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.•. No . ·: ' 

• 
NEWS COMMENTARY 

s rn i!iion on 
Ju 1rlf at 6 .15p . m 

raha s speaking 

Good evening : Earli er t his week I discussed the communist t hreat 

to Japan. It is likely from what I said t hen t hat many of you might 

think t ha t Russia and China, t he two great leaders of communism , are 

working hand in glove and have r eached compl ete agreement on all 

details of how they will deal with the Western world. Most of us 

are inclined to s ee the picture in this light. In broad outline 

t his p icture is, of course, correct; but once we look at it carefully 

and in detail and in detail , we will find that it is not correct. 

Everything is not smooth between Russia and China. Under the surface 

of the language of the brotherhood of communi s ts all over t he world 

there is a tough struggle for power going on between Russia and 

China. The Chinese communists are questioning and challenging 

ussia' s right to be the big brother and -leader of world communism. 

Often, t his questionin~ and challenging is not open and direct. 

Communist methods are gener a lly indir ect and oblique. You ar e more· 

likely to see an article in a Chinese co mmunist newspaper sayin 

t he opposite of what Khrushchev or some other Russian l eader has 

said. This Chinese article will not mention what the Russians have 

said or which Russian leader had said it. But the i mplied criticism 

would be unmi stakeable to those who know how to read the hidden 

meanings in the langua ge of co mmuni sm . But every now and t hen 

these differences between t he Chinese and the Russians burs t out 

into the op en for all the world to see-. Las week just such a row 

burst out into t h e open for all of us to see . 

ow what was this row about ? In the language of communism 
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this row is known as "an ideological conflict" .• . __ In .o.ur- -st-Faightfor­

ward lan uage this simply means they have bitter disagreement on 

very important ideas. And t he main idea on which they disagree is 

the idea of communis m itself. The Chinese believe that t h e Russian 

policy which Mr . Khrushchev calls ' peaceful co-existence ' is so 

much nonsense. They say t hat there never can be any peaceful 

co-existence between capitalism and communism. They say that it is 

the duty of all communists, and espec ially of great communis t 

countries , to drive full-speed ahead in the battle against capi t alism 

and to br ing in communis m fast and by brute force if necessary. 

When the Russians shot down the U.S. spy p l ane , and when the 

Summit meet ings collapsed , Chinese newspapers gloated over their 

Rus sian friends and t here were cries of 'I told you so '. To the 

Chinese communists all these events proved that ' peaceful co-existen~ 

was an unreal farce. And then the Chinese hit on a new point of 

attack. They said Russia had now developed to a point where she 

belonged :tm: a mong the rich and satisfied nations and ha d lost her 

interest in the poorer p eople of the world . China is now the leader 

of the poor and exploit ed peoples of the world . Last week the 

Russians answer ed t he Chinese char ges . They called the Chinese 

'infantile ' and ' hotheaded ' and sug ested th ey were upstarts who 

did not underst and the movements of history . For myself, I t h ink 

t h is struggl e for leadersh i p of the commun i s t world tha t is now 

going on bet ween Russia ~nd China mi ght , in the lon run, prove an 

i mportant ac to r fo r world peace . When your enemies scrap a mong 

themselve s i t is a good 'dea f or you just to s it back and watch . 

Goodnight. 
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Ncl. 108 1) Beef Pr ic e s 

NEVfS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday July 2nd at 6.15p.m 
Pet er Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : You will r emember that I warned you some time 

ago tha t price controls wer e going to come off beef . I told you then 

t ha t when thi s happened I expected all of u s to pay even more for our 

already costly meat. Well, yester ay controls were officially l ifted 

from t he price of beef and , as I feared , prices went up steeply . 

Your piece of fillet will now cost you at l east 11/- or 12/- a 

pound and when t here i s a shorta e you mi ght h ave to pay more . 

Before decontrol you could get a piece of fillet for about 8/-. 

Rump st eak has gone up from 4/6 to 6/-; and sirloin roas t has gone 

up from 5/- to 6/6 . These are city pric es. I expect the country 

prices to make just as b i g a l eap . Indeed, I think in some p l a c es 

country prices will make an even bigger l eap . Heave~ only knows 

how the poorer sections of our comnn.1ni t y ar e going to be able to affcrc 

these n ew prices . It would be interesting to see what the poorer · 

housewife will have to pay for her p i ece of stewing meat . There is 

one ray of hope still left for us at t he moment. The price of 

imported frozen beef has not yet been r aised and there i s a chance 

that it may not be rais ed . And for the housewife finding h er self 

anywhere near a x~H super-mark et selling i mported meat , I would 

suggest that she has a look a t those packet s of stewing l amb . One 

of t h ese packets of i mport ed stewing lamb , s ellin f or 1/6 or 1/9 

can make a delightfully tasty meal for a family of 5 or 6 with each 

having a generous hel p ing of meat . 

I think it is a ll very well for our merchants to urge us to 

support J amai can good . Generally, I agr ee with t hem , as long a s t he ir 
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prices are reasonable. But when we can get somet hing which -has come 

fro m thous ands of miles away a t a cheaper price than we can get 

so mething which was produced right here in Jamaica then I think 

the merchants are unreasonable to expect us to go on buyin Jamaican. 

Now there is one t h ing wh ich I t hink ought to be f a ced. There 

are many peop l e for whom the price increase in b eef is going to 

be a nuisance. They are going to prot est about it but they are 

going to pay the n ew prices because t h ey want the beef and because 

t hey can afford it. Their situation is going to be bad enough : but 

at l east they will still b e able to have t heir p iece of beef. 

But what about the people who just cannot afford it? 'They , 

the poorer people, are in t he ma jority, and they will be the peop le 

who will suffer most. This is, in fact, punishing one section of 

t h e community more than another. And to me t his is economic 

discrimination. Already t here are l ar e numbers of peop le in this 

island who can only afford one pound or even a half pound of beef 

only per week. With the new prices many of t hese people will not be 

able to afford even that s mall a mount. I t ell you frankly I do not 

like t his business at all and I t h ink government has shown a singu lar 

l a ck of consideration for t he pos ition of the poorest sections of 

our community over t h is beef pr ice business. 

If t hey had to lift controls, why could they not lift controls 

on the more expens ive cuts only and keep controls on t he price of 

the cheaper cuts. I sure t hey could have worked out an arrangement 

where the price of stew meat and t he pric e of soup bones could remain 

at t heir pr esent l evel. This would at l east h ave ensure t hat a piece 

beef would be with in t h e reach of even t he poorest family in our 

society . I doubt if t he Mini s ter concerned even t hought of t h is. 

Goodni ght. 
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... ... Sabina Park Pr er Ban 

NEWS cm MENT ,y 
For transmission on 
Monday July 4 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Las t Friday t he Publishers ' Asso ciation of Jama ics, 

t he J amaica Booadcast i ng Corporation and Radio J a maica , announced 

that they had decided not to "report or co mment on any even t s 

t aking p l ace at Sabina Park ; nor will t hey g ive public attention 

to Sabina Park and t h e Kingston Cricket Club (the owners of Stbtna 

ark) in any way". In other words, the t wo radio stations and the 

Publishers' Associat ion of J amaica have decided on a complet e news 

'bla ck-out' as f ar as Sab ina Park and t he Kingston Cricket Club are 

concerned. t:>f- G--o- .. ~ r4. l~~ ~ C W, ,~ ~ ~ I;, 
-'-- t ~ -q,. -t -u.. , £.AU. -,~ -c...tce.. . 
~ ~'i'here is one point wh ich the public at l ar ge may not know s o 

I t h ink j_ t is a goo idea to clarify it here and now. any of you 

may ask: Who ar e the Publishers' Associa tion of Jama ica? It is the 

organisation wh ich speaks on behalf of pr actica lly all the most 

important newspapers and magazines published in J ama ica. Before 

the advent of the Sunday newspaper which made its appearance for the 

first yesterday there were eigh t n ewspapers. Two of these, t he GleanEr 

and the Star are daili es : four - Public Opinion, the J amaica Times, 

The Voic e , Catholic Opinion - are weekly: two - Pagoda and Tribune -

are fortnightly . You can exp ect all t hese papers to appl y t he news 

'bla ck-out' completely . ~ot a s ing l e item of sporting news dealin 

wi th Sabina Par k or the Kingston Cricket Club will appear in these 
six 

papers as long a s t he ban i s on. Then t here ar e t he/fix~ month ly 

magazines : two of t he six are particularly concerned with sport, 

these are Alva Ramsey's fes t Indian Sportsman and Foggy Burrow's 

Sport s life . For t hese t wo t h ings a r e likely to be a bit t ri cky but 

I expect them to observe t he ban just as comp l et e l y as t he newspapers. 
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Th en there ar e t he f our general mont h lies - Spot light, New Day , 

The West Indian evi ew and t he Wes t Indi an Economi s t. I exp ect all 

of t hese t o obs erve t he ban . As a combi na tion t hese pap er s and 

magazines and t h e t wo r adio s t a tions make up t he tota lity of t h e 

Jama ican press and r ad io .~h:ey eontrel @ our m,wa. WlHm t h ey d ecid e, 

~ a gr'uup , to --with.Mold n ews on any- subj eet, th'i bla olrn'l.:.lt i s lik1s l y ... 

-4so bs oe"'l' let& 011 +ba t b41 tJ j-(;i,1s i s t he tremendous power of t h e 

pr ess./ And t he press, knowi ng how great t h i s power i s , and lm owi ng 

its dut y to t he publ i c, is not l ikel y to u se t h i s great power l ightl;:-J 

Now, t he J amaica pr es s-has, f or a ver y long t ime , h ad ver y poor 
Sabina 

r el a tions wi t h/i±mx Par k . Memb ers of t he p r ess go ing abou t t heir 

duty of r eport ing the news hav e been den i ed entry to the pavilion at 

Sabina Par k . D.l.ring the t h i rd t es t match bet ween t h e ~es t I nd i e s and 

Engl and earlier t h i s year reporters fro m t h e Gl eaner and Public 

Opi n ion were r efused entry in s pit e of the f a ct that t h ey had pas s es. 

And when t he publi shers wrot e the Kings ton Cricket Club t hey had t o 

wait nearly t wo mont h s fo r an unsattsfactor y r ep l y . Now why t h is 

off-hand attitude bordering on contempt f or t h e pres s ? I think 

Sa turday ' s Gleaner editoria l hit the nail s qu ar el y on t he head . It 

s aidj tha t some of t he wors e f eatures of s oc ial snobber y have crept 

into our amat eur sp or ts. Ther e is a h i gh and mi ght y atti t ude of cla s s 

and castctand I a m afrai d t hat where you h ave t h i s attitude you a l ways 

f i nd t hat t he high and mi ghty hav e a cont empt f or t h e res t of their 

fel low men . Th i s , I th i nk , i s what has happened a t t h e Ki ngs ton 
• 

Cricket Club. But .. w:e c:fl t he p r ess~ not ctrespector / of snobbery• 
u- ~~ '1 

srd If@ will no t put up wi th iill8- becau se it i s not good for sport ~ i t 
I- I\ 

not goo d for t he country~ and i t i s not good f or t h e Ki ngston Cr i ck et 

Club i tself. Sa~ina Par k owes both t he p res s and t he public a t l ar e 

a lot more con s i der a tion and r espect t han it ha s g i ven t hem in t h e 
pa st. Goo dni ght . 
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No 110 The Citrus Inc 1try 

NDfS CO T. RY 
For trans mission on 
Tuesday July 5 at 6 . 15p . m 

eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : La st Tuesday the Citrus Growers As socia tion held 

its annual genera l meeting . At the human level, last Tue sday ' s me et ~g 

was the last one over wh ich Sir Robert Kirkwood would preside, for 

Sir Robert formally resigned his position as Chairman of the Citrus 

Growers Association at that meeting . Many of the 200 delegates at 

the meeting realised that this was a touching moment of parting 

and showed it in the warmth with which they applauded Sir Robert's 

farewell speech . I t h ink just how much he was moved by t h is warmth 

of the delegates ~as shown by the f act that Sir Robert departed from 

his prepared speech at the end to thank the delegates for having 
even 

a-ccepted him a s a Jamaican and for having/cursed him as a Jamaican . 

I t h ink this wa s a proud moment for Kirkwood . I think h e has committe:i 

h i mself so completely and unreservedly to Jamaica that it would have 

been very strange indeed if h e h ad not be en accepted and even cursed 

as a J amaican . So much for the personal aspect of it. After fifteen 

years as l eader of t he industry Kirkwood has vacat ed the high off ice 

of Cha irman . In the fifteen years under his l eadership the industry 

ha d grown and expanded to the point where it produces two million 

boxes of citrus annually . Indeed , when h e took over fift een years 

ago you could hardly have called citrus an industry : it h ad no 

status; t here wa s hardly any processing and there was no mar keting 

or anis ation. Today all that ha s changed and for t h is the industry 

owes Kirkwood a real vote of thanks . 

Of cours e, not everything in the garden is lovely, as many of 

Sir Rob erts critics have made p lain . His hope that the indu s try 
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would by now be producing between five million and seven million 

boxes of fruit has not been realised . And as you know , the great 

dis content among large numbers in the industry has led to the 

setting up of a five - man investigating committee to l ook into the 

affairs of the industry . This was a right and wise decision . It is 

time the industry took stock of itself and map out the next phase 

of its growth and developmmnt . And I think that if the new leadership 

of the ind~s try learn from its past mistakes and build and improve on 

the foundations laid by the Kirkwood leadership , there would be hope 

for the future of the industry . 

Now the main problem f acing the industry is competition in the 

oversea s markets . This competition is likely to grow very fierce 

as the British Government carries out its trade liberalisation 

policy . Citrus from Spain , from Israel , from the United States as 

well as from other countries will compete with our citrus on the 

English market . Our own government as well as the British government 

will do all they can to help the industry to meet this competition . 

At present a Citrus Development Plan , as part of our new Agricultural 

Development Plan , is being worked out to help the industry . So it 

is clear the government will help , but the basic work of preparing 

to meet this competition will have to be done by the industry itself . 

To hope to meet this compttition our industry must become a hundred 

per cent more efficient than it now is . The quality of our fruit 

should be good enough to compete with the best the rest of the world 

has to offer . To achieve this we must use modern and up - to - date 

methods of growing and caring for our trees . That is the gr eat 

challenge to the citrus indu s try . I t it meets that cha llenge it can 

beat t h e competition •••.•• Goodnight . 
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Th e Gun ena , 

NEWS COM..MENT RY 
For t ransmi s s ion on 

ednesday July 6 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abr ahams speaking . 

Good evening : I have t a l ked to you be f ore now about t he sta te 

of gun- happiness of some of our citizens . I hav e told you t hat I 

thought t here wer e too many guns about , and t hat too many peop l e 

who h ad no bu sine ss to have guns becaus e t h ey were unfit to h ave 

such l e t hal weapons , do i n f act go around with guns . I t h ink t hat 

a ll t h ese gun s are a mena ce to t he peace and order of our society . 

I t h ink it xis high time t hat our authorities showed greater 

r estraint in t heir handing out of licences to any Tom , Dick or Harry 

to car ry a gun . Guns are dangerou s weapons. Guns can maime and 

kill . And gun s in t h e hands of t h e wrong peop le , in the hands of 

irrespons i b l e people, can introduc e an u gl y form of l awl essnes s int o 

our community . 

My r et ur n to t he sublect of guns is prompt ed by t he news t ha t 

two men sho t ea ch other up over t he week end and are now in hospi t a l . 

I t hink t he story of t hese two men is one of t he most dr eadful and 

horrify i ng s tor ies I hav e ever r ead . Let me t ell you t he s tory aga in . 

One man i s driving a long in a car ; anoth er man i s rid ing a long on a 

b icycle . Thes e t wo men ar e t hen involved in an accident . The 

a cc i dent i s obvious ly not ver y serious b ecause both men are well 

enough to be abl e to hurl curse words a t ea ch other . Suddenly, each 

one of them whi ps out a gun and b l a zes away at t he other. One gets 

shot i n t he stomache and t he other i n t he l eg and both ar e now i n 

hospita l . 

Now t h is s tory i s, to me , t he clear es t case of gun-happ i n ess 

I h ave co me a cro ss in a long t i me . If it were no t such a ser i ous 

t h ing it would be f unny . suppose it i s funny i n a hor rib l e s ort 
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of way to have t wo m n b lazing away at each other in Wild West style 

mn a Kinston street. I suppose s ome peop l e might even find it excit• 

and adding a little spice to lif e . But jus t think how near tragedy 

those two men were. Each mi t h ave k illed the other and been up 

for murder. But even worse than that, if any of t heir shots had 

gone a stray some innoc ent bystander who had nothing to do with them 

ob with the accident could so easily have been killed or seriously 

injured: some ch ild playing happily on the sidewalk or goin about 

its parents ' business might so easily have had its life snuffed out 

had some bullet gone astray. And of course, all of t h is d id not 

enter the minds of t hese two fine gentlemen as they blazed away a t 

each other , showing just how tough and quick on t h e draw they could 

be. I t hink the whole business was a mos t dangerous display of 

irresponsibility on the part of these t wo men. When p eople go in 

for t h is sort of t h i ng t hey introduce the law of the jungl e into 

our society. And l awlessness always inv i t es more lawlessness. If this 

sort of thing goes on unchecked it will only be a matt er of time 

before people settle all their differences by gun-battles in the 

streets to the danger of everybody else. 

I feel we all ought to take t h is sort of thing very much more 

seriously than we are now inclined to do. "i l!'.t epc the 8!ttt:fier it uJ ::d: l:il.. 

VGA 5A,;.LQ s+iu r Jg ~il:ri:k =bi'i1?8 lH, tu· ■ C' ii lC:!l!dSI. But very much more 

important t han that: I feel our aut horities are too l ax ixxft~tx 

and easy about t his business of giving people permits to carry arms. 

The .ini s ter of Home Affairs ought to look into this business himself. 

It is his duty to see t hat t h is indiscriminate arming of irresponsibJe 

peop le is stopped so t hat we can all go about in peace, knowing that 

we are protected by the rule of l aw , r ather t han threatened by the 

gun-happy rule of t he jungle. Goodnight. 
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No 112 eat h of Nye ~van 

NEWS COM -T Y 
For t ransmi s sion on 
Thursday July 7 at 6 . 15p . m 
Pet er Abraha ms s peak i ng 

Good even i ng : Yes terday ' s news of ~h e deat h of Mr . Aneurin 

Bevan i s a ver y greet blow for t he British Labour Party and for 

British socialism. As you know, Mr . Bevan was t he deputy leader 

of t he Briti sh Labour Party . And a t t he l a st Annual Confer ence of 

t he British Labour Party it was hi s great influence t hat prevent ed 

a sp l i t wi t h i n t ha t party . Many of Br i tai n' s lea ding Labourit es 

ar e ext r emel y disappointed with t he way in which Mr . Hugh Gaitskell 

is l eadi ng t h eir party . They feel t hat t heir party has become too 

r esp ectab le and mi dd l e- c las s and t hey blamed Mr . Ga itskell ' s leader_. . 

sh i p for t h i s . Then too, Mr . Gai tskell and h 1i!:l own supporters 
t ... ~ 

had put forward the i dea t hat na t i onal i s in the ma j or indu stries 

should no longer be one of t he mai n i ssues on wh ich t he labour Party 

should fi ght the Conservatives . The Labour Party , Mr . Gaitskell 

fe lt , might never aga in wi n power f ro m t h e Conservative s t h ey d i d 

not g ive up the ir pol i cy of na tionalisa tion . To many s oc i a l is t s 

t h is sort of t alk i ng was looked on as selling out t heir pr i nc i p l es . 

Th ey d i d no t want any part of it and a section of t he Brit ish Labour 

Party was all for getting rid of Mr . Gait skel l and pu t t in Mr . Bev an 

i n h is p l ac e as the top leader . All t h ey needed was Mr . Bevan ' s 

consent and encour agement to ·, s t age t he r evolt and overthrow Gai t skelL 

But Bevan wa s having none ,of t h is . He h ad fou h t against Gaftskell 

f or t h e top pos i t ion i n t he Labour arty and h e h ad l o s t . in a straight ­

democrat ic elec t ion , and had b een e l ected deputy l eader . He f elt 

h e owed his leader a c er t a in loya lty ·and so he r e f used to l ead t h e 

r evolt . I t h i nk he r efus ed t o l ead t he r evolt for t wo rea s ons . Fir s ~ 
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because he was a good party man who believed in the i mportance of 

party loyalty ; and second , because he knew t hat if he led the revolt 

it might lead to a very serious split inside the British Labour 

Party . One of the wonderful thing s about Nye Bevan was this quality 

of loyalty . He was the most outstanding and the most dominating ~Ersd. 

personality inside the Labour :Party in recent years . And yet he 

never held a pistol to the head of his party ; he never said 1 Do 

what I want or else I ' ll quit '. He always regarded the party as 

more i mportant than the person , even when the person was himself . 

There were times when he disagreed complet e ly with his party ' s 

policy on some issue . Once , as ¥inister of Health in the Labour 

Party Government , he resigned his position as Minister becaus e there 

was a basic difference between him and t he rest of the Cabinet on 

a major issue of policy . But he did not , and I don ' t think anything 

could , make him r esign from the Labour Party . And he was proud of the 

fact that the great social revolution which took place in Br itain 

after the last war was brought into being by his party and that he 

had had a major share in it . 

Nye Bevan grew up as the poor and hun ry son of a poor and hungry 

Welsg coal- miner . He never forgot where he came from and the people 

among whom he grew up, even when he walked with kings . I knew him 

as a tall , thickset and very humble and friendly man . And to listen 

to Bevan making a s peech was an experience . He had a rare magic with 

words and he loved people; especially t h e poo r, the hungry and the 

dispossessed and the oppressed . He believed in freedom for all peop le 

everywhere and he fought even against his own peop le for that belief. 

I t h ink the lat e Aeurin Bevan was a gr eater man than many now realise. 

But I am sure history will g ive him h is righ t plac e as a gr eat man . 

Goodnight . 
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l 
Algeria 

NEWS COMM T RY 
For transmission on 
Friday July 8 at 6 .15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Goo d evening : The u gly war in Algeria is now in its sixth 

year and peop l e are beginning to not notic e the news about it and 

to forge t t he causes of that war. But over the past t wo weeks t he 

war in Al geria became headline news again . 

Two weeks ago Pr esident Charles de Gaulle of France held a 

press conference in aris. At t h is press confer ence he told the 

peop l e of France that a nation ' s gr eatness does not depend on 

colonialism, t hat t he days of emp ire were over and that it was time 

to bring the Algerian war to an end . He t hen i ssued an invit ation 

to the leaders of the Al gerian nat iona list movement to co me to 

France for t alks to end t he war. 

Las t week Ferhat Abbas , Premier of the ' Algerian Government-in ­

exile ', s ent his right-hand man , Ahmed Boumen~~el, to France to find 

out just what is behind de Gaulle ' s invita tion, and also to find 

out whet h er Pr es i dent de Gaulle h imse l f will negotiate personally 

with Ferhat Abbas . Ferhat Abbas ' ' Al gerian Provisional Gover nment' 

i s not p r epar ed t o have t a lks with anybody but de Gaulle himself. 

To them , only de Gaulle ' s hands are clean over t his Al gerian 

quest ion. They know t hat t here ar e powerfu l forc es and persons in 

both France and Al ger i a who will do ev er yt h ing withi n t heir power 

to wreck any kind of peace other t han a colon ialist peace whi ch 

would make sure t hat Al geria and Al gerians r emain colonial subjects 

of France . They r emember that t h e white settlers of Al geria s t aged 

a r evolt aga inst President de Gaulle in January of t h i s year because 

t hey are not pr epar ed to see an independent Al ger i a come into bein . 
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Ferhat Abba s and h i s followers know tha t t he white settlers will 

do anything and everything in t heir power to keep Al ger i a as a part 
~~ · 

of France . They~ start a civil war in Frahce it self if they 
A 

could . The white settlers know l ar ge s ections of t he ar my are behind 

t h em . As soon as t he wh it e setllers heard of de Gaulle ' s i nvitation 

to t he Al gerian nationalists t hey set up a new political organisation 

wh ich openly t hr eatened the Presiden t of France . 

·ow t he story behind t h i s is ver y familiar : it is South Africa 

all over again - only more so if t hat i s poss ible . Al ger ia has a 

population of about 9 mi llion p eop le . About one mi llion of these 

ar e white s ettlers : the r es t are Arab s . At present t he wh ite settlers 

are the masters in exactly t he s ame way as t he wh ites of South Africa . 

They have the bes t of everything and they want it to stay t ha t way . 

If l ger i a beca me independent they would los e thi s sp ecial posit ion 

of privilege t hey hav e ; so t h ey are against any change . When the 

Al gerian nationalists demand that t h is system b e changed six years 

ago , the French settlers and t he French army in Al geria turned on 

them with such savage viciousness t hat the Al gerians had to fi ght 

back . And t he brutality wi t h which the French have carried on t heir 

war has b een horrible i ndeed : t hey have tortured, t h ey have murdered 

and t hey have practised some of the most horrib le bnntalities you 

can t h i nk of on Al gerian women . The whole t h ing is ugl y and sordid 

and a mar k of shame on the name of France . And all t h i s ha s b een 

brought about by one million settlers . De Gaulle ' s great problem in 

Al geria is not t he l gerians : it i s t he wh i te s ettlers who are tryin 

to hold back ppo gr ess in order not to lose their specia l privileges . 

Goo dn i h t . 
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0 . JR 1 s Birthda_ 

filt/S COMMENTARY 
For trans mis s ion on 
Saturday July 9 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter brahams speaking 

Good evening : I don ' t know if any of you hav e notic ed it but 

I have , over the pas t several weeks , u sed my Saturday evenings to 

deal with s ome very controversia l top ic in our own loca l affairs . 

You will remember I talked abou t t he s mut ty magaz ines on a Sa turday ; 

I talked about the decontrol of beef prices on a Saturday ; I talked 

about t he filthy state of Kingston ' s street s on a Saturday . Looking 

ba ck , it s eems t hat Saturday has become a sort of day of battle for 

me . But I gat her t hat you , t he listeners do not mind it : in fact, 

I understand t hat most of you like it . However, today i s a rather 

special Saturday, so I will not go into battle but r a t her do a 

little s t ock- t ak i ng . 

Radio J ama ica ha s put out a news release which says t hat to day 

mar ks the 10th birthday of commercia l broadcasting in J amaica . I 

thought that t h is was a very modest way of saying tha t :Im today is 

t he 16th Birthday of Radio J amaica itself . And since I h ave been 

invited to their staff birthday party after t h is broadca st, I t hought 

you and I mi ght of f er a little toast to RJR before I go on to .t hat 

party . After a ll , you li s ten to it , ~o ,it is your sta tion . And by 
·~'S~ 

the way , only Al Ponman , Vic Reid and I will be nonr s t aff members 
A 

at t h i s party . 

But let us have a quick look at t he first ten years of 

co mmercia l broadcasting in J amaica - or, as I t h ink we should properly 

describe it , t he first ten years in t he life of RJR . 
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When I came t o J amaica f ive years ago t o wr i te a histor y of 

J amaica f or t he Bri t i sh Corona Librar y I wander ed a ll over t he i s l and : 

I went into remote little villages and ou t - of- t he - way rumshop s . And 

near ly ev er ywher e I went I f ound t hat t he p eopl e ' s cont act with 

what was happening in J ama i ca and in t he out s i de world came through 
~ «. -r-o:-Pv~ ~ 

RJR . I f ound a Redi f f us ion box in n early ever y r um shop . And t he 
I\ 

pol i tica l a r guments and d i s cu ss ion s t hat went on in the r umshops wer e 

ger nally based on t he n ews t hat t he peop l e had hear d over RJ R. It 

s eemed to me t hen t hat it was an amaz i n t hing how RJ R had brough t 

t he world into even t he r emotes t l i tt le rumshop in J ama ica . I 

wonder ed how peop l e h ad got t heir news b e f or e RJR appeared on t he 

s cene . Life must h av e been ver y i solated , ver y cut - of f , before t he 

magi c of r adio brought the world i nto our h omes . Th i s , I t h i nk , 

t h i s making the world s maller and bringi n it right into our h omes, 

i s t he fi rst great t h i ng about r adio . And s inc e RJR was t he f i rst 

to do 

r adio 

t h i s in Jamaica t he t ribut e mu s t go to RJR f or 
~ 

i n J amaica . Of course t her eA~ t hings on RJR 

pioneering ~SS" 
&.lt 

I o..'- El.n ' :t; llJ.re . ,, - - -
A radio station has to ca t er to a l ar e number of d i f f er ent t as t es 

and it i s i mpossible to sati s f y a ll t he peop l e a ll t he time . For 

i nst ance , I am too old to get any kick out of C. B. and r ock n ' ro l l 

but t her e are very many who love it . But f or me , one of t he r eally 

int er es ting t h i ngs i s the way i n which RJR has r isen t o t he challenge 

of J . B. C. whi ch appear ed on t he r adio s cene j u s t over a year ago . 

e now have t wo s tat ions and inevitably t here i s f riendl y competition. 

The challenge of J . B. C. has l ed to RJR i mprov ing its qual i t y to a 

surpris i ng degr ee over t he las t year . And t h is , I th ink , promi ses 

t hat we , t he li s t eners can look f orwar d to even bet ter r adio in the 

year s ahead . And s o , l adies and gentlemen , I give you RJR, J amaica ' s 

fir s t radio stat ion which i s ten today . May it ser ve us even bett er 

in the t en year s t o come •••••••. Goodn i ght . 
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No 11 i:::. Trinidad Oil -tr ike 

NEWS COMJ.vIEN TA Y 
For t ran smi s sion on 
Monday July 11 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Pet er Abraha ms speaking 

I • 

Good evening : I am sure a ll of you h ave h eard or r ead about t he 

Trinidad oil strike wh i ch - unless so methin very spec ial ha s 

happ ened xmxE~ini xi xxxmxxx bet ween l as t Sa turday evening and t h i s 

evening t o bring it to an end - 1s now i n it s el eventh day . Now, t o 

us in J amaica an eleven- day -o l d strike may be a gr eat nu isance , it 

may cau s e gr eat har dship to some s ections of the community , it may 

even br i ng economi c disaster to a numb er of peopl e , but it will not 

add up t o a national crisi s . The r eason for t h is i s t hat here in 

J amai ca we do not have one s i n l e industry t hat so dominates our 

lives as to make both our government and the vast maj ori t y of our 

p eop l e dependen t on it . I shou l d s ay t hat su gar i s pos sibly the 
/l,· 

near est t h ing to ' nationa l ' indu stry for u s . I t i s our l ar gest 
•\ 

emp l oyer of l abour and it i s spr ead more evenl y t hroughout the i s l and 

than any other indus try . But in spite of t hat sugar i s no longer the 

cornerstone of our economy : onc e upon a t i me it was t he corner s tone 

of our economy . Today it mu st share pri de of p l ace with our bauxite 

indu s try and tourism; and in t he year s ahead, if we keep up wit h 

our pr esent i ndu stria li sation p l an s , it will become even l ess i mportm t 

in the sense of being a key cor n erstone i n our na tiona l economy . Of 

cour s e , a reall y s erious strike i n our su gar indu s t ry coul d have 

very serious ef fect s . But it would not, I t hink , t hr eat en to bring 

our national l ife to a s t andstill . The same t h i ng app li es to t he 

bauxite and touri s t indu stries . The na tion ' s eggs ar e not a l l i n one 

basket and so we ar e not desper a t e l y dependent on any one i ndus t ry . 

Thi s I think i s one of the b i g d i ffer enc es bet ween t he economi es of 
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Trinidad and Jamaica. 

Fifty years a go Jamaica was almost completely dependent on her 

sugar export industry: fifty years a go Trinidad exported sugar and 

cacao worth several million West Indian dollars; her oil exports 

were worth about a million dollars or so. But in 1957 Trinidad's 

oil industry accounted for 83% of all her exports, wh ile cacao, sugar 

and rum accounted for just a little over 10% of all exports. And 

the Trinidad sh irt industry, of which some of our J amaican merchants 

are so afraid , accounted for only one-tenth of one percent. Oil had 

in fact become the dominant force in t he Trinidad economy. The 

Central Government of Trinidad got 35% of all its money f rom the oil 

industry, and the ort Services Department and the railway gor 

roughly 15% of t heir money from oil. So someth ing very like ha lf of 

the nation!a income comes from oil. Thi s is a very striking thing . 

It is the rea son for Trinidad's pro sperity. But t h is oil strike has 

shown just how vulnerable Trinidad is because its economy: i s s o 

l ar gely bas ed on one indu s try. The government h a s lo s t vast sums of 

money t hrough the strike. Tran sport ha s come to a standstill. All 

business has slowed down to a crawl. Housewives are having trouble 

cooking their foo d becau s e t he oil strike meant t he drying up of 

t heir kerosene supplies. Drivers have abandoned t he ir car s i n t he 

streets becau e t hey cou l d not get t he gas to run t hem . In short we 

have t he p icture of t he entire nationa l bu s iness of a peop l e coming 

to a halt because afa strike in one indu s try . Latest information is 

that the strike mi ght end to day or tomorrow. I hope it does . But in 

any case it has shown us t he vulnerability of Trin idad ' s v er y b 1oy n t 

oil-bas ed economy and t he dangers of building our prosperit y on one 

indu st r y ••..• Goodn i g..ht. 
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o 1)$ Cuba and Cold W 

NE'W COMI TARY 
For transmi ss ion on 
Tuesday July 12 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Pet er Abr ahams speaking 

Good eveni ng : A month ago or so we here i n J amaica t hought of 

t h e Cold War of power politics b et ween communi sm and democracy a s 

something very far away . We t hought of it as somet h ing going on in 

Europe and As ia and Africa . To u s the cold war was news wh ich did 

not touch on our own nationa l and personal lives on this i s l and . 

But suddenly , unexpectedly , the happenings over t h e weekend have 

brought t he Cold War right into our backyar d/. Instead of it being 

a talk ing point as it was for us until a few weeks ago, we are now 

right in the mi ddl e of t he gr eates t struggle f or power of our time. 

As you know, a very narrow strip of water not much mor e than 

a hundred miles wide, separ ate us from Cuba wh ich has suddenly 

beco me t he storm centre of the cold war between Russia and the 

United Stat es . And t he thing about the cold war which is so dangerous 
s mall 

is t his : you never know what/i n cident could suddenly turn it into a 

h ot ~ of guns and rockets . 

Let us consider one poss i bility . The United St a tes has a ver y 

stron base a t Guantanamo Bay in Cuba . Dr . Fidel Castro' s attitude 

to t he Uni ted St ates is very provoking . Castro' s followers na tura lly 

t ake their lead fro m him . Their attitude is provocative too. To t h em 

an American soldier on Cuban territory i s at t he moment ix somewhat 

like a red rag being waved to a bull. Th is situation could so easily 

lead to a flare - up . You mi ght have a s mall fuss between a Cuban 

civillian and a U. S . soldier . I n other times t his sort of fu ss may 

not mean very much . But in t oday ' s atmosphere it cou l d easily lead 

to a serious incident, or even to a riot and demonst r a tions aga inst 
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the U.S . base . And if anyt h ing like that were to happen just now 

Castro and his followers are likely to whip up anti -American feeling 

to fever pitch among the Cuban masses . They are likely to accuse 

t h e Americans of 1 i mpertalist aggres s ion ' and all other manner of 

evil things . And before we know where we are we might find ours e lves 

f aced with a war situation on our doorstep . The t hreat to our peace 

can be as east and as simple ·as that because the atmosph ere in Cuba 

is right for it . 

And Mr . Khrushchev , the Russ ian leader , has helped t o create 

this tricky situation and is exploiting it for all he is worth . 

Mr . Khrushchev ha s warned the United St ates bluntly over the weekend 

that Russia would attack it with rockets if it attacked Cuba . He 

has boasted of the f act that ! oviet rocket s were recently fired 

rockets all t he way from Russia to t ar gets in t h e Pacific Ocean . 

This , he said , pr oved tha t Soviet rocket s could now hit the United 

St ates any time and anywhere . In other words , t he Rus s i an l eader 

has made it p lain to CuQa ' s Cas tro t hat t h e Russian will come to 

Cuba's aid if there is conflict b et ween Cuba and t he Unit ed States . 

This means tha t the power and influence of Soviet commun ism is right 

inside the Caribbean Sea today , right on our backdoor . The United 

States has react ed with a sharp statement by Pr e sident Ei senhower 

saying the United States will not tolerate a Cuban government 

dominated by International Communism. So there it i s , a tense and 

tricky situation which could so easily lead to war unless it is 

handled with great care . For us in J amaica it means that t he Cold War 

is no longer on t he other side of the earth . It is right here , within 

striking distance of us . So it i s importan t f or u s t o keep well - info:med 

on these events which can affect t he lives of all of us . Goodnight 
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No 117 I mpli cations of the Cold War for J amaica 

EWS COMlvfEN1'ARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday July 13 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaki ng 

Good evening : Last night I told you t hat t he Cold War of power 

politics between the West and the Commhnist World is right on our 

doorstep today . Tonight I should like to consider just what t h i s 

means to us h ere in J amaica . But before I go on to that jus t l et me 

touch on one E~iE~ point mn which Mr . Wills Isaacs mentioned when he 

opened Lydford Enterprises ' Feed Mill l as Friday . At t hat gathering 

1r . Isaacs said t hat some of the l a r ger nations of the free world 

did not s eem to care about the economic problems of the smal l 
some of 

emerging nations . He said/the capitalists of t hese countries only 

t hought of pl aces like J amaica as mar kets on which to dump their 

goods f ar tkH below the co s t of production . Mr . Isaacs warned that 

t h i s sort of t h ing l ed to the wrecking of local industry and that it 

wa s t h is sort of t h ing which pushed t he s mall emerging nations to a 

position where t hey come under Soviet influenc e . I think our MinistEr 

of Trade and Industry was dead righ t and I am g l ad he gav e this 

important warning at t h is time . Cuba is, I think , a c lassic exampl e 

of just the sort of t h i ng Mr . I saacs wast lking about . The behaviour 

of American cap italists in Cuba contributed a gr eat deal to t h e 

pres ent situation . 

But now l et' s get back to t he point of what the cold war means 

to us . I t hink the first problem it rais es f or us, i s the problem of 

defen c e . If Cuba does become commun i s t we can be sure of one t h ing 

and that i s that a communist Cuba will want to export her co mmuni sm . 

It i s in t he nature of today ' s communi sm t hat a communi st country 

tries to promote communi sm in its neighbour in countries . If Cuba 
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were to become a communist country I think she would make very great 

efforts to 'convert' J amaica to communism. And t h is attempt at 

'conversion' is not always only by peaceful methods, as we have s een 

from the experiences of other countries. The 'conversion' of Tibet 

was carri ed out with Chinese soldiers and Chinese guns. The 'conversm1' 

of Hungary, Poland and Czechoslovakia were full-sc a l e milit ry affaim 

So the ques tion of defence becomes i mportant just in cas e a communist 

neighbour wants to convert us by force of a r ms . Let us face the 

fact t hat we cannot deal with a well-armed enemy all by ourselves. 

An independent J amaica would be completely at the mercy of a well 

armed and aggressive communist neighbour. Thi s is one of t h e problems 

that i s not considered by t he people who talk so lightly about an 

indpendent J amaican Republic. For a small unar med country the pric e 

of independence can ver y of ten mean political s l avery. So how do 

we face t h is problem? As part of the Commonwealth we hav e the 

assurance that Britain will come to our defence in case of an at tack 

from outside . But Britain is t h ousands of miles away and a communist 

Cuba would be just across a narrow stretch of water. So I think it 

would be more sensible to t hink in terms of Canada and the United 

St a t es . Sooner or later we, either as a J amaica going it alone or 

as a part of t h e Federation, will have to face t h is ques tion of our 

defence. The coming of the cold war to t his region means that we 

had better f ace j_t sooner; it means t hat we must face the hard fact 

t hat in spite of a ll her faults t he United Stat es i s t he real keeper 

of t he peace in this region; it also means we must make up our minds 

about what gr eat power we going to turn to xmxgmxEXXXKK in the event 

of outside aggression. The cold war is here and we mus t look to our 

pr ot ection ••••• Goodni ght. 
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No 1~ Q Hurri ca war n i ng ; ISAC Cleansing 

NEWS co~ MENTARY 
For transmi s sion on 
Thur sday July 14 a t 6 .15p . m 
Pet er Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I am sur e we ar e a ll r eli eved and gl ad t hat 

t he hurri cane scar e is over, and t hat Hurrican e Ab~ y is now a sp ent 

tropical storm. Ther e wa s a time when i t really looked as t hough 

Abby was going to h it us and hi t us ha r d ; and t h er e was a per i od 

l a t e on Tuesday a f ter noon when t her e was a gr eat deal of confusi on 

and a lot of rumours we r e fly i ng around i n t h e Ki ngston a r ea . At 

t hat time , wh en t he r umour s wer e a t the ri fe s t , I det ected a s light 

h i n t of panic a mong s ome p eople . But , t h anks to t he ver y good 

s er vi ce we got f rom both r ad i o sta tions , t he rumours were soon 

stopped ; t he pan i c disappear ed , and peopl e s ettled down to prepare 

ca l mly fo r t he wor s t - i f it ca me . Fortunat e ly for u s it di d not 

come. And so 'hurr i cane gone 1 and we ca carry on with our daily 

affairs. I t h ink the qui et and met odica l way i n wh i ch t he r e l£ef 

organisations got going and t he p l an s mad e by t he KS.AC and ot hers 

in ca s e of troub l e wer e r eally exc e l l ent . 

The on l y of f - beat comment I hear d abou t a ll t he war nings and 

pr eparat ion was told me by a fr i end . Sh e quoted an old country man 

who sa i d that a ll t h i s f us s was very upsetting . Al l t h ese war n i ngs, 

t h e old man s a i d , dis turbed h i m and made h i m nervou s s o t ha t he cou l d 

not r e l ax . Firs t t hey say hurr i cane comi ng ; t h en t h ey say hurrican e 

not comi n ; t hen they say hurricane comi ng aga in . Th en t hey t ell 

you wher e it i s , how many miles , how big t h e winds . By t he t i me t hey 

have fin i shed t elling you a ll t hese t h ins you ar e so n er vous that 

you f ee l s i ck . In t h e old days , said t h i s o l d man , t he f i rs t you 

kn ew about a hurricane was wh en i t hit you . In t hos e days you had 
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on l y one moment of nerve s and sickness instead of days of f ear and 

worry . I t hink t he old man h as a point , but I myself appr edi a t ed 

know what was happeni ng a ll t he time . 

Now let me tou ch on s omet h i n g which I t h ought a p iec e of 

i mp ertinence when I h ear d it . As you know, t he Kings ton and St . 

Andr ew Corporation ' s Pub l ic Cleans i n Department h a s not done it s 

job properly a s f ar a s t he citizens of Kings ton ar e conc erned . Ther e 

h ave be en comp l a ints about t he dirty sta te of Kings t on for a very 

l ong time . Th e cit i zens h ave h ad a ver y poor service of gar bage 

remova l . Thet e rubbi sh b ins h ave been l eft on the s tr eets . Do gs 

and p i g s have turned t hese bins over an scattered t he r ubb i sh in 

sj;reets and yar ds . Out of t h is rubbi sh has come an a r my of fli e s 

spr eading ger ms and disea s e , and , a s I have told you b efore , it was 

t h e children who were t he ma i n victims . Thi s i s a ver y sorry sta t e 

of affa irs , and wh ile it i s going on t h ere i s a bitt er and fooli sh 

wrangle going on between t he Council and its Superintendent of 

Public Cl eansing . And jus t t h e other day I hear d t he n ews t hat 

one of the members of the Public Cleansing Committee was co mp l a i ning 

that t h e police wer e not following i ns t r uctions to pros ecu t e citizens 

of Kingst on for not keeping the front of t heir hou s es clean . This 

Councillor want ed t he polic e to b e more vigorous in prosecuting the 

public . I t h i nk t h i s is a p iec e of gross i mpertinenc e . I t h ink this 

Councillor and indeed the whole Public Cleans i ng Committee wan t t o 

fi r st remove the beam out of t he i r own ey es b efore t h e s ee t he mot e 

in t he eyes of t he citi zens . Let t h e lfu_b lic Cl eans i ng Department 

do its own j ob properly first and t hen point its finger a t anybody 

else . ow can peop l e keep t heir fronts clean when t he garbage i s no t 

r emoved? So let u s have no more of t his i mpertinenc e f rom Councillors. 

until t hey ' ve done t heir own j obs wel l. Goodni h t . 
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No 119 u.s . Presidentia l El ihettens : . Kennedy V Nixon 

NEW COMM TARY 
For transmission on 
Fr i day July 15 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Go od eveni ng : Yest er day ' s news that the Democratic Party of 

t he United St ates has chosen Senator J ohn F. KenBedy to be its 

candidat e in the forthcoming U. S . Pr esidential elect ions means that 

we ar e almost certain t o see a contest for the most important political 

office in t he world t oday bet ween two very young men . At that level 

of politics men are considered young unti l l they are past fifty , 

and it has been very r are indeed t hat men under the age of fifty 

have headed the mtxm~ governments of the maj or countries of the 

world . I suspect one r eason for t h i s is t hat young men t end t o be 

more radica l in their outlook than are ol d men . 

But even t h is pat tern seems to be chan ing today . WEx If we run 

down a list of t he world ' s leaders today we can divided t he list i nto 

t wo: one the one side you will have the men who have led yes t erday ' s 

wor l d ; on t he other side you will have t h e men who are lik el y t o 

lead t omorrow ' s world . And one of t he rea lly interesting differenc es 

in such a l ist xmNm is t he f act t hat the leaders of t omorrow ' s world 

are so much younger than were yester day ' s leaders when they start ed 

out on t he ro ad to power . Chi ang Kai - sh ekxmfx2NXRX and Mao Tse- tung 

of Ch i na , Ma cmillan of Britain , De Gaul le of France , Eisenhower of 

t he U. S . Adena~r of Germany , and Kishi of Japan - thes e are a l l old 
~ 

men who well past fifty when t hey to ok power . The new men - to name 

only a f ew - are ixon and Kennedy of the U. S ., a cleo d of Britain , 

asser , Nkrumah and Lulumba of Afric a , Cas t r o of Cuba , Brandt of 
,_ 

Ge E\r many . Of t hese only Nkrumah has r eac~ fifty qut even he was 

under fi fty when he fi rst took power . The r est are in their t h irties 
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or forties . So the first t h ing about the Kennedy nomination is tha t 

it confirms this new trend in t h e world for young men to l ead nations . 

Kennedty is 43 and his riva l , Richard ixon , who~ erta in to be 
,l 

chosen as the Republican Party ' s candidate , is 4!f. 

Now these two young men are both forceful , a mbitious , tough­

mi nded and g ifted . Nixon who is the Vice President of the United 

St ates at present , showed just how tough- minded he could be when 

he stood up t o Khrushchev in oscow in one of the most famous cussing 

match es of our time . Nixon came up from a humble background of 

poverty and f ought his way to t h e top . Kennedy on the other hand 

was born with at least half a do zen golden spoons in h is mouth . Hi s 

father , Joseph Kennedy , who was U. S . Ambassador t o Brita in during 

Roo s evelt ' s time , wa s a man who turned almost everything he touched 

int o millions of dollars , and young Kenneday is a millionaire many 

times over . But money has not made Kenneday s oft , as he has shown 

by the very powerful political mach ine he h a s created to win t h is 

nomination , and by t he tough and ruth l es s campa i gn h e has conducted . 

Kennedy ha s h ad to fi gh t the opposition of ex- Pr esident Harry Truman , 

Mrs . Eleneor Roesevelt and the whol e Democratic ~arty machine . To 

fi ght all t hat and win you need to be tough . Kenneday is a Ca t holic , 

Ni xon is a Pr ot estant . Ni xon , too , ha s h is enemi es who call him 

' tricky Dick ' It i s one of t hese t wo young men , then , who will be 

t h e n ext Pr esident of t h e Uni ted Sta tes . At t he moment it could be 

either one . But wh ichever one it i s , he will confirm the fact t hat 

to morrow ' s politica l world belong to t he young~n men . And I am not 

so sure t hat t h is i s such a bad t h in in thi s r evolut i onary ago of 

ours . The s tra ins and stresses of our time :demand the s tr:engt h and 

r e silience of youth . But can t he young be a s responsible as t h e 

old? ••••••• Go odnight . 
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Nol20 The Citizen and the olic e 

fS COMMENTARY 
For t ransmis s ion on 
Saturday July 16 a t 6 .15p . m 

et er Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : On Tuesday of t h is week the St ar carri ed a s tory 

on its back page under the heading : "Cit izens of Bal a clava Report 

Police Brutality". The story was t hat s ometime in arch of t h is year 

a new set of polic emen were t r ansfer red to t he s t ation a t Bal aclava 

and t hat from t here on t h ings began to go wrong until t hey flared 

up last week i nto a char ge of police br utality . 

The news story goes on t o set down in h is own words t he cas e 

of a man named Wilfred Maxwell who was assault ed by a Sp ec ial 

Constable . Thi s sp ec i a l cons t ab l e was then j oined by another cons t ab~ 

a full time member of t he f orce . The second constable , it is all ege~ 

t hen used h is baton on Maxwell, and af t er this t h e t wo constabl es 

gragged h i m f or h a l f a mile a long the main s treet to the police 

sta tion. The story i s t hat Maxwell was dr agged by h is f eet , his head 

bump i ng on t he as t phalt road s o t hat he became uncons c ious . His 

clothes were so torn t hat he was a l most s t ark naked . One eye - witness 

is report ed to have said : "I couldn ' t beli eve it was a human being 

t hey wer e dr agging ; I t hou ht it was a hog". 

One of t he eye witnesses of t he iaxwell business was a woman 

named Ett a Forbes who tried to intervene on beha lf of Maxwell . The 

story goes on to gi ve Etta Forbes ' o ccou t of how she was l a t er 

a ssaulted by a poli c e s ergeant and t hen arres t ed . 

en Forbes and Maxwell appeared before the Resident Mag i strat e 's 

Gourt in Ba l aclava last week , the magi s trat e dismissed the charges 

brought by t he polic e aga inst Forbes and Maxwell . I n other words, 

the police and t heir wit nesses were di s credi t ed i n court. 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

Now t h is whole cas e sounds to me ugly and disturbing from b eginnhg 

t o end . It is dreadful to think t hat t her e are still peop l e in our 

police force who have such a basic contempt f or the dignity of the 

ordinary citi zen of t h i s country . And I t h ink we ought to f ace the 

fact that t his sort of t hing happens genera lly to only a certain 

section of our community . There are still members of our police 

force who have a caste and clas s gradi ng for t he way •in whi ch t hey 

treat our citizens . The citizen who i s know to be wealthy or to 

enjoy a high social position i s mos t unlikely ever to exper ience 

such rough handling at the handsof the police . It i s the poor and 
wit h 

the weak and tho se who hav e no i nf luence : it i s/those peopl e whom 

the police feel wi ll not make a fuss t hat t h ey take these liberties . 

Some policemen harass and bully the weak and the defenceless . This 

i s a dreadful s t a t e of affa irs . 

It is because t here are polic emen who still behave in t h is way 

that many of our people will hav e nothing to do with the l aw . It is 

because of t h is that many peopl e will not lift a finger to hel p a 

policeman when he a sks for hel p . Thi s sort of t h in makes us lose 

our respect for t he l aw and for those who are there to enforce t he 

l aw . Peop l e will only respect the polic e force if the police force 

shows them respect . It i s i mportant for t he polic e to know t hat 

t hey ar e t he servants of t he public , especially the poores t and 

weakest sections of t he public : t hey are not our masters; t hey have 

no business to be push ing peop l e around like arro gant nazi s . But 

l et us not make the mistake of condemning t he whole police forc e for 

t he faults of a few . But I do t h i ng it i s i mportant for the authorities 

jr,o r ealise t hat it is the few bad ones who g ive t he whole force a 

bad name . For t he good of t h e country the bad ones ought be root ed 
out of the police force . Goodni t . 
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r o 121 Manley on Beef ri~ s 

NE\'/S COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday July 18 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : A few very i mportant events took p l a c e l as t 

week here at home which I did not have a chance to comment on: this 

evening I would like to remedy tha t . First there was Mr . Manley's 

statement about b eef pric es on Wednesday of l ast week at the J.A.S . 

annual meeting . :r. r . Manley issued a very stern warning to cattle 

growers that government was going to fi ght the high beef prices . 

He said that unless beef prices came down to reasonable l evels 

again government would import beef . He went on to say that if it 

was necessary government would set up refrigeration services in 

every i mportant town on the island to make sure t hat the ord inar y 

citi zens got t heir beef at a f a ir pric e . 

I think t h is was very good news and. I a m sure every housewife 

welcomes it . Of course , I personally t h ink that such a clear and 

firm statement should have been made at the s ame time t hat price 

controls were lifted from beef . I t h ink if t his statement had been 

made then it mi ght have sobered t hose get- rich- quick gentlemen 

among our butchers sooner and we mi ght not have had the few weeks 

of fant a stic prices wh ich we have suffered . And I am sure t hat 

t hings would have been even better if there had been a stock of 

i mported meat in t he island on t he day t hat price controls came off 

our local beef . That , more than anything else , would ha ve kept pric es 

at a reasonable l eve l . 

But when all that is said and done one fact stands out and I 

t h ink it 1s a very i mportant fact t h a t we should not e very ca refully • 

• Manley himself mentioned t hat fact in his speech . It i s t h is: 
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the majority of housewives have taken a very firm stand. Up and 

down the country you women - at least most of you - have refused 

to pay fancy prices for your piece of meat . You have dug in your 

heels and said firmly that you were not pr epared to pay the unreasonable 

prices asked . And in many places butchers found they could not get 

rid of their meat . Beef wh ich was generally sold off within a few 

hours on a Friday afternoon, was still unsold on Saturday morning . 

I travelled across the island over t h e past week end. and I saw this 

sort of thing in many pla ce s . So it is f a ir to say tha t ba sic a lly 

it wa s you, the housewife , who stopped t h e sky- rocketing of beef 

prices . This i s the important f act which I t h ink we ought to note . 

Our women, our mothers, our uousewives , all of you who run our 

homes , you are the people with the final power to put a check on 

the cost of living . If you, as a group , decided collectively th t 

the price of some item of foodstuff is unreasonable and that you 

are not prepared to pay tha t price, I think you can have a considerabe 

influenc e in reducing tha t price to a fair l evel. And if that food­

stuff is a perishable commodity like meat or green vegetables , then 

your influence is vital . The butcher must sell h i s meat before it 

goes bad . Of course h e can corn it; but he still h a s to s ell t hat . 

And so , if you hold out , h e will become r easonable . The power is in 

your h ands . But please r emember that it is v ery important to use 

power reasonably and only when pric es are rea lly unfa ir and unjus t . 

Tomorrow I should like to discuss t wo Bills tha t ~r . anley t abled 

in the House of Repr esentatives on Wedn esday of l ast week . Till 

t h en, goodnight . 
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No 122 Referendum Bill 
i:&..et r cpcy Powers \111 
.):>~ 

NEWS COMIVfENT ARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday July 19 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Th e first Bill tabled my Mr . Manley in the House 

which I should like to dis cuss, is known as the Referendum x.xx 

(Federation) Law , 1960 . This Bill makes it legal for the Governor 

to set a date, about a year f rom now, for us, the citi zens of 

J amaica to go to the polls to vote on one single issue . The issue 

on which we are goin to vote i s wh ether we the voters wish J amaica 

to stay in the Federation or get out of it . There wi ll be only 

one question on the ba llot paper . The words of t he question will 

be very clear and very simple . They will r ead : "Should J amaica 

remain in the Federation of t he West Indies? " That is all : "Should 

Jamaica r ema in i n the Federation of the West Indie s? " -And there 
v,)-

will be a s pace for you to.i.-e your answer; aaHH~i....,5~c~ar':~.1~1~1~e~r~~±l~y 
0... ~ ·p,,( ~ 

nee!ii to- ,•rit,a ene ·:OM . You can either ~ "No", or you can ,.rrite-
A 

M • <..-.D-' 
"Yes" . If the majority of u s w.r:1:;,@ "No" on our ballot papers then 

'l 0:-- ... i..c .1: 
J amaica will get out of t he Federation: if t he ma jority of us 1wite 
~ 

"Yes" will s t ay in the Federation . It is as simp l e as t hat . But 
A. 

behind this simp licity is , I think , someth ing so important that it 

i s a l most terrifying . We t he voters who are not experts in matters 

of h i gh politics are going to decide the future of our descendants 

for hundreds of years to come . That is t he terrifying part of it . 

The g lorious part of it i s that it is we, the ordinary peop l e with 

all our weaknesses , wh o ar e going to make t h i s mos t i mportant decisim . 

To me it is t h is fact that makes democracy real . d it i s the first 

t ime in the h istory of t h is island t hat the p eople have been asked 

one really i mportant question with the sure knowled e t ha t their 
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rulers are going to do exactly what the majorit y t ells t hem to do . 

I myself t h ing t hat over and above a ll other considerations Mr . 

~anl ey has shown his real f aith and t ru s t in the people of t h is 

island when he decided to have a referendum which this Bill will 

make l egal . 

The second Bill,e=t.11lc Binet gG116j !owe! s Bl: ll.., i s one that I am 

not so happy about . Unde r t h is Bill government wi ll have the power 

to det a in any person who is reasonably beli eved to be t aking part 

in subversive activiti es ; when t h is Bill becomes l aw a person 

suspect ed of planning insureection or taking part in subversive 

a c t vi ties or k eep ar ms with the idea of staging a revolt , can be 

held for a period of up t o s i x months . The Bill also gives government 

gr eater power s to search f or ar ms and other weapons . 

{ow the reason behin d t his Bill i s to b e found in t he events 

t hat took p l a ce in t he Red Hills and Sligoville areas when when 

had the island greatest manhunt . It wa s t hen d i s cover ed that our 

l aws d i d not provide for gover nment to det a in peop l e wi t hout having 

to bring a charge agains t t hem . This meant t hat we could not do any­

thing against a person until some law had been broken . The new Bill 

will give gover nment the powers to prevent s ometh ing the Sligoville 

affa ir happen i ng before the peop l e concerned have a chanc e to br eak 

the l aw or do any real damage . And mfxmx this ~iii new l aw will only 

remain in operation f or a year, t hough it can b e renewed if gover nment 

feels it still needs the special power s . So ba s ica lly it is a s afety 

measure . The r eason why I say I am not happy about it i s because 
the aut horities feel 

its introduction mean s tha t/there a r e s till peop le at l arge who want 

to bring violence and disorder to replace the present peac e and 

democratic progr ess of t h i s i s l and . This detention measure is a 

necessary one, but I r egret t ha t it is necessary for us to have it . 
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No 12"- Th e cold War : Cur ~ l Congo 

NEWS CO ITvJ: -~TARY 
For tran smi s sion on 
Wedn esday July 20 a t 6 . 15p . m 

et er Abrahams speaking . 

Good evening : It l ooks ver y much as t hou gh t he Ru ssians a r e 

stepp i ng up t heir Col d War ef f ort and doing s o with gr eat succ ess 

at the exp ense of t he Unit ed St a t es . The t wo areas in wh i ch t he 

Ru ssians have oper ated most su cces s fully and mos t dr amatica lly 

r e cently have been in Cuba and in t he Congo. 

xnxhEa In dealing with t he Cuban situation Khr ush chev h as made 

a gr eat deal of politica l cap ita l out of t h e U. S.-Cuban conflict . 

Th e way t he Ru ss i ans h ave handl ed t he situation was to give t he 

out s i d e world t h e i mpres sion t hat t he United St a t es was p l ann ing 

an ar med invas ion . You will r emember tha t shortly aft er t he Cuban 

government took over t he Americ an and British oil r efineries 

Khrush ch ev war ned t h e United St a tes t hat it would co me to Cuba ' s 

he l p in t he even t of an Amer ican atta ck . And yet t he Unit ed St a t es 

had made no mention of an a tta ck on Cuba . If anybody was an aggressor 

in t he Cuban s i t u ation it was Cuba her self . She h ad t aken over t }j.e 

oil r efineri es , she had t aken over Amer i can property and had threat ened 

t hat she would go on t ak i ng American pro:13:e:b~y ' down to t heir boot 

strings ' if t hey cut t he su gar quota . And when t he Americans , a s a 

result of ext reme provoca tion , d id finally cut t h e Cuban sugar 

quota , it was Fi de l Cas tro who yel l ed ' economic aggr ession '. In fact, 

what we h ave been witnes sing in Cuba l a t e l y has b een a s tud i ed and 

de liber a te provo c~tion of t he Un it ed St a t es . As I s ee it, it almos t 

l ooks as t hough Cuba i s de t er mined to pr ovoke t he United St a t es i nt o 

some action . 

Now why i s Cuba doing t h i s? I t h i nk the on l y r easonab l e 
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answer is t hat the Castro government is making a tr emedous bid for 

t he l eadership of %ME Latin Americ a . He want s to isola t e the United 

St a t es from the r es t of Latin America and appear a s t he Latin Americm. 

champion aga ins t ' Yankee I mperialism' . And I t h ink he knows that 

nothing would so quickly arouse Latin Amer ican s entiment aga inst t he 

U. S . and for Cuba , as would any aggr es dl:tve act on the part of the 

United St a t es . Th is, I t h ink , explai ns Castro ' s continued a t tempts 

to provoke t he U. S . And t he f a ct i s tha t th e past r ecord of t he 

United State s in Latin America put s her at a considerable disadvant age . 

ow to t he Russians all this i s wonderful . They would we lcome 

any s ituation which gives them the opportunity to come forwar d a s 

t he champion of t he poor and oppress ed and. exploited people . And 

t hey hope , t h rough Cuba , to get a firm foothold in Latin America and 

so t h ey are fann ing t he trouble f or a ll t hey ar e worth . 

Much t he s ame sort of t hing app lies to the Congo . You will 

remember t hat exactly a month ago I told you t hat the Congo situation 

was going to get wors e and that t he Ru ss i ans were going to exp lomt 

it . Well, it has come to pas s now . The Congo is in t he mos t awful 

mess and t he communi s t s ar e waiting to s t ep in as they stepped in 

in Guinea . Unless t he United Nations acts with great speed and gr eater 

int elligence t he co mmun i sts will s t ep in . 

The Russian design in a ll t h is i s very clear and very simple . 

Africa and Latin America ar e t he l as t t wo gr eat prizes of t he Cold 

War . Whoever wins Afric a and Latin America wins t he cold war . And so 

the Ru ssians ar e work i ng har d and working well . Just as they h ave 

t h r eatened the U. S . over Cuba , s o t hey hav e threat ened Be l g ium over 

t he Congo . All they have to fio i s egg on Lumumba in t he Congo and 

Castro in Cuba and w~tch f or any mi s t akes t he West mi ght make . The 

Ru ssians , wh ether we like it or not , are do i ng very well out of the 
cold war just now . Goodni ~h t . 
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No 124 Will t her e be War ? 
Th e f actors fo 1 . var 

NEl,• S COMMENT RY 
For t ran smi ss ion on 
Thur sday July 21 at 6 . 15p . m 
Pet er Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Since the Rus sian s hav e st epped up t he Cold War 

over t h e past f ew week s many p eop l e have asked t he fri gh t ening 

question : "Are we on t he brink of another world war?" A nu mb er of 

l isteners hav e a sk ed me t h i s question . I t h ink t h is is probably 

the most i mport ant question disturb ing the minds of people all over 

t he world t oday . Are we on t he point of anoth er world war ? 

Th e sh ort answer to this ques tion i s t hat I do not know; and I 

do not t h ink anybody e l se knows . I don ' t t h ink Mr . Khr u sh chev knows; 

I don ' t t h i nk Mr . Ei senhower knows ; I don ' t t h i nk r . a c millan knows. 

And i f you were to ask anyone of the se t h r e e world stat e s men I am 

sure ea ch will t e ll you t hat h e doe s not wan t war . And yet t her e i s 

t h is dang er t hat t h e whole world mi gh t sudden l y go up in fl ames . 

So , hav ing g i ven you my short an swer , wh ich i s t hat I do not 

know, let us ba l ance as ca r efully as we can t he t h ings wh ich mi gh t 

make for war and t he t h i n gs wh ich mi ght work against war . 

Now when we look a t the t h ings wh ich mi ght l ead to wa r , t h r e e 

dangers s t and out sh ar p ly and clearly . The fi r s t is Cuba . Al most 

any s ma ll inc i dent, such as a c lash bet ween Cubans and American 

sold i er s at Guantana mo Bay , cou l d set of f a tra in of violenc e wh i ch 

could lea d to world war . Th e second i mmedi a t e dang er point i s t h e 

Congo wher e the Ru s sians have a ga in t h r eat ened a ction t h i s mor ning . 

Her e t oo, t h e slightes t i n c~dent could l ea d to a full - sc a l e war . 

And what makes t h e Cuban and Congo s itua tions so tr i cky i t he f act 

t hat t he l eader s of t h ese t wo count r i e s do not seem to r eali se t ha t 

t hei r a ctions mi gh t p lunge t he whole world i nto war . A t h ird danger 
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is t he situation between Ind i a and Ch ina . At the moment t he happeni~ 

in t he Congo and Cuba h ave pushed the Indi a - China conflict out of our 

minds , but t he situation is still tense and u gly and it is made more 

so by the aggressive cock iness of the Chines e Co mmuni sts . If we d id 

not have a man of the stature of Nehru l eadin Ind i a the situation 

mi ght have been comp l et e ly out of hand by now. Only his firm will 

for peace has s o f ar prevented a blow - up wh ich would have caused 

a world war . Thes e , then , - Cuba , t he Congo and Ind i a - a r e t he 

t hree main danger point s where indident s could so easily l ead to 

war . 

But there are two other dan er points which could also l ead to 

war . Foll owi ng t he U- 2 spy p l ane inciden t th e Russians have sho t 

down more American p l anes wh ich have flown anywhere near Soviet 

territory. The l as t p l ane t he Ru ss i ans shot down was obvious ly not 

over Soviet territory and t he Americans have r eacted ver y shar p l y . 

Any more shooting down of U. S . p l ane s, especia lly i f they ar e not 

over Russ ian t erritory , could l ead to the Americans r e t aliatin and 

t hat, if i t happened , i s sure t o l ead to a war in wh ich a ll of u s will 

be involved . 

And the l ast danger point i s one of the mind . There are peopl e 

in both t h e U.S . and in u ss i a who f eel tha t sooner or l a t er t her e 

must b e a war between Communism and Democracy . The Chinese communis t s 

also f eel t h is . Some Americans say , s inc e t here must be war , have it 

now before t he co mmuni sts get any stronger . Hi t t hem with a surpr i s e 

attack wh ich will knock t hem out one time . And ther e a r e co mmuni s ts 

who say exactly t he s a me . These are the war monger s on both s i des and 

they ar e our l a st and , possibly , gr eat es t danger point . These ar e the 

f actors t hat make f or war . Tomorrow I will look at the factors t hat 

make for peace . So, till t hen , goodni ght . 
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Will t here br war ? 
The factors _Jr peace . 

EvvS COMMENT ARY 
For transmi ssion on 
Friday July 22 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Pet er Abr ahams speaki ng 

Goo d evening : Last night I told you about the f a ctor s which 

could so easily l ead to world war in today ' s t ense inter nationa l x±:t. 

situation . You will remember I listed t hes e f actors as : Cuba , the 

Congo , the Indi a - Ch ina border d i sput e , t he shooting down of U.S . 

p l anes by t he Russi ans , and t he war - mindedness of some peopl e in 

both the communis t and non-communi s t worlds . All or any one of t hese 

f actors could ver y eas ily l ead to a world war . 

Tonigh t I should lik e us t o consider t he f actors wh ich make for 

p eace . I t h ink t he first , and poss iblJ the most i mportant s ingle 

t hing which makes for peace i s the fact t hat t he vast majority of 

t he p eoples of t he world want peace . The ordinary Chinese or Russian 

or American or European or Asian or African does not want war . War 

may come and peop l e wi ll then t ake up ar ms and go out to defend 

t heir countri es . But they will do so because t hey have to , not 

because t hey want to; and they will do s o bec ause they have been 

told that t he other s i de s t art ed it and ar e t he aggressors . The mass 

of t he people of t he world are aga ins t war and this does i nfluenc e 

their l eaders to a certain ext ent . Of cour s e, the f eeling of t he 

peop l e carri e s more weight under democra cy t han it does under 

communism, but even under communism t he fee ling of the peop le i s not 

comp l etely i gnored . 

A second f a ctor for peace has to do with u s sia her self . In t he 

l as t war u s sia lo s t millions of her fines t young cit izens . Her 

ar my lo s t more men t han any other alli ed ar my and it a l s o lost more 

men than the Ger many ar my which was defeat ed . Russ i an indu s try -w.aie--
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u ss i an agricultu r e - t he whole fabric of the Ru ss i an economy was 

so bat ter ed t hat t he U. S . had to go to the aid of t he Ru ssians . So , 

for t he Ru ssians , the l a st war was a t errible and deva stating experiencE 

wh ich made t hem hat e war . But , and l et u s fa ce it, communi sm i s an 

a gr es sive and expans i oni s t creed wh ich will drive t he Russian peop l e 

i nto another war if t hat i s t he on l y way f or t he co mmuni s t s t o a ch i ew 

t h eir ends . But it i s not t he only way, a s t he year s s i nce t he second 

world war has shown . Before t he second wor l d war Ru ss i a was the on ly 

co mmuni s t country i n t he world . Today co mmuni sm rules over the vast 

l and mass of Ch i na , over all Eas t er n Europe , over one hal f of Ger many 

as well a s many other As i an count r i es . And it i s begi nn i ng t o get a 

foothold i n Af r ic a as well as i n Latin Americ a . And a ll t h i s 

comrnuni sm~s a chiev ed by threat and bluff and without t he need to go 

to war on a big s ca l e . The only war that co mmun i sm engaged i n was 

in Korea and t hen it made sure t hat it di d not t ur n it into a world 

conflict . And I t h i nk the communi s t s l ear ned from the Korean war 

t hat t he met h ods of i nfiltrat ion and the creat i n of crisi s sit uations 

suit ed t hem very much better t han t he method of direct war . 

Let us fa ce i t . The communi s t s have been wi nni ng ground without 

having t o go t o war . They have b luffed and t hr eat ened and pu shed t he 

We s t but t hey have t ended to give way when t he s ituation r eally lookErl 

danger ous . So ther e you have it . I don ' t t h ink t he Ru ss i ans want a 

war r i t now. I think they mi ght mi s ca lcula t e a situation and pu sh 

t he U. S . too f ar and s o s et of f a war . But I doubt it . So, my 

tentative answer to t he qu estion i s : "No, I do not t hink we are 

likk ly to have a world war now" . Of course I cou l d be wron but on 

bal ancing a ll t he fa ctors I fee l I am right . Wh a t I t h i nk we will 

have is a long per i od of Cold War cr i s i s , and t his i n it sel f i s 

dangerous enough ••• . • Goo dn i ght . 
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No l.26 ..QevelI I 'Ii'. U a ¼lhL :it 1 ■•oil 
Servic e in St . Jes 

NEWS COMMENT RY 
For trans mi ss ion on 
Saturday July 23 at 6.15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I think we have spent enough time t his week 

lookin at world problems and the international gloo m of the cold 

war . After all, the basis of our lives is made up of the little 

day- to - day t h ings we deal with: it is made up of the cost of our 

food, t h e homes we live in and the kind of service we get when we 

go out to spend our JUNHJX hard- earned money . And it is ofl the 

little t h ings that ar e so important in our lives tha t I want to 

comment toni ht . 

The meanest t h ing I wi tnessed this week Was a J . O. S . bus 

hurtling down one of Kingston ' s main s treets . At a bus stop stood 

a little old lady. She signalled to the rushin bus; ins t ead of 

slowing down the bus gat hered speed . The old l ady stepp ed off t h e 

pavement signalling more frantically . The bus shot pas t her . It 

was not during t he rush hour and t he bu s was not crowded . It all 

happened too fast f or me to get the number of t he bus with the 

mean- minded driver . I hope our J . O. S . drivers will not for e t t hat 

t hey are hired to serve the public and t hat t hey have an especial 

duty to t he ver y old and the very young . 

And now let me touch on another sore point about which many 

peopl e feel strongly . In our downtown Ki nston s tores , e specia lly 

the b i g ones , many of J~ the young men and young women behind t he 

counters seem to think t hat t he shoppin public is there for their 

conveni ence . I h ave s tood for a fu ll five minutes watch ing a 

pr egnant woman, obvious ly hot and tired , trying to attract the 

att ention of a young woman behind the counter . But this young 
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lady was having such a wonderful conver sation with t wo other young 

l adies , also behind the counter , that she d i d not have time for t he 

tired and pregannt customer until the conversation was fini shed . 

And when she d id get around to serving t he woman it was as if she 

was doing t he woman a f avour . 

I have myse l f gone into one of our biggest e l ectrica l s tores 

to buy a very s mall e l ectrica l fitment . The f irst shop ass i s t ant 

had asked me what I want ed promptly enough . When I told h i m he 

pointed to a second young chap . Th i s young chap was on the telephone 

having a private and persona l conversation . He looked at me onc e , 

asked me what I want ed and when I told h i m he nodded and turned his 

back on me and carried on with his t e lephone conversa tion . My time 

did not matter; I had to wait until he was good and r eady for me . 

After four minute s of this I went ba ck to the f irs t young f ellow 

and asked h im to serve me . But he couldn ' t . He did not hand le the 

t h ing I wanted . So I asked for the person in char ge . But the person 

in char ge , another young fellow , showed that he thought I was 

unreasonabl e . It was only when I got really vexed that h e called 

the chap from the t elephone and ~ got my service . I am sure mos t of 

you can cap thi s little s tory of mi ne . 

I t h ink we a re putting up with much too mu ch nonsense from our 

shop assistants ; I t h ink this b ad and shoddy servic e has become a 

habit with too many of them . The cus tomer seems to be there for t heir 

convenien ce . I t h ink it i s h i gh time all this nons ense s topped . I 

t h ink it i s h i gh time the J amaica Cha ber of Commerce get its member s 

to look into the shoddy servic e their servants g ive the buying public. 

And by the way , I have s omet h ing very important on sugges tive l iter­

ature for you to morrow aft ernoon at five minut es after one; s o till 

then, goodn i ght . 
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No 127 et er Evans ' complatnt to Bar Council 
on intervi ewi ng f a .lities at prison . 

EWS COMM: T Y 
For transmi ssion on 
Monday July 25 a t 6 . 15p . m 
eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Earli er this month a little incident fla r ed up . 

xa±mJxifxixxaxmxEBBHXX~NH If t he charges made in t h is little incidert. 

had been true , it would have been a very serious situation a s f ar as 

the bas ic rights of the citi zen in our soci ety ar e conc erned . And, 

if t he char ges made had been proved true, it mi ght even have l ed to 

a serious conflict between t he go vernment of J amaica and the Bar 
15 ·Jis 

Council of J ama ica, which i s the organised body of l:ft1..ryePB i n our 

country . From t his you w 11 see that t his incident w s both serious 

and i mport an . 

Kx:x:xxJE:kJExxi:x:xnx vi/hat was this incident? I am sure most of you 

will remember that on the 8th of t his month t here appeared in the 

G a er a ette r which ir . Pet er Evans h ad sent to Mr . Manley t he 

day bef ore . In t h is letter Mr . Evans prot es ted to lf~ . Manl ey that 

h e had not been given a fair opportunity to i n t ervi ew Reynold Henry 

a t t he Central olice St a tion . Mr . Evans said that t he room in which 

he i nt ervi ewed the prisoner, Reynold Henry (who, as you know, w s a 

ringl eader i n t he Red Hills-Sligoville affair) - r. Evans s a id t hat 

t hat room wa s so arr an ed that he would ha ve had to speak to Henry 

acro ss a space of about t en feet . Mr . Evans protes ted vigorous ly 

about t h is . He s a i d it was a prof essional insult . Indeed , if t he 

facts were a s Mr . ans said , I would have agr eed with h i m an gone 

a stage further: I would h ave sai d it was a definit e i nterferenc e 

with t he rights of the citizen: ' ecau se even in prison t he i ndividual 

has c ertain rights; and one of t hos e ri h t s is to t a l k to h is lawyer 

in privat e . 
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ow, to deny any prisoner awaiting tria l this right to talk fr e~y 

and privat e l y to h i s l awyer is a serious matter . Mr . Evans took it 

seriously , so seriously tha t he also wrote to t he inister of Home 

Affa irs , to t he Attorney- Gener a l , and to the Bar Council of J amaica . 

One M. H.R . , ] r . Max Carey a lso thought it sufficiently serious to 

ask a ques tion about the matter in the House of Representatives . 

And then , on Thursday of l as t week , t he Bar Council of J ama ica , 

r eplied to t he l ett er Mr . Evans had s ent . xm To me , t he reply by the 

Ba r Council was much more important than t he r eply given by 1:r . anley. 

In h is rep ly .Mr . Manley had said Mr . Pet er Evans ' char ges bad not 

been ba s ed on the true f acts . But many peopl e , for reasons of their 

own , mi ght have gone on believing Mr . Evans ' cha r ges if t h e Bar 

Council had not published its own rep ly . The members of the Bar 

Council, said the lett er , had visited the int erview r oom at t he prison 

about which Mr . Evans comp lained . Whey found the distance b etween 

tl-e. pri s oner and ~ i &:~;~ ~d _..__ - - -- - not more than three feet~ not 
'111. 

10ft as Mr . Evans h a d char ged . They found tha t it was possible for 

lawyer and prisoner to t alk privately and des cribed 1r . Evans ' 

char ges as "gross exaggera tions ". In short t he Bar Council ' s l e tt er 
0-

was re jection of Mr . Evans ' char ges and , i mp licit in the letter was 
A 

a criticism of the way in wh ich Mr . Evans had handled t he whole 

affair . 
/~ 

I think this whole af f a ir w-e-e important because t he char ges 

made were very serious and I a m l ad t hey wer e proved untrue . Another 
w ~ 

i mportant point i s t hat ~thooe who set ~ elves up as the guar d i an s 

of ~ freedom mu st be ver y careful to get~~ - f a cts right . To 
w 

°E!lltKR atta ck anybody or any istitution on false facts i s not doing 
I\ 

t he cause of fr eedom and civil liberty any good •... Goodnight . 
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No 128 Party Po l itica: Broadcasts 

NEWS COMM TARY 
For t ransmiss ion on 
Tu esday July 26 at 6 . 15p . m 

et er Abr ahams speaki ng 

Good eveni ng : Towards t he end of l as t week Mr . Donal d Sangster, 

t he deputy l eader of t he Oppos ition, t ab l ed a ver y i n t eres ting mot i on 

f or debate by t he House of Repr esentat ives . Mr . Sangs t er ' s motion 

asks t hat a part of gover nment time on t he r adio stations be a lloca t ed 

t o t he Oppos ition . I hop e that when t he debat e on t h i s subject comes 

up all of you will take a v er y gr eat i n t erest i n it . It is an 

i mportant subj ect; and i t i s particu l ar ly i mportant in a country 

like ours where a l a r ge numb er of our p eopl e cannot r ead and t her efore 

cannot fo l low current affairs except t hrough t he spoken word . The 
\. 

world i n wh ich we live today i s s o comp l ex and so comp l i ca t ed ; what 

happens far away can aff ect our own lives i ntimatel y , and what 

happ ens her e at h ome can affect the out side world i nt i mat e l y too . So 

it i s i mportant fo r us t o have an i n t elli gent gr a sp of what i s going 

on both a t home and abroad . And radio i s , i n my opi nion , the most 

power fu l way of br i ng t he world into t he home of even the most humble 

cit i zen of t h i s i s l and . Al s o, except f or t he out s t anding l eaders 

l ike Manl ey and Bu s t a , Arnett and Sangster, Wills I saacs and Bob 

Li ght bourne , Glasspole and Tavar es , and others i n t he limelight , 

we know v er y l i t tle about the per s onalities of t he men who sit in t he 

House and make our l aws . f os t of t h e backbencher s on both sid es of 

the Hou se are like shadows t o us . I do not th i nk t h is i s good . I 

think we ought t o h ave a clear and distinct picture i n our mi nds of 

t he personalities whom we have elected t o our parliament . In the 

Brlb.t ish Hou se .of Commons where you ha ve several hundred ·embers of 

arl iament i ndividual persona l i t i es stand out very much more t han in 

our Hou se where we have less than fif t y members . And I do not think 
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t hat our member s of parliament ar e any less col ourfu l than ar e t he 

:Engli sh .P . s . I t hink the r ea l r eason why t he ma jority of our M.H.R.s 

a r e shadows i n our minds i s b ecause t he bus ines s of pur parliament 

has not been proj ect ed i n to our homes . Many of our p eop l e f eel that 

parliament i s somewher e in fuke Stree t and f ar away f r om our dai l y 

lives . \'!e ll , parl iament is our bu s iness and we ought t o know all t he 

men who conduct our bu s iness . We ough t to know t heir good points and 

t he i r faults , we ought to know what t h ey ar e like , what t hey ar e doitg 

so t ha t we can pas s judgement on them when next t hey come to ask f or 

our vot es . And t h i s , I t h i nk , r adio can do f or us bett er t han anyth i rg 

else . So, I hope t hat the debat e on Mr . San s t er' s moti~n will r esult 

in our hearing the voices , and get ting t o know t h e personalities 

of our law- maker s , especia lly the shadowy ba ck- bencher s . 

Of cou rse , I don ' t know what t he Hou s e will decide on this 

matt er . But what I wou l d l ike t o see i s s ome arrangement whereby we 

mmcxxuxBYBNi:agx&fXB~ will hear a diff erent M.H. R. each ev eni ng while 

t he Hou s e i s in session . In Britain t hey have s omet hing ca lled "Today 

in arliament " in wh ich an M. P . s peaks f or f ive mi nut es on what 

t ook p l ace in par l i ament t hat day . One day i t i s someone from the 

government s i de ; the next day someone fr om the Opposition . And these 

peopl e do not jus t trot ou t -party s logans ; t hey try to g ive t he 

li s t ener s a true p i c t ure of what took p l a ce and so br in par l i ament 

i nto t he homes of the vo ters . 

I t h i nk it is t i me t hat we had somet h ing like tha t here i n 

J ama i ca . Our future pro r ess de ands t hat al l of u s t ake a gr eat er 

i nter es t in t he aff a i rs of our par l iament and i n the men who make 
broadened 

our l aws . So I hope r . Sangster ' s motion wi ll be x~XMENENRM s o 

t hat parlia ment can be brought i nto the homes of the vo t ers of J ama ica 

Goodni hto 
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lo 129 Loc a l Government . blic Relations . 

N 1S COt'il, TARY 
For transmission on 

ednesday July 27 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abr ahams speaking 

Good evening : Monday ' s Gleaner carried on t he same page two 

news stories about Public Relations . The first story said that 

the Jama ica Chamber of Commerce was considering t he idea of appointirg 

a Pu@lic Relations Offic~r . The second story was that a t it s July 

month l y meeting t he anches t er Pari qh Council had passed a resolution 
a year 

approving t he spending of £225/as its share of £3 , 000 a year which 

will be needed for t he setting up of a Public Relations Department 

by the Asso ciat ion of Loc a l Government Authorities .. Ac cording to 

the n ews story the Manches t er Pari sh Council passed its resolution 

as a result of a circular ~t got from the Executive Council of 

the ssociation of Local Go vernment Authorities . The Association of 

Loca l Government Authorities, it seems , h a s decided that it needs 

a full - time public relations offic er . They estimate t hat it will 

co st ·them £3 , 000 to run the public relations department for its 

first year . The plan i s t hat ea ch Pari sh Council should make an 

annua l contribution of £225 and the KSAC should make a contribution 

of £300 a year . There would be a centra l advi sory committee which 

will work in co9operat ion with committ es . to be set up by each 

arish Council . And t hese would direct the work .of the public 

relations department and the public relations of ficer . 

The Manchester arish Council meetin was t houghtful enough 

to expess the view that it may not be justified II in the light of 

present financia l positions and ramifica tions" for each p rish 

council to have a public relations offic er . Th is, I am sure, was 

very t h ou tful of t h e Mancheater Pari sh Council . Just think what 
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they hav e saved us from. We mi ght have had to f ace t he dreadf u l 

prospect of having fourt een loc a l pub lic r e l a tions offic ers , each 

getting between £750 and £1 , 000 a year . In s t ead , if t h i s move 

of the Association of Loca l Government Authorities goes through , 

we will have one public r elations department with one pub lic rela tiora 

officer . Then we will have fourteen public r e l ations committ ees , abd 

senior civil servant in each Parish Council offic e will b e given 

the job of public r el ations as his or her ma in function . In other 

words, and in truth and in fact , we r eally goin to have fourt een 

public r e l a tions of ficers as well as t he top man - the public 

r e l a tions offic er of t he Association of Loc a l Government Authorit ies -

for whom a brand new job will have been creat ed . 

Now t h is , to me, is just about the most monstr ou s piece of 

loc a l government nonsense I have come across in a ver y long time . As 

far as I am conc erned t he J ama ica Chamber of Commerce can appoint 

a dozen public r elations offi cer if it want s to . It is spending its 

own privat e money , not publi c money . Our loca l government authoriti es 

a re spending our money - yours and mine . And frankly , I want my money 

s pent on better clinlne, on better houses , on better roads r a ther 

than on this l ame- brained public r elations scheme . The Government of 

J amaica has establi sh ed a per fec tly good public r e l ations department 

which i s doing its job well . That i s enough . Our loca l authorities 

want to do their jobs and do them we ll, that would be t he ver y best 

possible public r el a tions to est ablish . I hope t he Mini s t er of Home 

ffairs will squa sh and s quash firmly t h i s costly and utterly 

unneccessar y move by t he Ass ocia tion of Loc a l Government Authorities . 

Goodni ght 
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EWS COMMENTARY 
For tran s mi ssion on 
Thursday July 28 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Pet er Abrahams speaking 

Goo d evening : Yesterday mornin I started going through a 

huge p i le of papers on my desk . I n formation and news is my business , 

and these paper s were all ietms of news f ro m a ll over t he world . As 

I went t h rough the papers I fel t a little ashamed of myself because 

the dates on some of t hese papers went as f a r back as May . And then 

I came acr oss somet h ing that pu l l ed me up sharply . I t was a little 

s t ory dated t he 28t h of June and it came from t he Information Servi ce 

of the Government of India . It had been sent up to me f r om the Office 

of the Indian Commissioner for t he West Indies who, a s I a m sure 

most of you know, has his h eadqu arters down in Trinida d . 

It wa s a very short item of news . I t said the t he head of the 

Indian marine r esearch organisation , a gentleman call ed Mr . Jones , 

h ad reported t he cap t ure of two mermaids . The story said t hat these 

two mer ma ids were the only ones to have been caught alive in the 

world . It said that they could not be kept in zoo s becau se they 

needed cert a in sea cond itions to go on living . . J ones r epor t ed 

tha t t hey lived off sea- grass and that they came up to the sur face 

fr om time to time to breathe in air . He a lso sa i d that they suckl ed 

their youn on es just as human mothers do. 

My first reaction when I fini shed r ead ing t h is l ittle story , 

was to want t o know more . I went t h rough all th e papers t o see if 

t here was any more information on t hese two me r ma i ds . I wanted s ome 

description of them , some photograph . But t here wa s nothing more . 

Then I ca l l ed a number of peop l e in t he off ic e and showed them the 

story . One or two of t he peop l e said they had hear d something about 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

the t wo mermai ds over one of t he B.B.C. n ews bulletins . But the 

ma jority of peopl e in my office had not h ear d about it and wer e as 

excited and wor ked up as I was. For the next hour or so the news of 

t he t wo mermai ds was the main topic in our office . People t el ephoned 

their fri ends to t ell them about it. These fri ends t elephoned other 

friends : and as often happens in such cases , so mebody t e l ephoned 

me to a sk if I had h ear d about it. My secret ary kept on a sking me 

questions I could not answer. How t all were these merma i ds ? What 

colour wer e they ? Did they look like the pictures or' the mer maids 

we see in s tory-books and legends? And a wicked fri end of mine wanted 

to know whelhher mer mai ds took ordinary fi sh es f or t he ir husbands or 

whether ther e were mer-men too. The questions flew t h ick and f ast. 

One gay young bachelor was all for going to South Ind i a to see for 

himself if t hey wer e as pr etty and naked as t hey a l way s · ar e in 

p ictures. And pne young mothe~ a sked: "But how do they make their 

ch ildr en? All these qu estions I could not answer. All I knew was 

what I had seen in the little news item : t hat t her e ar e t wo mer mai ds 

live and in captivity 1n the louth of india . 

Well, t her e it 1s . For hundreds of y ear s peopl e have thought 

t hat these stories of mermai ds - creatures who ar e like hum n be i ngs 
' from t h e wai s t upwards and like fish from the wa i s t downwar ds - wer e 

legends and f ancies . Now ther e i s t h i s news that t wo mer ma i ds have 

actually been caught a live . And this news comes with the authdrity of 

the government of Indi a behind it. So I per s ona lly am sati sfi ed that 

it mu s t be true. What I would like to know i s ezactly wha t thes e 

h a lt-fish half-women look like . Are t hey in f act a s we have l ways 

t hought of them? Or ar e they comp l et ely differ ent? I hope we get more 

news about them soon. Goodni ght 
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No 131 Monroe Doctrine 

NEW"S COMl ENTARY 
For trans mis s ion on 
Friday July 29 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abr ahams speakin 

Goo d evening : I think it is time we had another l ook at t he 

Cuban situation as t here h ave been some very int er esting develop emnts 

over t he pas t week or so. You will remember tha t Cuba t ook her 

charge of ' economic aggression ' a a inst the Unit ed St a t es to the 

Unit ed Nations . She was egged on into t aking this action by Soviet 

Russia . Mr . Krushchev had earlier declared tha t t he Monroe Do c trine 

was dead and should be buried . Up to this po int things wer e v ery 

tricky f or the Unit ed St ates . ost Latin American countries had a 

sneaking sympathy for Cuba ' s defiance of the United St a t es . Most 

La tin Americans detested United St at es ' dollar di¢pl oma cy ' and watch Ed 

with i nterest to see just what the United States would do . Any wrong 

mo ve by the United St a t es would have creat ed a situation in which 

the whole of La tin America would have turned a a ins t h er . This was 

what Mr . Khrushchev wanted . He want ed Cuba t o provoke t he Unit ed 

Si.at e s into making a wr ong move which would turn a ll L tin America 

against her . Tha t was what was behi nd a ll his t hr eats and challenges . 

If Mr . Khrush chev had been mor e patient , if he h ad not rushed things 

and had bided his time , it i s very likel y t hat h i s trouble- making 

mi ght hav e b een much mor e successful than it h a s been . Al mos t every­

t h ing was in h i s favour . The Catbco revolution was and still is very 

popular in La tin Ameri ca . The Latin Americans approve of Cas tro ' s 

gr eat IJ,,,vJ., r eform schemes ; t hey approve of the new jobs his governmert, 

h a s created ; they approve of t he new educational opportunities for 

ever ybody ; and they approve of h i s defiance of American big business . 

All t h i s was in Khrush chev ' s favour . 
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But Khrushchev made the big mi stake of declaring the Monroe 

Doctrine dead . To understand why t h i s was such a b i g mi s t ake we shouJd 

know s omet hing about the Monroe Doctrine . 

That Latin America of the 1700s and 1800s was , as I am sure mos t 

of you know , t he possession of Euro pean i mperial power s . Spain was 

t he gr eat power in Latin America . The Unit ed St a t es won its 

indpp endence in 1783 . This coincided more or less with t he collapse 

of t he Spanish power in Latin Americ a . I n 1823 t he young Uhit ed St a tEB 

government , under its Pres i dent, J ames Monro e , decided t h a t the New 

World was no longe r going to be treat ed as the politica l foo t ball of 

Europ e . They i s sued a declar a tion warning the imperia l power s of 

lfurop e to keep the ir hands of f the Americas . The Americ an continents , 

t h ey declared , were no longer to b e looked on as subject for further 

colo i s a tion . mis ecame k ow' as t e Ionroe Doctrine . And what ever 

the La tin Jimericans mi ght fee l bout t he United St a t es t hey know that 

it was t he Monroe Doctrine whic ke t the European power s out of their 

area in the early days of t heir s truggles f or nationhoo d . Had Mr . 

Khrushchev understoo d this I don ' t think he would h ve been so 

quick to declare the Monro e Doctrine dead o 

sit is , t he 21 member nat ions of t he Organ i sation of American 

St ates ar e meetin g next month to seek a settlement of the dispute 

bet ween Cuba and t he United St at es . Wha t nonf of the Lat in Ameri can 

nations want i s f or any European power to come in and interfere , and 

lr . Khrushchev has sounded ver y much as t hough he want ed to come in 

and int erfere . Thi s mi s t ake of Khrushchev' s has g iven the United 

St at es another chance to i nfluence Latin American thinking . How she 

us es that chanc e can be v ery i mportant f or both Latin America , the 

Caribbean and t he world . Goodnight . 
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For t ransmi ssion on 
Sa t ur day July 30 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Pet er br ahams speaki ng 

Goo d eveni ng : Some of you may r emember t hat it was on Tuesday 

of l as t week t hat I commented on t he Detnntion Powers Bill wh ich had 

t h en just been t abled in t he House of Repr esent atives . Sinc e t hen 

t h e House has debat ed t he bill and passed it into l aw. As you know, 

t here has been a gr eat deal of a r gument abou t t he Bill . Some p eople 

have atta cked it bitt erly and v i olently . Matthew Stron has compared 

it to t h e notorious Regul ation 18b which was in forc e in Br i tain 

during the war and under which peopl e could be and wer e int erned 

i ndefin ite ly and without any tri a l or any right of appeal to anybody . 
a a. in 

I t h ink Matthew Strong has/ done what he s o of t en does . He has over -

s t a t ed h i s cas e . The power s of t he Mini s t er of Home Affa irs ar e not 

qu ite t he s ame as were t he power s of the Br i t ish Home Secretary under 

Regula tion 18b . Det ention here can only be f or a year, not indefin i t e l y 

And t her e i s t he r i gh t of appea l . Now I am not say i ng Mr . Stron 

s hould not protest aga inst t h i s l aw . All I am say i ng i s t her e a r e 

differen c es bet ween it and Regula tion 18b and that I doubt t he 

wi sdom of over- s t ating any cas e . Th er e a r e other peopl e who have 

s een t h i s Bill as a violent att a ck on civil liberti es and t he 

beginnings of a d i cta torshi p . Again here , I fee l t he whole th i ng has 

been ex"8gerrat ed . 

On e of t he mos t i n t eres ting f eatures f or me was t he attitude of 

t ho se who defended t he Bill . The government Mi n i s t ers who spoke in 

defence of t h e Bill seemed ver y toler ant and under s t andi n about t h e 

attitude of t he critic s of t he Bill . Nobody sai d that i t was a good 

t h ing t o have t his l aw . They sai d it was a necessar y t h i ng ; a 

nec essar y evi l; a sad and unhappy thi ng tha t had to be done . I frank ]g" 
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liked t h is a ttitude . It meant t hat nobody was trying to make a virtue 

out of t h is x±k law . And t hat i s a good t hing because t here is no 

virtue in t h is l aw and it s only jus tification 1s necessity . 

But t here wer e also peop le who said t h i s l aw was unnecessary . 

Before t he Red Hills - Sligoville affair I would have b een one of 

t hos e people . ow I am not s o sure . And t he news that a New York 

Negl.t) polic eman who was arrested was a chief money r a i ser for t he 

J amaican insureectionist movement, has made me even less sure . 

Certa inly , it i s t he duty of any good government to t ake such 

a ction a s it feels is necessary when t he public safety i s t hreatened . 

Any government t hat does nothing t o prot ect t he public safety when 

it i s t h r eatened i s a bad government . And good governments must at 

times perform unpleasant duties . To me t hen, t his detent i on l aw is 

an unp l easant but necessary duty which t he gover nment had to perform . 

·ow l et me touch brief on something wh ich I t h ink was both 

unpleasant and mlm~XXK~J unnecessary . The KBAC Poor Reli ef Committee 
more than 

has decided to cut t he amount of poor r elief paid to the/ 800 paupers 

on the Corpo r ation ' s poor relief r eg i s t er . The maxi mum thes e people 

us ed to get was 30/- a week . Now the max i mum will be a £1 a week . 

To live off 30/- a week i s little enough in a ll cons ci ence . To have 

that small sum cut by a third seems to me dreadfully heartless . The 

r eason for t he cut is , I unders t and, t hat the Poor e l!bmf Department 's 

money has been cut by £3 , 000 . Could not t h i s cut have been made else-

where ? I hope both . Seiveright and t he KSAC will loo k into t h i s 

matt er again . It would be a dr eadful shame i f the weakest and poores t 

peopl e in our societ y are s o penali sed . A good soci et y t akes good 

care of its weak and its helpless citizens . Let u s prove ours elves to 

be such a soci et y . Goodni ht . 
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