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NEWS COMMEN TA&Y

r transmigsion on L pARESFD FLE
uby $é13t 6.150.0 \
Peter Abrahams speaking \

Good evening: Earlier this week I discussed the communist threat
to Japan, It is likely from what I said then that many of"you might
think that Russlia and China, the two great leaders“f/ communism, are
working hand in glove and have reached completg agreement on all
details of how they will deal with the Westeéwrn werld, Most of us
are inclined to see the picture in this Aight, In broad outline
this picture is, of course, correct;s Dutonce we look at it carefully
and in detail and in detail, we will find that it is not correct,
Everything is not smooth between Rugtia and China, Under the surface
of the language of the brotheriiood of communists 2l1ll over the world
there is a tough strugglée, Ior power going on between Russia and
China., The Chinese, communists are questioning and challenging
Russia's right tosbe\the big brother and leader of world communism,
Often, this ouegtioning and challenging is not open and direct.
Communist, metheds are generally indirect and oblique, You are more
likely fo gee an article in a Chinese communist newspaper saying
the opposite of what Khrushchev or some other Russian leader has
said, This Chinese article will not mention what the Russians have
said or which Russlan leader had said it., But the implied criticism
would be unmistakeable to those who know how to read the hidden
meanings in the language of communism., But every now and then
these differences between the Chinese and the Russians burst out
into the open for all the world to see, Las'week just such a row

burst out into the open for all of us to see,

Now what was this row about? In the language of communism
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this row is known as "an ideological conflict". In our straightfor=-
ward language this simply means they have bitter disagreement on
very important ideas., And the main idea on which they disagree is
the idea of communism itself, The Chinese believe that the Russian
policy which Mr. Khrushchev calls 'peaceful co-existenge' is so

much nonsense, They say that there never can be any peaceful
co-existence between capitalism and communism, They €ay that it is
the duty of all communists, and especially of“great communist
countries, to drive full-speed ahead in the.battle against capitalism
and to bring in communism fast and by brute=force if necessary,

When the Russians shot down the U.S.\&p¥ plane, and when the

Summit meetings collapsed, Chinégse néwspapers gloated over their
Russian friends and there were cries of 'I told you so'. To the
Chinese communists all these events proved that 'peaceful co-existencd
was an unreal farce., And, then the Chinese hit on a new point of
attack. They sald Rugsdia had now developed to a point where she
belonged xm among\the rich and satisfied nations and had lost her
interest 1n thepoorer people of the world, China is now the leader
of the poor 'and exploited peoples of the world, Last week the
Russiang answered the Chinese charges., They called the Chinese
'infantile' and 'hotheaded' and suggested they were upstarts who

did not understand the movements of history. For myself, I think
this struggle for leadership of the communist world that is now
going on between Russia and China might, in the long run, prove an
important factor for world peace, When your enemles scrap among

themselves it is a good idea for you Jjust to sit back and watch,

Goodnight.



NO6., 108 1) Beef Prices

NEWS COMMENTARY \74 WL‘

For transmission on
Saturday July 2nd at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: You will remember that I warned you some time
ago that price controle were going to come off beef, T toldd you then
that when this happened I expected all of us to pay evefi“more for our
already costly meat, Well, yester&ay controls werewfficially lifted
from the price of beef and, as I feared, pricesiwent up steeply.
Your piece of fillet will now cost you at™ledst 11/- or 12/- a
pound and when there is a shortage yowymight have to pay more.
Before decontrol you could get a piece of fillet for about 8/-,

Rump steak has gone up from 4/6 te 6/-; and sirloin roast has gone
up from 5/- to 6/6. These are’eity prices. I expect the country
prices to make just as bPigmanleap. Indeed, I think in some places
country prices will make Jan even bigger leap. Heaven only knows
how the poorer sections of our community are going to be able to affar¢
these new pricdes, It would be interesting to see what the poorer
housewife will\have to pay for her piece of stewing meat, There is
one ray of hope still left for us at the moment, The price of
importedwfrozen beef has not yet been raised and there is a chance
that it may not be raised. And for the housewife finding herself
anywhere near a XEE super-market selling imported meat, I would
suggest that she has a look at those packets of stewing lamb, One
of these packets of imported stewing lamb, selling for 1/6 or 1/9
can maeke a delightfully tasty meal for a famlly of 5 or 6 with each
having a generous helping of meat.

I think it is all very well for our merchants to urge us to

support Jamalcan good. Generally, I agree with them, as long as their
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prices are reasonable, But when we can get something which has come
from thousands of miles away at a cheaper price than we can get
something which was produced right here in Jamaica then I think
the merchants are unreasonable to expect us to go on buying Jamaican.

Now there is one thing which I think ought to be faced. There
are many people for whom the price increase in beef 1€ going to
be a nulsance, They are going to protest about it ®but they are
going to pay the new prices because they want the beef and because
they can afford it. Their situation is going,to\be bad enough: but
at least they will still be able to haveg thelr piece of beef.

But what about the people who gust “ecannot afford it? They,
the poorer people, are in the majorityy and they will be the people
who will suffer most. This is, In fact, punishing one section of
the community more than another.*And to me this is economic
discrimination, Already\there are large numbers of people in this
island who can only afford one pound or even a half pound of beef
only per week. Wigth\the new prices many of these people will not be
able to affopdyeven that small amount, I tell you frankly I do not
like thisg business at all and I think government has shown a singular
lack of consideration for the position of the poorest sections of
our community over this beef price business,

If they had to 1lift controls, why could they not 1lift controls
on the more expensive cuts only and keep controls on the price of
the cheaper cuts. I sure they could have worked out an arrangement
where the price of stew meat and the price of soup bones could remain
at their present level, This would at least have ensure that a piece
beef would be within the reach of even the poorest family in our

society. I doubt if the Minister concerned even thought of this,

Goodnight,



~No 109 Sabina Park Prer = Ban 3

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday July 4 at 6.1l5p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last Friday the Publishers' Association of Jamaicg
the Jamaica Bppadcasting Corporation and Radio Jamalica, announced
that they had decided not to "report or comment on any=€vents
taking place at Sabina Park; nor will they give publdc ettention
to Sabina Park and the Kingston Cricket Club f(the oWners of Sébina
Park) in any way". In other words, the two ¥adiovstations and the

Publishers' Association of Jamaica haveldecided on a complete news

'plack=-out' as far as Sabina Park amd the“Kingston Cricket Club are
concerned., ~(D[— com$l MJ&Q%WCM s I Ll 5
T, + uf“'\‘&.,, ~e gl

here is one point which thewpublic at large may not know so
I think it 1s a good idea %o ¢larify it here and now, Meny of you
may ask: Who are the Publishers' Association of Jamaica? It 1is the
organisation which gpeakg on behalf of practically all the most
important newspaperg)and magazines published in Jamaica. Before
the advent off the Sunday newspaper which made its appearance for the
first yestendady there were eight newspapers, Two of these, the Gleane
and the §§2§ are dailies: four - Public Opinion, the Jamaica Times,
The Voice, Catholic Opinion - are weekly: two - Pagoda and Tribune -
are fortnightly. You can expect all these papers to apply the news
'"plack-out' completely. Not a single item of sporting news dealing
with Sabina Park or the Kingston Cricket Club will appear in these
papers as long as the ban is on., Then there are the/ziig monthly
magazines: two of the six are particularly concerned with sport,
these are Alva Ramsey's West Indian Sportsman and Foggy Burrow's

Sportslife, For these two things are likely to be a bit tricky but

I expect them to observe the ban just as completely as the newspapers.



Then there are the four general monthlies - Spotlight, New Day,
The West Indian Review and the West Indian Economist., I expect all
of these to observe the ban. As a combination these papers and

magazines and the two radio stations make up the totality of the

Jamailcan press and radio.&E?ey—een%re&—a&i—e&r—newsr—when—$hey—&ectde,

~&s—a Eroup, to-withlekeld Tiews on any subjeei,—the blabkeut is likely-
‘ [Ehis is the tremendous Power of the
press.!And the press, knowing how great this poWer\lis, and knowing
ite duty to the public, is not likely to use this great power lightl;]
Now, the Jamaica press-has, for a yepy long time, had very poé;FN
Sabina
relations with/Sxkx Park. Members of/the\press going about their
duty of reporting the news have beén @ehied entry to the pavilion at
Sabina Park, During the third test smatch between the West Indies and
England earlier this year reporters from the Gleaner and Public
Opinion were refused entry=am spite of the fact that they had passes,
And when the publisheérs wWrote the Kingston Cricket Club they had to
wait nearly two @gaonthe for an unsatisfactory reply. Now why this
off-hand attitude Bordering on contempt for the press? I think
Saturday's \@kganer editorial hit the nail squarely on the head, It
said/ ¥hat some of the worse features of social snobbery have crept
into ouramateur sports. There is a high and mighty attitude of class
and castand I am afraid that where you have this attitude you always
find that the high and mighty have a contempt for the rest of their
fellow men., This, I think, is whatﬁhas happened at the Kingston
Cricket Club., But weeesf the press -’ér‘ not:respector'f of snobbery,
aﬁ%;it will not put up withzgi}tecause it is not good for sport, it

not good for the country;, and it is not good for the Kingston Cricket

Club itself, Safina Park owes both the press and the public at large

a lot more concideration and respect than it has given them in the
past, Goodnight,



No" 110 ~ The Citrus Inc¢ try

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday July 5 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last Tuesday the Citrus Growers Association held
its annual general meeting. At the human level, last Tuegsday's meetimg
was the last one over which Sir Robert Kirkwood woudd Sreside, for
Sir Robert formally resigned his position as Chairmamn of the Citrus
Growers Association at that meeting. Many of tlie 200 delegates at
the meeting realised that this was a touchling moment of parting
and showed it in the warmth with which they applauded Sir Robert's
farewell speech., I think just how mueh k€ was moved by this warmth
of the delegates Was shown by the fagt that Sir Robert departed from
his prepared speech at the end towthank the delegates for having
avcepted him as a Jamalcan @nd for havinZ}gﬁrsed him as a Jamaican,
I think this was a proud moment for Kirkwood., I think he has committed
himself so completely and unreservedly to Jamaica that it would have
been very strange indeed if he had not been accepted and even cursed
as a Jamaicanwgo much for the personal aspect of it., After fifteen
years as leader of the industry Kirkwood has vacated the high office
of Chairmen, In the fifteen years under his leadership the industry
had grown and expanded to the point where it produces two million
boxes of citrus annually. Indeed, when he took over fifteen years
ago you could hardly have called citrus an 1ndusﬁry: it had no
status; there was hardly any processing and there was no marketing
organisation. Today all that has changed and for this the industry
owes Kirkwood a real vote of thanks.,

Of course, not everything in the garden is lovely, as many of

Sir Roberts critics have made plain., His hope that the industry
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would by now be producing between five million and séven million
boxes of fruit has not been realised. And as you know, the great
discontent among large numbers in the industry has led to the
setting up of a five-man investigating committee to look into the
affairs of the industry. This was a right and wise decision. It is
time the industry took stock of itself and map out thelneXt phase
of its growth and development. And I think that if\the _new leadership
of the indwstry learn from its past mistakes apd bulld and improve on
the foundations laid by the Kirkwood leadership,\there would be hope
for the future of the industry.

Now the main problem facing thein@ustry is competition in the
overseas markets,., This competition is, IMdkely to grow very fierce
as the British Government carriesiotit its trade liberalisation
policy. Citrus from Spain, «from ISrael, from the United States as
well as from other countries will compete with our citrus on the
English market, Our own government as well as the British government
willl do all they €®an \to help the industry to meet this competition.
At present a €l%rus Development Plan, as part of our new Agricultural
Development»?lun, is being worked out to help the industry. So it
is clear the government will help, but the basic work of preparing
to meet this competition will have to be done by the industry itself,
To hope to meet this compétition our industry must become a hundred
per cent more efficient than it now is. The qﬁality of our fruit
should be good enough to compete with the best the rest of the world
has to offer., To achieve this we must use modern and up-to-date
methods of growing and caring for our trees. That is the great
challenge to the citrus industry., If it meets that challenge it can
beat the competition......Goodnight.



No. 7”1 The Gun lMenac

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday July 6 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking,

Good evening: I have talked to you before now about the state
of gun-happiness of some of our citizens, I have told ypou that I
thought there were too many guns about, and that toofmany people
who had no business to have guns because they werewunfit to have
such lethal weapons, do in fact go around with gaﬁse I think that
all these guns are a menace to the peace gndAprd@r of our society.

I think it & is high time that our authoritl®es showed greater
restraint in their handing out of ldcerices to any Tom, Dick or Harry
to carry a gun., Guns are dangerodus weapons, Guns can maime and
kill, And guns in the hands ofwthe wrong people, in the hands of
irresponsible people, can_intreduce an ugly form of lawlessness into
our community.

My return to the, swubfect of guns is prompted by the news that
two men shot each other up over the weekend and are now in hospital,
I think thegstormof these two men is one of the most dreadful and
horrifying steries I have ever read, Let me tell you the story again,
One manNis /Ariving along in a car; another man is riding along on a
bicycle, These two men are then involved in an accident. The
accident is obviously not very serious because both men are well
enough to be able to hurl curse words at each other, Suddenly, each
one of them whips out a gun and blazes away at the other, One gets
shot in the stomache and the other in the leg and both are now in
hospital,

Now this story 1s, to me, the clearest case of gun-happiness

I have come across &n a long time, If it were not such a serious

thing it would be funny. 1 suppose it is funny in a horrible sort



of way to have two men blazing away at each other in Wild West style
én a Kingston street., I suppose some people might even find it excitim
and adding a little spice to life, But Jjust think how near tragedy
those two men were. Each might have killed the other and been up

for murder. But even worse than that, if any of their ghots had
gone astray some innocent bystander who had nothing toAdo with them
ot with the accident could so easily have been ki&g;l"gf seriously
injured: some child playing happily on the sigf.' or going about
its parents' business might so easily have hQ@?ﬂts life snuffed out
had some bullet gone astray. And of courli' @ll of this did not

enter the minds of these two fine geﬂ%lemen as they blazed away at
each other, showing just how toush andbquick on the draw they could
be. I think the whole businesgwwas a most dangerous display of
irresponsibility on the parth\of these two men. When people go in
for this sort of thing/theWintroduce the law of the jungle into

our society. And lawleSsmess always invites more lawlessness, If this
sort of thing goes“on“unchecked it will only be a matter of time
before people sebtle all their differences by gun-battles in the
streets to “the danger of everybody else,

I feel we all ought to take this sort of thing very much more

gseriously than we are now inclined to do, S—Rewe=thc—autheorites=wiid

But very much more
important than that: I feel our authorities are too lax imxkkmix

and easy about this business of giving people permits to carry arms.
The Minister of Home Affairs ought to look into this business himself,
It is hie duty to see that this indiscriminate arming of irresponsible
people 1s stopped so that we can all go about in peace, knowing that

we are protected by the rule of law, rather than threatened by the
gun-happy rule of the jungle. Goodnight,
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No 112 Death of Nye ‘svan

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday July 7 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Yesterday's news of the death of Mr. Aneurin .
Bevan is a very grest blow for the British Labour FParty”and for
British socialism., As you know, Mr, Beyan wae the'ld puéz;ieader
of the British Labour Party. And at the last An ‘isgﬁpgerence of
the British Labour Party it was his great inf} ce that preventéd‘

e split within that party. Many of Brlggg}%kgzﬁding Labourites ; !
are extremely disappointed with the wg;kﬁgiﬁﬁgﬁh Mr. Hugh Gaitskell -
is leading their party. They feel th@ﬁ#ﬁh61r party has become_toq
respectable and middle-class and they'ﬁiamed Mr, Gaitskell's leaderi‘
ship for this. Then too, Mr.\Galtskell and hiq»own supporters

had put forward the ideagbthatynationalising the major industries
should no longer be ode of the main issues on which the labour Party
gshould fight the Congervatives, The Labour Party, Mr. Gaitskell- ‘
felt, might neyer again win power from the Conservatives they did

not give upCtheir*policy of nationalisation. To many sociali;ts

thie sorthofstalking was looked on as selling out their principles.
They didN\pet want any part of it and a section of .the British Labour
Party was all for getting rid of Mr. Galitskell and.putting Mr, Bevan
in his place as the top leader, All they needed was Mr, Bevan's
consent and encouragement to.stage the revolt and overthrow Gaitskell,
But Bevan wae having none of this., He had fought against Gaipékell
for the top position in the Labour Party and.he had;;bstAin‘a straighm'
democratic election, and héd been elected dapufy leader, He felt
he owed his leader & certain loyalty and so he refused to lead the

revolt. I think he refused to lead the revolt for two reasons., First,



because he was a good party man who believed in the importance of
party loyalty; and second, because he knew that if he led the revolt
it might lead to a very serious split inside the British Labour
Party. One of the wonderful things about Nye Bevan was this quality
of lovalty. He was the most outstanding and the most dominating pErzm
personality inside the Labour Party in recent years, An@ yet he

never held a pistol to the head of his party; he 'vir gtid 'Do

what I want or else I'll quit'. He always regﬁ:dg;,n\ythe party as
more important than the person, even when the pgpbon was himself,
There were times when he disagreed complﬁtéia with his party's

policy on some issue. Once, as Minidter<eof Health in the Labour
Party Government, he resigned hisg pos¥tlon as Minister because there
was a basic difference between him and the rest of the Cabinet on

a major iessue of policy. BuB h€ did not, and I don't think anything
could, make him resignfmom, the Labour Party. And he was proud of the
fact that the great (goeial revolution which took place in Britain
after the last war\was brought into being by his party and that he
had had a major share in it.

Nye Beyan grew up as the poor and hungry son of a poor and hungry
Welsh ¢eal-miner. He never forgot where he came from and the people
among whom he grew up, even when he walked with kings. I knew him
as a tall, thickset and very humble and friendly man, And to listen
to Bevan making a speech was an experience. He had a rare magic with
words and he loved people; especially the poor, the hungry and the
dispossessed and the oppressed, He belleved in freedom for all people
everywhere and he fought even against his own people for that belief.
I think the late Aeurin Bevan was a greater man than many now realise,
But I am sure history will give him his right place as a great man,

Goodnight.



No 1317 Algeria

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday July 8 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The ugly war in Algeria is now in its sixth
year and people are beginning to not notice the news apout it and
to forget the causes of that war, But over the pagl jwewWeeks the
war in Algeria became headline news again,

Two weeks ago President Charles de Gaulle ¢f France held a
press conference in Paris. At this presgmconference he told the
peorle of France that a nation's greatmess does not depend on
colonialism, that the days of empifie Wepe over and that it was time
to bring the Algerian war to an epd., He then issued an invitation
to the leaders of the Algerian“mationalist movement to come to
France for talks to end ¢he War.

Last week Ferhat/ Abbag, Premier of the 'Algerian Government-in-
exile', sent his _right-hand man, Ahmed Boumendggl, to France to find
out just what ¢is behind de Gaulle's invitation, and also to find
out whethgr Eresident de Gaulle himself will negotiate personally
with Ferhat™dbbas, Ferhat Abbas' 'Algerian Provisional Government'
1s not PmePared to have talks with anybody but de Gaulle himself,
To them, only de Gaulle's hands are clean over this Algerian
question., They know that there are powerful forces and persons in
both France and Algeria who will do everything within their power
to wreck any kind of peace other than a colonialist peace which
would make sure that Algeria and Algerians remain colonial subjects
of France, They remember that the white settlers of Algeria staged

a revolt against President de Gaulle in January of this year because

they are not prepared to see an independent Algeria come into being.



Ferhat Abbas and his followers know thet the white settlers will
do anything and everything in thelr power to keep Algeria as a part
of France., Theyj#;igﬁstart a civil war in Frahce itself if they
could. The white settlers know large sections of the army are behind
them, As soon as the white setllers heard of de Gaulle'seinvitation
to the Algerian nationalists they set up a new poli%icalverganisation
which openly threatened the President of France,

Now the story behind this is very familiamnyI¥>1is South Africa
all over again - only more so if that is possible, Algeria has a
population of about 9 million people, About™one million of these
are white settlers: the rest are Arabgl, JAt present the white settlers
are the masters in exactly the same way as the whites of South Africa.
They have the best of everytimg and they want it to stay that way.
If Algeria became indepepdent they would lose this special position
of privilege they havg; 8p they are against any change. When the
Algerian nationalists, defland that this system be changed six years
ago, the French seftYers and the French army in Algeria turned on
them with such\ sawage viciousness that the Algerians had to fight
back. Anf, the brutality with which the French have carried on their
war hasWbegn horrible indeed: they have tortured, they have murdered
and they have practieed some of the most horrible bmntalities you
can think of on Algerian women., The whole thing is ugly and sordid
and a mark of shame on the name of France., And all this has been
brought about by one million settlers, De Gaulle's great problem in
Algeria is not the Algerians: 1t 1s the white settlers who are trying
to hold back pprogress in order not to lose their special privileges,

Goodnight,



No 11" RJR's Birthda

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday July 9 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I don't know if any of you have noticed it but

I have, over the past several weeks, used my Saturda %wgs to
Sféa}r

deal with some very controversial topic in our o affairs,
You will remember I talked about the smutty m@ on a Saturday;
I talked about the decontrol of beef prices ‘Eza. aturday; I talked
about the filthy state of Kingston's («@

a Saturday. Looking
back, it seems that Saturday has bec%rt of day of battle for
me, But I gather that you, the 1 stzﬁ\r do not mind it: in fact,
I understand that most of you 11::\!¢t However, today 1is a rather
special Saturday, so I wi mo into battle but rather do a
little stock-taking.

Radio Jamaica a@ out a news release which says that today
marks the 10th bi of commercial broadcasting in Jamaica., I
thought that

‘5“was a very modest way of saying that kK today is

the 16th of Radio Jamaica itself. And since I have been

invite@ to $heir staff birthday party after this broadcast, I thought

you and I might offer a little toast to RJR before I go on to that

party. After all, you listen to it, sgo it 1s your station. And by
B B
the way, only Al Ponman, Vic Reid and I will be nonf’staff members
A

at this party.
But let us have a quick look at the first ten years of

commercial broadcasting in Jamaica - or, as I think we should properly
describe it, the first ten years in the life of RJR.



When I came to Jamaica five years ago to write a history of
Jamaica for the British Corona Library I wandered all over the island:
I went into remote little villages and out-of-the-way rumshops. And
nearly everywhere I went I found that the people's contact with
what was happening in Jamaica and in the outside world came through

ellec o yardie of
RJR. I found a Rediffusion box in nearly every rum shop. And the
political arguments and discussions that went on in theéwrumshops were
gernally based on the news that the people had heardover RJR. It
seemed to me then that it was an amazing thingcho# RJR had brought
the world into even the remotest little rumshop.in Jamaica, 1
wondered how people had got their news befeore 'RJR appeared on the
scene, Life must have been very isolatedj Very cut-off, before the
magic of radio brought the world into“our homes, This, I think,
this making the world smaller, and b¥inging it right into our homes,
is the first great thing abeutiradio. And since RJR was the first
to do this in Jamaica bthe tribute must go to RJR for ploneering iluxss
radio in Jamaica., Of\ceouree thereﬂﬁz;i/things on RJR I;?ig;l%—%;gg,
A radio station hag™o cater to a large number of different tastes
and it is impogsible to satisfy all the people all the time, For
instance, “%,_am too 0ld to get any kick out of C.B.and rock n' roll
but thége are very many who love it., But for me, one of the really
interesting things is the way in which RJR has risen to the challenge
of J.B.C, which appeared on the radio scene Jjust over a year ago.
We now have two stations and inevitably there is friendly competition,
The challenge of J.B.C., has led to RJR improving its quality to a
surprising degree over the last year. And this, I think, promises
that we, the listeners can look forward to even better radio in the
years ahead, And so, ladies and gentlemen, I give you RJR, Jamaica's
first radio station which is ten today. May it serve us even better

in the ten years to come.e......Go0odnight.



No 11% Trinidad 0il “trike

| %

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday July 11 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I am sure all of you have heard or read about the
Trinidad oil strike which - unless something very speciad has
haprened xmxkrirgxxikxkmxam between last Saturday evering and this
evening to bring it to an end - 1s now in its eleventh /fay. Now, to
us in Jamaica an eleven-day-old strike may be a great nuisance, it
may cause great hardship to some sections of\thé&wcommunity, it may
even bring economic disaster to a numberyzof“people, but it will not
add up to a national crisis. The reason for this is that here in
Jamaica we do not have one singlé industry that so dominates our
lives as to make both our government and the vast majority of our
peoprle dependent on it. I sheuld say that sugar is possibly the
nearest thing tgx'natiena;‘ industry for us. It is our largest
employer of labogf and 4t 1s spread more evenly throughout the island
than any other indugtry. But in spite of that sugar 1s‘no longer the
cornerstone ,of\our economy: once upon & time it was the cornerstone
of our ecenomy. Today it must share pride of place with our bauxite
industry,and tourism; and in the years ahead, if we keep up with
our present industrialisation plans, it will become even less importaht
in the sense of belng a key cornerstone in our national economy. Of
course, a really serious strike in our sugar industry could have
very serious effects, But it would not, I think, threaten to bring
our national life to a standstill, The same thing applies to the
bauxite and tourist industries., The nation's eggs are not all in one
basket and so we are not desperately dependent on any one industry.

This I think is one of the big differences between the economies of



Trinidad and Jamaica.

Fifty years ago Jamalica was almost completely dependent on her
sugar export industry: fifty years ago Trinidad exported sugar and
cacao worth several million West Indian dollars; her olil exports
were worth about a million dollars or so. But in 1957 Trinidad's
0oil industry accounted for 83% of all her exports, wHile.cdcao, sugar
and rum accounted for just a little over 10% of all\expbrts. And
the Trinidad shirt industry, of which some of ouwr Jamaican merchants
are so afraid, accounted for only one-tenth offorie percent. 0il had
in fact become the dominant force in the ‘¥rinidad economy. The
Central Government of Trinidad got 35%(of all its money from the oil
industry, and the Port Services Department and the railway gor
roughly 15% of their money fr@mwoil. So something very like half of
the nationd® income comes,from ©il. This is a very striking thing.
It is the reason for Tfinidad's prosperity. But this oil strike has
shown Jjust how vulnerable Trinidad is because its economy is so
largely based on one Industry. The government has lost vast sums of
money through, the%strike, Transport has come to a standstill, All
business hasw8lowed down to a crawl, Housewives are having trouble
cooking %hedr food becaucse the oil strike meant the drying up of
their kerosene supplies., Drivers have abandoned their cars in the
streets becauae they could not get the gas to run them, In short we
have the picture of the entire national businese of a people coming
to a halt because afa strike in one industry. Latest information is
that the strike might end to day or tomorrow, I hope it does., But in
any case 1t has shown us the vulnerability of Trinidad's very bhoyant
oil-based economy and the dangers of building our prosperity on one

Industry.....Goodnight,



No 117 Cuba and Cold W

NEW COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday July 12 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaklng

Good evening: A month ago or so we here in Jamaica thought of
the Cold War of power politics between communicsm an d%

something very far away. We thought of 1t as some\&\gﬁ

Furope and Asia and Africa., To us the cold wa

ws which did

not touch on our own national and personal n this island.

But suddenly, unexpectedly, the happen{iE:.g.er the weekend have
ardg,

brought the Cold War right into our Instead of it being

a talking point as it was for u ugbfl a few weeks ago, we are now

right in the middle of the giiates struggle for power of our time,

As you know, & very n strip of water not much more than

become the storm c¢

a hundred miles wide, ate us from Cuba which has suddenly
Q the cold war between Russia and the

United States, An thing about the cold war which 1s so dangerous
small
is this: you newer know what/incident could suddenly turn it into a

hot war ns” and rockets,
ﬁ§§j2> consider one pogsibility. The United States has a very

strong base at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba, Dr., Fidel Castro's attitude
to the United States is very provoking., Castro's followers naturally
take their lead from him, Their attitude is provocative too, To them
an American soldier on Cuban territory is at the moment Xx somewhat
like a red rag being waved to a bull, This situation could so easily
lead to a flare-up. You might have a small fuss between a Cuban

civillian and a U.S. soldier, In other times this sort of fuss may

not mean very much., But in today's atmosphere it could easily lead

to a serious incident, or even to a riot and demonstrations against



the U.S. base, And if anything like that were to happen Jjust now
Castro and his followers are likely to whip up anti-American feeling
to fever pitch among the Cuban masses., They are likely to accuse
the Americans of 'imperdalist aggression' and all other menner of
evil things. And before we know where we are we might find ourselves
faced with a war situation on our doorstep. The threat fosOur peace
can be as easy and as simple'as that because the atmesfhere in Cuba
is right for it. »

And Mr., Khrushchev, the Russlan leader, thas helped to create
this tricky situation and is exploiting it for,all he is worth,
Mr. Khrushchev has warned the United States, bluntly over the weekend
that Russia would attack it with rockets/if it attacked Cuba,., He
has boasted of the fact that Bovieth\rockets were recently fired
rockets all the way from Russiasto targets in the Pacific Ocean.
This, he said, proved that\Soviet rockets could now hit the United
- States any time and angwhere., In other words, the Russian leader
has made it plaindbe Cuba's Castro that the Russian will come to
Cuba's aid if ¢here 1s conflict between Cuba and the United States,
This means,thatthe power and influence of Soviet communism is right
ingide the €aribbean Sea today, right on our backdoor., The United
States has reacted with a sharp statement by President Eisenhower
saying the United States will not tolerate a Cuban government
dominated by International Communism. So there it is, a tense and
tricky situation which could so easlily lead to war unless it is
handled with great care. For us in Jamaica it means that the Cold War
i1s no longer on the other side of the earth. It is right here, within
striking distance of us, So it is important for us to keep well-infomed

on these events which can affect the lives of all of us. Goodnight



No 117 Implications of the Cold War for Jamaica

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday July 13 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahame speaking

Good evening: Last night I told you that the Cold War of power
politics between the West and the Commhnist World is righison our
doorstep today. Tonight I should like to consider jdst/wha@t this
means to us here in Jamaica, But before I go on tfe that just let me
touch on one kxxxf point mr which Mr, Wills Isaaecs mentioned when he
opened Lydford Enterprises' Feed Mill lags/Priday. At that gathering
Mr, Isaacs said that some of the largefynatlions of the free world
did not seem to care about the economic,problems of the small
emerging nations, He saidﬁggi ggpitalists of these countries only
thought of places like Jamaica aSemarkets on which to dump their
goods far khk® below the ce®t=of production. Mr, Isaacs warned that
this sort of thing led to the wrecking of local industry and that it
was this sort of shing\which pushed the small emerging nations to a
position whereg “they ‘eome under Soviet influence, 1 think our Minister
of Trade and|\Tqdustry was dead right and I am glad he gave this
important Warning at this time, Cuba 1is, I think, a classic example
of just tTh€ sort of thing Mr. Isaacs was t-lking about, The behaviour
of American capitalists in Cuba contributed a great deal to the
present situation.

But now let's get back to the point of what the cold war means
to us, I think the first problem 1t raises for us, is the problem of
defence, If Cuba does become communist we can be sure of one thing
and that 1s that a communist Cuba will want to export her communism,

It is in the nature of today's communism that a communist country

tries to promote communism in its neighbouring countries. If Cuba



were to become a communist country I think she would make very great
efforts to 'convert' Jamaica to communism, And this attempt at
'conversion' is not always only by peaceful methods, as we have seen
from the experiences of other countries, The 'conversion' of Tibet
wag carried out with Chinese soldiers and Chinese guns{ The 'conversim'
of Hungary, Poland and Czechoslovakia were full=-scalesmiT¥it-ry affairs
80 the question of defence becomes important just In €ase a communist
neighbour wants to convert us by force of apms,., | Let us face the

fact that we cannot deal with a well-arme@) enemy all by ourselves,

An independent Jamaica would be completely at the mercy of a well
armed and aggressive communist neighbour', This is one of the problems
that is not considered by the peohleswho talk so lightly about an
indpendent Jamaican Republic., Few a small unarmed country the price
of independence can very often mean political slavery. 50 how do

we face thls problem? As part of the Commonwealth we have the
assurance that Britaln will come to our defence in case of an attack
from outside, But Britain is thousands of miles away and a communist
Cuba would Ve, just across a narrow stretch of water., So I think it
would be more sensible to think in terms of Canada and the United
States, “8ooner or later we, elther as a Jamalca going it alone or

as a part of the Federation, will have to face this question of our
defence, The coming of the cold war to this region means that we

had better face it sooner; it means that we must face the hard fact
that in spite of all her faults the United States is the real keeper
of the peace in this region; it also means we must make up our minds
about what great power we goling to turn to kXmxzmaxamkEr in the event
of outside aggression, The cold war is here and we must look to our

protection,....Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday July 14 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

‘Good evening: I am sure we are all relieved and glad that
the hurricane scare is over, and that Hurricane Abey ow a spent
tropical storm. There was a time when 1t really loo
Abby was going to hit us and hit us hard; and a period

late on Tuedday afternoon when there was a grea € of confusion

and a lot of rumours were flying around i ngston area, At
that time, when the rumours were at th est, I detected a slight
%nks to the very good

hint of panic among some people. Bﬂg‘2
service we got from both radio sﬁsgijp

stopped; the panic disappeare d people settled down to prepare

, the rumours were soon

calmly for the worse- if 1€, Fortunately for us it did not

come, And so 'hurr‘ice@ ' and we can carry on with our daily
affairs., I think th et and methodical way in which the relgéf
organisations g and the plans made by the KSAC and others
in case of were really excellent,

f-beat comment I heard about all the warnings and
preparat was told me by a friend. ©She quoted an old country man
who said that all this fuss was very upsetting. All these warnings,»
the o0ld man said, disturbed him and made him nervous so that he coul&
not relax, First they say hurricane coming; then they say hurricane
not coming; then they say hurricane coming again, Then they tell
you where it is, how many miles, how big the winds, By the time they .
have finished telling you all these things you are so nervous tiat "
you feel sick, In the old days, said this old man, the first you ,, °

knew about a hurricane was when it hit you. In those days you had



only one moment of nerves and sickness instead of days of fear and
worry., I think the old man has a point, but I myself apprediated
know what was happening all the time.

Now let me touch on something which I thought a piece of
impertinence when I heard it. As you know, the Kingston and St.
Andrew Corporation's Public Cleansing ®epartment has not@0ne its
job properly as far as the citizens of Kingston are“eghcgrned. There
have been complaints about the dirty state of Kingston for a very
long time, The citizens have had a very poor(service of garbage
removal, Theke rubbish bins have been left on.the streets, Dogs
and pigs have turned these bins over @nd.seattered the rubbish in
syreets and yards, Out of this rubbish“has come an army of flies
spreading germs and disease, and, ass/1 have told you before, it was
the children who were the main\#ictims, This 1s a very sorry state
of affairs, and while it 1% g0ing on there is a bitter and foolish
wrangle going on between the Council and its Superintendent of
Public Cleansing,‘CvAnd Yust the other day I heard the news that
one of the membeérs of the Public Cleansing Committee was complaining
that the pelicéwwere not following instructions to prosecute citizens
of Kingegton\for not keeping the front of their houses clean., This
Councillor wanted the police to be more vigorous in prosecuting the
public, I think this 1s a piece of gross impertinence, I think this
Councillor and indeed the whole Public Cleansing Committee want to
first remove the beam out of their own eyes before the see the mote
in the eyes of the citizens, Let the Public Cleansing Department
do its own job properly first and then point its finger at anybody
else, How can people keep their fronts clean when the garbage is not
removed? So let us have no more of this impertinence from Councillors,

until they've done their own jobs well, Goodnight,



No 119 U.S. Pregsidential Elgetioens:
) Kennedy V Nixon

NEW COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday July 15 at 6.1l5p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Yesterday's news that the Democratic Party of
the United States has chosen Senator John F. Kenmedy tqf be,its
candidate in the forthcoming U.S. Presidential eledtions™means that
we are almost certain to see a contest for the most dmbortant political
office in the world today between two very yeungimen. At that level
of politics men are considered young untid¥l they are past fifty,
and it has been very rare indeed that gfen under the age of fifty
have headed the mjzmr governments of\the majar countries of the
world, I suspect one reason for thisfis that young men tend to be
more radical in their outlook ‘th@&m are old men.

But even this patterm™seeéms to be changing today. XEx If we run
down & list of the world's leaders today we can divided the list into
two: one the one gide, you will have the men who have led yesterday's
world; on the dther side you will have the men who are likely to
lead tomorrow%g\world, And one of the really interesting differences
in such a %is? wamz is the fact that the leaders of tomorrow's world
are so mueH younger than were yesterday's leaders when they started
out on the road to power, Chiang Kai-shekxmfx€Rimx and Mao Tse-tung
of China, Macmillan of Britain, De Gaulle of France, Eisenhower of
the U.S. Adenayr of Germany, and Kishi of Japan - these are all old
men who well past fifty when they took power, The new men - to name
only a ;ew - are Nixon and Kennedy of the U.S., Macleod of RBRritain,
Nasser, Nkrumah and Lulumba of Africa, Castro of Cuba, Brandt of

Gé&rmany. Of these only Nkrumah has reacﬁ“fifty but even he was

under fifty when he first took power, The rest are in their thirties



or forties, ©So the first thing about the Kennedy nomination 1is that
it confirms this new trend in the world for young men to lead nations.
Kennedfy is 43 and his rival, Richard Nixon, who%%:wﬁertain to be
chosen as the Republican Party's candidate, is 47.

Now these two young men are both forceful, ambitious, tough-
minded and gifted., Nixon who 1s the Vice President of fthe, United
States at present, showed just how tough=-minded he €oudd™be when
he stood up to Khrushchev in Moscow in one of theymesg?t famous cussing
matches of our time. Nixon came up from a humbYe background of
poverty and fought his way to the top. Kerhedy on the other hand
was born with at least half a dozen gol¥den spoons in his mouth, His
father, Joseph Kennedy, who was U.S.\Ambassador to Britain during
Roosevelt's time, was a man who turne@ almost everything he touched
into millions of dollars, and\young Kenneday is a millionaire many
timee over, But money hasthnetynade Kenneday soft, as he has shown
by the very powerful political machine he has created to win this
nomination, and by the\tough and ruthless campaign he has conducted.
Kennedy has had,to Pight the opposition of ex-President Harry Truman,
Mrs, Eleneon 'Roesevelt and the whole ®emocratic Party machine. To
fight all™tha® and win you need to be tough., Kenneday is a Catholic,
Nixon is @ Protestant, Nixon, too, has his enemies who call him
'tricky Dick' It is one of these two young men, then, who will be
the next President of the United States. At the moment it could be
either one, But whichever one it is, he will confirm the fact that
tomorrow's political world belong to the younmem men, And I am not
so sure that this 1is such a bad thing in this revolutionary ago of
ours, The strains and stresses of our time demand the strength and

resilience of youth. But can the young be as responsible as the

01d%e4e.00.Go0dnight,



Nol20 The Citizen and the Police

EWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on »
Saturday July 16 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On Tuesday of this week the Star carried a story

on its back page under the heading: "Citizens of Balacl eport
Police Brutality". The story was that sometime in this year
at Balaclava

a new set of policemen were transferred to the
and that from there on things began to go wr E‘til they flared
up last week into a charge of police bru ?

The news story goes on to set do@ is own words the case
of a man named Wilfred Maxwell who ;§\~ saulted by a Special
Constable, This special constable then Joined by another constablg
a full time member of the f he second constable, 1t is alleged,
then used his baton on M and after this the two constables
gragged him for half a along the main street to the police
station., The stor at Maxwell was dragged by his feet, his head
bumping on th a‘<fh 1t road so that he became unconscious, His
clothes wegre orn that he was almost stark naked, One eye-wlitness
is repoxted\to have said: "I couldn't believe it was a human being
they were dragging; I thought it was a hog".

One of the eye witnesses of the Maxwell business was a woman
named Etta Forbes who tried to intervene on behalf of Maxwell, The
story goes on to give Etta Forbes' own account of how she was later
assaulted by a police sergeant and then arrested.

When Forbes and Maxwell appeared before the Resident Magistrate's
Gourt in Balaclava last week, the magistrate dismissed the charges

brought by the police against Forbes and Maxwell, In other words,

the police and theilr witnesses were discredited in court.



Now this whole case sounds to me ugly and disturbing from beginring
to end., It is dreadful to think that there are still people in our
police force who have such a basic contempt for the dignity of the
ordinary citizen of this country. And I think we ought to face the
fact that this sort of thing happens generally to only @ certain
gsection of our community. There are still members of ouf police
force who have a caste and class grading for the wayWfi which they
treat our citizens., The citizen who ies know to he wéalthy or to
enjoy a high social position is most unlikely\€ver to experience
such rough handling at the handsof the_poldce., It is the poor and
the weak and those who have no influenée: it 1g}€gose people whom
the police feel will not make a fugs that they take these liberties,
Some policemen harass and bullywthe weak and the defenceless, This
is a dreadful state of af§alirs.

It is because thefe are» policemen who still behave in this way
that many of our peopde Will have nothing to do with the law, It is
because of this, that many people will not 1ift a finger to help a
policeman when he“asks for help, This sort of thing makes us lose
our respeet ®Or the law and for those who are there to enforce the
law, Peopl€e will only respect the police force if the police force
shows them respect, It is important for the police to know that
they are the servants of the public, especilally the poorest and
weakest sections of the public: they are not our masters; they have
no businese to be pushing people around like arrogant nazis, But
let us not make the mistake of condemning the whole police force for
the faults of a few, But I do thing it is important for the authorities
Yo realise that it is the few had ones who give the whole force a

bad name, For the good of the country the bad ones ought be rooted
out of the police force, Goodnight.,



No 121 Manley on Beef Pricks

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday July 18 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: A few very important events took place last
week here at home which I did not have a chance to commé@h‘gn: this
evening I would like to remedy that. First there wasg Mr.lﬁanley's
statement about beef prices on Wednesday of lasts/wWeekyat the J.A.S.
annual meeting, Mr. Manley issued a very stempwamning to cattle
growers that government was going to figh# the\high beef prices.

He said that unless beef prices came déwn_ te reasonable levels
agalin government would import beef, He went on to say that if it
was necessary government would set upsrefrigeration services in
every important town on the (sland>to make sure that the ordinary
citizens got their beef at a Tair price,

I think this wasg very good news and I am sure every housewife
welcomes it, Of c@urse) I personally think that such a clear and
firm statementqshould have been made at the same time that price
controls were, Mfted from beef, I think if this statement had been
made then i% might have sobered those get-rich-quick gentlemen
among our butchers sooner and we might not have had the few weeks
of fantastlc prices which we have suffered., And I am sure that
thinge would have been even better if there had been a stock of
imported meat in the island on the day that price controls came off
our local beef, That, more than anything else, would have kept prices
at a reasonable level,

But when all that 1s said and done one fact stands out and I

think it is a very important fact that we should note very carefully,

Mr. Manley himself mentioned that fact in his speech. It is this:



the majority of housewives have taken a very firm stand., Up and
down the country you women - at least most of you = have refused

to pay fancy prices for your pilece of meat, You have dug in your
heels and said firmly that you were not prepared to pay the unreasonable
prices asked, And in many places butchers found they couwXd not get
rid of their meat., Beef which was generally sold offfwithin a few
hours on a Friday afternoon, was still unsold on_Saturday morning.
I travelled across the island over the past weekénd "and I saw this
sort of thing in many places, ©So it is fadr W Say that basically
it wae you, the housewife, who stopped.ihte sky-rocketing of beef
prices. This is the important fact whléh JI think we ought to note.
Our women, our mothers, our housewivegs, all of you who run our
homes, you are the people with™the final power to put a check on
the cost of living. If yew, @8 a group, decided collectively that
the price of some item of [foodstuff is unreasonable and that you
are not prepared to pay that price, I think you can have a considerabke
influence in reducing "that price to a fair level, And if that food-
stuff is a perlghable commodity like meat or green vegetables, then
your influenee is vital, The butcher must sell his meat before it
goes bady Of course he can corn it; but he still has to sell that.
And so, if you hold out, he will become reasonable, The power is in
your hands, But please remember that it is very important to use
power reasonably and only when prices are really unfair and unjust.
Tomorrow I should like to discuss two Bills that Mr, Manley tabled
in the House of Representatives on Wednesday of last week, Till

then, goodnight.



No 122 Referendum Bill

\ Sxer—emwey Povers 11l
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For transmission on
Tuesday July 19 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The first Bill tabled by Mr. Manley in the House
which I should like to discuse, is known as the Referenfdum=kax
(Federation) Law, 1960, This Bill makes it legal for tie Governor
to set a date, about a year from now, for us, th€eitizens of
Jamaica to go to the polls to vote on one single“issue., The issue
on which we are going to vote is whether gfe)the voters wish Jamaica
to stay in the Federation or get out of Jity, There will be only
one question on the ballot paper. Thé,words of the question will
be very clear and very simple, Thenwdll read: "Should Jamaica
remain in the Federation of the Mest Indies?" That is all: "Should
Jamaica remain in the Fedefation of the West Indies?" And there

o ol
will be a space for you to wg!ie your answer; sme=Sor—rrit—orey
neeg—te—wpitte_one sord ., You can either:;;ggz("No", or you can waibe

"Yes", If the majority of us wadde "No" on our ballot papers then

) e
Jamaica will\Zed, out of the Federation: if the majority of us wedte
"Yes“k?iil ¢tdy in the Federation., It is as simple as that, But

behind th¥€ simplicity is, I think, something so important that it

is almost terrifying. We the voters who are not experts in matters

of high politics are going to decide the future of our descendents

for hundreds of years to come, That is the terrifying part of it.

The glorious part of it is that it is we, the ordinary people with

all our weaknesses, who are going to make this most important decisim.
To me it is this fact that makes democracy real, And it is the first
time in the history of this island that the people have been asked

one really important question with the sure knowledge that their



rulers are going to do exactly what the majority tells them to do.
I myself think that over and above all other considerations Mr,
Manley has shown his real faith and trust in the people of this
island when he decided to have a referendum which this Bill will

make legal,

The second Bill,. is ona@ I am
not so happy about. Under this Bill government wil he power

to detain any person who is reasonably believed ~%\~ aking part
S aw

in subversive activities; when this Bill bec?

a person

suspected of planning insureection or ta rt in subversive
activities or keep arms with the idea ging a revolt, can be
held for a period of up to six month e Bill also glves government

greater powers to search for armsWother weapons,
Now the reason behind,th 11 is to be found in the events
that took place in the Re s and Sligoville areas when when

had the island great s unt, It was then discovered that our

laws did not prov government to detain people without having
to bring a char@me aga@inst them, This meant that we could not do any-
thing agaips erson until some law had been broken. The new Bill

will giye vernment the powers to prevent something the Sligoville
affalr hapPening before the people concerned have a chance to break
the law or do any real damage, And mfxmx this BxXX new law will only
remain in operation for a year, though it can be renewed if governmert
feels it still needs the special powers., So basically it 1is a safety
measure, The reason why I say I am not happy about it is because

the authorities feel
its introduction means that/there are still people at large who want

to bring violence and disorder to replace the present peace and

democratic progress of this island. This detention measure is a

necessary one, but I regret that it 1s necessary for us to have it.



No 123 The cold War: Cur=a & Congo

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday July 20 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking.

Good evening: It looks very much as though the Rugsians are
stepping up their Cold War effort and doing so with gr&8&t Buccess
at the expense of the United States. The two are&s»tn which the
Russians have operated most successfully and m@st.dramatically
recently have been in Cuba and in the Congo.

Inx8ukax In dealing with the Cuban sittation Khrushchev has made
a great deal of political capital ou% ofYthe U.S.-Cuban conflict,
The way the Russians have handled the\slituation was to give the
outside world the impression ghat the United States was planning
an armed invasion. You will\reéhember that shortly after the Cuban
government took over tiwesAmerican and British oil refineries
Khrushchev warned the United States that 1t would come to Cuba's
help in the event“ofen American attack., And yet the United States
had made no méntion of an attack on Cuba., If anybody was an aggressor
in the CuBapn\situation it was Cuba herself, She had taken over tlje
01l refinenties, she had taken over American property and had threatened
that she would go on taking American propebyy 'down to their boot
strings' if they cut the sugar quota. And when the Americans, as a
result of extreme provocation, did finally cut the Cuban sugar
quota, it was Fidel Castro who yelled 'economic aggression'. In fact,
what we have been witnessing in Cuba lately has been a studied and
deliberate provocation of the United States. As I see it, it almost
looks as though Cube ie determined to provoke the United States into

some action.

Now why is Cuba doing this? I think the only reasonable



answer is that the Castro government is making a tremedous bid for

the leadership of xkE Latin America, He wants to isolate the United
States from the rest of Latin America and appear as the Latin American
champion against 'Yankee Imperialism', And I think he knows that
nothing would eo quickly arouse Latin American sentiment.against the
U.S. and for Cuba, as would any aggresgiwe act on the’part of the
United States., This, I think, explains Castro's cohtMued attempts

to provoke the U.S. And the fact is that the pagtfrecord of the

United States in Latin America puts her at a‘cohsiderable disaflvantage.

Now to the Russians all this is worl@erfud, They would welcome
any situation which gives them the opportahity to come forward as
the champion of the poor and oppressedvand exploited people, And
they hope, through Cuba, to get_a firm foothold in Latin America and
so they are fanning the troukhlg for all they are worth,

Much the same sorp” of $hing applies to the Congo, You will
remember that exactlIp awmonth ago I told you that the Congo situation
was going to get worse and that the Russians were going to exploat
it. Well, it _has“eome to pass now, The Congo is in the most awful
mess and 4lte communists are waiting to step in as they stepped in
in Guineg. Unless the United Nations acts with great speed and greater
intelligence the communists will step in.

The Russian design in all this is very clear and very simple,
Africa and Latln America are the last two great prizes of the Cold
War, Whoever wins Africa and Latin America wins the cold war. And so
the Russians are working hard and working well, Just as they have
ﬁhreatened the U.S. over Cuba, so they have threatened Belgium over
the Congo. All they have to flo is egg on Lumumba in the Congo and

Castro in Cuba and wgtch for any mistakes the West might make, The

Russlans, wkether we like it or not, are doing very well out of the
cold war just now, Goodniesht.

=
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Good evening: Since the Russians have stepped up the Cold War
over the past few weeks many people have asked the fr ng
guestion: "Are we on the brink of another world wa mber of
listeners have asked me this question. I think%\s probably
the most important question disturbing the m people all over
the world today. Are we on the point of % world war?

The short answer to this questio@ at I do not know; and I
do not think anybody else knows, I g!\& think Mr., Khrushchev knows;
I don't think Mr. Eisenhower knows, don't think Mr, Macmillan knows.

And if YOu were to ask anyo ese three world statesmen I am

sure each will tell you does not want war, And yet there 1is
this danger that the orld might suddenly go up in flames.

So, having g my short answer, which is that I do not
know, let us b E\Qfe as carefully as we can the things which might
make for W the things which might work against war,

we look at the things which might lead to war, three
dangers stand out sharply and clearly. The first is Cuba. Almost
any small incident, such as a clash between Cubans and American
soldiers at Guantanamo Bay, could set off a train of violence which
could lead to world war, The second immediate danger point 1is the
Congo where the Russians have again threatened action this morning.
Here too, the slightest incédent could lead to a full-scale war,
And what makes the Cuban and Congo situations so tricky 1s the fact

that the leaders of these two countries do not seem to realise that

their actions might plunge the whole world into war. A third danger



is the situation between Indila and China. At the moment the happenins
in the Congo and Cuba have pushed the India-China conflict out of our
minds, but the situation is still tense and ugly and it is made more
gso by the aggresslive cockiness of the Chinese Communists, If we did
not have a man of the stature of Nehru leading India the situation
might have been completely out of hand by now,., Only hi will

for peace has go far prevented a blow=-up which woul ve caused

a world war, These, then, - Cuba, the Congo an a’ - are the
three main danger points where indidents cou %&sily lead to

war,

But there are two other danger p t;Ewhich could also lead to
war, Following the U-2 spy plane 1ﬂ\q§; the Russians have shot

down more American planes which ha lown anywhere near Soviet
territory. The last plane th sians shot down was obviously not
over Soviet territory an ericans have reacted very sharply.

Any more shooting dow Q .5. planes, especilally if they are not
over Russian terr could lead to the Americans retaliating and
that, if it h ene is sure to lead to a war in which all of us will
be involved.

d e “last danger polint is one of the mind, There are people
in both t U.S. and in Russlia who feel that sooner or later there
must be a war between Communism and Democracy. The Chinese communists
also feel this., Some Americans say, since there must be war, have it
now before the communists get any stronger. Hit them with a surprise
attack which will knock them out one time, And there are communists
who say exactly the same, These are the warmongers on both sides and
they are our last and, possibly, greatest danger point. These are the

factors that make for war, Tomorrow I will look at the factors that

make for peace, So, till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: Last night I told you about the factors which

%mnal EXkoh

uba, the

could so easily lead to world war in today's tense 1

situation. You will remember I listed these facto
Congo, the India-China border dispute, the sho@own of’U .64
planes by the Russlians, and the war-mindedn gome people in
both the communist and non-communist wo All or any one of these
factors could very easily lead to a ar,

Tonight I should like us to_con r the factors which make for

peace, I think the first, aad psgbadiy the most important single

thing which makes for peac he fact that the vast majority of
the peoples of the world nt peace. The ordinary Chinese or Russlan
or American or Euro Asian or African does not want war, War
may come and peop 1 then take up arms and go out to defend
their countri But they will do so because they have to, not
because wvant to; and they will do so because they have been
told that e other side started it and are the aggressors, The mass
of the people of the world are against war and this does influence
their leaders to a certain extent, Of course, the feeling of the
people carries more weight under democracy than it does under
communism, but even under communism the feeling of the people 1s not
completely ignored.

A second factor for peace has to do with Russia herself, In the
last war Russia lost millions of her finest young citizens, Her
army lost more men than any other allied army and it also lost more

men than the Germany army which was defeated. Russian 1ndustry}hnub



Russian agriculture = the whole fabric of the Russian economy was

so battered that the U.S. had to go to the aid of the Russians. So,
for the Russians, the last war was a terrible and devastating experience
which made them hate war. But, and let us face it, communism is an
aggressive and expansionist creed which will drive the Russian people
into another war if that is the only way for the comnunisLSfto achiew
their ends,., But it is not the only way, as the yedns“glsice the second
world war has shown, Before the second world Wwap Ruscia was the only
communist country in the world. Today communism™rules over the vast
land mass of China, over all Bastern Eurepeéj=ever one half of Germany
as well as many other Asian countriesty/ And it ies beginning to get a
foothold in Africa as well as in4atinvAmerica, And all this
communisms achieved by threat, and bluff and without the need to go
to war on a big scale, The ohly war that communism engaged in was

in Korea and then it médde\sure that it did not turn it into a world
conflict., And I think, the communists learned from the Korean war

that the methods of, Mmfiltration and the creating of crisis situations
suited them ery wuch better than the method of direct war,

Let wswflace it., The communists have been winning ground without
having %@ gb to war, They have bluffed and threatened and pushed the
West but they have tended to give way when the situation really lookel
dangerous, ©So there you have it., I don't think the Russians want a
war right now, I think they might miscalculate a situation and push
the U.S5. too far and so set off a war, But I doubt it. So, my
tentative answer to the question is: "No, I do not think we are
likkly to have a world war now", Of course I could be wrong but on
balancing all the factors I feel I am right. What I think we will

have is a long period of Cold War crisis, and this in itself is

dangerous enough,....Goodnight,
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Good evening: I think we have spent enough time this week
looking at world problems and the international gloom ofsthe cold
war, After all, the basis of our lives 1s made up of the 2ittle
day~to=-day things we deal with: it is made up of the eoft of our
food, the homes we live in and the kind of serwvige™we get when we
go out to spend our xmERE¥YX hard-earned money. And it is ofi the
little things that are so important in owp/T¥wes that I want to
comment tonight.

The meanest thing I witnesséd thie week Was a J.0.S. bus
hurtling down one of Kingstonfs main streets, At a bus stop stood
a little old lady. She signalled to the rushing bus; instead of
slowing down the bus gétllered speed., The o0ld lady stepped off the
pavement slignalling wWeresfrantically., The bus shot past her, It
was not during the“rush hour and the bus was not crowded, It all
happened too,fasthfor me to get the number of the bus with the
mean-minded~driver., I hope our J.0.S. drivers will not forget that
they ardhired to serve the public and that they have an especial
duty to the very old and the very young.

And now let me touch on another sore point about which many
people feel strongly. In our downtown Kingston stores, especially
the big ones, many of yxm the young men and young women behind the
counters seem to think that the shopping public is there for their
convenience, I have stood for a full five minutes watching a
pregnant woman, obviously hot and tired, trying to attract the

attention of a young woman behind the counter, But this young



lady was having such a wonderful conversation with two other young
ladies, also behind the counter, that she did not have time for the
tired and pregmant customer until the conversation was finiched,
And when she did get around to serving the woman it was as if she
was doing the woman a favour,

I have myself gone into one of our biggest electriga; stores
to buy a very small electrical fitment. The first ghop &€sistant
had asked me what I wanted promptly enough. Whenm iﬁtoid him he
pointed to a second young chap. This young ghapiwas on the telephone
having a private and personal conversatiow?y He looked at me once,
asked me what I wanted and when I toldrhimhe nodded and turned his
back on me and carried on with his teléplione conversation. My time
did not matter; I had to wait until hé was good and ready for me,
After four minutes of this I wen®wback to the first young fellow
and asked him to serve me\ Eﬁ% he couldn't, He d4id not handle the
thing I wanted. So I agked) for the person in charge., But the person
in charge, anothep,young fellow, showed that he thought I was
unreasonable, It washonly when I got really vexed that he called
the chap frowsthe telephone and f got my service. I am sure most of
you can cap, this little story of mine.

I think we are putting up with much too much nonsense from our
shop assistants; I think this bad and shoddy service has become a
habit with too many of them., The customer seems to be there for their
convenience, I think it is high time all this nonsense stopped, I
think it is high time the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce get its members

to look into the shoddy service their servants give the buying publiec,

And by the way, I have something very important on suggestive liter-
ature for you tomorrow afternoon at five minuteg after one; so till

then, goodnight.
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Good evening: Earlier this month a little incident flared up.
wkizhkyxifxikxhadxkeernxkruz If the charges made in this %le incidemnt
i

had been true, it would have been a very serious sitda as far as

the basic rights of the citizen in our society a ‘~§i rned, And,

1f the charges made had been proved true, it mgg:?-EVen have led to

a serious conflict between the government %ica and the Bar
A--MS'&;S

Council of Jamaica, which is the organi y of ngyers in our

country. From this you will see th\ incident was both serious

and important.

KXIXXRKEXXEXXRX What was‘i:‘g incident? I am sure most of you
t

his month there appeared in the

will remember that on th%
Gleaner a letter whict@ ter Evans had sent to Mr. Manley the

day before., 1In this er Mr, Evans protested to lMr. Manley that
he had not been gl a fair opportunity to interview Reynold Henry
at the Cent Ii’3&10@ Station, Mr, Evans saild that the room in which
he inter the prisoner, Reynold Henry (who, as you know, was a
ringlegai:fln the Red Hills-Sligoville affair) - Mr, Evans said that
that room was so arranged that he would have had to speak to Henry
across a space of about ten feet, Mr, Evans protested vigorously
about this, He said it was a professional insult., Indeed, if the
facts were as Mr, Evans sald, I would have agreed with him and gone

a stage further: I would have said it was a definite interference
with the rights of the citizena éecause even in prison the individual
has certaln rights; and one of those righte is to talk to his lawyer

in private.



Now, to deny any prisoner awaiting trial this right to talk frediy
and privately to his lawyer is a serious matter, Mr., Evans took it
seriously, so seriously that he also wrote to the Minister of Home
Affairs, to the Attorney-General, and to the Bar Council of Jamaica,
One M.H.R., Mr., Max Carey also thought it sufficiently gerious to
ask a question about the matter in the House of Reprgsentatives,

And then, on Thursday of last week, the Bar Couneid of Jamaica,
replied to the letter Mr, Evans had sent.km To ‘wme, the reply by the
Bar Council was much more important than the ‘v€ply given by Mr. Manley
In hie reply Mr. Manley had said Mr, Petep/ Ev¥ens' charges had not
been based on the true facts. But many people, for reasons of their
own, might have gone on believin@\Mr. Evans' charges if the Bar
Council had not published its(ewn reply. The members of the Bar
Council, said the letter, had wisited the interview room at the prison

about which Mr, Evans compl&ined Whey found the distance between

the prisoner and Qilﬂ%;ﬁ;:i wgzid not ore than three feet © not

e T

10ft as Mr, Evans Naed“charged. They found that it was possible for
lawyer and prisoner to talk privately and described Mr, Evans'
charges a8 “gross exaggerations", In short the Bar Council's letter
wa%:rejectl»n of Mr, Evans' charges and, implicit in the letter was
a criticism of the way in which Mr, Evans had handled the whole
affair,

I think this whole affair wg% important because the charges
made were very serious and I am glad they were proved untrue, Another
important point is thatiégiée who set %ﬁ:ﬁgelves up as the guardilans
of es—=freedom must be very careful to get %g;£r facts right. To
kaxx attack anybody or any %?titution on false facts 1s not doing

the cause of freedom and civil liberty any good.... Goodnight,
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Good evening: Towards the end of last week Mr, Donald Sangster ,
the deputy Leader of the Opposition, tabled a very intepesting motion
for debate by the House of Representatives, Mr, Sanggtef”§f%wtion
asks that a part of government time on the radio statiors be allocateal
to the Opposition., I hope that when the debateé gn‘this subject comes
up all of you will take a very great interest)inwit, It is an
important subject; and it is particularly jmpoertant in a country
like ours where a large number of our gfople cannot read and therefore
cannot follow current affairs except through the spoken word, The
world in which we live today s, _so complex and 8o ;Bmplicated, what
happens far away can affect oun, own lives intimately, and what
happens here at home cgh affect the outside world intimately too. So
it is important for Ws Se’have an intelligent grasp of what is going
on both at home a;&.abroad. And radio 1is, in my opinion, the most
powerful way,of, bring the world into the home of even the most humble
citizen of this island. Also, except for the outstanding leaders
like Marmdley/and Busta, Arnett and Sangster, Wills Isaacs and Bob
Lightbourne, Glasspole and Tavares, and others in the limelight,
we know very little about the personalities of the men who sit in the
House and make our laws, MNost of the backbenchers on both sides of
the House are like shadows to us, I do not think this is good, I
think we ought to have a clear and distinct picture in our minds of
the personalities whom we have elected to our parliament., In the
Bratish House .of Commons where you have several hundred lMembers of

Parliament individual personalities stand out very much more than in

our House where we have less than Tifty members, And I do not think



that our members of parliament are any less colourful than are the
English M.P.s. I think the real reason why the majority of our M.H.Rs
are shadows in our minds is because the business of pur parliament

has not been projected into our homes, Many of our people feel that
parliement is somewhere in Duke Street and far away from our daily
lives, VWell, pgrliament is our business and we ought‘td Know all the
men who conduct our business, We ought to know their\@ood points and
their faults, we ought éo know what they are like, what they are doimg
so that we can pass judgement’on them when ne¥t }hey come to ask for

our votes, And this, I think, radio can o for us better than anythirg

else, So, I hope that the debate on | Bangster's motitn will result

in our hearing the voices, and gettiég' 5 know the percsonalities
of our law-makers, especially,the Ehégowy back=benchers,

Of course, I don't know\Whéf the House will decide on this
matter, But what I wou;&flike to see it some arrangement whereby we
BRXEARMXEXERIRAXXZLRER Will hear a different M.H.R. each evening while
the House 1is in sé@}i@n. In Britain they have something called "Today
in Parliament™ fh.which an M,P. speaks for five minutes on what
took placeain:barliament that day. One day it is someone from the
governmgpt iide, the next day someone from the Opposition. And these
people do not Just trot out party slogans; they try to give the
listeners a true picture of what took place and so bring parliament
into the homes of the voters,

I think it is time that we had something like that here in
Jamaica, Our future progress demands that all of us take a greater
interest in the affairs of our parliament and in the men who make

broadened

our laws, So I hope Mr., Sangster's motion will be rmadmrEnrzg® =co

that parliement can be brought into the homes of the voters of Jamaiam

Goodnight.,



No 129 Local Government .,Public Relations.

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday July 27 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahame speaking

Good evening: Monday's Gleaner carried on the same page two
news stories about Public Relations. The first story said that
the Jamaica Cha'm"ber of Commerce was considering the % appointing
a Public Relations Officer. The second story was \ its July
monthly meeting the Mancheste:p Pariqh.Council \Qﬁ;sed a resolution
approving the spending of 8225Ais iig share SQ;EB,OOO a year which
will be needed for the setting-up of a.f‘e"~ elations Department
by the Association of Local Governm orities. According to
the news story the Manchester Pa \ ncll passed its resolution
as a result of a circular it IQ\iﬂrthe Executive Council of
the Association of Locgl Go i;g:;t Authorities, The Association of
Local Government Autho , it seems, has decided that'it-needs
a full-time public Q\s officer. They estimate that it will
cost them £3,000 t© the public relations department for its
first year, eNplan is that each Parish Council éhould make an

annual c ution of £225 and the KSAC should make a contribution
of 830Qar

. There would be a central advisory qpmmittee which
will work 1n-coéopefation “with committeesato.be set up.by each
Parish Council, And these would direct the work.of the public '
relations department and the public fe;ations officer,

The Manchester Parish Councilimeeting was thoughtful enough
to expess the vieW‘that it mdy not be justified " in thellight of
present financial ﬁositions and ramificafions" for each parish ‘
council to have a pubiic relations officer, This, I am sure, was

very thoughtful of the Manchester Parish Council, Just think what



they have saved us from, We might have had to face the dreadful
prospect of having fourteen local public relations officers, each
getting between £750 and £1,000 a year., Instead, if this move

of the Association of lLocal Governmen§ Authorities goes through,

we will have one public relations deparﬁhent with one public relatiors
officer. Then we will have fourteen public relations c tees, ahd

senior civil servant in each Parish Council officg\%‘ e given
ction.

the job of public relations as his or her main In other
words, and in truth and in fact, we really o have fourteen
public relations officers as well as th an - the public
relations officer of the Associatio al Government Authorities -

for whom a brand new job will have & created,

Now this, to me, 1is Just abou e most monstrous plece of
local government nonsense RJh ome across in a very long time, As
far as 1 am concerned amaica Chamber of Commerce can appoint
a dozen public rela ‘Zif>fficer if it wanté to. It is spending its
own private mone t%public money. Our local.government authorities
are spending ah\?oney - yours and mine, And. frankly, I want my money
spent on clintss, on better houses, on better roads rather
than om th ame-brained public relations scheme, The Government of
Jamaica has established a perfectly good public relations department
which is doing its job well, That is enough., Our local asuthorities
want to do their jobs and do them well,'that would be the very best.
possible public relations to establish, I hdﬁe the Minister of Home
Affairs will squash.and sguash fifmly this costly and utterly

unneccessary move by the Assoclation of Local Government Authorities. .

Goodnight
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Good evening: Yesterday morning I started going through a
huge pile of papers on my desk. In formation and news is my business,
and these papers were all ietms of news from all over rld, As
I went through the papers I felt a little ashamed 1f because ?
the dates on some of these papers went as far XMay. And then |
I came across something that pulled me up sh It was a little )
story dated the 28th of June and it cam he Information Service
of the Government of India. It had b% up to me from the Office :‘
of the Indian Commissioner for the We ndies who, as I am sure
most of you know, has his hea&t s down in Trinidad,

I was a very short itepm news. It sald the the head of the

)

Indian marine research g sation, a gentleman called Mr. Jones,

had reported the capgu® two mermaids, The story said that these
two mermaids were ohly ones to have been caught alive in the _
world. It sa \at they could not be kept in zoos because they 1
needed ce a conditions to go on living. Mr. Jones reported
that t ved off sea-grass and that they came up to the surface
from time to time to breathe in air, He also said that they suckled
their young ones Jjust as human mothers do.

My first reaction when I finished reading this little story,
was to want to know more. I went through all the papers to see if
there was any more information on these two mermaids, I wanted some
description of them, some photograph. But there was nothing more,
Then I called a number of people in the office and showed them the

story. One or two of the people saild they had heard something about



the two mermaids over one of the B,B.C. news bulletins, But the

ma jority of people in my office had not heard about it and were as
excited and worked up as I was, For the next hour or so the news of
the two mermaids was the main toplec in our office. People telephoned
their friends to tell them about it. These friends telephoned other
friends: and as often happens in such cases, somebody telephoned

me to ask 1f I had heard about it., My secretary kept on .asking me
questions I could not answer, How tall were these mermadds? What
colour were they? Did they look like the pictures of the mermaids

we see in story-books and legende? And a wicked friend of mine wanted
to know whebher mermaids took ordinary flghiés“for their husbands or
whether there were mer-men too. The questlions flew thick and fast.
One gay young bachelor was all for going to South India to see for
himself if they were as prettywand naked as they always are in
plctures. And gne young mothep ‘asked: "But how do they make their
children? All these qucstloné I could not answer, All I knew was
what I had seen in the Little news item: that there are two mermaids
alive and in captivity in the Bouth of india.

Well, there 4t 1s, For hundreds of years people have thought
that these stories of mermalds - creatures who are llke human beings
from the&ywalst upwards and like fish from the walst downwards = were
legends and fancies. Now there is this news that two mermaids have
actually been caught alive, And this news comes with the authdrity of
the government of India behind it. So I personally am satisfied that
it must be true. What I would like to know 1s emactly what these
half-fish half-women look like, Are they in fact as we have always
thought of them? Or are they completely different? I hope we get more
news about them soon. Goodnight
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Good evening: I think it is time we had another look at the
Cuban situation as there have been some very interestingsdevelopemnts
over the past week or so. You will remember that Cubé topkiher
charge of 'economic aggression' against the United ‘States to the
United Nations. She was egged on into taking thigs/@etion by Soviet
Russia., Mr, Krushchev had earlier declared that™the Monroe Doctrine
was dead and should be buried. Up to thlsMH6Int things were very
tricky for the United States, Most Llatdn American countries had a
sneaking sympathy for Cuba's defi@nce Of the United States, Most
Latin Americans detested Unite@nStates 'dollar dipiplomacy' and watched
with interest to see just _wha{ the United States would do, Any wrong
move by the United States wowld have created a situation in which
the whole of Latin Amariua‘would have turned against her, This was
what Mr., Khrushcheviwanted, He wanted Cuba to provoke the United
Séaébes into making, a wrong move which would turn all Latin America
against her \JThat was what was behind all his threats and challenges.
If Mr. Khprughchev had been more patient, if he had not rushed things
and had blded his time, it 1is very likely that his trouble-making
might have been much more successful than it has been., Almost every-
thing was in his favour, The Castpo revolution was and still is very
popular in Latin America, The Latin Americans approve of Castro's
great éhdereform schemes; they approve of the new jobs his government
has created; they approve of the new educational opportunities for
everybody; and they approve of his defiance of American big business,

All this was in Khrushchev's favour.



But Khrushchev made the big mistake of declaring the Monroe
Doctrine dead. To understand why this was such a big mistake we should
know something about the Monroe Doctrine.

That Latin America of the 1700s and 1800s was, as I am sure most
of you know, the possession of European imperial powers, Spain was
the great power in Latin Am erica., The United States @
indppendence in 1783, This coincided more or less @e collapse
of the Spanish power in Latin America. In lBQB@mg Uhited States
government, under its President, James Monro 1deq that the New
World was no longer going to be treated @htical football of
Europe. They issued a declaration wa e

imperial powers of

BEurope to keep their hands off tg§>§3>‘ as, The American continents,
b

they declared, were no longer _to ooked on as subject for further

vS?aé the Monroe Doctrine. And whatever

the Latin Kmericans mi about the United States they know that
it was the Monroe 1 which kept the BEuropean powers out of their

colonicsation, This became I

area in the early f their struggles for nationhood. Had Mr,
Khrushchev un ’P\EPO this I don't think he would have been so
guick to the Monroe Doctrine dead,

ANit 9s, the 21 member nations of the Organisation of American
States are meeting next month to seek a settlement of the dispute
between Cuba and the United States, What nonf of the Latin American
nations want is for any European power to come in and interfere, and
Mr, Khrushchev has sounded very much as though he wanted to come in
and interfere. This mistake of Khrushchev's has given the United
States another chance to influence Latin American thinking. How she

usee that chance can be very important for both Latin America, the

Caribbean and the world, Goodnight,



By B § = 1) weuentlion rowelr’'s Dllid
e 2; KSAC Cuts Pc Y Relief

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday July 30 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Some of you may remember that it was on Tuesday
of last week that I commented on the Detmantion Powers Bill which had
then just been tabled in the House of Representatives ‘:EE> then
the House has debated the bill and passed it into \ you know,

a

there had been a great deal of argument about tgsEE%. . Some people

have attacked it bitterly and violently. Maﬂ‘i,g. trong has compared
force in Britailn

d%be and were interned

it to the notorious Regulation 18b which @

right of appeal to anybody.
again

indefinitely and without any tria 6;\‘9
I think Matthew Strong has/done wha e so often does, He has over-

stated his case, The powers\o he Minister of Home Affairs are not
qulte the same as were the“powers of the British Home Secretary under
Regulation 18b. Det ere can only be for a year, not indefinitely
And there is the appeal, Now I'am not saying Mr, Strong

should not pro ~§§~against this law, All I am saying 1ls there are
difference@en it and Regulation 18b and that I doubt the

wisdom over-stating any case. There are other people who have

seen this Bill as a violent attack on civil liberties and the

beginnings of a dictatorship. Again here, I feel the whole thing has
been exeaggerrated.

One of the most interesting features for me was the attitude of
thoge who defended the Bill, The government Ministers who spoke in
defence of the Bill seemed very tolerant and understanding about the
attitude of the critics of the Bill, Nobody said that it was a good

thing to have this law, They said it was a necessary thing; a
necessary evil; a sad and unhappy thing that had to be done. I frankh?



liked this attitude., It meant that nobody was trying to make a virtue
out of this X%k law. And that is a good thing because there is no
virtue in this law and its only Jjustification 1s necessity.
But there were also people who said this law was unnecessary.
Before the Red Hills-Sligoville affair I would have been one of
those people, Now I am not so sure. And the news that q‘ﬁau York
Neg@p policeman who was arrested was a chief money r@alger for the
Jamaican insureectionist movement, has made me efen less sure,
Certainly, it is the duty of any good g@vizpmgnt to take such
action as it feels is necessary when the publie safety is threatened.
Any government that does nothing to ppdtect the public safety when
it is threatened is a bad government.>‘ﬁnﬂ good governments mist at
times perform unpleasant duties, TS mc>then, this detention law is
an unpleasant but necessary (dulyy which the government had to perform,
Now let me touch brief Gfi*something which I think was both
unpleasant and HRREXEARX umnecessary., The KSAC Poor Relief Committee
more than
hags decided to cut@the Bmount of poor relief paid to the/800 paupers
on the Corporatien's "poor relief register. The maximum these people
used to get WaB\30/- a week, Now the maximum will be a £1 a week,
To live,off\30/- a week is little enough in all conscience, To have
that small“sum cut by a third seems to me dreadfully heartless., The
reason for the cut is, I understand, that the Poor Rel&#f Department's
money has been cut by £3,000, Could not this cut have been made else-
where? I hope both Mr, Seiverighi and the KSAC will look into this
matter again. It would be a dfeadful shame if the weakest and poorest
people in our society are so penalised, A good society takes good

care of its weak and its helpless citizens, Let us prove ourselves to

be such a socilety., Goaodnight,
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