you need moriey for development you will look 

at what you hav e and see what you can r ealis e on it. B.G. h~s rice 

and we all n eed her rice. Since s he needs money badly what is to praien 

her fro m putting somet h ing on the price of rice. The price of rice 

has gone up r e cen tly but what' s to pr event it going up aga in? I f we 

are dependent on her for rice she may, in an attempt to g et out of 

her troubles, try to get a little more money out of us. If we have 
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nowhere else to turn we may be forced to pay her new price or do witrou 

But Trinidad recently started negotiations with Surinam about rice 

and I understand t hat Surinam is sending or has sent a trial s hi pm~nt 

of rice to Trinidad at a little below the current E.G. price. This 
close 

is one very practtcal way in which/contact with Trinidad can be to 

our advantage. I a.m sure a number of other such practical situations 

will arise in bbeh~ t he economic and political fiedda in the future. 

Dr. Williams has made. a closer study of t h e Europ ean Economic 

Community, he made it his business to establish personal contact 

with the leaders of t h e Gomrnunity during h is r ecent European visit; 

I think it would be folly if we did not avail ourselves of his special 

knowledge and contact, or wf we did not work together to ach ieve the 

best ends possible. Conversely, Trinidad can derive great practical 

advantage s fro m clos e contact with Jamaica. J amaica's planning 

organisations are older and much more experienced than Trinidad's. lt 

would suit Trinidad to learn from .our mis talce s and s o find shor t cut s 

to planning and development. Jamaica's experience in the internatioral 

money markets of the world could also be of real va lue to Trinidad . 
. 

And so I would say that if we ta ke up the opportunities created 

by Dr. Willia.ms' visit the next five to ten years should see a new 

movement towards closer association in the British Caribbean. But 

'native-born t his time, based on s elf-interest and mutual r espect and 

growing out of t he most profound n eeds of t he people of the region. 

And out of this (And this is one of Dr. Williams' drea ms) could come 

a Caribbean Economic Co mmunity, not a s rich and powerful as t h e 

Euro pean version, b ut strong enough to make all t he difference between 

mi s ery and a dec ent life for all t he peopl e of t h is part of the world . 

T ~is, I suggest, could be the most significant trend f or ax the future 

Goodnight. 
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0 668 Th e J .A. S ., The Minister & t he Cof fee Industry 

1JEWS COMI, ENTARY 
For transmi s sion on 
Sa turday Feb 23 at 6 .15p .m 
Peter Abrahams s peaking 

Good evening: For over a month now I hav e de liberately not s ail · 

a word about t he gr eat agricult ural debate. The l ast time I said 

anything on t his matter Wf!.S on .. Tanuary t .qe 20th , the day after t he 

Prime Mini s ter appeared at t he J.A. S . Conference and appealed for an 

end to politics beca us e ' politics cannot grow yams and bananas'. I 

told you at· t he time t hat t his gesture of t h e Prime Ivinis ter could 

r estore t h e s ituation to normal i f both t he J.A. S . an d the Minister 

of -Agriculture a llowed it. 

But I a m a fra id t hat t h e s ituation has not been allowed to beccm 

normal an d in one ins t anc e a t l east all my investigations have led ne 

to b elieve t hat it i s in f act the J. A.S. t hat is pl aying pol i tics, 

t hat does no t want t h e situation to be normal. I a m referring here 
:'"' . maki ng of appointments 

to t he D1X±±x~xQxadx±kJ£xgm1~ to t h e Coffee I ndustry Boar d . 

I have waited a long time bef ore making any comment on this 

matter becau s e I wanted to be quit e sure of my f acts and becau se I 

wanted to allow time just in cas e t he J. A. S . l eader shi p chang ed its 

mind. The f acts are still t he s ame and ~he r e has b een no change of 

mind. .. 
Let me r efresh yo ur memories. On Thursday, February t he 7th, the 

Gl ean er carri ed a s it s main front page story t h e n ews that the Board 

of -1anagemen t of t he J . A. S . had rejected the Minis try of Agr i culture's 

appointment of it as t he 'approved organisation' for t h e Coffee 

Industry. The Minister had invited t he J . A. S . a s t he ' approved 

organisation' to nomina t e a pane l of five cof fee growers from whom 

he, t he Mini s ter, would s elect three to sit on t he Coffee Industry 

Boa r d . By rej ecting t he appointment t he Society got out of having 
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to nominate five growers. Ins t ead they urg ed that the Minister 

appoint the Coffee Growers' Federation as t h e approved organisation. 

But the same story carried a report that the Coffee Growers Federatiori 

had taken a p ledge not to name any panel of growers to serve on the 

Coffee Board under present conditions. So, both the J.A.S. and the 

Coffee Growers Federation were in fact bent on boycotting the Coffee 

Industry Board. 
• • Now this is where the politics come in. On the 9th of January 

' 1961 this selfsame J.A.S. was invited by the then Minister of 

Agriculture (in the .N. P . Administration) to name _three people to 

serve on the Coffee Industry Board, On the 19th of January 1961, in 

answer to the Minister' s invitation, the J,A.S. named Mr. W. N. Henry, 

Mr. A,S. Wilmot and Mr. A.E. Christie. And so these g entlemen joined 

the Coffee Industry Board. Please note that the Coffee Growers' 

Federation was in existence at the time, ' It had been registered on 

the 31st of August, 1959. So in one instance, under a P.N.P . governme 

the J.A.S. is prepared to does in fact act as ~he 'approved organisat 

In another instance, tmdera J.L.P. Government, it refuses to. If the 

J.A.S. had refused to nominate anyone to the Coffee Board in 1961 
# 

its present refusal would have ·bee~ consistent. As it is, I for one 

can only interpret it a s straight partisan politics. And what makes 
December 

this even worse is t hat sometime in/1961 the Cabinet of the then 
• 

Government decided that the J.A.S. should be recognised as the 

'approved organisation' for the coffee industry for the time beingo 

These are the facts and t hese facts say quite simply that on this 

issue the Jamaica Agricultural Society is playing politics right dom 

the line ••••••••• Goodnight. 
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No 669 Trench Town School Issue 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmis sion on 
Monday Feb 25 at 6 .15p .m­
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: There 1s a real crisis in our ,education today; mi 

it is the worse kind of crisis possible. It is a crisis of co,nfiden:e 

or, at l east, so it see~ed to me until I had time to read Mr. F.dwin 

Allen's statement carefully over the weekend. After reading the 

statement issued by the Minister on Friday I still tEink it is a 

crisis of confidence, but not the despera\e kind t hat I feared before 

I read the statement. 

Before I read Mr. Allen's statement I tended, -_I suppose like 
• almost everybody else with no particular political axe to grind, to 

accept the charg es made by the teachers organisations about the non­

a ppointment of Mr. A.G. Byfield to the headmastership of t he Trench 

Town Senior School. I think the reason for this is perfectly under-

standable. Most of us instinctively f eel that teachers have less of 

an axe to grind than politicians; and in any case our sympathies ar~ 

naturally and rightly, I think, on the side of those who look like 

being the victims of poll ti cal pressure_s. So I frankly found myself 

tending to sympathi s e with the position of the t eachers over the 

Trench Town issue. But even then I f elt distressed bec ause no matter 

who was right or who was w,rong, it seemed to me that this controver&y 

with its very heavy political overtones and undertones was not in the 

best interests of education in Jamaicao Pl ease do not think that I am 

-against any sort of controversy. There are times when arguement and 

conflict of vi ews are very go,od: at such times argument and onflict 

lead to new thoughts, new ideas and new lines of action. Thi s is the 

creative aspect to conflict. I think the big debate over the 70-30% 

di vision of free places, and :Mr. Edwin Allen's ideas on Comprehensi "!JS 
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Schools - I think these two debates could have, and should have led 

to a creative re-appraisal of education in Jamaica. Indeed, to a 
- Unhappily they were shelved too quickly. 

certain extent I think they have1 But I a m afraid that this present 

Trennh Town School debate has hardly anything creative about it; the 

aspect that cou~d be creative, the question of whether our educationil. 

laws need overhauling or not, this ~•a completely overs hadowed by 

the politics that was railroaded into the mattero The teachers charge 

t hat the Minister's refusal to appoint Mr. Byfield to head the Trench 

Town School was political. The Minister charged that the attitudes mi 

reactions of the teachers was political. I think that if you r ead 

. the Minister' s statement as set out on page seventeen of Saturday'_s 

Gleaner you will see that it is not all right on one side and all 

wrong on the other. Indeed, I think that one of Mr. Allen' s strongest. 

points is that he is following a pattern set by his pr edecessor in 

asking the School Board to nominate three teachers from whom to choCJile 
when his predec essor 

a head. Mr. Allen also cites a number of instances/used his discretion 

to appoint heads without reference to anybody other than s enior 

members of hi s Ministry. And then he points out that there is no 

record of anybody or any organisation protesting against t hese 

appointments. I t hink you all know my very_ high r egard for the great 

contribution made to Jamaica by the teaching ppofession. I have told 

you before now t hat I do not think we honour t hem enough or reward 

them enough. But I am frankly not happy about thw wisdom of the stmi 

thBen by them in this case. I do not think all virtue or rightism 
then 

the side of t he Mini s try. But/I personally expect mor e good s ense, 

more wisd6m, more r eal understanding of t he long-t erm and s hort-term 

needs of the socie ty, from the t eachers in t he field than I do from 
bureaucrat 

any polit i cian or any baaeaocrat in any 

mus t be t he bringer of light; W of doubt 

ini s try. The tea cher is am 

and confus ion. Goodn i ght. 
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No 670 The Pt•-Jblem of Power_ in a Free Society 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Feb 26 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrap ams s peaking 

God Evening: I thinkf~ne of the trickiest problems any ._ 

society which has just achieved. complete indppendence must face is 

the problem of the checks and balances of politic-al power. Often 

the way in which a society works out this problem in t he first 

months of its independence can determine the shape of the society 

for generations to come. I t h ink the J amaican society is now grappling 

with this particular problem. In the main this grappling in not 

particularly conscious, but when people stop to think about it t h ey 

know what t he score is. But the expression of it 1s often misleading. 

The concern with to civil liberties and the ca ll f or the setting 

tip of a. civil liberties organiQa tion is possi1?1Y the most conscious 

expr ession of t his concern about the checks and balances of power 

in a free society. But t hos e who are interested in civil liberties 

do not always put it in these terms. They put it in terms which · 

suggest that civil liberti es in Jamaica are in danger. ,When the 
' 

teachers st;,y: "We want to be free" they make it sound as though they 

. are not free; when union leaders talk about victimis a tion it sounds 

.as though we are approaching a sort of reign of terror. Ahd this has 

led to a:xnnxm:f anxiety and unce,rtainty in s~ctions of the communi w -
_e s pecially in the Corporate Area. 

• I can predict with r easonable certainty that if this anxiety am 
uncertainty is fed and built upon we will in fact create a climate 

i n which victimisation, the loss of civil liberties and all manner c:£ 

ot her social ev~ls will become more possible. If you tell a man 

often enough t hat he lives ina society ' where tt is dangerous to s pear 

his mindp He will come to believe it. He will then transmit this 
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belief to his friends and neighbours. They in turn will transmit it 

to their friends and neighbours until in t h e end ever¥body will 

come to believe that it is dang erous for anybody to speak t heir mind. 

And the moment t hose who are in power realise that this belief exista 

t hey will make use of it, no matter which party is in power • 

. Do you remember t he crisis in Red Hills and Sligoville when we -

allowed a handful of ,•~i• youngsters from America to strike panic 

into the soc i etj? Basically this was a criminal operation but because 

of the state of mind of a section of t he society we allowed it to 

look like a national crisis. Do you remember the f earful scaremongerin 

stories of what would happen at the national Stadium on independence 
also 

night?? Those of you who r emember those things will/rememb er that I 

urged calmness and a rejection of panic. One of t he greatest dangers 
' we face 1s t hat of being stampeded into losing our heads. 

I do not t h ink anybody i s doing it wit h ma,t ce aforethought. I thh 

the peop le who are creating this atmosphere of anxiety are simply 

behaving a s t hough Jamaica is still a .col~nl and a~ though the govem­
~'- Ii (-0,--w ,.a..12 ~ ~~~ ~ ~ "\ f~ ~ 

ment of Jamaica must still be trea tld as t he imperial power. This is 
I\._ 

habit, and habit a_ies hard. The trouble is t hat no Jamaican govern­
of today, and of either party, can do what needs to be done in 

ment/:irucmCQl~JD[!DJmECZ&mcBlm:rxkn::ax%EKXXKJl::tx:rmnlll£BKXJdxxmaliklc&JUbc 
fundamental 

Jl:%:rJmg:.tk such an atmosphere 9 and s till r etain the/freedoms. 

. I t hink\ the way out of t his tricky situation 1s not to cr eate ,..,~ ~ 
anxiety and_l uncertainty, is not to play on f ears, but 'is rather to 

~ I 
create a truly informed public opinion that underttands the meaning 

of t h e rul e of law, and t hat place s t he rule of law above party and 

above person. For t his I t hink we need to establish,urgently and 
f 

immediately, a non-partisan Na tiona l Council for Civil Liberties. 

Goodnight. 
• 
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No 671 Dominican Republic. 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Feb 27 at 6 .15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Today is a very important day for the people of 

t he Dominican Republic. For t he first time in well over t hirty 

years t h~y have today installed as t heir freely elected President 

Juan Bosch. To express J amaica's congratulations and good wishes, 

the rime ~inister i s now in Santa Domingo+nkw heading an official 

government delegation. So, let us, t h e people of Jamaica, express 

our greetings and good wis h.es to the p eople of t he lk>mican Republic, 

who have had to travel a long and hard and painful road back to 

freedom after nearly a lifetime of dictatorship. And let us _hope 
won 

that their newly/freedom will not again be lost to strongment or 

dictators. Most important of all, l et us learn from them how long 

and terrible t he dark night of dictatorship can be, on~e a people 

lose t he right to decide for t hemselves who shall rule them, and 

for how long. Th e p eople of t he Dominican Republic, and t heir neare s 

neighbours, t he p eopl e of Haiti, DXl!XXDXJII. are the two p eoples of 

t he Caribbean sea who have drunk most deeply of t he bitter cup of 

mi s ery i mpo sed by dictatorship. Theirs were dictatorships of t he 

right: in the case of Haiti it st i ll is. And these . t wo countri es 
Hi spaniola (wh ich is Haiti & t he Dominican R~) 

share t he s ame land area./2lldaa is about fifty miles to t he south-east 
Cuba. Cuba 

of no. ft/too was t he bitter victim of along dictatorship : now it 

has thrown off the brutal rightist dictatorship ·only to discover that 
Hispaniola 

it had cbosen . t he leftist dictatorship of communism. And/ix is rougntv 
fifty miles 

t h e same rliBxa~x• west of Puerto RicoQ We are about a hundred miles 

away. Puerto Ri co and ourselves are t µe two s mallest i s l ands of 

t he Greater Antilles; we are also t he t wo who have escaped the 
iron heel of dictatorship: we , bec ause of our s pecial r e l a jions wi1h 
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the United Kingdom, and Puerto Rico because of her special relations 

with the United States. 

But we are celebrating the Dominican Republic. It has an area 

of well over nineteen thousand square miles and a population of 

roughly three millions. It is estimated that about twenty-nine percat 

,of the population are white; about twelve percent are Negro and the 

rest, abou t. fifty-nine percent of the populat,1on are a mixture of 

white, egro and Indian. _ 

The history of these peop le. has not been an easy one. It was tl"e 

first island discovered by Columbus and until the beginning of the 

twentieth c entury it was a sort of pawn in the game of pow~r politics: 

it suffered a series of revolutions, dictatorships and wars with Hait 

At one stage it became virtual colony of Hait11• Between 1907 and 

1924 it was a sort of- voluntary financial colony of the United States. 

That was t he only way it could be saved from bankruptcy. 

In 1930 General Rafael Trujillo s-taged a re\rolution and seized 

power. Between 1800 and 1900 the Dominican Republic had had ninety-oo 

governments, just eight short of a government every• twelves months 

over a period of a hundred years. That kind of instabili\y was bound 
/ 

· to l ead 'to disaster; in this case that disaster was 31 years of 

dictatorship which ended with ±kll±~~mm the assassination of 

Trujillo on the 30th of May, 1961. Since then _t h e people of the 
have 

Dominican Republic have laboured to the point where they/now instalJti 

a popularly elected r esident. For these people the· past has- truly 

b een a mint of blood and sorrow. In saluting them let us hope and 

paay t hat t his will not be so for their tomorrows. Goodnight • 

.. 
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No 672 The Arts:- The Probl em of Parochialism 

NE, S COMME:i: TARY 
For trahamission on . 
Thursday Feb 28 at 6.15pom 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Over the past weekend - and rather belatedly for 
season's 

us - I took t)I" my family to see "Finian I s Rainbow", tbe current/ 

pantomime. And as usual, rules about bedtime and what you eat and 

drink were suapended for all members of the family for the evening. 

The result was t hat t he youngest member of the family had a monumenta] 

binge on aerated water, packets of sweets and those little packets of 

dried and salted ahrtmpa. So it is perhaps not surprising that that 

particular member of the family thought :tu 11Finian 1 s Rainbow" 

marvelously :t:mag:x grand. And just in case• t hose of you who are 

proud of your highbrow tastes want to dismiss the r eactions of a 

little girl, l e t me remind you that the main purpose of an enter­

tainment is to entertain; and furthermore, let us remember that 

because they are less pret:encious than grown-ups tu children are 

often more honest and genuine in their responses than grovm-up. 

I am not saying that the judgement of children is more reliable 

than that of grown-ups. What I am saying is that children are more 

likely to look at something and see it for wha~ it is. Grown-ups are 

often bogged down by considerations of what is supposed to be 

fashionable or the way a t h ing should be done, or how it was done in 
it 

the West End or on Broadway, or what fime Magazine said aboutj The 

result is that when it comes to simple entertainments grown-ups who 

re~~nd themselves as sophisticated are often so bemused by their own 

cleverness that they cannot see the wood for the tress. 

I think 'Finian's Ra inbow' has suffered particularly from this 

sophisticated clever grown-up business. And let me confess that it 

caught me too. I was told it was not as good as the last pantomime, 
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that it was not, like the others we've had, writteb by Jamaicans and 

set in Jamaica - in fact, it was subtly conveyed to me that it was 

n either pantomime nor play but a rather poor musical,imported from 

the States,and therefore not up to much. And b ecause this was 

suggested r ather than stated outright, I accepted it. In other words, 

without quite realising it, I had become part of the climate of 

opinion that was quietly anti-"Finian's Rainbow" because it was foregn 

made and not like past pantomimes. The result is that I probably wa.id 

not have seen "Finian's Rainbow" if t he youngest one had not nagged 

for weeks for ·us to go. , . 

The whole point about xa■%~ng telling you all this is to show 

just how easy it is for us to become utterly parochial about the 

arts. And l et us face it. There are strong forc es working for this 

parochialism. There are people for whom the only good art, the only 
· theonly good literature, the only dance, 

good music, the only good theatre,/are found in our own back yardi, 

and limited to a few very simple themes. While I understand and 

sympathise with what thes e people are after, I think they overstate 

their case terribly. And if these people are allowed to get away with 
into 

this artistic parochialism,the arts in Jamaica could be led/i% a blind 

alley of narrow, blinkered artistic _nationalism. Le t us always remembe 

that while all art stems from the particular, all good art 1s by its 
And this applies to the simpler entertainments ten 

very nature univers a l in appeal./That is why I hop e all of you will 

try to see Wycliffe Bennett's production of Ehaedra b efore it closes. 
It shows Jamaica actors grapp ling with great theatre. 
blixlli:axa~~••xtmxn•x•±QbxxmcbxtaxJUnltllarlmm And 'Finian's 

Rainbow is grand entertainment with a bright new star in Miss Sheila 

Rickards. I'm glad I did not miss it. Goodnight. 
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No 673 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
Eor transmisai~n on 
Friday Mar 1 at 6 .15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

The World Scene: 
ECM Blocks France' s African Friends; 
Khrushchev on Communist Differences 
U.S. & European Defebce 

Good evening: The international political picture is going 

through one of its fluid periods. It is rather as though we are 
moving 

looking at a/picture which 1s out of focus and which the cameraman 

is trying to bring into focus. Such a .picture will grow big, then 

small; sharp and clear, then cloudy and blurredo ~nd the viewer will 

have a hard time making any sort of sens~ out of such an unsteady 

picture. That is the state of world politics at the moment. 

In Brussels the Council of Ministers oft· e European Common 

Market has bogged down over the question of signin~ trade and aid 

treaty with eighteen African states. The fact t hat sixteen of these 
, and tha~ they are sponsored by Franc 

states are former French colonie~/has led a section of the world 

press to see this as revenge against France by other members of the 

Common Market for her veto of Britain's membership. At the moment -

France buys coffee, bananas ana other agricultural produce from these 

African states at s pecial prices which ensure them a decent protected 

market. The ~igning of the pact would transfer this special reppons&h 
Under the Treaty 

from France to the Common Marketo/the Common Mrket would set up a 

development fund of about two-hundred and fifty million pounds to 

help these Aft•ican states; This is the treaty that should have been 

signed this week. But both the Italians and the Dutch have elections 

coming up in May and for political r easons these two would much ratl:lr' 

postpone the signing of the treaty till after the elections. In the 

case of the Dutch it might also max incidentally, be a way of showing 

r e sentment against the French veto of Britain. But ·I doubt that it is 

so in the case of the Italians. Certainly, it seems to me a great 
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mistake for anybody to think that any of the six Common Market 

countries will try to wreck this very successful partnership just 

for the sake of Britain. So, if you want the picture to be a little 

less blurred and confused take your reports of Common Market troubles 

with a pinch of salt. No country in Ell.rope loves Britain so much 

that it is prepared to destroy Europe's future to prove , it. They may 

try delaying tactics to show De Gaulle that they are not rubber stanp3· 

but they will not court disaster for the sake of Britain. 

If you need any support for this view all you have to do is look 

at the United States' revised approach to Europe. Britain is no longe 

the plenipotentiary through whom Uncle Sam expresses his views to the 

Europeans. Top ranking American diplomats are in Brussels and at Nato 

headquarters, and Dr. Hallstein of the European Economic Commission 

is in the United Stat es to work out details for the updating of the 
Government 

Genera l Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. In short the United States/ 

has gone through its 'agonising reappraisal' and all the indications 

are that it is accepting the disturbing fact tat Europe will not be 

anybody's puppet. But while the government seems to have accepted 

t his fact there still seem .to be confusion in the Congress and the 
among 

Senate and/the people of the Un ited States. And t h is tends to confure 

the p icture. 
Wednesda~ 

Finally, 'peac emonger' Khrushchev's warlike rumblings on/b:eml• 

suggests that he is under pressure from the'Chinese' f action inside 

Russia. The Ch inese, a s you know, a ~e t hose who want a tough agressive 

communist line. The fact that he had to say s pecifically that Russia 

would defend China suggests that thw presBure is very great indeed. 
before -

But Khrushchev has been under greater pressurej and su~tived. He 

may do it again: or, the Chinese may get him. The picture is fluid. 

Goodnight. 
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No 674 Prison Conditions. 

TEWS COI\i • JTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday _a,r 2 at 6 .15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Goodevening: I have a , l etter with me this evening. It came fran 

Guy' s Hill, St ijary and t he person who wrote 1 t to me 1s I.,,'.Ir . Alfred 

Williams. Mr . Williams signs himself as an ex-prisoner, someone who 

has served time in the General Penitentiary. And his letter is about 

conditions in t he General Penitentiaay. The letter is not very clean 

The spelling is bad, and often I had. to guess whe re a sent:ence ended 

and another began. In other words, this letter is from a semi-literat 
~-

ex-jQlslQ1P~. 

~ow, this l etter can be approached in t wo ways. We can say here 

is someone who obviously has had ha~ education at all; on top 

of t h is he is a self-confessed ex-~i3:bh•d who does not even go thr 

the motions of p r etend ing that he was innocently convi cted. Therefore 

t h is man is hardly likely to be a very r espectable member of society. 

We can say t hat, put his l etter into t he wastepaper basket and a.ism:1&3 

its contents. That can be t he first approack. 

The second cari be to say: Writing this letter has obviously ban 

a very great effort for this man: the evidence is t here in the ~ettE!" 

itself. It is always a mental and physical and emed>iona l strain for 

am a person to do something t hey are unused to. Also, this man has 

dischar ged whatever debt he owed society by s uffering imprisonment 

for it. So t he v ery l east we can do for t h is man is to g ive him a 

hearing. 

And because my approach is t he second one, I am telling you abru t 

this letter from Alfred Williams. In addition, there i s th is problem. 

In mos t of the situations and conditions in which we find ourselves, 
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we can generally do something to correct any glaring abuses. If 

working conditions or conditions in hospitals are bad, public opinicn, 
~ ' 

~ The press mJy unearth 
I\. 

can and generally does so something about it. 

the particular abusej m~ an~ e public 

op inion mJJforce the press to do someth ing ,1\\ . f\. 

this breaks down is in prison. When people 

opinion or else public 

about o The one place where 

are in prison they are 

completely cut off from t he normal every day world. When they get ott, 

bf prison they are so anxious to put the experience behind them that 

· t hey do not talk about it. So t he abuses that take pla-ue,i in prison 
under 

take p lace in darkness and in secrecy and very rarely come/xm the 

searchlight or· public · opinion. For t h is reason I welcomed, in a ­

horrified sort of way, the glimpse of prison life Mr. Williams's letter 

showed me. 
once f.,Q2:.,,.,- r; ~ 

Prisoners,/mK• t h ey are inside,~~completely at t he mercy of 

t he warders. If the warder happens to be kindly life is not too bad 

while tha t particular ward.er is on duty; but if the warder is a viciou 

sadistic brute then life can be hell for prisonerso Mr. Williams ta]B 

about a prisoner having his hJad broken and his hand broken and beirg 

put into the'dumb cell' for s everal days. Beatings up s eem to b e a 

common thingo 

Undoubtedly t he most dreadful aspect of this ugly business is the 
and absolute 

terrible/power t h e warderEyBeem to have over the prisoners. I think 1t 

is wrong for any individual or group of individuals to have that kind 

of power over anybody. Mr . Williams a sks me to appea l to the MinistEr 

of Home Affairs to look into these prison conditions. I do s o with all 

my hearto I think t hat we need some system to ensure t hat np prisonE!B 

are completely at t he mercy of pr i son warders. I am not one who beliBres 

in turning prisons into homes away f r om home. I t hink people must PcV 

for t heir crimes; but t hat do e s not mean they must be brutalised by 

t he i r keepers. Goodnighto 
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No 675 Economic Indicators 

EWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Mar 4 at 6.15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The Minister of Finance, Mr. Donald Sangsters, 

and t he Financial Secretary, Mr . G. Arthur Brown, have just returned 

from a mission to t he United States that could be of considerable 

importance to us o But cu11 we will have to wait until Mr. Sangster has 

reported to the Cabinet before he can give us any sort of official 

account of his trip. But even without any information on this very 

important vis it I think there are certain very clear economic 

indicators tha t give us some sort of outline of the shape of things t 

come. 

First, we know that somewhere round about the middle of last 

month t h e people at the Ministry of Finance had put t he final touches 

to part of t his years' Eudget. Second, we know that the draft of 

this government's Development Programme has just been completed and 
all 

that/its long-term projections cannot therefore have been incorporate 
a 

in next month's Budget. This means that we will not have :.tu clear 
detailed statement 

/mni:ix:Ra of where t h is government ~cl.ans to go, when Mr. Sangster 

presents his Budget. For such a detailed statement we will have to 

wait on t he public a tion of the Development Programme; and present 

indications are that this will be out round about the middle of this 

year. And t his might we ll be followed by a second Budg et to make 

finRncial provisions for the main f eatures of the Development 

programme. 

So, on the face of it the indicators are that t h e situation is 

still fluid, in terms of just where the economy is going over the 

long run. And this has caused great concern in certain business 

circles in the Corporate Area. Ev en the very successful Indep endence 
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Loan issue, which closed at the record figure of £2.2 million last 

week, has disturbed many intelligent businessmen who are by no means 

hostile to the present government. And t he reason for their being 

disturbed is very valid. To what use, they want to know, is the 

Government putting the £2.2 million. You do not, they say, borrow 

money on which you have to pay interest and then proceed to put that 

money in the bank. They say the economy cannot afford to have idle, 

lazy money lying in the bank, especially if it is borrowed money on 

which interest has to be paid. I agree with them. The sooner this 

~oney is put to work, the better for the economy. But the money must 

in fact be put to work, not frittered away on the kind. of eonsumer 

s pending spree which brought us close to diaster a year or so back. 

I think Mr. Sangster's main f*ical preoccupation, that of getting 

the country to live within its means, instead of way beyond its pocket 

is a very necessary one, provided it does not slow down the economy 

too drastically. And there are many people who feel that the economy 

cannot be slowed down any more than it has already been. On t he othE!" 

hand, there are people who feel that the p~esent economic pause is a 
· say, and fi g~res . support them, 

good thing for the country. These people/fox that since about 1956 
the highest percentage 

the trend has been for/mClllt of the national wealth to gravitate 
the 

towards the non-productive sector of the economy, towards/wholesale 
trade. 

and retai l distribution.i. Certainly, a s1owing down in this .~ector 

of the economy, especially where it concerns imported luzury items, 

will not be a bad thing for Jamaica. But you cannot slow down any 

sector of t he economy without creating unemployment in tgat sector. 

And this, I think, constitutes one of the major problems in the 

shaping of our economic future. I will explore this more fully 

tomorrow: so till t hen, goodnight. 
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0 676 Economic Indicators (2) 

EWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Mar 5 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: If we were to state J amaica' s basic economic 

problem in its crude~t and simplest form, it would go something like 
were to make 

this: If Jamaica/man the bes t possible use of her land it would 

mean mechanising agriculture, stepping up production, and throwing 

at least fifty percent of those people who now live on the land off 

it. 

Last night/I said t hat you cannbt slow down activity in any 

sector of the economy without creating unemplyyment. Now I am saying 
enough 

that you cannot make agriculture mm::!!l! efficient/to feed all of us 

and perhaps earn something over, without a lso creating large-scale 

unemployment. To some extent t his generalisation would apply to 

a l most any walk of lifeo Efficiency means either the partial or 

total displacement of men by machines or else a drastic reduction 

of the number of men doing a given job., This is one of t he r ealities 

of life in the twentieth cent~ry, it is also one of the gr eat p eoblms 

Jamaica has to face if it is to work and think its way out of its 

pr esent economic difficulties. And I c ertainiy do not t h ink that we 

are either facing t his problem or trying to think our way out of it 

when the l eaders of our two ma jor parties accuse each other of being 

responsible for making the loading of bananas more efficient - as 

though it were a crime . 

It i s when we try to find solutions tQ t his problem that we 

r eally run into trouble . Employers want efficiency - and therefore 

mechanisa tion - as soon as possibl e e The workers' repr esentatives 

are dead against 1 t. The government of t he day, whether it be P .N . P. 

or J .L.P . tr ies to maint a in an uneasy balance, meanwhi l e seeking 
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to create as many new jobs as possible. 

During the P.N.P. reg ime this creation of new jobs occurred 
building 

mainly in the zm.NXXJCHE:ti:adl industry, in the growing and expanding 

wholesale and retail distribution trade and in the new industries on 
' 

the industrial estate. These were the key sources of new job 8pportunj 
, 

.And in the main these job opportunities were in the Corporate Area. 

In retrospect, the approach of the P.N.P. seems to have been to 

welcome economic activity wherever possible because all such activiw 

• · seen as in t he long-term good. In the short term however, most 

~ctivity took pla ce in the Corporate Area, and a non-productive 

sector of the economy became the strongest, to t he detriment of our1 

balance of payments position. 

I suggest that it is against this background that we need to 

read our indicators. And against thp;background t he indicators are/ 
is 

that: t here a:icz bound to be increased taxation, though this may 

slow down the economy even more if it is in personal incomes; a great 
Government 

deal of/spending will take place in rural Jama ica and the distressm 
as well as some Kingston workers 

Kingston merchants /will have to go into the country areas if they 

want to earn a bit of what there is; unemployment will be our bi~gest 

problem until the money tha t is saved is put to work, primarily to 
. efficient ·tt ~ 

bring land t hat is now unused under/cult ivation, and~industries 

~re establi~ in rural Jamaica to absorb those workers who cannot 
when it is efficiently run. . 

b e supported on the land/§~~~~~~. This is the challenging 

situation out of which t he government's Development Programme must 
4- c,1 ~ ~ preelt1et4.ve o---,k \ .o ,1,. 

point t he way. 'N1at ,plus a worlacff hara/wox k . · Goodflie;ht .. 

~ ~ ~4~,~~Jl~ 
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No 677 Na t i onal Hero es & All That •••••• 

NEWS CON Er TA.RY 
For transmis sion on 
Wednesday Mar 6 a t 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I have tried to follow the present controversy 

about who is Jamaica's National Hero, who should be J amaica's Nationa 

Hero and how he should be chosen. But you know, every time I try 

to concentrate seriously on t h is business my mind sort of slips 

away into the world of fantasy and I find myself witn&asing imaginazy 

conversations between groups of people who once t hought themselves 

to b e National Heroes, or whose followers once made them f eel that 

t hey were National Heroes. 

Last n i ght, for instance, I witness ed such an imag inary 

converaation b etween the late and unlamented Jos~ph St a lin and 

Adol~ Hitler and Benito Mussolini. Stalin had just fini shed r eading 

t he transcript of t he s peech Mr. Khrushc hev ha d made on earth denounc' 
I 

him . . (Perhaps I for9ot to t ell you t hat these people are somewhere 

on a black cloud beyond Outer Space, in a place called MiX2 H- E-L-L 

prono_unced back to front) Anyway, St a lin ha d just fini shed fi• readin 

_t he s pe ech in which Khrushchev had a ccus ed him of a ll t hos e terrible 

things. Both Hitler and Mu ssolini watched him quietly as he began 

to shake with rage. I i s f a ce turned puce, his eyes popped, h e began 

to b eat his chest with his fist; he 'opened h is mouth but hi s rage 

choked t he words. Suddenly his eyes went gla ssJ and he pas sed out 

cold. Hi s gr eat anger ha d stopped the ghos tly f low of ghostlj blood 

blood to h is ghostly bra in. 

"The s e Ri.is sians", Hitler said in disgust. "Such primitive 

emotiona l creatures." 1us solini chuck l ed wi ckedly and s a i d : "You 

seem to :fm~ have f or gotten your ovrn r eaction when you first discovere , 
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the fickl en ess of mortal menY. Do you remember the tantrum you 

t hr ew when we looked down at t he Nuremberg trials and p eople by whom 

you swore turned and blamed all those atrocities on you. Remember 

you too went into a fit •••• " 

IIYou dirty, oily Italian coward~!" Hitler screamed and stalked 

away.y Mussolini threw back his h ead and roared with laughter. Just 

then Stalin opened his ey es. Mu s solini stopped l aughing and said: 

"Feeling b etter,old man? It isn't worth it, you know. You and Hitler 

made the mistake of taking yourselve s seriously. I tried to too. But 

I couldn't keep it up. Every t i me I stepped~ into my s hoes, and 

every time I stepped~ onto the box to look tall wh ile I addressed 

the Roman crowds, some of my closest supporters snickered behind my 

b ack. And so, when they told me what i great Nationa l Hero I was, 

I knew that they were only ingratiating thems elves. But I liked it all. 

t he same. The big thing is to be able to s mile at it.YI know you and 
,, 

Hitler think it is wrong to laugh at yourse l ~es but look at all the 

grief a nd bitterness you carry around with you. ~m~ Nobody can decide 

for tomorrow except tomorrow's people." 

"But Lenin and I shap ed them! " Stalin roared. "We are the ir 

National Heroes for all time~ Hitler, who had come b a ck quietly, 

s a id: "You allowed your :pJychophants to fool you, Herr St alin. Jus t 

look down." 

They all l ay on m t he black cloud and look~ own on a bla ck 
the 

Kremlin night wher e ghostly fi gures were moving/body be s i de that 

of Len i n from it pl ac e of honour and carrying it to a hole in the 

earth ~ut in t he garden. St a lin moaned and pas s ed out once more. 
~~ 

"Sadis tic brute !" Mussolini h i s s ed .and walked away. Napoleon watched 

t hem fr om a d i s t anc e , a pitying smile on hi s lips. Goodnight. 
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No 678 L ' Affairfe Bidault & Fr eedom of Speech 

NEWS COMM.EN'.J:AH.Y 
For ~ransmission on 
Thursday Mar 7 a t 6 .15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaki ng 

1o1 
Good eveni ng : I t h ink we in J amai ca can , i f we a llow our selves, 

l ea r n a g r eat deal about f r ee dom of speech f r om wha t t he Fr ench 

woul d call t he Bidault affair. I t shows u p i n a mos t dr a ma tic f orm 
of fr ee speech 

t he t r ue meaning/ and. t he wide l a t;ti t ude a llowed an organ of public 

Ii 

i nfor mation . So, l e t us examine i t f or t he gr eat ob j ect lesson it~ 

The f or ces inv~lved in t hi s affa i r a r e the Br i ti sh Broadca s ting 

Cor poration , a f ormer Fr ench Pr i me Mini s t er named M. Georges Bidault, 

and t he Brit ish nat ion and its e l ected par l i ament. I a m sur e that 

mos t of you hav e h ear d and r ead abou t t he det ails of t he affair, but 

l et me jus t g ive you t he outl ine ver y qui ck l y . M. Bidault, who was 

Pr i me Minis t er of France i n 1940, i s t oday t he leader of a terroris t 

organi sat i on whi ch is dedi ca t ed t o t he des t ruction of Pr esident 

de Gaulle ' s gov er nment - by violence and mur der if necessary. Indeed , 

de Gaulle is s o s trong l y suppor t ed by the ma j orit y of t he French 

p eople t hat hi s en emies f eel t he on l y way t hey can get rid of him is 

to mur der h i m. And. a s - t he hea d of t he organisation dedi c·a t ed to t he 

murder of de Gaulle , Bi d.ault is a wan ted man; he is on t he run from 

t he Fr e~ch s ecurity forc es . 

Well, on Monday of t his we ek t he British Br oad casting Corporat fu' 

Tel evision Servic e shocked a ll of Br i t a in and mos t of t he r es t of t ~ 

world by showi ng t he f ilm of an ~ntervi ew _one of t he B.B. C.-T.V. 

r epr esen t a tives had had wi t h M. Bi dau lt. Al mos t i mmedi a t e ly af t er 

t h e f i l m was s hown t he s torm broke . Brit ish n ews pap er s want ed to knav 

i f t he authorit ies had given per miss ion for M. Bidault to ent er 

Br itain. When t hey dis cov er e.;:jhat no s uch per miss ion had been given 

t hey a t t a cked t he Government t he Gover nment' s security EK~ and 
'\ 
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immigration services. The attack was immediately taken up by t he 

Labour Party Opposition, whose members asked some very searching 

and embarrassing questions in the House of Commons • 

.And now we come to the very interesting point about this affair. 

The B.B.C. is a public aorporation which is dependent for its money 

ori t he British Government. And it was t he B.B.C. 1 s broadcasting of 

llhe television interview which had led to the embarrassing position 

in which t he British Government found itself. And yet nobody, neither 

the government, nor the opposition Labour Party nor the press nor 

the public attacked or blamed the B.B.C. Indeed, at the height of 

the controversy a spokesman for the government made it very plain 

t hat t he government had absolutely no say in what the B.B.C • . 

broadcast. And so we have the striking situ~tion that the B.B.C. 

which is dependent on the government for its finances broadcasts 
' 

something which causes the government accute embarrassment and yet 

the government confirms the B.B.C.'s independence and upholds its 

right to u free speech. This is someth ing very striking in itself. 

What makes it even more striking is when we set against the 

recent jailing of a couple of newspapermen who refused to disclose 

the source of a story which affected t he country's national security. 

It would seem t hat t he British people and t heir parliament are agre~ 

t hat the only Justifiable limitation to_ freedom of speech is when it 
~~ I ~C---.,:a..~ ~ •j ' 

involves national security: at a"'!l othe r times there are no limits 
I\ 

other than l egal ones.In fact, in t he Bidault affair t he British 

government endorsed the B.B.C.'s right to free · s peech, even when that 

freedom put t he government itself in a most embarrassing position. 

_or me t his is the great significance of t he Bi dault affair. 

Goodnight. 
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ro 679 National Denta l Week - follow-up l etter 
from Dr. J . H.B. Monteith. 

r EWS C01' -1ENT RY 
For transmission on 
Friday 1ar 8 a t 6.15p .m 
Pet er Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I hope you will al&ow me to come back, r a ther 

belatedly, to the subject of denta l health . Following on WY comments 

during National Dental He 1th Week, I received a most interest~g 

letter from from Dr. J. H.B. Monteith, t he Pr e sident of the Jamaica 

Dental Associationo I do not t hink I can remember a time when 

critic i sms I have made have been acc epted with s uch grace and 

courtesy, and for t his I am most grateful to Dr. Monteith ; but there 

was a lot more to t h e letter than j ust t hat. 

From t he letter it is clear t hat t he Dental Association is 

aware of most of the problems I mentioned my broadcast of February , '\. 
the 20th. Certainly, t hey seem aware of the desperate need for dental 

care in the rural areas. Dr. Monteith says t hat dentists in these 

areas hav e been asked to give talks on dental health and that the 

As sociation is willing to send sp eakers into the rural areas if civic 

groups would write and asko So, for the benefit of t h es ~ groups the 

address of t h e Association is Box 19, Kingston 5. 

Dr. Monteith also told me about an emergency dental s erttee 

started by a pane l of dentists a f ew years ago to get over t he 

problem of people who needed attention at weekends and public holid~. 

The arrangement .was for tk a certain taxi service to act as lia son 

with patient who needed emergency treatment. But it s eems t hat there 

was little or no demand for t h is sertte~nd so it wa given upo Howe'V!I', 

Dr. Monteith make s t he very important point tha t if we are really 

properly educated in matters of dental health t hes e 

likely to be · drastically r educed.~ Certainly 1;1,his 

" 

emergencies are 

propeettdlnn. 
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Dr. Montei th's final point is that the only solution to Ja maic~s 

dental health problem is to have more dentistso And fo t h is he 

suggests the setting up of a dental school either at the University 

of t he West Indies or in association with t he University. I could 

not agr ee more and I hop e t his will soon be undertaken. 

But in t he meantime, while we a re working towards the turning 

out of more dentists large sections of t he J amaiean population are 

in urgent need of dental care. Bad teeth means poisoning the blood 

stream and a sluggish system means bad perform'ance. School children 

with bad teeth are toxic and sluggish and this shows up in their 

school work; grown-ups in t his state operate at halfcock. So it seems 

to me i mportant that until we g et into t hat happy situa tion where 

we have enough dentists for a ll of Jamaica, t he dentists we do now 

have s hould do t heir b est t o cover as much of t he island as t hey can. 

With t h is in mind, I should like to put two i deas f orward for t he 

considera tion of t he As sociation. 

First, is i t possible for memb ers_ of t he Denta l Associa tion to 
l!UtllXr.E~MUE . 

/x±xx±~UXXJGltixxxa hav e regular clinics a t t he health centres 

sc a ttered t hroughout J amaica in muct t he s ame way t hat doctors now 

hold regular clinics a t t hes e c entres? If t his were possible it wou~ 

do a gr eat dea l to i mprove t he denta l hea lth of t he community. The 

second idea i s to get mobile dental clinics to travel to schools in 

the rural areas and look after the teeth of school childr en . It 

seems to me most important that t his business of creating a dentally 

healthy community should be persued as a matte r of gr eat urgwncy, 

both i mmedia t e ly and in the long run. Goodnight. 
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No 680 The Agricultural Debate: 
Foreman on mechanical cultivation on hillsides 

NEWS COMMEN'rARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Mar 9 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams s peaking 

Good evening: On Wednesday of t his week Mr . R.A4 Foreman, 

the Chairman of the Agricultural Development Corporation, made a 

most interesting contribution to t he great agricultural debate. Mr. 

Foreman was speaking at t he monthly meeting of the Board of Manage­

ment of t he J. A.S. and he made it very clear t hat he was expressing 

his own views and not the policy of the government. And what Mr. 

Foreman said in t h e expr essing of his own private op inion strikes 

me as of such fune.Ei.rnental i mportance t hat I hope it will be discus sed 

1~ agricultural circles t hroughout J a~aica. 

Mr. Foreman s a id that to cons ider the question of mechanical 

cultivation of hillside land while land was being iragmented at 

its pr~sent rate was a waste of time. Mr. Fore man s a i d that mechanica 

cultivation was not economica lly poss ibiU: on s mall holdings. F r 

mechanical cultivation to be fe asible a number of small holding s 

would either have to be opened up co-operatively, or else the holding 

would have to be big enough. Now, b ecause this could be viewed as 

such a radicaly and provocative idea, let me repeat Mr. Foreman's 

statement t hat he was expressing his own private opinion and not the 

policy of the government. 

To s how you j u st ~how crucial a contribution to t he great 

agricultura l debate' t h is is, we will have to go ba ck to early in 

January when Sir Arthur Thelwell and ir. David Edwards of the 

University clashed sharply overt e question of t he most productive 

size of our agricultural holdings. 

In what I considered a most brilliant analysis of Ja ma ica' s 

agricultura l problems, Mr. Edward suggested that we s hould apply 
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crop zoning and create economic medium sized farms of between twent~ 

five and sixty acres for the most rewarding and most productive 

farming. Sir Arthur Thelwell on the other hand, wanted more 
I 

subsidies and up to ten families on five acres of land. You may 

remember that I commented on these two conflicting viewpoints on 

Friday January the 11th. I told you at the time,that in effect, 

Mr. Edwards was saying: Let us make agriculture more efficient than 

it now is because it is in the interest of the economy to do so. 

Sir Arthur,on the other hand, was saying: Let us put as many people 

as possible on the land and subsidise them because this is our 

greatest and most urgent social need. And I told you at the time 

that it seemed to me that the shape of Jamaica's future was more 

intimately tied up with which p,f these two views prevailed than with 

almost anything else that was then happeing. Nothing that has 

happened since the 11th of January has made me change my mind. 

Now, in expressing his own private Cu'Pinion, Mr. Foreman has 

brought an additional dimension to the debate. I thinl{ we are all 

accepting the idea that farming with mechanical aids does mean more 

efficient farming. What Mr. Foreman has brought home i's t hat it will 

be a waste ~o use those mechanical aids on small plots of land, and 

we are raved with the situation that land holdings, especially in 

hillside areas, are getting smaller and s maller as a result of 

fragmentaion. Therefore there are two ways out for efficiency: either 

put a stop to fragmentation or else create a pattern of co-operative 

farming throughout 'Jamaica. I think Mr. Foreman has made an importa:t 

contribution to the great agricultural debate by raising this point. 

Plepse think and talk on it. Goodnighto 
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No 681 

... 

NEWS COM ffi\JTARY . 
For transmission on 
Monday Mar 11 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

The Problem of t he Moral Code 

Good evening: I am sure most of you saw the report cbn the· front 

page of this morning's paper in which a .prominent Anglican clergyman 

in Britain aaxn is said to have challenged the prevailing and 

generally accepted attitudes to sexual relationships. According 

to the report, Ca.non D.A. Rhymes said that our present moral code 

that says · sex outside of marriage is wrong, is not based on any of 

the teachings of Christ. There ·is, he says, no trace of this teach:kg 
• I 

in the attitude of Christ. And he applies this view to the matter of 

homosexuality as welljo Then, turning to the argument of those 

people who ·say that morality should be based on Natural Law, Canon 

Rhymes askis: What is natural and what is unnatural? And then he 

comes up with the very reasonable Qo~clusion that it is very doubtful 

whethe~ nature offers any guidance on morality. 

And so, having shown t hat the accepted Moral Law against :amx 
. 

extra-marital sex is hot based on Christian teaching and t hat the 
. f 

sam~moral law against homosexuality is not unnatural - because 

nothing is unnatural to nature - Canon Rhymes proposes that our 
I 

present moral code s hould be replaced by a code'related to the 

person and the needs of t he person'. If we want p eople to live well, 
I 

he s::1ys, we must emphasize love·, riot morality. 

Now what does all this mean? If the report is correct it means 
I 

that the good Canon aeea nothing wrong in homosexuality and extra-

marttal s ex because neither the teachings of Christ nor the Laws of 

·1ature speoificall say that these are morally wrong. 

The t hing t hat worries me is what is ~ikely to happen to sociew 

if we accept the Canon' s code which, in his own words is: 'related 
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\ 
to t he per son and t he needs of t he per son.' I f you or I or any 

other e1t1zen has a compuls ive need to wr eck happy homes or to l ead 
I 

. i nsurr e ctions or to b low up bu ildi ngs , a r e we tp b e free to do so? 

At t he moment socie ty says no. At t he moment a ll of us a r e , to . . , 

one extent or another, governad b y sets of r ul es which have grown 

up over t he year s and which exist mainly to give order and s t ability 

to our societj. An i mportant aspect of t hes e r ul e s is t he puni tive 
I 

qua l i t y whi ch gives t hem t eeth. Ther e a r e s o many t h ings t hat we 

do not do b ecause we know t hat d.o i l1€j t hem and being caught will l ead 

to_ puni shment. Often, t he only r eason why we do not do s omet hing -is 
' ' I for f ear of punishment. Often we don ~t do .a t hing t hat we want to 

do because we kn_?w tha t our , s ociety will di sappr ove •. And our socie-cy-, 

l e t u~ nev er forget, i s
1 

a corpora t e 1 and l i v i ng1ent i ty, s omet hi ng t hat 

has evolve.d and. grown and s omet hi ng t hat h,as a s trong ins tinct for 

his torica l survival: t he J amaican soc i ety as su,ch i s- a t l east two 

hundred y ear s older t han t l're oldes t l i ving Jama ican .. When ev eryone 

of u s now living i s dead t he {J a maican s oci ety will s till b e her e , and 

if ; t is ' a healthy s ochety i t s children (our des cendant s )will still 

b e inhibit ed from doing c er ta in t hings because t hey fear t he 
I • 

d i s~approva l of t he s oc iet y . And i t is t hi s cons ciousness of t he 

approva l and disapprova l of the socie ty which is t he cor ner s tone of 
, 

s o much of our conduct . If you go with me t his far you will, I t hink, 

agr ee wi t h me c hat any co de which proposes to put t h e individual and 

h i s persona l needs above t hose of soc iet y i s , ul t imat e l y , dangerous 

and des t ructi v e . Certainly , I agr ee with t he goo d Canon t ha t we ma.a:. 
~ ~ µ 

emphasise love: but ~ r eal l ove is crea t i ve , admi t s of r estr aint, 
~ I.. . I\ k 

and is in pr of ound all iance wi t h the noblest i mpul s es of its s oc i ety. 
~ I 

The other, t he l ib erty t hat is l ic ence , is dangerous . Goodnight. 
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No 682 Education and Politic s - A Way Out 

EWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Mar 12 at 6 .15p om' 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good ev ening : The l as t t i me t hat I d is cussed education was on 

Monday Februar y t he 25th when I d iscus,s ed t he Trench Town School 

i s sue. You will r emember t hat Mr. Edwin Allen , t he Mini s t e r of 

Educa tion had published h i s s t a t ement on t he matter t he Saturday 
I 

before . In t hat sta t ement he s a i d t hat h i s pr edece s sor in offic e , 

Mr. Florizel Gl asepole , had s e t t he pattern and that h e , Mr. Allen, 

was s imply following a patterm s et by a P .N.P . Minister. I told you 

at t he time t Nat I thought this was a very strong point in support ­

of ¥~. Allen' s char ge tha t t he a ttitude of t he t eachers wa e partisan 

and political. And I told you t hat I was not happy about t he wisdom 

of t he i r s t an d . 

We ll~ sinc e t hen, on the eight of March, Mr. Glasspole has 

i ssued a s tatement in which he challemged t he Minis t er' s cla i m t hat 

he , Mr . Gl asspole , had set t he pr e~ endent for t he Mi n ister' s action. 

Mr . Gl asspole s a id t hat he di d not, i n the ca s e of Tarrants Seni?r 
. ' 

School, t he ca s e c i t ed in t he ·Minister' s s t a t ~ment, ask for t he 

nomination of t h r ee names . And t hen he challenged the Mini s t er ' to 
, 

cite chapt er and v er se . So f ar t he Mini st er ·has no t yet r epli ed to 

t he Gl as spole challenge . And until t he Minis t er doe s r eply we ·mus t 

v iew h i s s t a t ement wi t h t he element of doubt r aised by Mr • . Gl as spole . 

Meanwhile , it s eems to me t hat t he t eacher s ar e tryi ng to get t "' 

from t he politica l overtones and undertones of - t he Byf iel d ca s e . 

i t h ink t he decisio'n to l et a court of l aw decide whet her t h e Minis 11!'' 

action was wi t h in t he l aw or not i s t he on l y se111sibl e ·way out of t h i s 

dead- end sit uat ion . Whet her we like to admi t ~tor not, t he right s 

and wrongs of the Byfi el d case will a l ways be over shadowed by t he f ctt, 
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' that Mr . Byfield i s r egardeg_. mainly as a poli.tical figurelt) 

I t hink this matter of t he injection of party politics into 

almost every singl e i mportant J amaican undertaking is _a very serious 

matter indeed. Unless it is halted it could ~urt the society very 

grievously by turning J amaica into a house divided against itself • 

. I hope that the teachers, t he logi ,cal leE:}ders of public op inion 
' ' in society - and the Ministry of Education, will so resolve t heir 

differences as t ·o be an example to 't he 1r est of t he country • .And I 

should like t he basis for such a resolution should be to take politb 
. 

out of education and education out of politJ cs. I shou ld like to 

' s ee t he Education Law so r ewritten that no Minister of government, 
-

now or at any time in the future will b e able to interfere 1n the 

choosing and appoin.ting of any teachers, from the lowest to the 

highest • .And I should like ~he law so wewritten ~hat no teacher 
\ 

will b e able to turn his -profe ssion and 'his position to party politcm] 

advantage. I should like t he teacher' s position .to be like th~t of 
• 

t he senior civtl s ervant: he will hav e views of his own but as a 
\ 

r es ponsible servant of the state he will not be permitted to take part 

in party politics of a public nature. And if he or she wishes to 
-

stand for elective office t hey should be r equired to r esign from 

t each'ing. I certainly do not t hink it is good for education for the 
I 

t eachingprpfession to be treated as t he stepping stone to a political 
as 

career or/the place wher e t he defeated politician waits till next t:tn 
... 

So, l et there be an end to the C?Olonialist laws in our education; 

·and let there be an end to the politica l teacher. If t he current 

controversy leads to t his situa tion t hen it may yet turn out to have 

b e en a very good thing indeed. Certa inly, t h is could be a way out of 

t he pres ent educational mess. I hope it is. Goodn i ght • 

• 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



/ 

/ 

No_ 683 Kenya & Southern Rhodesia 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Mar 13 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

. I 

/ 

Good evening: Last week Mr. - DJ.ncan Sandye, the British 

Commonwealth and Colonial Secretary, inherited or, rather, cr~ated 

another tricky problem by settling a big oneo The problem Y~. SandJ18 

had settled was over the Kenya constitution. He. had handled the · 

Kenya African leaders, one of- whom is t he great Jomo Kenyatta,; with 
' ' 

such skill that they had settled t heir differences and agreed on 

,a · consti tution1
• under which the country could move forward to int~rnal 

self government. But no sooner had Vi!'. Sandys done t h is w~en 

tr0uble blew up in his face. On the east Kenya is bordered by the 

independent state of Somalia. And many of the people who live on 

t he Kenya side of the border regard themselves as Somalis rather 

than Kenyan. Religion has a great deal to do with it. The Somal~ are 

Muslims, the Kenyans are pagans animists or Christians. And t he 

Muslim religion is very much mo~e than a weekend or Sunday affair, 

which is what Christiantty so often is: it is social, cultural, 

religious ahd econom-ic. So t .he hold of Islam 1s very strong on 1 ts 

' children. And so it was that when t hese people of Kenya who regard 

' themselves as Somalis heard abput the coming of full 'in.ternal self-

government, they demonstrated for their territory to be incorporated 

with the- neighbouring Somalia. The Somali government immediately too 

·UP the matter. and fired off some protests to Whitehall. Britain 

,assured the government of Somalia that its ·claims will be given a 

hearipg when Kenya finally moves to full independence. Britain also 

assured the peop le of t hat part of Kenya that they will be given a 

chance to express t heir views before any final decision is made. In 

spite of t hese assurances t he government ·or' Somalia has now, broken 
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off diplomatic relations with Great Britain and the situation on the 

border between Somalia and Kenya is very t •ense. It is a situation 
• I 

t hat could very easily lead to trouble and violence. But because it 

is still Britain who is handling t he situation I think t he impulse 

to violence will be contained. What is indicated though is that 

after Kenya's independence, when Britain has withdrawn from the 

picture, we m_ay have a situation on the Kenya Somalia border t hat 
I 

could be similar to the _In~ia,£-Pakistan border d.ispute. So I ,think 
I 

' we are now witnessing the beginnings of what could become a serious 

border problem in tomorrow's Africa. This is definitely a potential 

trouble spot. -.. 

I 

\ 

The other trouble spot, and the one which could be more explosive 

in the short run, is Southern Rhodesia. Earlier this year a number 

of events occurred to make for the explosive atmosphere. First, a 
. conservative \ 

new all-white/gQvernme~t took over power and immediately set about 

tighteming 1controls over the huge black majority (The re are nearly 
I 

four , million blacks -to under ·a quarter of a million whites). The 

' African nationalist leader, Joshua Nkomo was clamped in jail and 

I ' 

the government announced some of t he 'most fantastic penalities (long 

stretches in jail, floggings and even death) for agitating or acting 

to change the government. Ne!iti Nyasaland sec-eded from t he Central 

African Federation and Northern Rhodes i a (where :tkB~J:XDl a black 
dominates t he' As s embly 

maj~ority/xxxu~2ax%mXXi:xx~mx2~) also said it wanted to, get out of 

t he Federation. So the- whites of Sout hern Rhodesia decid ed to 
' 

tighten t h eir grip. But without help from Britain t hey have neither 

the numbers nor the physical strength of the South Af r ican whites. 

So it looks very much as t hough we are in for some ugly racial 

trouble in Southern Rhodesia, which is not yet comp l etely indep endert. 
Good.ni ghto 
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No 684 l) Nat1onal Water Authority 

~;iSitEii~e~~ro~n ~®;iii~el~j,~;4~18,a~t:.i:ci OJ\:tili!§___. 

NEtlS COMl\'IENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Mar 14 at 6.l5p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

, 

Good evening: We have had some very dramatic headlines in 

the news this week.· Jamaica will soon have its own international 

Airline; the International Momentary Fµnd will ·arrange for J amaica , 

to have three and a half million pounds worth of standby credit; 

the J amaica government is today floating a one-and-a-half million 
- \ 

pound loan on the London money market. These, and a number of others . ;µ . 
have been the headlines of the week. ,this ev,ening I want to deal 

tx-.: ~ 
with .:tti»Fe topic# which did not make the main headlines but which 

• I ,_ ,~ 
~ very important for all that. Indeed, I should say that the 

passing of the. r ational Water Authority Law is possibly the most 

important act of the week as far as the vast majority of Jamaicans 

are concerned. 
J : 

, If you agree with me t hat before we can have progress we must 

have progressive t hought, then' you and I are saying that all social 

change, all change of any kind, begin~with t hinking. If we think 

something is wron'g we are likely to do something about it. If we 
I 

think something is right and · good then we are likely to want to 

defend it agaip.st. those who want to aestroy it or take it away. But 

if we~;:tti...W~on t he particular subj ect t hen we c~uld not 0,are 
I\ 

less what happens. If we do not .t hink about Civil Liberties then it 

,do es not r eally matter whether we have civil liberti es or not: you 

cannot lose something that you do not value and do not care about. 

But you know, thinking of this kind prepupposes certain basic 

conditions. For a man to think in t his sort of civilised way it 

is necessary for him t_o live . in a civilised waye For a mother to 

hav e time to t hink a bout t h e growing and evolving of t he minds of 
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her children , and to hel p in t he process, s he must b e more than 

j ust a breeder of children 'and a beast of burdeno phe must have t he 

leisure without which t here is .no time f or t hought and r eflection, 

and she must have acc ess to t hos e t h ing s which make s for civili sed 

living. And ,-.a :ia!ll&W t wo of t he 1 key amenitie s of civil ised living 

are running water and electric light. Tho se of us who have t he se 

two amenities at our fing ertip s tend to t ake t hem for gr anted: you 

turn ,on t he tap , you t urn ,off t he tap . You touch a switch and you 

have light and music and ent ertainment and news and inf ormation. We 
I 

know all t his because we have it and we don't t hink very much about 

But you know, a huge s ection of t he J amaican community, 

more t han half, do not have t hese t hings. 1 The wo men have to walk mi 

to a standpipe and t hen carry wa\er like b easts of burden did in 

~ncient times. These people live in dar kness and. in ignoranc e and 

so theY: do not have a chanc e to make ,the ·contribution t hey couid 

and' s hould to t he ,creative and P.rogr es.s ive evolutiop of t heir socie-cy: 

' I _t hink t hat to brlng t hes e peopl e into t he main stream of modern 

Jamaican life and t hought so t hat t hey can make t hei~ c~ntribution 
f A 

to it, i s by' fa~ t he - most i mportant challenge facing J amaica today . 

, And a s far as I am cohc erned t he beginning of t h i s i s t o g ive t hem 
f 

running water and to givert t hem light. And so, as --far as tomorrow' s 
' . / 

J amaica i s conc erned, I wqul d say t hat . t he setting up of t he Nat i ona 
Wat ershed .Prot ection 

Wa ter Authority, l ike t he setting up of t he 2miixgmwx~EX11ttmx 

AuthorityS~\~~n\:r~~~n ~~~; 'turns of ~uch 
~ 

more dr amati c n ews . Thi s i s good news t ha t is in ;l eague with the 
\ 

futur e - i f i t is carr ied out succ essfully . Goo dnight. 
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No 685 Income Tax Amendment 

NEWS COJ.\,1M:EI' TARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Mar ~l5 at 6.16p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

T 
1 

Goodevening : The Income Tax Amerndmmnt Act which was also 

seen through all its stages in th~s week's sitting of the House of ~ 

Representatives deals partly with the very controversial matter 
.I 

of tax ememptions on gifts to certain charities. I am sure most of 

you ar~ fami liar with the controversial aspect of thi~ Act. The 
' I , 

government has decided that for next three years all gifts to t he 

' Jamaica Cancer So ciety and t he Polio Rehabilitation Centre, as well 

as to the . College_ ofi A.rts, Science and Technology will b e· deductible 

from income tax. When I discussed this propo13al way ba ck on Februazy 
I 

the 9th, I told you how very mixed 'my own feelings were. I welcollll'd 
,/ ' - . 

the id~a but I felt t hat it penalised the other charitable bodies. 

I still feel the same. It is a good· thing but there is the very 

real danger t hat it will channel all giits to cha~ttjJ in the 

direction ·of cancer and po~io. And let us face it, these txm are t h e 

two ·most 'glamorous' charities, charged with dr~ma ahd the klnd 1 of 

' heart-rending -appeal that you do find in either neglected or abandone 
I 

babies and little ch ildren. Anyway, the die has now been cast and 

t hese two very worthy charitie s ( which also happen to be the 
... • 

wealthiest oft~ charitable efforts) look· like cornering all the 

gifts t here will be· over t he next three years. This seems to confirm, 

at another level, t h e proposition that: ' To those who have, more wiJl 

be given: fro m t hose who have not, more will be taken'. I sincerely 

hope that ·the J amaica Council of Voluntary Social Services will not 
~ 

throw in its hand. The other charities are going to rieed t heir hard 

work more t han ever now t ha t the dice have been loaded against them 0 
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But here is a new point. Yesterday morning a very indignant 

listener phoned me and told me that he was going to ask, and ask 

very loudly, why he cannot get tax exemption on gifts to his church. 

The way _he saw it his church, the guardian and shaper of his apirituiJJ 

and m~ral ~alues, as well as the shaper of . the values of the entire 

society, had a greater claim on his charity ~than any other force 

in the society. I think t his is likely to be a strong new front 

from which this decision of the governmeni is likely to come under 

fire. My own view s till is that tge most equitable way out is to 

set up a Community Chest. Perhaps we will get around to this in time. 

One of t he dangers of -t his sort of highly charged and emotional . 
, debate is that it can lead to our not seeing the picture in the 

round • .And t his is in fact what ha s happened about this income tax 

amendment act. Because most of us have been so preoccupied with 
I 

the charities as pect of it, we hav e tended to overlook what is,in 

termsof social and economic r eality, by far the most important 
I 

aspect of it. 
I\_ I 

Apart from its charity aspect, this amendment to our rtax law 
' 

separates the incomes of husbands and wives for tax purposes in all 

cases where the joint earne~ income is not more than fift een hundred " to 
pounds. All you have to do is/remember xx that somewhere in the 

I . • 

reg ion of ninety percent of all wage-earn),n~ .families· do rio,t hav ~ an 

income of over fifteen hundred pounds a year and you will r ealise 

what a wide section of the Jamaican commuhity will benefit from 

this law. So, ~et us remember t h is aspect too. It too i s part of 

this highly controversial Income Tax Amendment Act. Goodnight. 
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No 686 A Market Garden in The Hills 

'-

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Mar 16 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

' ' 

Good evening: This morning my wife and I drove to a point 

up in the hills of St. Andrew. It was somelome:e between Rock Hall, 

Padmore and our own village of Red Hills, in what we call the Mount 

Atlas area, about three thousand feet above sea level. Behind 'us 

another couple followed. \ 

We were on oub way to get our own green vegetables for the 

week and we were introducing ou~ neighbours to the place. We had 
\ . . 

first visited the plac~ ~he Saturday before. T,hen, we had bought 

cabbages, lettuce, celery, radishes, beetroot. All t ~is had been 

picked fresh from the t,5round while we waited, -had been washed there, 
I 

and had been,. put into a celophane bago There had been enough for my 
- frelah 

family of five to have/green :au:ta:mi:• vegetables every day of the 

week. And the total bill for this was five shillings. Of course, . 

' the cauliflower and the onions and the tomato e s were not ready yet 

so I rather . suspect that wheh we can get e~erything we need in 

green vegetables our weekly .bill might go up to ten shillings. 

I hope t hat by now you have seen the point of my telling you . 
about this little p iece of family housekeeping. For tlie first time 

since we have been in Jamaica - and we are erttering our eighth year 
on our table were grown 

now - all the green vegetables xmxxdxax:axx:tklfX~a:x:txx-■k right here 

in J amaica: and much more importanu for us as a family, the money 
green 

we spent on our/vege t ables last week was a quarter of what we 

normally speni at the supermarket where we used to buy imported 

celery and lettuce and cabbage and the like. And generally speaking, 

the imported stuff we had bought had not been a fraction as crisp 
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and as tasty. So we had locally grovm green vegetables which cost , 
us about a quarter of what we normally paid and which tasted very 

good indeed. This is as far as ·my family is concerned. As far as 

Jamaica is concerned for the first time last week we made a postive 
' contribution to the balance of payments position by not havirig a 

single item of green vegetaoles on our table. But we could only do 

this because we had discovered this market garden up in our hills. 

We could only do this _because an enterprising Englishman who 

had come here on another job had, in his spare time, built up,with 
I 

his own effort and his own money, the most successful market garden 

I have yet seen in J amaica. 

I believe that most of the key people at the Ministry of 

Agriculture know of this man's effort;: I believe some of them have 

~ been up to see what he has done. I sincerely hope ihey will not 
-

miss the -moral of what he has achieved. And please note that he 

has · done this on a seven-acre plot of land. 

As far as I am concerned this Englishman has demonstrated the 

feasibility of a successful market gardening operation in J amaica 

on as little as five acre plots of rea sonably well cared for land. 
-

But to succeed, our farmers must know what they are about, they must 
and plent i ful 

be prepared for hard work, and t hey must have a good/water supply. 

Given these, there is absolutely no r eason why we should go on 

import.}ng vegetables. The stuff can be growrl right here. But I'm 

afraid the very enterprising Englishman i~ having di,fficulty market• 

it. I suggest t hat t he Ministry gives him a hand. If he goes out of 

business because h e cannot market what he grows it would be t h e final 

and total condemnat.ion of t he approa ch to agriculture in Jamaica. 

Goodni ght, 
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No 687 Freedom From Hunger Week 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For t r ansmission on 
Monday Mar if at 6 .15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Last week, as a prelude to this week, which is 

'Freedom From Hunger' Week, a group of world {amous intellectuals 

issued an appeal from Rome. They called on t he na tions of the world 

to concern themselves with f eeding t he mi lli ons of hungr·y peop l e· i n 

the world rather than with building up arms. They did not say this 

specifically but t he fact is that if t he United States and Russia 

would each give the ~mount of money they sp end on one/ yearlt la 
I 

armaments and rockets and space vehi cles i t would ensure that 

s everal million people who are now living on t h e ver g e of starvation 

a r e well-fed, well-clothed and well housed. 
' J amaica and the 

But what can %DXm~ilKX~J people of J amaica do? We obvious ly . 
\ 

cannot contribute va·s t sums of money to the campaign. Ne ither t he 

government nor t h e peopl e have t he money. Indeed, we hav e our own 

freedom fro m hunger p roblem right her e in J amaiira. So, what can we 

do about Freedom From Hunger Week? 

Firat;t I t hink we can try to get a clear picture of t he aize of 

t he problem of world hunger and wher e we fit into it. Our approach 

to t h i s sort of problem i s often mos t unrealistic- because we do not , 
I 

s ee t he prob;em in perspective . So understanding becomes important 

i n terms of our own s e lf-i nt er est. Ther e ar e n early t hr ee th·ousand 

-million people in the world, but of thi s lot no more than four hundm 
' "' . . million people have enough to ea t a nd hav e all t he amenttie s of 

civili s ed living , and can expe ct to live until t hey a r e bet ween 
I 

s i xty and seventy years old. The r est, t he o ther .to-thous and s ix-
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hundred million odd souls do not have enough to eat; they live in the 
conditions; 

most primitive Jmli.xmu:txtxix2m often with no sanitation, bad water 

and no: light. These people, more than three-qaurters of the earth's 
\ 

I 

popul~tion, are lucky if they live to the age of -forty or beyond • 
.. 

This then is the greatest and most important division ofthe modaMJ. 

world. My own vi r w is that it is much more im~·ortant and much more 

crucial than the divisions of the cold war: this is the division .. 
between the hungry ones of the world and the well-fed ones of the wcifi 

I think that once we get this particular world picture into presepctiVi 
I 

we can see immediately where Jamaica fits in. Here in Jamaica there 
for them to live 

are people whose standard of living is high enough ~x~••~XECXHX2Z% 
to the ripe old 
·x•ilx•xim~ age of sixty and over. This is something we know. kn 

we also know that as _time goes on more people live longer. But the 

majority of the populationstill do not make sixtyo . On the other hand 

the average life expectation of Jamaicans is higher than that of most. 

Asians, Africans and Latin Americans. This means that on this matter 

of the hungry and the well-fed ones, Jamaica is somewhere inbetween. 

As far as the starving Africans, Asians and Latins are concerned, , 

J amaiaans are on the whole doing quite well. But where the we].1-fed 

ones are concerned our standards, especially in the rural areas ·are 
I 

not so goodo The cream of the Jamaican society, those. Mr. Seaga 

described as the 'Haves', live at a standard that is \'iUite comparable 

with that of the world's well-fed minority. The rest, those that Mr. 

Seaga described as the 'have-nots' live at a level that is a little 
/ 

' higher than the rest of the world's LHave-nots'. The fact is that we 

do not have outright starvation in Jamaica. But that does not mean 

that we do not have our share of the problems of hunger. I'll ·try to 

detail some of these tomorrow, so, till then, Goodnight, 
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No 688 Freedom From Hunger Week (2). 

NEWS COMMEl.~TARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Mar 19 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

I 

'1 

Good evening~ We are still on Freedom From Hunger Week : Last 
I 

night I tried , to find Jamaica's position in the divided world of 
I 

the well-fed and the hungry nations. I gave you my view that althou 

, J · maica does have problems of hunger and poverty she does not have 

the problem of outright starvation that exists in a. number of Asian 
\ 

and Latin American count~ies. Perhaps I ought to add that while 

the problem of hunger is more acute in parts of Africa than it is in 

Jamaica, outright starvation 1s also very unusual in Africa. The 
~ 

picture of J!IEIII persons dropping dead from starvation 1s essentia~ly 

an Asian picture. 

So I think we can say with a fair amount of justification that 

in terms of freedom from hunger Jamaica is among the better-off 

among the poorer nations of ~he world. From this you can guess what 

it must be like to be one of thw worse off among these nations. But 

as I said last night, we do have our own problems of hunger. Some of 
• 

these problems, the really basic ones, we can only solve by making 

t he Jamaican earth produce more food, by making ourselves as e~ficiEit 
. / ' 

' as we can, by setting up more industr.ies' - in short, by increasing 
. ' 

I \ 

Jamaican production in_ every field. To carry out this basic product:kn • 

drive we are going to need help, both from -the United Nations and 

from such friendly cpun~ries as t~e United States, Canada and the 

United Kingdom. But they will help us only to the extent , that we shC1'1 

we want to heip ourselves. So the first and major target in coping 

with our own freedo m fro m hunger problem is an all round increase 

, in production and in eff iciency. 
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The second target is to share what there 1s more evenly within 
I 

the society. Many of us want progress but we do not want_to pay for 

it in the form of smaller profits and dividends and higher taxes. 

The price of progress must be paid, and the sooner we learn that the 

better. 
effort towards 

The third target in our znxl!:!tlllxt:iam •ml freedom from hunger 

should be education; and it is here, I t hink, that the local Y.W.C.A. 

can mount a really important campaign. There is much bad feeding 
I . 

in Jamaica, many Jamaicans suffer from 1 deficiencies, not because _of 

any food shortage but because they gave developed bad feeding habits, 

ob else are plainly wasteful of good food. There is an army of yourg 

men and women who lose· all their teeth before they are twenty-five. 
' In part t h is is because of our 1dental health problems, but in the main 

• 
there is a diet deficiency. Bones are soft and brittle because of 

a calcium deficiency; eyesight is weak or poor because parents go 

not give their children nourishing green vegetables. A dozen eggs . ' 
are sold and tne money is used to buy white bread and salt fish and 

•ti 
/instead of havins a fresh egg or two t he child: i s given bread and 

• saltfisho The better and more nourishing food is exchange for the l ess 

sustaingngo And then the outside crusts of the white loaf are careftiil.y 

cut off and thrown away. In this way, and out ~rB ignorance rather · 
of mal-

than poverty, a gr eat deal/nutrition i s about us all the time. We 

make a great mistake if we regard freedom from hunger as simply hav~ 
' a full belly. Your belly can full of starchy stuff and your body can 

· de sperately 
b e/starved of minera ls and vitamins. So I hope that during this . weak 

I 

and in the weeks and months to come, our freedo m fro m hunger campaign 

will help our peop l e to make t he best 

des per a t e ly to l earn not to waste our 

us e of what t h ey_ have. W~need . ~,~r 
food and s t arve. Goodnig • A. . 
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No 689 1 ) J . E.T~A. Broadcasts & Allen on Byfi el d 
2 ) B. G. Remains U.W.I. 

NEWS ~ OMMENTARY ( 
For tran smi s s i o'n on 
Wednesday Mar 20 a t 6 .15p om 
Pet e r Abrahams s peaking 

Good .evening : I am very happy to see t hat J. E.T. A., t he 

co-:-ordinting body of t eacher s ' organi sations :q.as succ es s fully t aken 

t he current educationa l debat e out of t he narrow confines of t he 

Byfi e l d affair wi t h i ts poli tical overtones ~nd undertones. I t hink 

t hat now, at l as t , we ar e- having t he r eally i mportant deba t e on t he 

f uture of educa tion in t his country and what it mean s in t er ms of 

t he shaptnsf of t he socie t y . And because t his shift has b een made 
' 

away f r om t he Byfiel d affair we can now see- t he point of principl e 

on whi ch J. E. T.A. s t ands. And tnat point, s t a t ed very bald~y, i s 

that education must be t"aken out of t he polit i ca l f i e l d . I f any of jtll 

I 
have not heard t hese bro adcas t s I would urge you most s trongl y to 

look out for t he next on e . I ndeed , I would suggest to J. E.T. A. that 

t hey make copi es of t he script s availab l e to peopl e who mi ssed t he 

broad ca sts . 

I n c identally, I t hink t hat i f any practical examp l e wer e n eeded 
, I 

of how i mportant i t i s to g et education out of pol itics, j_t was giv en 

on , Tuesday of l as t week . In t he House of Repr esent atives l as t Tues-dcy 

t he Minis t er of Education made a s t a t emen t to t he .eff ect that Mr . 

Byfi e l d was h ot qualified to be a head teacher because he had fa iled 

t he t h i rd year t eacher t r aining exami nation in 1935 , t went y~ei ght 

year s ~go. I' m afneid t h i s s t atement of t he Mi nister 1 s depressed 

t erribly . I t was debat i ng at a , l eve l . t hat J ama i ca can do ver y well 
°\ 

wi t hout. Wha t ev er e l se one mi ght say about Mr . Byf iel d the 'r ecord 

-is t hat he ,ha-s been a first -rate teacher and a f irs t-ra t e h eadmaster. 
/ 

I nave r ef used t o take sides on t his Tr en ch Town mat ter because , 'as I 
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told you as far b ack -as Febr uary t he twenty-fifth, no matter who was 

right or who was wrong, it seemed to me t hat this controversy with 
,, 

its heavy political overtones and undertones was not in the best 

interests of education in J amaica. The Min:ister's statement last 

Tuesday has underscored t his view sadly. It 1s for this reason that 

I am so very glad that J .ET-.A. has llll~Dli finally got the debate 

into the right direction. What I t hink w~ do want to ensure for 

the future is that no teachers' record is ever again assailed in 

this way for political reasons by any politician of any party. And 
' 

tha~, I repeat, means t~king politics out of education and education 

out of politics. 

The other depressing aspect about this business is the type of . 
example it sets for the rest of us. I t hink we want to avoid at a11 

costs any ide_a that t he destroying of reputations, rightly or 
an argument. 

wrongly, is a valid way of congucting 3JD!X~ZQ&g&Jlli& 

• 
Still on education, but at a higher level and of a very much 

happier nature was the news :.tu:k that British Guiana will not, after 

all, withdl'aw from the University of the West Indies. The immediate 
,, I 

· credit for this must go to doctor Eric Williams of Trinidad. At the 

:recent meeting of the ·university Council Dr. Williams was charged 

with this mission which he has now carried out successfullyo And so 
I 

the disintegrating tendency has been halted and at the University at . , 

least t he concept of West Indian unity has prevailed. Of course it is 

not any notidns about West Indian unity that has led to Dr. Jagan's 

new decision. B.G. is in both political and economic trouble and it 
/ 

it is in her own int~rest not to cut off all contact with the other 
English-speaking 

/territories in t he region. But whatever t he r eason, t he fact is 
T 

that she is staying on as a partner at the Univ ersity and that is a 

very good thing •••••• Goodnight. 
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No 690 Af t e r Costa Rica 

\ 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmi ssion on 
Thursday Mar 21 a t 6 .15p . m 
Pe t er Abrahams speaki•ng 

Good evening : I t hink t hat any obj e.ctive obseryer will agr ee 

t he r esident Kennedy' s Cos t a Ricari vi s it was ·an unqual if i e d per s onal 

triumph. It i s a ve r y long time indeed s inc e any- American l eader 

has been r ece ived with suc h ereat war mt h . And i f we contras ti 

Mr . Kennedy' s r eception wit h t hat accorded to Mr . RichRr d Nixon 
dur ing the Eisenhower admi n i s tration 

when ne was Vi ce Pr es i dentj t he i mpli ed change in atti t ude to t he 

Uni t ea St a t es i's very s triking . So l et u s a sk ourselves : what is 
\ 

t hi s change in atti tude ? How has i t come about? And what does it 

i mpl y for t he future? 
\._ 

Now, t he s ix Centra l American Republic s which wer e r epr esent ed 

at t he San Jo se meetings ar e only a t iny fra..ction of all of Latin 
f 

America , both in t er ms of l and spac e and of populationo Thi s i s one 

limiting fa ctor t hat we should bear in mind in any over all as s essment 
I 

of t he poss ible i mpa ct of t he ' Declar a tion of San Jose '. Another 
/ . -<v 

i mportant limiting factor i s t hat Mexico, ~m••~m certainly mos t 
A 

i mportant and t he mos t influential of t he Central American r epublic s, 

was not a t t he confer enc e . ,These two factors could serious ly limit 

t he i nfluenc e of t he confer ence i f any d i f ficulty wer e to ari se . For 

exampl e , I t h ink t hat t he ' Declar a tion of San Jo se ' notw i ths t anding, 
di rect • 

any/ military a ct i on agaims t Cuba would still be mos t unpopular with 

t he vas t ma jority of La tin Americans . I am not saying that t h i s i s 

what e ither t he s ix or t he United St a t es want s . I ndeed , ¥.!I' . Kennedy , 
C 

I 

has made it abundantly clear t hat t his i s pr ec isel y what he do es not 

want •. And in t hi s I t hink Mr . Kennedy i s much more on top of t he 

2ituation t han h i s critic &1 i ns i de Congr ess and t he Senat e , t han Time 

Magaz i n e ,whi ch ~eems eager f or a l i ttle banging exci t ement, and t he 
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rest of the Americans people, most of whom seem sold on the idea of 

'let us invade and get it over with'. 

If my assessment of his attmtude is coreect then Mr. Kennedy 

has no objection to Castro's Cuba being, around for a while longer • 
• 

He has decribed it as 'the living example of communism's failure'; 

' and he might not be averse to all of LB.tin America taking a long 

look at this example of communism failure as it runs into economic 

chaos in Cubao And with the U.S. economic blockade that is bounG to 

happen. Al ready the Cuban picture is not a very enticing one: there 

is a shortage of food, o~ clothing and o~ all other kinds of consum~ 
. 

goods: rationing, falling production, f ear, uncertainty - these are 

the dominant features of Cuba today. This is the news that we and am 
' And since Cuba and communism 

of Latin America hear and r ead about. xmixim±•xi:•x](J]IIIJIXllllEU 

are now synonymous, Cuba's coming failure (in which the U.S. w1i1 

assist) w~ll be communism's )failure. I think it• is only in this 

light that Mr. Kennetly's call to Cuban exiles to stop their raids - '. makes sense. This is being as coldly valuulating about the communia 

as they generally are in their dealings with the capitalist world • 

.And to offset this example of communist failure, Mr. Kennedy 

proposes to make the c'entral American Republics examples of . capitalist 

success for all of Latin America to see . .And so, in the weeks and 
/ 

months ahead we can look forward to great economic and develppmental 

activities in the six Central American Republics. The 'Declaratlon 

of San Jose' forecastes this, and it also forecasts \the direction:· 

the effort will be to bridge the gape between the 'haves' and 'Have-mt · 

In this I think Mr . ~Kennedy is on the right tack: the only way to 

&top communism is to stop . exploitation, homelessness and hunger • .And 

t hese are the aims of the 'Peclaration of San Jose'. Goodnight~ 
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Annual Report of Bank of Ja: No 691 
Problems of I mported Food, Production costs, 

NEWS COMiiIBNTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Mar 22 at 6 .15p.m 

1 • Peter Abrahams speaking 

and Union r esponsibility , 

\ 

Good evening: If you want to get some pointers to the state of 

the Ja maican economy at present then you can do no better than r ead 

the annual Report of the Bank of J amaica to t ·he , 31st December 1962. 
l • 

In it you will find a r easo~ably clear picture of the state of the ,. 

nation's financ es and the hopeful signs as well as the daµger signs. 

What I hope the officials of the bank will do for J amaica as soon as 

possible is to explaint why it is that the ~conomy seemed so active 

two to three years back when we did a considerable amount of deficit 

budge~ing, and why it seems to sluggish now tha~ we are bent on 

balancing our books. There are people who fe e l strongly that in 
. 

spite of our adverse trade figures J amaica's trading position is ve r.y · 

s trong and that this is a time fo~ bold deve_lopmental budgeting that 

would create more jobs and .put more money into genera l circulation. 

They f e el tha t this_ present holding back is not in Jamaica's long-tenn 

inter est. One exampl e of this state of mind was t he concern expressed 
I 

r e cently by the J a maica Manufacturers As sociation about the reported 

volume of lazy money tucked away in savings. I t h ink an exposition 
. 

on t h i s topic from the Bank of J a·maic a would b e a most useful servi~ 

Bµt l et us deal with some ··of t he h i gh points \ ,f the Bank~s repcit. 

For me t he t hree most important po+nts raised by the ·r eport deal wi1h 

t he importing of ! food, our rising ppdduction costs and the ment i on 

about t he raw 1 mat erials of agricultur e . Another comment was on t he , 

decline in t he building industry, and i t gives me absolutely no pl e c1Ure 
t of t he All en 

to be prov ed risht when I said, at t he time~xtntxKBXX~ Award, t hat 

wer e in danger of pr~cing our buildi ng industry out of business. . . 
Well, t he Bank' s r eport wa~ tha t pro duction co s t s have risen 
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to dangerous 'l eve l s i n come cases. I should like to draw everybody's 

attention to t h is warning. I think_ it is going to become very 

meaningful to us in the months and years that li e ahead, ~.nd until 

we have worked a clear and intelligent attitude towards this business 

of production costs, we will continue to run the risk of pricing 

ourselves out of business. The bank's r eport ment'ions the responsibDi 

of trade unions to see that t h i s does not happen . This need to be 

mentioned; but I t hink . the r esponsibility of employers needs to be 

-mentioned as well. The job of increasing production by increas ing 

efficiency and cutting down wastef is a joint- management-labour 

exercise; and one of the things we mus t .try to get away from 1s to 

e ither blame only masagement for all faults or fail~res or to blame 

only labour: it ie gener a lly six of one and half adozen of the other,_ 

and the _sooner we accept it, tl;le, better. Where I do think the unions 

' have an especial responsibility is to ensure that thetr members live 
, undertakings . 1 

up to t heir contractual ~•s~sfixi:1:t~~- There is no sense in 

negotiating an agreement and then going out and breaking it with a 
I 

w~ldcat strike. You may get away with t his sort of thing b ecause the 

employer has no choice. But don't fool yourself: this sort of thing 

gets around to other would-be investors. And many of these people wm 
decide whether to invest t he ir money in J amaica or not on the simple 

• 
question of whether we have a responsiblif iabour movement which li~ 

up to its obligations or not. This has nothing to do with sheap or 

servile labour: it is a question of a responsible, self-respecting II 

labour movement. Finally, the report shows that we spent mor~ mone~ 

on th~~nA of 

deserve t he tro"ui le 
f\ I 

food than ever before. If we don't s top thi ~ w~ 

t hat 'will be in store for us. Goodnight. 

• 
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No 6 92 Touri sm and t he Jamai can I mage 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmi ss ion on 
Sat urday Mar 23 a t 6.15P.m 
Pet er Abrahams speaking 

Good ev ening : At t he end of t h i s month t he J a maica Touri s t 
·, 

Board, as we now know it, will come to an end. In its p l a ce t her e 
t 

will be a new, s maller 'fourist Board of fiv e memb ers. At t ,he hea:d 
a 

of t his smaller Boar d t her e will b e/full-time of ficia l with t he t i tle 
I 

of Dire ctor of Tour ism, who will be i n char ge of t he day-to-day 

runnihg of t h.e Boar d o All t his was announc ed by Mr. Robert Lightbou:rre 
\ a t what turned out to . be t he l as t meeting of t he old Boar d on 

Thursday of t his weeko • To . t h e Minis t er 1 s announcement I can add 

one or t wo b i t s of cla r i fic ation t hat I have ferreted out for myse lf. 

Fi r s t, my under s t anding i? t hat t he n ew f ive- man Boar d will be ma de 
member s of 

·up of t he senior/s t aff worki ng for t he n ew Touri s t Board. In other 

wordQ t he new Board will cons i s t of t he pai d servant s of t he s t a tutor 

body known as t he J amaica Touris t Boar d . This in t urn mean s t hat 

all t hose specia l i nt ·er ests which sat on t he old Touris t Boar d that 

ended its life on Thur sday, will not be pr esent ed . You will r ememb er 
I 

t hat t he old Touri s t Boar d member shi p was in fact made up mai n ly of. 

· the se s pecia l i nter es t s : · you had t he hote l i nt er es t s , the gues t houi:e 
\ 

i nt er est, the r et ail and In-Bond trade in t he f orm of Chamber of 
I 

~ommerc e r e preanntati~n, as well as the transpor t and trav el agency 

inter ests . 'When t he new Boar d of pa i d senio r officials t ake ove r 

a ll t hes e special int er e s t s will lo s e their r epr esent a tion on t he 

Boar d . 

But it woul d be disastrous - i f not tragic - i f J ama ica ' s 

touri s t industry wer e t o lose , a t one fe l l swoop, t he skills and 
. 

experi enc e r epres ent ed by these sp ec i a l i nterests .· The nis t er is 
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1 acutely aware of this·; as his statement :tm:x:tk• at Thursday I s meet+ng, 

of the old Board showed~ And so he has announced that there will -pe 

an Advisory Committee on which the Director of 

guidance. Mr. Lightbourne made it plain that 

Tourism can call :f6r 
members of . 

he hoped :killz:dn~~ · :-
, . t -, 

th~ old Board 
j'11J111Dti't•• would serve if asked. So the skills and experienc~ -: 

of these special interests need not be lost to the tourist industry' '.;:; 

unlesa those special -interests withold them from the new Board: an.d ­

this, patently, will not suit themo The key new point is that 

policy on tourism, at least at that level where government spending. 

is involved, will no longer be decided by a Board made up of the 

representatives of special interest& in the tourist t_rade. Instead, · 
' in theory at least for the present, the new Board will shape tourist 

policies in terms of the national interest. 

There has been a long debate on whether there is or has been 

any conflict~~ nationai interest as against special interests as 
I a 

1 far as the tourist industry ' is_con~erned. I think it would .be/waste 

of time to go over that debate here. / I think the record shows that 

the tourist industry under ~.ro Abe Issa has grown strikingly. The 

Minister has himself paid ~ribute to Mr, !sea's hard work and dedical1o 

But equally, it would be s,illy to pretend that ever'ything in the, 
' ✓ 

garden is lovely. But much more important is the fact that this 

change in the structure of the Tourist Board is part of a trend. . I . . 

Special interests were removed when Legco became the Senate; they ..._ 

were removed from the Trade Board, and now the Tourist Board. This 
part of 

is/a trend. And in the end this trend is bound to reflect a truer 
for 

Jamaic~ image than of old. And ix the tourist industry and for the 

attitudes of Jamaicans to it this might well prove the best thing in . 

the long run. Time will tell. Goodnight. 
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No 693 . 

,"'NEt!S OOMlvlENTARY 
For transmiss ion on 
Monday Mar 25 a t 6 .15p .m 
Pet er Abrahams speaking 

The Kingston Mayora l I s sue 

Good evening : The Execut i ve of t he Peopl e ' s Nat i onal Party 

meet s in about two and a half hour s ' time to settle t he ques tion 

of whet her ' Mro Frank Spaulding wi ll remain Mayor -of Ki ngs ton for a 

fourth t er m., or not. At t he moment i t looks very much - as t hough 

Mr. Spaulding will win out. He has built up a very s trong poli t ica l 

mach i ne f or h imself i n Corporation politics and t hi s now looks 

like paying of f. In t he main t he issue t hat t he -Executive will 

have to seetle thi s evening i s whet her the f irs t or t he second of 

t he t wo ballots of t he P .N.P . Counc i llors should be ' r ecognised as 

t he official one . I f t he f irs t ba l l ot i s r ecogni sed t hen, short of 

hair-splitting , Mr . Spaul ding can be sai d to have his tk~-thirds 

maj ori t y . If the second ballot i s r ~cognised , t hen some n ew fomula 

ma.y have to be worked out. But I t hink a.11 t hi s is by now f amilia r 

s tuf f t o you. It has been wr i tten and t a l ked about as s ome ,crucial 
-

matter for both t he P .N.P . and t he Ki ngston and St. Andr e~ Corporatio 

1 Councilo 

But l et me confeaa f rankl y t hat I, myself, am not very 1mpr esse 
\ 

wi t h t he power poi itica l ~spect of t hia aff ai r. Indeed , I t hink t he 

P?Wer-poli tic al j ockeying , and t he buil ding up of per s onal power 

machines , and t he nas ty in-fighting , hav e a ll contr._ibut ed to s ome­

t hing very mu ch more serious , ver y much more dangerous amd v ery 

much more de~tructive of t he democra tic process i n J amaicaio And ' 

i t i s on t his aspect t hat I should l ike t he countr y to do a l i ttle 

think ing . Let me sketch 9ut , t he essence of t hi s aspect. 

Loca l government is gover nment at gr ass-roots l evel. In ai 
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democra cy the peop~• participa t e mo s t directly in the running of 
I 

their a ffa irs a t t he loc a l gov ernment l ev el. It i s a t thi s l evel 

tha t government of _the p eop l e , for the p eople , by t he people b ecomes 

more than an ab s traction. Ahd it i •a a s triking f act of history that 

-wher e local government i s s trong and healthy and r espected, the 

inter e st&a of the p eople ar e further ed,_ and th e ir liberti elil are 

protect ed. For ins t an, ce, one of t he r easons why Brit~in's t eachers 
~ 

a r e not f acing t he kind of problem J .• T.Ao is now coping .with, is 

be cause ~cal Government, gov~rnment a t t he gr ass -roots l evel, has 

a v ery important say in lo cal education and it will not a llow any of 

t he natiopal parti es to make a party politica l footb all out of 

·~du cation • . And so 1 t i s in ~any other v ery i mportant -sph er es of 

public affairs . 

Unfortunat ely ; what ha~ happened in J amaica in r ec ent year s 

has been a very noticable decline in both t he authority of Loca l 

Government and public r egar d for ito Increasingly, power s tha t 

should rightly b e exerGi sed by our itoihail authorities , ar e be ing 
I 

t aken over by t he c e11tra l gover nment. And so t he direct conta ct 
) 

be tween t he voter and h i s government a t gr ~ss-root s l ev el _i s g etting 

weaker and weaker. And t hi s , I t hink , is a weakening of democracy 
t hat 

i t s elf. It i s a. breaking of /tbni necessary · conta ct between t he ruler 

and t he ruled which i s t he touchs tone of democra cy. And as f ar as I 
, 

am conc erned t he r es toring to loca l government of t pe, dignity and 

contact it ha s lo s t with t he peopl e i s infinitely more i mportant , 

t han t he present power manipul a tions of local Councillors . ; o r egain 
a dmit, anQ overcome t he 

tha.t r espect loc al Councillors will have t o amxxl!J!;JXmlll:DXE:E:t:t1ucx:tmm 
t he f act t hat XD;-A: 
i~Ux~xRaxx~iRS t he ir f ailure to truly serve i s to blame for :tu 
t h i s unhappy s t a t e of affai r s . Goo dni ght. 

,. 
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No 694 Problems of U. S . Fore~_gn Aid. 

NEWS COMMENT.ARY 
For t ransmiss ion on 
Tuesday Mar 26 a t 6 .15p .m 
Pet er Abr ahams speaki ng 

Goo d evening : A:,{ United St a t es Pr es i dent ial Committee headed 

by t he f ormer U.S. military Comm~nder i n Berlin, Gener a l Luciu:a 

Clay has r ecommended dras t ~c cut fil i n Unit ed St a t e fil economic and 

m) lit ar y aid to otger countries . I t hink t hat t h i i;; r ecommendation, 

coming as i t doesj in the wake of ,t he ' Declar ation of San Jo ge ' 

dr amat ises as clearly as anyth ing can, some of t he di f ficulti es 

Mr Kennedy fa ces in getting his for e i gn policy r eally going . 

The giving of econ~mic a:lld t echni cal and militar y a i d has b e come 

an integr a l part of Un i t ed St a t es for e i gn policy: it ,.ha.i a l so become 

a key part of Sovi et for e i gn polic7, but not as integr a l as it _i s 

to U. S . for e i gn policy. If it had not b een 1for United St a t es a i d 

during the war (And some of it went to Rufila i a ) t he outcome of t he 
I 

Eecond wor l d war may have been very di ffe r ent. And aft er the war, 
a i d 

if i t had not b een for Itta under t he pl an dr awn up by General George 

Ma r shall, West ern Europe mi ght not have been abl e to r esist , t he 
I 

dynamic t hrus t fil of communi sm in the i mmedi a t e pos t-war year s . Americai 

a i d has gone ou t t o all corner s of t he earth , and while t hi s has 

hel ped to s t em t he t i de against communi sm in thi i. o.r t hat country, 

t he r esults hav e not a l ways b een what t he American s pl anned or 

hoped foro 
( 

I t hink Wes t ern Europe s~pplies t he class ic exampl e of wha t I , 
mean. Under t he l eader shi p of Franc e and Ger many, Wes t ern Europe 

is t oday an economic forc e strong enough t o rival t he gr eat United 

St at es it self. And memb er s of t he Common Market countri es .ar e meeti:rg 

t h i s week and out of t h i ~ may come another ~ever e blow for t he United 

St at es . By veto ei ng Br i t ain' s member shi p ear lier t h i s year, Franc e 

made sure t hat t he United St ates wou l d not inf luenc e Common Mar ket 
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policy t hrough Britain. All t hat has t.r~n spired s ince h aa confirmed 

de Gaulle ' s belief tha t Br i t ain i nside Europe would have been t he 

t hin edge of t he American wedge . Now,' at t h i s week' s me~ting Franc e 
. " 

i s ur ging her partner s t o limi t t he amount of AmeE Unit ed Sta t ea 
. 

invest ment in the Common Market countri es . If she i ucc ee.ds, and I 

,hink she will, it will mean t hat DK United St a t es influenc e has 

been pu shed out of Europe , bomh politica lly and economica lly. 

Now, all t h i s has l ed to a gr eat deal of soul-£earching i n t he 

.Americ an peop l e . Unlike t he Br i ti sh, t h ey h ave not yet b ecome r econdl. 
' I 

to t he · ingr atitude of t he ttdedo They want 't hose t hey hav e h el ped to 

pe gr at eful and t hey want to b e loved. · Ins t ead, de Gaulle and .the 

West ern Europeans have admini,ater ed t hem thic t errible s l ap in t he 

f a ce . The f a ct is t hat many Americans ar e 'einotion.i.l about thi s a id, 

and see i t as genero s ity r a t her t han as what haa to be done if t he~r 
, 

fore i gn policy -i s to have a. hope of . succeedtng . And when somet hing • 

like the Common Market bu s iness comes up , t he emotional reaction i s 
I 

I 

to say: ' Af ter all we 've done f or t hem!' or 'Let u s s top wasting 

American money on peopl e who ar e against u s '. BUt of cour se Europe 
I 
I 

i s not against t he United St a t es ; she is s i mp ly for her salf. -I t h ink 
I Mr . Kennedy sees this but I doub t whet her he w~ll be abl e to sell :it 

to t he Amer i can peopl e . By t he same token and in t he light of t he 

Clay Committee ' s r ecommendations , I very much f ear t hat the American 

Congr ess will not give him t he money needed f or his Centra l American 

pl an ; and t he Centra l American l eader s t hemselves ar e likel y to 
/ 

divert such money as t hey get into their ~wn pocket s or ~nt er pr ises 
I 

r a t her t han to eliminate h~me l essness and hunger. The prob l em i s 

t wofold: to make t he a id effectiye , and to · r ealise that eff ective a~ 

l eads t o the type of independence shown by Fr ance . And thi s i s quite 

a pill fo r t he Unit ed St a t es . Goodni ght. 
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No 695 1 ) Sound Sys t em Noi se 
2 ) Unemployment & Lawl essn ess 

NEWS COMNENTARY 
For t ransmiss ion on 
Wednesday Mar 27 a t 6.15p.m 
Pet er Abrahams speaking · 

Good evening : Thi s evening I would like to di ·scus s two diliiturt:i 
' I 

1 t erns of news 1;,hat wer ~ brought my attention by 11st:aa1J11a. Th~ fir.st 

has to do with sound sy s t em noi se and when thi~ lis t ener spoke to me 
' 

about it h e _was in a s t at ~ of utter despair. 

Not f a r from wher e t h i s li s t eµ er live s somebody op er a t e s . t h i s 

' s ot.q1d sys t emo And t h i s noi se goe s on a ll t hrough the weekend pr actica 

The r eilult is t l:rat the weekend which should b e a r e5il t period for 
I 

t h i s man an d hi s f amily has b ecome a sort of nightma r e of unending . 
noi i.e • . The man t ells me tha t the noi se is s o bad t hat t hey li.a.E:axma 

ar e ashamed of inviting fri ends for -dinner or a -drink on any we ekerd 
I 

ev ening-. And when t hi s unfortu:p.at e man compl a ined to t l).e. sound-sys t e 
. ' 

oper ator he was threat ened with a beating-up. And t h i s , you know, 

is a very} serious s ituation. Any soci ety in wh:ch one c,itizen cannot 

as k another to r estrain ' himself without b e ing threat ened with yiole:roe, 

i s a s ociet y in trouble . To abuse somebody' s civic right s and then 

~o threa t en hi m with violenc, when he compl ains i s to bring in the 

l aw of t he jungl e . But perhaps t he worse part about t h i s whole 

bus iness is t he) appar ent indi fference of t he police . My informant ·' 

t ells me. that h e has had very little hel p f rom t hem. 
; 

I t hink we want to t ake i t easy on t h i s sort. of t hi ng . We can 
\ 

hav e our f un without making li f e a mi ser y for everybody e l se . 'But , 

t he one t hing t hat must not be a l l 'owed i s for l awl essness or t he 

l aw of t he .jungl e to invade our civ ic life . 

Ever y c i t izen has a r i ght : to en j oy t he k ind of ent erta inm~nt h,e 

or she want s . But that right 1-s limit ed by t he righ t ' of every other 

c i t izen . And so we limit t he amount of no ise we make ln ·cr'de~ not 
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or the speed at which we travel, or the use of firearms - we limit 

our rights in all these things in order not to interfere' with the 

. ' rights and freedoms of our fellow citizens. If you or I could travel 

as fast as we wante~ to and fire off guns whenever the mood t akes u~ 

we would be a menace and a danger ot everybody else; and if everybocv 

else had the same so-called freedo~ , they would b e a menace to us: ani 

it would be only a matter of time before we will all be. shooting eacb 

~therJ\ down, cutting each other)' s throats and killing ea.ch other 1111! 

' dogs on the roads. All this happens when there is a breakdown in1the 

rulefil by which any s,ociety conducts its elf o And so all of us have a 
. . ~ 

v ested interest t ,n making sure that' no ccbtizen breaks these rules 

by denying the rights of any other c~tizen. • 
, 

The other disturbing point is also connected with t h is business 
\ . 

of breaking the rules of society, but with a different and more 
· saying: ' 

ppofound social twist .this time. It is easy to .make a rule bx•a~: 

'Thou shalt not steal'. But when a man has no work and 1~ hungry, 

then the t empt ation to break that rule is -greatest. A man concerned 

with enforcing the l aw told me how very unhappy he was by the new 

wave of petty thieving that has swept through parts of St. Andr ew . 

And then, out of his experience, he, said: 11 It is all this unemploy­

ment; t here is no work for so many of t hese young fellows and so 

' they turn to stealing and the police can hardly keep up with .it." 
' Will 

I know not everybody/agree with this vi ew . What I am sur e everybody 

will agr ee with is that there is a rise in unemployment and there is 

a lso an increase in petty thieving. Therefore there must be some sort 

of connection. , My own view ,is t):le s ame as that of my l aw-enforcing 

friend. Unemployment' is demoralising, and demoralisation l eads to 

~crime. This 1s a mat t er the government needs t9 watch and handle 
with ca r e . Goodnighta 
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No 696 Shae of t hin .a to Come for Brita in: 
1 Unemp loyed Marcher s & Demons trating t eachas 

NEWS COMMEt TARY 
For transmi s lilion on 
Thursday Ma r 28 at 6ol5pom 
Peter Abrahams lilp~aking 

Good evening: If we were to look at t h i s week ' s n ws in t ermlil 

of what could affect the future most, then I would select two itemlil 

of n ewsi out of Britain as pointing mo s t significantly to the shap e 

of thing s to come. The firat and l eai. t dramatic of thes e items -
' 

but a t the same time the more important - i s Mr. Harold Wils on ·• e 
what 

a rriva l in the United Sta t es to day to t ell VJ.r. Kennedy/a~ Brita in's 
-

for~!>ign policy will b e if t he Briti sh L~.b our Party gains power a t 

t he n ext Gene r a l Eliietion. The s econd item m~XKKXll was t he ve ry 

dramatic newli\ of Tuelil day' s unemployment demonstra tions t hat turned 

into, rioting out fil ide t he Mothe r of Parli aments. Somet h ing like 
' 

t h r e e t hous and unemployed worker s from a ll parts of the United 

Kingdom wer e involved in t he rio-ting . Then, on Wedne lilday, t he follow 

day, something like five t housand angry t eacher s marched on t he 

House of Parliament to ppoteat agains t t he government' s n ew wage 

s ca i es for them. 

I t h ink Mr . Harold Wilson' s trip to Washington to t ell V.ir. 

ennedy what his party would do in power: note t he d iffer ence: Mr . 
going 

Wilson i s not:b[g/to hav e t a lk lil or to consult with )-1!' . Kennedy - as 

hr. acmillan was wont to do - h e 1 2 , and now I quote the n ews r epctt 

e ither going to 'tell','inform', or . ' pr esent' h i s party• ~ policy to 
\ 

the Pr es i dent. I t hink t h i lil and Tuesday and Wednesq.ay ' s demonlil tra ticn 
' 

outs i de t he Brit ililh Hous r- of Commons , a r e a ll part Of ~ s ingl e pa tten 
,,, 

t hat will hav e a v ery s trong b earing on our future ~s much as ,on 

t he f uture of t he people of Brita in. So, l e t us try and g et t hese 

deve lopment s into per spective . / 

Fi rs t t h e background to t he demonstrat ions . When t he Con~ervat:be 
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Party took pww:er fro m t he pos t-war Labour Gover nment, t hey took over • 

a country which had gone t hrough one of t he mo s t profound and one of 

t he mo s t peacef ul s oci a l r evolution& of all time . The Welfar e St a t e · 
or 2he 

was a realityo No man! wqman or child , no matter who he/was ; no 
or h e r 

matter what h i s / circum2t 2.nc es , was a llowed to live below a certa in 

l eve l • To ern.ur e this ther e were mas,s ive s t at e and county council 

housing s ch~mes ; ·t her e was fre e orange 'juice , good milk a t r educ ed 

prices as well a s a financi a l sub s i dy for every child other t han t h e 
( 

fir &t. Every p~frson over a certa in age v;as entitled to ·old age pen s m ' 

a s well as a tobacco a llowance. Thi s was t he period of full employmet. 
when 

but even XU:£& se;;uwna l unemployment took ,p l a ~e , nobody suff er e,d 
' 

very much. The unemployed per son had hi s r ent paid and he wag made 

a weekly allowanc e' off which h e could live . Wher e a f ~mily was 

involved the ass istanc e was big enough to ensure t hat t ne entire 

f amily got the b a sic n ecessities of life . Medica l treat ment and 

medicine ~free, and e~ery child was entitled, as of right, to a 
I ' 

free educ ation up to school l eaving s t andard. 

In thi s atmopsher e whe1r e ' everybody had mat eria l s ecurity, 
1/ 

mat eria l security ceased to be very exciting . People began to r es;ent 
and a lot more 

t he high cost, in t axat1on 1of thw Welfar e St ~t e . All t his/led to the 

t hrowing out~~ t he Labour Governmento The voter s want ed adventure ad 

free enter pri se , and so the benefit Q of t he Welfar e itat e s tood s till 

The Conservatives could not cance l the Welfar e St at e but t hey weakene 

it~ And so, while cos t s went up the ben efits of the Welfar e St a t e 

did not keep pace. Amd today, aft er t he Common Marke~ fiasco, Brita in 
1 economic 

f ace~ serious/ problems . And her unemployment s t ands at a new h i gh. 

For t he fir s t time s inc e the second world war t he Briti sh worker lileemlil 

to b e desperta t e and afra id, as he was in t he hungry t hirties ; when 

millions w~r e unemployedo Th~ i s the background to both t he r1 ot s 
and to Mr. Wilson pr esenc e in Washington. Goodni ght. 
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No 697 Shae of t hi n 8 to come for Br ita in: 
2 Labour' s Blue .Print 

NEWS COivIMENTARY 
For tranamiss ion , on , 
Friday Mar 29 a t 6ol5p . m 
Pe t er Abrahams speaking 

;;- , · . 
, , I 

Good ev ening : Mr. Harold Macmillan, t he BritH;h LPrime Minis t er, 
. ; i 

mus t ca l l a Gener a l El ectionbetween\n ow ·and Augus t '. pt n \'!xt year. If 
l , t . 

t her e ar e more unempl~yment demonstrations and more wot est marches 
I 

from t eacher and other a , then events · may . force Mr . Maom1llan ' s hand. 
I 

Ideally, he would want to pick t he mo ment mo st favo~nable to him, 
' .. I . 

either when hi s government ha d b r-ou~ht off some bie;.' deal abroad or 
,r -

ha:. made a ma jor concess ion to the voters at home o My gues lil is t hat 

~..r , Macmillan had toyed with the idea of a snap Gei a l El ection 
I 

aft er Brita in' s ' admiss ion to the Common Market. But of cours e, 

r es i dent de Gaulle spoiled t hat 1• one and nothi~ has b een going 

right for t he British gov~rnment sinc e . 

The deat h of Mr o Ga i t skell, 1 which looked like a crucial .1;:>low 

to t tle chanc es of t he Labour Party, s eems to have l ed to a ne w unity 

within the party. Perhaps t his unity has a l s o bee~ helped by t he f act 
I 

t hat t he party can a l mo~t smell victory . And now ·Mr. Wil fi! on, t he new· 

.Labour . Leader, i s t ~lling Mr. Kennedy of hi s party' s progr amme . And 
I 

\ 

ther e a r e some very striking features to it. ,I 

' . . i r ~abour wins t hen Brita in will acc ep t t he f act and f h e chall~ 

of her exclus ion from the Europ ean Common Mar ket, and s et ~bout to 

meet t he challenge . Sh e will step- up and streamline ~nd :,s~r ~ngt hen 
I 1 · 

he r trading and political r e l ations witp other Co mmonwealt countri es 
I 

. ' \ - . . 
With t hls in mind, a Commonwealth Confer enc e will be -~-ig\cf Labour'• 

priori tie s. For t he r est, she will go aft er trade, wher ever \ t can 

b e found , in t he communis t wo r l d , in Latin America , •in Asia Jand Afric 
. ' . as well as with t he United 'St a t es and Europe . The prlme cb n.s i o.er at io 

;;,· I . . 
wi ll b e Bri t i sh and Commonwealth i n t er est s . Wher ever ~ossible ·Br i t a h 
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will enter into agreement s to reduce tari~f barriers. 

,rt seems to me that if-- Labour wins, and if Mr. Wileon carries 
~ 

out this economic policy succei;;sfully J;.•11 •nt:ggm mo 3waud :ta r11-..l:ir 

~j rat• the Oommonweaith, as an ,.economic grouping-, could again become 

a considerable force in the world. But for this to hav e any chance -

the other member countries would have to both pull t he ir weight and 

1 play fair with_ Britain. The tendency in the past has been to expect 

Britain to do all the g iving whiie everybody else do es all the 

receiving. I think that it was partly in disgust at this doubtful 

and unbalanced kind of 'pprtnerah~p1 that Britain ' turned to Europe. I 

Indeed, not even the United States has quite avoided this business 

of just 'using' Britaino So, for t he Commonwealth aspect of Mro 

Wilson' s blue print to have any hope of success the -r est of the 
' Commonwealth will have to do its share. And if t hat did h appen the 

United States 'would find, as in t he cas e of t he Common Market, yet 
~ ,, I 

another .-_ independent grouping t hat r efuses to be anybody's satelli 
A 

) 

Indeed, the political aspect of Mr . Wilson' s programme g ives 
\ 

warning of t hi & indep end·ence. Britain will press for t he admiss ion of 

communis t , China to the United Nat ions in pl a ce pf Nationalist China. 

This is t he compl et e oppos ite to the U .s . stand. The Conservatives -

have held the same view but have not pressed it. Britain will a lso 

work for a neutralised centr a l European zone which should include 

East and Wes t Germany and with both the Russians and Americans 

withdrawing from tha t zone . fi,lis ag~in , is har~ly lik ely to meet wi1h 

American approval . And certainly, the limited reco gni tion of East 

Germany which he proposes i s going to be most unpopular in Washingtm 

And so we come full circle : the unemployed demonstra tions .co~ b e 

the beginning of t~~ssu,re to end th Macmillan goyernment; and 

Wilson in Was hington out lirlg5the shape of things to come. ~odn i gh~ 
~ 
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No 698 Jus tice and Mercy 

EWB co:r.mEi.~TARY~ l1'~ 
For t r ansmission o 
Sat urda y Mar 30 t 6 .15p . m . 
Bet er Abrahams speaki ng 

Good evening : Those of you who have list ened to t hese commentati 

for any l engt h o f time will know t h@.t I am a very firm b eli ever i n 

the rule of law. 
I 

w;h~r e t her e i s no a ccept anc e of t he ·r u l e of l aw 

both t he i ndividu a l and the · s oci et y find thetllselves gener ally i n 

dang er. ~x:txxkexxkmbx}!tmxxx But t her e i s another danger too. Ther e 

, i s the danger that the r ul .e of l aw could b uo ed i n such a way t hat 

i t damages t he s oci e t y and deprives t he individual of h i s liberty . 

For i n s t anc e , Mx. _Adolf Hitlert that t erribl e mur der er who p lunged 

the wor l d, int o darkness , ro se to power i na comp l et el y l egal way. 

He did not overthrow t he l egal government of t he _day . He was .elected 

to power by normal means . And t he evil · t _hi ngs he and h i s fo llowers 

• • di d were e ither done or order ed to be done by t he elect ed represent at 

of t he peopl e . And a l mos t ever y/, s t ep the Naz i s took on th~ir 

teJ•rib l e ro ad t o cruelty was sanctioned by the dul y e l ec ted repr es erlln 

of the Ger man peop l e . The poi nt I want t o make i s ver y s i mp l e : bot~ 

l egality and t he conc ep t of the rule of law can- be pu t into the 

se~vic e e f ev~l and des t ruct i v e ends o The peopl e we have e l ec~ed 

to power can u se t hat l egally conf erred power to puss l aws depr ivi ng 

u s of s ome of our l iberties . And hav ing done s o they can, in the 

name of t he rule of l aw, oppr ess and exploit and brut a li se ,u s . And 

t h i s would s till b e t he rule of l aw . 

The l aw t hen, t he rule of l aw , is not of i t self good . I t i s 

ei t her goo d or b ad a ccordi ng -to t he way men u se it. It i s the servant, 
, a 

not t he mas t er of man o And so, f or t he rul e • of l aw to be/good 1t .r .• .g , 

we must make i t good . 

There was a time in Brit a i n when the r u l e of l aw decreed t bat 
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a man b e hanged for steal _ing a sheep. And t her e was a / time when 

pr adael l arc eny was as cruelly puni shed in J amaica . But peop l e saw 

t hat t h i s was a crue l kind of jus tic e and .so t he ir pr essure and t hei r 

opi n ion f orced changes in t hese l aws . 

I am n6't sure t hat we .do not need c erta in changes in our ' pat tern 

of puni shment today. For i ns t ance , I am think of t he case r eported 

in th~ Star of )1a rch t he fift eenth , of a .young man b eing sent enc ed -
to a tota l of nine months a t har d l abour f or having s tolen a car 

i n August of l as t year. Now pl ease don't get me wrong . The man was 

gu i lty; t he sent enc e was jus t. The twi s t to t he s tory li es in t he 

f act t hat t he man stole t he car l as t year and was only sentnnced i n I . 

•' 

March of t hi s year - a time- gap of seven months had passed b et ween 

crime and pvnishment. And t he r eason was t hat t ]:le young man had 
stolen 

smash ed up both t he/ca r and pimself pr etty badly on t he Old Har bou r 

Reado Hts f ace and eyes had been very badly damaged, and he was 

nearly blind when sentenc e was passed seven months ·'aft er t be crime . 

And, according to t he r eport, t he doctors who took c·ar e of him . say 

he will soon b e compl et el y . blind . Tho se ar e t he f act s : a man had 

committed a crime , l1e had broken t he rules of soc iet y , and according 

to t he l aw he should be puni shedo But t h i s young man will soon b e 

, b lind . And I myself can think of no gr eat er punishm~nt f or s t ealing , 

a ca r than to go pl i nd. It is like t he punishment of God hi mseir. 
/ 

And in t he f ace of it I would have f elt much b etter i f our morta l 

•Jus tic_e hs d been t emper ed by a 11 ttle Chris tian mercy. I t hink 
-

j us tice wi t hout mercy, without compass ion, can be as dangerous as t he 

b r eakdown of t he rule of l aw . Indd.ed , the one nearly a l ways f ollows 

t he otner. So, l et us have ju s t i ce and Mercy •. ~oodni ght. 
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