Ty

No 622 New Year's Day, 1963

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Jan 1, 1963 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good- evening: And a very happy New Year to all of you. This is
the first day of the New Year and I always find this the most exciting
and the most challenging day of the year, When I wasgy gr I used
to meke a lot of noble resolutions on this day, agg~! had executegd

or lived up to a2 tenth of those resolutions by st of December

I always felt that I had had a good year, N ake very few resolutk

perhaps two or three - but I do try to to every one of them.

But now, being older, I am not satis less I live up to least

75% of those resolutions, :
Anyway, 1f I had the p Make them, and the power to see

er
‘ §Ethe resolutions I would want to make

irst day of the New Year.

that they come true, these

oh behalf of Jamaica 0'!-‘

the great changes e past few years should continue in this yearv*

and in the fu Q,Q‘ We need peace - peace in the great wide world =
‘iéS%gt

First, that t efulness with which this country has seen

and peac the Jamaican society 1f we are to carry out the
big jo@rgating the good society in which each citizen will be
assured his daily bread, his home-and his sense of security. So let
1963 be a year of peace, internally and externally.

And let us resolve to create better economie conditions for the
majooity of Jamaicans this year. But creatihg better economic
conditions dbes not mean taking from one section of the soclety to
give to another., In a society like ours a certain amount of this
gsort of thing has to be done, But to simply take from the 'Haves' in

order to give to the 'have-note' will not solve our problems.,f



e

The real answer to ouf problems 1s to make better use oflwhat we
have and to share the fruits of our labour more equally: and‘this,
in practical terms, can be reduced to certain specific lines of action
in Agriculture and
grey our farmers must grow more of the food we need; xwex our marketin
must be so well organised that we can selltthis food to _the people at
the Pwest price possiblep kkerex I think that 1f we pudee iﬁ doing
this for our agriculture it will make a world of q‘\&e ce fo almost

every sector of the economy., $So, in terms of ture, let us

resolve to feed ourselves off our own land o The money we will

save if we do this can then be used fo

we need., But to do this we will haV\!@l‘

of our agriculture,

e urgent social services

atly increase the efficienc
And let our mercantile mgzziﬁg resolve to be satisfied with a

modest mark-up in 1963; an ;E our workers resolve to give a full-dap

work for a full d.ay's and let both the unions and the &bloyers'
” i

organisations resol ut the interests of country above‘the
sectional interes their members; and let our M.P.s and leaders
resolve to se Xexample to the rest of us by the way they behave
in and o 0 rliament; and let all of us resolve to uphold the
dignitéour leaders and our institutions during 1963, i
Above all, let us resolve to work for whatever we want. There
is no other way for any individual or any soclilety. There are no Big
Daddyes to give us hand-outs, If we want to make Ja@aica prosperous
and secure and self-supporting, then we must roll up our sleeves and
do it ourselves, There are still too many of us who look to others
to do things for us, or who look for easy shortcuts to perso£al or
-national prosperity: let us put this sort of thinking behind us in
1963. The way ahead demands hard work from all of us:so, & rrosperous

hard-working New Year to all of you. Goodnight,



No 623 ; 1) Persanaiitdéérof the Year : g =
2) Ransomed Cuban Prisoners

NEWS COMEENZEREY

For transmission on
Wednesday Jan 2 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I do not think it is possible for me to single
out one individual in Jamaica whose achievements in 195mwere
sufficiently outstanding fér him or her to be descr! es:é;>the man
or woman of the year. Please_remember thaﬁ both $ ander Bustaman
and Mr. Norman Manley are excluded. So, let cead name the
people who seem to me to have made signifcan ributions in the
year Just past. Albhough he is no lon us, Sir Kenneth
‘Blacburne comes to mind for the gr @nd humble and warmhearted
manner in whibh he discharged hiqdutNes as the ast of the imperial
representatives, Next I thi Ir, Theodore Sealy deserves special
mention for the manner in w JE he organised the Indpendence
Celebrations., I thinl@ d a first-class job and deserves the

thanks of all of us her person #i® who did an exceedingly

fine job for Jama n particular and the West Indies in general
was Sir Rob kwood who ﬁtgggg;gni so hard to get those extra
suger al one from the United Btates.

I reluctant to mention anybody on the political front it

is simply because the new government has not really got going yet:
Mr., Shearer made a good impression at the United Nations, and Mr,
Ministry !
Lightbourne's/nﬁnx has made the most news in Jamaica, But not enough
has yet happened to say any more than that, I think Mr, Stanley
Payton the head of the Bank of Jamaica, was a sane and steadying

voice at a time when I financial institutlions seemed in danger of

being disturbed by partisan palitics., Amd I think Mr, G, Arthur Brown



gave sound advice and leadership to the civil servants at a tricky
period when they néeded it very badly. I think Mr, Noel Crosswell,
the Commissioner of Police, has done a great deal to create a better ‘
spirit between the police and peoble of Western Kingston, And if
you will forgive me for coming nearer home, I was Qery vressed ny
hbe J.B.C.'s Nuggets for the Needy effort this year n.tgfikought
they did exceedingly well ‘ﬁo raise over two thou \ ds in
something like three hoﬁrs. But for me the happ nd most promising
bit of radio of the year was when I liste %r‘istmaa Day to
Ranny Williams and Erlca Allen demwin Q’M youngsters of the
Foreshore Road and to hear those yo s speak and sing and laugh.
For me that was something speciaf&\g”.Anyway, these are some of the
personalities I will remenber ever I think back to 1962,

I think I will also remember the mixed feelings with which
I rma® heard the news e Cuban invaesion pprédoners had finally
been ransomed and wo ®fend Christmas in freedom. Of course I approve
of the freelng @f t risohens. But there was something awfully
depressing g\she blatant bartering of living human beings in
exchange r od and medical supplies, It was a cold and sharp
remindé§§::> Christmas eve, that moral barbarism 1s not a thing of the
past, found only in history books. It is as real as the trading of
human beings for things, as real as the Berlin Wall; as real as South
Africa and as real as the solitary Negro who was turned away from the
ship leaving Havana and so/gi;osed and condemned - becauses bhose wers

the orders. Perhaps it is as well to remember at times that neither

East-nor West are all that civilised yet. Goodnight.
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on -
Thursday Ban 3 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking -

Good?e#ening: Last night;s party at Vale Royal in honour of

<
:
jﬁj
o4

e,

© JMr. and Mree. Duncan Sandys was a delightful and intimatayaffair..
It)waéla,'s’o‘rt —o,f living 'Who's Who' of Jamaican pol %amaican

diﬁiomacy and Jr;_maican Jjournalism, And of cours\ ined . It

seems t0 be a rule that it must rain whenever s an oufdoor

party at Vale Royal. Unlea# this rule is bJEE!n. efore many more

wet parties we might all becoﬁe superst about Vale Royal and .

wet partiles.

Anyway, everybody seemed t@aving a great deai of . Pun 'in
spite of the wet, including ?Co onwealth Relations Secretary
e

and his wife, They both se asy and relaxed and I rather suspect

that this part of the is more of a holiday than the earlier
part. -
Certainly, 1 h Barbados and Grenada Mr, Sandys had some
hafd and sepic usiness to eope with, My own guess is‘that the
| Grenéda the business might have been the more tricky. Grenadal

has dedded that she wants to enter on a marriage 'with Trinidad and
Tobago and become part of that unitary stste., When*the West indies”
Fedeéatiop coilapsed Trinidad invited whoever wanted to, to join her.
Largely asﬁé éort power polotical marouvre the Grenada leaders were :
the only.ones to rise to the bailt, and joining a unitary state with _‘
Trinidad became an election issue,., The tien Chief Minister, Mr. Eriec

Gairy, tried to play it both ways: one day he was in favour of a -
federation of th 'eiéht' and the néxt of Jjoining Trinidad, Mr, Herbéf£
Blaize, on the other hand,'had committed himself to union with : b

"Trinidad; and it was Mr, Blailze's party that won the election,

-, %



But then the government of Trinidad seemed to have second tﬁoughts.
They did not change their mind about Grenada's Joining them, but they
_wanted to know what the bride would bring to the marriage. Both Dr,
Eric %1lliams and some of his senior Ministers have put out a number
of broad hints that the marriage may not be consumated enada
does not bring & reasonable dowry with her, Just wh€{t Lrihidad
cqnsiders a reasonable dowry only she knows. C \ , the -out ef
hand way in which she rejected the offered £ aid because she.
considered it too small, suggests that s a\ pretty clear ideas on
such matters, But Grenada has, for t sent at least, nothing

but her probliems and her poverty to@to the marriage. And so, 1if
she insists on the marriage and ;?\g,tnidad insists on the dowry then
Britain wdll be called upongt t the b%ll. And this, I think,
brings us to the heart of g andys' present visit., At first it was
planned that he shou_l@t British Guiana and Trinidad too, But when
he had to drasticgll t down his time in the regién it was the
bigger territqr§es at suffered rather than the 'Little Eight' because
" the real pof f "the visit was to try and sort out the problems of
the 9152;::> en of the eight now seem committed to an Eastern
Caribbea ederatioﬁ. The eighth, Grenada, is the odd man out, My guess
is that Britain would not object if Trinidad were prepared to accept
Grenada without finanecial strings. But I do not think Britain is
prepared to take any sizeable chunk?gg the money she has earmarked for
the 'Little Elght' and give it to Trinldad as Grenada's dowry. Britai'
ma jor responsibility in the region now, and I think Mr, Sandys has
made this plain to Grenada, 18 to unite all the Winwards and Leewards

and give them as decent a start as possible. I hope both Trinidad and

Grenada got the mescsage 1ouq and clear. Goodnight,



No 625 The Liquidation of Katangan Secession

NEWS COMMENTARY

For trensmission on
Friday Jan 4 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking,

Good evening: If appearances mean anything then the United

Nations forces in the Congo are now engaged in what laok%e the
t

final operation against Moise Tshombe and his secess ate of
Katanga. But Jjust in case you have forgotten the und to the
Congo mess and Just in case you think that 1this going to be a one=-

sided or an easy operation, let me remind the back ground to
the Congo situation. E:

It all began in 1959 when, as a %of pressure from inside
Africa as well as inside the United\gatgions, the Belglans suddenly,
and drahdsically withdrew from %ongo. The Belgians had held the

€

Congo as a Colony for seve years, and it was part of Relgian

policy not to give the e in their colonies any politlcal ri'ghts

whatsoever: neither,  th§N\dIricans nor the white settlers had any

political rights t e were no elections - either national or local -
and so in sev ‘\>§ve years the Eelgians provided absolutely no
politicais::s ng for any of their colonial subjects, Their argument
was that give people experience in political affairs would only
lead to discontentment and the emergence of political tricksters who
will mislead the mass of the people, In any event, the Belgians frankly
had no intention of giving up the Congo because it was the principal
/E;uiizir wealth, From the Congo they mined eight percent of the world's
copper, sixty percent of the world cobalt as well as vast quantities

of gold, silver, uranium and other minerals, Nearly ell this mineral
wealth 1s found in Katanga and for the best part of seventy-five years
it has been mine primarily for the benefit of Belgium through the -

huge Belgilan-controlled Union Miniere holding company. What is not



n

often realised is the extent of British financial interest in the
Congo. Through a company known as Tsnganyika Concegsions Limited,
which is controlled from London, British shareholders held fourteen
and a half per cent of all Union Miniere stock and collected over
fifteen million pounds in dividends in 1959. If you w

why Britain often behaves as though she is on Tshom e rather

than on the side of the United Natione, Just re hat British
shareholders have a very big investment in Un w? lere and they can

and do bring heavy pressure on the Britisig€Gg . Rightly or

ded Congo with Moise Teshombe

their investments would be safer i a\
x!

having control of the mineral-rich nga.,

It 1s because of these 3 clal interests' that the United
Nations has been unable ta solve the Congp problem so far, On this
issue most of western Q ig frankly more concerned with stocks

X2ins than with the stability.of the Congo or

and share and proff
the security of \‘people. And of course, the other free states of

big stick
Africa have s he Congo crisis as a political Ramkkakx with which
to ass cqlon¥elism and furthey thelr own Interests, The communiests
for their part have tried to use the Congo to try and get a foothold
in Africa, And the Congolese themselves had just not been prepared to
cope with the economic and political vultures all about them. And so
you had this great humen tragedy of the past two years, Only a small
group at the United Natiens seemed genulnely concerned about the problms
of the people of the Congd. Among them I think the United States played
a most honourable part. But the difficulties are still there; the

vultures are etill «here, But this time there 1isg g real chance of success

Goodnight.



No 626 Animal Feed XXzmk Factory

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Jan 5 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: 1In 1955 Jamailca used roughly twelve and half

hundred tons was imported and the rest - just under (23 gand

\ of a ton

forty pounds.

thousand tons of animal feed., Of this amount, fourf thouygmnd, eight-
9.

tons was produced locally., At today's figures the

of imported animal feed costs between thirty-fi
In 1960 the use of animal feed had almost 1 compared with 1955,
In 1960 we XmEmyx used 24,000 tons as a he twelve-and-a-half
thousand tons of 1955. But whille we ore of the local product
in 1955, in 1960 we imported seix e:§~§

and produced only eight thousawns locally., 1In 1961 total

rousand tons of animal feed

animal feed consumption wegt to thirty-three thousand téns. The
coming of LydfontEnterI oosted our local production of animal
feeds to fifteen thou ons but we still had to import eighteen
thousand tons, At ¥ pounds é ton this meant that we sent

seven-hundre Qs\kwenty thousand pounds out of the country in 1961
in order enough animal féed. I have not gd(the figures for
1962 bu€\::;> reasonably certain that they too willl show a drématic
increase in the amount of animal feeds needed because there has beén
a dramatic increase in our poultry, pig and dairy farming.

Now, the point .of giving you all this statistical stuff is to
show what an important step forward it would be if Jamaica could
produce its own animal feeds,

First, we would ave a minimum of seven-hundred and twenty-thousamnd

pounds a year going out of this country. And if we stop this amount

of money from leaving the country, our balance of trade picture is



no

I}

made that much the better., And seven-hundred and twenty=-thousand pounds
a year is made avallable for our investment and development efforts
right here in Jamaica. So, by not exporting this money we gain in two
ways straight off: we improve our balance of payments pos on and

we create new capital for internal use. But it goes mu;E rpher than

that. Every time we import a ton of animal feed - o\ d of anything

else - we are helping to create Jobs for the pe the country
from which we import. If,on the other hand, w »D importing our
animal feeds and manufacture them ourselve create jobs for people

right here at home., So this 1s anothe {!g? tant factor.
And this, I am very happy to ﬁg%;:;su, 1s emactly what 1s going
to happen right here in Jamaica t month, Jamaica Feeds Limited is

X
expected to start operationg n Qmonth and in a very short time it

will produce all the an ds that are needed for the entire islam .,
What makes this ar item of news so important for me is
the fact that Jamaic ds Limited is not a company in which you have

individual inv, s\t with a straight profit motive. The new company

has been f by Seprod Limited and the Jamaica Livestock Association;
and this any that whatever profits the company make will not go to |
any private individual but rather towards improving the livestock
industry, the coconut industry and the oils aﬁd fats industry. So

the success of Jamaica.Feéds Limited will mean, ulitmately, an importat
step forward for Jamaican agriculture, the Jamalcan employment situation,
our manufacturdng industries and our balance payments position, and of
course the production of our own food., It is not very often that one
new industry can have so many beneficial side effects. And so, all

power to Jamaica Feeds Limited: it is a big step forward. Goodnight



No 627 The Passing of 'Jamaica Times'

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Monday Jan 7 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: The news that the 'Jamaica Times' will cease to

be published after the end of this month is very distres indeed:

and when I say this I am not being sentimental or emojfopa bout the

passing of an old and respected newspaper. I sa ‘t\ cause I feel

gstrongly that in the building .up of our democratQﬂtitutions Jamalam

has not yet reached the stage where she can ESE?a'to lose an organ

like the 'Jamaica Times', Of the three weeklies we have, one,

tThe Voice' is a straight/géiii.polit gan, the other, 'Public

Opinion' MaxEXHAKIIXIARXXNEEKXAXREX :jN}

ite degkdared independence, idé‘;:ﬁied with the P.N.P., in the public

mind. Only the 'Jamaica T 8

")

ards as being genuinely independent. And

rEY®Xknimx is, in spite of

and is regarded as genuinely

independent. When it ggq

®re will cease to be a weekly newspaper

that the reading publi

m

this, you know, (s a erioys buginess,

I think ¥\3§er the next few years Jamaica is going to urgently
need a bod eally indepndent thinking in the country if democracy
is to gr;§z:§zflourish. I think we are going to need a solid but
influential minority which will not have enough power to decide anythig
by itself but which will have a sort of casting vote in any major
encounter between the two parties or between capital and labour or
between town and country. Please do not micsunderstand me. I am not
suggesting that democracy depends on some independent minority. It
does not., It depends on a strong and healthy two-party system if you

conscience
think in parliamentary terms; it depends on freedom of speech,/assemﬁy

s

and organisation 1f you are thinking in broader political and socigl



terms; and in economic terms it depends on a reasonable degree of
equity in the distribution of the nations wealth, These, I think, are
the foundations of democracy. But these foundations do not lay them=-

created
selves, they are laid by people and the institutions Izx® by people.

And over the past sixt-five years the 'Jamaica Times' eéx%lly under

the influence of the elder Durie and of Tom Redcam, d ch as

any other single organ = if not more - to shape vendence of

thought which we loosely describe as Jamaican claee opinion.

I know that it is fashionable today to ene amaican middle-class ,
e

gpXrkmm That is allright provided we al mber that nearly all the
progress of the past quarter century out with middle=-class
leadership. And in the early days 1 the opinion of the pushing

middle-clags, more than anyth n&ii&se, that created fhkakxzxmzimxt the
climate for change. Of cou e who believe that modern Jamaica
began with 1938 will no € with this view, For them everything
began with the riotgua irth of the P.N.P, and the J.L.P., But I

think this is a Xe tional view of history by people who have been

involved in a e of it, and who see that particular phase as the
a11~importa2: ¢ this 1s very natural, but very false for all that.
Anyway, at centre of this business of creating the climate for

change was the 'Jamaica Times', Now, unhappily because I do not think
its usefulness is ended, another phase of Jamaican history is pushing
the 'Times' out of existence, The tragedy of this, as far as I am
concerned, is that there is as great a need today as there has ever
been for the genuinely independent voice of the Jamaica Times,

Goodnight,
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No 628 WI8Bo Dividends and their implications

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmiesion on
Tuesday Jan 8 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrzhams speaking

Good evening: It was just about a year ago that I issued a

warning in one of these commentaries about the sugar ind ry. The
Directors of the West Indies Sugar Company had then ] gy their

annual meeting and they had declared a dividend of t Lour pence

in the pound. This, I told you at the time, was rm of about

one percent on their investment., But I also ? ou something more,
I told you who the people were who invest r money in the West

Indies Sugar Company: I did not tellig\.lr thelr names becuae I do

not .knovi them, What I d4id find out@
®
Company - and in Jamaica thisW rome and Monymisk = got most p

12t the West Indies Sugarg

of theilr investment capital what we would call 'small' people/ in
Britain, You may hav dow who has invested part of what her
husband left her and hildren, and she and the children may be

very dependent on ney they.get back from the company in the

form of dividgn® N\or it may be a4 retired old soldier or old teacher

or .old spi - all people for w%om the annual dividend may make all
the diff@s between living reasonably and doing without a lot of xhk
things.,. PFor some, getting the annual dividend may mean all the '
difference between‘ﬁope and disaster., I do not want to overstate

the case but for every big-time capitalistic tycoon who invests, you
have literally hundreds of little people; and for them getting some
return for their investment 1s an urgent matter, All this I told

you last year., And I told you that on last year's dividend figures,
these people would have got moreglf they had simply put their money into

a deposit account in the bank,

Well, the Directors of the West Indies Sugar Company had another



annual meeting last week and thelr report for the year Jjust ended is
even more dismal then it was this time last year,

For 1961 thelr net profits amounted to one-=hundred-and fifteen
thousand, five-hundred-and-seventy-three pounds, And it was on this

amount that they gave a dividend of four pence in the po . For

the year that has Just ended their net profits amount% fyy-eight

thousand, one hundred and seventy-five pounds. This that profits
xkixxyrar for the year Jjust emded has dropped by a half comparda
with profits for 1961, If the company were %re a dividend, the

very best they would be able to do for the srrareholders would be to

offer them something like two=-pence iound. And stamp duty and
ha

postage gnd cheques would cost moret that, And so, this year, the
.

Company-has decided not to pay Wrdinary shareholders any dividends.

And remember, the bulk of nareholders are little people who haw

invested inheritances, c»vings and the like,

Now, I am not asl ou to feel sorry for these people or to be
sentimental aboufy theyg. Ihese shargholders are not sentlimental about
you or me, Th iN#\ put their money into sugar because they hoped to
get someth t of it, in the same way that the sugar worker goes
into thegtry in order to get something out of it. If the worker
ever reached the point where he got nothing out of the industry, he
would pull out and look for work elsewhere, By the same token, if this
gsort of thing continues thes;;uxgﬂe are likely to take their money
out of the sugar industry ang?put it somewhere else, And please do hot
not say this can't happen: it can, and unless we use our heads it will.
And whatever else we may think we can afford, we cannot afford the

collapse of our sugar industry - 1t employs too maﬁj people., So, please

let us all think again about the sugar industry, Goodnight.
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No 629 1) Dr. Eric Williams & the University
‘ 2) United Fruit in Belgfum

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Jan 9 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Will Dr. Eric Williams be the next Principal of

the University of the West Indies? This seems to be a p of .
speculative rumour that is going the rounds in the Ea j‘EEE)P.’Lbbean

at the moment. It began with the news of Dr, WilliamN ointment*

as pro-Chancellor of the university and as the p vho will preside
over Council meetinges in the BNEEENEE absen incesslAlicé, Iﬁ
practice this meéns that Dr. Williame will pfacticaliy all the

really important business meetings oft\ ivereity. And this, in 'turri
means that he will be at the centré\g;/p licy-making for the universitfy-
almost from the moment of Dr, ir Lewis' departure. Indeed, I'

think we shall see the begipnilNg

f Dr. Williame' policy-making influece’

when he delivers the co tion address at the university

graduation exercilses fuary 16th,

Well now, with plece of background before us, let us repeat
%NEK Dr.

the guestion: Williams be the next Principal of the

-

university e Weet Indies? I do not think so. I do not speak ‘
with/zgﬁgiéz;te and assurance with which I would if this were a questior
in a purely Jamaican setting and involving a Jamaican personality. I mlf
sure of myself in exploring Jamaican trends and tendecies and personalit?
because I am involved both intellectually and emotionally, But' within
this limitation I doubt very much that Dr., Williams will, at this
moment in time, leave Trinidad and give up his position as Prime
Minister to come and run the university from Jamaica,

I think THRTE for Dr. Williams there is still much too much to be

done in Trinidad itself and in the Eaestern Caribbean. He has very

clear ;deas as to exactly what he means by 'West Indian' and I think



'\2

£

that right now he sees morge hopz’a"of spreading his d4deas on West
Indiam=-ism as the head of a reasonably prosperous independent state
than as the head of the universaty. This does not mean that I rule

out the pos%ibflity of Dr. Williams becoming the head of’ the university

one day. After all, he is a scholaer and teacher by train d

;

inclination, But I dd,not think it.is likgly to happ W irst,

L &

the political and economic lnftitutions of Trinid

NeY to be stebilixed;

and this is no overnight Jjob. ,And bedides, aseroNChancellor he will
in fact have all the power he needs to con ri?ly influence thinking
N

at lMona, So the answer to the question% do not think so, not for

the present at least, R \

Now for a brief word on anothe Portant piece of news, I tgink

the wisdom of bringing the Ungt it Company back to Jamaica has
.-, "N

been confirmed by the news 2 ited Fruit has now bought out a.sales

organisation in Belgfum. ritain enters the Common Market, and we

become an Associate: , our bangnas - and other fruit and vegetabls =

will be able to Ler ¥urope on reasonably favourable terms, To have

organisation ready and waiting, efficient and
cepéﬁle qé;E:s‘ ing demand at short notice, this could be of very great
value‘to usy d

Finéli&, to Africa and the Congo. I told you on Friday that the
United Nations operation against Mr|, Tshombe's Katanga was not likely
to be as one:éided as at first appeared, largely because of European
financial interests, Well, that is how it is now: the big stall has

started and slippery Tshombe is being aided by Britain and the .Belgians.

Goodnight,
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‘o 630 ‘The J.A,.8%, Agx‘iculturéx & Politztz
NEWS COMMENTARY - : ¥ 4
For transmission on & -

Thursday Jan 10 at 6.15p. m
Peter Abrahams speaking

'

Good evening: I think that possibly the most interesting anﬁ \?
the most importent debate in Jamaica today %s the one on agricultﬁre;:
And as with all really important debates it is not a M\ mensional

affelr but a complex,sublge and many-sided affai\ re 'is\the‘,ﬂ?g
c

political aoﬁect, there is the organisgxional there is'thé”{ 1
leadership agpect and there is the'prodocti cpcct And all th.f

aspects touch and overlap at a number o ;2 : it

‘ 9' think b it, the? Jamaia :

Agricultural Seciety is both the orgN\g¥eation and the voice of,f»theu

Whatever you or 1 or anybody e

o

farmers of this'country, and one he most 1mportant asbects %ﬁ‘?wi
the agricultural debate lsqt n neﬁmonths—old conflict that has

existed between the Eri nister of Auricultur'e and the or@nisatﬁ

For me'one of the sg i ng asoects of this conflict was the manner f

, 4
in which the Min et about it. Before he became Ministey of

ity

Agriculture I‘\\E?l s was & member of the leadershio of the organisags

So he kn nternal power structure of the organwsation as wellI
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Burke and Mr, Henry were avowed P.N.P. men.'Bui he also knew, or
-should have known, that these two gentlemenﬁdid not achiévé there
high positions of leadezship‘simply-because they were P.N.P. types,rE“
but rather because of what they had contributed to agriculturé oveiiri
the years, With this knowledge at hie fingertips, and with'ﬁié ‘

awareness of both the economic and political importence of the farmers
it was unfortunate Tor Mr, G¥yles, so soon after the J.L.P. victery,

to threaten to deal ruthlesslytgith this organisation. It achﬂ!ﬁaﬁz
: S ’ ‘;" i

*



the effect of uniting the farmeg!;l%hind Mr. ¥mmey Burke and Mr.
Henry as they had not been for a‘long time, ;

And yet, you know, there were and still are very mény people :' ;
both inside and outside the farm;no community who felt -and stlll =ef Q

feel that however clumsily Mr. Gyles may have gone abog;EE; the

point he was trying to make wesrimportant and valid

hat pointqd

’stated veby simp}y, was that the top leadership o\ y 439 S. had, ‘ 3
: e »

over the years, come to use theé farmers organi as both a.n‘,i

o\“

: : . . i
instrument and a,pletfbrm for*furtherina the partg, llttcal' ;

interests. So we ended up with this' s n: The hinisten;chaqge

and I think with jusfice, that the % ership of the J.A.S, had.Q
become too politically partisan. :\\w © manner in which he made hi('

)
charge rallied the rank and le beW nd the J.A.8. leadership who

now seemed to be fighting he 1life and independence of the .>gﬁ
J.A.S, against a thre government. This led to a sitﬁetion‘thgﬁ;;
was both abnormal a althy for the country's agriculture, :,#;ﬁ

Now, 'with h amatic and unexpected appearance at the J; A S.X;é

conference ay, Slr Aledander Bustamante has restored thg -5;‘

|
situatio oPmal, 'Politics," he said 'Cannot grow yams and banana 4
And thayg hg) invited the leaders of the organisation to go and talk

to him about the rift between themselves and the Ninister.,It is now

‘
7 e M*

up to the Minister and the leaders of the J.A.S. to make use of this

normaley to resolve their differences, The Minister wants less party
politics 15 the J.A.S. Fine, The J.A.S. wants no monkey8ng with its
independence: fine again., But both of these are political positions, 0
And the real scluﬁion is.for both the Minister and the‘leadere—of tﬁe

J.,A.8., to be‘more concerned in Sir Alexander 8 words, with th&ii

3
growing of yams and bananas, Goodnight & g?
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For transmissioh on
Fridey Jan 11 at 6,.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Tonight I want us to take a look -t the productiviy
side of the grea# agricultural debate, We had a drama%ion of

this aspect of the debate earlier this week in the ing views

exprescsed at the J.A.S. conference by Mr., Davi of the ':3

i s : .
University of the West Indies on the one side ¥r Arthur Thelwelli&

on the other, ©

o 1
But before & go on to discuss th

P

IO e AN

ement between these tgﬁi;
- agricultural:vgﬂ
t the problem of/productivit)

A

distinguished gentlemen, let us tryx

W » 4 :
into some sort of proper pergpectqve. Afcmrding o th%\"Econqmic

i
“ﬂg
¥oal

Survey for 1961 Jamaica's De i¢ Exports for that year gmounﬂed to
\ B b .
£60,9 million, Just undqﬁégak of this, thirty-point=four million =

g
Sk

&

L3 3 >
inaustry. Twenty-five-point seven™ .. =

pounds came from the
million pounds came wour agriculture, And a®mere four-point-eight |
‘ " & ;‘
m o 3

million pounds.ga m the new industries on the Fgreghére‘Road

; 118 . h
and elsehhe %o which we have given sucg generous incéntives,

- So, nn@ s of earning foreign currency, agriculture 1s the most .-

" ] : 1
ecrticial to mining, - And the new industries are way, way below,

Fhat is point number one. Point number two has £6 do:withféqpidymen@;f
Agriculture 18 =t11l the 1arfgest gingle emplgyer of labou; 1& thas : :'i
country. The Bauxite industry 'is higﬁiy-mechanised and uses a very  “
emall labour force, So; for all the,wealth‘it brings to the ébuﬁtfy,ﬁ,’
it does not help ke us very much direétly with our unemploymeﬁt
problem, The néw‘ingustries, willl, as & geperalisation, employ

proportionately more people than bauxite. But they are very small 

é

operations, each using between twenty and a hindred-odd people. And

&0 make matters wérse they are at present largeleoonfined to,the,iﬂ" 3
: o . - ks e 0 ; N,

 a



Corporate' Area, thus bringing Jjob oppot'\tunities only to the people of-;‘
Kingston & St. Andrew, 8o, for the present, the new industries abou&%
which we teﬁd to talk so very much, still contribute Very little to
our exports and very little to our employment situation But every
little is welcome and will help -« if it is not too COS%If n iy 7

costs us as much as Jamaica Woolens did to get one going‘ - j

then, in terms of the returns it is not worth on s €8pecially . \

if that industry folds up on us., Theé point ls NQat we must have these}‘
industries to diversify and expand the - but not at any prio‘éf,r.g
Certainly not at the price the I.D.C, Q?o have been pay\;;lg *.3
hitherto. But,then I do not think % @ ally necessar-y to, p: suoh“’ﬁ\

» M

a price if we are pealistic and Wcal about 1it. Anyway,

industries are still babies L?ms of Jjob opportunities and earn‘n%

foreign curreﬁcy. It is r agriculture that earns a great deal

all over the country d
of foeeign currengy i es_a livelihood to more Jamaicams/than

all the other undgrt§Nings put together. ' e |

It was t t\hL gr‘iculture that Mr, David Edwa&'ds sugsrested we «

should appl zoning and create economic -medium sized farms 6f "%;

rrewarding

betweerﬂ -five and sixty acres i’or' the most gmmtx farming. And
gir Arth hellwell opposed this idea, Instead, he Wanted mora; e '%
subsidies and ten families on fiw}e acres of land, In effec‘t I\ir'. Edwazﬂ

gsays: let us make agriculture more efficient than 1t now 1is because 1t

L 7o '

1s in the interest of the economy to do 80, Sir Arthur on the othér

hand says put as many people asgiposslible on the land and subsidise
the ghape of e 5
them. It seems to me that/Jamaica's future is more intimately iEieﬁ up

with which view prevells in this parti wlar debate than with almost

anything else that is now ,happening. So please think carefully a.bout
it 5 -Goodhight . ™ , e : : ‘ ¥ o

‘. > N
-
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Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I am sure most of you still remember the appearam

of Mr, Millard Jehnson on the Jamaican political scene Wy own viow-qﬁ
was and still is that his appearance was useful - e ‘n%gh Mr. A
Millard Johnson singled me ou for abuse. T tho a & seid 1t 48
at that time, that the Jamaican society co:11d \ .'Alith Mr, Mi’ll.lafd T
Johrison. The society did. The one point_pn - h I was really
critical about Mr. Millard Johnson was_*T nsinesg of seeing himsglf
and setting himself up as the begil the political emancipaaiol

’ B
movement in Jamalca. In order t&RA -eﬁ he had to dismi‘ss or mbek

. . & w o
at the pioneering hard work w;r Mr, Worman Ménley and Sir Alexan

Bustamante.

The point is: in to be the pioneer, in order to set your-
"

self up as the grea er, you Rave to cancél every:bhing that haa 5

* -,

gone before. to clestnDy the past and t.he acglievemehts'b-f

o |

the 'past be u ] long as they are there you eannot ‘b‘e the Great '*

"~

Beginner$ g0 the cuf‘b of the Great Beginner leads to,a dangerousu
destrﬁ@ urge within this society. ' ; y ;
It you are a musician then al¥® musio(_must begih :nrj.th you end youv?
will+go ou.t of your way to. savage the reputation of anybod¥ who was j
there before you. The music they<'produced was colonial and reéctionery,‘ﬂ
unrelated tos reality, out of tou’ch with the new gocial forces and the
new: _fer'ment, And then you will go on to state exactly the kind of
music that our timee and the new QC%sz and 'Ehe new situation require., -
And if it so happene thaf tf{e .r?eqo"lftfement;e of the tix'nes are exactly_
tne same as the only piec; of ymx music you have written. why, that

* - ; ; ;‘:v..ai s e ”

L4
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: -
only goes to show that you ‘are tge only person who is in touch with

the needs of them times: and mrou are the Great Beginner, the
begﬁinring»of'modern Jafnaic% Inuef‘v Or if you are a writer then 1't,
all began with you, or if you are in the theatre then there- W&,i no

.cv 3’ u -
real theatre unt‘ you appeared on the ‘egene, or if yo re an ar'b'is‘!;

then they were 81l colenial artists: - vic,tims of a% onialism o '
E

‘until you appeared on the sc"ene. w ; \
T
The virtue about this is that you are al %e important as f§
.. '
the ploneer than you would be 1if you webe kL] e of a long line, ',
P

J
\i
this does make ser;@ |

1

|-
q

in a twisted sort of way. From th
’ e , : : o ®

and artistic amd literary an 1tical ®enge of contix?.ity of the ‘.-. ;

society. And one of the gos aglc and unhappy: resu'lts of this is"'

the monumental self-dg

and " selﬁdeprecatién it engendgrs, Ve see =

‘A Jamaican starts a t?ew eﬁ%@mrise -1s

: : . @ &
it television, is ctory, 1& it a.farm:hgg co-operative - anﬁ g
».

it around us all thé

everybody e e\aryd pronhecies fa&lu’re. We seezg 40" h&ve 'a vested *f
7 - Jamailcan’ .’ g ¥

interest: erybody else'? failure. A/man 5e‘qs 2 big job and inqteai

of ce® as a great achj evement we antel ﬂte his .failinrf at it orﬁ

else becomin«z spoiled ‘ﬁy ;t You knqu, all thi° as wells as J; do. You

see 1t around you all the time° Jamaicans are selling Jamaica and theﬂ'
fellow Jamaicans short a¥l _the” time. And so the way ahead and the wayvz
up is made so‘much more‘difficult. And it all begins with the warped i
vanity of the Gre;t Beginner who bas to destroy everything in qrder

to be first, and who, ends up by unleaOh&ngﬁmric ugly destructive urge{

in the socie‘ty. Let us putk an end to 1‘!: Goednight

. ,"" b .

»
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Assassination of Togo' g?ivandsﬂeff«sd
Murder as a politlcal weapon
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on '

Monday Jan 18 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking & A
%

Good evening: The news of the assassinatien ofﬂﬁogo's Presidenfl

*

Sylvanus Olyppio means - in my view - thet 1963 is lik to be a -
rough year fof polities in Africa., If you excludew er of

Patrice Lumumba in the Congo, ‘and that was a ra erent situatié

from that of Togo, then the political murder mpioqintroduces

an Qd
a completely new and/enormously dangerous ;:Eg?'into African power

politics: and the new factor is: murd alid political_weapon.'i

But let us get our picture st @ Only last week ano"’c’fh;r' 4

bomb went off in Ghana, in ‘anoth Il:\%bmpt on the life of President

Nkrumah, And a little earlié had the news of .the short and explo ;

power struggle between P 1‘Saft;..eopold Senghor of Senegal‘and his :W

Prime Minister: Sengh(i::> and Prime Minister Dia was flung into
e

prison. And of cou re are records of other attempts to overthr@

“this or that Afric tate. So, &ﬁam.not saying that.the-atteﬁpﬁ.to-‘:
seize powen Asgaything_new ins Africa, What*4is new, and especially s
new for South 6f the Séhard% is the succéssful use of-murdgr_'
% 2 p@cal weapon, And a very stfiking feature of this new thing l%

&

is that it was carried out by elements in the country's military s x4

service, according té all available reports., Soldiers, the ﬁilibar&
gﬁardians of the country, whqée business it is to defend the land
from'both internal ana external enemies,‘have turned on fhe.Head-of-
State and shot him down in cold blood. And-in doing this they have
effectively destroyed the proposition that the rule of law is supreme
in Togo., In its place they have, in effect, put thesalternative
proposition that if ybu‘are strong enough you céﬁ outside the law, ;

Aaﬁﬁ bend the law to your,will.'And the tragedy, as we have seen in



TR TR T T e e e T W LA e T N TR

-

go many cases in the.rebent past the tragedy is' that once‘people
depart from the strictest observance of the rule Qf law, no matter
how noble their motlves flor doing so, it invariably ;;:ﬁ: ke to
dictatorship, tyranny and the rule of fear, And once you are set on

this road the way back to the rule of law 1q a long a d and

terrible Jjourney.
g And so it seems to me tnat the politiecal @of Sylvanm ¥ & :‘
Olympio will have far-raching after-effects o I O £ serious Q
bloml to the cause of African stabilit wcan development, ‘
pen Every power-hungry and ambitious you@ tician will now have this
successful example to spur him o ident Nkrumah who may actually
be glad aef the death of Olympio ma et live to regret it: his own ég
enemies may regard it as a to greater effort against him, -
What gives the d f lympio an added dimension of tragedy
is the quality of m c as. Let -me show you what I mean by quoting 1
some comments 01 ade on thesproblem of leadership, He enoe wrote
| "The AfY' Nleader who sériously ovef*-—estimates hie country 8
capacity wth will soon.find that he is forced to rely on
foreigf aiy to maintaih hisipolitical position, and it will be.then |
that the temptatipn to turn to one or the other power bloc will be ‘
greatestf, The political leader who promises his people a new highWay:
network or a hundred new schools may find that he has promise@ ﬁoo i
much, that he will at best be voted,\and at worst forced, éut of offic
unless he c%n‘fulfil his.p}omises,, At that moment he may well revert
to the dangerous policy‘of making external political commitments;..."
I think Olympio murder had a lot to do with his approach to the probld
.p#{African leadership. But, I will tell you about that'tombrrow, g0 l
. t111 then, goodnight., :
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NEWS COMMENTARY
- For transmission on
Tuesday Jan 15 at 6.15p.m i .
Peter Abrahams speaking . 1%?

Good evaning: o ; told you last night that I thought that part

of the reason for Olympio's murder had to do with the em‘ofy lj
political leadership in-  Africa. I quote you a pas Olyﬁﬁio f

had written on this subject. He talked about t an leader who,.
in order to gain power, makes fantastic pro ch are beyond |

“N

!1%e position of either

the capacity. This leader then find h

"

the possibblity of fulfilment because th z:g ry Just does not have

having to deliver what he promised e of beina voted or forced
N
out of power. In order to hold on to ower this leader may, in exchangi

for the needed aid (and now ﬂ:i:.guotlng Olympio's own words) : “Reverﬁy
to the dangerous policy (Ing external political commitments, and'f
this policy may be mu i8d by ites effects upon neighbouring’statesﬁ

for these, anxioug IN\preserve their sovereignty, may turn to the Q
~ % - L =3 §

other power blec.". " {
\ , .
Those th® murdered man's. words and they show how promisfng

his pe2§::>
into AT &>

I am not telling you anything new when I say that these views « -

moon can lead a politician into bringing the Cold War

-
By
of: Olympio add up to jué% about as sharp a éiticism of the policies

il T ,n_‘_;';._,.’u..m).;

of Kwame Nkrumah It is a simple point of faet that Nkrumah's polt&&&s
did as much as anything else to bring the Cold Wer into Africe Bouth |
of the Sahara: 1t was there in his brand of Pan=-Africanism, with which.
Olyppio did not agree; and in his co-leaderahip of the Casablanca

. states. Olympio on the other saw Nkrumch's PanSAfrican dream as rather:

-
-

unrealistic, He admits the need for co-operation bétweep the
bt~ s

. £r W e
independent African sﬁates,‘especiallg where these states-are in the



2

same reglon. Then he goes on to say: "Pan®Africanism has been put

forward -as an éll-embracing reméﬁdy. (Some peoplé}caﬁi the sameh;deaAf
' African Unity.) Aparf from the propogitibn tha%g?ew real-life problemé

are so simple that they possess only one solutié#&.no two African stgg

— : g

can agree on a simglé interpretation of the terms, yss the & =&

common heritage and institutions of Ghana, the Coy ng Ethiopia is .

N

=
eﬁéracteﬁ‘an@ggg
¥

1

]

clearly‘unrealistin. Nore important, however, t f
complexity of the problems facing us at hom speak of.African J:i
Unity in the face of existing economlc Q&l dieunity is to
avoid the central task to which we ‘3@ itted - the earliest .
péssible economic and social betterm of our people," ' 2%

il

So wrote Sylvenus Olympio. AN et, you know; there ‘are many ég

Jamaicans - and many of them e nighly educated - who’talk abdut:jl=b
Africa and the African ion as though they are talking about ;g
oné unified and si 1ety.~ Ej

Anyway, Oly conceptidffleadersh;pi led, inevitably,'tb'qgié
fall-out bet 3§\?i gself and Ngrumah. They were once very good E;iéﬁag
but over rs relations have grown bitterly cold., Indeed, soﬁng
of Nkregaall gey politicai enemies, like Gbedemah and igiéis weref @

operating from Togoyn What is likely to happen to these/politicals

e padl Ao
PICTI WP doh > S A

refugees now is anybody;s guess, All the indications are that tﬁe’tf
people whé.murdered Olympio are very friendly to Nkrumsh so they may‘ﬂ
hand his enemies over to. 'him, But whatever happens, the real problemi

» |
of 1eadership in Africa today is tha€7;;§ cannot now be a legal anéﬁrﬁ
oonstitutional opposition, subject to and protected by the rule»of 13@
" » fghe dem The opposition must kill or be killed. The death of Olympio

" heﬁvily underlines this tragedy of “African leazdership.  Goodnight,

)
% : -
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Good evening: Every now and then there is so much of the bad

news that 1s 'good' news, that it depresses me a little and I try

to get away from radio bulletins and newspaper report%fresh’
edsa

I \u;..

ddsasters., And the past few days were particularly nt. There

was the news of a couple of senseless murders NeYea and a dreadrﬁ
manhunt; there was the killing of one of Af wisest leaders; E

a number of people perished from the co Ehe United_States and -
A

._.'.,;,1*'[/

xixixx Europe, It was gldom, gloom, 1itt1e too much gloom.

S RS RRER R T S

I had to remind myself that there ﬁ%\ﬁ; ple 1n the world who were
: laugbing and happy and who lovedw other and were gentle and who
d1d not murder and who did g‘E!!e. But in order to convince myself |

of what I knew to be the I had to shut out the news for at lea§§

a dozen hours.

And so it w I picked up what I thought wag an ordinary

\-‘F’vif"
B ol

science-ficti ﬁ\a;v 1 The Jacket t0ld me that this was Bugo Gernsbf‘
famous clas 'Ralph 124041—p1us‘ H discovered that this book

|
i

had be gl B In nineteen-bundred and-eleven and it was set in théw
F future, the yeq?.twenty-six~sixty, which is over qeven-hundred- }%

years ahead into the futures And—a£r€firead*~i~stmqnnmf—tnto"1imrwnnﬁh}i
of tomorrow, ‘Allwthe'other'science-fiction stufT 1. Fad“?@ad“frcm* '?

time to time had bBen entertaining but the sort-of- %h—iﬁg-yorx—take—wi-‘bb

- a-pinch’of salt; more 1nventmm—tHarr Taot. But this—
__one_ waaAdifﬁaaanb Everything I read in this book was possible, It .
was very likely that thi future would Yook as tHis book said, All

that hes happe%g? since nineteen-eleven tends to:éonf}rm'thig. There

was hardly any aviation to-ﬁpéak of in 1911 and yet ihisf£§§ﬁgtalks f
of space-shlips and space Journeys and%nuclear power at a tigfﬁwhen‘

R o P P T R o P v R L v —— T e wiplsadp) = o




a : his sort of thing was unknown. oertainly, when I finally finished
ﬁhis book I felt I had taken & rare and unique glimpse into what the 4
Qworld of seven hudred years from now could be like. ?

And before you think I have been g0ld on a simple piece of .

science-fliction let me tell you that it is nothing of sort; f ﬂ

What Hugo Gernsback has done is thie: he hag take t:E:Zhnj.ca B

ﬁaéed'his

and scientific inventions and knowledge of his a

projections on what was actually theke, The ra s that he has

'«' & {'A‘ g T
ST Iy | (LA L SRR

8 astounding. Heo: . i ff
v ’ % '|
of new lightweight and stron@

predicted some amazing developments. For gg to have predicted

radar in 1911, years before it was
production . of
foretold mf the/artificial silk and

heat-resistent metals capable of ng up the friction of space .4@
of television, of g i

journeys; /:mﬁxthnnxhnxmakss WVity neutraliser, a.nd then he
X,

4
o
|
describes something whic now becoming a practical possibili yl

In the story the the u¥es a beam of light to cut through metal,

t generate the poyerA\N{ & death=-nay, to neutralise an enemy attack ,;ﬁ
by using the b Q 1light as a wall gagainst which the bombs bounce‘Ei
Does all th ‘eahd fantastic? Well, over ﬁhe.past three years;scineﬁié
haye dezeﬁ what the call the Laser (the word is a cond‘ensation‘ fq;%’
light a-

. Al
FERREES 2

ication by stimulated emission of radiation), This 1s

a beam of 1ight that can be controlled xkrkxtk and made so powerfuls j

when perfected ke
thak 1t cen cut through the hardest substance you like to name;/the - |

Laser can be a death-ray, it can be used 1n surgery, it can be used
o

as a sort of invisbile screen warding ogg ballistic missiles. The Leser

*

is Just being dev%goped now; and yet, a man.wrote a book over fifty

5]

yearse ago and predicted it. After‘reaqgng this my depression 1lifted.

o matter what the news bulletdns say, it is not all gloom, Some very‘”’1

wonderful %gﬁ”nn’e are happening? all about us all the &tme. ﬁ.ll ve haveﬁ
do is look and listen, Goodnight

2 ¥ a ,
"~ N
L3 '. s 3 'y.
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For transmission on
Thursday Jan 17 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The sudden and dangerous crisis that has developed
inside the BEuropean Economic Community - more popularly.known as the
European Common Market - is the creation of France's President
Charles De Gaulle, And because President De Gaulle 1s the kind of
man he 1is £his could be the most serious crisis for.Xurope since the
end of World War Two. And whether we like it or not, what happens
in Europe cen still have a most profound'effect on the economic and
political life of Jamaica. ©So I think it is in our interest to try
and understand this European Common Mafket crisis,

The crisis began on Monday of this week when President De Gaulle
in effect told a press conference that he personally, and therefore
France, did not want Britain to be admitted to membership of the
Common Market until ‘shewhad radically changed her relations with the
Commonwealth as well“as with the United States, He did not put it
as starkly as I am doing. But the essence and meaning were beyond
doubt.

Then, the following day, we had the news that five of the six
Common Market countries, West Germany, Italy, Belgium, Holland and
Luxambourg were opposed to De Gaulle and wanted Britain to be admitted,
So, on the face of it, De Gaulle seems to be alone, But my own view
is that if it came to a real showdown West Germany would side with
De Gaulle, But the fact of the matter is that France can by hekself
keep Britaln out of the Common Market because the membership rules
provide that any new member can only be admitted by unanimous vote.

of the five

So all the fuss and protestation/is really meaningless if De Gaulle
gy

has Teally decitfed to dig in his heels. I think that in any show=-



each
down the other five will soon realise that they/have too much to

lose by breaking up the Common Market over Britain's entry, and so
they will, with the greatest possible regret, dump Britain if they
have to. '

But is De Gaulle really opposed to Britain's entry? 4nd why?

I think that in order to get a sensible answer we might "as well aék
whether De Gaulle is anti-American, After all, .De Gaulle also expreese
total opposition to President‘Kennedy's idea - put forward on the
same day in his State of the Unlion Message - of an Atlantic partnershi
between the United States and an enlarged, Common Market. De Gaulle
said that he wanted the Common Market tg¢ be "properly European", and
not, and nowv I am quoting his own\words: "Any colossal Atlantiec
commugity under American leadership and dominance".

And this, I think, Brings us to the heart of the matter: who is
to lead the new Europe? I think that rightly or wrongly De Gaulle
feels that if Britain\lis admitted into the Common Market she 1is
bound to assume a position of leadership; in time it may well become
a dominant position of leadership - especially after De Gaulle and
Adenaur disappear from the scene, And I think De Gaullekfear is
that Britdain's outlook is not 'properly Eetppeamat', that she does not
really buy the concept of the new Europe being economically and
politically as important as either Russia or America and, if anything,
the superior‘of both in terms of moral, cultural and spiritual values.
If De Gaulle has his way then the new Europe 1s going to be nobody's
stooge and nobody's satellite: instead, it will be the equal of all
and the moral superior of most, pointing the way. That is being

'properly Ewmppean'. Goodnight.
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Good evening: Earlier this week, in discussing the killing of
the President of Togo, I quoted some of this whse man's words of
warning agalnst the big ppémises that political leaders<often make
in order to get elected.‘Some of you may remember,that his warning
made specific mention of 'a new highway network or a fundred new
echools', And then, almost as 1if to give immediate point and
meaning to Olympio's warning, we had the news of thousands of children
beihg turned away from schools in both the» Corporate Area as well
as in a number of rural areas in Jamaica. The truth of the matter
is that there has béen go much talk/about education, so many promises

; injected into any discussk

and so many half-promices ,"so much politics ImxmurxmEAumAEIBXXXRIEXX
of our educational problems, that I am rather glad of this salutary
shock to our educatdoniste., Please do not misunderstand me, I am
deeply distressed that children should be turned away from schools,
What I hope i®s that this will shake our educationists sufficgiently
for them 4o etop talking and to stop playing politics and get on with
the job of supplying school places.

And you know, I find this business of school places just a
little bit crazy. Most of the time we have sunshine in Jamaica; most

there are times when

of the time the weather is fine; mmEixmfxkkmxtime all we need is
shélter from the rain and shade from the bright glare of the sun,
And that is about the extent of it. And yet, for some strange reason
our educational authorities will not put up the kind of buildings
that these conditions indicate., Instead of haming supports and an

Axumimm aluminium roof and perhaps three or'four feet of wall - which

would give a cheerfully light and airy classroom, especially if it
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is surrounded by trees and flowering shrubs - our educatidnal authorit
gseem to go in for some of the silliest and ugliest and costllest
buildings. You know, even if we think England or Scotland or Wales
is the cat's whiskers, to try and reproduce the particular classroom
where we were happiest while working for our degree is nonseamse. The
sun hardly ever shines in those countries and so their buildings
are designed to keep out the cold. There 1s no reason for thick walls
and pokey little windows in Jamaica, When I was/a Boy in Africa my
classmates and I spent more of our school timein the open under
sbme shady tree. Perhaps this had something.to do with fact that
our teachers seemed much more cheerfuil/and tolerant and as a result
gave us a little better education than children seem to get today.
In any case, the idea of a shertage of school places is a little
rediculous: I can understand a shortage of ﬁeachers, a shortage of
desks and pencil and books, Bﬁt if we really wanted to we could turn
almost every other shade tree - especially in rural Jamaica - into a
place where childrenware educated., And as far as the Corporate Area
is concerned, I think that if the people at the Ministry of education
would listen to those whose experience 1is greater than theirs, the
' whole country would benefit. The churches have been in education for
a very long time: they have built classrooms ofi shoe-string budgets
and could certainly be very helpful to the Ministry. But unfortunately,
and I have told you about this before, there are some ymumg people
who feel they cannot be taught anything because they are officials of
the Ministry and because their papér qualifications sugxmxk are good.
I hope this turning away of thousands of childreh will shake them
out of thelr complacency. Certainly, I think we need to take another

really searching look at what constitutes school spece., Goodnight.
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Good evening: As far as the news is concerned this week began
rather badly but I am glad to be able to end it on a high and happy
note, This high and happy note is the news that sometime this year,
most likely in the last quarter of the year, we will have our own
detergents ig;;hll operation in Jamaica. The coming of this detergent
factory toﬂJamaica is important and happy newg for exactly the same
reasons that I gave you on Saturday January the fifth when I discussed
the setting up of the animal feed factory)which will go into operation
next month. The only difference is<{that the zEiiimgxupxmfxikke
detergents factory will, in the_ long.run, be a much bigger and more
important operation for Jamaica, but let me sketeh in the background,

In 1955 Jmmaica 1mported_aboﬁt 276 tons of detergents ( you know
the stuff, Tide, Omo}zga the like). At an average price of 8200 a
ton this works out aé Just over fifty-five thousand pounds, By 1958
our imports of dgtergents had gone up to one thousand tons which
cost us roughly, two-hundred thousand pounds. In 1959 imports of
detergents had gone up to one-thousand two-hundred and forty tons,
and this cost us Jjust under a quarter of a million pounds, And please
remember that every fime we imported detergents we exported our
preclious money.

In 1960 the local soap industry was so disturbed by the inroads
made by dtergents that they prmx put pressure qﬂ the then government
to restrict the ilmporting of detergents. Some of you may remember
that at the time I opposed restriction and suggested~instead that we

produce our own detergents locally, The then Minister of Trade

restricted the importing of detergents to 900 tons and I thought my
idea of a local factory had been rejedted. But apparently the



the Coconut Industry Board as well as those foreign firms which sold
detergents here, took the idea very serliously and explored and
discussed it. In any event, in 1961 our imports of detergente shot

up to 1,668 tons and we exported over three-hundred and thirty-three
thousand pounds of our much needed money in the form of payments for
these detergents. And last year we imported roughly four<hundred
thousand pounds worth of detergents, or roughly“about two thousand
tons of the stuff,

So the situation quiéé simply is that detergents is big and
growing business, Certainly, this 1s a,%;ii; on which I do not have
to persuade any housewife., She knows it/ for herXself. She knows :g:t
difference it has made to her laundry and her housekeeping., And
this mean® that we either ﬁg;i on importing more and more detergents
and exporting more and more-of our badly needed national wealth, or
else we produce the stuff locally.

The government has now given Seprod the go-ahead to set up the

we will not export our
detergents faétory. And as with the animal feeds factory/ a minimum
of roughly half a million pounds which we would have exported will
remain in, the countryv next year and go into local development, and
into 1improving our balance of trade position, and into helping to
create jJobs for people here, And as with the animal feed factopy,
the profits from the detergents factory, when they start coming?.
will benefit all Jamaica because again there are no private shgre-
, . proposed
holders. Seprod, and therefore the/animal feed and detergents
are

factories, =arExxix owned by the €ononut Industry Board, the most

successful 8tatutory Board in Jamalca. Goodnight.
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Good evening: Mr. Hugh Gaitskell, the leader of the British
Labour Party, died on Friday night. Today the British Parliamentary
Labour Party met and started the long debate that will lead to the
choice of a new leader for the British Labour Party. \ The tributes
to Gaitskell's great talents have been paid; his rriendevll over the
Sommonwealth and all over the world mourn his untigely aeath - and
at the same time those who were closest to him must set about the
very practical business of finding @ réplacement. This is how it
always is when someone dies who 18 both a person and a symbol., And
above all else - for domestic™British polities, that is « Hugh
Gaitskell represented the aceceptable compromise between the leftwing
and the rightwing within the British Labour Party. His was a sort
of moderate, non-doctrimaire socialism with no dogma to it.

Out of their long experience the British have learnt the importam
of institutions amd the virtues of compromise, This, to a large extent
is respongible for the fact that you find within the British Labour
Party opinions that are as rightwing and reactionary as those of any'
Tory backwoodsman on the one side, and opinions that are as leftwing
afxk as those of x:iyﬁommunistﬂ amt on the“other side, But although
British maturity.is largely responsibile for the fact that these
political extremes can co=exist with;n the British Labour Party. the

quality of the leaders of the Labour Party had 'a great deal to do
with it.

Some of the biggest battles between the rightwing and leftwing

within the Labour Party took place shortly after the second world war,

-]
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at the time when Labour had won power and Britain was being turned
into the Welfare State under the deceptively quiet leadership of
Mr, Atlee. Those were the days when the leadership of the British
Labour Party was a roll-call of Britain's political giants: there was
Sir stafford Cripps, there was Eenest Bevin, there was Hugh Dalton,
there wag Herbert Morrison, there was James Griffith, and‘of course
there was the fire-eating Aneurin Bevan and his tough &nd brilliant
group of leftwing supporters led by Michael Foot, In those days
Labour seemed sco rich in leadership material that the death of anyone
of these 1leaders could not possibly have any bearing on an election
result, In contrast, the Conservative(Party of those days had Mr,
Winston Churchill and Mr. Anthony Eﬁenr and no one else that could
command national support.v :

Today the picture is totally different. The death of Mr, Gaitskel
has created a crisis for \the Labour Party, both internally and on
the national scene, Within the party he had established his authority
completely and on the national scene it loocked very much as though
he would lead a revitalised Labour Party to victory at the next
elections, ‘He had won every battle inside the party and he seemed
ready to wrest the Premiership of Britain from Mr, Macmillan, Now,
suddenly, his Labouf Party looks divided and leaderless, Certainly,
neither M.r George Brown nor Mr, Harold Wilson nor Mr. James Callaghan
presently enjoy the kind of national prestige that‘ ®¥ins elections,
So Mr., Macmillan might well decide to call elections this year, while
the Labour Party is still suffering from the/igggi, confusion and
lack of leadershlp and direction caused by the death of ﬁugh Baitskell

Goodnight. ’
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Good evening: The very important meetingg between the Minister
on the future role of the Scogty,

of Agriculture and the leaders of the Jamaica Agricultural Society,/
iin either going on now or ;:n about to xmxmmX take’ place soon.
I am glad of this meeting and of the fact that it willsbe out of the
glare of publicity. This will help to remove the question of 'face'
from the talka and will thus make easier, we hope, an understanding
between the Minister and the Soclety.

I am sure the kg leaders of thefoclety have much too much
sense to misunderstand and misread the meaning of the Prime Minister's
intervention in this dispute When he made his surprise appeafance at
the Half Yearly meeting., Ifthe leaders of the Socliety rcad this as
a sort of capitulationm it\might lead them into thinking that they are
bargaining from a position of strength., And this, in turn might lead
to a certain attitude of arrogance. I think this would be a very
grave mistake on the part of the Society. The elected government of
the country“(no matter of which pgrty) is the highesﬁ authority &n the
land, put there by the majority of the people and we cannot be
contemptuous of the government without at the same time being
contemptuous of the majority of our fellow citizens. But I am sure
this is not a point that I have to bring to the attention of the
leaders of the Jamaica Agricultural Society. If anything, they are
more acutely aware of it than I am, And so I expect the talks to be
cordial, sensible and constructive,

One of the points which I hope will be discussed very carefully,

because it is a very important point, is the one on the government's



relations with statutory bodies., And this 1s not simply an agricultural
question: the I.D.C., the Tourist Board, the Coconut Industry Board,
,and some others,

the J.B.C. itself - all these/are statutory bodies and therefore
affected by this question. What sort of relations should the governmat
have with these bodies?

To make any sort of sense of this question, I think we must ask
a further question: What is the point of establishing statutory bodies
I think the only sensible justification for statutory bodies is that
they should peform the function for which/they were set-up more
effectively, more efficiently and more quiekly than it can be performed
by any government department. If any, government department can

a particular
perform/amy function more effectively than a statutory body then
there 1s no point in having. 8 staturtory body to perform that function,
I think that once we get this point clear we can begin to answer our
first question. The point is that a statutory body is set up to BEm
perform a particular function with a greater freedom, a greater

a greater effectiveness
flexibility/and‘\greater speed than is possible for a government
department, Itwoften also performs functions which a government as such
It 1s easier for the I.D.C. to erect factory bulldings

cannot perform, SmxikExmeskxayxiowsxfirxtxamswerxizxiiakxzyery
than it is for the Ministry
xxxiukoryxRoRyxmuxtxfRrekiow of Trade and Industry; it 1s easier for
the Tourist Board to be in constant touch with tourist interest and to
promote tourism than it is for the same ministry; it is easier for
the Coconut Industry Board to establish a detergents factory; easier
for the J.A.S. to organise the farmers., So statutory bodles are much
more than jJjust government departments. They are independent bodies
set up by the government and subjJect to broad policy guidance by the

government. But here we run into the problem of definitaions, which

I will discuss tomorrow: so till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: The Jamaica Industrial Development Corporation,
The Jamaica Tourist Board, The Banana Board ANO A HOBT OF OTHERs
are statutory bodies which were established by the government. The
Jamaica Agricultural Society on the other hand, pre-dates the
government as we know it today. It was formed wWay -back in 1895 and
it was incorporated in 1941 by the passing of awspecial law, So the
J.A.8. 1s a rather special kind of statutory.body. But it does get
an annual financial grant from the government. And this 1s one of
the key characterastics of the statutory bodies; they can call on
the government for financial help. And here that old truism comes
into play. ‘'He who pays the piper, calls the tune'., And the tune in
this case 1s the broadspolicy guidance these bodies must accept from
the government. Certainly, it would be foolish to expect any govern-
ment to finance any erganisation whose functions are calculated to
elther undermine\confidence in that government or else to bring down
that government. ©So the first thing any statutory body must do is
accept broad policy guidance from the government of the day.

But what is broad policy guidance? There are some people who
feel that the Minister must be in constant touch with the executive
head of the statutory body for which he is reéponsible, in much the
same way that he is in constant touch with his permanent secretary.
These people will hasten to add that they are only thinking of certain
key statutory bodies whose activities can and do affect the governmentt
day to day policles. I would consider the J.A.S., the I,D.C., the

" E.3
Tourist Board as such 'sensitive' statutory bodies. Certainly, we

have had dramatic evidence in recent months of what explosive



party political dynamite can be fashioned out of the activities of
and direct

these bodies. Those who favour constant/Ministerial contact with

the statutory bodies Justify this by saying that any government has

the right to impose its wishes on the statutory bodies,

Then there is the opposite school of thought whichsfeels that
once a government has set up a statutory body and laid down its broad
policy, that should be the end of 1t; The Ministersheuld not go
near the body and should have no contact with the executive head.
These people are inclined to agree that there sghould be financial
accountability to ensure that public money 18 wisely and carefully
spent. But their greatest concern is that there should be no contact
between the politicians and the people®who work within the stat&tbry
bodies. The great fear of these people is that such direct government
intervention could lead to a‘situation where the people working for
these bodies are more concerned with winning the approval of the party
in power rather thanyéggng what 1s best for the country.

I am inclined 'to support a third body of opinion which falls
roughly between these two extreme views, I think a certain amount of
pressure @f“some sort 1s pretty well inevitable, Let us face it, neithe

once it ds in power

party/is, going to finance any body to act against it. On the other hanc
it would be good if the executive officers of thesé bodies could work
in the confident knowledge that they must only take oders from their
boards of directors. And I think an ideal lbng term solution would be
to make these boards bi-partisan, with the majority party nominating
the chalrman and a majority of members on each board and the minority
party nominating the rest. Certainly, this seems a most sensible way o

zaping making sure that the usefulness of statutory bodies is not

destroyed by extreme party politics, Goodnight,
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Good evehing: Let us treat the rest of this week as 'Civics Week'
because I think there are a number of very important civics problemé
that ought to be given public thought and attention,.r E¥ery now and
then some public spirited citizen will raise his or hgr voice in
protest at the way dirt is dumped at some publlciplace, or at the
foul conditioné in which food is sold, or at‘phe filthy state of ourir
city streets., Often, this kind of protest-has soﬁe little effect,
the place protested about looks clean for a week or two, and then
it all slips back to what it was, before the protests were made. This
business of keeping up, of sustaining any good effort, 1s one of
the most important problemswwe face, The fact that conditions are
improved under pressupré€efipublic opinion and then slip back again
when the pressure i8, ne Jlonger there, shows that those whose Jjob it
is to keep the city“elean are not really interested in what they are
doing or understand the importance of it.

And, you,know, it is all very well for some of us to make a big
song and dance about the maturity and the political wisdom and the
gophistication of the Jamaican worker - my own view 1is that we are
not doing the Jamaican worker, or Jamaica itself, any service if we
do not tell the worker when he 1is wrong and where he is wrong. And

vast numbers of
the one point on which I personally will find fault with/kke Jamaivan
workers is their lack of pride in the job. I have often had the
impression that the Jamaican worker, male or female, could not care
less about how the job is done, provided he or she got the money.

There is no pride in the Job or in how the job is done; and this in

turn meanes that the worker does not think anything better is'expected



of him by his fellow workers or by his employers or by the general
public wissmie-eder: or if he does think that they expect something
better of him, he could not care less,

I know that some people will be only too eager to agree with me
this far. But let us go a little further. Transport these selfsame
workers to the United Kingdom or to the United States ands/there is
a fantastic transformation. We have evidence of it.Jeamaican workers
in Britain have a very high reputation for their Industry, trustworthi
ness and bride in the job. The same thing is true of the UYnited
States., In fact the Jamaicans tend to emérgeé as the leaders in their
particular field of activity. So, what 18 the reason for this odd
state of affairs?

The answer is very simple.really. In both Britain and the United
States there is no shame, no, lower of status attached to working with
one's hands., A man whé i8 & chimney sweep or who delivers coal or who
digs up roads or who.sweeps streets is not regarded as being any less
than a man who works in an office. Even more: the public cleansing
worker in these eountries is proud of the job he does because he
knows how Important his job is to the community, and he knows that
both his community and his fellow workers will reppect him if he does
his job well, And so, when the Jamaican worker suddenly finds himself
ina society where there 1is no lowering of status attached to manual
work and where he 1s respected on the basis of his performance, he
‘sets about and shows what he can do. The fault then is not simply
with the worker: primarily it 1s with the society's attitude to so=cal
unskilled manual labour, That is problem number one that we must

overconme, Good night.
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Good evening: Agong my recent. mail from lisé%ers were two
letters that bear very directly on the problems of civies. The
first one was from Mr. Desmond Elder of Kingston and dealtl with
what Mr,., Elder described as 'The disgusting conditiong/of the area
immediately surrounding the new Sheraton Kingston'i.» The Government,
says Mr, Elder, has financed and built a pleasant looking structure
and has landscaped 1t; but then the government neglected to finish
the project in that the areas to the morth, south and south-west of
the hotel are eyesores, Add to this the temporary shacks adjoining
the Liguanea Club and the appreaches to what is in fact an important
new tourist attraction becomes anything but attractive.

So t%at situation 1e that we go to the trouble of building a
really impressive new hotel and then we forget or do not bother to
make the sumrpundings ExuxxXyx attractive, But I do not think it id
fair to blame this state of affairs on the central government. If we
want to blame it on anybody then I think we should blame it on the
Kingston,and St. Andrew Corporation Council, It seems to me that
once the hotel was up our City Fathers would have seen the importance
of making its surrounds as clean and attractive as possible., But in
any case, I do not think the fixing of blame is important. A much
more important element to me is the fact that the workers of the
Public Cleansing Department as well as th entire K.S.A.C. set-up
did not of their own accord see that this state of affairs detracts
from the hotel,

The sefond letter, which illustrates the point in éﬁe rather
different way, is from Mrs, Mary Mille of lMontego Bay and deals with
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attitudes of educated young civil servants in the postal and other
government services as well as young shop assistants in their
dealings with o0ld and useful citizens who happen to be illiterate,
Mre, Mills speaks from her own experience of the contempt these young
people in post offices show to the old people who have_to beg their
help in filling out forms. And she tells the touching story of an :
old landg going into a book store to buy a reader for, asgrandchild
she is probably putting through school, and being treated with
derision because she could not give the title of the book. The fact
that she could describe which book it wasjfznored: the pig thing was
to show up the old illiterate!

Now, as far as I am concerned thié represents just about as
false a set of values as you(ean look for., I think it shows that
these young people dg not know what is a good citizen., It seems to me
that these young people;§g§2et that in order for them to be in the
civil service or to hold down other white collar jobs the older
generations, the old illiterates,had to make many sacrifétes. But
above all they seem to be sold on the false notion that a good
citizen ds Judgé&by the way he or she speaks and dressesg and the
school ‘he or she went to. And so we get the notion of the good citizer
as the smart type who went to the right school; who knows the right
people and has the right friends; who does not do manual labour but
works in an office or behind a counter, And all those who earn their
living by using their hands, and who are illiterate and who do not
wear the right clothes and do not have the right manners are made
to feel that they are, in Mr, Kipling's words: 'The lesser breed
without the law', And once you make people feel no good; then their
behaviour is likely‘to be no good. So where do we go from here?

Goodnight.
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Good evening: In order to try and pinpoint what seems to me
one of our moét crauial problems I may have overstated my case;
so let me make some qualifications. There are Jamaicansin the civil
service, in the post office, in private offices, behind counters,
who do not make their.fellow-countrymen who aresilliterate wh who
do manual work, feel 1nferior.‘In fact there ds a large army of
these people who are very good and who, are doing everything in their
power to correct this state of #8fairs. . So the thing I should hate
igs for any of you to feel that I ‘have been discussing these problems
of civics in order to criticise or condemn any section of the Jamaican
community. Also, I do not.think one can or should use the structure
of a sociéty as an excuse for the short-comings of all its citizens.

You have beggars and, thieves in every soclety; you have irresponsible
people and anti~soeial types in every society. So 1t is not these
people I amthinking about. Buafgather, I am thinkiné of that worker*
who 1s soycasual and offhand, who has no pride in his job, who ddes
the least _he has to - and yet who 1s completely transformed when
he goes to another country. How do we get him to perform in Jamaica
as he performs when he hits Britain and the United States?

First, I think we must learn to give him the respect he is entitl
to as a worker., And in order to do that we will have to transform our
outlook and our sense of values, And this will only happen when we
understand clearly and compietely that the man who keeps our st;eets
clean, who sees that our sanitation is in good order, is socially

more valuable to the community as a whole than is the man who makes

a fortﬁne importing cosmetics. Sure our women must have their cosmetlic
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But cosmetics are not a necessity in the same way that good sanitation
is. The society will not be threatened with dangerous epidemics if
the cosmetics business breaks down. All that will happen is that women
will be Jjust a little more equal,

By the same token the old illiterate countryman who has five
or ten acres in cane or in citrus ar in bananas is soc¥ally and
economically more valuable to the soclety as a wheole than is the
bright young insurance executive., Again, thed{teacher in the country-
side maintaining his family as best he can on his meagre salary 1s‘
socially much more useful to the society aswa whole than the merchant
who imports the sheerest nylon stockings or the latest style in
drainpipe panﬁs or the latest ties oryshirts., It seems to me thsot
it is all .a question of values and ﬁhat once we get our values right
we will be over the hump, OQur street cleaner will know that the
society appreciates the“importance of his Jjob and he will do it .with
new pride and a new gense of responsibility so that no-one wilf‘
have to tell him to-tidy up the surrounds of the Sheraton Kingston:
he will know that it is part of his responsibility to his community.
It will then be the pride of resp®nsibility of the young person in
the post office to help the old illiterate. The thing 1s that onece
you start going 1in the right direction it has a snowball effect; But
any real beginning must be based on understande%o let us think out
our values.

And then let us begin to bulld a sense of pride in good and hones
work that is socially useful; once we do that social responsibility
will follow, Goodnight \



No 645 1) Primary Schools Committee
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Good evening: Now that the Prime Minister has announced the
compogition of the Committee which will examine the school space
problem I hope th&t the public, as well as all the organg of public
opinion, will take it easy on the rather hot debate that has been
raging around this matter. I hope we will all give thé Committee a
chance to examine the matter without being éﬁbjected to the public
pressure and clamour that can often lead towdecisions of expediency
which are not necessarily good for thescountry. I know this is what
the Americans would call a 'hot potasbo' of great propaganda value:
both politicians and press can go to town on it. But it is aleo an
urgent national matter; and\so ﬁy hope 1s that until the Committee
has put some ideas before th country we will let 1t work in peace,
Certainly, I do not'propose to either nag it, criticise it, or advise
it until it has worked out its plans and put them forward., The only
thing I would ‘dosis to aEX urge them to move as fast as possible,

Now for a.word about the very urgent matter of Tourism,., Over
the weekend Mr., Abe Issa, the Chairman of the Jamaica Tourist Board,
gave a sort of progress report on the present situation of the
Tourist imamusmkry trade. Mr, Issa discussed the reasons for the fall
off in the trade and some of the things that could and should be done
to restore the trade, What I would like to do here is to pick up
what seem to me a few fundamental points about the tourist trade,

First let us look at it in terms of the national economy. Tourism

what is known as
is part of/Jamaica's Invisible Trade. invisisble becamee we cannot
say that we s0ld the tourists so many bottles of sunshine or so many

pounds of Jamaican service and friendliness and hospitality., But



there is nothing invisible about the results of the tourist trade,

In 1956 Jamaica's net earnings from Invisible Trade amounted to just
over four million pounds; in 1960 this same invisible trade had
risen to twelve million pounds =~ and tourism was responsible for

most of this fantastic rise, In 1961 vésitors who camé to Jamaica
for holidays egpent Just under thirteen and a half million pounds.
They spent this large sum of money on hotels andwguest houses, on
shopping, on travelling around the island and on entertainment. And
once you start thinking carefully about these& things you will realise
that these activities of the touristssereated a large number of jobs
for Jamaicans; Jjobs for hotel workers,,for transport workers,for shop
assistants, I cannot tell you just how many people are employed
either directly or indirectly, 1nsthe touri#t trade but all you have
to do is to look at the Hotels and at Jamaica's tourist resort areas
to realise that it must be a very large number indeed. My own guess
is that tourism is probably the second largest employer of labour
after sugar. Se, for me, purely in terms of creating jobs, tourish

$8 very important. If it cellapses it will thrgs?zhggsands of ordinary
people out, of work. That 1s point number one which I am not sure we
all appreeiate as fully as we should., Point number two 1s that it is
not in our own interest to treat touriste in such a manner that they
don't want to come back, So I would like to see two things done: let
us charge the tourist ( and everybody else who buys that kind of
service) an extra ten percent and do away with the whole business of
tipping. The corraipting effect of tipping on both tipper and tipped
is horrible to behold; and second, let us make begging a punishable
offence. Goodnight,



No 646 The E.C.M. Crisis - and the Problem
of European 'Independence',
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For transmission on
Tuesday January 29 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: It was Just twleve days ago = on Thursday January
17th - that I dihscussed the sudden and dangerous crisis_that had
developed when President de Gaulle of France suddenly decidfed that
he did not want Britain to be admitted to theg European’ Common Market.
Well, kExaxse in order to avold a complete collpase of the talks the
Benelux countries - or at least xizzn of them, Belgium and the
Netherlands - proposed a postponement. This«postponement ended
yesterday. Just what the outcOme of ‘these resumed talks will be, is
anybody's guess. What I feel weqought to do here is to try and
clear the air a little and get back’ to an understanding of the issues
involved, At the moment the attempt seems to be to make President.
de Gaulle villadn of thewpiece and I do npt think this 1is going to
help anybody. So, back to fundamentals,

Why does de Gaulle oppose Britain's entry into the Common Market?
De Gaulle himself said that he wanted the European Common Market to
be 'properly European' and not 'any colossal Atlantic Community
under American leadership and dominance.' Rightly or wrongly, he
feels that Britain with her special relationship with the United
States and with the Commonwealth, will not be primarily concerned
with furthering European interests. Rightly or wrongly, as de Gaulle
sees it, Britain could, once she assumes leadership within the
6ommunity bring Europe under American leadership and dominance,

And you know, the moment you start examining this position
dispassionately you find that it is not as unreasonable as British
and American propagandists try to make it out.

As a purely objective proposition I think de Gaulle is right in
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his view that Britain is not 'properly European' and that her aim is
to put the Common Market under American leadership and dominance.

Now, if you see everything in the world in terms of the Cold War
between Russia and the United States then it is of course very easy
to take a stand on this. That which is against communism is bound to
be for the West and for democracy: and since the United States 1is
the most powerful representative of the West and both.the economic
and military shield of the West, all anti-communists must accept
United States leadership. It seems to me that this is in fact the
kind of rationalisation that Sénator Fu;bright and the U,S. Foreign
Relations Committee are working towarde. I think the concern expressed
in the United States when France and Germany signed, on Tuedday of
last week, a treaty of political, military and cultural co-operation,
is another manifestation of this evolving concept.

But if you do noti see everything in terms of the Cold War, then
something very interesting comes to light. And that is this: Russia
today has her Chin&, and her Albania - both communist states that do nat
accept the propositiontigi Russla is the guardian of all’communist
wisdom arid has a divine right to lead the communist world. And now
the United States has her France whose Government is quite as anti-
communist as that of the United States but who does not feel that
the United States has a divine right to lead the non-communist world,

both the United States and Russia
S0 in this respect we can say that mmmxmfRxkkeExugiyxfLEaiwrezxzfxihs
are faced with problem of having allies who refuse to be
geidxNxexixxkRakxixxizadgxxioxkhnexezorgepkxuf Satellites, And the way
they react to these'diffticult friends' is strikingly similar in some
respects, But much more important is the fact that de Gaulle today

represents the fight for European political and economic independence.

And this could bear very strongly on the shape of the future: but more
on that tomorrow. So till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: Last night I told you that President de Gaulle
of France representskx the fight for European political, and economic
independence; and I told you that I thought kxka&kx this could bear
strongly on the shape of the future. Let me try to.explain:

Europe represente roughly 4,129,908 square miles of land; it
represents roughly 600,000,000 people; it represents, in overall terms
the highest level of social economic and political justice yet
attained by mankind. Within Europe,and especially western Europe,
there 1sﬂ; Breater freedom fér the individual than anywhere‘else
on earth; there is a greater¢degree of social security; there 1é a
richer flowering of culture'and the arts, There is an older and more
honoured tradition of dissent than anywhere else in the world, And
by the way, the United“Kingdom is included in this Europe., It is this
Burope that founded empires and trade’in gslaves and gave the world
the scientific, and technological knowledge that made possible today's
Journeyssinto space and atomic submarines and the miracle of modern
television, This is a factual description, not an emotional one,
Before, and between the two world wars Europe was the political and
economic centre of the world., And then came the collapse of empire and
the decline of Europe. In the East and in the West the new political
and Bconomic giants took over, But even in decline Europe represented

historcal
maturity, a genius for understanding/movements and trends and a
superlative capacity for survival and recovery. If you want evidence,
there 1s the economic miracle over the past fifteen years or so; there

ie the political miracle of the creation of the single European

identity after centuries of rivalry and war; and there is the signing



last week of the treaty of co-operation between France and Germany,
the traditional and historic enemies.

Add all this together: give it esomowmbe—ewd military viability,
give it a clear and independent political vislon, and you have a
remarkable new force on the world scene, This is a force,.that 1is
economically as strong as, and potentially stronger  than;the giant
of the East on the one side and the giant of the“West oh the other.

Let us face it, the power conflict between Russia and the United
States has led the world into an impasseys As far as the two great
powers are themselves concerned, whatssort of end can there be to the
Cold War? You either have a war in whieh’they destroy each other and
most of the rest of the world, orelse one capitulates/:ﬁdthe other
becomes the sole ruler of the world. If they avoid war then they
will, in th;J;ompettition, continue the division of the world into two
blocs with each becoming more and more insiséeht on having dictatorial
leadership within, ite ‘bloc - and in time the value differences might
become blurreds

3 the

I think“the emergence of the new Europe, with/independent vision
that de Gaulle wants for it, can point the way out of this destructive
and sterile sitvation. The Europeans have coped with communism within
their own countries and they know that they can lick it economically.
And so they do not allow it to become an\ obsession., And so the new
Europe, especially if it 1s aided and abetted by the new unity of
Christendom, could take a new direction that could make the Cold Ear
irrelevent, All this, I sug est,-}s inv?lyed_}n de Gaul}e's fight

Gt porw V) Rt av &,
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and—dominesces"- @he vision is both grand and hereic. Goodnight.
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Good evening: From what I said last night and the night before
on France's veto of Britain's membership of the Commoh Market you will
realige that 1 do not agree with those who see President de Gaulle's
action as stemming from arrogance or hatred or thé desire to dominate
Europe or humiliate Britain. I told you how I €aw-de Gaulle's motivatic
and I expressed the view that de Gaulle's concépt of a strong and
independent new Europe showed a dramatie, way.out of the present impass:
of the politice of the Cold War. But having said all that, and having
made it quite clear that I thinkede Gaulle repfesents historical
progress in this matter, I still find it possible to regret the
breakdown of the talks: the 1mméd1ate consequenceg of the breakdown
could kax® be to hit some eountries, and Jamaica 1s one of thenm)
pretty hard.

But I think thewecountry that will be hardest hit is the United
Kingdom itself: and she is going to be hit where it hurts most - in
her desperate drive for markets. In order to maintain the relatively
high standard of livingko er people Britain must sell her manufactur
goods abroad on reasonably good terms, In additlion she must continue
to give her farmers the assistance and protection they now enjoy. So
what are the markets to which she has aceesé? First, there is the
Commonwealth, But obviously, if the Commonwealth markets could absord
all of Britain's manufactured goods there would have been no need to
look for other markets. Unfortunately, although the Commonwealth is
very‘large in erea and porulation it reprecsents a relatively small
market for British manufactured goods. The reason is simple., The vast

ma jority of Commonwealth member countries have a very low spending pow



Canada, Australia, New Zealand are the only member countries with
living standard that are anywhere near the llving standards of Western
Europe or the United States. And these three relatively affluent
@ommonwealth members have very tiny populations. The members‘with
large populations - the African and Asian members of thalCommonwealth-
really large
are too poor to be/gma® markets for British manufactured goods. Add
to this the fact that in Canada, Australia and New Zealand - as well
as in the poorer Commonwealth countries = she ‘hag«to compete with
exports from the United States, Western Furopeand Japan, and you
have the picture of a country struggléng desperately even to retain
the small markets within her own Commonwealth., So much for the
Commonwealth markets.,

As far as United States¢markets are concerned things are even
rougher. American manufacturees want the American domestic market for
themselves and they haveimade it very tough for any outsider to get a
foothold, Indeed the,United States Congress is very sensitive to the
powerful pressures, of the business lobby for protection: and the
level of protection is very high., And so, in order to get the added
markets ghe needed to no more than hold her own, Britain was forced
to turn, finally to the flourishins# European Common Market which she
had rejected a few years earlier, Now it has rejected her, largely
because she would not turn her back on the Commonwealth or the United
States. And let us face it the Commonwealth has not often behaved in
a manner that deserved this kind of sacrifice from Britain: and the
United States has often dealt so harshly with Britain as to make the
the so=called Anéb-American partnership a mockery. I think this

British sacrfiftee deservea better partners, Goodnight.



No 649 “Knocking the Trade Unions
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Good evening: The technique of ¥hat the Americans have so aptly
named as 'brainwashing' and the Chinese Communists have_go cynically
named 'self-cultivation' 1s one of the most subtle amd dangerous
things in the world: and it is also one of the simpleést/things. It is
as dangerous and as simple as this: If you ori I teld ourselves as
the very last thing at night/igdthe very firs thing in the morning
that life 1s ugly; and if we interrupted whaﬁéver we are doing at
regular intervals throughout the day t¢ remind ourselves that life is
ugly; and if we regularly told everybody with whom we came into
contact that life is ugly; and if we forced this view on those over
whom we have power and authority - we will end uﬁ \ ¢ ‘gg;ct
that life really is ugly. And the people on whom we have forced this
view will also end up, accepting it as a fact that life is ugly. This
is brainwashing in\its crudest form; and there are elements of this
around us all the time. The selection of our news so that only the
ugly and«sordid appear in the press or over the radio as 'good news'
is an example of this crude form of Brainwashing, And I am very glad
to see that the Vatican newspaper has recently attacked this brand of
news selection, Because we are fed with this kind of news day after
day we end by belleving that the world is as ugly as the newspapers
say it is., And we expect all our fellow men to behave like the thieves

ér the murderers or the rapists or the warmongen; or the race-haters

or the child-beaters that the news tells us about every day. And this

T oo ioQ 8,
becomes the norm. l\sug&' WIS R (R be .
J
I am mentioning thkis again because I have detected in recent

months what seems to me an unhealthy attempt to brainwash the Jamaican



community about the role played by the trade union movement in the
life of the community. Please do not get me wrong. I am not saying
the trade union movement in Jamaica should not be criticised. Indeed

I think the trade union movement will benefit very greatly Rrxmmxax

if it got more criticism of a really constructive natufe, For instance
I would very much like to know what happens to the ainion=dues that
members pay: is this money used to se%/workers' educational classes,
or an unemployment fund from which the workers ¢an draw in the event
of a long strike, or to supplement such sidckmess benefit as they
might get? I would have expected the eritics of the trade union
movement ( who_always say that they,are speaking or writing for the
good of tne movement and the country), I would have expected them

to deal with these toplcs whichware of vital interest to the whole
society. I think that iftour unions achieved the setting up of the
things I have just mentioned they will, at the same time, have achlevs
a very high degree ofytrade union and social maturity which will be
reflected in labour, relations, productivity and a sense of responsibi%
; digcussing

to ®he wholewseclety., But instead of/thls the critics go on harping
on the politics of the unions until there is an impression that this
is both asterrible thing and a uniquely Jamaican thing. Some critics
have even gone as far as accusing the finions of preparing the ground
for communism. This is utter nonsense. Bhe union-party connection is
not the terrible threat it is made out to be., In any case it is there
and we are not going to get out of it by smearing the unions. So,

let us stop knocking the trade union movement and be at least as

.

constructive in our criticism as we would like the unions to be.

Goodnight.
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Good evening: I am sure that all of you who listened to the
APts Celebrations Choir during Jamaica's independence festivities,
will Wholeheartedly welcome the news of the formation of the Jamaica
National Choral and Orchestral Society. The fact that/the Boclety
will be under the leadership of Mr. James Verity is added reason for
pleasure. Mr., Verity showed us what he can do with the Arts Celebratk
Choir and Jamalca can certainly do with what“he has to offer.

I do not myself think that there is any question about the need
for such a Choral and Orchestral Society. What there does seem to me
to be a very great need for is.a streamlining and dovetailing of
such efforts; and it is_on this question of dovetalling and stream-
lining artistic effort that I would like to say something this evening

It is an unhappy fact, but a fact all the same, that we waste an
awful lot of energy in the wrong kind of artistic competition. I made
mention of this‘in my commentary of Saturday January the 12th when I
discusse@d the destructive impact of the person who has to run down
everything/ that went before in order that he or she can be the @reat
Beginner. There 1s a sort of rewerse aspect to this too, and you will
notice it particularly in the arts.

The new writer, the new artist, the new musiclan, the new actor,
has to run down all that has gone before in order. to make himself or
herself that much bigger. But there is something else too: the
old established writer or artist or actor or musician as.an equal
vested interest in running down the new person because he or she wants

to be the only one in the field. [This 1s a sort of artistic cannibalis
and I think that 1t is this sort of artisic competititon - this



cannibalistic eating up of each other - that our artists can happily
do without., The kind of competition that I should be happy to see

in its place is the competition for quality. There 1s room for both
the Little Theatre Movement and a Folk Theatre, and there is nothing
wrong in friendly and co-operative rivalry between the twe in the
interests of better wuality and higher standards, <{Indeed, I am reasak
certain that the older L.T.M. would welcome this?gguld give the newer
folk theatre all the help possible with costumes, props and the like,
What is not welcome is for either to try te zw-rate the other or tear
it down., Certainly, I think we haves@ iright to expect that the
interests of the theatre would be put above the interests of any
section of it, and that a time will «€ome when we will witness the
kind of co-operation we saw among the choirs during the independence
celebrations, Mr, Verity them brought a number of local choirs
together and welded them together into a gloriously artistic whole
that Inspired all.wholistened.

This 1s one of*the key reasons why I am so happy about the
establishment.of the Choral Society. It could set the pattern for the
streamling of artistic effort and it could help to do away with the
impulse towards artistic cannibalism, If all the choirs and the
Jamaica School of Music could achieve the same kind of co-operation
that was achieved with/ziis Celebrations Choir then we might well
be in for a glorious time with choral and orchestral music in Jamaica,

And this, in turn, might have the effect of stimulating a flowering

of the entire Jamaican culturel., ° Goodnightse



No 651 The International Scene

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Feb 4 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I think some of the most interesting and some of

L oS | C\L
tewards the-

the most hopeful trends for Jamaica, showed themselves
elose—of lastAJ:ek% But before discussing these trends“let us do a
piece of interim stocking=-taking on the internatienal seéene, Sp much
has happened in recent weeks and especilally over the past ten days
that it is high time for us to xxk® ensure that we do not lose touch.

Taking a sort of world view of thed{international scene,I should
say that what has been most dramatic’ has\been the changing fortunes
of United States policy. The end of 1962 saw United States policy
finally coming out on top with a series of decisive polipical and
psychological victories inythe Cold War. It all began with the
build-up of missile bases in Cuba., Russian communist arrogance,

fzx U.,S. leadership

Russian contempt for/kkexWem%, had reached such proportions that
they set about building these misslge bases with only the most casual
conceilment., I“honestly think the Russian assumption was that the
United States would protest,/;gﬁida lot of noise at the United Nations
and very little else., Russia knew that there was no unity of approach
among the western allies themselves on the Cuban question: the British
and Canadiang view of Cuba differed markedly from the American view,
The Russiane assumed that before taking any action the United States
would consult her principal allies and that by the time the arguement
between them had been settled the missiles would be in place for
launching, and Russia and Cuba would be able to talk to the United
States ahd Latin America from a new position of strength right inside
the American sphere., But they were wrong. The United States acted

swiftly and firmly - without consulting any of its allies = and the



Russians suddenly found themselves faced with the choice of either
going to war over Cuba or of backing down. They backed down; and the
whole balance of the Cold War was changed., After years of being on
the defensive the United States sﬁddenly found herself in the position
of, a8 the Americans would say, %Calling the shots', And it was a
wonderful and a glorious feelimg. And please note that’ they had achieve
this wonderful reversal 1in Cold War fortunes by, going it alone, by
acting without consulting anybody. End& this.was not the only point
at which going it alone had paid off. Down iR south-east Asia the
axxixzoxxunixkt communists have been prevented from taking over South
Viet Nam  simply because the Americans ‘have supplied vast quantities
of weepons, an army of 'military advisers', and large sume of money
to keep anti-communist resistancesalive, This has been going on for
quite some time. And more recently, in Africa, United States support
for the UNited Natione Congo operation helped more than anything else
to end the long Cengo erisis, And here too, the United States acted
alone and in the face of the opposition of her allies, And so it should
not be a matter . of surprise if the United States now tends to want to
treat her allies like rubber stamps or if the United States gets angry
if they refuse to respond like rubber stamps. She has discovered, by
and acting toughly,
painful experience, that acting on her own/does pay off. The trouble
just getting tough
is that/xkx® 1s no magic obeah,as France and Canada have shown, A
mechanical toughness for its own sake has already los£ the U.S. much
Cold Wab ;
of the/advantage it had a month ago. How the United States resolves
this particular problem seems to me the most important issue on the

"
international scene today. Goodnight.-
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Good evening: Let me talk about the hopeful trends that I
mentioned last night. First, let us begin with housing,.I do not
think that anybody in Jamaica needs to be convinced of “the urgent
need for new housing. And yet you know, there are\fifteen thousand
very good Jamaicans citizens who are holding ap the government's
housing effort. These are the people who havevwelither bought houses
from the government or who are tenants ‘en/government housing projjects
or who have borrowed money to build their own homes. Altogether,
theseg people owe the government, the grand sum of three-hundred and
fifty-#even thousand pounds.e..Is this one of the hopeful trends I
am talking about? Certainlywnot. What is hopeful is what Mr., Clem
Tavares, the Ministers,of Housing, sald about this unhappy state of -
affairs in a broadcast.h€é made on January 23rd., Mr. Tavares gave
us the facts and then he said: "This situation has been developing
over a period of, years because no serious and sustained efforte have
been made to,collect arrears due to partisan politics". Mr. Tavares
then went on to say that this government was not going to let this
state of affairs continue; they were going to collect the money and
use it to bulld more houses., I could not be more on the side of Mr,
Tavares. ‘

You know as well as I do that if ‘these fifteen thousand people
were tenants of some private landlord or owed the money to some
private firm they would have paid up a long time ago. They would have
paid up because they would have known that if ﬁhey did not do eo
the landlord would have thrown them out or taken posession of the

house., But because it was the government, and because the governmeny



is made up of proliticians who are dependent on the votes of people
like those fifteen thousand, the government has allowed them to live
like parasites off the society as a whole, For party political reasons
¢by both the first Labour Administration and the P,N.P.)
these people were allowed/to rob the nation and slow down its building
programme, Now, Mr, Tavares, speaking for this government, has said
that his party has turned itsd back on this kind of 'buying' of goodé
will and votes at the nation's expense, This is hepeful trend number
one, And if the government sticks to its declision and insists on
xEEkkimxg collecting all money that is due it may achlieve much more
than just collecting £357,000 worth of debts = and having that much
money in hand for additional houeing. It might also achieve that
very much more important result of getting rid of the dangerous
politics of the big promise 0fwquick results which has so often ended
up in dictatorships. Because make no mistake about it, it is the
promise of the slick and quick solution??the easy overnight way out
of difficulties that \has led first, to the acceptance of the great
benevolent fathkr-figure and then xm the dictator, both of whom start
off promising ‘the moon., And let us face it, both parties have made
a number ofwpromises of this sort in the past, 0ld age pensions, free
education, homes for all, an end to unemployment: to talk as though
all these things can be achleved without hard work and sadrifice on
the part of all the citizens of the soc{ety, is to promise the moon.
I am glad we are getting off the moon-ride. So the fifteen thousand
must pay for their homes, And hopeful trend number two came last
Thursday when the Prime Minister said straight outkfhat we will .
have to ralse another million pounds.a year in taxes to pay for our

educational needs. Hopeful trend number three came from the Senate;

and I willl tell you about that tomorrow, So till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: I think we will all agree on Jamalca's basic
problems: they are unemployment, shortage of housing, feeding our
ever growing population and finding school space for _our ever-growing
school population - in short, the problem kxhk® is to make what we have
go round and to create more wealth, In dealing¢with these problems we
are faced with certain very clear limitations.y. First, the land area
of Jamailca is limited: it does not matter what we do, we cannot make
Jamaica any larger than it is. And thies“means that if we improve our
agricultural methods and production until they reach maximum efficieng
there would still be a limit beyondvwhich we cannot improve m because
of the limitation of land. “Thé same goes for our resources: they are
fixed and once you reach. maximum efficiency in their exploitation,
there 1is nothing more youscan do. The only thing to which there seems
to be no present limit is the growth of the population. And it was
on this subject that Senator Sydney Phillips spoke when he @ook part
in the State<of-the-Nation debate last Friday. Senator Phillips who
gsits on, the Government benches in the Upper House, appealed to the
government to undertake an immediate campaign of public education in
matter of birth control. It is interesting that Benator Phillips spoke
of mmkk increasing our agricultural production as wellg as of educatirg
the country in birth control. And what made this particular discussion
. one of the hopeful trends of which I spoke last night, is the fact
that Senator Douglas Fletcher, the unofficial leader of the opposition
in the Senate, welcomed what Mr, Phillips said. So we have two

distinguished Senators representing the two opposing parties in our

legislature agreeing on the need for public education on birth control,



But this does not mean that Mr, Phillips and Mr. Fletcher were
gspeaking for the political parties they represent in the Senate.
Neither the Jamaica Labour Party nor the People's National Party
have adopted any stand on the question of birth control. My own ®iew
is that the two parties have not touched this question because 1t has
been turned into somethggZ}péiitically exploslive. «The Catholic Church
is opposed to birth control on religious grouqda,and most of us have
heard the slogan that birth control is a plot fo kill the Negro. And
80 yoﬁ have a religious and a raclal foree in opposition to birth
control. In addition there is the opposition of custbm. Mr., Phillips
told of a woman being described as & ‘mule' if she did not have a
child by the time she wae twenty.\And he told of his visit to a countn
hospital where one unmarried young woman was having her nineth child
and another her twelfth, Iwould have thought that it was these poor
young creatures who had been turned into nothing but breeders who
were the mules, But ‘that is a matter of opinion. What is not opinion
are the following faects. First, that Jamaica's population increased
by over half“amillion over the past twenty years., Estimates are that
Jamaicans
there will‘be two million-one-hundred-and-fifty-thousand/in 1970 if
migration“comes to an end and we do nothing about birth control. Fact
two is that over the past five years we exported more than 100,000 of
the population. But now there is restriction on migration, If nothing
is done about population then we will have to find roughly 200,000
more Jjobs betyeen now and 1970 simply to keep unemployment where it

birth
now stands. Mr. Phillips says a way out is to make education on £

control .
riamring available., I agree with himj;and I think this is another issue
that should be removed from partisan. politics, It is a national matter

which should be onpenly and freely discussed. Goodnight.



No 654 Watershed Protection Act

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Feb 7 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I went to the House of Representatives on Tuesday
evening and listened to the discussion on the Watershed Protection
Act which was up for second reading. I wall the proceedings a 'discuss
because I think it would be misleading to describe whét ~took place as
a debate., Both sides of the House were in baslig agreement on the need
for this law, Such disagreement as there wagy,was on detail, not
on principle,.

And as I sat in the Press Gallery Jistening to Mr. Gyles, Mr.
Munn, Mr, Seiveright ami#xxx Mr. Roy MeNeil and Mr, Manley, I was a
little sorry that my good friend Hawrold Cahusac of Frome was not there
beside me, I think he should have been there because I think that
more than aXmmxk any other\single individual Harold Cahusac can
claim credit for the Razx passing of this Watershed Protection Act
on Tuesday night, For more years than he cares to remember Mr, Cahusac
has argued and.pleaded and agitated and cursed and begged for somethirg
to be done,to preserve this Jamaican earth, But he has done much more
than Juat‘talk. I remember Jjust over a year ago when he organised a
big Watershed Protection drive, He invited scores of people from all
over Jamaica up to Frome and then, after entertaining us, he took us
in about a score of landrovers to look at the Watershed Protection
work that had been done in his part of Westmoreland., I remember that
all this took place during a relatively dry period and most of us.had
travelled across a parched and dried up land to get to Frome, Mr,
Keble Munn who was then the Minister of Agriculture was there; and so
was Ken Maxwell, Morris Cargill and Mickey Hendricks, There was also

an army of agricultural Extension Officers,
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As I said, we had travelled through parched and barren and dry
land to get to Frome. And then Cahusac took us to an area where he
and his faithful helpers had put into practise all his watershed prmxs
protection theories, And 1t was like entering another world. You felt
the moisture in the very air you breathed., It was a green world of
thick foliage, of damp earth and a lushness such as/I have not seen
anywhere else in Jamaica. This looked and felt llke'the land of
Wood and Water; this, I thought at the time, wag what all of Jamaica
must have looked like in the days of the Arawaks., Ahd Cahusac's
message that dayg, as it had been for_sgsowmany years, was that we could
make all Jamaica look as he and his, heélpers had made that particular
part of Westmoreland look: all that was needed was proper Watershed
Preteetidny. And on Tuesday ofwthis week our rulers passed the law
that would make possible, thls watershed protection.

One of the important details on which there was argument was on
the quesﬁibn of who wlll pay the cost of Watershed Protection. The
previous government had prepared a Bill which would have required that
people whose, }and came under a protection scheme should pay a share of
the cost, In the new Bill, however, this ppoposal had been dropped: én
the Oppogition felt this was a weakness, They felt that if peoplé‘
were given the impression that.everything was going to be done for
them without charge they will tend not to want to do anything to help
themselves, I agree with the Opposition about this., The nation as a
whole must not be called upon to subsidise laziness, inefficlency and
selfishness, But this is a point of detail which can be resolved, Wha
is important is that the law has been passed, This is the greaﬁ

beginning in the fight to save the Jamaican earth, Goodnight,



No 655 Industrialisation ® Some Limitations

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Friday Feb 8 at 6.16p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Whenever there 1s any slackening off in the
country's economic activity the temptation to come up with pet
solutions is very strong. Very few of us seem able to resist the
temptation to offer the 'only solution'. There are unquiunately
very few situations where solutions are as simple as that. But the
real trouble about this business of offering\'only solutions' is
that it tends to build up fals® expectations and hopes; 1t perpetuate
the notion that there are simple goIﬁf!qns and short cuts to our
problems., So ,let us take a closer ‘lookX at the proposition that
industrialisation is the 'only solution' to our unemploymentvproblem.
As a broad stétement I agree with all those people who are pressing
for as rapid industrialisation as possible, In fact I would welcome
anything that creates new employment opportunities, provided it does
not put the country deeper into the red at the same time.

But thereiare certain very clear limitatlon at present to
industrialisation in Jamaica., One of the key limitations is that
we do not héve a large and relatively cheap source of power, Let me
explain: at the moment the exports from our bauxite and alumina
amounts to £30.,4 million, (This, incidentally, represents half of
the total value of the island's domestic exports)., Now, if we had
an abundant supply of cheap power it might have been possible to
carry the refining of the bauxite beyond the alumina stage: indeed,
given/ggﬁzr and the training of workers, Jamaicans mkgkx would have
been in a pos;tion to produce the finished aluminium right here in
Jamaica, And this would have made a world of difference in additional

revenue and in additional job opportunities. But the one thing we do



not have in abundance and cheaply 1s hydro-electric power. So here
we have limitation number one., And so we cannot go in for the taédtal
egploitation of our richest mineral asset. It is possible that in
time we may be able to get the kind of power needed from a small
nuclear reactor. But this will be a very expensive process to start
with, and in any case, our bauxite deposits may have been exhausted
by then.

The point I am trying to bring home 1ise¢thisg In order to induiggi
meaningfully from the point of view of the society as & whole, two thj
are required: first there must be a eheapyand abundant supply of
power and second, the country must produce the raw materials which
are to be turned into finished goods. If the power is too high-priceé
and the rew materials have,to, beé imported, industrialisation might
well turn out to be a costly fiction that benefits only the smart
outside operator 1oqking for tax holidays and cheap labour., Please
do not get me wrong. I am not hostile to industrialisation. We need
desperately to.diversify the economy and great efforte have been
made in that directlion over the past few years, But I think that in
our eagerness we have often pampered people who have come here with_
the most doubtful propositions. And you know, the really successful
efforts in this directlion have been those industries that are based
on local raw méterials: mining, oils and fats, sugar, coffee etc = all

or the Jamaican earth
industries that depend on Jamaican agriculture/for their raw mmterial.
To industrialse successfully we must face up to these limitations -

and exploit them., = Goodnight.
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2) Freedom and Responsibility (Sppech & Press)

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
- Saturday Feb 9 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good eveninggel welcome very much the government's decision to

exempt from income tax all gifts to charitable organisations fighting
against polio and cancer, as well as all gifts to the College of Arts
Science and Technology. I am sure that everybody ‘who i€ interested
in the good work done by the Jamaica Cancer Society.and the Pédlo
Rehabilitation Centre will welcome this decision, as warmly as I do.
So, if I now go on to quarrel with the manner in which the governmnﬁt
has set about this matter, please bear/with me, I am afraid the ;
government has set about doing adgood thing in a very bad way thé?
can do a lot of harm to a number of other voluntary social servié@s.

Let me call a few of my,own pet voluntary social organisations
to show you what I mean.“ Rirst, ﬁhere is the Jamaica Association‘for
Mentally Handicapped:'Children. I have talked so often about spastic
children and the sﬁecial kind of help they need that I will not
repeat it here, “Then there is ghe Soclety for the Blind and the
Associationnin Aid of the Deaf, I think these bodies serve a purpose
which, in pure hUman terms, is quite as important as the Cancer
Society and theﬁﬁiigbilitation Centre. And then there are the bodies
that look after lost and homeless and helpless little children; bodies
like the Child Welfare Association and the Save the Children Fund.

It seems to me that by giving tax‘éxemption only to the anti polio
and anti-cancer organisations the government is effectively penalising
these other bodies., It is natural for peopge to want to give so

they can deduct from tax what they have given,

What makes this business even worse is that there are twenty-six

bodies which make up the Council of Voluntary Social Service: the
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the Cancer Society and the Polio Rehablilitation Centre are only two
af the twenty-six. And it was the Council, representing all twenty=six
LrﬁﬁEodies, which has been carrying on the campaign for this taxg exemptim
move, Now, without any reference to the Council, it has been decided
to exempt from téiﬁ gifts for these two charities onlyj

I should like to think that a mistake was made or that the Ministy
of Finance did not consider all the implicationg™ef \such a decision.

I should hate to think that the Ministry is delibertaely trying to
channel charity in the direction of the Polio Centre .and the Cancer‘
Society. What I do know is that this declsion has caused very great
concern among members of the Councii of Voluntary Social Services, I
sincerely hope that Mr, Sangsterd§ill take another look at what seems
to me a manifestly bad decisione. »

Finally, let me say a brief word akmmk on the current debate on
freedom of the press.| It seems to me that there are people who are
confusing freedompand license, As far as I am concerned, freedom and
responsibility“go slde by side. The fact that I have the freedom of
the alr imposeg a very great responsibility on me, As long as I
exercige that responsibility by showing reason and balance, the J.B.C
allows me“complete freedom of speech., If on the other hand I abused
this freedom by smearing peoplé and trying to undermine the stability
of this society, I am sure the J.B.C. will interfere with my freedom
to make trouble, This 1is their responsibility to the society. By the
token people have told me very many secrets which no government will
get out of me under normal circumstances, But if there is a real
emergency and 1t affects the nation, I will tell, The so-called freeda

to be irresponsible is not freedom at all; it is license, Goodnight.
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No 657 The Trouble in Irag.

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Feb 11 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The newg of last Friday's downfall &f the Irad

5

dictator-in-making, CGolonel Abdel Karim Kassem, did not_.come as awery
relative
great surprise to me. What was surprising was the/eate with which
his eneméés did it. Kassem had had Just about fivedyears In which
to consolidate his powers, and nearly all the reports out of Irag
suggested that he had gone so far in strengtheming his hand that the
only chance of getting rid of him easily wés fy way of the assassil's
bullet. It was‘known that Kassem had ‘ereated so many rivalries wilin
the armed forces, pitting officeryagainst officer and private’agaihst\
private that observers tended(to dismiss the possibility of an armi
uprising against him. One of Kassem's smartest tricks in the busiess
of holding on to powers/was to share a single command or other posilion
of high authority be%wdbn a violently pro-communist officer and a
violently anti-communist officer, or between a violently pro-Nasse
person and a,violently anti~Nasser person. In this way he kept his
enemies 80 b&sy trying to do each other down, trying to inform on
each other, trying to cut each other's throats, that they would nat
have time to conspire against him: or so he thought. Obviousgly, he
was wrong. They did have time: and they did conspire successfullymd
the result is that Kassem has died by the violence he himself unleshed
in 1958 when he climbed to power over the slaughtered bodies of ymmg
King Feisal and scores of hundfeds of other Ifaqil. And so, those
of us who believe that there should be morality and humanity even
in power politics can have the grim satisfaction of knowing that lme
again, a savage and brutal man who lived by the swd;d has perished

by the sword. And this is an important warning for all those who wmld,
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either T
Bxkker in persuit of power/for its own sake (as was the case with

Kassem) or for the good they think they will do with it, use violmce
as a shortcut. The trouble with violence is that it beéts violence;
and it is a historicgi truism that violence is stupid and negative
and destructive. Where the destruction of a tyranny compels its use,
as in Kassem's case, the great hope is that it should be“seen as a
necessary evil, something to contain and put aside as ‘quickly as
possible. :

I think the one Middle Eastern leader-whd seems to have learmt
this particular lesson is Egypt's AbdudyNagsexr But then, Nasser has
a scholar's sense of history and a deep and passionate concern for
the Arab people. Whén Syria broke away from the United Arab Republie
the temptation must have been great to impose reintegration by foree,
And make no mistake aboyt ity l'gypt could have done it 1f she wanted
to. Instead, Nasser talked sadly about the blow fo Arab unity and about
Arab not shedding,the 5lood of his brother Arab., And while most ofh the
world's commentators, saw this as a serious blow to Nasser and his drean
of Arab unityy.a few of us saw his rejection of violence as a soluion

: s an important
to mxnhinnx_the problemes of Arab unityf as # long term victory. I hink
the stagewds now set for the results of that victiry to be seen. The
removal
deaxk of Kassem will lead to closer ties between Egypt and Iraq; ahd
this, in turn, is bound to help in the coming together of all the &ab
states., You may not have formal political unity, but you will have a
higher level of co-operation than before and, 1 think, a lessening
of the impulse to solve problems by violence. And in all this, shqing;

it, Nasser of Egypt is emerging as the undisputed leader. Goodnigt,
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Good evening: The Third Afro-Asian Solidarity Conference shded
on Sunda¥ in the cool uplands of Moshi in Taenganyika. Reports arel
that the conference ended on a high note of criticism of*the Westamn
World. These reporte have it that when Mr, Jomo Kenyatta spoke at
the closing exercises of the conference he let off a powerful blast
of criticism against "the Western world" for "betrayimg everything
they pretend to stan d for, including the Unitéed Nations Charter",
Reports also have it that delegates from the Soviet Union and commist
China did a lot of hard work whipping up anti-Western feeling. There
are reports of the adoption of resolutions denouncing United States
military bases, and of support for people fighting for their indemmdenc:
Now, the way in whieh the closlng exercises of this conference
have been reported could lead anyone to beliég; that the main purpbse
of the conference was.to attack the West. This is of course so kem
because those whose business it was to report the conference were more
interested “dn the Cold War aspect of it than they were in the problems
,ﬁ;} the Afro-Asiane, As far as the Russian and Chinese communists were
+ concerned the conference was important only to the extent that they
could use it; as far as ‘the western world and the western press was
concerned its 1mp9rtance was simply interms of a new encounter in the
Cold War, So, when Julius Nyerere, as host, opened the conference and
made it clear that the Africans did not intend to substitute Russian
colonia%}sm for the Western colonialism they have just shed, the westem

world and the western press saw this as a point in their favour and

against the Rommunists. But when Jomo Kenyatta denounced the West for



not living up to its professions this was seen as a point in favour

of the communists, In other words, the communlists on the one side, amd
the anti-communists on the other, seem to insist that all the activities
of the rest of humanity must be measured, Jjudged and responded to in
terms of their conflict., The result of this is that very important
mattérs may take place but because they do not fit into this Cold War
pattern they may be dismissed; or even worse, thiey may be so distorted
and twisted as to fit into the Cold War pattern, Because of this, I
think some of the very important trends &t this conference may have
been ignored. So, let us take a briefd{look at them,

Trend number one, whether you like it or not, is the graowing and
fine impartiality with which Africa is, in effect saying to both Russia
and America: "A plague on both your houses." But if you have followed
this conference closelyy«you will notice that they have used the word
'neutralist' less often here than ever before. Neutralism is in fact
an attitude towards“the Cold War., But to be sick and tired of it, to
want to turn your back on it to want to get on with the business of

to want to not waste your ti
creating aadecent life for your people, 1is axgrEakxiealxmmrexiian
on even this
/ 'neutralism';and/is a great deal more positive., And it is a very
interesting.fact that both Western Europe and Afriea seem to be
manifesting this same trend at the same time,

As far as the Africans are concerned I think this trend was setin
motion by the Chinese attack on Indiap. And/led to the second importamt
trend - a refusal to accept everything done by the communist Chinese
simply because they are 'non-Europeans', That was Nkrumah's reaction
last year, This year it was rejected at Moshi., And this suggests that
Pan-African leadership 1s fast slipping into the hands of Julius

Nyerere,.....Goodnight,



No 659 - 1) Extra-Mural's 'Jamaica & World Politicis' Series
2) Nyerere on Responsibilities of Freedom

NEWS COMMENTARY -
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Wednesday Feb 13 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: What happens in the world around us - the hard news,
like the overthrow of Kassem in Iraq, like the Third Afro-Asian
Solidarity Conference, and the presence of a number of wery distinguisl
visitors here at the moment = all this is very important, But I would
like to suggest tonight that although the hard hews of happenings is
most important it is not as important to us, or.to any society like
ours, as 1s the very difficult business ©f /sort out our values and
what we consider lmportant and where‘we are going and how we hope to
get there. And we in Jamaica are not as fortunate as the people of

and Tobago
Trinidad/who happen to have a distinguishe® scholar as their Prime
Minister, and who has, in his political campaigning done an enormous
amount of basic education on this question of the values of his@;ocqu,
And so there tends to be a great deal of confusion among as to the
values of our society and as to where we are going.

To help overcome this state of Affairs the Extra Mural Departmert
of the Univemrsity is now halfway through the second series of its
lecture/discussions wunder the general heading: 'Jamaica and World
Politics', These 1ectu§es.ar§ open to the public and they take place
at half past ten on Sunday mornings. For the past four Sunfiay mornings
a growing number of people have gone to the Univergity to taik about,
question and argue out this business of Jamaican values, On Sunday
morning Frank Hill iectured on 'Racial Integration in Jamaica' and
aftenwards we had one of fhe most stimulating - and at times, explosie
discussions that it was my Joy to witnegs. This coming Sunday Peter
Evans will be the lecturer and his subject will be 'The Rule of Law',

The following Sunday Michael Manley will lecture on 'Freedom from



Want in the New Jamaica'; and this will be followed by at least three
or four other Sunday morning lectures., As far as I am concerned this
gseries of public lectures and discussions add up to just about the
most valuable political actvitity going on in Jamailca atwthe moment,
and I would urge all of you who can to attend them; In terms of
working out the values of this society, these discugsions are crucial,

And still on this question of values, let me show you one of the
ways In which Julius Nyerere is trying to teach values to his people,
Xxmrmrexazkx Shortly after Tangagjkka Decams Independent Nyerere
made a very short speech in parliamenty He began by asking a guestim
His question was: "What is freedom?" Then he answered it in these
words: "It is the power that we _have to decide what is going to happa
in Tanganyika and when it _is'golng to happen and that power we have.
All that remeins is hafd work." - Then he goes on to discuss all the
hard work that‘has to\be-done, and the colonial tendency to blame the
impeéeldlists for all our failures and shortcomings. But, he says, thae
is no-one to blame now, only ourselves, And he ends with these words:
"We are not“geoing to be frightened to tell the truth to our people
because building a nation is not merely building roads and hospitalé
and schools, it is building the charébtér of a people and we cannot
gzild the character of our people if we fool them and tell them it is
easy. Because it is not easy; life 1is not easy, and we as their leadas
must not come here‘ang give the impression it is easy."

I think thét in the business of sorting oub our values Jamaica's
leaders could notgdo better than take Nyerere's adviqe and tell the
people the truth; and the truﬁh,swhich builds character, is that it

is not easy. Freedom is not easy because life is not easy. Goo@nighﬂ
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No 660 1.D.C. - Bovell's fifé£7§5110y Statement.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Yhursday Feb 14 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I think one of the really important problems that
we must get oﬁt of the way as soon as possible, was shown up by the
context in which the Jamaica Industrial Development Corporation's
new chairman held his first press conference on Tuesday of this week,
Mr, J.L.R. Bovell has been chairman of the I.D.Cw ogéb‘%he past nine
months and this was the first time that he met thé press and radio
formally to issue a policy statement. Butythis very important meeting
was overshadowed by the public inquiry«into Jamaica Woolens, I think
everybody at the xk I.D.C. gathering was/aware of this fact; and I
think this was most unfortunate because I think it put the I.D.C. in
e very false and a very unhappj picture, ' And in terms of Jamaica's
basic interests this is awery bad thing. So , let us try and get
away from the unhappy/ partisan umbrella and see the I,D.C, and its
functions for what they are,

First, let us get the position of the I.D.C. clear. Fundamentally
both magor political parties are in favour of industrial devélopment
‘and 80 b;th“are in favour of the I1I.D.C. So, the existence of thevI.n&
and the aims of the I.D.C. are not things over which the two parties

fight. And the basic aim of the I.D.C., to which both P.N.P, and
J.L,P, are committed is, to quote the Law: "to stimulate, facilitate
and undertake the development of industry in Jamaica", There can be
no question about the need to do this. And Mr, Bovell himself said
at the conference that on the whole the history of the I.D.C., has
been éne'of success. It seems to me most important that we should

remember this 1f we are to have a sense of proportion about the I.DL.

It has had its failures - and one particularly terrible one = but it
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has also had its successes; and the successes, according to Mr. Bovel,
outweigh the fallures. Another important point to remember is that
this one terrible failure has led to a tightening up of financial
regulations to ensure that this sort of money cannot be spent in futre
without prior reference to the responsible Minister of @Government who,
in turn, 1s responsible to the taxpagers.

when you examine

So, Xetmrsesenyaixex Mr, Bovell's policy stat.ement in detail Axx
please bear these >

wsxxeetetdtetx three points clearlyf/ in mind.

q7 A:wj;; %f;ﬁb. ags such is a Statutory. body whose business it
is ét promote the developmmnt of industry in Jamaica: and since both
parties are committed to this we can sa&fely say that the aims of the
I.D.C. are above party politics. Qf course there are differences of
emphagis between the parties Oon, how best this develppment should be
carried on, Also, a8 I told you in my discussion of Statutory bodies
on January the 22nd anmd 23rd, I think that any Minister in any govem-
ment has the right to,put as the head of a statutory body someone in
whom he has confidence, someone who will see that his government's
broad policy diréctives are not frustrated. It seems to me that the
thing moé% dangerous. to statutory bodies is for them to be totally
dislocated jeveyy time there is a change off government. Point number twc
is that in spite of the present ahedow’over it the I.D.C. has been
reasonably successful. I am very glad that Mr, Bovell made this poimt
because by doing so he has helped to 1lift discussion of the role of
the I.D.C, out of the party political bog inkm which many people who
should know better want to keep it. And point number three is that
industrial development, like agricultural development, may have party

aspects or party lines; but the fundamental need, the precondition

for success, is that everybody in the country, P.N.P; J.L.P. and the
it
rest must want >bhexx to succeed - for the good of the country. Goodniht,



No 661 1) Prime Hinister's House
2) Some Problems of Protocol

NEWS COMMENTARY
Eor transmission on
Friday Feb 15 at 6.15p.m.
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: A number of listeners have asked me why I have
not commented on the controversy over the proposal to build a new
residenee for the Prime Minister in the grounds of Kiﬁéfé. ouse,
The answer 1s very simple. When thefe was the controversy over the
gixty=-five thousand pounds spent on fixing up‘Vale ,Royal, I did not
comment on that matter, and I think that if youw,buy the proposition
that what 1s sauce for the goose must be sauce for the gander, you
will agree that I have disqualified myself from commenting on the nev
proposal, But why did I disqualify myself? Again the answer is simple!
there are some things on whieh I just do not feel qualified to commet,

political

and this business of a home, for the/Head-of-Btate is one of them,
I cannot begin to guessvat, all the functions and responsibilities
that a future Jamaiean Prime Minister is going to have to undertake.
to be able to sayy, today,what I think the size of his official
residence should be and where it should be. I have seen Vale Royal
and I think%it is a very sumptuous residence for a man in Mr, Sangste:
position, and exeept for the fact it tends to rain, I think it 1is
a fine place for state reccptions. Furthermore, I think it will do
very nicely for a céuple with no children or whose children have:
grown up and gone a;ay._ But what happens if the day ever comes when
we have a young man of ahoup the age 6f President Kennedy with a
growing family as 6ur'Pr1me Minister? Obvioﬁsly, the two bedrooms &
vale Royal just will not do for mother, father and half a dozen livey
youngste%s. And you know, you and I might be able to leave the smaller

place and move into a larger one, but the homes of Prime Ministers

are supposed to be fixed amd permanent landmarks in the society.
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So, you see, it is very difficult for me to have hard and fast views
on somethinglike this,., We may in future have more visits from other
Prime Ministers who may come rere as house guests of our Prime Ministe
instead of being house-guests of the Governor-General.

And as to the question of whether the time to bugléa%s now =Amst
my answer is that if a thing has to be done the sooner(it is done,
the better, Next there is the question of whether we can afford the
fifty-five thousand pounds now, Again my angwer will be in the
form of a question, or rather, a series/of questlions: Can we afford
democracy now? Can we afford the costly elumsyness of the parliamenta;
system? And that big talking-shop called the House of Representatives
And my/gzgwer is yes every time, \THe choice is not between saltfish
and education. We want both because we need both.

And while still on th¥sisubject of democracy and its symdbals,

I should very much_ like our protocol people to work out when certain
natioﬁal symbolsican appropriately be used, I understand the national
Anthem has been played at certain receptions on the arrival of the
Prime Ministexr, Some listeners have expressed the view that the
Anthem shouId only be played on the arrival of the Governor-General,
I honeetly do not know which is the correct procedure. I think it
would be very useful indeed in the protocol people will issue a clear
statement saying exactly when and on whose arrival the national
Anthem should be playea. I do not think the present confusion is

good for building up the proper attitude towards the National Anthem
eand other symbols, What I do know with absolute certainty is that

in order to deepen

WRXEXRREXXARRpwd and enrich the national spirit, the national symhdls

- of Jamaica should be held higher than any party and any person.

Goodnight.



No 662 The Problem of the Social Debt

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Feb 16 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: There is a very interesting social problem %n
which most of us are involved nearly all the time and yéet on which
very few of us think at all, This 1s the problem of/the.gbcial debt,
the problem of who in society owes who what., Let memake myself clamr
If you are a parent who is putting a number of''¢hildren through schal
do you £EmX expect these children to feel, indéebted to you? If you
are a parent with grown-up children do you remind them of all the
gacrifices you made for them and of all that they owe you? Probably
you do not put it as clear and sharply as this. Perhaps you only
hint at it, as a kind of pressure; or perhaps you think it amxy to
yourself ahd build up secret, resentments. But perhapé you are a
parent who has put it/ outright to your child that he or she owed you
something for all the, g&crifices you have made, And perhaps—you
have bad a child shap back at you: 'I didn't ask to be born, did I?'
I think most, parents khow what I am talking about., They either
encountered this sort qf thing ag‘children themselves or with their

&

own children. . : . . o
1 . "

But it is not Eestricted to parents only.  In politics you have
the person and‘the party who talk about the ingratitude of the woters
who have not re-elected them. Conversely, you have the voters who
feel that once they have elected a man he owes them the eternal debt
of having ;o préyide them with jobs, with homes, with security to
which they have become entitled for life by the simple act of voting.
You find this sort of ihing in business too: you have the employers

 their
who feelg that/workers owe them a permanent debt of gratitude for behg

employed and that this debt can only be dischmeged by showing a sort



of slavish loyalty to the boss and his interests: the boss, of courss
does?gge the worker any responding loyalty. On the other side of the
penny you have the workers who feel that all the bosses in creation
owe them a permanent debt because they are workers, The teachers
feel their pupils owe them debts of gratitude; you hear about the
writer or artist or musician owing his soclety this or that or you
hear about the socliety owing the writer or the artist ‘or the musicim
this or that.

Now, the only reason why I have raiged this matter is because
it has become such a part of us that w#e do not even stop to think
about it: it is like breathing in and breathing out. The- trouble is
that unlese we do start thinking about it we are going to turn our-
selves into a neurotic and self-pitying society. When you feel that
everybody owes/n:usomething and nobody pays you what they owe you
you are liable to start feeling sorry for yourself: and there is no
meaner, uglier and more destructive an emotion than self-pity.

The child did not ask its parents to bring it into the world;
the voters dld not ask the politiclan to be come a politician; nobody
asked anybody to become a writer or artist or a businessman or a worer
Each pergon has gone the way he or she has gone by a combination of
soclal factors and/choice. The one thing that is common to all of s
is that we live in the same society and that we are 1nterdependent o 51
each other, In that sense we all have a debt towards each other and
toWards oum society. But let ﬁs discharge our debt to each other
creatively ahd constructively; It is basically a matter of attitude:“
If our a{titude is strong and giving the soclety will be so; if it is
mean and self-pitying, so will the society be. And you know, each ore

of us owes Jamalca a great deal more than Jamaica owesmx us. Goodnight



No 663 U Thant's Visit to Jamaica

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday Feb 18 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The Secretary-General of the United Nations, U
Thent, is now on the second half of his very busy day in "the Corporae
Area, He arrived in Kinéston this morning. Since thén heshas called
on the Prime Minister, on the Leader of the Oppositiony and on the
Mayor of Kingston. He has had lunch with the Cabinet, and he has been
the main speaker at a meeting called jointdy by the local United
Nations Association and the University.offithe West Indies, In a
short while from now he will be the‘guest of honour at a government
recection at Vale Royal. And later this evening he will be the guest
of honour at a dinner party at “King's House, where he will stay
overnight. Tomorrow morning he will visit the University; then,
afterwards, he will hold a Press Conference at King's.House. He will

then tour Western Kingston,; and in the afternoon he will 1nspeét a

. Guard of Honour at ‘the airport before leaving us,

Now thewfirst thing that strikes you about this programme that
I have Just outlined is.that it is the kind of programme that we
usually lay out for visiting Royalty or a Head-of-State, This 1s the
type of programme that we had when the British Prime Minister, Mr,
Harold Macmillan vislted us, and later, when Princess Margaret came.
There were slight variations of course: neither the Prime Minister
nor the Princess addressed the kind of public meeting U Thant addressed
at the University this afternoon. But within these inevitable variatior
the pattern was basically the same.

I think it is most intercesting to ask ourselves why we are

according this kind of public honour to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations: he is not a Royal personage; he is not a Prime Minister



or any other constitutional head of state; so why this very special
honour?

I think that fdndamentally the reason is to be found in our
attitude to the United Nations. For us, as indeed for the majority
of mankind, the United Nations represents a series of interlocking
hopes and dreams - and prayers., First, if the day ‘ever comes when
war is abolished from the face of the earth; 1f/the day ever comes
when men and nations get rid of all their conventional and unconventég
weapons and turn them into ploughshares and other instruments of
productivity; if that day ever comes 4t will be because of the existme
and the efforts of the United Netiors,\So, behind the ward”of our

o

reception fmx U Thank 18 thls basic Human desire for peace in our

world,

Becond, and equally impertant for countries like Jamaica, is what

Organisation soclal and

the United Nations/represents in/economic terms. The Charter of the
United Nations lays down that the basis for a 1a9t1ng'peace in the
world must be,the abolition of economic want, of unemployment, of
disease and ofulgnorance in all countries. So, in‘ou; struggle
towardg a better life and afairer sharing of what we have, we can call
upon the £kill and the know-how mfxk¥k and the help of the United Natio
without any fear of being dominated and being pushed around, because
the United Nations also represents morality in international affairs,

Finally, our welcome to U Thant ;iiii;;nxn undertones of our haes
for the very great tradition which started with Trygve Lie and for
which Dag Hamgarskjold laid down his life - the tradition of service
to all mankiné??gyThant is the symbol of all this and more: in honouri:

him, we honour humanity's highest hopes. Goodnight.



No 664 The U.N. & Jamaica

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Feb 19 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: One of the by-products of U Thant's visit to Jandic:
has been to stimulate greater interest in the United Nations and its
work by vast numbers of citizens. I think this is a very good thingk
and I hope this interest will be sustained. Indeed, I hope that as a
result of this visit the local United Nations Association will be
able to establish branches throughout the country: I know that there
are some people who do not see the pointiof this, but there is an
important point to it, you know, One€ of“the greatest single enemies‘
of any society is ignorance, Let me try and illustrate my point.
During the final operation to_settle” the Katanga business in the Como
many people expressed the view that the United Nations had no busines
to send a force into Katanga to bring Mr., Tshombe to heel, But when
I questioned these people ,as to why they felt like thie, I discovered
that they Jjust did not have all the facts about the Congo situation
and that thelnr reactions were based on slanted propaganda, It is always
easy to mislead people who do not kaxe know the facts of a case, On
the other hand it is extremely difficult to mislead people who are
well-informed and know the facts about a given situation. So, simply
in order to be well-informed about what goes on at the United Natioms
and therefore in the greater world, I should like to see as many peqgile
as possible become members of the local United Nations Association.
And the more well-informed the Jamaican community is, the less are
the chances of some smart political operator destroying Jamaican
freedom by promising the moon.

But apart from political education and putting us on our guard

against would-be dictators, I think there are a number of very practial



ways in which we can benefit directly by making use of the facilities
of the United Nations.

Most of us have some sort of rough idea about the General Assenile
and the Security Council and the International Court of Justice, A
few of us may even know about some of the other Departments like
the Atomic Energy Commbssion, The Trustéeship Council “and the like,
And I am sure most of us know about the international Bank and the
International Monetary Fund because Jamalca has &0 recently become
members of these two spewlial agencies.

But how many of us know about thevery important commissions
which do a lot of very basic work without getting any publicity?

For instance, did you know that there is a Gommission on the Status

| of Women? And one on population? Well, these two commission do exist
and I think we can call on themkto do very important work for us,
I would like the U.N..Commission on ﬁo@ulatioh and the Economic and
Employment Commissieon,to.be invited to send a team out here to study
our population andwemployment problems as one single whole and then
to make recommendations to the government., These people will lay
bare the«faets and suggest possible ways of getting over our problems
but the decision as to what we do will be up to us, The point is
that these people are trained in this type of reaeerch and they will
not have any political axe to grind. And through Unesco I think it
will be possible for the local United Nationag Association to get
gifts of reading matter into the 1saand., Often in my travels through
rural Jamaica I have been dhstressed by the shortage of reading
matter. I am sure Unesco will help us overcome this shortage once we
tell them of it, These are just a few ways in which the United Natio:

can be of practical and immmdiate use to us. Goodnight,



No 665 National Dental Week - & Some Problems
of Service

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Feb 20 at 6.15p.m
Feter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: This is National Dental Health Week and my friens
of the Dental Association have mounted an interesting exhibition at
the St. Andrew Parish Library. In addition many of them either have
'done 80 or plan to visit teachers colleges, childqcare institutions
and primary and secondary schools~1n the Corporate Area. And for
the country districte there will be mobile vans.equipped with posters
literature and films,

I think this 1s a fine effort and, T am glad it is taking place,
But I am also unhappy about an aspectiof it, and at the risk of being
called a kill=-joy I must talk aboutvthis unhappy aspect because
it is symptomatic of a key damaican problem,

If you live in the=Coxporate Area then all the benefits and all
the advantagesof this Dental Health Week will be available to you.ﬁTe-
Slogan: 'Give yourvteéth a bright future' will have very real meanirg
If, on the other, hand, you do not live in the Corporate Area then'
the nearest you will come to giving your teeth a bright future, will
be as near as we get to Hollywood when we go to the cinema. So, for
some Jamaicans - the Jamaicans in Kingston - this Dental Health Week
will be a boon and a blessing. For other Jamaicans - the Jamatans
outside Kingston = it will be news about what is happening in Kingston
with a film show and posﬁers as a sort of sop., And the thing that I
object to is that this effort should be called 'National'. We must
learn that Jamaica is more than the Coporate Area,

The sad part about this is that my friends of the Dental Associftic

know the urgent and desperate need for dental help in rural Jamaica;



they know so much better than I do how a diseased mouth can spread
the disease to the whole body; they know better than I do that for
their slogan to be really meaningful they themselves should go out
to these rural parts and preach and 1ilustrdie the message of good
oral hygiene. Instead, and I say this very sadly, theypreach to
those who are largely converted and who have all orysmost of the
facilities for dental hygieﬂ“available. How much ‘mores 'National' in
character, how much more useful this effort would have been if each
member of the Asdociation had been called upon to spend one day in
this week in some remote part of rural Jamaiecan, looking after the
teeth of local communities and instrueting them in oral hygiene.
Perhaps it is still possible fori,the Dental Association to do this:
certainly only some such action would make National Dental Week
meaningful.

And from a long term point of view I sincerely hope that the
Dental Assoclation will=get its members to devote one day a week
to conducting & clinicein rural Jamaica where this sort of service
is most needed, I am certain that the Ministry of health would welcom
any suchtmove., There is no question of how desperately the people iIn
rural Jamaican need the help of our dentiste: I hope our dentists yIﬂ
answer this need.,

Finally, ley me just remark on the dangers of getting sick over

or a dentist
the weekend., Unless you have a doctor/for a friend or can get to a
hospital, it is very dangerous to get sick at weekends. So until the
and the Dental Associatioh instruct their members

B.M.A,/iRXERREXEX XXX MRNKEREXKREZKXXONEXARRXaREXXRaRkd that people

other than their friends may be sick at weekends, you'd better try and
hold on till Monday. Goodnight.



No 666 " General Round-up of ¥eek Signiflcant
Week - Ite meaning for the future

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Thursday Feb 21 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I think the day will come wheh the people of
Jamaica will look back from the distance of years and see the past
few days as marking a significant turning point in Jama¥can affairs,
So, let us recall some of the thing that have happen€d;slet us store
~ them in the treasure house of our memories., THeng,in five or ten

that

years' time we will be able to look back at Rk¥s, Particular week and
ggyﬁﬁwxes, all thies started way back in ®ebruary of 1963, I can almost

‘;headlines £8ti1ll., On Tuesday Febrtery the 1l2th, Dr. "ric Williar

arrivéd in Jamalce for a meetingf the Council of the University;
Thursday

on/February 1l4th the British LabourVParty selected Mr, Harold Wilson

to succeed the 1ate Hugh Gaitskell as leader of the party; on Baturday

February 16th U Thant,the \Secretary-General of the United Nations,

arrived in Jamaica,' 4

Put to prove that we will not be talking from hind-sight in five
or ten years' time, let us declare now just what it is that was
started inwFebruary of 1963,

Lét us)begin with the cholce of Ir. Harold Wileon as leader of e
British Labour Party. In terms of domestié policy Mr, Wilson's |
selection is confirmation of the trend towarde a British society with
just one single class - and that?iéggmiddle-class. The aristocracy
has long accepted that it no longer has any real power in British life,
Indeed even the peerage is largely middle-class these days. And the
really true-blue bloods have made a point of making as a close an
identification with middle~-clacss attitudes and middle-class values as

poseible, The one class that seemed to refuse to face the faet of

this movement towarde a single-class society was the working-class



2
or, to put it more accmrately, large sections of it, people in the
trades union movement and in the industrial and grass roots sections
of the Labour Party. These were the people who saw working-class
governmént as the alternative to ruling-class government; and for thm
this was a fixed state of affalrs. This, at bedrock, was the cause
of all the scrapping inside the British Labour Party owvwer~the years.
But the Welfare State, free education for all, propers/feeding and

proper housing for all - all these factors have conspired to undermime

attitudes
the cult of classe, Class/%x difficult to sustainiin the face of real
g0 has been forced

equality of opportunity; and xke the Brifish Labour Party/(as indeed
have all British political parties) 10 accept and live with the realit:
of Britain as a single middle-class soc¥ety. I think the choice of

Mr, Wilson over lMr, Beorge Brown is Athe final acceptance of thie fact.
If I am right then the next few years will see less and less internd
gscrapping inside the British“Labour Party. Anyway, as far as internal
British politics are econcerned the choice of lMr, Harold Wilson means,

I think, a generalsatceptance by the laét resisters of middle-clas:
status as theqnorm and ideal for the Bx entire British society. In
other words ‘the, cholce of Harold Wilson signifieg the final acpeptann
of tieqendh\of the class-struggle by the British Labour party.

In eXternal affaire I thigk it will mean that the differmnces
between the political partiesf inside Britain will be come a dcal mae
blurred than they now are, lMr, Wilson has already indicated that the
only difference between himself and IMr. Macmillan on nuclear defence
is that he wants the United States to have and handle/:$ih weaponse
on behalf of the West; which makes him sound even more pro-American
than Mr. Macmlillan., It seems to me that Britain looks like achleving

the classless soclety long, long before the communists are in gight o

it. Goodnight.



No 667 General Round-up Continued

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday Feb 22 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The most immediate effect of Dr. Eric w1111ams'
visit to Jamaica has been Wednesday's announcement that Jamaica and
Trinidad will exchange High Commissioners. Senator dlegtor Wynter will
be Jamaica's first High Commisioner in Port of Spain,vand Mr., Matthew
Ramcharan will be Trinidad's firet High Comnissioher in Kingston.
This exchange of diplomatic representatives bétween these two key
British Caribbean islands ie a very gooed thing indeed., And I am not
thinking about what is sentimentally good but in terms of practical
gelf-interest. Let me give you one éxample of what I mean.

British Guiana has run herself into a most unhappy financlal
mess, Investors are unwilling to risk putting their money into that
country because of the political situation which was dramatised by
the burning of Georgetown., Some of the people who had money investel
in Georgetown were insured with firms outside Georgetown., The result
was that whHen _the insurance money was paid out it was generally
paid out %o “the overseas head office of the firm., And many a firm has
simply deeided not to plough the money back into British Guiana, The
result of this is a startling flight of capitel in spite of the
recent Jagan law forbidding thé export of money., Now, once you aré
in such a situation and you need money for development you will look
at what you have and see what you can realise on it. B.G,., has rice
and we all need her rice, Since she ﬁeeds money badly what is to preen
her from putting something on the price of rice., The price of rice
has gone up recently but what‘s'to prevent it going up again? If we

are dependent on her for rice she may, in an attempt to get out of

her troubles, try to get a little more money out of us. If we have



nowhere else to turn we may be forced to pay her new price or do witiou
But Trinidad recently started negotiations with Surinam about rice
and I understand that Surinam is sending or has sent a trial shipment
of rice to Trinidad at a little below the current B.G. price. This
is one very practiical way in whic;}ggitact with Trinida@“can be to
our advantage. I am sure a number of other such pragticalssituations
will arise in bbsh¥ the economic and political fied@ds\in the future,
Dr, Williams has made a clogser study of the Eurebean Economic
Community, he made it his business to establish Dersonal contact
with the leaders of the Gommunity during Kis recent Furopean visit: ;
I think it would be folly if we didynot avail ourselves of hgs special
knowledge and contact, or ¥f we did not work together to achieve the
best ends possible. ConverselyjIrinidad can derive great practical
advantages from close contact with Jamaica, Jamaica's planning
organisations are oldér and*much more experienced than Trinidad's. Tt
would suit Trinidad ‘Te Yearn from our mistakes and so find shortcuts
to planning and development., Jamaica's experience in the internatiord
money markets of the world could also be of real value to Trinidad.
And so I, would say that if we thke up the opportunities created
by Dr., Williams' visit the next five to ten years should see a new
movement towards closer association. in the British Caribbean. But
‘native-born this time, based on self-interest and mutual respect and
growing out of the most profound needs of the people of the region.
And out of this (And this is one of Dr. Williams' dreams) could come
a Caribbean Economic Community, not as rich and powerful as the
European version, but strong enough to make éll the difference between
miéery and a decent life for all the people of this part of the world.

This, I suggest, could be the most significant trend for mz the future
Goodnight.



No 668 The J.A.S., The Minister & the Coffee Industry

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Feb 23 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: For over a month now I have deliberately not said:
a word about the great agricultural debate, The last time I saild
anything on this matter was on January the 20th, the day after the
Prime Minister appeared at the J.A.S. Conference “and, appealed for an
end to politics because 'politics cannot grow yams and bananas', I
told you at the time that this gesture of the/Prime Minister could
restore the situation to normal if bothy\i#re=d ,A.S. and the Minister
of ‘Agriculture allowed 1it.

But I an éfraid that the situatlen has not been allowed to becae
normal and in one instance ag,least all my investigations have led m
to bellieve that it is in fagtf\the J.A.S5. that 1s playing politics,
that does not want the situétion to be normal, I am referring here

. making of appointments
to the XEXXIRKXHRXERXXKEXERRE to the Coffee Industry Board.

I have wailted & long time before making any comment on thid
matter becaucse I, wanted to be quite'sure of my facts and because I
wanted to“allow time just in case the J,A.S. leadership changed its
mind. The facts are still the same and there has been no change of
mind. .
Let me refresh your memories, On Thureday, February the 7th, the
Gleaner carried as 1ts main front page sﬁory the news that the Board
of lManagement of the J.AQS.\ﬁad.rejected the Ministry of Agricultures
appointment of it as the 'approved organisation' for the Coffee
Industry. The Minister had invited the J.A.,S. as the 'approved

organisation' to nominate a panel of five coffee growers from whom

he, the Minister, would select three to sit on the Coffee Industry
Board. By rejecting the appointment the Society got out of having



to nominate five growers., Instead they urged that the Minister
appoint the Coffee Growers' Federation as the approved organisation.
But the same story carried a report that the Coffee Growers Federatior
had taken a pledge not to name any panel of growers to serve on the
Coffee Board under present conditions. So, both the J.A;S. and the
Coffee Growers Federation were in fact bent on boycotting the Coffee
Industry Board.

Now this it where the politics come in. Oh the 9th of January
1961 this selfsame J.A.S. was invited by the(then Minister of
Agriculture (in the P,N.P, Administrgtion) to name three people to
serve on the Coffee Industry Board.\On,the 19th of January 1961, in
answer to the Minister's invitatien, the J.A.S. named Mr. W.N. Henry,
Mr. A.,S5, Wilmot and Mr. A.E. Christie. And so these gentlemen joined
the Coffee Industry Boards: flease note that the Coffee Growers'
Federation was in existerice at the time. It had been registered on
the 3let of August, \1959. So in one instance, under a P,N,P. governmer
the J.A.S. is ‘prepared to does in fact act as the 'approved organisati
In another Inetance, undera J.L.P. Government, it refuses to. If the
J.A.5,. had refused to nominate anyon?.to the Coffee Board in 1961
its present refusal would have been consistent, As it is, I for one
can only interpret it as straight paftisan politics. And what makes

December
this even worse 1s that sometime in/1961 the Cabinet of the then

Government decided that %ﬂg J.A.8. should be recognised as the
'approved organisation' for the coffee industry for the time being.
These are the facts and these facgs say quite simply that on this
issue the Jamaica Agricultural Soclety is playing politics right down

the line..¢ee....Goodnight,



No 669 , Trench Town School Issue

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Feb 25 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: There i1s a real crisis in our education today; ad
it is the worse kind of crisis possible, It is a crisis of confideme -
or, at least, so it seemed to me until I had time to xrea@ Mr, Edwin
Allen's statement carefully over the weekend., After\reading the
statement issued by the Minister on Friday I s#i1ll thkink it is a
crisis of confidence, but not the desperate kind that I feared before
I read the statement,

Before I read Mr., Allen's statement g tended, I suppose like
almost everybody else with no p;rticular political axe to grind, to
accept the charges made by the teachefg’organisations about the non-
appointment of Mr. A.G. Byfiefﬂ to the headmastership of the Trench
Town Senior School., I think the feason for this is perfectly under-
standable, Most of (us\instinctively feel that teache;s have less of
an axe to grind than.politicians; and in any case our sympathies are,
naturally and rightly, I think, on the side of those who look like
being the wictims of political pressures. So I frankly found myself
tending,to sympathise with the position of the teachers over the
Trench Town issue., But even then I felt dietressed because no matter
who was right or who was wrong, it seemed to me that thlis controversy
with ite very heavy political overtones and undertones was not in the
best interests of education in Jamaica. Please do not think that I am
-against any sort of controversy. There are times when arguement and
conflict of views are very good: at such times argument and onflict
lead to new thoughts, new ideas and new lines of action, This is the
ereative aspect to conflict. I think the big debate over the T70-30%

division of free places, and Mr, Edwin Allen's ideas on Comprehensiwe



Schools - I think these two debates could have, and should have led
to a creative re-appraisal of education in Jamaica. Indeed, to a
Unhappily they were shelved too quickly.
certain extent I think they have[ But I am afraid that this present
Trennh Town School debate has hardly anything creative about it; the
aspect that coudd be creative, the questibn of whethen 6ur educat1oni
laws need overhauling or not, this was completely overshadowed by
the politics that waes railroaded into the matter.) The teachers charged
that the Minister's refusal to appoint Mr. Byfield to head the Trend
Town School was political. The Minister chirged that the attitudes and
reactions of the teachers was political, I think that if you read
the Minister's statement as set out on'page seventeen of Saturday's
Gleaner you will see that it is not 411l right on one side and all
wrong on the other. Indeed, I\think that one of Mr, Allgn's strongest
points is that he ies following a pattern set by his predecessor in
asking the Bchool Board to nominate three teachers from whom to choa$
: when his predecessor
a head. lMr., Allenpalsohcites a number of instances/used his discretion
to appoint headg without reference to anybody other than senior
members of hiswMinistry. And then he pointes out that there is no
record, of ‘anybody or any organisation protesting against these
appointments., I think you all know my very high regard for the great
contribution made to Jamaica by the.teaching ppofession, I have told
you before now that I do nof think we honour them enough or reward
them enough. But I am frankly not happy about the wisdom of the stad
thken by them in this case, I do not think all virtue or right is m
the side of the Ministry. But}?egersonally expect more good sense,
more wigdém, more real underetanding of the long-term and short-term
needs of the society, from the teachers in the field than I do from

bureaucrat
any politician or any beresucrat, in any Ministry. Theé teacher 1s amd

" must be the bringer of light; %zf;f doubt and confusion. Goodnight,



.

No 670 Vo i The Problem of Power in a Free Soclety

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Feb 26 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good Evening: I thinkftne of the trickiest probiems any m
gsoclety which has just achleved complete indppendence _must face 1is
the problem of the checks and balances of political power, Often
the way in which a socliety workes out this problem™ini\the first
months of its independence can determine the shapé of the socilety
for generations to come, I think the Jamaicam fociety is now grappling
with this particular problem, In the main™this grappling in not
particularly conscious, but when peoplé Stop to think about it they
know what the score is, But the expression of it is ofﬁen misleading.

The concern with gtk civil liberties and the call for the setting
up of a civil liberties orgamigation is possibiy the most conscious
expression of this contern about fhe checks and balancesgs of power
in a free society. "Butwthose who are interested in civil liberties
do not alwaye put itwin these terms. They put 1t in terms which
suggest that 0ivil liberties in Jamaica are in danger. When the
teachersqsays "We went to be free" they make it sound asg though they

are notyfree; when union leaders talk about victimisation it sounds
-

tas though we are approaching a sort of reign of terror. And this has

led to axxmrkxmR anxiety and uncertainty in séctions of the community -
.especially in the Cerporate Area.

. I can predict with reasonable certalnty that if this anxlety am
uncertainty is fed and built upon we will in faet create a climate

in which victimisation, the loss of civil liberties and all manner of
oﬂher social evéls will become more possible, If you tell a man
often enough that he lives ina society where it is dangerous to spedk

his mind, He will come to believe it. He will then transmit this
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belief to his friends and neighbours. They in turn will transmit it
to their friénds and neighbours until in the end everybody will

éome to believe that it is dangerous for anybody to speak thelr mind,
And the moment those who are in power realise that this belief exists
they will make use of it, no matter which party is in power.

Do you remember the crisis in Red Hills and S1ligoville when we
allowed a handful of pEmpi=m youngsters from America to strike panic
into the society? Basically this was a criminal operation but because
of the state of mind of a section of the society we allowed it to
look like a national crisis. Do you remember the fearful scaremongerin;
stories of what would happen at the national Stadium on independence
night?? Those of you who remember\those things Will/ii;:mber that I
urged calmness and a rejectio;bf panic., One of the greatest dangers
we face is that of being stampeded into losing our heads.,

I do not think anybody is doing it with m;}ce aforethought. I think
the people who arewcreating this atmosphere of anxiety are simpiy
hehaving as though Jamaica 1s still a colony and as though the govenr

Bk A} ot o vngasideel PRy plil Lo

ment of Jamaica must still be treated as the imperial power, This is

A
habit,qandyhabit dies hard. The trouble is that no Jamaican govern-

of today, and of either party, can do what needs to be done in

ment /IRXINARERENAERE X EENXENREX RAXEX XX K AREX P RKEN R RERXREX NRAX X RXEREX
fundamental
XXXEREXR such an atmosphere, and still retain the/freedoms.
I think\ the way out of this tricky situation is not to create
anxiety and[uncertainty, is not to play on fears, but is rather to
create a truly informed ﬁublic opinion that understands the meaning
of the rule of law, and that placee the rule of law above party and
above person., For this I think we need to establish,urgently and
¢

immediately, a non-pertisan National Council for Civil Liberties.

. ; Goodnight.



No 671 : Dominican Republic.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Wednesday Feb 27 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Today is a very important day fdr the people of
the Dominican Republic. For the first time in well over_thirty
years they have today installed as their freely eleCted “President
Juan Bosch., To express Jamaica's congratulatioms and¥good wishes,
the rrime Minister is now in Sante Domingoxxxh= hea&ing an official
government delegation. So, let us, the p€ople of Jamaica, express
our greetings and good wishes to the peéble of the Bomican Republic,
who have had to travel a long and hard,and painful road back to
freedom after nearly a lifetime of dictatorship. And let us hope
won
that their newly/freedom will not agalin be lost to strongment or
dictators. Most important of-all, let us learn from them how long
and terrible the dark night of dictatorship can be, onée a people
lose the right te.decide for themselves who shall rule them, and
for how long. “W\The people of the Dominican Republic, and their nearest
neighbours, the people of Halitl, kayxxk=a@xm are the two peoples of
the Caribbean sea who have drunk most deeply of the bitter cup of
misery imposed by dictatorship. Theirs were dictatorships of the
right: In the case of Haitli it still is. And these. two vountries
Hispaniola (which is Haiti & the Dominican Ren)
share the same land area, /ﬁuhn is about fifty miles to the south-east
Cuba, Cuba
of kksm. ¥%/too was the bitter victim of along dictatorship: now it
hags thrown off the brutal rightist dictatorship only to discover that
Hispaniola
it had chosen the leftist dictatorship of communism. And/%k is roughly
fifty miles
the same @imkanre west of Puerto Rico. We are about a hundred miles
away. Puerto Rico and ourselves are the two mmallest islands of

lé
the Greater Antilles; we are also the two who have escaped the

iron heel of dictatorship: we, because of our special relations with



-

the United Kingdom, and Puerto Rico because of her speclal relations
with the United States.

But we are celebrating the Dominican Republic, It has an area
of well over nineteen thousand square miles and a population of
roughly three millions., It is estimated that about twenty-nine percet
of the population are white; about twelve percent apre Negro and the
rest, abou. fifty-nine percent of the popuiation are a‘mixture of
white, Negro and Indian. . x

The history of these people has not pedh @n easy one, It was the
first island discovered by Columbus andégnfii the beginningggf the
twentieth century it was a sort of pawnlin the game of power politics:
it suffered a series of revolutiens, dictatoré%ipé and wars with Haiti
At one stage it became virtual colony of Haitfy. Beﬁween$%$07 and
1924 it was a sort of voluntary financial colony of th;tUnited States.
That was the only waysithcould be saved from bankruptey.

In 1930 General\Rafdel Trujillo staged a-reVolution and seized
power, Between 180Q ‘and 1900 the Dominican Repuﬁlic'hadfhad ninety-to
governments, Jgst eight short of a government evéry-twelges months
over a period'of a hundred years. That kind of instability was bound
to leadyto/dlsaster; in this case that disaster was 31 years of
dictatorship which ended with Xkixkxy»mme the assassination of
Trujillo on the 30th of NMay, 1961. Since then the people of the
Dominican Republic have laboured to the point where they/ﬁgxeinstallid
a popularly elected President. For these people the past has truly |
been a mint of blood and sorrow, In saluting them let ue hope and

*“Epaay that this will not be so for thelr tomorrows., Goodnight,

- 4



No 672 _ ; . Theshrts:= The Problem of Perochtalism

NEWS COMMENTARY

For trahsmiseion on
Thursday Feb 28 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Over the past weekend - and rather belatedlyrfo?
us = I took tj# my famlly to see "Finian's Rainbow", the curriii?on p
pantomime, And as usual, rules about bedtime and what ngdfat and
drink were suspended for all members of the familsp, for the evening.
The result was that the youngest member of the family had a monumental
binge on aerated water, packets of sweets and those little packets of
dried and salted shttﬁps. So it is perhéps<sot surprising that that
particular member of the family thought &k® "Finian's Rainbow"
marvelously Rummyx grand, And just in case those of you who are
proud of your highbrow tastes.want to dismiss the reactions of a
little girl, 1let me remind you that the main purpose of an enter-
tainment is to entertaih; agé furthermore, let us remember that
because they are .less pretmnclous than grown-ups xk® children are
often more honést’and genuine in their responses than grown-up.
I am not saying thaﬁ the judgement of children 1s more reliable
than that of \grown-upe. What I am saying is that children are more
likely to look at sémething and see it for what it is. Grown=-ups are
often bogged down by considerations of what is supposed to be
fashionable or the way a thing should be done, or how it was done in

. . : it
the Weet End or on Broadway, or what Time Magazine said about/ The

result is that when it comes to simple‘éntertainments grown=-ups who
reggpd themselves as sophisticated are often so bemused by their own
clevernessAthat they cannot see the wood for the tress,

I think 'Finian's Rainbow' has suffered particularly from this
sophisticated clever grown-up business., And let me confess that it

caught me too. I was told it wae not ae good as the last pantomime,
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that it was not, like the others we've had, writteh by Jamaicans and

gset in Jamaica - in fact, it was subtly conveyed to me that it was
neither pantémime nor play but a rather poor musical,imported from
the States,and therefore not up to much. And because this was
suggested rather than stated outright, I accepted it4 Inﬂgﬁher words,
without quite realising it, I had become part of the climate of"
opinion that was quietly anti-"Finian's Rainbow"/because it was foregn
made and not like past pantomimes. The result %e that I probably waid
not have seen "Finian's Rainbow" if the youmgest one had not nagged
for weeks for us to go. ) ) »
The whole point about =EkXimx telling you all this is to show
just how easy it is for us towbecome uttérly parochial about the
arte. And let us face it, There are strong forces working for this
parochialism, There are padble for whom the only good art, the only
theonly good literature, the only dance,
good music, the only'goed theatre,/are found in our own back yardg,
and limited to a few'wvery simple themes, While I understand and
sympathise with what these people are after, I think they overstate
their case“terribly. And if these people are allowed to get away with
this artistic parochialism,the arts in Jamalca could be led}gioa blind
alley of narrow, blinkered artistic nationalism, Let us always remembe:
that while all art stems from the particular, all good art is by its
And this applies to the simpler entertainments tom,
~ very nature universal in appeal,/That is why I hope all of you»will
try to see Wycliffe Bennett's production of Bhaedra before it closes.
It shows Jamalica actors grappling with great theatre.
ARAXERXEXEARRIIERX KB XRREXRINRIREXRRER XA RRERERX RS And 'Finian's

Rainbow is grand entertainment with a bright new star in Miss Sheila

Rickarde, I'm glad I did not miss it. Goodnight.



No 673 The World Scene:
ECM Blocks France's African Friedds;
Khrushchev on Communist Differences
U.S. & European Defehce

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmissién on

Friday Mar 1 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: The international political picture is going
‘through one of its fluid periods, It is rather as though We are
looking at S;Zigﬁure which is out of focus and which the cameraman
is trying to bring into focus. ©Such a picture ill grow big, then
small; sharp and clear, then cloudy and blurreé;_éhd the viewer will
have a hard time making any sort of senee out of such an unsteady
picture. That is the state of world polit;cs at the moment.

In Brussels the Council of Minisﬁers of the European Common
Market has bogged down over the question of signinée trade and aid
treaty with eighteen African states, The fact that sixteen of these

, and that they are sponsored by Franc
states are former French colonies/has led a section of the world
press to see this as (revenge against France by other members of the
Common Market for.heér.veto of Britain's membership. At the moment
France buys coffee,®bananas and other agricultural produce from these
African states.at special price% which ensure them a decen£ protected
market. The éigning of the pact would transfer this epecial responsdhj

Under the Treaty
from Frante to the Common Market./The Common Mrket would set up a
development fund of about two-hundred and fifty million pounds to
help these Af-ican states. This is the treaty that should have been
signed this week, But both theiItalians and the Dutch have elections
coming up in May and for political reasons these two would much rathe
postpone the signing of the treaty till after the electlions., In the
case of the Dutch it might also EEx incidentally, be a way of showing
resentment against the French veto of Britéin. But I doubt that it 1is

g0 in the case of the Italians, Certainly, it seeme to me a great
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mistake for anybody to think that any of the six Common Market
countries will try to wreck this very successful partnership just
for the sake of Britain., So, if you want the picture to be a little

o

1éss blurred and confused take your reports of Common Market troub%es
with a pinch of salt, No country in EBurope loves Britaim so much

that it is prepared to destroy Europe's future to prove;igl They mﬁy
try delaying tactics to show De Gaulle that they are\nét rubber stams:
but they will not court disaster for the sake ‘ef Britain.

If you need any support for this view all ‘you have to do is look
at the United States' revised approach to/Furope. Britain is no longer
the plenipotentiary through whom Uncle SBm expresses his views to the
Europeans. Top ranking American ‘diplomate are in Brussels and at Nat;
headquarters, and Dr, Hallst@in of the European Economic Commission
is in the United States t&wwork out details for the updating of the

Government
General Agreement on [fariffis and Trade. In short the United States/
has gone throughtits Yagbnising reappraisal' and all the indication &
are that it is a;cepﬁing the g}sturbing fact that Europe will not be
anybody's puppety But while the government seems to have accepted
this fact there still seem to be confusion in the Congress and the
Senate anZ?%EE people of the United States. And this tends to confuse
the picture.

Wednesday

Finally, 'peacemonger' Khrushchev's warlike rumblings on/fmexsax
suggestse that he is under pressure from the'Chinese' faction inside
Russia. The Chinese, as you know, are those who want a tough agressive
communist line, The fact that he had to say specifically that Russia
would defend China suggests that the presaure is very great indeed.
But Khrushchev has been under greater pressurgifggg ;uptived. He
may do it again: or, the Chinese may get him, The picture is fluid.

Goodnight.



No 674 Prison Conditions.

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Mar 2 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Goodevening: I have a letter with me this evening. It came fram
Guy's Hill, St Kary and the person who wrote 1t to me #8"Mr, Alfred
Williams, Mr, Williams signe himself as an ex-prisoner,‘someone who
has served time in tﬁe General Penitentiary. And.,hig Letter is about
conditions in the General Penitentiesry. The leégter is not very clean
The spelling is bad, and often I had to guess/where a sentence ended
and another began.‘ In other words, this“detlter is from a semi-literat
ex—jailbipd; | ) -

Now, this letter can be appreached in two ways. We é%n say here
is someone who obviously has ‘had hardly, any education at all; on top
of this pe is a self-confessed exigétfbtrd who does not even go thragh
the motions of preten?ing that he was innocently convicted. Therefore
this man is hardly likely to be a very respectable member of society{
We can say that, put his letter into the wastepaper basket and dismis
its content®s, That can be the.first approack,

The 'second can be to say: Writing this letter has obviously ben
a very gredat effort for this man: the evidence is there in the letter
iteelf. It is always a mental and physical and emebional strain for
@ a person to do something they are unused to. Also, this man has
discharged whatever debt ,he owed society by suffering imprisonment
for it. So the very least we can do for this man 1is to give him a
hearing. -

And because my approach is the second one, I am telling you abar t

thie letter from Alfred Williame, In addition, there is this problem

In most of the situations and conditions in which we find ourselves,
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we can generally do something to correct any glaring abuses. If
working conditions or conditions in hospitals are bad, publip\opiniax
can and generally does so something about it. The pregg mgy uﬁ;;}th
the particular abuse/ mx aniﬁ:;egge public opinion or else public
opinion mgyforce the preéﬁfto do something about. The one place where
thie breaks down is in pr;;on. When people are in prisen they are
completely cut off from the normal every day world. When, they get ouk
of prison they are so anxious to put the experieénce Bbehind them that
they do not talk about it. So the abuses that.take plaveg in prison
take place in darkness and in secrecy and vgry rarely co$2§:§ the
searchlight of public opinion. For thlg reason I welcomed, in a-
horrifled sort of way, the glimpse of pyison life Mr, Wil}iams's letter
once tbLJu/

Prisoners,/mmm they anre inside,danhéompletely at the mercy of

A
the warders, If the warder Happens to be kindly life is not too bad

-
showed me,

while that particulariwarder 1s on duty; but 1f the warder is a vicious
sadistic Dbrute thén life can be hell for prisoners. Mr, Williams tals
about a prisoner having hils h&ad broken and his hand broken and being
put into the'dumb cell' for sevéral days. Beatings up seem to be a
common,thing.

Undoubtedly the most dreadful aspect of this ugly business is the

and absolute :

terrible/power the wardersSeem to have over the prisoners, I think it
is wrong for any individual or group of individuals to have that kind
of power over anybody, Mr. Williams asks me to appeal to the Minister
of Home Affairs to look into these prison conditions, I do so with all
my heart. I think that we need some system -to ensure that hp prisonas
are completely at the mercy of prison warders, I am not one who beliwmes
in turning prisons into homes away from home. I think people must pa
for their crimes; but that does not mean they must be brutalised by
their keepers, Goodnight.



No 675 ~ Eeconomic Indicators

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Mar 4 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The Minister of Finance, Mr, Donald Sangsters,
and the Financial Secretary, lMr. G. Arthur Brown, have just returned
from a mission to the United States that could be of, conisiderable
importance to us, But mm we will have to wait until\lirs Sangster has
reported to the Cabinet before he can give usdany,.sort of official
account of his trip. But even without any information on this very
important visit I think there are certaln /very clear economic
indicators that give us some sort of éutline of the shape of things tc
come,

First, we know that somewherevround about the middle of last
month the people at the Ministry of Finance had put the final touches
to part of this years' Bﬁdget. Second, we know that the draft of
this ﬁgvernment's Devclbpment Programme has just been completed and

a

that/its long-term“projections cannot therefore have been incorporatec
a

in next month!s\Budget. This means that we will not have xtkm clear
detailed statement
/auxXix=g ‘of ‘where this government pdans to go, when lr, Sangster
presents his Budget. For such a detailed statement we will have to
wait on the publication of the Development Programme; and present
indications are that this will be out round about the middle of this
year., And this might well be followed by a second Budget to make
financial provisions for the main features of the Development
programne, =
So, Qng?he face of it the indicators are that the situation is
still fluid,%an terme of just where the economy is going over the

long run, And this has caused great concern in certain business

circles in the Corporate Area, Even the very successful Independence



Loan issue, which closed at the record figure of £2.2 million last
week, has disturbed many intelligent businessmen who are by no means
hostile to the present government. And the reason for thelr being
disturbed is very valid. To what use, they want to know, is the
Government putting the £2.2 million. You do not, they/say, borrow
money on which you have to pay interest and then proceed-to put that
money in the bank., They say the economy cannot affordvto have idle,
lazy money lying in the bank, especially if_it is borrowed money on
which interest has to be paid. I agree with them, The sooner this
mponey is put to work, the better for the economy. But the money must
in fact be put to work, not frittered‘awiy on the kind o£ gonsumer
spending spree which brought us close to diaster a year or so back,

I think Mr., Sangster's maliln.fiécal preoccupation, that of getting
the country to live within=ils means, instead of way beyond its pocket
is a very necessary one, provided it does not slow down the economy :
too drastically. And there are many people who feel that the economy
cannot be slowed down any more than it has already been., On the other
hand, there are people who feel that the present economic pause is a

say, and figures support them,
good thing for the country. These people/fmmx that since about 1956
the highest percentage

the trend-has been for/mmsx of the national wealth to gravitate
‘ the

towards the non-productive sector of the economy, towards/wholesale
and retail distributiogiﬁdeéertainly, a slowing down in thisgector
of the economy, especially where it concerns imported lumury items,
will not be a bad thing for Jamaica. But you cannot slow down any
sector of the economy without creating unemployment in that sector.
And this, I think, constitutes one of the major problemsg in the

shaping of our economic future. I will explore this more fully

tomorrow: so till then, goodnight.



No 676 Economic Indicators (2)

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Mar 5 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: If we were to state Jamaica's basic economic
probgam in its crudest and simplest form, it would go semething like

were to make

this: If Jamaica/mmi® the best possible use of her Jand it would
mean mechanising agriculture, stepping up production, .£&nd throwing
at least fifty percent of those people who now, liwe on the land off
it.

Last night/I said that you canﬁot slow=down activity in any
sector of the economy without creating unemplgyment. Now I am saying
that you cannot make agriculture AZXE efficient/zgogggd 21l of us
and perhaps earn something ower, without also creating large-scale
unemployment, To some extentithis generalisation would apply to
almost any walk of lifen Efficiency means either the partial or
total displacement Oof men by machines or else a drastic reduction
of the number of meh doing a given job. This is one of the realities
of life in _the twentleth century, it is also one of the great peoblas
Jamaica <hds, to face if it is to work and think its way out of its
present, economic difficulties, And I certain@}y do not think that'we
are either facing this problem or trying to think our way out of 1t
when the leaders of our two major parties accuse each other of being
responsible for making the loading of bananas more efficient ~ as

though 1t were a crime.
A It ie when we try to find solutions to this problem that we
really run into trouble, Employers want efficiemncy - and therefore

mechanisation - as soon as possible. The workers' representatives

are dead against 1t, The government of the day, whether it be P.N.E

or J,L.P. tries to maintain an uneasy balance, meanwhile seeking



to create as many new jobs as possible,

During the P.N.P. regime this creation of new Jobs occurred

building

mainly in the zmmxkrxeximi® industry, in the growing and expanding
wholesale and retail distribution trade and in the new industries on
the industrial estate. These were the key sources of new_Jjob @pportuni
And in the main these job opportunities were in the Corporate Area.
In retrospect, the approach of the P,N,P. seemgmto haVe been to
welcome economic activity wherever possible bec@use all such activity
#% seen as in the long-term good. In thessho¥t term however, most
activity took place in the Corporate Area, and a non-productive |
sector of the economy became the strongest, to the detriment of our
balance of payments position.

I suggest that it is againet this background that we need to
read our indicators. And agaiﬁs’c tr:g background the indicators arey
that: there :i: bound to be increased taxation, though this may
slow down the economy,even more if it is in personal incomes; a great

Government

deal of/spending whll take place in rural Jamaica and the distressal
as well as some Kingston workers

Kingston méPehants /will have to go into the country areas if they
want to earna bit of what there is; unemployment will be our biggest

problemuntil the money that is saved is put to work, primarily to
efficient

bring land that is now unused under/cultivation , andiindustries

are—egtabitsked. in rural Jamaica to absorb those workers who cannot
when it 1s efficiently run.
be supported on the land/£333353¥33¥¥¥8¥833$ This is the challenging

situation out of which the government's Development Programme muet

A—d  Hox produetive ook oo
point the way. ma-r-p-xus—a—wc;t";grnardy‘woﬂr———eoo&r&gm
n-<;JL-cj,jl, i “’\**4hﬂ* dq, el ‘“"tx4~rc§Q,n*42_ Lr&a/2{\
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Mo 677 " Nat¥onal Heroes & All That...... 9

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Wednesday Mar 6 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: I have tried to follow the present controversy
about who is Jamaica's National Hero, who should be Jamaica's‘Nationa]
Hero and how he sghould be chosen., But you know, every, time I try
to concentrate seriousgly on this business my mind'sorﬁ of slips
away into the world of fantasy and I find myself witnéssing imaginary
conversations between groups of people who once thought themselves
to be Natlional Heroes, or whose followers once made them feel that
they were National Heroes. . :
Last night, for instance, I witﬁessed such an imaginary
conversgation between the late ‘and unlamented Joseph Stalin and
Adolf Hitler and Benito dMusselini. Stalin had just finished reading
the transcript of theée speech Mr, Khrushchev had made on earth denounc!
him. (Perhaps 1 forkgot to tell you that these people are somewhere
on a black cloud beyond OGuter 8pace, in a place called HEER H-E-L-L
pronounced (hack to front) Anyway, Stalin had just finished xh® reading
the speeeh 3 which Khrushchev had accused him of all those terrible
things., »ﬁbth Hitler and Mussolini watchefi him quietly as he began
to shake with rage. Hies face turned puce, his eyes popped, he began
to beat his chest with his fist; he opened his mouth but his rage
choked the‘ﬁords. Suddenly his eyes went glass¥ and he passed out
cold. His great anger had stopped the ghostly flow of ghostly blood
blood to his ghostly brain. ‘
"These Rytssians", Hitler said in disgust. "Such primitive

emotional creatures." Mussolini chuckled wickedly and said: "You

seem to Rmr have forgotten your own reaction when you first discovere



the fickleness of mortal men). Do you remember the tantrum you

threw when we looked down at the Nuremberg trials and people by whom
you swore turned and blamed all those atrocities on you. Remember
you too went into a fit...."

"You dirty, oily Italian cowardg!" Hitler screamed and stalked
away.) lussolini threw back hie head and roared withslaughter. Just
then Stalin opened his eyes. Mussolini stopped daughing and said:
"Feeling better,old man? It isn't worth it, you know. You and Hitler
made the mistake of taking yourselves seriougly. I tried to too. But
I couldn't keep it up. Every time I stepped up into my shoes, and
every time I stepped up onto the box toslook tall while I.addresseq
the Roman crowds, some of my closestssupporters snickered behind my |
back. And so, when they told mé&what & great National Hero I was,

I knew that they were only-dingratiating themselves, But I liked it &ll
the same., The big thing 1s to be able to smile at it./) I know you and
Hitler think it is wreng to laugh at yourselfes but look at all the
grief and bitberness you carry around with you. Emk Nobody can decide
- for tomorrow éxcept tomorrow's people."

"But DUenin and I shaped them! " Stalin roared. "We are their
NationalwHeroes for all timeV Hitler, who had come back quletly,
said: "You allowed your pgychéphants to fool you, Herr Stalin, Just
look down.,"

They all lay on =®=k the black cloud and look down on a black
Kremlin night where ghostly figurés were moviné?gody beside that
of Lenin from it place of honour and carrying it to a hole in the
earth éut in the garden., §Stalin moaned and passed out once more,
"Sadistic brute!" Mussolini hissedﬁﬁnd walked away. Napoleon watched

them from a distance, a pitying smile on his lips. Goodnight.



No 678 L'Affairye Bidault & Freedom of Speech

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Mar 7 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

To

Good evening: I think we in Jamaica can, if we allow ourselves,
learn a great dedl about freedom of speech from what theg French A
would call the Bidault affair, It shows up in a most dramatic form
of free speech
the true meaning/and the wide latfitude allowed ah organ of public
information. So, let us examine 1t for the greategblect lesson it is
The forces invdlved in this affair are theaBritish Broadcasting‘
Corporation, a former French Prime Ministér named M., Georges Bidault,
and the British nation and its elegtcd Parliament. I am sufe that
moet of you have heard and read @bout tﬁe details of the affair, but
let me just give you the outlkine very quickly., M. Bidault, who was
Prime Minister of France in 1946, is today the leader of a terrorist
organisation which is@®@dicated to the destruction of President |
de Gaulle's governmeéntu-. by violence and murder if necessary. Indeed,
de Gaulle ie so stromgly supported by the majority of the French
people that_hls “enemies feel the only way they can get rid of him is
to murder *him.  And as the head of the organisation dedicated to the
murder of @e Gaulle, Bidault is a wanted man; he is on the run from
the French security forces.

_Well, on Monday of this week the British Broadcésting Corporatim'
Television Service shocked all of Britain and most of the rest of the
world by showing the film of an interview one of the B.,B.C.-T.V.
representatives had had with M., Bidault. Almost immediately after
the film was shown the storm broke. British newepapers wanted to knov

if the authorities had given permission for M, Bidault to enter

Britain. When they discovered that no such permission had beeﬁ given

[

they attacked the Government, the Government's security x=x and

A
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immigration services. The attack was immediately taken up by the
Labour Party Opposition, whose members asked some very searching
and embarrassing questions in the House of Commons. ‘

And now we come to the very interesting point about this affair.
The B.B.C. is a public 6Borporation which is dependent for its money
on the British Government. And it was the B.B.C.'s broadcasting of
bhe television interview which had led to the embarfassing position
in which the British Government found itself., And yet nobody, neither
the government, nor the opposition Labour Party nor the press nor
the public attacked or blamed the B.B.C . \dnd€ed, at the height of
the controversy a spokesman for the gnvefnment made it very plain
that the government had absolutely no 'say in what the B.B.C. .
broadcast., And so we have tHe,striking situation that the B.B.C.
which is dependent on the gowvernment for ite finances broadcasts
something which causeg the government accute embarrassment and yet
the government confirmg~the B.B.C.'s independence and upholds its
right to #m free epeech. This is something very striking in itself.

What makeg 3t even more striking ic when we set against the
recent jailing of a couple of newspapermeﬁ who refused to disclose
the source/of a story which affected the country's national security.
It would seem that the British people and their parliament are agreel
tgat the only justifiable limitation to freedom of speech is when it

v Lapnt - Ule dlia :

involves national securitx& at all other times there are no limits
other than legal ones,In fact, in the Bidault affair the British
government endorsed the B.B.C.'s right to free speech, even when that
freedom put the government itself in a most embarrassing position.
For me this 1s the great significance of the Bidault affair,

Goodnight,



No 679 National Dental Week - follow=-up letter
from Dr. J.H.B. Monteith.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Friday Mar 8 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I hope you will aldow me to come back, rather
Eelatedly, to the subBect of dental health. Following_on gy comments
during National Dental Health Week, I received a mo8t interesihpg
letter from from Dr, J.H.B. Monteith, the Iresident o: the Jamaica
Dental Association., I do not think I can remémbér=a time when
criticisms I have made have been accepted with such grace and
courtesy, and for this I am most gratefuls/towDr. Monteith; but there
wa 8 a lot more to the letter than (Jjust that.

From the letter it is clear\that thg Dental Association is

P

aware of most of the problems I’mentioned&my broadcast of February
the 20th, Certainly, they seéem aware of the desperate need for dental
care in the rural aregs., Dr. Monteith says that dentists in these
areas have been asked, to“give talks on dental health and that the
Association is,  willing to send speakers into the rural areas if civiec
groups would write and ask., So, for the benefit of these groups the
address of “the Association 1s Box 19, Kingston 5.

Dr.\Mopteith also told me about an emergency dental sertfee
started by a panel of dentists a few years ago to get over the
problem of people who néeded attention at weekends and public holidag.
The arrangement was for xk a certain taxi service to ‘act as liason
with patient who needed emergency treatment. But it seems that there
was little or no demand for this ser¥teeénd so it wa given up. Howewa,
Dr. Monteith makes the very ilmportant point that if we are really

properly educated in matters of dental health these emergencies are

likely to be drastically reduced. Certainly s this propeetidon.
A



Dr. Monteith's final point is that the only solution to Jamaica's
dental health problem is to have more dentists. And fo this he
suggests the setting up of a dental school either at the University
of the West Indies or in assoclation with the University. I could
not agree more and I hope this will soon be undertakens

But in the meantime, while we are working towards the turning
out of more dentists large sections of the Jam&icen papulation are
in urgent need of dental care. Bad teeth means.poisoning the blood
stream and a sluggish system means bad performance. School children
with bad teeth are toxic and sluggiskh and this shows up in their
school work; grown-ups in this state dperate at halfcock., So it seems
to me important that until we get iInto that happy situation-where
we have enough dentists fof, all of Jamaica, the dentists we do now
have should do their best“to cover as much of the island as they can,
With thies in mind, & Sshould like to put two ideas forward for the
consideration of the \Association,

First, 1% %t possible for~members of the Dental Association to
XEXKREXXEXNAXR

/XXRIXRANEXKERIENXX® have regular clinics at the health centres
gcattered throughout Jamaica in much the same way that doctors now
hold regul;r clinice at these centres? If this were possible it would
do a great deal to improve the dental health of the community. The
second 1dea is to get mobile dental clinics to travel to schools in
the rural areas and look after the teeth of school children., It
seems to me most important that this business of creating a dentally
healthy community should be persued as a matter of great urgency,

both immediately and in the long run. Goodnight,



No 680 The Agricultural Debate:
Foreman on mechanical cultivation on hig3sides

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Mar 9 at 6.,15p.m %
Peter Abrahams speaking o

Good evening: On Wednesday of this wéek Mr, R.A., Foreman,
the Chairman of the Agricultural Development Corporationg, made a
most interesting contribution to the great agriculdupél debate., Mr,
Foreman wae speaking at the monthly meeting of sthe @oard of Manage=-
ment of the J.A.S. and he made it very cleax that he was expressing
his own views and not the policy Pf the gaverﬁment. And what Mr.
Foreman said ih the expressing of his own.ﬁrivate opinion strikes
me as of such funddmental importanco'that I hope it will be discussed
iy agricultural circles throughout Jéamaica.

Mr. Foreman said that to eomsider the question of mechanical
cultivation of hillside ‘Tandiwhile land was being fragmented at
ites present rate was|a waste of time., Mr, Foreman said that mechanica:
cultivation was not\eeonomically possibg&# on small holdings. Eor
mechanical cultivation to be feasible a number of small hbldings
would either~heave to be opened up co-operatively, or else the holding:
would have to be big enough. Now, because this could be viewed as
such a radicaly and provocative idea, let me repeat Mr, Foreman's

statement that he was exprfssing his own private opinion and not the

@
-

policy of the government.

To show you jugt,how crucial a contribution to the great
agricultural debate %his is, we will have to go back to early in
January when Sir Arthur Thelwell and lMr, David Edwards of the
University clashed sharply over the question of the most broductive
slze of our agricultural hdéldings,

In what I considered a moet brilliant analysis of Jamaica's

agricultural problems, lMr, Edward suggested that we should apply



crop zoning and create economic medium sized farms of betgeen twenty-
five and sixty acres for the most rewarding and most productive
farming. Sir Arthur Thelwell on the other hand, wanted more
subsidies and up to ten families on five acres of iand. You may
remember that I commented on these two conflicting viGWpoints on
Friday January the 1llth. I told you at the time,tHat’in effect,

Mr, Edwards was saying: Let us make agriculture more efficient than
it now is because it is in the interest of the economy to do so.

Sir Arthur,on the other hand, was saying® Let us put as many people
as possible on the land and subsidise theém because this is our
greatest and most urgent social need, AAd 1 told you at the time
that it seemed to me that the shapesof Jamaica's future was more
intimately tied up with which‘pf these two views prevailed than with
almost anything else that wés then happeing. Nothing that has
happened since the 1llth of January has made me change my mind.

Now, in expressing his own private opinion, Mr, Foreman has
brought an additional dimension to the debate., I think we are all
accepting theéwldea that farming with mechanical aids does mean more
efficient\farming. Wpat Mr, Foreman has brought home is that it will
be a waéte to use those mechanical aids on small plots of land, and
we are faved with the situation that land holdings, especially in
hillside areas, are getting smaller and smaller as a result of
fragmentaion, Therefore there are two ways out for efficiency: either
put a stop to fragmentation or else create a pattern of co-operative
farming throughout Jamaica, I think Mr. Foreman has made an importat
contribution to the great agricultural debate by raising this point.,
Plesse think and talk on it. Goodnight.



No 681 ‘ : The Problem of the Moral Code

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday Mar 11 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: 1 am sure mbst of you saw the report &n the fromt
page of this morning's paper in which a prominent Anglican clergyman
in Britain xzx® is said to have challenged the prevailing pnd
generally accepted attitudes to sexual relationshf%ﬂ According
to the report, Canon D.,A. Rhymes said that our’present moral codé
that says sex outside of marriage it wrong, is7not based on any of
the téachings of Christ. There is, he Say®ywno trace of this teachig
in the attitude of Christ., And he applies this view to the matter of
homosexuality as wellX. Then, turning'lo the argument of those
people who say that-morality‘ehould‘be based on Natural lLaw, Canon
Rhymes askgs: What is natural and what 1s unnatural? And then he
comes up with the very reéléhable éonclusion that it 1s very doubtful
whether nature offers'lny guidance on morality.

' And so, havidg“shown that the accepted Moral Law against mmx
extra-marital ‘sex is not based on Christiannteaching and that the
same moral l;w against homosexuality is not unnatural - becauée
nothing\is unnatural to nature - Canon Rhymes proposes that our
present moral code should be replaced by a code'related to the
person and the needs of the person'., If wé want people to live well,
he says, we must emphasize love, no% morality.

Now what does éll this mean? If the report is correct it means
that the ggod Canon sees ndthing wrong in homosexuality agd extra-
mariial sex because neither the teachinges of Chriet nor the Laws of

Nature specificallj say that these are morally wrong.

The thing that worries me is what is likely to happen to society

if we accept the Canon's code which, in his own words is: 'related



to the person and the needs of the person,' If you or I or any
other eitizen has a compulsive need to wreck happy homes or to lead
.insurrections or to blow up buildihgs, are we tp be free to do s0?
At the moment society says no, At the moment all of us are, to
one extent or another, governad by sets of rules which hawe grown
up over the years and which exist mainly to give order and stability
to our society. An important aspect of these rules is the punitive
quality which gives them teeth, There are go many things that we
do not do because we know that doing then ana being caught will lead
to punishment., Often, the only reason”Why,we do not do something is
for fear of punishment., Often we don{t do a thing that we want to
do because we know that our,socisty will disapprove. And our society,
let us never forget, is a corporate and 1iving\entity, something that
has evolved and grown and. Fomething that has alstrong instinct for
historical survival: the,Jaﬁaican soclety as such is at least two
hundred years oidor thaﬁ the oldest living Jamaicaﬁ. When everyone
of us now living is*dead the Jamaican society will still be here, and
At ;t is a he@lthy society its children (our descendents)will still
be inhibited Trom doing certain things because they fear the
disgapproval of the society. And it is this consciousness of the
approval and disapproval of the soclety which is the cornefstone of
so much of our conducgr If you go with me this far you will, I think,
aéree with me what any code which proposes to put the individual and
his personal needs above those of spciety is, ultimately, ﬁangerous
and destructive, Certainly, I agree with the good Canon that we mast
emphasise love: but sd# real love 1s creative, admits of restraint,
wloall : A ! A A

and is in profound alliance with the noblest impulses of its society.
[\

The other, the liberty that is licence, is dangerous. Goodnight.



No 682 Education and Politics = A Way Out
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Good evening: The last time that I discussed education wés on
Monday February the 25th when I discussed the Trench Town School

- issue. You will remember that Mr. Eﬁwin Allen, the Ministcr of
Education had published his statement on the matter “the Saturday
before. In that statement he said that his predtcebsor in office,

Mr. Florizel Glasspole, had set the pattern gnd1£hat he, Mr, Allen,
was simply following a paﬁtern set by ak?”N ? Minister., 1 tolq you
at the time that I thought this was a very strong point in support

of Mr. Allen's charge that the attitude of the teachers wa s partisan‘
and political. And I told you that I was not happy about the wisdom

of their stand.

4 i
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Welly since then, 6n the eight of March, Mr, Glasspole has
issued a statement in Whiéh he challemged the Minister's claim that
he, Mr. Glasepole,\BAd set the prevendent for the Minister's action. ,
Mr, Glasspghe ¢a®d that he d4id not, in thg case of Tarrants Senior
Séhool,'tge-caée cited in the Minister's statement, ask for the
nomizathgyl of three names. And then ﬁeachallenged the Minister to
cite chapter snd verse. So far the lMinister has not yet replied to
the Glasspole challenge. Ana until the Minister does reply we must
view his statement with the element of doubt raised by Mr.,Glasqu}e.

Meanwhile, it seems to me-théf the teachers are trylng to gét Clavet
from the political overtones and undertonee of the Byfield case.

I think the decision to let a court of law decide whether the Minlster'
action was within the law or not is the only sensible way out of this

dead-end situation. Whether we like to admit &t or not, the rights
and wrongs of the Byfield case will alwaye be overshadowed by the faik
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that Mr, Byfield is regarded mainly as a political figurey

I think this matter of the injection of party politics into
almost every single important Jamaican undertaking is a very serious
matter indeed. Unless it is halted it could hurt the society very
grievously by turnihg Jamaica into a house divided against itself,

I hope that the teachers, the logical 1éqders of public opinion .
in society - and the Ministry of'Edubation, willrsd“égsolve their
differences as to be an example to the rest of'the,éountry.>And I
should like the basig for such a resolution ‘should be to take politis
out of education and education out of poiitics. I should like to
see the Educatioﬁ Law so rewritten that‘no'Ministér of government,
‘now or at any time in the futureszwill%be able to interfere in the
choosing and appointing of any, teachers, from the lowest to the
highest, And I should like the, law so wewritten that no teacher
will be able to turn hié-prﬁfeésion and ‘'his position to party politdml
advantage. I should Llike“the teacher's position to be like that of
the senior civil sefiant: he will have views of his own but as a
responsibie servant of the state he will not be permitted to taﬁe part
in partyepoditics of a public nature, And if he or she wishes to
stand for elective office they should be required to resign-from
teacﬁing. I certainly do not think it is good for education for the
teachingprpfession to be treated as the stepping stone to a political
career or?ihe place Qhere the defeated politician waits till next time
So, let there be an end to the colonialist laws in our education;
and let there be an end to the political teacher. If the current
controversy leads to this situation then it may yet turn out to have
been a very good thing indeed. Certainly, this could be a way out of

the present educational mess, I hope it is. Goodnight. .
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No 683 - Kenya & Southern Rhodesia

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmisesion on
Wednesday Mar 13 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last week Mr. Duncan Sandys, the British
Commonwealth and Colonial Secretary, inherited or, rather, created
another tricky problem by settling a big one. The problem Mr. Sandys
had settled was over the Kenya constitution., He<had handled the

Kenya African leaders, one of whom is the gredt Jomo Kenyatta,/ with

~such skill that they had settled their differences and agreed on

a' constitution under which the country'coﬁid‘move forward to internal
gself government, But no sonner had Mr. Sandys done this when
trouble blew up in his face. Onithe “east Kenya is bordéred by the
independent state of Somalia, And'many of the people who live on
the Kenya side of the border reéard themselves as Somalis rather
than Kenyan. Religionshas a great deal to do with 1it. The Somalis aée
Muslims, the Kenyans are/pagans animists or Christians, And the
Muslim religion 1s“wvery much more than a weekend or Sunday affair,
which is what Chrisiiantty so often 1s: it 1is social, cultural,
religious“and economic. So the hold of Islam is very strong on its
cﬁildron. Ané so it was that when these people of Kenya who regard
themselves as Somalis heard about the coming of fﬁll internal self-
government, they demonstrated for their territory to be incorporated
with the neighbouring Somalia. The Somali government immediately tool

up the matter and fired off some protests to Whitehall, Britain

assured the government of Somalia that its claims will be given a

hearing when Kenya finally moves to full independence., Britain alsé
assured the people of that part of Kenya that they will be given a

chance to express their views before any final decision is made., In

spite of these assurances the government of Somalia has now broken



off diplomatic relations with Great Britain and the situation on the
border between Somalia and Kenya is very tense., It is a situation
that could very easily lead to trouble and violence. But because it
ie still Britain who is handling the gituation I think the impulse
to violence will be contained. What 1s indicated though is that
after Kenya's independence, when Britain has withdfawn “ffom the
picture, we may have a situation on the Kenya Semalia border that
could be similar to the Indiaﬁ-Pakistan‘border‘diépute. So I\think
we are now witnessing the beginnings of‘wbat'could become a serious
border problem in tomorrow's Africa. Tﬁisais definitely a potential
trouble spot. N\ - .
The other trouble spot, and thes ome which could be mﬁre explosiwe
in the short run,~is Southern Rhodesia, Earlier this year a number
of events occurred to milke for the explosive atmosphere, First, a
conservative
new all-white/government took over power and immediately set about
tightening'controlé~ovér the huge black majority (There are nearly
four million blacks{to under a quarter of a millioﬁ whites). The
African natlenalist leader, Joshua Nkomo was clamped in jail aﬁd
the govérnment announced some of the most fantastic penalities (long
stretches’ in jail, floggings and even death) for agitating or acting
to change the government. Neztt Nyasaland seceded from the Central '
African Federation and Northern Rhodesia (where xhnxxxxx a black
dominates the Assembly
ma jAority/tmxkERESxXEXNEIRXEEXER) also said it wanted to get out of
the Federation. So the whites of Southern Rhodesia decided to
tighten their grip. But without help from Britain they have neither
the numbers nor the physical strength of the South African whites;

S0 it looks very much as though we are in for some ugly racial

trouble in Southern Rhodesia, which 1s not yet completely indevendert.
Goodnight.



No 684 ‘ 1)National Water Authority
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Good evening: . We have had some very dramatic headlines in
the news this week, Jamaica will soon have its own international
Airline; the International Momentary Fund will arrange” for Jamalca |
to have three and a half million pounds worth of(stehdby credit;
the Jamaica government 1s today floating a one-and-a?half million
pound loan on the London money market., These,»and a number of others
have been the headlines of the weekjL%éhis evening I want to deal ‘
with igisa topic¢ which did not maketthe main headlines but which
ae very important for all that, Indeed, I should say that the
passing of the National Water Authérity Law is possibly the most
important act of the week as far as the vast majority of Jamalcans
are concerned.

. If you agree with me that beforé we can have progress we must
have progressivethought, then you and I are saying that all sycial
change, all 8hénge of any kind, begingwith thinking. If we think
something.ls ﬁrong we are likély to do something about it., If we
think“gométhing is right and good then we are likely to want to
defend it aga%gst those who want to destroy it or take it away. But
By weiggtgg;g;g;§k~on the particular subject then we could not care/
less what happens. If we do not think about Civil Liberties then it
does not really matter whether we have civil liberties or not: yoﬁ
cannot lose something that you do not value and do not care about.

v But you know, thinking of this kind prepupposes certain basic
conditions. For a man to think in this sort of civilised way it

is necessary for him to live in a civilised'way. For a mother to

have time to think about the growing and evolving of the minds of



her children, and to help in the process, she must be more than
just a breeder of children ‘and a beast of burden, She must have the
leisure without which there is.no time for thought and reflection,
and she must have access to those things which makes for civilised
living. And powsmei—two of the key amenities of cividiced living
are running water and electric light., Those of us who'hRVe these
two amenities at our fingertips tend to take them'for granted: you
turn on the tap, you turn off the tap. You t&uGh a switch and you
have light and music and entertainment and news and information. We
“know all this because we have it and wedon't think very much about
1t. )

But you know, a huge sectlion of the Jamaican community, possibly
more than half, do not have these'ﬁhings.:The womén have to walk mils
to a standpipe and then.cq#py water like beasts of.burden did in
ancient times. These/people live in darknesge and in ignorence and
so they do not haveha chance to make the contribution they could
and should to the,dreatife and progressive evolution of their society
I think th&ﬁ tosbring these people into the main stream of modern
Jémaican Tife and thought so ihat ?hey can make their contribution
' to 1it, isrby far the most important challenge facing Jamalca today.
+And as far as I am cohcerned the beginning of this is to give them

|
running water and to give them light. And@ so, as far as tomorrow's
£

Jamaica is concerned, I would say that the setting up of the National

Watershed Protection
Water Authority, like the setting up of the Snxixﬁﬂnxnxxxxinn

L KMNMF\ .

Authority, ig muc fore important than all the other i éms of much

more dramatic news, This is good news that is ihjleague with the

future - if it is carried out successfully. Goodnight.



No 685 ~ Income Tax Amendment
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Goodevening: The Income Tax Amerndment Act which was also ‘
seen through all its stages in thés week's sitting of the House of~,
Representatives deals partly with the very controversial‘matter
of tax ememptions on gifts fo certain charities. I ‘@ams/ture most of
you are familiar with the controversial aspect of this Act. The
government has decided that for next three years ‘all gifts to the
Jamaica Cancer Society and the Polio Rehap¥litation Centre, as well
as to the College of Arts, Science anﬁ‘Teehnology will be deductible
from income tax. When I discussed thie propogal way back on February
the 9th, I told you how very mixed’my own feelings were, I welcompd
the idea but I felt that it penalised the other charitable bodies.

I still feel the samed” It %s a good thing but there is the very

real danger that it wild“channel all gifits to chatiiyy in the :
direction of cancer“and polio. And let us face it, these xwm are the
two most 'glemorous' charities, charged with drama and the kind of
heart-rending eppeal that you do find in either neglected or abandoned
babies ‘and/, little children. Anyway, the dle has now been cast and
these tyo very‘ﬁorthy charities ( which also happen to be the
wealthiest of tlfe charitable efforts) look like cornering all the
gifts there will be over the next three years. This seems to confirm,
at anotheér level, the proposition that: 'To those who have, more will
be given: from those who have not, more will be taken'., I sincerely
hope that the Jamaica Council of Veluntary Social Services yill not
throw 1n’its hand., The other charities are goiﬁg to need their hard

work more than ever now that the dice have been loaded agailnst them,



But here is a new point. Yesterday morning a very indignant
listener phoned me and told me that he was going to ask, and ask
very loudly, why he cannot get tax exemption on gifts to his church.
The way he saw it hls church, the guardian and shaper of his spiritul
and moral values, as well as the shaper of the values 6}‘yhe entire
soclety, had a greatef claim on his charlity than any othef force
in the society. I think this ig likely to be_a sErohg new front
from which this decision of the government ¢is likely to come under
fire. My own view still is that the mosSt 'equitable way out is to
set up a Community Chest. Perhaps we'will,get around to this in time,
One of the dangers of this sort, of highly charged and emotional
debate is that it can lead to our nbt seeing thé pilcture in the
round. And this is in faet what has happened about this income %ax
amendment act. Because most of us have been so preoccupied with
the charities aspect\of it, we have tended to overlook what is,in
termsof soclal and economlic reality, by fap the most 1mpor£ant

aspect of ite
A

Apart from its charity aspect, thls amendment to our tax law

e 8

separates the incomes of husbbnds and wives for tax purposes in all
cases where the joint earned income is not more than fifteen hundred
pounds, All you haﬁe to do 127remember *x that somewhere in the
region of ninety percent of all wage-earning familles do not have an
income of over fifteen hundred pounds a year and you will realise
what a wide sectiaon of the;Jamaiban community will benefit from

this law. So, let us remember this aspect too. It too is part of

this highly controversial Income Tax Amendment Act. Goodnight.,



No 686 A Market Garden in The Hills
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Peter Abrahams speakiqg v e

Good evening: This morning my wife and I drove to a point
up in the hills of St. Andrew, It Was somekitker between Rock Hall,
Padmore and our own village of Red Hills, in what we‘call the Mount
Atlas area, about three thousand feet above sea levels Behind us
another couple followed. p 4 4

We were on oub way to get our own greéanegetables for the
week and we were introducing our neighbdurs ﬁo the place, We had
first visited the place the Saturdaywbefore. Then, we had bought
cabbages, lettuce, celery, radishes, beetroot. All this had beeﬁ
pickéd fres h from the ground whiie we waited, had been wasbed there,
and had been put into a celephane bag. There had been enough for my
family of five to haV3§;£g§§ ExxkakI® vegetables every day of the
week., And the total7b111 for this was five shillings, Of course,
the cauliflower‘énd the onions and the tomatoes were not ready yet
so I rather, suspect that when we can get ererything we need in .
green vegetébles our weekly bill might go up to ten shillings.

2 hoﬁe that by now you have seen the point of my.telling~you'
about this little piece of family housekeeping. For she first time
gsince we have been in Jamaica - and we are entering our eighth year

on our table were grown
now = all the green vegetables HEXNARXBAERXKREXRAXKXNEEK right here
in Jamaica: and much more important for us as a famlly, the money
we spent on ou%?izgefables last week was a quarter of what we
normallyHSpend at the supermarket where we used to buy imported ]
celery ;;d lettuce and cabbage and the like, 4And generally speaking,

the imported stuff we had bought had qpt been a fraction as crisp
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and as tasty. ©So we had locally grown green vegetables which cost
us about a quarter of what we normally paid and which tasted very
good indeed. This is as far as my family is concerned, As far as
Jamaica 1is concerned for the first time last week we made a postive
contribution to the balance of payments position by not*having a

- single item of green vegetables on our tablé. But we could only do
this because we had discovered this market garden ﬁp,in our hills,

We could only do this because an enterprising“Englishman who
had come here on another job had, in his spare time, built up,with
his own effort and his own money, the mogt successful market garden
I have yet seen in Jamaica. §

I believe that most of the key peéple at the Ministry of
Agriculture know of this man's efforts: I believe some of them have
been up to see what he has‘done. i Siﬁcerely hope they wi;l not
miss the moral of widat he‘has achieved. And please note that he
has done this on a ‘seven-acre plot of land.

As far ag I am concerned this Englishman has demonstrated the
feasdbilitywof avsucceesful market gardening operation in Jamaica
on as little as five acre plots of reasonably well cared for land.
But to ‘sueceed, our farmers must know what they are about, they must.

and plentiful
be prepared for hard work, and they must have a good/water supply.
Given these, there is absolutely no reason why we should go on
importing vegetables, The stuff can be grown right here. But I'm
affaid the very enterprising Englishman is having difficulty marketim
it. I suggest that the Ministry gives him a hand., If he goes out of
_bueginess because he caﬁnot market what he grows it would be the final

and total condemnation of the approach to agriculture in Jamaica.

Goodnight,



No 687 Freedom From Hunger Week
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Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last week, as a prelude to this week, which is
'Freedom From Hunger' Week, a group of world famous intellectuals
igsued an appeal from Rome. They called on the nation¥ of the world
to concern themselves with feeding the millions—of”hungry people in
the world rather than with building up arms, lb@y did not say this
specifically but the fact is that if the Unitdd\States.and Russia
would each give the amount of money they-eﬁond on one) yeards
armameﬁts and rockets and space vehieles it would ensure that
several million people who are now 1iving on the verge of starvation
are well-fed, well-clothed and well housed.

Jamaica and the _

But what can kxkExmx@Xmux) people of Jamalca do? We obviously
cannot contribute vast s&ms of money to the campaign.:Neither the
government nor the peoplde have the money. Indeed, we have our own
freedom from hungerp roblem right here in Jamaima. So, what can we
do about Freedom From Hunger Week?

Firqti I‘think we can try to get a clear picture of the gize of
the praQ&Sm of world hunger and where we fit into it. Our approach :
to this sopt of problem is often most unrealistie because we do not .
see the prob}em in perspectiﬁe. So understanding becomes important
in terms of our own self-interest. There are nearly three thousand
-miilion,people in the world, but of this lot no more than four hundrsl
million people have endugh to eat and have all the amenities of

civilised living, and can exbect to live until they are between

gixty and seventy years old. The rest, the other two-thousand six-
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hundred million odd souls do not have enough to eat; they live in the
conditions;

most primitive aEmExmmrXyxiXixes® often with no sanitation, bad water
and no light. These people, more than three-gaurters of the earth's
population, are lucky if they live to the age of forty or beyondl
This then is the greatest and most important division ofthe modéen
world., My own view is that it is much more important and much more
crucial than the divisions of the cold war: this Issthe division
between the hungry ones of the dorld and the well-fed oneswof the walld
I think that once we get this particililar wofldd picture into presepctiv
we can see ihmediately where Jamaica fits 1n.” Here in Jamaica there

for them to live
are people whose standard of living dis high enough *xpEapisxwimxEak
to the ripe old
NEXXXERENXR age of sixty and over, This is something we know., Ad
we also know that as time goes on more people live longer, But'the
majority of the populatioﬁstill dovnot make sixty. On the other hand
the average life expectati&n of Jamaicans is higher than that of most
Asjans, Africans and Latin Americans. This means.that on this matter
of the hungry and th& well-fed ones, Jamalca is somewhere inbetween,
As'far as thewstarving Africans, Asians and Latine are concerned,
Jamaleanseare oh the whole doing quite well. But where the well-fed
ones are concerned our standards, especially in the rural areaé are
not so goéd. The cream of the Jamaican society, those,Mr.-Seaga‘
described as the 'Haves', live at a standard that is quite comparable
with that of the world's well-fed minority. The resp, those that Mr.
Seaga described as the 'have-nots' live at a level that is a little
~ higher than the rest of the world's 'Have-nots', The fact is that we
do not have outright starvation in Jamaica., But that does not mean

that we do not have our share of the problems of hunger, I'll try to

detail some of these tomorrow, so, till then, Goodnight,
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Peter Abrahams speaking

%pod evening: We are still on Freedom From Hunger Week, Last

night I ﬁried,to find Jamaica's position in the dividip erld of

the well-fed and the hungry nations. I Bave you myf%ié;~that although
Jamaica does have problems of hunger and poverty\éh§&ﬂmes not have '
the problem of outright starvation that exig}s in a,;umber of Asian
and Latin American countries. Ferhaps I ought to add that while

the problem of hunger is more acute in bqrts of Africa than it is in
Jamaica, outright sta?vation is alse very unusual in Africa, The
picture of pmmEm persons dropping/dead'from starvatipn is essentia}ly
an Asian picture. ‘V%m

| So I think we can say.With a fair amount &f juséification that
in terms of freedom from hunger Jamaica is among the better-off

among the poorer,natiénS'of the world. From this you can guess what
it muet be like to‘be one of thw worse off among these nations. But
‘as I said l@st ﬁight, we do have our own problems of hunger. Some of
these fraéiems, the really Lasic ones, wWe can only solve by making
the Jaﬁﬁ&a#n earth produce more food, by making ourse}veé ag efficidb
as we can, by setting up more industrlies - in short, gy 1ncreasing‘
Jamaican production in every field. To carry out thie basic productim:
drive we are going to need help, both from -the United Nations and
from such friendly countries as the United States, Cjnada and the
United Kingdom, But they will help‘us only to the‘extent\that we show
we want to help ouréelves. So the first and major target in coping
with our own freedom from hunger problem is an all round increase

in production and in efficiency.
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The second target is to share what there is more eyenly within
the society. Many of us want progress but we do not;ﬁant\to pay for
it in the form of emaller profits amd dividends and higher taxes.

The price of progress must be paid and the sooner we learn that the

better, -

effort towards
The third target in our zmmixikxkiewm =xit freedom from hunger

should be education; and it is here, I think, that_theylocal Y.W.C.A,

can mount a really important campaign. There,is\much bad feeding

in Jamaica, many Jamaicans suffer from deflc;wncies, not because of

any food shortage but because they haVve . developed bad feeding habits,

or else are plainly wasteful of good fboé. There is an army of yourg

men and women who lose all their teeth before they are twenty-five,

In part this is because of oug\dental health problems, ﬁht in the man

there is a diet deficiency., Bones are soft and brittle because of

a calcium deficiency; eyesight is weak or poor because parents do

not give their children nourishing green vegetabies. A dozen eggs

are sold and tﬁe‘monéy is used to buy white bread and salt fish and
7:§stead of heving a fresh egg or two the childfis given bread and

shltfieho‘Tﬂe better and more nourishing food is exchange for the less

sustainéggi And then the outside crusts of the white loaf are éarefdny

cut off and thrown away. In this way, and out 6f ignorance rather

than poverty, a great deal?guggigion is about us all the time, We

make a great mistake if we regard freedom from hunger as simply havig

a full belly. Your belly can full of starchy stuff and your body can
- desperately

be/starved of minerals and vitamins, So I hope that during this wehk

and in the weeks and months to come, our freedom from hunger campaign

will help our people to make the best use of what they have, We need

o v pas—(

desperately to learn not to waste our food and starvif,Goodnig .
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Good evening: I am very happy to see that J.E.T.A., the
co-ordinting body of teachere' organisations has successfully taken
the current educétional debate out of the narrow con’i;Qs 9f the
Byfield affair with its political overtones and un ,}qiéé. I think
that now, at last, we are having the really 1mpo£tghsidebate on the
future of education in this Country and whatj;t means in terms of
~ the shapgngf of the society. And becausgtthié shift has been made
away firom the Byfield affair we can now~sée the point of principle
on which J,E.T.A, stands. And that poiﬁﬁ, statedvvery baldly, is
that education must be taken out of the politidal field. If any of ym
have not heard these broadcgsté I Qould urge you most strongly to
look out for the next oné. Indeed, I would suggest to'J.E.T.A. that
they make copies of Qhe geripts avallable to people who micsed the
broadcasts, | y

Incidentaily, I think that if any practical examnple were néeded
of how imper£aﬁt it is to gef educ;tion out of politics, it was given
on>Tuesda&-df last week. In the House of Representatives last Tp.es-d@r
the Minister of Education made a statement to the effect that Mr.
Byfield was not qualified to be a head teacher because he had failed
the third year teacher training examination in 1935, tkenty—eight
yeamg ago. I'm afeeid this statement of the Minister's depressed
terribly., It was debat%ng at a level that Jamalca can do Qery well
Qithout. Whatever else one might say about Mr, Byfield the 'record

isg that he has been a first-rate teacher and a first-rate headmagten

I have refused to take sides on this Trench Town matter because, as I



told you as far back-as February the twenty-fifth, no matter who was
right or who was wrong, it seemed to me that ﬁhis controversy with
its héavy political overtones and undertones was ndt in the best
interests of education in Jamaica. The Minister's statement last
Tuesday has underscored ihis-view sadly. It is forﬁipis reason that

I am so very glad that J.ET.A. has xkXfkms finallyy' the debate

into the right direction. What I think we do wanth
the future is that no teachers' record is ever aéainé;ssailed in
this way for political reasons by any politician of any pa;ty *%nd
that I repeat, means tgking politics.out of education and education
out of politics. . ‘

The other depressing aspect»abqut this busineses is the type of
example it sets for the rest ofwus. I think we want to avéﬁd at all
costs any idea that the destroying of reputations, rightly or

an argument,
wrongly, 1is a valld way of conducting BERXRRERAKIANEA
St11l on educabioh, but at a higher level and of a very much
happier nature was ﬁhe news Xkxk that British Guiana will not, after
| all, withdraw ‘from the University of the West Indies., The immediate
credit fﬁg‘this must go to doctor Eric Williams of Trinidad. At the
recent‘ﬁeeting of the University Council Dr. williams was charged
with this mission which he has now carried out successfully. And so
the disintegrating tendency has been halted and at the University at
least the concept of West Indian unity has prevailed. Of course it is
not any notions about West Indian unitj that has led to Dr. Jagan's
new decision. B.G. is in both political and economic troub%; and it
it is in her own interest not to cut off all contact with fhe other
English-speaking

/territories in the region., But whatever the reason, the fact is

that she is staying on as a partner af the University and that 1is a
very good thing......Goodnight.
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Good evening: I think that any objective observer will agree
the fresident Kennedy's Costa Rican vieit was-an unqualified personsl
triumph. It is a very long timeé indeed since any Ameried@n)leader
has been received with such great warmth., And if we_éoﬁtrastﬂ
Mr. Kennedy's reception with that accorded to Mr. Riehard Nixon

during the Eisenhower administration
when e was Vice President/ the implied changeyin attitude to the
United States is very striking. So letdie/ask ourselves: what is
this change in attitude? How has it come about? And what does it
imply for the future?

Now, the six Central American Republics which were represented
at the San Jose meetings are oniy a tiny fraction of all of Latin
America, both in terms,of land space and of population, Thies ig one
limiting factor that, we should bear in mind in any overall assessment
of the possible impact of the 'Declaration of San Jose'. Aﬁother ‘
important limiting factor is that ﬁexico, REEELR certainlgfﬁost
impﬁrtantrand the most influential of the Central American republic%f'
_ was not, at 'the conference, These two factors could seriouslj limit
the influence of the conference if any difficulty were to arise, For
exgmple, I think that the 'Declarat{on of San Jose' notwithstanding,
ag;iégiitary action agaimst Cuba would still be most unpopular with
the vast majority of Latin Americans. I am not saying that thie is
what Qither the six or the United States wants, Indeed, Mr, Kennedy
has made it abundantly clear that this is precigely what he does not
want., And in this I think Mr, Kennedy is much more on top of the

gituation than his critics inside Congress and the Senate, than Time

Magazine,which seems eager for a little banging excitement, and the
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rest of the Americans people, most of whom seem sold on the idea of
'let us invade and get it over with',

If my assessment of his attttude is coreect then Mr. Kennedy
has no objection to Castro's Cuba being around for a while longer,
He has decribed it as 'the living example of communism!s failure';
and he might not be averse to all of Latin America faking a long
look at this example of communism failure as it runs Ihto economic
chaog in Cuba., And wlth the U.S. economic bkockade>that is bound to
happen., Already the Cuban picture is not a very enticing one: there
ie a shortage of food, of clothing and™ef all other kinds of consumer
goods: rationing, falling production, fedar, uncertainty - these are
the dominant features of Cuba today. This is the news that we and ajll
. And since Cuba and communism

of Latin America hear and read about. RAEEXRRIEXIXXXYMERIXNHEX
are now synonymous, Cuba'§"=eoming failure (in which the U.S. will
assist) will be communigm's\failure. I think it is only in this
light that Mr. Kennely's call to Cuban exiles to stop their raids
makes sense, ,This 1s being as coldly wealuulating about the communiss
as they generally are in their dealings with the capitalist world.

And te offset this example of communist failure, Mr. Kennedy
proposes to make the Central American Republics examples of_cabitalist
success for q;l of Latin America to see. And so, in the weeks and
months ahead we can look forward to great %conomic and develppmental
activities in the six Central American Republics. The 'Declaration
of San Jose' forecastes this, and it also forecasts the direction:
the effort will be to bridge the gape between the 'haves' and 'Haveapt:
In this I think Mr, Kennedy is on the right tack: the only way to z
stop communism is to stop exploitation, homelessnese and hunger, And

these are the aims of the 'Declaration of San Jose', Goodnight.
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Good evening: If you waﬁt to get some pointers to the state of
£he Jamaican economy at present then you can do no better than read
the annu#l Report of the Bank of Jamaica to the 31st Decémﬁer 1962.
In it you will findya reasonably clear picture of “the, state of the
nation's finances and the hopeful signs as well, agwthe danger signs.
What I hope the officials of the bank wil; dolre;'Jamaica as soon as
possible is to explainy why it is that the ecénomy seemdd so active
two to three years back when we did.a considerable amount of deficit
budgeting, and why 1t seems to sluggish now that w; are bent on
balanéing our books. There are people who feel strongly that in
spite of our adverse trade figures Jamaica's trading positioﬁ is very-
strong and that this ig a time for bold developmental budgeting that
would create more Jobsjand.put more money into general circulation.f H
They feel that this, present holding back is not in Jamaica's long—t;m
interest. One example of this state of mind was the concern expregsed
recently by‘fhe Jamaica Manufacturers Association about the reported
volume of lazy money tucked away in savinés. I think an exposition
on this topic from the Bank of Jamaica would be a mogt useful serVid&
But let us deal with some of the high points“bf the Bankés repat.
For me the three most important points raised by the report deal with
the importing of food, our rising ppdduction costs and the mention
. about the raw' materials of agriculture. Another comment was on the
decline in the buildingvindustry; and it gives me absolutely no pleamre
X ‘ : of the Allen
to be proved right when I said, at the timeyxkkakxwmxwm Award, that

were in danger of pricing our building industry out of business,

Well, the Bank's report warn: that production costs ﬁavé risen

. H
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to dangerous levels in come cases. I should like to ?ggw everybody;s
attention to this warning. I think it is going to bgadme very ’
meaningful to us in the months and years that lie ahead, and until
we have worked a clear and intelligent attitude.towards this business
of production costs, we will continue fo run the risk Qf pricing
ourselves out of business., The bank's report mentions‘ihéxrnsponsibfh'
of trade unions to see that thie does not happen.'This/Q;ed to be
mentioned; but I think the responsibility of eﬁﬁi@jers needs to be
mentioned as well. The job of increasing producfion by increasing
efficiency and cutting down wassegf is ajjoint management-labour
exercise; and one of the things we fugt try to get away from 1s to
e;ther blame only magagement for ail:faﬁlts or failures or to blame
only labour: it is generallyzsix of‘bne and half adozén of the othen,
and the sooner we accept 1it, ghe better, Where I do think the unions
have an especial respomsibility is to ensure that their membeés live

undertakings. ‘
up to their contradtual z!xngnxxhiitttil#. There is no sense in
negotiating an agPeement and then going out and breaking 1t with &
whldcat strike..Yoﬁ may get away with this sort of thing because the
employer héh ne choice. But don't fool yourself: this sort of thing
gets ar?und to other would-be investors. And many of these people will
decide wheEPer to invest their money in Jamaica or not on the simple
. question of whethef we have a responsiblég labour movement which lives
up to its obligations or mot. This has nothing to do with sheap or
servile labour: it is a question of a responsible, self-respecting iv
labour movement., Finally, the report shows that we spent mon@,money
on the impqrting of food than ever before. If we don't stop thi§ﬂ$¥§&
desergg:;ab tréﬁtle that will Le in store for us. Goodﬁight.

o’
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Good evenling: At the end of this month the Jamaica Tourist
Board, as we now know it, will céme to an end, In its place there
will be a new, smaller Tourist Board of five membgrﬂ.'Aé?the head
of this smaller Board there will be?full-time officlal with the title
of Director of Tourism; who will be in charge of‘%ﬁ; day=-tg=-day
running of the Board. All this was announqg&‘by Mr, Robert Lightboune
at what turned out to be the las€ meeting” of” the old Béarq on
Thursday of this week. * To the Min;Ster's announcement I can add
one or two bits of clarificatiod thaf'I haée ferreteéd out for myself, '
First, fiy understanding le that tﬁe new five-man Board will be made

members of

up of the senior/staff working for the new Tourist Board. In other
words the new Board will ;onsist of the paid servants of the statutory
body known as the Jiméica Tourist Board. This in turn means that
all those special intérests which sat on the old Tourist Board that
ended its ¥ife on Thursday, will not be presented. You‘will‘remembef
that theéhold fourist Board membersghip was in fact made up mainly of
‘theselspegial interests: you had the hotel interests, the guest house
interest, the retail and In-Bond trade in the form of Chambep of
Commerce represmehtation, as well as the transport and travel agency
interests. When the new Board of paid senior officials take bver
all these special interests will lose their representation on the
Board. 4

But it would be disastrous = if not traglic - if Jamaica's

tourist industry were to lose, at one fell swoop, the skills and

experience represented by these spedial interests,” The Minister is



. acutely awﬁre of this, as his statement kXmxxkm at Thursday's mee£1n5 
of the old Board showed, And so he has announced that there will be_(f
an Advisory Committee on which the Director of Tourism can call %6r 7;
members of
guidance, Mr. Lightbourne made it plain that he hoped thtxxtdxx;nxy
the old Board :
faxxikime . would serve if asked. So the skills and experience-; \
of these special interests need not be lost to the tourist 1ndustry -
unless those special interests withold them from the new Board: and
this, patently, will not suit them, The key new, point is that |
policy on tourism, at least at that level whero'government spendingf'
is involved, will no longer be decided dy. a Board made up of the
representatives of special interests in the tourist trade, Insteid;
in theory at least for the present, the new Board will shape tourist
policies in terms of the national Interest. '
There has been a loﬁg‘debate on whether there is or has been'
any conflict af nationalliﬁterest as'against special interests as
far as the tourist 1n§ustry is concerned, I think it wogld,be/iaste _
of time to go over“that debate here,” I think the record shows that
the tourist industry under Mr, Abe Issa has grown strikingly. The ‘
Minister has, himself paid tribute to Mr, Issa's hard work and dedicatic
But equally, it would be silly to pretend that everything in the
garden is lovely. But much more important is the fact that this
change in the structure of theITourist Board is part of a trend.
Special interests were removed when Legco became the Senate; they
were removed from the Trade Board, and now the Tourist Board, This
igﬁztt;an And in the end this trend is bound to reflect a truer
Jamaican image than of old. And i:rthe tourisgt industry and for the
attitudes of Jamaicans to it this might well prove the best thing in

the long run, Time will tell. Goodnight.
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Good evening: The Executive of the People's National Party
meets in about two and a half hours' time to settle tpp gquestion
of whether Mr, Frank Spaulding will remain Mayor'oflKingéton for a’
~ fourth term., or not. At the moment it looke very much as though
Mr. Spaulding will win out. He has bullt up ‘@ very strohg political
machine for himself in Corporation politics)and this now looks
like paying off. In the main the issue that the Executive will
have to sedtle this evening is whether }he first or the second of
the two ballote of the P.N.P. Cauncillofs gshould be recognised as
the official one. If the first ballot is recognised then, short of
hair-splitting, Mr. Spaulding can be said to have his thé-thirds
hajority. If the secondi\ballot is recognised, then some new fomula
may have to be worked“weut. But I think all this ie by now familiar
gtuff to you. It héé.been written and talked about as some crucial
matter for,bothythe P.N,P. and the Kingston and St. Andrew Corporatio
xCouncil,"

But let me confess frankly that I, myself, am not very 1mbressed
with the power political aspect of this affair, Indeed, I think the
power=-political jockeying, and the building up of personal power
machines, and the nasty in-fighting, have all contributed to some-
thing very much more serious, very much more dangéroua and very
much more destructive of the democratic process in Jamaicay. And
it is on this aspect that I should like the country to do a little
thinking., Let me sketch out the essence of this aspect.

Local government is government at grass-roots level, In a#



democracy the peopde participate most directly in the running of
their affairs at the locai governﬁent level, It is at this level
that government of the people, for the people, by the people ;eCOmeﬁ |
more than an abstraction. Ahd it is a striking fact 6f history that
where local government is strong and healthy and respe?ted, the
interests of the people are furthered, and their libertiéi are
protected. For'inﬂtance, one of the reasons why Bri#i;ﬂ'é teachers
are not facing the kind of problem J.%.T.A. 1€ now ebpingrwith, is
because local Government, government at the ‘grass-roots level, has
a very important say in local educatiom and it will not allow any of
the national parties to make a party political football out of
‘education. And 80 it is in many other véry important spheres of
public affairs.

Unfortunately, what has~happened in Jamaica in recent years
has been a very noticable d;cline in both the authority of Local
Government and public regard for it. Increasingly, powers that
ghould rightly be“eXercised by our gotad authorities, are being
taken over by the central government. And so the direct contact
between thé voter and hie government at érass-roots level is getting
weaker and weaker, And this, I think, is a weakening of democracy
itself., It 1s a breaking of/zgitnecessary'contact between the ruler
and the ruled which is the touchstone of democracy. And as far as I
am concerned the restoring to local government of the~d1én1ty and
contact it has lost with the people ig infinitely more important
than the present power manipulations of local Councillors. To reghin

admit, and overcome the
that respect local Councillore will have to RExyEryxmuzRxREXiErxikam

the fact that kxkexx
LREXXAXRXRANKAKIXRE their failure to truly serve is to blame for kk=m

this unhappy state of affairs., Goodnight.

\



No 694 Problems of U.S. Foreign Aild

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmiesion on

Tuesday Mar 26 at 6.1l5p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking ‘

Good evening: Af United States Presidential Committee headed
by the former U.S. military Commander in Berlin, General ILucius
Clay has recommended‘drastjc cuts in United States economic and
mjlitary sid to other countries. I think that this recOmmendation,
coming as it does/ in the wake of the 'Declaration‘ofFSQ; Jose'
dramétises as clearly as anything can, some of the difficulties
Mr Kennedy faces in getting his foreign poliéy.really going.

The giving of economic ahd techniealland military aid has become
an integral part of United States fo¢015n policy: it has also bécome
a key part of Soviet foreign policj, but not as integral as it is
}o U.S5. foreign policy. I ;t had not been for United States aid
‘during the war (&nd some (o) . ¥ Went to Russia) the outcome Qf the
gsecond world war may'have‘béen very different. And after the w;r,
if it had not beenéfor :;g under the plan drawn up by General George
Marshall, Western Burope might not have been able to resist the
dynamic thruats,of communism in the immediate post-war years. Ameriam
aid has_pPone out to all corners of the earth, and while this has
helped, to stem the tide against communism in this or that country,
the results have not always been what the Americans planned or
hoped for,

I think Western FEurope supplies the classic example of what I
mean, Undér the leadership of France and Germany, Western Europe
is today an economic force strong enough to rival the great United
States itself, And members of the Common Market countries are meetirg

this week and out of this may come another severe blow for the United

States. By vetoeing Britain's membérship earlier this year, France
made sure that the United States would not influence Common Market
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policy through Britain. All ihat has transpired since has confirmed
de Gaulle's belief that Britain inside Europe would have been the
thin edgg of the American wedge, ﬁow, at this week's meeting France
is urging her partners to limit the amount of &mer United States
investment in the Common Market coﬁntries. If she sucqeé@g, and I
§hink she will, it will mean that xXk= United Statesg anfiuéhce has
been pushed out of Europe, both politically and cconomiﬁally.

Now, all this has led to a great deal of sgul-searching in the
.American people, Unlikc‘the British, they have'not yet become recondﬂé
to the ingratitude of the 4ided. They want‘those they have helped to
be grateful and they want to be 1ovedq>Inétead, de Gaulle and the
Western Europeans have administered them this terrible slap in the |
face, The fact is that many Amoridans are emotional about this aid,
and see it as generosity rather than as what has to be done if their
foreign policy is to have a hope of succeeding. And when something |
like the Common Market business comes up, the emotlonal reaction ie
to say: 'After,all'we've done for them!' or 'Let us stop wasting
American money,on people who are against us', BUt of course Europe
ie not againset the United.Staten; she is simply for hersglf, I think
Mr. Kennedy sees this but I doubt whether he will be able to sell it
to the American people, By the same token and in the light of the
Clay Committée's recommendations, I very much fear that the American
Congress will not give him the money needed for his Central American
plan; and the Central American leaders themselves are likely to
divert such money as they get into their own pockets or enterprises
rather thean to eliminate hémelessness and hunger., The problem is
twofold: to make the ald effective, and to realise that effective aid

leads to the type of independence shown by France. And this is quite
a pill for the United States. Goodnight. |

&



No 695 1) Sound System Noise
' 2) Unemployment & Lawlessness

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on ~
Wednesday Mar 27 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: This evening I would like to digcuss two distuﬂin
1tems of news that were brought my attention by listnnl'c. The first
has to do with sound system noise and when this listener ﬁboke to me
about it he was in a state of utter despailr, N

Not far from where this listener lives soﬁpb&dy”operates this
sound systgm° And this noise goes on all tbféﬁgh.the weekend practical
The result is that the weekend which shbuid‘b; a rest period for
this man and his family has become a’ﬁbrtﬂbf nightmare of unehding
noise, The man tells me that the noife is so bad that they darmxmmk
“are ashamed of inviting friehds for~d1nner or avdrink on any wéckmﬂ.
evening. And when thés unfortunate man complained to the sound-systam
operator ho was threafened with a beating-up. _And thin, you know,—
is a very serious sltuation. Any society in which one citizen cannot
ask another to, restrain himself without being threataned with violerce,
is a society, ln trouble, To abuse somebody's civic rights andrthen
o threatqn him with violence when he complains is to bring in the
law of the jungle. But perhaps the worse part about this whole
business is the apparent indifference of the police, My informant
tells me that he has had very little help from them.

I think we want to take it easy on this sort of thing. Wé can
have our fun without making life a misery for everybody else.‘But.
the one thing that must not be allowed is for lawlessneés or/the
law of the jungle to invade our civic life. l

Every citizen has a right to enjoy the kind of entertainﬁent he

or she wants. But that right is limited by the right of eﬁery other
citizen., And so we limit the amount of noise we make im-ordermnot



or the speed at which we travel, or the use of firearms - we limit
our rights in all these things in order not to interfere with the
rights andrfreedoms of our fellow citizens., If you or I could travel
as fast as we wanted to and fire off guns whenever the mood takes us,

T

we would be a menacé and a danger ot everybody else; aﬁéﬁiﬁ everybody
P L
else had the same so-called freedom they would be & ménace to us: anl

it would beé only a matter of time before we w111 éi1gﬁ; shooting ead
other/ down, cutting each other's throats and¥£i;iing each other like
dogs on the roads,., All this happens when ﬁheré ia a breakdown in the
rules by which any socilety conducts,itseif; And so all of us have a
vested interest in making sure that‘ﬁé'eﬁtizen breaks these rules
by denying the righte of: any othér gitizen. :

The other diéturbing point s also connected with this business
of breaking the rules of ‘goeiety, but with a different and more i
profound social twist;this time, It is easy to make a rule‘iziigg;
'"Thou shalt not uteai‘, But when a man has no work and is hungry,
then the temptation ﬁb break that rule ls greatest. A man concerned
with enfordlng ﬁhe law told me how very unhappy he was by the new
wave of peﬁty thieving that has swept through pafts of St. Andrew, .
And then, 6ut of his experience, he said: "It is all this unemploy-
ment; there is no work for so many of these young fellows and so
they turn to stealing and the police can hardly keep up with it."
I know not everybod§};éree with this view, What I am sure everybody
will agree with is that there is a rise in unemployment and there is

also an increase in petty thieving. Therefore there must be some sort

of connection. My own view is the same as that of my law-enforcing

‘friend. Unemployment is demoralising, and demoralisation leads to

.crime, This is a matter the government needs to watch and handle
with cares Goodnight.



No 696 Shape of things to Come for Britsin:
: 1) Unemployed Marchers & Demonstrating teacheas

NEWS COMIMENTARY
For transmission on
Thursday Mar 28 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: If we were to look at this week's news in terms
of what could affect the future most, then I would eel;gi\pwo items
of news out of Britain as pointing most aignificantly to the gshape
of things to come, The first and least dramatic of these 1tems -
but at the same time the more important -~ ie Mr'-Harold Wilson'se
arrival in the United States today to toll hr. Kenncdy/:gagritain'
foreign policy will be if the Britiskd Labaur Party gains power at
the next General Elgetion. The seconﬁ'i%em EfXREXE was the very
dramatic news of Tuesday's unemﬁloymeﬁt demonstrations that turned
into rioting outside the VgtHef"®f Parlisments. Something like

N

three thousand unemploygd.workers from all parts of the United ¥
Kingdom were 1nvolvedgin{the rioting. Then, on Wednesday, the followi
day, something like leé thousand angry teachers marched on the

House of Parkiament to ppotest against the government's new wage
scales for th;ﬁ,.

I think Mr. Harold Wilsoﬁ's trip to Washington to tell Mr.‘
Kennedy\what his party would do in power; fiote the difference: Mr, |
Wilson is nottni?%gshave talks or to consult with Mr, Kennedy - as
Mr, Macmillan was wont to do - he isg, and now I quote the news repats
either going to 'tell','inform', or.'present' hie party's policy to.
the President. I think this and Tuesday and Wednesqay's demonstratim ¢
outside the British House of Commons, are all part Of a single pattem
that will have a very strong bearing on our future as much»as~on
the future of the people of Britain. So, let us try and get these
developments into perspective. |

First the background to the demonstrations, When the Conservatie



Party took pwwer from the post-war Labour Government, they took over;
a2 country which had gone through one of the most profound and oné of
the most peaceful social revolutions of all time, The Welfare State
was a reallty. No men, woman or child, no matter who ho/gis?h;o
matter what his?giggﬁmstances, was allowed to live below a certain
level . To ensure this there were massive state and cqugiy council
housing schemes; there was free orange Juice, good milk at reduced
prices as well as a financial subsidy for every child other than tho‘
- first. Every person over a certain age was ontiﬁled to 0ld age pensin
as well as a tobacco allowance, This was’ the period of full employmat,
but even nxiii geasonal unemployment teokxplaqe, nobody suffered
very much, The unemployéd person hdd ﬁis:reni paid and he was made
a weekly allowance off which he cOuld‘live, Where a family was
involved the asslstance wag big eéncugh to ensure that the entire
family got the basic necossitien of life, Medical treatment and
medicine %gfree, and every child was entitled, as of right, to a
free education up:to‘lchool leaving standard,

In this ¢ aﬁmopéhere where' everybody had material security, .
material securlty ceased to be very exciting., People began to resent

and & lot more
the high eost, in taxation'of the Welfare State. All this/led to the
throwing out 66 the Labour Government. The voters wanted adventure ai
free enterprise, and so‘the benefits of the Welfare Btate stood still
The Conservatives could not cancel the Welfare State but they weakeneé
it. And so, while costs went up the benefits of the Welfare State
did not keep pace. Amd today, after the Common Market fiasco, Britain
economic

faces serious/probleme, And her unemployment stands at a new high,
For the firét time sinc; the second world war the British worker seems

to be desperfate and afraid, as he was in the hungry thirties when

millions were unemployed., Th% lg the background to both the riots
and to Mr, Wilson presence in Washington., Goodnight.



No' 697 Shape of things to come for Britain' i
QY Labour's Blue Print

NEWS COMMENTARY ; x,
For transmission. on . ; : 1t ‘ .
Friday Mar 29 at 6.15p.m :

e
Peter Abrahams speaking i %
¥

Good evening: Mr, Harold Macmlllan, the Britigh;Priné Minisﬂen
must call a General Election between now and Augustibi&éggt féap. If
there are more unemployment demonstrations and mor% 55' 'Et marches.
from teacher and others, then events may force ur Qqédﬂillan g hand.
Ideally, he would want to pick the moment most'tgvounable to him,
either when his government had brought of&;some big deal abroad or'ﬁ'
has made a major concegsion to the votorf at home, My 5ugs: ig that
Mr, Macmillan had toyed with the 1db£“’£’a snap Ge: "al Election
after Britain'e admission to the Gospon Market, But of course,
President de Gaulle spoiled that—one and nothing has_been going
right for the British govgrnmgnt since, L 8 : $:

The death of Mr, Gaitskell which looked like a cruclal blow ,
to tHe chances of the\ Labour Party,‘aeems to have led tq a new unity
within the party. Perhaps this unity hae also been helped by ;he fadL
that the pa&ty can almost smell victory. And now’ Mr. Wilson, the new:

.Labour Legger, is telling Mr. Kennedy of his party's progrgmmaﬁ.And

L]

there _aressome very striking features to it. Y XA W
If Labour wins then Britain will accept the fact and‘ h@-challage
of her exclusion from the European Common Market, and set tbdut io
meet the challenge, She will step-up and streamline hndns rengthen
her trading and political relations with other Commonwealf countries,
Wifh‘thiﬁ in mind, a Commonwealth Conference will be'nign{ol Labour's
priorities., For the rest, she will go after trade whereven t ean
be found, inaihe communist world, in Latin America,~1n Aalazand Kfrica
. a8 well as with the United‘states and Europe; The prime cbnmideration

'will be British and Commonwealth interests. Wherever possiﬁle Britai1

2

L] i ’,a



will enter into agreements to reduce tariff barriérs.

It seems to me that if Labour wins, and 1f Mr. Wiloon carries

"l\-ﬁr\a—
out this economlc policy successfully %Wuﬁ

Fiaab, the commonweaith as an economic grouping, could again become
a considerable force in the world. But for this to havk aﬁy chance
the other member countries would have to both pull th%%; woight and
play fair with Britain., The tendency in the pagt has ﬁeen to expect
Britain to do all the giving while everybody., else does all the
receiving. I think that it was partly in dingust at this doubtful |
and unbalanced kind of 'martnership' that Britain turned to Europe.’
Indeed, not even the United States haswquite avoided this business
of just 'using' Britain. So, for the¢/Commonwealth aspect of Mr.
Wilson'e blue print to have any.hope of success the rest of the‘
Commonwealth will have to, do ite share, And if that did hapben thé,
United States would find; as in the case of the Common Market; yet
another.aﬁi.indepondsngig;zaping that refuses to be anybody's satellit
Indeed, (the political aspect of Mr., Wilson's programme gives.
warning of this independence, Britain will pkess for the admission of
communlistChina to the United Nations 1n place of Nationalist China;
This ie the complete opposite to the U.S. stand. The Conservatives
have held the same view but have not pressed it. Britain will alsc
work for a neutralised cenéral European zone which should include '
East and West Germany and with both the Russians and Americans
withdrawing from that zone. This again, is hardlj likely to meet wifh
Anerican approval., And certainly, the limited recognition of East
Germany which he proposes is going to be most unpopular in Washingto
And so we come full circle: the unemployed demonstrationé coul. be

the beginning of the Eressure to end the Iacmillan government, and
Wilson in Waclingtonk?utlingsthe ghape of thinas t6 come, Goodniﬂht.



No 698 Justice and Mercy , R

NEWS COMMENTARY $ts ‘ A . .
For transmiss10249n////
Saturday Mar 304t 6.15p.m .

Eeter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Those of you who\have listened to these commentarc¢
for any length of time will know that I am a very fimm hﬁliuver in
the rﬁlo of law, Where there is no acceptance of thé Lﬁ of law
both the individual and the'society find themse}” sanerally in
danger. Bmkxihmxwhkmizxpmixk But there is anotﬁ@r aunger too. There
is the danger that the rule of law could ;$ ;%?Ed in such a way that
it damages the society and deprives ther%ﬁﬁ&vidual of his liberty.
For instance, Mx.,Adolf Hitler, thgx*ibgtible murderer who plunged
the world into darkness, rose tékPower ina completely legal way.

He did not overthrow the leg&& govg;nment of the day. He was elected
- to power by normal means%‘ An& the evil things he and his followers
did were either done 6? er@ered to be done by the elected representati
of the people. An&~aimest everyg step the Nazis took on their
terrible road to érﬁelty was sanctioned by the duly elected represemat
of the German ge@ple. The point I want to make 1s very simple: both |
leqality and the concept of the rule of law can be put into the
senvica‘eﬁ evil and destructive ends° The people we have elected

to power can use that legally conferred power to pass laws depriving )

us of some of our liberties. And having done so they can, in the

A it >

name of the rule of law, oppress and exploit and britalise us. And
this would still be the rule of law, |
The law then, the rule of law, is not of itself good. It is
‘either good or bad according to the way men use it It is the servart, |
not the master of man. And so, for the rule of law to be/good Ahing,
we must make 1t good. i

There wag & time in Britain when the rule of law decreed that
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a man be hangéd for stealing a sheep, And there was a time when
pradael larceny was as cruelly punished in Jamaica. But people saw
that this wasg a cruel kind of justice and go their pressure andAtheir
opinion forced changes in ﬁhese laws,

I am not sufe that we do not need certain changga{xnvpu;xpattern
of punishment today. For instance, I am think of théﬁcaée'reported
in the Star of March the fifteenth, of a.young_maﬁ*béihg sentenced
to a total of nine months at hard.labour for_haviﬁg stolen a car
in August of last year., Now pleacse don'y'get me‘wrong. The man was
guilty; the sentence was just. The tWist, to the story lies in the
fact that the man stole the car 1dstkjedr and was only sentmnced ih
March of this year - a time-gap of'ze§en'months had passed between
crime and punishment. And tho?reason was that the young man had
* smashed up both the/gzgligdlhimself pretty badly on the 01ld Harbour
Road. Heks face and eyes hﬁa been very badly damaged, and he was
nearly blind whenﬂséntéhce was passed seven months‘afﬁer the crime,
And, according to the report, the doctors wﬂo took care of him say -
he will soon“be completely blind. Those are the facts: a man had
committedia crime, he had broken the rules of society, and according
to the laW he should be puniched. But this young men will soon be
blind. And I myself can think of ﬁo greater punishment for etealing
a car-than to go blind. It is like the punlishment of God himself,
And in the face of it I would have felt much better if our mortal
Justice hsd been tempered by a little Christian mercy. I think
justice without mercy, without compassion, can be as dangerous as the
breakdown of the rule of law., Indded, the one nearly always follows

the other. So, let us have Jjustice and Mercy. Goodnight.
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