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No 492 National Savings Bonds 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday August 1 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

.Good evening : From tomorrow morning any one of us can go fnto 

any bank an' where in J amaica and buy a National Savings Bond for 

one pound . ~he Bonds cost a pound apiece and eacb person will be 

free to buy as many or as few one pound, five pound or ten pound 

Bonds as we like . If anyone wants Bonds in units of fifty or a 

hundred pound Bonds, these can be had from the Bank of Jamaica . Bord, 

in all the other denominations can be had from any commercial bank 

anywhere in Jamaica o All you have to do is go into a bank and say 

you want to buy National Savings Bonds . The people an the bank will 

give you one or more application forms and will help you to fill 

them out. You then give the bank your one pound and they will give 
-y~u your National Savings' Bond. So that part of it is very simple . 

But , you might say, why should I buy National Savings Bonds? 

What sort of return will I get? 

The answer is simple and clear: the government hopes by the 

sale of National Savings Bonds, to raise a fair amount of the money 

that we need for development purposes right here in Jamaica . Some of 

you may remember that just before the__government mission went to 

Washington and London, I discussed the prospects of their raising 

development money . I told you then that if we approached any outside 

agen cies for assistance for development, these people are likely 

to ask how much we ourselves have invested in our own development . 

And I told you that the answer to that would be: very little indeed . 

I also told you that those peop~e were most likely to say: Let us 

see you help yourself and then come to us for help. For this reaso~ 

I told ' you, I did not think we would get much grant - money for 
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development purposes . But I al$O said I did not think we would have 

· much diff icult;t: 'getting money to borrow , provided ou:c terms were 

acceptable . Well, this is how it has turned out . We dirl not get much 
/ 

grant money so now we have to resort to raising loans for development. 

But ,loan money has to be paid back and with interests , so it will 

obviously suit the national economy to raise as much of this money .. 
as we need from right here in J~maica . And so the government has 

devised t his National Savings Bonds scheme which has a present 

maximum target of five million pounds . So the first reason why you 

should buy these Savings Bonds is to invest in Jamaica ' s development . 

The second reason is because for every pound you invest , you 

stand a chance of winning~ big money prize. If you by a one pound 

Bond tomorrow you cart change it the next day and get your pound 

back . But if you leave your one pound for three months you stand a 

• • - · J chance of winning a first prize of one thousand pounds , a second 

prize of two hundred and fifty pounds , a third prize ,of qne hundred 

pounds , a fourth prize of fifty pounds or a fifth prize of twenty- flsre 

pounds . The first draw will take place early in December and then 

every month after that. And if you leave your one pound in, you have 

a chance every month . And you have as many chances as the number of 

bonds you have . Of course, you do not get any interest on your Bonds . 

Instead you have a chance to win one of these big prizes every month 

, . 

,,. 
Those are the details of the_National Savings Bonds scheme . It , 

gives you a chance to save and at the same time your savings help 
monthly 

Jamaica's development as well as giving you a/chance to win one of 

five big money prizes . So I suggest that you go to your nearest bank 

tomorrow morning , put down 

Bond certificate . It is an 

' your pound and get your National Savings 
and safe 

excellent/investment both for yourself 

and for Jamaica . You can't lose, and both you and Jamaica, can gain 
much e Goodnight . 
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No 493 1) Last Emancipation Day ·Holiday 
2) - :r~ ona to ,.. Pe: ple noldlng Hsjlp:; r~ 

'5--)Follow-up to Exploitation of Symbols 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Aug 2nd at 6 . 15p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

.Good evening : On Monday I spoke about the use and exploitatim 

of our national symbols for strictly commercial pur,poses . I am very 

pleased to tell you that the response to what I said was very strongl 

ag-ainst this practice o Many people got in touch with me to express 

their anger and some of them told me that they have phoned some of 

the rum companies to express their anger at the abuse of the national 

motto . This is a very goo?- thing because if public opinion makes it 

clear that we will not stand for this sort of thing , the people who 

advertise will .be a lot more careful about how they use our national 

symbols in their drive for sales o . 

But because I did not name the company concerned".'.' I told you 
, I . 

that you could find the advertisement for yourselves in Saturday's 

daily paper - some people have protested to t he wrong rum company. 
on Tuesday 

As a result,/I received a letter from Mr . Ken McDonald, the Sales 

Manager of J .Wray and Nephew Ltd . This is Mr . McDonald 's letter: 
, 

"D~ar Mr . Abrahams: It has been brought to my attention by 

~any persons that your commentary over the JoB . Co yesterday ttNxxx:ie 

iEXXE~XXXBXM~it tRKX~KX!M~XNX~t afternoon referred to J .Wray and 

Nephew Ltd. and the special Independence 'Appleton Special' label 

which we have brought out to commemorate Jamaica's Independence . 

I would be grateful if you could, in an early future broadcast, take 

steps to alter this impression . " 

Well, let me make it quite clear that I was not referring to 

the Wray and Nephew labele Their label did no viol ence to the 

national Coat- of-Arms or to the national motto . They printed the 

Coat - of- Arms exactly as it is, and they did not monkey around .with 
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the national motto. They did not turn it into: Out of Many, One Rum . 

I think their label is a dignified commemoration of J amaica's 

independence, in much the same way that you mxg have commemoration 

cups .for .school childreno So it was not Wray and ~ephew I was 

refer ring to . So please stop cussing out Mr . McDonald and his firm . 

They are not the culprits. 

The good thing is that people have reacted in this way . I am 

very happy about it because it i,s only when a vigorous public opinion 

makes it self feJ.t that we will prevent the repition of such abuses . 

, Yesterday the people of this country said a final farewell to 

Emancipation Dayj for ever. When August comes around next year , we 

will celebrate Independence Day. Emancipation Day was a counting of 

the years since Jamaica man became free and ceased to be any ·~an's 

personal property . The first Monday of next August will be year one 

in the new period of history when Jamaica man will have complete and 

absolute control over the shaping of his own destiny . It is a ~harp 

historical break this that makes for two sets of time: Time past, arl 

time future . So, let us resolve to say with the poet : ' The past has 

been a mint of blood and sorrowi -let it not be so for our tomorrow'. 
r 

- , 
We can now count the days and even the hours to midnight on Sunday . 

And I am satisfied in my own mind now, that no matter how great the 

outward show 01' rejoicing , the greatest rejoicing of all will be 

quiet and inside the hearts and minds of all th~ small and unimportant 

people of this land . They know what it is all about e And if there is 

a touch of uncertainty mixed with their rejoicing, that is a good thinB 

Only fools go into the unknown without misgivings . And the people or -

Jamaica are not fools . Goodnight o 

' / 
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Letter from Listner: 
The 70% Free schalarship Place Debate 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

'-1--.t~atur da:;y- August ~ at 6 .15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking . 

. -

~ood evening : I think I have told you before that one of the 

greatest rewards in this job for me is the f low of letters that -I 

receive regularly from listeners . And I am not just thinking of 

letters of approval from people who agree with what I say . I enjoy 

receiving letters of disapproval and disagreement just as much. The 

t hing that makes these letters so important to me is the fact that 

they give me a feeling of intimacy with my listeners : it is a shar:hg 

' of tho1:1ghts and feelings , an exchange o.f _ ideas , an argument between 

friends o And so preparing and broadcasting these commentaries becomB 

a warm and friendly relatio·nshlp with large numbers of people whos e 

faces I do not know but from whose letters I learn a very great deal. 

Indeed , very many of these commentaries are based on questions asked 

by these listeners or on suggestions they have sent to me. And ev~y 

now and then I get a letter from a listener that_either warms my 

heart because of its humanity or because it sheds a bright ray of 

good sense and light on a subject which has been confused by partisan 

or po litical views . · 

A few days ago I received one such letter from Mrs . Rosemary 

Small of . Kingston five . I think there is so much good sense in th:is 

letter, that I should like to r ead it to you . I am sure Mrs . Small 

will not mind if I say that from her letter it is clear t hat she d:ki 

not have the good fortune to have a secondary education . But I have 

come a cross very few people with a secondary education who think as 

clearly and cleanly as she does on one of our most controversial 

education problems today, this problem of the 70% free places for 

primary schools . Here is part of Mrso Small ' s letter : 
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"As a Jamaican I think I should have a voice in what is going 

on around me, and especially in the ,affairs of my countryo Now , sir , 

there is plenty of talk about the percentage of scholarships_for 

different schools . Of what I gather from the new system, the Minister. 

of Education is looking out for the poor children with which I agree 

100%. But at the same time I want to point out that many poor children 

go to preparatory and secondary schools. The mothers of these poor 

children are willing to send their children ·to primary schoo l s but 

when they are sent there the parents find out that the child won 't 

l earn, and in that case there is no opportunity for that child for 

a scholarshiP o And so such a parent dec ides to work hard to send 
-

that child to a prep school where there is more opportunity . In 
not 

these s chools if the child is/bright, he gets more attention, and 

the teachers have all the qualities to understand the child . 'Some 

children need love and affection to learn, and some of the teachers 

in the primary schools are abrupt . Some people blame the low percenlage 

of scholarships granted to primary s chools on the previous government . 

Is it so? Wi ll the primary schools get the amount of passes for this 

7~% grant? What will happen to these children who don 't have a plcm 

of ppportunity? If they go to primary school they wont learn, and . 

if , they are sent to prep school - they will learn but don't get the 

chance for a free place . I will say agin plenty of poor children go 

to prep schools and their parents do all kinds of odd jobs to keep 

them there . On this eve of independence we should think caref ully 

how we handle education because that is what builds a nation ." 

That is Mrs . Small ' s letter. _I will not comment 9n it except 1D 

say that our education autborities would profit greatly by putting as 

much thought into this matter as Mrs . Small has so obviously done a 

Goodnight . 
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No 495 On the Eve of In~end~nce 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmi ssion on 
Saturday August 4 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking o 

Good evening : Tonight I give my last commentary in the old 
' 

J amaica , the J amaica which is a dependent territory of ~reat Britain . 

When I speak to you on Monday , it will be in a new Jamaica , a J ama:1m 

that mus t make all its own decisions without reference to anybody . , 

We have for a few years now enjoyed full internal ~ontrol of all OU' 

own affairs , but in our relations with the outside world Britain ha, 

spoken for us . And ~n other ways Britain has been res ponsible for 

' us o If you compare Jama;ca to a ship entering harbour then you must 

co mpare Britain to the pilot steering that ship safely into harbou~ 

Well, at midnight t omorrow, th~ pilot will have done his job and we 

will take on the steering of the ship . So, in this l as t commentary 

· of mine before indepn~ence , I should like to look back a l i ttle and 

g ive thanks for some of the goo d t h i ngs that have come out of the 

dependent status . Of course there were bad things too, a lot of then. 
/ 

And it is the easiest t hing in the world to ' dwell on those . But t his 

eveni~g I prefer to look on the positive side . 

'I'he first t hing for which I want to give thanks is the peaceftil. 

and orderly way in whi ch J amaica enters on independence . The sociew 

is stable . Its citizens walk their land bin freedom and with a 

basic sense of security in their dignity as men and women . And this 

is no small thing . All -we have to do is look around at the world -
-

to see how very different it could have been . The peopl e of the Corg> 

entered on their indepndence on a terrible wave of violence and 
-

bloodshed and hunger • .And at this very moment they have not yet 

achieved national unity . And the people of Algeria who only recenty 

achieved their independence are in a state of uneasy crisis while 
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their leaders are enagaged in a bitter struggle for power . In other 

places independence has l ed to one party rule and thos·e who are in 

opposition to the ruling par ty are in prisono It could have happened 

here and I think we should all be graaeful that it did not . I think 

we should be grateful to Britain f9r having been a flexible occupying 

power, especially since the nineteen thirties . She could have res isted 

t he pressures of the movement towa ds independence . Other colonial 

powers did . She did not . Instead, 9ie helped us to build up the 
I 

institutions that make for stable societies - We have, an honest, clean 

and non- political civil service that is second to none in the worl~ 

I think the setting up and training of that civil service is one of 

Britain ' s greatest contributions to the order and stability with 

which we move into independence . I think we can afford now, at this 

eleventh hour to say a genuine and sincere thank you to Britain . Cl' 

course we would have chosen not to be colonials at any stage, if we 

had any choice . But since we had to be colonials at a certain point 

in history, being colonial subjects of Britain has made the transi1D:>n 

easier than if we had been subjects of any other colonial power. 

But of course, the greatest impulse to freedom came from Jama:im ' s 

own people and the leaders they threw up in the course of their hist,r 

It goes back to the first rebellious Maroons, and to those slaves wa, 
) 

kept on revolting and it goes back to George William Gordon and Paul 

Bogle and Edward Jordan and Robert Hill and it runs down the years 

to Norman Manley and Alexander Bustamante . These are the pioneers 

who have shaped and forged the freedom and indepamlence on which we 

enter at midnight tomorrow. When the moment ' strikes and the bonfires 

are lit, remember them, look back for a moment , and be grateful for 

the kind and he qaali ty of freedom they have fo.rged for this i s lam 

Now is the time for reflection and thanksgiving . Goodnight . 
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No 496 The First Day of Independence 

NEWS CO TENT.ARY 
For transmJssion on 
Monday August 6 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evehing: And a great and joyous good morning to you all 
' 

on 1his dawn of the birth of Independant Jamaica . This is the first 

day of independence, a great day for all those who have schemed 

and thought and fought for the coming of this day ; and it is _also, 

from this day onward, the greatest day in the history of J amaica . 

So , how did it go ? And what will the historians and the citizens of 

the future say ab.out this day when ·they look back on it? 

I think the verdict of .history will be that it was a peaceful 

day : peaceful in mood, peaceful in spirit , peaceful in atmosphere . 

The years since the second world war have seen a vast number of 

countries become independent . And I do not think that in any single 

one of them has independence come in such a peaceful atmosphere . 

Oh, yes; there was laughter and there was song, and there was the 

mounting excitement as we ap__proached midnight last nighto And this 

excitement burst open like a glorious flower when midnight came and 

Jamaica's flag went up. But over and above all this was the spirit 

of peace . It was there in the great ~tadium where thousands upon 

thousands of peaple witnessed the central ceremony; and it was so 
cities and 

in all the/towns and villages of all Jamaica . I hope all those 

people who .prophesied trouble and all those who tried to frighten 

others by spreading the rumour of trouble around - I hope they will 

take note and be ashamed . And I hope they will l earn to have a litfu 

more faith in the good sense and the basic wisdom of their fellow 

countrymen. It was peaceful ; there was no trouble anywhere . 

Because I wanted to get as -much as possible of the mood and 

f eeling of the people in the first minutes and hours of independenre, 
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I did not go t h the National Stadium. Instead, the whole •family 

stocked up with warm clothes and things to eat and we- went out to 

move among the people . And our little seven-year-old was the most 

excited member of the familyo She had made up her mind that she was 

going to be up to welcome the dawn of an independent Jamaica . 

At our village of Red Hills people had started gathering at the 

square as early as eig~t o'clock . And the same was true for the pa:ple 

of Rock Hall and Padmore and Cypruss Hall and Sterling Castle and 

Above Rocks and Parks Road and all the other small places where we 

went . And everybody was sober and wai ting .- Many were in ,churches and 

many were on their way to church . And the lights were on and the 

sound- systems were ready for the great linking up with the stadium • . 

And then we drove down into Kingston, passing groups of young people 

at spots from which they could look down on the city when the firework 

started o ✓ And in Kingston, on the housing estates off Washington 

Boulevard, on the Spanish Town Road , around Back- 0- Wall , all over 

Kingston , wherever we went , it was the same . eaceful and expectant -

a people waiting for the great symbolic moment ., 

And as the hour approached we drove back into the hills . And 

at our village all the people had gathered in - the square and our 

own simple cerempny, like similar simple seremonies throughtout 

the island began . 11 Jamaica was joined together , united in the 

same thoughts and feeling , awaiting the same moment . And I knew 

that as long as I lived, I would never forget this momento But even 

more important : I looked down at my little daughter of seven and I 

saw stars in her eyeso And I prayed that the peace of these first 

moments of independence would stay }'lith Jamaica forev:er, that the 

stars would always shine in the eyes of its little children o 

Goodnight. 
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No 497 The Day of Independence 
Some impressions 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday August 7 at 6.15p . m 
Peter Abr~hams speaking 

Good evening :. _ Like most of you , I am very tired this -evening 

and in no mood for work and the thought of having t o turn out to work 

tomorrow is not a happy one . Like most of you, I have celebrated 

' a little too much possibly. There have been all the parties , the 

official ones and the very many unofficial ones . And let us face it,, 

the wine of the country has flowed freely and I have my share of it . 

Independence does not come every day - indeed, it comes only once 

in t he life of a . country -- ·~ and so , after the first solemn moments 
--~" 

I have had a ball ·and I , hope all of you have also had a ball. So , 

before we settle down to the realities o,f the work-a-day world , let 

' me -try and re'call some of the nigh moments of the celebrations for 

me o 

I think first and foremost , I will always remember the children . 

Monday morn;ng was their time . And our school up in Red Hills was 

typical or· what happened at schools all over the islands o The kids 

had their treat, they marched , and then they ate and drank their . 

fill . But just to say this is to paint a false picture o To ,get the· 

true picture you have to be ther e and to see the faces of the childen . 

Little eyes shine like stars , little faces light up in radiant smiJes 

and little hands tremble as they receive their independence gifts 

and wave their independence flags . Then they show you their independen 

buttons and try out their independence pens, often on the palms of 

their hand.s o And then of course , there was the singing of t he children 
and beautiful 

and I know no sound as pure and innocent/as the voices of children 

raised in song. I think that apart from that highly significant 

moment at midnight on Sunday , the t one that will linger longest in 
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my memory is that of the children and the pure and unclouded joy 
-with which they celebrated the coming of Jamai ca ' s independence o 

/ 

There were other moments that · will linger long in my memory . 

One of the most important was just before midnight on Sunday when 

we found ourselves in a warm and friendly crowd of people on the 

streets, all listening to the bro~dcast from the stadium . It was 

at the point where the leaders of all the churches prayed God ' s 

plessing _on the nation about to be borno The, last of the prayers 

was by 

/ 

voice broke with emotion, and although we could not see him we all 

knew that tears of gratitude for a long dream fulfilled, and of 

hope for the future were running down his face . And we were not 

ashamed of our tears o 

There were other moments . The moment of meeting the charming 

Princess ; the meetings with great and near-great visitors from 

all over the world who have come he~e to ce l ebrate Jamaica ' s 

Independence with us . There was the moment when the fireworks 

display started . And there was the very long stretch of time when 

the two radio stations combined together to MKRXXN ax~xa~x bring a 

sense of one-ness to all the people of this island, no matter where 

they were o One distinguished visitor came to my home on .Monday mormng 

t ~xx just to tell me t hat in a long life time of travelling and 

sharing in celebrations - he had seen practically every African 

independence celebration - he had nev~r seen anything like this. Ard 

the thing that~ im most ~fall, he said, - was the quiet discjp..1 
- n 

of the Jamaican people. And because I have great respect for this mn ' s 

opinion I was proud and happy that he should be so impressed by the 

people of this island. Tomorrow I'll tell you why. So till then, 
Goodnight . 
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No 498 The People of I ndepndent J amaica 

NEWS COMlVJENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday August 8 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaki ng 

• 

Good eveni ng : When all the ceremonies of our independenc e 

celebr ations are over , when t ur Royal vistor and all our other 

distibgui shed guests have gone, when the d~corations are taken down 

and the coloured lights are put 'away and we are all back in the 

working world of hard realities , how will we look back on these 

celebrations ? And what will be the opinions these v i stobs carry 

away fi!ID:x:t with them? 

I think t he over-riding impression t hese v isitors will carr y 

away will be of an ,orderly, d. iscpi lined and mature people; a people 

who know the _ meaning o/f freedom and independence . This is no . 

expr es sion of some p ous patriotic home. This is a fact which I 

heard f rom many of t hes e vis t t QDBt themselves o Many of them came 

her e with only the haziest notions about J amaica . Many of them 

thought J amai ca was just a duplicate of a small Af r ican state set 
-

in the Car ibbean s ea . Others t hought i t was ju~t another ~ax~ small 

Latin American country. I even met one or two people who seemed 

sur pr ised that we spoke English . And I am sorry to say that I even 

heard one visiting jour nalist sound_ as though he expected t o come 

to some wild and savage country where half- nake§. natives liv e in 

some sor t of juggi e , and practice all the savagery , and juju nonsen 

that many westerners expect f r om all dark- skinned people . 

And I am very happy to say that I have watched some of t h ese 

people get o~e shock after another as they came into contac t with 

the Jamaican people at all levels . What . I am not so happy about 

is the fact that an American visitor came to me on Sunday morning · 

to check on whether it wouJd be safe to go to the stadium o Some 
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Jaiacan had warned him that there would be trouble . I n fact , I was 

very angry when I heard this and I urged my friend most strongly to 

go to the stadium. He went . And on Monday morning he phoned me to 
'-

say what a wonderful and inspiring experience i t was . And then he 

a s ked t he ques t ion I half expected . He wanted to know why t his 

particular ,Jamaican bad tried to sell his country short o I told him 

what I have sai d very often on this subject . I told him that there 

are still a handful of Jamaicans who have no faith in the vast 

majority of t heir fellow Jamaicans o He understood this o He said the 

same sor t of diehar di r eactionaries adopted the same sort of attitude 

in his country o The good things was that this man had proo~ positive 

of . t he maturit y and balance of the Jamai can people by watching them 

live up to a high occasion o And I know he i s one of many who will 

go away and who will say that at the moment of inddppnntmce the 

people of Jamaica proved that they were the most mature , that -they 

were the most politically sophisticated, that they understood the 

business of power and the use of power better than any other country 
/ 

which has become independent since world war two. More than in all 

those other countries, democracy and the liberty of the citizen 

are based on solid foundations . And this is so because the people 
I 

of this society , not just the leaders, understand the meaning of 

freedom and independence . 

And so, in spite of all the problems ahead of us, and the greaiBs 

of these is the poverty a mong the mass of our people, and for 

democracy to smrvive we must overcome it - in spite of this, my 

faith in the future of this country is based on the understand and 

the wisdom shown in these past few days by all the ordinary and 

hijmble people of this independent Jamaica o '.Bb4xieii tti8i?&I~ad ilsa:s-e 

S~l,Y 
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No 500 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

EzmEX~EllBlllXm£xbr E±gmcRJeia±i~J'll( 
Russian call f or Di ~&omatic Relations: 

Possible Implications · 

Friday August 10 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

• I 

Good evening : The Russian Premier , Mr . Khrushchev sent Sir 

Alexander Bustamante a telegram congratulating the people of Jamaica 

on their at t ainment of indepElBrleBce. This w_as f i ne o But the Soviet 

government also declared its recognition of Jamaica as a sovereign 

and indepElBnent state and expressed its readiness to immediately 

establish diplomatic relations between the two countries . And there 

lies one of our key foreign relations problems . Should Jamaica or 
I 

should Jamaica not establish dip l omatic relations with Russia~? 

At his Press Conference on Tuesday afternoon at the university 

where we housed the visiting press , one of the foreign press people 

asked whether Jamaica intended to establish diplomatic relations 

with the comm:unist countrieso Sir Alexander did not say . I am very 

glad that he held his peace until the Cabinet has discussed the 

matter and made its decision . But I also think that the Cabinet will 

have to make up its collective mind quite soon . 

The government of Jamaica , and indeed both parties , have made 

it qui~e clear that they regard Jamaica as being quite firmly in the 

Western camp . So there is no doubt on t his score . The Russians know 

it and the Americans know it o But in spite of this the Russians 

have gone through the normal procedure of good diplomatic pract~ce 

and sent us th~ir good washes, announced their recognition of our 

independence and invited us to establish diplomatic relations . So , 

what are the possible problems involved? 

First let us consider the consequences of refusing to establish 

diplomatic relations . The Prime Minister could write to Mr . Khrushche~ 

thanking him for his good w~shes and recognition and say that ~ 
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we are a poor and small country who cannot afford to was te any of 

our resources on setting up Missions in countries with whom we do 

no business o To this Mr . Khrushchev mi ght reply : It is pr ecisely fo r 

~hat reason, my friend, t hat we should establish diplomatic relations 

so that we can do business with you . He might even throw in the offer 

of technival aid from Russia . So it seems to me that if we do try 

a polite bru sh- off i t will not succeed . 

But what if we reject the invitation to establish diplomatic 

relations outright? I think t hey will block our entry into the United 
Our 

-ations . They already have some grounds/ / i handling of the . last 

visit of the Russian ships was not very diplomatic o And the Premier's 
'?"\ 

off- the - cuff remarks in New York did not improve matters . I think 

the Russ i ans are very reluctant to oppose our- membership of the United 

Nations . Not because they car e particularly about us but because 

they want to have a: t he goo'd opinion of the Afro - Asian bloc of natm s . 

It is only if they can show beyond all doubt that t hey have behaved 

reasonably and t hat we have been hostile and provocative t hat they 

wil l resort to vetoing our membership . And if we reject their latest 

overture they will have three pretty strong counts against us which 

even the Afr icans may accept. Can we stall them until after our 

adm1 ttance to the U . N.? 1y gue s s s that if 1:re s tall t hem t hey will 

stall o,ur admittar!ce o We can certainly try it and see what happens . 

But it mi ght well be that t he Russian price for our admittance to tre 

U. N. is t he establishment of diplomatic relations . Certainly~ our 

first forei gn r elat ions problem looks like being a very tricky one . 

Goodnight . 
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No 501 1) Representation in Jige:r ia, Ghana, Trinidad · 
2) Busta on Taxes 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday August 11 at 6 . 15p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : At his Tuesday Press Conference Sir Alexander 

Bustamante did say that there would be increased r elationships 

between Jamaica and Nigeria and Ghana. Just what the Prime Ministe~ 

meant by 'increased relationships' is not very clear though I 
I 

suppose a fair guess would be the setti~g up of trade and diplomatic 

mis-sions o If this is the case, then it is a decision to be welcomed. 

An even more important and welcome decision, I think , would be 

an announcement f rom the Prime Minister that Jamaica wi ll establish 

a High Commission Office in Trinidad to cover the Eastern Caribbean. 
' 

Last Saturday Trinidad Premier , Dr . Eric Wliiams made it clear that 

Trinidad proposed to establish a High Comrniss~ion Office in Jamaica 

as soon as possible after independenceo I t~ink this is no· more tha1. 

practical sense and realism . In the:i.r own interests Jamaica, Trinidad 

and the Federation of the Eight will have to work out a common 

approach in a number of fieldso I think broad agreement on foreign 

policy for the reg ion is going to be very important; I t h ink wor~irg 

out some agreement on th~ marketing of our agricultural produce is 

another important area; I t hink Dr . Williams ' Caribbean Common Market 

idea is another very important area in which we must co - operate . The 

alternative to co~operation and a common approach wherever possible 

is destructive and cut- throat competition among ourselves and 

political ineffectiveness on the world stage. For these reasons I 

" hope the Jamaican government will set up a High Commission Office 
I 

in Port - of- Spain . 

Now for a word on taxat'ion. When the Prime Minister answered 

a que tion about the ' haves' · and ' Have - nots' at the same press 
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conference, he said , and now I quote his own \·lords : "Let me be very 

frank with you: those who can ~ay, will have to pay a little more 

taxes . " So it is just a matter of -time before some of our taxes go up 
' To me this has come as no surprise, no matter what was said at election 

I 
time . Either taxes had to go up or else the promise to make things 

better for, the ' Have-nots ' had to be broken o- It had to be one or 

the other; it could not be both . For the details of just what taxes 
I 

will go up, fe will have to wait . But there are pointers to some of 

the things that will not go upo 

For instance I think it is most unlikely that an indirect tax 

will be pl aced on all those goods which, to use Mr. Lightbourne ' s 

phrase , "are in daily common use" o All you have to do is stop and 

think of all those things whic)l are in daily common use among the 

majority of the people and you will have some idea o Food, clothing, 

household good, rum, local beer, local cigarettes and so forth . These 

are the things r o Lightbourne has promised to bring under price 

control . And so it is most unlikely that a tax -increase will be pla:ed 

on these things . Increases may of course be placed on luxury items 

like imported liquors and cigarettes and the like . A new business iBc 

7. 
is also a possibility, and would certainly like to see a tax incree:e 

f\ 
on these huge imported American cars. But the most likely thing is in 

increase in personal income tax in the higher brackets . 

I know we none of us like taxes, but if we are to create a soCEty 
economic 

in which no man lives below a certain/level, then we must find the 

money for it . And taxation and increased production are the only WEY3 

in which we can find the money. Goodnight. 
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ts O 502 First Anniversary of Berlin Wall 

NEW'S COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday August 13 at 6 al5pom 
Peter Abrahams speaking · 

' 

Good evening : It was on August 13th, 1961 , exactly a year ago 

' today, -that the East German communists built The Wall between Eas t 
and 

/ 3f West Berlin. For all the people of Europe , and indeed for t he 
central 

rest of the world , Berl_in had become the/battleground between communis 

and democracy . A year ago there was fighting going on in South- East 

Asia between communists and non-communists . And elsewhere, in many 

parts of the world , the Americans as the strongest pow~r i n the 
. 

non-communist world, tried to hold the line against the Russians, 

the strongest power in the communist world . The great war of ideas 

and propaganda was , a year ago , 'being waged everywhere : in Africa, 

in Asia, in Latin America , as well as in Europe. But nowhere EiKR 

on earth was the Cold ar being fought as bitterly, as savagely and 

as cunningly as in Berlin. 
' 

I am sure most of ' you know the background to t he Berlin story . 

Aft~r the second world war , in which America , Russia# , Britain a~d 

France were on the same side, defeated Germany was divided .up into 

zones of occupationo But when Russia and her western allies fell out, 

Germany was divided into t wo o From as far back as May of 1952 , the 

borders between East and West Germany were closed o The only po int 

where there was any sort of contact between East and West Germany 

was in Berlin . In the divided city workers from the East could cross 

over to work in the West and go back home in the evenings o But this 
\ 

led to something the communists did not likeo 

Berlin was, in fact a sort of shop window where anyone could 

look at both communism and democracy at the same time and take his or 

her pick o There, side by si'de , you could judge the two opposing system 
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And millions of Germans and other Europeans did judge the two systems . 

East Germany and East Berlin were in economic trouble . Food was 

short and drab and unexciting and many people went hungry o Agriculture 

was in a mess, and here as elsewhere the communists seemed utterly 

unable to win tte confidence of the peasants or' to get them to 

produce a decent sized crop of any kind . It seems to me that this 

inability of the communi sts to come ta grips with the problems of 

agriculture may have a very great influence on the future of communEm . 

In any eventi, in agriculture, in industry and in ·every other sector 

of the economy the East Germans were in a mess . In contrast, the 

West Germans were doing a booming business . Their farms produced 

enough to eat and to export; the hum of their factories ensured 

steady work and high wages and their shops were filled with f~od and 

clothes an~ all the things that make for civilised li~ing . Alld in 

Berlin all this could be seen . The communists and t he non- communists 

had started off from the same place at the same time. And non- commuist 

were doing to much better than the communists that it was not funny. 

And so we had the great waves of escapes from the east to the west, 

across the comparatively easy and open border between East and West 

Berlin. · And by 1961 the wave of escapes had be come such a tide that 

the cbmmunists had to do something . And so, on the 13th of August, 
in doing this they . 

1961, they built t he Wall and/admitted to the world that they had 

turned their state into a vast prison camp for its people. I think 

they also acknowledged by this act the fact th~t if the people of 

Germany or of Europe had any freedom of choice , very few of them 

would choose communism. I thi~k the Wall was a major admission of 

defeat for communism in Europe o Goodnight. 
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No 503 The Wall, the World and Ourselves 

NEWS CO 1ENTARY 
. For transmis s ion on 

Tuesday August 14 at 6ol5p .m 
Peter Abrahams. speaking 

Good evening: Whenever I have discussed some aspect of foreign 

politics, such as the anniversary of the com~unists ' putting up of 

the Wall between East and West Berlin, wit h which I dealt l ast night , 

I always find listeners a sking : why? They want to k!now why I dealt 
particular 

with that/subject and what bearing 1 t has on what happens in Jamaim . 

I think much t hat happens in the outside world willin the f uture , 

as it has in the past , great influence what happens in our world . 

·Whether we like it or not , we are a part of the bigger world and 
_ bigger 

we cannot escape being affected by what goes on in t he/world . The 

hard and ugly realities of life will _not disappear simply because 

we shut our eyes and pretend t h~y are no~ there. We cannot banish 

the fears of an atomic war by saying we will have no part in it ; ani 
/ ~ou know, the wind t hat plows r adio - active fall - out across t he earth, 

/ 

does so with a fine impatbiality . It will not say : Jamaicans don ' t 

know about t hese things or Jamaicans don ' t care about these things, 

so we will pas s them by o No, Jamaica is as much a part of h i story as 

is Berlin o And I think it is only if we understand this that we will 

be able to t h ink and act constructively a.nd creatively in the 

days t hat are ahead . 

Let me try and s pell out what I me an in very concrete terms . 

Cuba , just 90 miles away from us has set out on the Marxist communia:, 

roado ,hether we like it or not, this is fact o I think we all of us 

know the history behind this choice o It was tbe way chosen by the 

people of Cuba to rid themselves of political dictatorship and 

economi c desperation . Now , the people themselves may not have. i n tenile 
to replace the Batista dictator shi p by a d i ctatorship of the communis 
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party . But this- is the situation today which is just 90 mi l es away 

from us . A very easy and convenient and ostri ch•li'ke t hing t o do i s 

to say ' Allright , t ha t is Cuba . hese things happened because there 

was a di ct a torshi p and ,a fantastic degree of economic imperialism 

from the United St ates. We are not a Latin country . We have had no 

dictatorshiP o These t hings cannot happen here .~ Life would be v ery 

wonderful if things were as simple as that. The troub~e is that it 

~ happen here . We have the first and most important pre-condition 

for it to happen here : We have poverty on a very striking scale 

among - the majority of our people and we have the economic wealth of 

the nation concentrated in a very few hands o I am sure mos t of you 

still remember the very pow~rful argument about the ' haves ' and the 

' Have- nots' t hat Mr . Seaga put up before the J.L .P . won power . If 
ever 

t he day/comes when the ' have- nots ' see no hope of improving their 

conditions under our present system of government, they may turn t tleir 

backs on this. system and try a di ctatorshtp , e i ther of the right or · 

of the left o And· no amount of talk about the liberties of the indivflua 

will count for much o To the man who is desperately hungry the most 

import,ant freedom of all is freedom from hunger . These are all t hirg3 

we have to face up to and live with . For ' instance, the W-all and the . 
si t uation in Ea.st and West Germany is a clear l ess.on t hat the .only 

way to contain the communi st idea is to create economic prosperity md 
to --

/share it out relatively evenly . An d Cuba, . 90 miles away , faced with 

her own problems , is a remmnder that the Cold War is on our doorstEl) 

and could be within our gates overnight . So whatever happens anywhere 

in t he world these days , is very much J our business . To increase wrmt 

we have and t .o defend what we value, we must understand the world 

around us and try to help shape ito Goodnight . 
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No 504 _ The Choral Concerts conducted by James Verity 

Ew'S CO:M.ME.NTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday August 15 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams sp eaking 

Good evening : I went to a concert at the State Theatre last 

Sunday morning, and ever since I have been looking for words to 

tell you about it , and to try and persuade as many of you as possible 

to go and listen to this concert . I wish that we had not, all of us , 

over-used and abused words like :_ good , excellent , beautiful , rare , 

great . But we have . Very often we have u s ed any one of these five 

words to describe what is Just passable or what is plain ~~Sif, . And 

so it is that when there is a real need t o use t hese words they haw 

lost their value . So I i~XR~X am not quite sure inmy own mind wh etrer 

you will put t he same value on t he words wen I say t hat I thought 

the whole concert .was good, with moments of excellence i I thought 
all . _ 

t h e singing was beautif½l at/times ; I thought the intimacy and senoo 

of unity between the c_onductor and the two gundred and seventy- five 

singers was something- rare ,. certainly it was someth ing I had not 

encountered &:n any other concert in Jamaica previously . And I think 

Mr . James Verity did a great Job in training this vast choral group 

in a relatively short space of time so that they could sing some of 

the most difficult choral music in the world , and sing it so well . 

For me that Choral Concert at the State on Sunday morning was 

possibly the most rewarding of all the activities put on by the Arts 

Celebrations Bommittee . Of all the activities , this was somethin~ 

uniquely new . We had put on plays before , we had put on paggants 

before , we had put on roadside concerts o And of course we had put 
were 

on choral conc erts too . But t h e scale and the quality x~x completeJ;y 

different . Never before had the Jamaica Amateur Operatic Society , 

and t he East Queen Street Young Men ' s Fraternal , and the East Queen 
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Street Baptist Chttnoh~±~EE Choir, and the Diocesan Festival Choir, 

and the Christ Chnnch Vineyard Town Choir - never before had these 

choral groups come together and been blended so completely and so 

beautifully into one glorious mass choir, joyously disciplined 

under the control of a good musician . I understand that one or t wo 

musical group,s, for petty personal rea~ons, did not take _part when 
-

invited o I am sorry but I think the loss is theirs . I think all our 
poss11:jl.y 

local conductors can _learn · a great deal from Mr . Verity. And/the 

_most important thing they _could learn from him is· how to get the 

best out of the people with whom he workso It was a joy for me to 

watch what I can only describe- as a sort of continuous love aff,t'air 

between the conductor and his musicianso 

So please, if_you are a lover of good music, do go and see one 

of these Choral Concerts . You will find it most rewarding as music 

and it is something new which was not possible three months ago . In 

fact r · am convinced that only Mr . James Verity -could have successftiily 

created this mass choir at this time . Th~re is a performance on 

at the State at eight o'clock tomorrow night - and then every Thurs­

day at the same time until the end of the month . For those who pee:fter 
next 

a Sunday morning, there is a performance/am Sunday morning at eleven . 

One of t he most disappoint$ng things for me was that the State was 

half empty last Sunday morning o In part this was due to the bad 

handling of publicity . But I do feel that our audiences should also 

make a special effort when we do have something as good as this. Bl 

there is no need to scold. If you r eally do love good music you will 

make sure that you go to one of these . great choral concerts. They 

will only be on another f our times. If you miss them, you will be 

the loser. Goodnight o 
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No 505 Ambassador to U. S . & Cordova Gleaner Letter 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday August 16 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking ~ 

Good evening : On the editorial page of today ' s , 1eaner there 

is a letter signed by a Mr o Altamont de Cordova of Montego Bay whi <h 

accusies me of trying to stir up colo8r prejudice . The reason why 
' 

Mr . de Cordova makes this charge against me is because he said I 

disapproved of the appointment of Mr o N.N . Ashenheim as Jamaica ' s 

Amibassador to Washington an the grounds that his skin was too lig:tt 

in colour . That is the essence of Mr . de Cordova's charge . 

Let us now contrast t0at charge with the facts . I made my 

comments on the appointment to the Washington Embassy exactl~ a week 

ago, on Thursday August 9th . I spent nearly all my time discussing 

t he structure of our foreign representation , not only in Washington 

but elsewhere o .And it was only in the last half to ~hree- quarters 

of a ~inute that I r eferred specifically to t he appointment of -Mr . 

Ashenheim .\ And this is what I said : 

"As to the appointment itself , I t hink the government has made 

the bes tt choice possible . Mr . Ashenheim is both able and experienced, 

and I am sure he can do a first - class job . My only misgiving is that 

our Washington Embassy might give the appearance and impression t hat 

Jamaica is a predominantly fair-skinned countryo And this might be 

a r eal handicap in today's Washington where the dark- skinned diplomats 

f ar outnumber the fair ones, and where the Ad.ministration is very 

sensitive and responsive to the representations of t hese dark diplomat, 

This is a practical, not a racial po int . " 

Those are the words I used specifically about Mr . Ashenheim 's 

appoi ntment, and it is on t he basis of those words that Mr . Cordova 

accuses me of trying to stir up colour prejudice . Now , how f ar do ~ 
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you go with this sort of thing? Are we now not to- say that we see 

a point of practical disadvantage because the person concerned 

happens to be fair- skinned? Are we to lie and be dishonest simply 

to avoid being accused of stirring up colour prejudice? In any event 

in this case it seems to me that it is Mr . de Cordova who is obsesml 

with colour prejudice . Four - fifths of what I said seems to have 

passed him by o The one thing that seems to have stuck in his mind 

is the fact that I mentioned fair - skinned and dark-skinned . Everythhg 

else I said - and I think the other things I said were very much mere 

importan t - seem not to have registered o I wonder' why? I think 

we want to watch this thing ·very carefully . There are people amongm 
of 

who will try to stifle all f reedom/~u expression and criticism by 
' . . 

shouting 'colour prejudice ' any time any one says something they do 

not like . I think Mr . de Cordova was guilty of this . If he were 

really interested in the facts he could have got the text of what I 

said from the J . BoC o 

But let us get back to the appointment of Mr . Ashenheimo There 

are a number of people both inside and outside our parliamentt who , 

are not happy about it: some for political reasons and some for 

practical reasonso And I think this is going to be the big thing¢ 

when we have our first foreign affairs debate . I think some of the 

views that will be expressed then will be less to the liking of Mr . 

de Cordova than were . The one aspect of Mr . de Cordova ' s letter that 

irritated me is . his apparent low opinion of the intelligence of th nd 

of Jamaicans ' who do not have a high degree of education '. Book leanin 

I think, is not the same things as wisdom and understandin ; and that 

the Jamaicans have. Goodnighto 
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No 506 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

~ ExGmxR~l!1mm~%XX~~x 
The J • • a. and the 

Friday Augus't 17 at 6 ol5p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking . 

or . gricul t.1r e 

Good evening: I think we all know that agriculture is still 

the cornerstone of t .he Jamaican economy!> We have made great strHie s 

in trade and industry,and mining and tourism contribute gr~atly to 
vast 

the national economy . But the/majority of J amaicans stil4 make their' 

living off the Jamaican earth . So, what happens in agriculture is -

and will be for a long time to come - of paramount importance to all 

Jamaicao If we are to balance our trade by cutting down on tne impcirts 

o food, then our agriculture must be so organised that it will feed 

all the people and perhaps still have something left over for expom . 

All this would mean that we must bring more of the Jamaican earth 

under cultivation, that we must protect our lan~ better, that we mus t 

use more modern and up to date methods to achieve higher production 

per acre and greater efficiency from each person . 

Certainly, all things ' being- eq~al , one would have thought that 

these are the priorities o I t hink it would have been reasonable for 

anybody to assume that · the government and- all our other agencies 

concerned with agriculture would have seen these as the major probiems 

ncreasing the land under cultivatioh , better land protection and . 
1 have been 

usage and greater efficiency o I think it would/EE reasonable for 

us to assume that if there were any fight within our farming intermts 

it would have been on how best to achieve these ends .~ Unhappily this 

is not t he situation and ever since the last election I have watched 

a very sad and disturbing pattern unfolding. There is a fight in our 

agricultural ciricles . It has _ many as pects or manifestations. For 

instance on Tuesday of t his week fifteen hundred delegates of the 

Coffee Growers Co - operative Federation decided at a stormy meeting 
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that they would fight the government ' s move t h amend the regulations 

g~x~irnmEH% ~governing ~he membership of the Coffee Industry Board • .ml 

on the same day there were sto~my scenes that' nearly broke up the 

half - yearly meeting. of the Vere Cane Farmers Association . And these 

are only to instances that, can be multiplied . 

But are these conflicts on how best to use the land? Indeed no . 
/ 

They are , in the main , straight political conflicts : and this is the 

tragedy and the danger of this situation . 

Take the case of the Coffee Growers o The Bill to amend the 
\ 

regulations governing membership of the Coffee Industry Board had 

its first r eading in the House of Representatives on July 24th . The 

main feature of the Bill¢' i s to give the Minister greater contro l 

over the composition of the Boardo He will give final aproval to 

three out of five of the Growers ' nominees and he will appoint the 

chairman. I n other words the real fight is political . It is a fight 

for the political control of the running of the industry . 
' 

The same sort of thing is going on in the bigger Jamaica 

Agricultural Society its~lf . , It is no secret that at least 90% of 

its ~oard of Management are , to put it mildly , pro - P oN.P . The Ministe 

of Agriculture , Mr . Gyles , knows this . For a long time he has been 

the lone J . L . P. member on the J . A. s . Board . And so now he has put 

the quarter of a million pounds government grant to the Society on 

reserve , which means the Society has to go to him cap i n hand every 

time it needs operational money . ~,r . Gyles, let us face it, is usirg 

the pressure of his office against those whom he regards as his 

political opponents . And they in turn are reacting as though Mr . 

Gyles~ their political opponent . The unhappy fact is that both 

sides know this to be a straightforward power political scrap . And 

1 t is ~ ~~XXIX this S«:maqX that makes 1 t danger ous . 
I'll tell you why tomorrow o Goodnight 
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\ · No 507 . The J .A. s . , the Government & the Problem of Leacirs 

EWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday August 18 at 6 ol5pom 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening~ I think we can fairly say that if the top leadas 

of the Jamaica Agricultural Society had been pro - J . L .P . inst~ad of 

pro-P .N.P. we would not now be witnessing this fight between the 

Minister of Agriculture and the J .A. S . But the moment we say .this, · 

we are saying something more : we are ·saying that the J .A;S . has in 
' " 

fact become politically identified with one party o Let us not shut 

our eyes to the fact that the two outstanding figures in the ' J .A.S ., 

~...r . Rudolph Burke and Mr . Willie Henry are also prominent figures 

in the P .N. P . 

Ij' the whole thing is viewed in this strictly party political 

light Mr . Gyles attempts to give the leadership of our agr cultural 

bodies a more J.L . P . look are -reasonable: reasonable that is, if 

we feel that our agricuituraJ organisations should in fact %XkBXIDI 

become part of the party political structure of the country. 

I personally think it would be a serious mistake to turn our 

agricultural bodies into party political institutions . The fact that 

the J .A. S . seems to have moved somewhat in that direction , is no 

justification for pushing 1 t the whole way .- I think the t op leadership 

of the J .A.S. is to blame for the impression that it is a pro - P .N. P. 

body . But I do hot think this justif i es Mr . Gyles either trying to 

break it or capture it fo r the J . L.P . by manipulating its leadership . 

I think a really enli~htened approach to our agricultural bodies 

would be for the Mini ster to say: 'Look gentlemen, we are all ent i tled 

to our own political views because this is a free country . Unfortunat 

some agricultural leaders have in the past used their organisations 
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to further the political interests of one party . This must stop. 

As farmers and leaders of farmers our main interests should be to 

further the interests of the nation in general and of our farming 
in 

comnn:mity/a«~ particul~r o Our first job is to produce food and 

exports for the nation •.• And this is .how I think we should go about 

it. 11 

I think if the Minister had done this : if he had gone to our 

farmers and our farming bodies , and said let us forget party politics 

now and get on with the job - I think he would have won the support 

of the rank and file membership of the J oA. S o RNNXXN2 and the respect 

of all farmer, of whatever political view, in Jamaica. Unfortunately 

the new Minister seems just as politically partisan in his handling 

pf agriculture as those whom he criticises . 
' especia ly the JW.n 

I t hink there have been indications ~hat many farmers/are not 
the role of 

hap~y about/ th~ J . A. So . at the present time . Some of these people -has 

called openly for a change of leadership . But Mr . Gyles approach has 

made them rally around the old leadership . 

It seems to me that as well as hurting our agricultural production 

this injection of party polit ics into agriculture cou~d lead to a 

real split between town and country . The farmers may get utterly fro. 

up with being manipulated politically and set up their own party to 

fight the town politicians . 

And so, I sincerely hope that both the Minister of Agriculture 
-

and the leade'i .. s of· t he .Jamaica Agricultural Society, will stop and 

think carefully before the fight between them gets out of hand. 

Goodnight. 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

Vere John, f Attack 

Monday August 20 at 6.15 p.m. 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Well r ~seem to be in trouble again and this time 

even my poor wife has been dragged into it. Some of you will 

remember that on Thursday, August 16 I discussed a letter by Mr. 

Altamont deCordova pubiished in the Glee~er of that day in which 

he accused me of trying to stir up colour prejudice because of 
/ 

what I said about. the appointment of Mr. N. N. Ashenheim as 

Jamaica's .Ambassador in Wa.shington. 

Vere Johns really has a go at me. 

Well, in today's Star Mr. 

You will remember that I then set out exactly what I had in 

fact said. I am doing it again for the third time. This is 

what I said when I referred specifically to Mr. Ashenheim's appoint­

ment:- " 

"As to the appointment itself, I think the government has made 

the best choice possible. Mr. Ashenheim is both able and exper-

ienced, and I em sure he 'can do a first-class job. My only mis-

giving is that our Washington Embassy might ~ive the appea.in ce and 

impression t~at Je.maica is a predominantly fair-skinned country. 

And this might be a real handicap in today's Washington where the 

dar t -skinned diplomats far outnumber the fair ones, and where the 

Administration is v-ery sensitive and responsive to the represent8-

tions of these dark diplomats. This is a practical, not a racial 

po'i.nto 

Unfortunately, Mr. Vere Johns only read Mr. DeCordova•s letter. 
-

He did not hear my broadcast of Thursday, August, 9, when I origin-

ally discussed the Washington appointment. He did not hear my _ 

broadcast of Thursday August 16, when I corrected Mr.deCordova•s 
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false accusation for trying to stir up colour prejudice. Instead 

on the ba.sis of Mr. deCordova•s letter he made the same accusation 

again. Now I am suppose to have said "Mr. Ashenheim skin is 

too white"o The fact that I never said anything of the k~nd is 

just a small unimportant detail. I had always thought and I still 

think that one of the first responsibi1ities of a journalist is to 

make sure of his facts before la.unching a crusade. Certainly in 

the case of a journalist of the standing and the experience of 

Mr. Vere Johns I would have thought he would automatically have 

checked before using such strong language as "gross impertinence" 

bad taste and the like. 

rn · a11 the time that I have been in Jamaica, and it has been 

a very happy and a very rewarding time, this is the first time 

that any Jamaican has called me an "outsider". I a.m · ~er.y_ sorry.; 

about this because I have become so involved in Jamaica that I 

had forgotten that there were people like Mr. Johns who will be 

only too quick to remind me that I am an outsider if they disapprove 

of what I said. The irony of this situation is that Mr. J 0 hns 

called me an outsider because he disapprove of something which in 

fact I did not sayo 

If it is any comfort to Mr. Johns· I should like him to know 

that he did succeed in upsetting me. I have sent the text of what 

I actually said in full to the Star and .it will be interesting to 

see if Mr. Johns will correct the very nasty impression he created 

by publicly accusing me of something I have not done. Goodnight. 
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No 5Clff Expulsion of Two Chnnchmen from Ghana 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For transmissiof on 

~ ~ day ugust 2~ at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Last Mqnday the Ghvernment of the Republi c of Ghana 

expelled two Anglican bishops from t he country . The reason f or the 

expulsion was that the Bishop of Accra, Dr . Richard Roseveare , had 

criticised t he Ghana National Youth Movement as a ' go dless ' onganisati 

The two Bishops t hen went to Nigeria ; and last Wednesday the Bishop 
" - ·public -
of Accra issued h is first/statement as an interview wit h a Lagoa 

daily newspaper . In this statement t he Bishop said t hat the Ghan a 

- Government h~d ' incr easingly adopted a policy of confining the a~tmi:x 

activities of the Church to mere worship and piety 1 o The Bishop a lso 

comp lained that two pro - Government newspapers had atta~ked him 

viciously for what he had sai d -without actually letting their r eaders 

know exactly what he had saido He said he went so far as t o send , a 

copy of the sermon to which the government opjected to t h e paper s :1n 
I / 

t h e hope that they would publish it . 

It was after t his that the waves· of reaction came . Christians 

everywhere were, quite naturally, against the expulsions and sai d ro 

very forcefully o And ·or course the old familiar business of saying / 

Ghana was as bad as South Africa was again trotted out o On the other 

side of the penny, many people , both in Jamaica and elsewhere, who 

would have made a very great fuss i f t he expulsions had in fact taken 

plave in South Africa - these people were strangely silent . To t heee 

people t here seems to be a subtle and delicate colour distinction 

to good and bad . If South Africa does something which denies the 

liberty of the subject , _that is denounced for t he evil it is : if 

Ghana does the same thing - wel l , we try to find expl anations f or it . 

Or else we keep quiet . 
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And so we allow our prejudices and our preconceptions to take 

over instead of examining the facts calmly and clearly o So, what are 

the facts in this case? 

The first fact is that seventy percent of the entire population 

of Ghana is not Christian o Out of every ten Ghanaians, three are 

Christians , one is a Moslem, and six follow the animistic or Pagan 

old Af rican beliefs . So, Chr i s tianity is not , as it is here in 

Jamaica , the religion of the nation o Jamaica is a Christian countzy • 
... 
Ghana is not : the Christians are a minority in Ghana . 

ls 
The second fact is that the Ghanaian majorlt y/xx2 intolerant 

of any opposition from any minority . In th~ tribal society there 

is very little room for opposition and dissent o And although·Ghana 

has moved very rapidly into the twentieth cent ury , the major ity of 

' -her people are still tribal and their values are still more Af rican 

than westerno And that is why they do not see Nkrumah as a dic tator. ­

How can he be a dictator when they put him there? And the way he 

deals with his enemie.a is in the old traditional Af rican way and so, 

whatever the world says , they do not see anything wrong when he puts 

his enemies in prison or when he expells them o· 

I think these are the two key facts on which to base any r eas cmbl 

explanation of the expulsion of the two Bishops , or indeed of any 

other happening in Ghana . The expulsion of the Bishops is no t s ome 

particular movement agaJnst the church: it is part of the pat tern 1mt 

has seen the opposition imprisoned and newspaper people expelled . 'line 

big difference is that the majority of people are behind Nkrumah wbD..e 

the majority in South Africa are against their rulers o I persorially 
the methods of 

disapprove of/both governments , but that does not alt er the hard fa±, 

that Nkrumah has the support of the majoo ity of his people o Goodnjgl.t. 
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Some Recent D~velopments in Africa 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
., _F:,, r transmission on 
~ sday August ~ at 6 ol5p om• 

Pet er Abrahams speaking 

Gooq evening: Over t he past f ew weeks we have been so concened 

with our own affairs that there has been very little time to look 

at the outside world o But I t hin..'k. t his was ·some:t,hing inevitable : 

independence comes only once in the history of a people . But I think 

,we can now settle down once more and try to get the world picture 
us 

into some sort of perspective : so, le t/have a quick look at recent 

developments in Africa . Last night I dis cussed the expulsion of the 

t wo Anglican Bishops from Ghana. Well, earlier this month a very 

serious attempt was made to murder Kwame Nkrumah when he toured the 

Upper Volta region of hi s country . The news of this attempt on 

Nkrumah ' s life was kept dark for nearly two weeks . And when it did 

finally come out it nearly· stirred up and i nternational incident 

between Britain and Ghana. Certain sections of the press hinted that 

Britain was involved in the actx2m bomb attempt which i s said to have 

killed four ~XUE people , though Nkrumah himself escaped unhurt . In 

the end the Ghana Government had to issue a statement saying that 

Br itain was not involved. Nkrumah himself blamed 'imperiali sts and 

colonialists' f or the attempt . A very much more likely expa.anatiol'}t'.' L 

that ~ome of his own political enemies are trying this method of 

oppos i tion because no other 1s open to tpem ~ 

Ne xt door to Ghana, in massive Nigeria , where there. has been 

a measure of po litical instability in recent months , t he Federal 

Government has launched an ambitious Six-Year Development Programme . 

If this programme a chi eves only three- quar t ers of what it s ets out 

to do , then .we will see an amazing social and economic miracle within 

the next six years. 
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Amon·g their major obj ect i ves is a series /Of dams along the 

river Niger to generate· enough hydro-electric power to supply the 

whole country 0 Next they propose to set up and iron and steel mill 

which should be in operation by 1966 and which should have a cavacity 

of between 125,000 and 250,000 tons o And so it goes: they plan to 

step up their n~mber of hospitals , schools, doctors, teachers , 

houses and jobs . And the Plan spells it all out in great detai l: 

how much will be spent on a given undertaking, and just what they 

expect to get in return and when they expect to get it . 

When Nigeria first achieved her independence I told you that 

it was just a matter of time before she will become the leading 

member of the West African group of fr,ee African states o Well, if 

she carries through her six-year plan successfully , I would be 
I 

prepared to say that she is on her way to becoming the leading state 

in all of f r ee Africa - not ju~t West Africa . And so far the Niger ian 

have not interfered seriously wi th civil liberties, freedom of 

expression and- a mult i - party system of govermmento And these are vf!IY 

hopeful signs for t he future of Af rica . 

Over on the east coast of Africa; things are not quite as good, 

but they are not too bad either. Tanganyi ka plans to become a 

republic at the end of tnis year and I think Julius Nyerere is likey 

to be elected President . In Kenya there is still the danger of triba l 

conflict unless t h e leaders come together. And Uganda has pushed a 

new young leader on the world stage. He is Apolo Milton Obo t eo He :1s 

37, the .Prime Minister and the man who will lead his country into 
-
indepedenc e next October . I think we are all going to hear more oftim. 

Goodnight . 

. . 

. . 
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No sf1.. Areas for Bi - partisan Policies 

rEWS COMMENT.ARY 
,,,,.- F...9..r transmi ssion on 
'~"Pn-day ugust ~ at 6 . 15p . m 

Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good eveni ng : In the now notorious broadcast which dear f riend 
""f c;-l.,--4 

VereAdid not hear or read before shooting off his mouth ) I di ~cussed 

the very important ques~ion of J amaica ' s fQreign ~epresentation 

abroado(Incidentally , I want to thank all the very many listener s 

who have telephoned and written to me over this incident } Your calls 

and letters · almos.t made me gla d it happened) o finyway , in that 

broadcast I pointed out that three of our four top foreign repr eseriati 

were senior civil servants, and only one a straight party polit ica l 

appointment . All things being equal then, it is_ very likely that 
/ 

Mr . Maynier, Mr . Lawrence Lindo and Mr . Richardson will be the 

first of our top caree£ foreign diplomatso And it is likely that 

these will be joined later by Mr . Vin Mcfar lane . This raises the 
toy 

very important question: will our/diplomatic jobs be open only 

to persons who are either in the higher ranks of the civil service 

or else who are identified with the party that happens to be in 

power? If that is to be _the case then a very great deal of Jamai can 

talent may never be used and go to waste . Let us fa~e it, there are 

a number of very able Jamaicans who could be of very great service 

.~o Jamaica . Some of these people are n9t especially interested 

in party politics but are interested in being of service to their 

country . -In Britain , and in most western European countries the 

talents of such people will be used in diplomacy and on special 

missions and the like . I think an interesting exercise of this type 

was the last mission to .parts of Africa o But this sort of thing 

is not yet general enough in Jamaica. Here there is st i ll a t endency _ 

to put more importance on par ty l ayalty than on abili ty and loyalty 
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to country . And so it is that at any given moment in time the t a l er:m 

and the abilities of the members or supporters of one of our majo r 

poltical parties are not being used because that party is out 66 . 

office , and when you are out of office you are the opposition and 

so you will not do anything tha t will bring glory and honour to your 

opponents . In addition to this wasted talent there is the wasted 

talent of those who are non- partisan ~ Both parti es tend to be 

even more distrustful of neutrals than they are of each other . The 

idea is that ' You must either be for us or against us '. I hope t he 

day comes soon when both parti es realise that it is possible. not to 

belong to either party and still do good service to the country o 

We do not all have to operate as politicians; we do not all have t o 

be in parties; we do not all have to see the world from one point 
· part 

of view onlyo The really unfortunate/of all this is the waste of 

talent which Jamaica cannot afford . And so I .hope that somewhere 

along the line the government and the opposition will work out certa in 

-----areas in which bi- partisan policies can be pe.rsued in the best 

interests of Jamaica . 

The idea of a bi - partisan approach to foreign affairs has been 
I 

put :forward . I am in wholehearted agreement wi,th this . Jamaica is 

too small and poor to afford the luocury of making its foreign affairs 

part of the party political football . I wouid put foreign policy as 

the number~ one priority for working out a bi - partisan policy here 

at home . .... 

Ne~t I would list a number of Jamaican institutions which shouli 

be effectively removed from the arena of party politics . I will g :he 

you my ideas on this list tomorrow . So till then , goodnighto 
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No 51~ Area for bi-partisan Policies (2) 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
,for transmission on 

~~day August 2~ at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

_Good evening : If we work out a bi - partisan policy in oun 

foreign affairs, it would make ' it possible to appoint the best and 

most abie person to any given ~ diplomatic post without any reference 

the party affiliations o And this would at once give the government -

of whichever part y - a much largefr pool of talent to choose from , 

including non- party talent . 

On the domestic scene , I should like ~o see a bi - partisan . 

approach to the problems of bringing education to all our children . 

I think it is very wrong that education should be approached as a 

party political matter . This has, unfortunately been the caseo 

Educations is and has been a good point - scoring party business. And 

so .we have injected class attitudes and ulass values into our education 

problems . 

I should like to see the sett'1ng up of machinery for the 

educational experts in both parties to come together and work out 

a common, bi- partisan approach to our educational problems . This 

business of education is such an urgent and desperate om2 thing that 

we just cannot afford to play party politic.is with it . It is on 

what we do about education today , it is on how we handle these 

probiBihms today that the shape of tomorrow will be ba'sed. So for me, 

education is as important an area for a bi- partisan approach .as is 

foreign affairs o 

The 11n1i;y;: other area n which I s hould like to a bi'-partisan 

approach, because these are matters of life and death for Jamaica, 

are a griculture and mechanisation and on the question , ticklish and 

explosive, of population . 
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On Fr iday and Saturday of last week I gave you my views on the 

current conflict between the Minister of Agriculture on the one hand 

and the leaders of our agricultural organisations on the other . I 

told you then tnat our agriculture was being used as a straight 

party political football . The J .A. S. top leadership , willy-nilly, 

had become identified with the P .N. P . And so when Mr . Gyles assumed 
its leaders 

office he approached the J.A.S. with the attitude that/:tuJ were tle 

enemies of his party . 

Now , whatever the rights and the wrongs of the case ( and I 

have - already given you my views on them) the most important fact of 

all is that our agriculture is not functioning at maximum ,efficiency. 

We are still importing far j oo much food that could be grown here; 
an 

and so we have DE adverse trade balance and an external debt that 

grows bigger every years . And we just cannot afford this .- The only 

way we can overcome this is by closing ranks and trying to get the -

best out of the Jamaican earth . And one of things this means is that 
. 

the d .A. S . and the government should work in the closest co- operatm. 

And when I say the J .A. S . and the government I mean the J.A.S. and 

any government - P . N. P . or J . L. P . But for this to happen there must 

a bi - partisan agreement EEXXRlffl on the approacb to agriculture. An,;f. 

in terms of· our sugar exports and of our port the two parties had 

better work out some common approach to mechanisation before we get 

squeezed out of the sugar marke~ and shipping prices become even more 

prohibitive . 

All the indications are that if Jamaica is to survive and go 
major 

forward then the parties must , on a number of/issues , agree to sink 

their differences in the interests of the nation . Goodnight . 
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No s=e Implications of J .B.C. BOard Change 

NE'WS COMMEN'TARY 
--- ~ ~ ransmissionl · 

tf '~ ~ ay August at 6 ol5p . m 
Mv--"Peter Abrahams sp aki ng ~ _ 

- ~'~ , ~ld 
Good evening : ~ the/Board of Directors of the Jamaica 

- I\ ~,,,---":S, 
Broadcasting Corporation wi i il ee replaced by a new Board of Directm .• 

' For many people this is a straight political affair . The old Board 

of the J . B. C. , / these people say, was a predominant ly P . NoP . Board . 

Now that the P .N. P . is out of Of fic e it is natural and reasonable 

that the J . L. P . government should have a Board tha t is more in sympt,hy 

with it than, a straight pro- P .N. P . Board would be . As far as it go es , 

this makes sense . But how far does it go? And what are the impli ca tbns 

behind it? 

First, I think if you look vsry carefully at the composition of 

the new Board you will find that it looks a little more r epresentative 

of Jamaican national interest s than t he old Board looked . Three very 

clear examples of what I mean are the appointments of the Chairman 

of the Social Welfare Commission, the Chair man of the Suagar Industry 

Labour Welfare Board , and the Government Public Relations Officer . 

These three are not appointed as individua l s but as peopl e ho l ding 

certain offices . Membership of the Boar d depends on their holding 
cease to hold 

t hose offices; the moment they atX2x x2~ EE~ those offices , they will 

also cease t o be members of the Board of tbe J.B . C. I frankly like 

this idea . 

Th~big disadvantage about this idea is that more often than 

not these very ' representative ' people are so busy representing specia 

interests -that it becomes diffi cult to work out an overall national 

policy . 

But we are still faced by a very much more ser ious long term 

problem and it is this : if, with every change of government , there 
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is to be a change in the composition of the Board of the J.B.C, t hen, 

it seems to me, it will only be a matter of time before t he J.B.C. 

will be reduced to being the straight~orward instrument of the parw 

in power , whether it be J.L .P . or P .N.P . I t is true that the ter ms 

under which the J .B. C. was set up specifically gives its Board autcmmy 

in. all polcy m~tters . But it is extremely difficult, if not i mpossible 

for a man to buck the party when he knows he is there as a straight 
........ 

party appointee : fl.U'thermore, since his r eeention Qf his position 

depends on that particular party remaining in power , this is going 
strongly ' 

to/influence his avproach to making po ltpy . In fact , the condi tions 

are such that it is almost impossible for t he man not to be part i s a1. 

So the big problem here , it seems to me , is to keep party 

politics out of the running of the J .BoCo But how do we go about it? 

I would very much like to see the government and the opposi tim 

come to some sort of agreement on this mattero I think we will find 

the B.B. C. and excellent model . Its Board of Governors- do their work 

to the best of their ability, without fear or favour , knowing t hat 
. 

a l l the British political parties have accepted the princLple that 

the B. B. C. should be a national institution, ab9ve party poli ti cs . 

And I think it is for this reason, because it ·could operate creati-i.el.y 

and without fear , that the B.B.C . was able to make such a major 

contribution to British life and culture o No Governor of the B.B.C o 

has ever had his or her appointment revoked because of a change of 

government , or for party political reasons . But then , they were not 

appointed on a party· basis. I hope we will grow wise enought to do 

the same with the J .B.C . Goodnight o 
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No 514 Arthur Lewis & the Uni~ersity 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

·~ ~ j, ?-frf/;: at 6 . 15p . m 
~eter Abra'hams speaking 

Good evening : The news that Dr . Arthur Lewis has decided to 

leave the Univera~t~f of t he West Indies is very disturbing to me . 

Of course , it is not new o The r umour that Dr . Lewis xmri~ was likely 

to leave has been going the rounds for qu~te some time now . Now the 

r umour has been confirmed. Dr . Arthur Lewis has accepted the post 

of Professor of Public and Inte'rnational Affairs at ~rinceton Univem it 

One of the striking things about this move is that Dr . Lewis 

will in fact step down in terms of status: from being the Vice­

Chancellor and 1'r incipal of one university -he will become just an 

ordinary Professor at another . It is true that the status of Princeto 

is very high indeed among the universities of the world . But the 

status of the University of the West Indies is itself pretty high : it 

is certainly high enough for no - one to be able to say that a profem,r ­

ship at Princeton is the equal of heading our university. Augainst 

this, however, we ·musi set the fact that Dr . rthur Lewis has a ver:y 

unique reputation as- a scho_lar in his own right; so that basically , 
and r eputat on 

t he ~uality/of the ma t e suGh that he can afford to ignore the 

symbols of status . But none of this tells us why Dr . Lewis decided 

to leave the Univefsity here . All sorts of theories have been put 

forward but only Dr . Lewis can, if he wishes to, give the r eal reaSDns 

this he may, or may not give wnen he returns from Turkey next month. 

What is very clear is that Dr . Lewis 1 leaving is almost' certam 
, 

to create - or , at least, to dramatise - some very tricky problems 

for the university . 

One of the most important of these problems is the splitting 

up of the University. We have already seen tendencies in this 

I 
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sharing 
direction . British GuianaN had decided to withdraw from JRDigi the 

costs or running the universityo She plans to set up her own 

unive~sity in the near future. The Trinidad branch of the universi t y 

at St . Augustine is in fact fast becoming the nucleas of a university 

of Trinidad; - and there is aalk o~ a similar branch be ing set up in 

Barbados . Dr . Lewis has a very high reputation in both the West Indies 

and the outside world . And I think it is fair to say t "hat he commands 
, 

t he resp~ct of all the politicians of thP, region in a way that no - QB 

e l se does . And so, more than any other intellectual in the region, 

he has the influence and the authority to resist any break-a8~y 

moves and to keep the university together . And so it seems to me that 

when he goes we will lose a vefjy powerful f actor for unity at the 

university itself and also in the West Indies in general . Indeed, jf 

I were asked for one possible reason why Dr . Lewis has decided . to 
poss..bly 

leave and· go to an American univert t ty I ~ould ,suggest that it is/ 

because of his distress and disappointment at . the betrayal of West 

Indian nationalismo There are mu~ vast numbers of people throughout 

. the region . for whom being West Indians is still more important than 

being Jamaicans or Bajan or Trinia.aliatnns or Guianese. I think Dr . 

Lewis is one of these people . 

Just what happens after Dr . Lewis leaves is anybody ' s guess . I 

think the vast expansion at the UniveBsity will slow down because m 

one else will be able to attract the kind of money he did . But much 

more important is the question-: What sort, what quality of university 

will we have after Arthur Lewis leaves? Will it remain West Indlan or 

become Jamaican? We have a year to think about these questions . Then 

Arthur Lewis leaves o Goodnight • . 
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No- 515 The Allen ward in the Building Trade 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Aug 29 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

. / 

Good evening: I am sure most of you know of the gloom and de~ir 

in the building industry . There are people who say that as a result 

· of the Alle.n Award a number of building projects have been abandonfil 
I 

and the building industry is in danger of coming to a standstill . 

Well, if the building industry does in fact come to a. standstill then 

we will obviously have priced ourselves out of businesso And if that 
I 

does happen then it will be the workers in the building industry wlD 

will suffer most because there will be wholesale unemployment in the 

industry, and this is bound to affect a lot of other industries. 

But you know, we can get ourselves into quite a mess of ifs : if this, 

and if that, and if the other . So, let us try and get away from the 

i f;.. and see what the facts are . But the moment you start looking for 
on the employers' side of 

facts you run into trouble . People/xx the building industry will 

tell you that they paid out something like seventeen million pounds 

in wages last year, and that their profits amounted to only four 
, 

million pounds and that therefore any new rise in wages will wipe 

_ out t eir margin of profito And they will make a pretty convincing 

case of it . Certainly , you cannq_t blame a man if he refuses to inva:t 

his money in an undertak!ng that gives him either no return or a 

return that is so small that it is not worth the risk . But then 

the workers' side will tell you that those figures are suspect , that 

~they are just book figures and do not really mean very much . And , you 

know, it is awfully difficult to arrive at any sort of sensible 

opinion once you do have two such conflicting arguments . The employers 

side could be right : and the workers ' side cou l d be right . And, if 

you are skilful at them, you can make figures do quite amazing things 0 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

. . 
And ,so we who are outside the building industry are just not i n a 

pos i tion to know~ the facts . Indeed, it seems to me that very f ew 

people inside the industry - both management and labour - know a ll 

the facts o -

What we do know is that last year showed great acti~ity i n the 

construction and installation sector of our economy . We built Harbour ­

View , -Trafalgar Park, Pembroke Hall, the King ston-He:enalbnn , the 

National Stadium as well as a number of smaller housing projects . 

Some of these carr ied over in 1962 . The St adi um and the Kingston­

Sheraton did . Last year the telephone company spend roughly three ­

quarters of a million pounds on new ' installations , and the Public 

Service Company spent r ou~hly two million poundso The result of all 

this activity was th/ last year constr uction a~d installation 

-· contributed twenty- seven million , seven- hundred- thousand pounds t o 

, the nation ' s wealth . I-myself do not thi nk that a gen eral wage in~rw.::re 
- -- ----- - - - .._, r-- --- .I'\___. , - ,.. 

~ z ~ would have made any difference to this particular pattern of 

building last year . 
I 

·=q P 1:1:ru=A--H:en~ Jo I think there are really two problems o First, I 

think that even without the Allen Award we cannot expect t he same 

vol~e of building this year as we had last . There is no need for 

another Stadium or Kingston-Sheraton . So there will be fewer jobs :ftr 

building workers . The second problem is that of making awards retract~ 

This , I feel, is dang erous because it will scare investment mome~ awa 
\ 

from building o It is also morally wrong. It is wrong to punish a mm 

today for what was no t a crime last yearo I think retro - activity is 

a thoroughly bad and dangerqus principle in every respect : this is 

the only thingf I don ' t like about the Allen Award . Good.night . 
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No 516 Trinidad ' s Independence 

NE#S COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday August 30 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: At midnight tonight the independent state of 

Trinidad and Tobago · comes into being o And so, within the s pace of 

twenty- four days we are seeing the birth of two independent nations 

in this area . Exactly twenty- four days ago, Jamaica became independnt: 

now, at mid.night, Trinidad . ahd Tobago becomes independent . 

One of the odd and distressing things about the West Indian 
I 

situation is now little the peoples of the West Indies know about 

each other . Jamaica and the nine other British West Indian islands 

were once part of the same federation . And yet only a handful of 

Jamaicans,/those at the university, those in senior government posts, 

a few journalists and a few farmers and businessmen - have any sort 

of working knowledge of our Caribbean neighbours . I still remember 

the very great surprise I caused last year when I told listeners 

that Barbados had had an oil refinery for over a quarter of a 

centuryo Well, bearing this in mind, let us salute Trinidad ' s 

indpendence in the most worthwhile and meaningful way possible : l e t 

us get to know a little about the place and its people . 
/ 

To begin with Trinidad itself is the most southerly of all the 

islands of the British West Indies . It is. just off the Latin America 

mainland, seven miles from Venezuela . It is separaned from the 

mainland by the shallow Gulf of Paria o Tobago, a small hilly island 

of 116 squa~e miles is nineteen miles to the north- east of Tr inidad o 
I 

'More than half of Tobago is under cultivation and agriculture is its 

main business though it is rapidly becoming very popular as a tour:ttt 

centre . Trinidad is X l!Ull ab,out 1 , 150 miles aw.ay from Jamaican . To 

get some sort of . working idea of just what this means We have t o 
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remember that New York is about 1 , 500 miles away from Jamaica , So, 

the distance between Jamaica and Port - of- Spain is just slightly leS3 

than the distance between Jamaica and New York o 

The total area of Trinidad is 1,864 square miles , which means 

that it is less than half the size of Jamaica : and it has a populatio 

of eight- hundred and thirty- one thousand , eight hundred o It is less 
I 

than half the size of Jamaica and it has roughly half as many peopJe 

as Jamaicao This would still be the case if you added the 116 square 

miles of Tobago and its population to that of Trinidad . 

The people of Tr1nidad are very much the same sort of mixture 
, 

as the people of Jamaica - with one very important difference . The 

people of East Indian descent ,form the second largest group in the 

population of Trinidad o In ~act, I have not been able to find any 

recent figures to confirm this . So , whi l e the Indians were roughly 

35% of t t e pepulation about three ~ears ago, they might _mB xk have 

risen to a higher percentage since . What is definite is that the 

people of Indian descent and the people of African descent between 

them make up more than 82% of the total popul~tlon . 

The island has three mountain systems which run from east to wes 
-

The land between the northern ' and central ranges ls fertile and well 

watered and good farming lando South of the central range the water 

supply is pooro Agriculture and forestry are extensive . The Pitch 

Lake is in the south- west of the island . Trinidad is not as mounta:lrou. 

as Jamaica : most of the land is below a thousand feet above see le"ld . 

So much for the place and its peopleo Tomorrow I ' ll tell you about 

its economy and its politics • .And wf course, when I speak to you 
"'-- ,c, 

tomorrow it will have achieved its independence o So let us salte tt'" 
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No 517 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

The Economy and Politics of 
IndepBI1dent Trinidad . 

Friday August 31 at 6 .15p om , 
Peter Abrahams speaki ng 

Xllll:& 
Good evening : One of the things few Jamaicans seem/to know is 

that Jamaica i ~rlkat:txoc~:m:aixx is not the richest island in the Bri tim 

Caribbean . The false notion that she is tl::J.e riches:b has been perparat 

out of a combination of pure Jamaican chauvinism and . the anti - federal 

spirit that did not hesitate to use the big lie . The fact is that 

Tr~nidad and To9a90 is not only economically better off than Jamaica , 

its economy is also more .solidly based than that of Jamaica today o' 
/ 

Let us take a few examples o As with J amaica , the National Income 

has more than doubled over the past ten years in Trinidad o But whenas 

- Jamaica ' s percapita income stood at £131 last year . The Trinidad 

per capita income stood at £207 0 So on a per capita basis each 
I 

Trinidadian was £76 better-- off than each Jamaican ·last yearo This may 

not have been so in terms of actual cash , but it would certainly h 818 

been a very important factor in determining how much the money you 

do have can buy and what services tha government has to offer and 

how these are spr~ad around . The first and most obvious result of 

this is that the cost of living is lower for the average Trinidadian 

than it is for the average Jamaican. That is example number one . Now 

for example number two. Last_ year Jamaica imported good worth 

£7502 million o Against this, she exported goods worth £62 mmllion . 

This means that in her trading with the outside world last year, 

Jamaica was in debt to the tune of £13 . 2 million . Trinidad bn the 

other hand imported goods worth £122018 million , just a little less 
I 

than twic~ the amount Jamaica importedo This means that they are 

importing a whole lot more food and clothing and other items than 

we are . And this/ in turn means that more of these things are availabl 
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. / I 
to more of their people a Remember there are only half as many of t h!em 

spent 
as there are of us , and yet they KXRXK~RHlliR~ nearly twi ce as much 

on imports as we XEH di_d last year . But let us see the whole pictre 

through 0 Although they spent £122 millions- plus on imports a They 

exported good worth £1230 38 million . So , after all their high spending 
...._ 

when they finished checking their books last year, they owed nobody 

anything on last year ' s business and they had made a profit of 2x 

one and a half million pounds on their overseas trading o That , for 

any business , for any individual , for any society or nation is as 

sound andhealthy an economic position as you could want to be in . 

And that is the economic state of the newly independent Trinidad 

and Tobago. 

Politically Trinidad is not in quite as happy a position . It 

has made the most extraordinary strides since the appearance of Dr . 

Eric Williams on the scene in 1955 . I was in ~ort of Spain at the 

time and I attended one of the first - if not the very first - of his 

Woodford Square meetings o Since those days the politics of party and 

-programme¢' has replaced the politics of person, position and race. Blt 

the two - party system is not as deeply bedded as it is in the Jamaicm 

society . And too much depends on one man . Trinidad today is Dr . Eric 

Williams . Remove him and no one can be sure of what will remain of 

the political stability of Trinidad. Jamaica has been particularly 

fortunate in having two instead of just one outstanding leader . Ban:ow' 
r emergence has strengthened the two-party system in Barbados . Trinidad 

needs time for this to happen o And so the great weakness with which 

Trinidad enters on independence is that Eric Williams , for the present 

is .Trinidad and Trinidad is Eric Williams . And absolute power is a 

most dangerous thi ng - even in the hands of a saint. Go odnight. 
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No 518 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmi ss i on on 

ast , - Pres ent and -Future in 
The Histor y of Peoples . 

, Sa turday Sept 1st at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abr ahams speaking 

Good evening : Wi t hout ,the past, there can be no present and 
" 

there can be no future . And ye t you know, a number of our Wes t I ndian 

politicians seem t o t hink t hat the only way in which to create a 
I 

future for themselves is to wipe out the past . This is not, of cours e , 

a purely West Indian phenomemon . I t is worldwi de . And I think you 

can measure the political sophistication of~ society and its leaders 

by whether they try ~o wipe out their past or not . In politically 

developed countries each generation of politicians tend to ' want to 

build on what has gone before o And they all tend to want to give 

credit to those w o have gone before o ·And as time passes, the par-cy · 

lines are blurred and only the services the man rendered are remembere 

and honouredo In Britain Wi l liam Pitt, Benjamin D' Israeli and Willlim 

Lloyd Geroge ar.e increasingly remembered and honoured as great 

national leaderso In the United States George Washington t Abraham 

Lincoln and Woo-drew Wi lson - and of late even Franklin Roosevelt -

are remembered as great national leaders rather than party men . 

And no aspiring politician, either in Britain or the United States, 

feels that it is necessary ;to destroy the reputations of these past 

leaders in order to build up his own o Indeed, the aspiring politicmn 

in these countries wants to be a part of the pattern and tradition 

which threw up these great men o And it is very interesting to note 

that it is in societies where this is the pattern that the citizen 

enjoys greater personal freedom and the tendencies to violence and 

dictatorship are least o 

Hitler had to burn books in an effor t to wipe out the ' liberal 

Western European traditions of the past; in Stalin ' s Russsia they 
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rewrote the history of their revolution in order to turn Stalin into 

sort of an infallible God o In South fric a t hey have banned books 

i my own included) and they have reorganised education in such a 

way that no black boy or girl would be taught to regard himself or 
I 

herself as the equal of any white person o And in Ghana Kwame 

Nkrumah has decided to rewrite the history of his country and his 

people in such a way that everything begins with Kwame Nkrumah . , And 

of course, all these people always find justification for doing thjs. 

Now , I am not saying that we have gone as far as th'is anywhere 

in the West Indies . But do you remember Eric Williams ' burning of 

the documents on Chaguaramas about a year or so back? And do you 

remember Errol Barrow' s calculated insult of Grab tley Adams shortly 

after Barrow had won the Barbados elections? And nearer home , . do 

you remember Millar d Johnson sneering at Manley and Bustamante as :1f 

' 
the h i story of Jamaica began with him? And even within the two ma jr 

parties , Do you remember th~P .N.Pt es ( when they were in power) wJ:o 

denied that Bustamante made any sort of contribution to the national 

str4ggle? ·And have you heard the rumours going around that Manley ' s 

contribution must now be denied? I think this is a dangerous ly 

destructive tendency which we want to watch very carefully. What mey 

seem like a clever political expendient could easily undermine the 
' 

basic liberties of this society o 

So ., please do not allow this ~x:O:bMiREXJ rewriting of Jamaica ' s 

past - either the distant .or the immediate past . It is as we under­

stand and value · and cherish that which was good _in the past that we 

can live creatively in the present and make a worthwhi le contribut:kn 

to the future o Without the past there can be no present and there 

can be no future o Goodnight . 
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No 519 The I r an Earthquake 

NEvlS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on , 
Monday September 3 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter- Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Saturday evening ' s ~arthquake in Iran (or Persia, 

as it used to be called) has taken more than ten thousand lives so 

far . Heaven only knows what the death toll will be when the final 

count is made . - What makes this tragic disaster so much worse is the 
_ the death roll need not have been on 

f~ct that/~ mex RXNBRiXN~txM~XRXMRBNX±Ni xxXRXXXEi R this terrible scaJe . 

With a little thought and a little planning t he death roll could have 

been kept down . 

If only a small proportion of t he wealth and sci-entific skill 

that went into putting the t wo Russian asi:l1?1naam.ts into space had 

been put to the service of detecting and protecting mankind from 

earthquaies , many of those who died in Saturday ' s earthquake might 

still be alive today . By the same token, if a fraction of the American 

skill and money that went in to the Venus shot had been put to the 

service of man on earth, many Persians who are now dead may still 

have been alive , today. When you stop to t hink about it the whole 

thing becomes utterly fantastic - a sort of mad tragedy of human f atl..y . 
, 

We know more about earthquakes today than man has ever known. 
to 

We kno.w what causes them, and we know what we should do/:tx~ minimise 

their effects . There is an instrument called a seismograph which 

can measure the sho ck waves set up by an earthquake, and which can 

p~inpoint the position of the. earthquake by the time- gap between 
far 

shockwaves . It is not possible to predict earthquakes/in advance. 

But with their knowledge of where earthquakes are likely to happen, 

scientists can prepare for trouble well in advanceo And there is 

warning of a few hours before any major tremor . So t here are t h ings 
I 

we can do . 
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We know that earthquakes happen most frequently in thos e areas 

wher e the eart h ' s crust is still changing , where t here ar e cracks 

on the ear th ' s surfac e o We hav e even namet thes~ areas ' earthquake 

bel ts ' and they inc l ude the shores of t he Pacific Oc ean (remember 
and 

t he r ecent Chili an disaster) and a huge area of southern As i a NNXD 

extend; all the way to the Mediterranean Sea ; So, one of the fir s t 

t hings we can do is to make sure t hat there are checking stations 

within the eart hquake qel"t,s . Second we can make sure that machinery 

is set up S,o that emer gency eva cuation can get under way within an 

hour of any warning . Third , we can make sure t hat the types of 
The mos t 

houses bui lt within the earthquake belt have steel f r ames oXX:fx:,n!!XD 
common cause 
tMRKErlki:xgx of deat h in ear thquakes i s the collapsing of houses m 

people and the breaking out of fires . The hundr ed odd towns and 

vill ages whi ch were des troyed i n Saturday ' s ear ~hquake were mainly 

s tone struct ure~ not re- inforc ed, and s o t hey became t erribillih- deatlr 

t raps , as they have been through t he ages whe!1 one quake coul d 
~ 

claim t hirt y or f orty or fifty or sixty or even one hundred t housand 

human lives . The gr eatest ,and qui ckest destruction of the mos t human 

bei ngs in h i story was not at Hiroshi ma , a s many p eople beli eve . The 

bomb at Hiro shi ma and the bomb at Nagasaki toge her destroyed only 
-- v--

upwar ds of a hun ed t housand peopl e o One earthquKD, t he Shemaka 
I\ 

Prmvince of Chi na des t r oyed over 800 , 000 people in 15560 I n 1920 

anothe 200 , 000 were destroyed in China , and i~ 1 923 90 , 000 in Japan . 

' But there is no need for this massive slaughter today . We know enough 

to prevent much of it . But instead of d i ng so we are shooting at 

the Moon and at Venus o And then we think man .i s s o smart. It all 

seems pretty dumb to me . Goodni ght o 
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No 520 

NEWS CO rnEr T Y 

l}On Being Misquoted 
2 > ~~~::tx.:f:fexX~x:ii~ 

Dangerous Drugs 

For transmission on 
Tuesday Sept 4 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter brahams .speaking 

Good evening : I think this business of patting words into peqie ' 

mouths is getting a little out of hand , especially when it comes 

from as able a source as the Sunday Gleaner's Political Repprter. 

On Sunday, in the course of his comments on the J .B.Co the Political 

Reporter accused m~ of speaking sneeringly about the Jamaican voters 

as - and now I quote the words he put into my mouth - :"those people 

who have destroyed the image of West Indian nationhood". The fact 
\ I / 4 

is that I never said any such thing and only the Political Reporter 

knows why he wants to put those particular words into my mouth . 

The only time I referred to West Indian nationalism over the 

past week was when I discussed the news that Dr . Arthur Lewis was 

leaving the university next Septe mber. This I did on Tuesday Augus t 
\ 

28th and these were the exact words that I used : 

"Indeed , if I were asked for one possible reason why Dr . Lewis' 

has decided to leave and go ' to an American university I would 

suggest that it is possibly because of his distress and disappointment 

at the betrayal of West Indian nationalism . There are vast numbers of 

people t hroughout the region for whom being West Indians i s still 

more important than being Jamaicans or Bajans or Trinidadians or 

Guianese . I think Dr . Lewis is one of ""those people ." 

These are hardly the words the Political Reporter put into my 

mouth . But then, this seems to be the silly season for misquotations . 

Anyway , let us get on to the much more important question of 

the use of drugs . Lately there has been a great debate on the drug 

Thalidomide . A number of pregnant women had used this dr ug as a 

tranquiliser. Then some of them gave birth to deforme children . I 
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think most of us have seen the picture of the very beautiful little 

boy who was born without armso As a result of all this, one Americcn 

mother who had taken Thalidomide decided not to risk having a defomed 

baby and went to Sweden for _an operatio,n o After the operation the 

doctors confirmed that the baby would have been born deformed . People . 

all over the world are still debating the rights and the wrongs of 

this woman's action . 

What has come out of this business is a new awareness of the 

possible dangers of these drugs . There is a great debate going on 

in Britain now about the ' No - Baby' Pill - which is the latest form 

of birth control . This Pill has been in use for just about a year 

or so and. s-o far there has been no report of any harm to any woman 

who has used it. But a year is a very short time and there are doctors 

who say they will not prescribe it for their patients until it has 

been tested for t wBNtj-years . But almost an equal number of do ctors 

who are -only too happy to prescribe it for mothers who do not want 

to have babies o -So this 'No- Baby Pill' looks like being a point of 

dispute for quite some time to come . , 

What is of much more immediate con-cern to us in Jamaican is the 

news from Washington that one of the ingredients of APC can be harrrff'u] 

to our .kidneys if taken in large and repeated doses . Most of us tale 

AP.C . for our headaches or other minor ailments . This is because we 

want quick relief and also because few of us can afford to go to a 

doctor for every small ailment . But now the question arises : Are we 

really doing ourselves any good by seeking quick relief? And what is 
I 

foUpposed to be a large dose of A.P . C. ? May I suggest that you take it_ 

easy on the use of drugs until the experts tell us more about them'. 

Goodnight . 
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No 521 The Farm Survey 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

· Wednesday Sept 5 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

~hed evening : The first results of last year ' s agricultural 

census which h.as just been released E~x:kNE! makes most interEsting 

reading and , I think, gives clear point ers to the future of farming 
-

in Jamaicao But before I discuss these pointers, let me g ive you 

a rundown of the facts . 

The last agr i cultural census was for 1942 . But since then there 

have been sample survey i n 1950 , 1954 and 1958 . So there has been 

' a continuous check on trends every four to six years . 

The .most important single piece of information out of the latest 

census is that Jamaica's small farms are slowly disappearing ; and 

the smaller the farm , the faster it is disappearing . Between 1942 

and 1954 there were ·roughly 139,000 small farms of under five acres 

each. By 1961 the figure had droppe~ to 112, 600 . This means that 

26 ,400 small farms of less t han five acres had gone out of existence 

between 1954 and 1961. Twenty-six t housand farms in seven years . Trm 

means that small farms have been disappearing at the r a te of close 

on three t housand eight hundred a yearo This is quite an amazing 

r ate for farms to go out of existence . 

But this was not a llo In the small to medium sized farms the 

same trepd took place, though on a smaller scale . The 1942 census 

showed a total of 28 ,000 farms of between five and twent y-four acres. 

By 1954 the total number of farms in this category had risen to 

53,000 - nearly double the 1942 total for 5- 24 acre farms o But , 

between 1954 and 1961 the total in this c~tegory had dropped to 

41,000 . In other wo rds something like 12,000 small to medium- sized 

farms had disappeared by last year. 
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And something of this self- same pattern persists, though on a 

much more modified scale on even larger units o Farms of between 25 

and ninety acres rose from a total of 4 , 000 in 19~2 to five thousar.d 

six hundred in 1954 0 But in 1-961 the total in thms ~ategory had 
3,800 ~ 

dropped to 3,680. It is only in the farms that are over five 

hundred acres each that no dramatic change has taken place . Their 

numbers have remained more or less constant . 

The Department of Statistics explains the decline in the numbe:­

bf~ farms - especially the smaller farms - by pointing to the heavy 

migration that took place between 1954 and 1961 . In· addition there 
\ 

is been the steady movement away from the rural areas into the 

cities. Men have given up scratching a living from the earth in 

favour of f i nding a job in some workshop or factory in/. a town . And 

so the drift from t h e land continues . 

This is pretty well inevitable . This is what is going on ever-y­

where in the world. The pattern is towards smaller numbers of people 

remaining on the land and , with the aid of machines , getting more 
; 

from the land : getting enough to feed the people in the towns and 

also contributing towards the wealth of the nation . This has been, 

this is , a logical development towards an efficient and highly 

productive agriculture . , But it_ poses great challenges and the gre~st: 

of these is : What are we to do with the vast numbers who drift to 

the towns and swell the ranks of the unemployed? Before we can beg:in 
~ 

to tackl e this question it seems to me that we must face up to the 

fact that the drift from the land is not only inevitable , it is alro 
I • 

in the best long- term interest s of Jamai can agriculture . 

Goodnight 
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No 522 Commonwealth Prime Ministers ' Conference 

NE'WS COMMEi: TARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Sept 6 at 6 . 15p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Sir Alexander -Bustamante and his team of advmars 

leave tomorrow for Britain and the Commonwealth Prime Ministers ' 

' ~d-1 Conference which begins in London next ~. Many people have 

remarked on the size of the delegation th~ Prime Minister is taking ' 

with him. Some people have remarked on it quite simply as something 

striking : others have remarked on it as a form of criticism of the 

government . I think both attitudes were to be expected . When the 

P . N.P . was in power many people remarked on the size of the missions 

they sent abroad, an the J . L • • , (then the opposition party) often 
/ 

criticised them .for spending public money o~ these missions . It is 

therefore not surprising t -hat P .N .P . supporters should now get their 

own back . This, after all , is the stuff of party politics . 
- -

But party politics aside, the ~ission to London is a very large 

one ~nd I think we should try to examine the possible reasons fo r i~ 

size . As well as the Prime Minister , the mission will include Mr . 

Sangster, Mr . Lightbourne , Mi . Os ga , Mr . Gyles and Mr . Ken Jones, 

as well as the usual civil service advisors . To the best of my 

knowledge this is a larger Ministerial mission than Mr . / Manley ever 

took with him when he headed the government . But this government was 

obviously not elected in order to follow any pattern set by Mr . 

anley ' s government . So let us forget that aspect of it~ 

One , possible reason for the largeness of the delegation - and 

it is one that makes a lot of sense to me - is that thi s will be - -

Jamaica ' s first full - scale exercise in handling external affairs 

since independence . If I am right then the Commonwealth Prime 

Ministers ' Conference is only one facet of the whole exerci se e Out 
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of the Conference will come a number of issues that are crucial to 

Jamaica ' s futureo There is the question of the European Common Market . 

If Britain joins the effects are bound to be profound on Jamaica 's 

agriculture and, to a lesser extent, on her industrialisation p lans . 

So it becomes important that t h e Ministers concerned with agriculture 

arid with trade and industry should be on hand to be able to tell the 

Prime Mini ster what poss ible effect this or that move might have on 
I 

agriculture or on trade and industryo lso, it would give the two 

Ministers a first -hand opportunity to see t he problems they face 

in terms of a world- wide perspectiveo By being on the spot in 

London and by possibly sli ppi ng oveBf to Europe to see the E.C.M . 

in operation they are likely to come to grips with the issues invo:lred 

in a way that is -not possible w ile they sit in their offices in 

~ingston. I think if we look at it in this light then the largeneS3 

of the Mis sion could be seen as possibly a good thing . It can give 

our Ministers a firmer and more realistic grasp of the world in 

which we live - and that is always a good thing for polit icians ,to 

have . But the taxpayer is not going to be satisfied simply to be 

paying for the education of his Ministers . And so I should say that 

the final judgement will depend on what the ·mission achieves o If 

it brings back something good and positive for Jamaica then it will 

be judged a good mission - whatever its ' size . Nothing succeeds as 

well as success itself . 

Finally, I do hope we will have a better flow of information 

on the doings of _the Mission than we had during the last mission to 

Washington and London . Goodnight . 
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l} ew u-.s. Sugar Order 
2) Premix and Allen Award 
3) Market Fees 

NEWS COi -iENT y 
For transmission on 
Friday Sept 7 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Wednesday news that the United States has ordered 

a third additional shipment of sugar from Jamaica and the West I ndies, 

is very cheering indeed. As a matter of fact I think that developmen 

in the sugar industry over the past three or f our. weeks have been 

more cheering than in any other sector of the economy . Three times 

American sugar interests have called on the West Indies to supply 

them with extra sugar: t his was because other sugar producers could 

not deliver what they had promi sed the Americans . And three times 
-

the West Indies and J amaica could, and did, deliver . This is very 

good and it speaks very well for our sugar industry. 

But of course, you know, the Kmericans did not just pick the 

name of J amaica out of a hat and say ' We like you so you must suppq 
~ 

us with the sugar '. It was not as simple as that . A very great deal 

' of very hard work has been going on quietly for months now to promote 

Jamaican and West Indian sugar in the American market. And the man 

who has been doing all t his hard wo r k is Sir Robert Kirkwood, 

Chairman of the Jamaica Sugar Manufacturers Association as well as of 

the West Indies Sugar Manufacturers Association. 

Sir Robert has spent more time away in Washington over the past 

six months or so than he has spent at his home . He has talked to 

Senators and Congressmen and leaders of opinion in every walk of 

American life . And the positive and the tangible results of all thee 

efforts are the new sugar orders t hat have come here over the past 

three weeks a The point is that these windfalls to our sugar indusu:r 

did not just happen : Sir Robert Kirkwood did an awful lot of hard 

work to make them happen . And the wonderful thing is that the indusry 
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was ready and able to deliver the goods when the call came . 

s you know, a much lessi happy situation obtains in the buildhg 

industry . Some o~ you will remember- that it was as recently as 

Wednesday of last week that I discussed the building industr y in 

the light of the llen Award . I told you then- that it was awfully 

difficult to get at the facts in the light of the very conflicting 

arguments put forward by the employers ' -side on the one hand and 

the workers ' side on the other . But . I did also say that if t.he indlitry 

does in fact come to a standstill then we will obviously have pr i ced 

ourselves out of business o Now , Jamaica Premix Limited has decided 

to close down its operations in Jamaica rather than car~y on under 

the terms of the Allen Awardo The workers were supposed to be paid aJf f 
earlier , 

finally/today o Both the Ministry of Labour and the Natio~al Wo~ker s 

Union are trying to avert this closure . I t is too early yet to know 

the outcome. But this is certainly a warning that it is possible fo r 

labour to price itself right out of business . I sincerely hope that 

the labour movement will think very carefully around the implicatim s 
on 

of the developmen~s at Premi~. As I told you xacx± Wednesday of last 

week, I think a fall off in building activity is inevitable this year, 

so there is bound to be a measure of unemployment in the industry. ff' 

other firms follow the example of Premix then we could face serious 

unemployment . So let us think carefully . 

Finally, t h e Government has kept its election promise to cut 

marltet fees o s from November 1st market fees will be 25% l_ower than 

they now are . So, chalk one up to the government for having kept one 

promiseo Goodnight Q 
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No 524 Controlling the LPnd 

NEilS COMMENTARY 
For transmiss ion on 
Saturday Sept 8 '' at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The .. Board of Management of the Jamaica Agricultra 

Society this week started discussing a really crucial subject . I 

think this subject is so important that I should like the entmre 

Jamaican community to think about it and to discuss ito The subject 

is the control of the use of the Jamaican earth . 

A member of the J .A.S. Board , Mr . W.A. Smith,suggested that 
I 

an organisation be set up to control land us~ge and to direct how 

the land should be usedo The Boar d has !Ulis cussed the idea and will 

discuss the idea agai n at future mee~ings . So , pending those future · 

meetings, here are a few point s I should like to put forward to you 
\ 

for discussion among yourselves o 
-

I think we will all agree that proper land usage is a matter 

of very grave importance for Jamaica ' s economic future . In order to 

surviv~ in today tough competttive world we must learn to feed 

ourselves and , if possible, to export sur plus food . If ·we do not cb 

this the;n we wi 1 go on getting deeper and deeper into debt through 

importing food . And sooner or later we will run into a first - class 

economic crisis, with unemployment, shortage of food _and general 

hopeless and helplessness . For a very long time to come agriculture 

is going to be the cornerstone of .our existence. Manufacturing , mining 

tourism and the other sectors of the economy have done exceedingly 

well, but .in spite of that Jamaica is still primarily ap agricultural 

c,ountry . And so land is literally the life of this country and its 

peopl·e . This much, I thinkt most of us would agree with . 

And if we agree with this much , then I think we must also agrEB 

that much of the life and substabce of tbis country is being wasted . 
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We all know of the vas,:t ac.res of s_loping hillside land that is em.ther 

in bush , or, worse still, that has been clear by firing 9o yi e l d 

one corn crop and then left, parched and exposed to die . When the 

life has gone out of the soil they say it is inert . Well , we all 

know how- much inert soil there is in Jamaica; a d we al lmow how 

much good living soil is carried down to the sea every time we have 

heavy rains o We know that the land of wood and water wi l l , unless 

we do something about it, become the :tkE land of floods and drought s . 

We already have signs and warnings of this . 11 this we know . 

The question is : Knowing all this , what are we prepared to do 

to correct this situation'? I ' think we ought to face a few hard 

facts o Fact number one : If any poli tician or any party does anythirg 

which is good and necessary, but which the . farming community does ' 

not like, that politician and that party are in for trouble . No 

party can buck Jamaica ' s farming community and its organisation ana 

win . Fact two :) The politicians and the parties know this and so t ~y 
\ 

may know what is the right thing to do and they may still not do it. 

A case in point is the firing of land, especially hillside land . We 

a 1 know it is bad . But it is a quick way of clearing the land and 

the farmers prefer it . And so nothing positive and drastic is done 

to stop this bad practice . And so we come to the question: are we 

prepared to make any sacrifices to prese~ve and restore the Jamaicm 

earth? If so, what sacrifices are we prepared to make? Are we prepaed , 

in the interest of the nation, to accept control and direction? Yire 

we prepared to accept the proposition 'that no man is entitled to 

abuse the land, even if he owns it outright? These are only · a few 

of the very important points beh nd Mr . Smith ' s suggestion . And I 

think it is such an important suggestion that I hope you wi ll all 

think an talk and argue about it . Goodnight . 
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No 525 Britain & the E.C.M 

\ 

NEWS COMMENT RY 
For transmission on 
Monday Sept 10 at 6 . 15p.m 
Peter brahams -speaking 

Good evening: The sigteen -Commonwealth Prime Minis ters today 

began discussing the implications of Britain joining t he European 
' Economic Community - which is the co / ect formal name of the six 

European Common Market countries . Reports are that these talks ~ 

on the Common Market and Britain ' s entry are likely to take up the 

whole of this week . I think this gives us a fair i ndication of 

just how vital this question is both to Britain and to the other 

Commonwealth countries . 

For the past few months now all of us have heard and read about 

the big debate as to whether Britain should join the Common Market 

or weather Britain should not join. Canada, Australia and New Zealan 
' , 

have expressed their views - often quite strongly - on the subject. 
I 

Indeed, at one _stage last year it seemed likely that Canada would 

lead a sort of breakaway Commonwealth movement, and there was talk 

of Canada becoming the new leader . of a new style Commonwealth which 

had given up Great Britain . But of course , once the Canad&ans realq 

stopped and thought of the possible implications of trying to head a 

predominantly coloured Commonwealth, the idea lost ninety percent of 

its attraction . The African members of t he Commonwealth - Ghana, 

Nigeria, Sierra Leone, ianganyika - have also expressed their views 

pretty strongly . And as in the case of Canada ,, Australia and New 

Zealand, they are very worried about Britain joining the Common 

Market. Some of them, like Ghana, are flatly and sharply against it. 

And inside Britain itself the debate has been quite as sharp as it 

has been in the Commonwealth countries o 

And it is this big debat e which has tended to obs cure one of 
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the most important aspects of this whole matter . From the way we 

have all debated whether Britain should go into the Common Market 

or not , anybody would think that the basic choive was up to Britain 

and up to us . This means we have assumed that there is a genuine 

freedom of choice: that Britain could either choose to enter or not 

to enter . In a sense this is true, but only in a · very narrow and 

limited sense o But the real question is not whether Britain should 

enter the European Common Market o The real question is whether 

Britain can afford to keep out of the Common Market o And I think 

once we look at it from that point of view , the whole complexion of 

the debate would changeo 

So, let us ask the question : Can Britain afford to stay outside 

the European Common Market? I am sure that in the privacy of the 

Conference Room a:txiiElxxxximx~~NXE both Mr . Macmillan and Mr . Heath 
-will try to persuade the Commonwealth Prime Ministers to face the 

question in this way , because this is the real question . Can Brita:in 

afford to stay outside the European Common Market? I think the 

plain and honest and truthful answer is a definite no . Britain 

cannot afford to stay outside the Common Market o It is not a question 

of what she wants or what she does not wanto It is a simple questi01 

of survival in today ' s world . In 'order to survive , in order to no 

more than hold her own on the world economic scene, in order to 

retain such political influence as she still has , Britain must join 

the European Common Market . If she does not, then , first Western 

Europe will turn against her and squeeze her and then her CommonweaJt 

partners will desert her one by one . So the real question is not 

whether she should join but on what terms . I will discuss thi~ 

tomorrow; so till then , goodnight . 
I 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Sept 11 at 6 ol5p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

ommonwealtfi 

Good evening : I think once we f ace the real question about 

Britain and the European Common Market : Can Britain afford the stay 
-

out? Then we a r e really coming to grips with just about the most 

significant development of the second half of this century: the 

dynamic rebirth of Western Europe . 

At the end of World War Two Germany lay in ruins, her ~economy 

broken, her social and -cultural fabric vanished , her children guilt,­

ridden and demoralised. France, on~ of Germany' s conquerors, was not 

very much better off . Th e occupation and the terrible war had nearly 

bled her whiteo Italy, which was Germany ' s partner, also lay in ru.tre . 

The countries .of the lowlands - the Benelux countries - had been 
-

over- run by the conquerors in their Jackbootsa Europe -was sick 

and beaten and it did not matter who was the conqueror and who the 

conquered . The new world masters were Russia in the East and America 

in the West . Britain.:- which had held the tide in the most crunial de¥! 

had lost greatly in the process and she no longer dominated world 

politics and world trade o But , in the person of her great leader 

Churchill, she still dominated men ' s minds and so for a while she 

seemed the equal of the giant from the East and th giant from the 

' West . Her mistake was to believe t his piece of fiction that she wa:i 

t he equal of Russia and America . And so, when the Western Europeara, 

with American aid, first tried to lift themselves out of their poverty 

~nd despair, Britain would not join them. She thought she was too 

big, that she could manage on her own with her Commonwealth partners . 

And then the miracle began to reveal itoelf . The West German 

economy was rebuilt at a fantastic rateo The French economy got going, 
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Italy, the Benelux countries (Belgium, the Netherlands and Lumumbotg'g) 

all got going . The European Coal and Steel Authorities, the EuropEm 

Assembly , freedom of movement~ all the crazy notions that had seemed 

a lot of fancy dreRms in the minds of people like Jean Monet - suddenl 

become real. 

Today the new Europe is the fastest growing force in the worl~ 
and in terms of ideas 

In political ~erms/it is already a third force and if it maintains :its 

present development there is no knowing where it might end. Indeed , 

if pre~ent trends continue the new Europe might yet grow to a point 

where its achievements outshine the best that the old Europe offered 

tn the world . In economic term~ it bi~ s fair to ou~ row the United 

States over the next decade - if present trends continue . This is 1re 

Europe which Britain must either join or be squeezed out of . Pure 

self interest dic t ates that she joins . But because of her sense of 

responsibility tow~rds the Commonwealth she has been arguing and 

bargaining with the European Ecomomic Community for the pretection 

of Commonwealth interests o If Britain were prepared to abandon the 

Commonwealth the Europeans would welcome her with open arms because 

they know she has a great contribution to make to the new Eu.rope . 

The fact that both President DeGaulle and Chancellor Adenaur are 

getting fed up with her bargaining is an indication of how hard she 

is trying to 'protect Commonwealth interests. So I do not think she 

deserves any abuse from any Commonwealth country. And you know, when 

it comes right down to fundamentals , the first responsibility of aru 

British Government is to- safeguard the welfare and interestsof its own 

people . And the welfare and interest of its own people demand 
, 0 

membership of the Europe~n Ecor.µnic Communi t y . Goodnight . 

·r 
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No 527 1) Casino Gambling 
,_2k?P;tJ a @ a 

NEvlS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Sept 12 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter brahams speaking 

Good evening: I hones ~ do not t hinK that we need to have gamb]ng 

in Jamaica in~rder to attract tourists hereo I think the whole 

assumption that legalised gambling at hote_ls will attract tourists 

is falseo Gambling does not attract tourists as sucho Gambling 

attracts gamblers o So the point is simply this : if we want to 

attract gamblers to Jamaica, then by all means legalise Casino 

gambling at our tourist ho.tels o Gamblers are attrac t mEi!i t o places 

where they can gamble . 

The peop le who are trying to push legalised gambling at our 

t ourist resorts make it' sound as though all tourists are gamblers o 

This is a piece of fiction o Gamblers are a minority. The majority 

of tourists, whether in the south of France or elsewhere, are never 

found in the gambling jointso So I think we should very clearly 

separate the two things: gambling is gambling; tourism is tourism . 

And a flourishing tourist industry is much le~s dependent on gambling 

than the promoters of gambling woul d make out. I think we can build 

up a very successful tourist industry without introducing gambling 

and gamblers into Jamaicao 

There was obe very revealing point that some of the promoters 

of gambling made in discussing the mattero It was suggested that, 

ixmx±~i!ma in order to make sure t hat Jamaicans are not corrupted , trey 
-

should not be allowed to go to t hese gambling places. In other words, 

set up gambling here, but exclude Ja~aicans from it. The idea seems 

to be that we would retain our native purity and our native innocerre 

by not coming into contact with gambling and the gamblers even thotg1 

they are operating on Jamaican soil . In- other words, just discrimirai..te 
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against the natives and everything would be allr ight . Well, i f the 

xm:xx promoters of gambling were right , if gambling were in fac t 

essential t o a successful tourist industry , I would sti ll not want 
/ 

it , especially on these terms . The point is : they are not right ~ 

You can have a highly successful tourist industry without having 

to sink to the level of importing gamblers and gambling o 

The trouble with thi.s sor t of thinking is that it still c~ncei\es 

of the Jamaican tourist industry in terms of catering for highly 

aff luent minorities . It is either the international smar t set - a 

small but very rich and influential group who set world fashion of 

- a sort , or it is the tired millionaires or _it is the Hollywood set. 

The trouble about sets like these is that there are so very few of 

them in the world o Once a place has fallen out of favour with the 

international smart set you have had it . And Jamaica is ' out ' at the · 

moment ~s far as the international smart set is concerned . We can 

either wait our turn until we get back into favour with them once 

more or we can look for other customers . There are not enough 

millionaires to go round o So , instead of saying ·' Allright , the smart 

set is -out , there is a shortage of millionaires, so let us cater t o 

the ordinary common or garden tourist - ' instead of sayibg that, 

we are looking for another special minority group , the gamblers 

this time . How far can this go . Supposing the gamblers, like the 

other minorities get tired of us and move off , to what lower leve~ 

do we sink? What other affluent minorities will we be able to 

attract? I think it is timei we stopped thinking of ,our tourist 

industry in terms of catering for minorities whether they be the 
, 

International Set, millionaires or gamblers . The ordinary people 

of the world still make up the largest numbers of tourists in the 

world . Let us give them a try for a change . Go odni ght 
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No 528 Polling Day in Gr nad 

NEWS COM ENTARY 
For transmissi~n on 
Thursday Sept 13 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Today is polling day in Grenada and last night 

the Administrator, Mr. J .M. Lloid appealed to the voters to make 

this a quiet election day . ~.r. Lloyd, incidentally, will be returnlhg 

to Jamaica soon to become the permanent civil service head of Jamai ca ' 

Ministry of External Affairs . 

But let us get back to the Grenada elections . Over the past 

week or so passions have been mounting; and over the past few days 

there have been incidents of violence and intimidation. nd it is 

this eruption of violence which has led Mr . Jimmy Lloyd to make 

hi s appeal for orderly voting today . 

Now, the reason for ~oday's election, as most of you know, is 

that earlier this year the Grenada constitution had to be suspended 

b ecause a Commission of Enquiry bad found Mr . Gairy's government 

guilty of mishandling public money and also of trying to , and 

succeeding, in _intimidating and bullying civil servants into doing 

thing~ irregularly . When all this came out and Grenada ' s constitutbn 

was suspended , an angry protest went up from most West Indian 

polit icians . I was very glad that Jamaican.politicians did not join 

the chorus of protest because I thought at the time and I still 

think that Mr . Gairy deserved the treatment he got . The unfortunate , 

part of the who l e business was that the people of Grenada were also 

ER±Rg punished for the sins of Mr . Gairy . But all that is in the 

past now . The real question is what the future hold for Grenada , and 

I think that in t;.erms of the future much will depend on how the 

voters choose today . 

Mr . Gairy closed his campaign last night by addre ssing his 
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followers from a boat just offshh~e - while his followers crowded 

t he beach listmiing. And he tried to make some symbolic connection 
I 

between his mee"'"'t ing and a gathering that took place on the edge 

of t he sea of Galilee nearly twQ:. thousanq, .,ears ago o Indeed , he 
t! 

is reported to have made free use of the .word Galile e . I found t his 

news most depressing . And if .• _Gairy ;,lns · today ' s elections we 

can look forward to more such depr~S~ing news out of Grenaaa o The 

Gairy platform this time is that he wants Grenada to become part 

of t he unitary state of Trinidad and Tobago . 

His opponent, Mr o Herbert Blaize, is leading his party on the 

platform, of joing the ' little Ei ght '. · So , if airy wins (and if he 

keeps his election promises) he will try to l ead Grenada to become 

a part of Trinidad and Tobago. But once Mr o Gairy stops and really 

t hinks wn what that might do to his own personal position , he is 

likely to get very worried . Dr . Er ic Williams is not the kind of mm 

who will ut .up with the Gairy brand of politics for longer than · 

he has too And once Grenada is definitely ,delivered into the 

Trinidad-Tobago fold Dr . Williams might have no use for Mr . Gairy . 

I am sure these thoughts have entered Mr . Gairy ' s head. tf , on the 

other hand , Mr . Blaize11 s party wins , Grenada would join the little 

Eight and that would be the political end of Mr . Eric Gairy . But 

whatever happens , I think this election marks t he turning point for 

Grenada . After this, t h e hard facts of life are going to make Grenmii 

realise that they are very small and very poor and cannot aff~Dd 

the luxury of either Cabinet Government or of Gairy- t ype politiciara. 

Goodnight 
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No 529 1) Jamaica in the U. N. 
2) The Case of Dr . Soblen 

NEi'lS . COM!• TARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Sept 14 at 6 ol5pom 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The news t hat the United Nations Secur ity Council 

has unanimously -approved Jamaica amd Trinidad ' s application fo r 

membership of the world body , means that the General Assembly ' s 

debate on these apilications later this month, will be something of 

a formality . So, for all practical purposes we can now safely say 

the Jamaica membership of the United Nations is a certainty . And that 

is very good news . 

Now let me go on to something whi ch I personally find a little 

more tricky to handle . Mr . Crawford from Knockpat r i ck has written 
I 

to ask me t o comment on, the case of Dr . Robert Soblem. Mr . CrawfordB 

letter was written before Dr . Soblen died , so , in a sense, the 

specific question he asks, does not arise any more . Mr . Crawford ' s 
' 

question was : Should Dr . Soblen be returned to the place- from which 

he escaped? And then Mr . Crawf ord· ~RX referred me to the Bible , t o 

Deutronomy Chpj)iaer 23 , verse 15 , which says "Thou shalt not deliver 

unto his master the servant which is escaped from his master unto t he 

And he also referred me to the first book of Samuel , the 30th chapt er , 

verse 15 which says : "And David said to him, Canst thou bring me 

down to this compa~y? And he said , Swear unto me by God, t hat thou 

wilt neither kill me , nor deliver me into the hands of my mas t er, 

and' I will bring thee down to this company o tt 

Fr om theee t wo references to the Bible it seems that Mr . Craw:Rrd 

is concerned with the princi_ple of the who l e question . Was it r ~ght 

for Britain and I srael t o make the att empt t o send Dr . Soblen ba ck 

to the United St ates ? 

It Mr . Cr awford will f orgiven me , I wi ll not di s cus s thi s 
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question in strictly theological terms . For one thing , I am no t 

qualified t o do so . Only a qualified religious leader could do that. 

But let us ask the question in terms of our relations and respons il:iti 

to our society. First, let us take a very simple case . man in 

Jamaica kills another man in Jamai ca o He is arrested , tried and 

found guiltyo He is then sentenc ed to life i mprisonment . He appeal s , 

and while the appeal is going on he gets on a plane and gets off a t 
. 

Puerto Rico . Should we.now apply the words of Deutronomy chapter 23, 
-
verse 15 t o this man? Because if we do, then this man can go scot 

free once he arrives in Puerto Rico . Indeed , it would mean that any . 

person anywhere can committ murder or a number of murders and then 

run to another country and be safe . And this would appl y to any 

cr ime . 

The important point of the Soblen ca~e, it seems to me, is t hat 

Dr . Soblem was a citizen of the United States . He enjoyed the 

protection and security . that society afforded all its citizens: he 

also had to bear the responsibilities that citizenship conferfed on 

him o And on~ of the responsibiltt es was to submit to and uphold 

the laws of his society . Another was to do nothing t o hurt th s~curit 

of his society, and, indeed , to do everything to strengthen it. ThIB 

has nothing to do with political opinions o Communist societies expect 

no less from their citizens . And whatever the nature of the society, 

the citizen who breaks the law is punished; and the nature of the 

punishment is made to fit the crime . These, it seems to me, are tre , 

GSSential facts behind the tragic and emotional drama~ of the Sobl~ 

case . Rightly or wrongly, the society, any soc1ety , protects itself 

by punishing any of its citizens who are caught breaking the rules 

by which the society lives o This i s t he essence of the rul e of l aw 0 

Goodnight. 
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No 530 Manley, Seaga and the Stadium 

E.'WS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Sept 15 at 6 . l ; p . m 
Peter brahams speaking 

• 

Good even1.pg : I have so far ' refrained from taking part in t he 

genera~ discussion on what was supposed to have happened between Mr. 

Edward Seaga and Mr o Herbert Macdonald over the seating of Mr . Maney 

at the the very successful Ninth Central American and Caribbean Ganas • 
. 

I have not said anything so far because I did not think that I could 

say anything that would be useful in clearing up the µiatter . And I 

certainly did not want to make any contri buticn to f 1'r thering any 

hard feelings and confusion . But now an important pi e ce of informatio·' 

from1 a reli ble source has come to my -knowledge and I t hink it heli:s 

·to clear the ·whole matter up , or, at least, to put it i n a much more 

sens ible perspect i ve. 

The piece of information I have is simply this. On the great day , 

at the fl~g raising ceremony , Mr. Manl ey sat besiae Sir Alexander 

Bustamante, and in front of most of the other Cabinet Ministers, at 

Sir Alexander Bustamante' s special invitation. I understand that ire 

Prime Minister wrote t he Leader of the Opposition a letter i nviting 

him to occupy that particular place of honour and distinction. 

I think if this particular piece of information had been generall 

known all the fuss and bother would have b_een'. avo i ded . And you know, 

once you stop and think of it. This was jus.t the sort of thing Sir 

Alexander Bus t amante would do. And by the same token, if Mr o Manley 

had headed t he government he woul d probably have done the same sort _, 
of t hing. Certainly, when! got this piece of information my i mmed :itt. e 

; rea.ct_ion ,ras : 'Ye8, cl' course, that is · e sort of 'thing Busta wouJd 

do. 1 

-~· 1'-. ,::; 

And, once this seating position had bee established f or ttr Man 
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by the Prime Minister himself, it was natural, at the Games, for the 

officials concerned to automatically escort Mr . Manley to t he s ame 

seating position whenev~r he visited the ~ames . 

I am sure thrub Mr . Seaga would not have become in..l'\.rolved in 

this unfortunate incident if he had known how Mr . anley ' s seating 

· position came about. Certainly, I would have thought that t his was 

the sort of XRlll thing that would be made known to the Min isters of 

Government at the least o 

But I do think that there is~ long- term lesson that our younger 

' politicians can learn from this business , and that i s how t o disagISe 

- and fight . politically wi thout having t o resort to t he methods of tl"B 

gut ter o I have n ever hear d _eithe'M Manley or Bust amant e abuse each 

ot her or call each other by the foul es t names o But I hav e heard some 

of our youngev polt ti cians of both parties be i ng quite nasty and -

personal and dirty about e ach other . I have met both Manley and 

Bust amante privately and I have never h eard the one say a mean or 

nasty t h i ng about the other. In fac t, I have been qu te impre ss ed 

by the respect wi th which each speaks of t he other. Unhappi l y I 
otGA 

cannot say the same about most of our 3-coun13Ql" poli ticia.ns . And you 

know , one day both :Manley and Bus t amante will disappear from the 

scene and a new generation of leaders will take, their place o When 

that day comes , will it mean a ret urn to the political jungle of d:irty 
and 

gut ter politics? Wi l l personal abusej character assassination b e t he 

order of the day? Unless our younger politicians l earn to r epect 

each other, that may indeed become the case . And the road . to t yranry 

has always begun with first contempt for your opponent s , then abuse 
- t ~e 

of them,and finall y their imprisonment and dest ruction. r n· f act, / ±± 
an 

is/amazi ng link between genuine good manner s and the poli ti ca l healfh 
of a society. Goodni ght 
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The the Union 

EW coi-IMENTA y I' O< 
For transmiss idm on ./ 

Hl1-\-.~day Sept 11l 4t 6 . 15p om 
, Peter Abrahams ~peaking 

,, 

Good evening : I think xkaxxxaxE mahy people have been profandl 

~ interested in last weekend ' s annual P . N .P . Conference . Indeed , I 

think that many people who are not normally interested in party 

conferences have shown very great interest in this one o And the 

reason for this is not far to seek o I think we all wanted to know 

just how the P .N.P . had stood up to its defeat last April . Had the 

defeat shaken the party? And if it had, how badly? And how had t he 

leaders taken it?xri And how had the rank- and- file taken it? And had 

the party found out why it lost the election? And if it had , were 

there any plans to do anything about it? These were the questions 
~ 

many of us a£ked ourselves and each other o And I think the interst 

in this year ' s P.N .P . confernce was basically because most of us 

wanted some sort of answers to these questions . Furthermore, I 

think we have received the answers . - I do not t hink they have been 

g i ven as specific answers to _t he specific quest ions I have listed . 

But for anybody who looks with care at the details of what went on 

and what was said , and at, the major decisions taken, the answers am 

as clear as though they were specific answers to these specific 

questions . So let us take a look at these answers. 

I think we all know that the defeat at the April general electio 

shook the P . N. P . badly from top to bottom . The annual conference 

showed beyond all doubt that the party has now shaken off the 

stunning effects of that defeat . Basically, both t he leadership and 

t he rank- and- file membership seemed in a healthier state than a 
, 

few months before the April elections . The ranks are closed and 

there has been no serious conflict within the party . Although Mr . 
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Wi lls I saacs resigned the fi rst Vice- Br esiden9y of the party s ome 

weeks ago, and a l though he dec lined nomination at the conf erence , 

there was no hint of any sort of basic conflict . ~.r . Glasspole , 

po s s ibly t he ablest administrator in the P . N. P . next to 'Ir . Manley, 

was elected f irst Vice Pr~sident , thus getting his l onged- f or 

recognition ' i nside- the party . ' , Dr . Ivan Lloyd was _elect Second 

Vice President and ~ . Allan Isaacs Third Vice President . :Mr ; Vivien 

Blake defeated Mr s • . Iris King for the Fourt~ Vic e Presi~ency. 

The two most striking points that emerge from the election are: 

first , VlI' . Glasspole ' s sudden appearanc e as a dominan t political 

figure within the party. Just a couple of years_g.go it looked as 

though Mr . Wills I saa cs had completely wiped. out Mr . Glasspole ' s 

chances : but today it is Mr . I saac s who is out of the picture and 

IVIr . Glasspole who is very much in it . But let us not fo rget that 

Jr . Wills Isaacs ' absence is from his own choice . The second striking 

thing about the ~ .N .P . elections is Jif.ll'.' •. Allan Isaacs ' winning of 

the Third Vice Presidency . This , I think , establishes Mr . Al lan 

Isaacs firmly as one of the key leaders inside the party and a man 

with a great future . I also hope it m~ans that that section of the 
leadership 

P . N. . /which \•ras always hostile to Ir . Allan Isaacs will now really 

_ give him a chance to make the contri bution he is capable of. 
decisions 

But all these important D HNg~x become insignificant beside 

the ey decision taken at the conference : the decision that the 
- . 

i ational Workers ' Union should become affiliated to the party and 

should have ten members on the National Executive and three members 

on the Executive Comnittee of the party . · This is the most radical an. ­

the most far - reaching decision of the confer ence . I t is one whi ch :is 

bound t h change the entire power structur e and perspective of t he 

party i n the mont hs and year s ahead . I will d i s cuss t h i s crucia l 
dec ision t o morrow . 80 t i li then , goo~night. 
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No P . N.P. Annual Conference : 
Party & Uni on (2) 

NEWS COI1MENT.l RY 
F~ ransmission on 
~~~day Sept 19' at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abr ahams speaking 

Good evening; On the day that the National Workers Union 

sends ten of its members to sit on the Nationa l Executive Committee 

of the .People ' s National Party; \ 
and when it sends three of its 

members to t ake part in the work of the Executive Committee of the 

party , on that day the People's National Party will become the most 
-

representative political party in the country, as well as bei ng 

the one that rs most democratical l y controlled. And this will in 

f act be something compfuetely new in the party political structure 

of this society . 
; 

Now, we all know that the relationship between the Bustamante 

Industrial Trade Union and the Jamaica Labour Party is one that has 

been formalised with a greater i ntimacy between union and party t bm 

there was between the P.N .P. and the N.W.U. until this annual 
I 

conference . But we also know that this was s o largely because of 

the decision of one man who represented in his person both the top 

leaderslip of the part and the top leadership of t~e union . Sir 

Ale~ander Bustamante is head of the party and head of the union . 

d the intimate relations between the J.L.P. and the B.I.TU is a 

creation of Sir Alexander Bustamante . He has the last say in both ; 

he e c ides on how both operate. In fact , he is, both actually and 

symbolically , the unifying factor. He is the party and he is the 

union . And this is a completely different relationship from the 

one that is now being established between the People ' s Iational 

Party and the National Workers Union . 

In the new P.N . P N. W.U . set - up the union will be formally 
'..) 

represented on the polcy- rnaking and executive bodies of the paEty . 

\ 
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and it wi l l b -repres ented in such nuw er s as to ensure t hat it s 

voice is heard and its i nfluence felt. For ins t an c e , i f a l l t he 

middle- class types who work as officers of the union ·were sent t o 

the National Executive of the party , they would still not make up 

the ten neededo So, ·whatever happens a working class element that 

sees its poli tical problems from a working-class _angle is now bound 

to appear on the .P . N. P . National Executiveo In fact, my guess is 

that the union repre~entatives on the National Executive will be 

almost exclusively working-class. And i n the planning of the day -1:&­

day running of the party there will be three men from the union 

speaking from thi s dist i nctly working- class point of view . All you 

have to do is stop and think a little what a remarkable chag e t hi s 

i s within tne leadership of tbe P .N.P . The mid le- class nationalist 

party which has been in the van of the indv endence movement is now 

trying to ' t ransform itself into a party representing all the key 

interests of the society, except one . The party already r presentiE 

the best in mi ddle- class interests , it also has strong f ar mi ng 

representation inside its ranks . And now it i s opening i ts arms t o 

strong representation from the National Workers Union . Inevi ta~ly, 

this is going to change the P . N. P. itself. At the risk of offending 

P .N.P . diehards , if an election h~d to be lost to achieve this , t hm 
I 

t ' is well that it were lost . Cert ainl y , it looks very much as thougi 
I 

out of defeat, t he P .. P. plans to turn itself into the most represnt 

and the most democratic party in this part of the world . Mr . ManleyB 
I t 

call for new blood confir ms this . j 6ertainly/ seems to me that the P oN. 

has learned quickly and well from its d€feat o And t his may prove vey 

significant for Jamaica . Goodnight . 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

Letter from Richard Strauss 
on Caring for the 

Land. 

Wednesday Sept. 19 at 6015 p.m. 
Peter AbrahRms speaking 

Good evening : ~LHffiiij;tJi~jtixmdnHits from 

a letter which I received from Mr. Richard Straus~, the , General 

Manager of Tryall Estates in Port Maria. I think this letter is so 
✓ 

important that I em sorry to have had .to cut out parts of it for 

re asons of timeo In any event I am most grateful to Mr. Strauss and 

her€! ·is the major portion of his -letter; Dear Mr. Abrahams, I was 

delighted to hear you stress the impor tance of increased food produc­

tion in your bro adc ast of the 8th September. 

With the world population at present doubling itself every 20 

years -(and J amaica's annual popula tion increases al one are themselves 

startling), it seems impo ssible to overemphasise the importance of 

taking steps not only to feed, but adequately to feed this increased 

population which is still increasing at a faster rate than food pro-

duction. In considering the magnitude of this problem, let us never_ 

forget tha t there ALREADY are in t hi s world not thousands but millions 

who are inadequa tely fee: hunger is a terrible plight to be in and a 

terrible sight to witness: This can be changed but i t will need 

proper u~e of the l and, hard work and adequa te financing. Here are 

some ideas for 'Jamaica: First: The main Agricultur~l Development 

Programme must be bipartisan. The provision of food for future genera-

tions is no ma t ter for vote catching . Thi s me an s that all Marketing 

Boards, etc. will be chosen on a bipartisan ba s i s: appointments will 

be made on merit only: no more jobs for the ·boys chang~ng with ea<?h 

Government. Second: All Agriculture plans aimed at maximum ·production 

from e ach area MUST take zoning and mar ke ting into ac count. This means ~ 

A comprehen s i ve revi.ew of all J amaica's agricultural l an d so that the 
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~ost suitable crops can be grown in the most suitable are as. 

Third: Land Development: Development must be in economic unitso 

India, Keyn a and ot her 'countries have proved how inei'ficient and 

disastrous is land fractionalisation. Ten ant farmers, farming (with 

expert advice) 10, 15, 20 or 25 acre lots c~uid prov.ide the yeoman 

farmer backbone tha t J amaica needs. Wher e suitable, the land could 

be ter r ace by the Government and the rent would include terrace and 

run-o f f upkeep. Terracing would both preserve and utilise much of the 

available hillside land. To overcome existing prejudice again s t 

tenant farming , the Government can start with a well ~hought QUt small 

plan - say 300 acres on land which they already ·own, te r r acing it and 

l e tting it to say 12 selected farmers who undertake to farm this land 

un der advice. Once such a scheme is a fin ancial successf the waiting 

l ist for small farms will grow more rapidly than the farms can be 

available. This has already been proved in other coun t ries. ("Fourth: 

Costs': All this will cost a l o t of money. We 'Shouiiii· not be ~ hamed 

to seek interna tional financial and technical help for a long term 
'-

well thought out bipar tisan development scheme. Nor should we be 

afraid, in my opinion, of having experts from say Fran ce·, running 
I . 

two Casi nos here if the taxes and shares of the profit help to '_finance 

J amaica's development. These Casinos will attract tourists and 
I 

I 

re s iden t s would have to pay a stiff membership fee - this would keep 

out all t hose who cannot afford to gamble. Fifth: Work: Unions, 

because they are now affili a ted to poli t ical parties, are tempted to 

let issues - because of vote ca tching - get out of perspective. Two 

f actories have recently .clo sed down which, h ad the workers been re~re-

sented by Craft Unions, would probably still be openo So we need 
I 

bipar t i san union reform after an agreed Committee has been appointed 

to study oversea s the best ex~ples of high -productivity and profit 
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sharing and to recommend how such methods can best be applied for 

the benefit of all in J amaica. For ONLY BY UNREMITTING HARD WORK 

can such a programme of Agricultural reform bg carried outo Finally, 

Government should offer death duty tax concession s to those who 

will develop their l and for s ale to teri ant farmers: and a f air price 

fixed ,by judicial tribunal base d on current value to t hose have 

l and 

I agree wi t h you- Sirt there is urgent need f or thought and 

discussion: and after discussi on for ACTION on agreed non party 

~ -tb:-€ai.Ar""~j I 

Tha t i s ~ letter from Mr. Strau~-;-~h f ~e with eve1y word 

~~~ ~ ' @!!tt::- ,,_ ~~~ 
C of it. . S•rulni@~. -~ r vv~ L..,,,Ji.,f ~'-'""-~v\__j.<---'\.,---,0 

~ l"",_c__~ 

lines. 

C9----
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No 534 1 End of Commonwealtli Conference 
40 7 IR Pct 0 r: II Un-

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Sept 20 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The Commonw~alth Prime Ministers ' Conference 

has ended and it has, ended pretty much as I expected it t o end o 
\ 

Nothing was settled dramatically and it is very difficult to speci fy 

exactly what the conference has achieved . As t he J amaican Prime 

Minister has commented in London) there has· been a lot of talk, ta]; 

talk . \-\d. yet I think it would be a mistake to dismiss the conference 

as having a chieved nothing . I think much was achieved that is very 
,J. 

important . I think all the Commonwealth Prime Ministers at the 

conference got a much clearer idea of exactly what the European 

Common vlarket is, and got a pretty clear idea of Britain ' s exact 

position in relation to it o t the st~rt of the -0onference I had 

the odd feeling that not even the so - called older members of the 

Commonwealth understood the hard facts of Britain ' s economic position 

in relation to Eeurope . Certainl y, th~ Canadians, Australi ans and 

New Zealanders sounded off as though Britain could stay out of the 

Common M.arket without doing serious long- term damage to herself. 

And it was up to 0-.c o Eric Williams , the Prime M~ni ster of the newest 

member of the Commonwealth, to be the first to see and say publicly 

just wnat the real situation was . We have , Eric Williams said in 

effect, a veBted interest in a strong and pro~perous Britain : a 

weak Britain would be of no use to us. By the end of the conference, 

and in spite of all the words, I had t he feeling that most of the 

delegates understood that the cold hard fact ,.,as t hat Britain could 

not . afford to stay out of t he Common Karket .. This understanding was, 

I t hink , an important achievement. And in spit e of the gloomy 

aharacters who announced , some for the umpteenth time, that this WEE 
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the end of the -Commonwealth, t he Commonweal th seems more a live and 

real to me than it was before the Conference . This is one of t he 

notable after- effects of these Cpmmonwealth Prime Ministers ' 

Conferences o They always end. up by giving the Commonwealth i dea 

an invigorating shot in the arm , no matter what differences there 

might have been o 

' At the conference befo:ee this one - t he -one at which South Afr5c a 

was thrown , out - another set of gloomy prophets of doom saw that 

as the end of the Com1nonweal th. But again after that conference 

the Commonwealth idea emerged stronger t han it had been before . So, 

xf I would not put too much weight on t hese forecasts of disaster . 

The Commonwealth is as much an idea as1 it is a formalised institut:im . 

And you know how very difficult it is to destroy mi ideaJ or for an 

idea to die. 

But back to the Commonwealth and the Common Marketo Most of 

the African members have declared themselves against becoming 

Associate Members, if Britain enters . Trinidad on the .other hand, 

has declared that she will seek Asso c i a t e membership. I think the 

fricans ar e t h inking in ter ms of an African Common }!arket in the 

futur e, and they want to ·be free t o join this. Also, ' Africa is a 

vast continuous land mass which coul d , given m ssive ~echnica l and 

i n -:l us t1·ia l development , become a world e conomi c f or ce in , say , twenw,­

five years ' t-ime . None of the other Commonv! eal t h coun t ri e s are in 

this pos mtion so there is no sense in t hem giving up the possible 

benefits of ssociate membersr i p • .And so it would seem to me that 

Jamaica , and the other countries that are eligible should join . They 

have a lot to .gain by going n with Brit~in and a lot to lose if sre 

goes in artd they stay out . Goodnight . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 535 Jamaica at the United Nations 

NEV/ COM ,TENT Y 
For transmission on 
Friday Sept 21 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking . 

Good evening : On Tuesday of this week Jamaica was formally 

admitted to membership of the Uni tea. ations . 1-1:r . Egerton Richardan 

took his seat as Jamaica ' s permanent representative, and after the 

speeches of welcome , he replied . nd because of what Mr . Richardson 

said to the General Assembly we can now begin to answer a very 

- important question. The question is: \·!hat is Jamaica ' s · foreign policy 

Of course , in a general sort of way , most of us had a sort of rough 

working idea as to what Jamaica ' s foreign policy was likJly to be . 

We knew t tat the leaders of both major parties had declared quite 

firmly that Jamaica was n the Western camp . The two parties may 

disagree about the question of American bases here, ar at least, on 

how_ you go about it , but that is as far as the disagre~ment goes. 

1r . Manley criticised t he way in which Sir Alexander Bustamante 

offered the Americans a base here as a ' crude gesture ' . He criticim:l 

the way rather than the fact of the offer of a base . We also knew 

t hat the P .N.P . seemed to put a little more weight on the African 

connection than the J .L .P . But here again such difference as there 

was was a difference of emphasis rather than of principle . But all 

this was rathe~ general . ow we can say that Mr . Egerton R chardscn 

has , by what he said to the United Nations General Assembly, given 

t _he broad outlines of Jamaicci.'1 foreign -policy . So what are the outlires 

, of this fqreign policy? 

Let me quote what seems to me the key paragraph of Mr . Richardso 

speech o He said : "Because the large majority of our p' eople are 

~frican i ~origin , J ~aica oelieves it understands and can fully 

sympathise with the fundamental aspirations of the new nations of 
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f rica . By the f~ct of georgraphy , however , we are par t of the 

Western Hemisphere and inevitabl y we must see many of the problems 

of the world from that perspective . Perhaps , therefore , in time 

Jamaica ' s contribution to the cause of international peace will 
\ 

be the help it can give to the increase in tolerance and under-

standing between the nations of the different continents . " 

To me this was the key paragraph in Mr . Richardson ' s speech . 

And if you reduce it no non- qiplomatic language ix we have t he 

following : First , the majority of Jamaicans are dark- skinned 

people and so they are naturally interested in what goes on in 

frica and in what the African people are striving for . But Jamai ea 

is nearer to the United . States and Latin American than it is t o 

Afri ca and this fact is bound to influence the way in which Jamaica 

will look at the. world ' s problems . In other words , Jamaica is not 

likely to support everything the Afro - Asian group of countries do 

because she is not one of them and her situation is such that she 

cannot see everything as they do . Instead of joining any power 

groupings , she will work for tolerance between the nations and the 

continents . And the way in which Jamaica will try to do this 

would be not by having any theories or supporting any ' isms ' but 

by looking for yractical solutions o So there you have the foundat i 

of Jamaica foreign policy : we are on the side of peace and t oleranc e 

between nations, and race and continents and we will do everything Wl 

to further this aim without joining blocs and groupings . Of course , 

much will depend on how this is t r ans l ated in Jamaica ' s vot i ng and 
diplomatic 

other/activities . But as our very firs t declaration mn foreign 

relations , I find it excellent o 
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For transmission on 
Saturday Sept 22 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

61 Af''tfiur Brown 
E. E oT Henry 

Good evening : This evening I want to comment on two civil 

service news items , that were made public on 'fhursday . One is a 

straightforward promotion which i s very welcome indeed :and the other 

is the ending of a contract. Mr . G. Arthur Brown. has been appo inted 

Financ ial Secretany in succession to 11.'.lr . Egerton Richar dson who 

·is now our perman ent representative at the United Nations o I f I 

express satis faction at Mr . Brown ' s appointment it i s not because 

I expected anythi ng else : it is the satisfaction of knowing t hat 

what should have been done has been doDft. And I am sure this is the 

way anybody who knows Arthur Brown will react . He is a first - cla ss 

public servant who has and will go on serving h i s country with 

remarkable abil ity . 

Now for a word about the ending of the contract of Mr . A. E. T . 

Henry as the Government ' s Public Relations Officer . Mro Henry was 
shortl~ after · 

appointed to the pos t on contract in 1956/x~~» ~he P.Y.P . xazxiNga:ired 

power. Before Mr . Henry ' s appo intment Mr . Hal Glave who had been 

t rained by the Colonial Offi ce, handled the government ' s pulic 

relations . Under Mr . Gl ave t he operation was a small- scale affair 

with only a few people . Mr o Glave ' s title was t hat of As sitaant 

Publi c Relations Officer . The post of public r elations officer 

which had normally been filled by the eolonial Office from London 
\ 

was vacant , and had been vacant for quite some time . Mr. Glav e had 

t hus done the work of a Publi c Relations Officer for some time . _,e 

had done the work under the first J .L . P . Government and the P .N.P 

Government found him on the job . The P . N •• government ad two 

alternatives: it could promote Mr . Glave and make him Public Rela.t ms 
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Officer , thus making a straight civil service job out of it. The 

second thing it could do was to turn it into a political job by 

appointing a political' personality . By appointing Mr . Henry the 

P . N .• government made t he post of Public Relations Officer a strajglt 

poli t 'ical job o 

I personally think Mr . Henry gid a good job of building up the 

service until it locv# iike a government department • .-_ indeed ¥ir • 
. ~ 

Henry tried, and I think he succeeded, in being as meticulously 
<?~---

non-pelltical as any civil service departmental head . , The unhappy 
1 is 

fact x~~ that the appointment was -universally r egarded as political 

and so, inevitably; with a change of government Mr . H~nry ' s contract 

was bound to be ended . And t his has now happened: And this now raise£ 
a 1'ew questions. 

p;x~x~x~~~o First , should Mr . Henry have used the Government 

j,'ublic Relations Department and all its r esources to keep the P .N.P 
I 

in power? Because if he had and the P .N.P . had won he would st i ll 

have been in a job today . Second , when ¥ir . Henry ' s successor is 

appointed , is he going to be as non-pai,tisan as Mr . Henry was xmtx 

especially now that he knows his job l asts only as long · as his parw 

is in power? Or will he have learnt from !t;r . Henry~ s experience an 

use the ub lic Relations Department to help keep the ruling party 

in power? It seems to me that the whole business is in something of 

a mess at the moment . And this is a very great pity because the job 

of keepi ng the country informed about itself and keep ing the wo r l d 
( 

'\ 

informed about the country is one of the ~ost sensitive jobs . But ~s 
~ (L \, p~ 

a party politcal job it ~H only attract 
a very sad state of affairs 
a.~~~~x Goodnight. 

party hacks - and that w 
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No 537 A time for Stocktaking 

"EWS COM'.lENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Sept 24 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams spealcing 

Good evening : J amaica is now in its second mont h as an indepaden 

state . The government of J amaica is now in its s ixth month in pff:ire. 

In t he last two weeks Jamaica has sat in on t he Commonwealth Prime 

Ministers, Conference , has been formally admi tted •into membershi p of 

t he United ations , t he World Bank and t he International Monet ary 

Fund . Indeed , sinc e April of this year Jamaica has been making the 

headlines in the world ' s pr ess o And t he headlines have , on the whole , 
' t,J_ 

been very goo d indeedo When he return to the i s land las t night , 

1r . Sangster reported that Jamaica ' s name and pr est ige s tand vepy 

~ high in _·t he wester n capitals at the moment . He said that if Jamaica 

maintained thie good reputation we would be able t o get all the he]p 

possible Afrom the Eur~pean Economi c Community, from Washington, 

and from London o In other words, our- credit is good and it will 

suit us to keep it t hat wayo 

But all in all , the independence celebrations , t he trips to 
- ., . 

London and Washington , the meetings of t he . U •• and Wo r ld Bank have 
f\ 

been s omethi ng of a big time splash . And we have all been carried 

away by it a litt le . I t hes been a sort of party time and you often 
r 

make good contacts and good impressions at a party . But no party 

goes on forever . Sooner or later the party comes t o an end , the 

guests go home and we have to take stock of ourselves in preparation 

for t he work - aday world . I t hi nk J amaica has no r ea ched this poin~ 

The Prime Mini ster and the o ther Mi n i sters of Government will be 

back tomorrow and t hey, and we , will have to set about looking 

after the affairs and needs of the country . So I t hink it would be 

wise to take stock and see j us t what our situation is . 
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Let us begin with the political picture . It seems to me that 

the politica l picture is pretty healthy and stable . The events of 
I 

the last twelve months have confirmed this and so has the annual 
-

conference of t he feople ' s National Party . The conference showed a 

P .N. P . that looked much more attrac tive and dynami c in defeat than 
during 

it looked/its last three years in power. And a strong oppositioh , as 

we all know , is one of the greatest safeguards against the abuse of 

power. 

On the whole I do not think the government has made any real 

attempt to abuse its power or to act unconstitutionally . There is 

the problem of the P~ime Minister being the head of a trade union . 

But if t he Jamaica Times' latest f ront page story has ?,ny foundation 

in fac t then Sir Alexander Bustamante is likely· to give up mm:tk his 

presidencies of both the J amaica Labour Party and the B. I .T .U. when 

the J . L.P . holds its annual conference i n November . According to 
' 

the Times ' story this would clear the way fo r Sir Alexander to go 

to King ' s House as Governor- General . This is a distinct possibility, 

but I do not think it is as~cl~ar cut as the Times makes out . For -

instance , it is an open secret that things are not very settled inside 
. 

the J . L .P . And I frankly do not see Sir Alexander giving up the 

leadership of the part y until things are settled_ And things may not 

be settled by November. But 1 think that whatever he does , Sir 

Alexander intends t o act within the framework of the constitution , 

partly because that is how he would prefer to a ct but also because 

he knows. that t he P •. P . would hound him i f he did not . So I would 

say that politically the situation is far from as ugly or menacing 

as some people make- out . Our responsibility is to make sure that 

any hint of developing ugliness is stopped and stopped qu~ckly o 
Goodnight o 
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No 538 St ocktaling : The Economy 

NEWS CO~J.1Et TARY 
For transmission. on 
Tuesday Sept 25 at 6 . 15p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking -

Good evening: Last night I told you t hat I t hought the political 

situation reasonably sound . But this does not of course mean that 

everything in t he garden is lovely . The scrap between the Minister 

of Agriculture and the J amaica Agricultural Society is one of the 

unhappy political factors of today , one of the hints ot ugliness 

about which I talked yesterday . One has also heard much about 

victimisation and p eople losing t he ir j obs but it is always diffi cult 
they 

to pin t hese charges down . In any case/are often t he stock in trade 
/ 

of t he party political scrap . 

Where it does seem to me that thing s are not so good i s in t he 

e conomy of t he country . A careful sto cktaking here will show a rather 

sombre picture . Money is tight . Business peopl e are ho l ding on to 
\ 

t heir morrey : they are ne spending and they are not investing . And jf 

you a sk them some of them will admit frankly that t hey are holding 

back o This has been described as some sort of ' standstill 'o Unfort unat 

an ~conomy , any e conomy r a r e-ly , if ever , stands s till , it ei t her 

goes forward or backwar d . And t he present so::.called standstill is 

in fact an i mpBecep tible slipping back o 

The peop l e who are holding back their money say they are waiting 

for the government to give them a lead . And the government , let us 

face it , has not yet given them a lead a At present the gover nment's 

posit ion seems to be that it cannot give any kind of lead until its 

own Development Plan is r eady o Meanwhile unti l t he Plan is ready , 
. 

money i s going to remain tight and the uncert ainty i n the country. is 

likely to deepen . 

There are other/:fxx:txx:ti&m factors too . There is , f or instance , 
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t he fear of price controls . One busine9sman told me that h_e had 
~--c,,.~ ~ -

all but finali~a a~rangements for the setting up of a drug .making 

factory here but f ear of pri ce controls has put a stop to that . And 
, 

so we will not have one new factory which would have supplied jobs 

for a number of people and probably also reduced the cost of our 

drugs and antibiotics ~ And yet , you know , t h is government was elected 

and one of its election promi ses was to bring down t he co~t of liv:hg 

by controlling prices . 

Next, I understand that a very l arge sum of money, something 

like five iliil&ion pounds that could have been inves t ed in low cost _ 
~~-~&-<$~~ 

hous ing was lost to ·us because it was ~be Hetole13a 'i't:t'!e- could raise 
A -

~ . the mone~ nd the government did not want to touch any money rai sed 

by :th~ I~ s . Now let me say; ranµ y t hat I am not interested 
- ....--- e< - -,'(~ ~~0 .. t~f) ~ 

in how this affec't;{._ ~P.t@y_ can t ake c~r e of thc~es o 
A "-

~n making their money t hey b:hve o:3::-ee made a major con Lri1m Liou t 

Jamaica • □ hous i ng needs , and fa r thi s I r eop eo t them but bey-en t'l--'&h$­
etting 

I a m not p ar±,i c 11 J a rl~ ~ t v•. What I am concerned about is/low 

cost hous i ng for the homel ess and jobs f or t he j obless . 

~ It seems to me that _we will a ll have to t hink very carefully 

about the economy . I think the government must dec lare its pl ans 

s oon s o as to g ive the country a lead . I th i nk the business community 

must accept tl}e fact that this government is commi tted to br i dging 

the gap between t he haves and t he have- no ts . Not to db so is to defy 

the clearly expressed will of the majo rity of their fellow citizen s. 

Above all, I think we must get going nowo The party is over . It 1 s 

time we all settled down t o har d honest work o Goo dni ght . 
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· l~ o 539 Stockingtaking : A Question of Values 

NEWS CO 1MEJ: TA Y 
For transmission on 
t'lednesday Sept 26 at 6 . 15p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : To sum up t his stocktaking session let us pause 

and look at the values of this society . What are the values by 

which the society live? And what are the factors t hat are most lila.y 

to undermine t hose values? 

The majority of t he citizens of t his society are Christian and 

the value s by which they live, however imperfet tly , are tho se taught 
/ 

by t he Christian church , -the Ten Commandments , the Sermon on ~he 

Mount, t he Lord ' s Prayer" These are values which put each indtvidual 

into a very s pecial and a very unique relationship with his 9r her 

God 0 And this in turn has led to t he ac ceptance in the society of 

the idea of the sancttlty and inviolability of the huraan person . 

And so we talk about t he I rights of man I : the right to life' liberw 

and t he persuit of happiness , t he right to free speech, t he right 

to think freely, t he right to work , the right to dec i qe the form 

of government we have and the righ t to choo se those who wi ll run 

the government on our behalf . Broadly t hen , these are t he values 

of our society . 

But we do not all put t he same weight on each of t hese ' rights '. 

To t h e man who is hungry the most important t hing of all i s to get 

bread . The writer or a rtist or journalist , on the othe r hand , will 

be much more conc erned with ~reedom of speech, espec i a lly if he is 

r easonably successful and has forgotten or nevetC known hunger. But 

t hen you mi ght have t he businessman who is no t particularly interes-ed 

in e ither freedom from hunger or f r eedom of speech : for h im t h e 

number one freedom is likely to be the freedom to hold property and 

the freedom to make as big t r ofit as possible . And so we can go en, 
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showing how we all tend to see and define freedom from an essentially 

selfish point of view . Price controls, properly operated and 

regulated , should make life much easier and bring greater material 

benefit s to the poorer sections of the community : but t o the 

businessman it i s an infringement ~n his freedom to make a profit . 

Arid, so there emerges a conflict of interets between the businessman 

seeking his profit and the poor and hungry citizen seeking an easiEr 

a ccess to food . If the businessman is strong enough t o res i st the 

attempts to control prices and to regulate the redistribution of th:r 

nation ' s wealth , he will do so thus depriving the poor citizen of 

his hoped- for freedom from hunger . Convers&iy , if t he hungry citizera 
I are strong enough they may destroy the bus iness people , nationalise 

everything and take care of their interetts. In each case one section 

of ~he community has , in persuit of its most i mportant freedom , taken 

freedom from another section • .And this sort of conflict of interests ,, 

is most pronounced in societies where t he inequalities are greatest. 

And let us face it r the inequalities are pretty gr eat in J amaica . 

So how do' we get out• of t hi s ?. Indeed , is it possible to get , ot:t 
1 

of t his without one group imposing its w1ll on all the others? The 

communists say no . They say the fi sht must go on till the i nterests 

of the working classes prevail over all other interests o But I t hirk 

Britain and the Scandinavian countries have s ho\'m t hat a balance can 

be struck between the conflicting interests within the society: which 
does 

iswhat t h e welfare state/xx. But for this to happen t he society must 

accep t certain values , one of wh ich is t hat no citizen should be 

allowed to drop below~ certain level of living . The alternative is 

is the NRR sharpening of t he present bitter conflict of intere'ts~ 

Goodn ight . 
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' JS CO !MENTARY 

\ 

On Witholding Information 

For transmission on 
Thursday Sept 27 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I sincerely hope tha t this government is not ~,, 

going to be too cagey about giving out information . Mos t governments 

do tend to want to withold information until they can g ive i t out 

with t he be s t possible benefit to themselves and t heir parti es .~~ 

most Jg£ ±:ts•s e governments the business er public relations seems to 

be the art of witholdi ng information . Now , I know that we cannot 

expect this or any government to make all its affairs public , There 

are always things which mus t , in the national interest, be witheld 

f rom the general public for a time at l east . For instanc e , the 
' ' 

contents of the Budget come f to mind i mmed iately . If before Budget -

Day we all knew what pric es would go up or down or what new taxes 

would be introduced , many business concerns could make fortunes 

overnight and many peopl e could so arrange thet r aff airs as to get 
I 

around the propos ed increases o In such cases secrecy i s very importan 

And , of cours e , we do not expect what goes on in the Cabinet t o be 

public property, with the views of each Minister being discussed 

in our rumshops and othe.r drinking pl a ces " These expr ession_s of 

views that lead up to collective Cabinet decis ions must bex~R:S:~Ri&:t 

secret and each Minister of government must be conceded the right 

to withold information unti l something has definitely been settled . 
~ I 

But once a matt er is settled and decided upon then I think all the 

citizens of the country are entitled to be told as much as possibl? 

about it o Once a decision has been: taken which is likely to affect 

al l of us then t he government , any government , owes it to t he people 

to let them have all the facts as clearly and as quickly as possibJe. 

These remarks of mine stem directly from t he fact that on 
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Tuesday of t his week the Minister of Labour, tr' . Lynden Newland , 
' 

opened a conference between employers ' and workers rep r esenatives 

to discuss the establishment of a Fair Labour Code for Jamaica . At 

this meeting the Minister also presented a draft document as the 

basis for discussion . 

I thin~ there is no doubt at all that this is a very important 

move . It is important t~at there should be t he most cordial relations 

possible between management and labour and that these should be 

based on clearly established principles which, are undertsood and 

accepted by both sides o And there could be no better w,ay of a chi eving 

t his than by the adoption of a Fair Labour Practices Code . So I 

was naturally interes ted when I heard that t he Minister of Labour 

had actu~lly presented the meeti ng with a dr a ft of such a code . The 

idea was that the repr esentatives would take t he document as a basis 

for discussion: they would study it , d i s cuss -it and put forward their 

own ideas - which is the v ery correct and t he very democratic way af 

going about these t hings . So I tried to get ho l d of a copy of thms 

draft Fair Labour Code . I knew you would all be interested and 

probably hav e your own discussions on it because this is a matter af 

national interest . And then I ran into trouble . Tee linistry was not 

prepared to release t he document . Well , to cut a long story short, 

I made it my bus iness to get a copy of the doc_ument . And you know , 

there is not a single thin in this do cument to justify the attempt 

to withold it from the public . In fact, after reading it, I just 

cannot understand why there was t his attempt. In fact there is 

nothing either confidential or basi cally new in t his document . So 

there was no need to withold it o I will give you a summary of t he 

document tomorrow, s o till then , goodnight o 
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. No 541 Fair Labour Code 

1, EWS COMM 'T Y 
For transmission on 
Friday Sept 28 at 6 . 15p om 
Peter bra.hams speaking 

Good evening : The Ministry of Labour ' s Draft of t he Fa ir 

Labour Code begins by establishing the right of both labour a.YJ.d 

management to organise themselves freely and wit hout any outside 

interference . This has been common~y accepted as a right for a 

very long, so t here is -nothing new here . Trade unions and errp loye:B ' 

organisations have for long written their own constitutions and 
~ . 

elected their own of ficers . _Enploy~es have enjoyed ~he right ~o 

strike and employers the right to lpck- outo At the very least , , 

employers have always paid lip- service to the pr inciple of fair 

labour s t ~ndards ; and unions and workers have , again at the very 
~ / 

least , paid lip - service to ~h~ principle of faithfully discharging 

their duties and responsibilities to employers and protecting their 

interests and property . By r estating them and putting them in a Far 

Labour Code these noble principle may one day become comnion practice 

among both wo rkers and employers . So may the proposition that wo~kers 

should not stage unofficial strikes . 

And so we come to the listing of Unfair Labour racti4es . It 

shall be unfair labour practice for employers to interfere with the 

workers ' right to organise , refuse to bargain with the union of the 

workers' choice, victimise workers for union activity , or lock out 

their emplyyees as an act of sympathy cith other em loyers o On the 
.. 

. other side, it shall be unfair l abour practices_ for the workers or 

unions to interfere with the emplo, ers' right to organise , refuse 

to bargain collectively with employers , take part in union a ctivity 

during working hours without the consent of the emp loyer , or stage 

sympathy strikes or go - s lows . 
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Th ese are the key points of t he draft Fai r Labour Code~t hat 
-

t he Minis t er put before t he representatives of workers and employers 

on Tuesday . There a r e o t her points too , s uch a s t he det a ils on 

repr esentation~l r ights , coll ective bar g~ining , co l l e ct i ve agr eemerm 

joint i ndus tria l counc i l s , grievance procedures , wa ges , working 

conditions, and t he f a ct t hat appr entices shoul d not take part in 

any indus tri a l dispute i. But these , as you know, are a ll t hi ngs 

t hat a r e v er y much with us . And t here is c ertainly noth ing here t hat 

has not been d i s cussed public a t l east a hundred times over . 

But I t hink it would be a mi s t ake ,t h assess the potentia l valu e 

of a · Fa ir Lapour Code b y the newness of t he i deas put forwar d . I nden 

I shoul d say t hat one of t he gr eat value s of a code s uch as t he one 

propos ed is that it will give f or mal expr ession to t he relations 

b etween workers and managements as they have evo l v ed over the years. 

I t will be a yar dstick against which t o measure a ll f utur e r e l at i~ns . 

- Another valuab l e aspec t i s that any woul d-be· inves t or coming to 

Jamaica will know exac j,ly where he is . If he does no t b eli eve in the 
\ 

worlrnr s ' r ight to collecti v e b~r gain i ng , he will b e able to look 

at Jamaica I s F_a i r Labour Code and he will lmow that t his is no p l ace 

to come to . Al so , a genuine l y fa i r l abour code wi l l make i t clear 

t hat respons ibility is a t wo- way thi ng , expec t ed from both managemEit 

and labour. What I do hop e i s t hat the p eop l e a t the diwcuss ions wfil 
t he nation . The ma jor ity o f the c-iti zens of t hi s 

a lso thi nk of/XMXXXXRXtXRXmJCX~~xx~xkRXBXXN~XX~RXN~Xxmx~XMXX~a countr 

are b e i t her i n the unions nor in the emp loyers ' organisat ion s . And 

the nation , aft er all , is a l so entit l ed to a fair deal o Goodni ght . 
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No. 541 Request Not to Discuss Fair La bour Code 

NEWS COIVIMEN TARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Sept . 28 at 6015 Pomo 
Peter Abrahams speakin g 

Good evening : Last night I told you that I hoped that this ' ,,. 

Government would not be t oo cagey about the giving out of information . 
' 

I told you tha t my re a son for expre s s~ng the hope was because I had 

run up against difficulty when I tried to get hold of a copy of the 

Draft of t he Fair Labour Code which the _Minister of Labour presepted 

to a conference of workers ' and employers ' representatives at a me e t -

ing on '.fu~ sday. Well , as I told you last n i gh t I m, de it my business 

to get hold of a copy. There was nothing on it to . indicate tha t the 

document was secret , confidential or not for publication . And when 
' I re ad it I became satisfied in my o~~ mind tha t there wa s in f act 

nothing secret about ito And so last night I told you that I will 
-

give you a summary of it this evening. 

I am sorry' to tell you now that I am not going to give you a 

summary of the document . I am not going to give a summary because 

I have been a sked no t to and becau se the re a.son given for a sking me 

not to do so seems to me good enough. I still do not agree with 
' witholding this document from the public but I understand tha t the 

Ministry of Labour has told bo t h the w~rkers • representatives an d the 

employers ' repre senta tive s th t the contents of the document would 

not be given wide publ icity un til t hey have been discussed by the 

conference . In other wor d· the Ministry had made a commitment and 

i f I gave wide publici ty to the docume~t tonight I would be putt ing 

the Ministry in the position where i cannot live up to ~~s commitment. 

And rather ' than do th t I have decided not to di s cuss the contents 

of the document . But you know , if the Ministry had told me outright 

that the r eason why they did not want to make t he document public 
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was bec ause they had promised the workers' and employers ' representa-

tives not to do so, I would have accepted-their position. But in-

ste d of doing so ~hey simply stalled me without giving any satisfactory 

reason . 

t ained . 

-
However , even at this point the matter could have been con-

When I go t the document I examined it very careful~y to see 

·if it was marked ttprivate" "confidential" "not for publication "o If 

it had had any of these marks I w·ould; hRve respected the nature of the 
I • 

document and not promised to publicise t ito And so would any other 

responsible newsman . But there was no t hing to show tha t t his document 

vya s either private , , confidential, secret , or had any sort of press 
/ 

embargo on it . And this, I think , shows clearly , tha t the Government 

wants to consult its Public Relations people a lot more ,than it now 

does . If the Ministry had wanted the Press to know tha t it did not 

want this document made public it was not enough simply to withold i t, 

- unless they vere absolutely certain that no pressman could lay his hands 

on it . This seems to have been their assump tion . Well I did lay my 

hands on it .which shows that the assumption was wron g . I think it 

would have been far wiser to get the Public Relations Of fice to put 

Pre s s and r adio fully into the pic~e and to get t ~1e co-opera tion 

of Pre ss and radio . 

, In any event I hope tha t .:this little incident will bring home 

to our rulers the fundamental importance of working out good relations 

with the Press and radio. Finally, I hope no · one will be partisan 

enough to re ad any sort of interference with freedom of speech into this 

incident . Ngbody has tried to monkey with my freedom of speech. 

request was made and because it was reason able I agreed to it . 

ha d not been I would not have . Tha t is a ll. Goodnight . 

A 

If it 
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0 542 Lighter side of the news : 
Man Defi es Gravity 

NEWS CONM TRY 
For transmission on 
Sa turday Sept 29 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

i 

Good evening : I think it i s time to ge t away fro m t he grim and 

heavy news and look at the lighter side of things for a change . So , 

for t hi s evening at least , to t he devil with all the serious and 

d isturbing news t hat flows in from all over t he world . Inst ead let 

us look for a p.iece of news t hat will mg,ke }'."OU chuckle or laugh . 

For me that piec-e of news came out of South Africa during t he week : 

and that is something in itself . 

t goes like t his : One night a gentleman was on\ his way home 

after a night out wi t h the boys . , nd you know how i t is when a man 

has a night out wi th the boys; ~ ~en to take a little too much 

of the ' wi ne of t he country '. And so t his gentleman was not exactl y 

sober or even very steady on hi s feet o Well, the way home l ee by 

way of a cemetry and somehow this gentleman of South Africa found 

- himself i nside the cemetry . Per haps he went through a gate or ,over 

a wall without knowing it - anyv,ay, there he was inside the cemetry, 

and before he knew what had happened he found himself at the bottom 

of a freshly dug grave . The grave was six feet long and three feet 

wide ; and it was seven and a half feet deep . And although the sides 

of graves are not cemented these sides wer e pretty smooth . It coul d 

be that there was a lot of clay in the -soil . But whatever the reasm , 

the s i des i;Le s l aes of the grave were so smooth that the gentleman 

could find no hold in order to climb out . So there he was , stuck 
, 

for the night at the bottom of a grave inside this cemetry . Perhaps 

it was because of what he had shared with the boys but he was not 

too worried . He settled down as best he could and made himself as 

comfortable as possible . He had cigarettes but no matches , and that 
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was the most terrible part of the who l e business : alone put t here 

in a cold damp grave and not a match to light a c~garett e ~ 

.Anyway , time passed : he did not know how much time : per haps an 

hour , perhaps t f!!lo . And then he heard a sound . It was whist,ling and 

th-e whistling was obviously being done by a human being , or so he 

thought . The whittling drew nearer and nearer until it was right 

overhead . Please remember that by this time the eyes of the man in 

the grave had grown accustomed to the dar kness of hi s six- foot - long, 

three- foot - wide and seven- and- a - half- foot whole . And so it was that 

he p l ainly saw another man , mortal and ordinary like himself , fall 

i n to the grave . The new man was neither 'very tall nor very short ; 

neither very t hin nor v ery fat - in fact he was just ordinary and 

average o 

So the man who had fallen into the grave first said : "Have 

you got a match , friend? " And that did it . The new man shot out of 

that grave so fast that the first fellow still cannot explain how 

he did it . He just seemed to defy gravity and take- off , Jike a 

rocket o Which just goes to show what miracles we can per form when 

we - ge t r eally scared . Remember , the new man had just fallen into 

the grave . He cpuld not see anything . And suddenly a voice asked 

him f or a match . Wouldn ' t the thought of being in the same grave 
, 

as a s mo~ing ghost make you take- off and defy gr avity ? It certainly 

would with me - or else give me a heart attack . Anyway , some people 

came along and he lped t he first ~an out of the grave and he told his 

story o A newspaper then offered a reward of five pounds to the 

second man if he would come forward . So far he has not . Woul d you 

come forward and admit t hat you were scared into defying gravity and 

into flying - even for five pounds? Goodnight . 
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r-E'WS COMl TARY 
For transmission on 
Monday ()ct 1 at 6 o 15p .• m 
Peter Abrahams s peaking 

Good evening : The little war in the southern U. S . State of 

Mississippi looks as t hough it is drawing to a close; t he wo r st 

seems to be over o 81) far two news papermen have been killed , one fran 

Britain and the other an American , and a large number of people 
last night ' s 

have be en hurt in ~~xtax~a~xx r i oting on t he campus of t he Univers iw 
-

of Mississippi. And James Meredith , t he American egro .whose quiet 

determi nation was t h e start of all t his , is now at the univeersity . 

The Governor of Mississippi , who had said he would go to jail 

ratber t han see a Negro a ~mitted to the university , last night made 

a sta tement wh ich was in fact a surrender . There .was no other way . 

Right fro m the outset t h is business had to end in t his way . 

I t h ink we can l earn two very i mportant t bings about t he United 

St at e s from t he Meredith ca se . Fir st , let us s ee t he case in t he 

context of t he r u l e of l aw. J a mes Meredith is an American citizen 
I 

and t he constitution of his country has defined t he rights and duties 

of a citizen . The cons titution makes no distinction a long r a ce , . class, 

colour or relig ious lines f or any ci t izen . And t he p rincipal ins trume 

f or inter preting t h e American cons titution i s t he Americ an ~nMxxxmf 
l egal 

iMNXlll:f:xxu~ xtu Supreme Court,i:K the highest/aut hority/ in t he lan. 

Si nce the s econd wor l d war American ci t i zens who happened 4o have 

dar k ski ns have increasingl y gon e to t he Supr eme Court to have t he:h" 

right s as ci tizens defined when ever they have been di s criminated 

aga inst or been fieni ed their rights . That was how t he great s chool 

inte~ration movement began . The National Associat ion fo r t he 

Advancement of Co loured ~eop l es _took a t es~ case t o t he Supr eme 

Court chal lenging the i dea tha t 1~egro children coul d get _ 1 A separa te 
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but equal education ' wi th white childreno In effect, the Associa t i cn 

asked the Supr eme Court to s ay whether it i s po s sible_ to segr egate 
. 

people along colour lines and st ill say that they are enjoying 
can be 

equalityo The Supreme Cour t gave a c l ear an swer : There/ xas no such 

thi n g a s ' s eparat e but equal ' . Any time you s eparate on grounds of 

r a ce and colour you den; 2~ equali t y o And ~ he Supreme spoke with the 

power and authority of t h e l aw and t he cons t mtution . And so , what e.er 

t he im!E~x white major ity thought or f e l t, whetijer they liked egroEB 

or not , whet her t hey hated t hem or not, they submitted to t he rule 

of l aw and egro kids went i nto s chools with whit e kids all over t he 

vast land o There were places like Li t tle Rock where t he local authcrlti 

t ried to resist integration and wher e t he r aciali s t s were ur ged only 

highl y pl aced loca l official s s uch a s Governor Faubus . But wherever 

t here was r es i stance t he l aw s tepped i n and broke it . In Little Rock 

it was under t he Admi n istra tion of th Republ ic P~Bem~ent Eis enhower 

t hat the Nat i onal Guard was cal l ed out enforce i ntegr a tion . Now t he 

same t hi ng has happened under Pr e.sident Kennedy . So the first t h i ng 
r 

is t ha t ther e i s nothing party about this and ther e i s no do-ggodirg 

about it . Nobody is being ki nd to ' poor b lack J ame s Meredit h '; nobody 

i s being 'liberal ' or ' pr ogr es sive '. Meredi th has certa i n rights 

which soF.I e of h is fellow ci t i zens are trying to deny him . It is t he 

business -of t he l aw to see t hat t hey do not get away with it . And i!!i.s 

t he law is doing Q The second t h i ng t o l earn i s t hat once you hav e 

t his patt ern of t he rul e of law, and its enforcement t hen we can f airly 

say t hat t he United St a t es is within sight of t b end of discriminatbion 

b ecaus e the law is agai nst discr i minat ion , and t he l aw i s supreme Q 

Goo dnight Q 
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No 544 l)Busta & Goverbor - Generalshi p 
-~·:: ~ of aeeia l j at Pn ey 

E,;S COI• -'LEN TARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Oct . 2 at 6 . 15p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : If Sunday ' s reports from Port Ant onio are tr~e 

then tJ:;te Pri me Minister has definitely made up his mind about the 
Bustamante 

Governor- Generalship o Sir Alexander/is reported to have told a mass 

meeting that he intended to rema in as Prime Minis ter, as head of tre 

Jamaica Labour Party and as Pres ~dent of the Bustamante Indus tria l 

Trade Union . If this is so then it settles for some time to come , 

if not forever, the debate about a political Governor- General. You 

will remember t hat Mr . Manley made quite an i ssu e of t his question 

a t the P .N. P o1 s annual conference weekend before last o He promis ed 
# 

that he wbt!ld fight to the bitter end any mov e t o have a Governor-

General who was assoc iated with one politica l party and one trade 

union . It was dur i ng that same weekend that the Jamaica Times car ri ed 

a front page story predicting that Sir Alexander was l ~ ly to r e siw. 

his party and union offi ces at the JoL .P Conference in November in 

order to become Governor-General . I told you about this in my 

comment ary of Monday September 24th , and I also told you that I 
the 

thought t his was h ighly unlikely because of/XM unsettled state of 

the leadership inside t he party o I f rankly did not see Sir Al exander 

g iving up the leadershi p of the party and the union until things are 

very much more settled than they now are. nd as I told you t hen , I 

just could not see Sir Al exander trying t o become Governor-General 

as well as ho l ding on to his other offices , and s o I said quite 

conf idently that he would act within t he framework of t he constitutbn . 

Well , if the report from Port Antonio is correct t hen m~ a ssessment 

6 f t he si t uation was not wrong o 

So who is likely to be t he first Jama ican Governor- General afur 
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Sir Kenneth Leaves us? I think i t is rat her early to ty with any 

degree of certaintys .But a qui ck l ook at some of the possible 

candidates leads me in one direction onl y o Perhaps it will lead you 

in the same direction if you t r ied to list the qualities Sir Alexarr:er 

and the leaders of the J . L .P ~ ill look for in a possible Governor -..__ 

, General o So what are those qualities . 

First , I think t hey will want a man who is completely identif:1£i1. 

with rural Jamaica but who also has wide experienc e as a legislator . 

He Will have to be a man of the people , sprung from the people , 
-

looking like them and able t o r eflect theit dignity and to dignify 

them in retur p o· I think the J . L . P o leadership will want such a man 

not to be either a captain of industry or a gi ant of agricultur e . 

For preference such a man should be connected with education , 
are some of 

agriculture and other good works o So there nx:idtex~r»irtiiiintx~f the 

qual i ties whi ch I t h ink the J . L .P . will look fo r in any candidate 

for the Governor - General ship : a man of the ·p eop l e who has risen by 

ability ~nd service . We l l , now , if you look at some bf the older 

members of the J amaica Labour Party , some of those who were there 

way back in the beginning , who comes nearest to fulfilling these 

requirements? I think Mr . C. C. Campbell, the President of the 

Senate does . And so I would suggest him as a most l i~ly successor to 

Sir Kennet h Blackburne . But it is ~arly days yet and I could be wrcgig . 
we 

But somehow I do not think I am . Either JNN have a man who ' is as 
/ 

representative of the people as possible , or else we ask the Queen! 

_ to send out some retired general or duke . I t hink the J .L-. P . wants 

a man of t he p eople , hence my suggestion that it could be Mr . c .c . 

Campbell . Anyway , time will tell . Goodnight . _ 
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No 545 Formation of Sociali s t Par t y 

NEWS CO:Miffi~T Y 
For t r ansmi ssion on 
Wednesday Oct 3 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams ·speaking 

Good evening : The Br itish Sociali st Par ty , more popularly 
annual 

known a s the British Labour Par ty , began i~s/conference in the 

English seaside town of Bright on on Monday . The key topi c t h is 

confer enc e wiJ,.l discuss i s Britain ' s application to join t he Eurppm n 

Common Market . During the Commonwealth Prime Minister s ' Conference , 

the Leader of t he British Labour Party , Mr . Hugh Gai tsksll r ea l i s ·ed 

tha t t here was a strong popuHtr wave of opposition to Britai n ' s 

joining) both inside Britain and in t he Commonwealth . fe seized on 

t his and came ou t very strongly against the Common Market o 'Sinc e 

then his position has been gr eatly modified and at t he Labour Party 

Conference the demand is not for Britain to s t ay out but rather t o 

insist on b et ter ter ms before entering the Common Market. Mr . Gai tske 

and t he British socialists feel t hat t hey are on to a very popular 

issue on whic,h they hope to win the next general -election . So , in 

order to win political power the British socialists behave a s t hough 

t hey are prepared to oppose Britain ' s ~ntry into \he Common Market 

if necessary . That i s one item concerned wi t h socialists . 

Over the weekend we had anothe r item of news concermee.¢' with 

socialists , but this one was right here in J amaica o It was Sunday 's 

news t hat a new political party , a soc iali st party , h · d been formed 

in J amaica o With all this talk of socialists and social ism in t he 

news , it mi ght be useful to try and find out just what we mean by 

socialism o At it s recent annual conference , t he Peopl e ' s National 

Party tal ked about going back ~o socialist principles o So , exactly 

what is this socialism that the British Labour Party , that t he P . 

· and t hat the new po litical p 2rty are talking about? And do these 
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people mean the sam~ thing when the use the word? 

dictionary definition of socialism is t hat it is: the theory 

or practice of a political or economic system based on the public 

o"'mership and operation of the key industries in a country o It ~.ims 

at greate~ production and a more equal distribution of the wealth 

of the nation through government control of the chief means of 

production such as land, buildings , tool and capital of all kinds . 

EEx~x»gxtk±ExX The difference between socialists and communists 
believe 

is that soc ialists/ m:eU~fxthat theycan achieve these ends by no r mal 

de~ocratic means , by supporting parliamentary democracy , the t wo 

party or mul ti6party system and the like 9 the communists -on the ~ 

hand , will use parliamentary demo cracy , the multi- party --Bystem and so 

on as long as i~ suits t hem; and when it suits them they will resort 

to what they call the ' violent overthrow of the capitalist system_' • • 

Another complicating facto r is that all sorts of people have called 

their parties 'socialist': fascists , nazis, dictators - have all uEBi 

the word 'socialism ' as a protective umbrella . The communists talk 

about scientific sociall sm; the western Europeans talk about 

democratic so c ialism . So yor,r see , this word socialism cam mean many 

things to many people . The nearest t hing to ' s cientific ' ~ocial ism 

i s Russia : the nearest thing to ' democratic' socialism_is ~reat 

Britain where all the key utilities are state- controlled , where 

every chi l d is gauranteed a free education , where nox man is allowed 

to starve o 11 these thing apply in Hussia to~, of course . The big 

difference is that in Britain there is de mocracy as well . So , which 

brand of socialism- does the new party of fer us? And ho-w is t his going 

to- affect the P . N. 's retur n to a so cialism it has never practised? 

Goodnight .. 
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To 546 The I . D. O. , Charley Braham & J amaica Woolens 

fil\f S CO!VJJvIE.'.: T Y 
For transmission on 
Thursday Oct 4 at 6 . l ,5p . m 
eter Abrahams speaking 

®ood e uening: On Monday we had the n ews t hat the J amai ca 

Industrial Development Corporation was closing down the plant of 

Jamaica Woo lens Ltd . Ac co rding to the statement of Mr . Bovell, the 

new c~f the I . D.C. t his decision was arrived at on the advice 

of a fqualifiecf fir~ o_D textile consultants o The I . D.C o had already 

put over half a million pounds i nto the plant and this firm of 

con,sultants thought our best bet was to a ccept our losses and close­

down the plant . As far as these expert s were concerned there was 

no s,ense in throwing good money after bad . Sothe bal ds facts -are 

that in one operation and over a relatively brief period of three 

years , the I . D. C. has lost half a million pounds of the tax payers' 

money . I think this calls for an explanation and I hope wuch an 

explanation -will be given to the nation when next parliament meets . 

The I . D. C. was set up in order to spearhead Jamaica's industrial 
-

development . It was there to attract foreign capital to Jamaica; 

and in· order to do this it had to make the terms and conditions as 

attractive as possible . That is why we have all these incentives, 
,-

t ax holidays and other devices for making things as easy as po·ssibJe 

for expo rt industries that are set up here .- And , of course, often 

the I . D. C. had to enter into some sort of special relationship with 

a firm that looked goo d and promised to do us a lot of good but 

which was a· little short of plant or cash or both o You may have a 

case where a new firm comes in and is not in a position to pay rent 

for t he first year of operationo I n such a case the course of wisdom 

would be to say : this thfng looks good , it wil l g ive employment to 

so many workers , and when it gets going it wi'l l bring so much to the 
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country - and fo r t hese future benef it s we wi ll give up the first 

year ' s rent . This i s the s or t of thing t hat happens wherever a 

count ry want s to at t rac t investment in new industries . 'In some caEB:: 

i t is no t only necess ar y to ~3 he l p wi th t he putt ing up of build i ngs 

and being sof t on rent but i t is also nec essary to advance s ome 

money . Thi s is part of the inevitable ri sk t hat must be talrnn i n 

order to a t tract i nvestment capi t a,1 . And so ther e was nothing s trik i ng 

or unusual abou t the I . D.C. putting money into J amaica ~oolens- when 

it moved from Canada to Jamaica o 

What does seem striking to me , going by Mr . Bovell ' s statement, '-­

is the almost casual way t n which the I . D. C. pumped l a r ge amounts 

of money into this undertaking . First on the say- so of two I . D. C 

official s , then on the say,- so of an outside f i rm of accountants , we 

lent the company large sums of money . ppar ently non of our own exprts 

did any sort of exhaustive investi gat ion of the firms s posit i on i n 

Canada or of the feasabil i ty of its operations here . The result was 

t hat we soon had to put some more money into the operation and endei 

up by taking ov er a white elephant . I k~~EXXME t hink the country m.Bt 
I 

be given t he full story when parliament meets . 

' Following the news of the closing down -of Jamaica Woolens , we 

had , on Tuesday , confirmation of t he story first carried by the J . BC. 

t hat "ir' . Harold Braham had resigned his position as G:eneral Manager 

of the I . D. C. nd so , naturally , many people speculated about t he 
Braham ' s resignation 

connection be t ween the t wo event s . Di d Mr . /Mu a mxhave anything to do 

with the closing down of Jamaica Woo l.ens? I personally do no t th:nk: 

so . I ' ll tell you why tomorrow . So till then , goo dnight . 
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No 547 The Future of The I . D. C. 

NEVvS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Oct 5 at 6 . 15p em 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

. Good evening : I ended my comments last night by saying that 

I did not think there was any connection between Mr . Harqld Braham 's 

resignation and the closing down of J amaica Woolens : perhaps it 

would have been more accurate to say that there was no c cimnection 
- ' 

in the timing of these events . I think it was the purest accident 

that both events were announced this week . I think t hat if there 

had been ~o closing down of Jamaica Woolens the resignation of Mr . 
< 

Braham would still have taken place . In other words , I think the 

the new Board of the I . D. C. do not , and indeed c.annot blame Mr . 

Braham for Jamaica Woolens . Jamaica Woolens was t he result of a 

certain po licy . · Mr . Braham was just the executive officer of that 

policy . He did not make the policy decisions that ended up with 

Jamaica Woolens . But of course , by being the chief executive offjrer 

he is inevitably associated with it in the public mind . 

I think it is in this aspect , that of the pu9lic image of the 

I . D. C. that we can find a possibl:e reason for Mr . Braham ' s r esignat ion 

The previous government had a certain approach towards the question 

of industrialisation . All the industries they attracted tended- to 

' ., be concentrated on the industrial es tate in Kingston . The result was 

t hat all the major penefits and all the job opportunit ies were 

concentrated in the Corporate Area . And long before the change of 

government many of us criticised this aspect of policy . Also, local 
I 

manufacturers , rightly or wrongly felt that the I . D. C. had no intermt 
/ 

in them and did nothing to help them , and s o they tended to be hostD.e 

to the I . D. C. Thirdly , labour got the impression that one of the 

attractions off,ered by the I . D. C. was a plentiful supply of cheap 
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Mr . Bovell' s statement on 
labouro We have a hint of this in/the closing down of Jamaica Woolens 

where it ~eads , and now I quote : 11The Fairfi e lds were anxi 0'-1§.... to 

leave Canada because of high labour costs •• o. 11 

{i.AY 
implication J amaica offered low labour co sts . 

h 

"!WA ...,.,_\~ ~«, 
',.rf'here- it is, ·and by 

And naturally, t he 

l abour movement resented this . Add t h is up and you have : one , rural 

Jamaica had no reason to be enthusiastic about t he I. D. C. because 

it did not at t ract wo r k to t he rural areas; two , local industrialists 

had no r eason to be enthusiastic because they felt the I. D. C. was 

penalising them ; three , labour was no t enthusiastic because they 
sold J amaica 

felt _the r . o .c./as a market for cheap labour . And these three thirgi 

added up to a most unhappy public image as far as J amaica i s concerned 

The fact that the I . D. C. has , with all it~ ~aults , made a ma j~ 

contribution to J amaica's industrial development has often been 

forgot t en by its critics . ~or instance , they forget that in 1958 we 

exported manufactured goods, other than food and drink and tobacco , 

to the value of just over one mill ion pounds . Last year our export cf 

these goods had gone up t6 over two and half million pounds: anft tn.s 

t hanks to ihe I . D. C. 

But, rightly or wrongly , the I . D, C. now wants to chart new 

directions . It wants to take industries to the depresse~ area~ of 

rural J amaica; it wants to build up happ i er relations with local 

manufacturers while still attracting foreign investors . In short, 
look 

the new men at the I . D. C. want to give it a new/that would make it 

mo re attractive at home as well as abroad o 

, s far as I am concerned , I wish the I.D . Co well on its new ccmrs 

and I think that Charley Braham deserves the country ' s thanks for 

carrying the ball this far o 
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No 548 Cruelty to Animals 

' E\tlS co:r-rr, T RY 
For transmi s sion on 
Sat urday Oct 6 at 6 ol5p . m 
Pet e r Abrahams speaki ng 

Good evening : It was ten o ' clock l ast Sa t ur day night . The p la:B 

was t he Was hington Boulevard . A donkey with a j:oungth foal was 

cro s sing t he wi de road o car travelling at h i gh speed r an i n to 
right 

t he donk ey and knocked it down; the car h it it on t he/t hi gh , 

breaking the thigh- bon e . The broken bone cut t hr ough f l e sh and skin 

and jutted ou t . Blood pour ed f rom the wound o The car that h i t t he 

donkey di d not s top and the o.onkey wa s l eft lying wounded and b l e ed ing · 

on Washington Boulevar d . You know t hat that is a pret ty pusy h i ghway , 

espe cially dur ing the weekend . So you wil l have a pr etty goo d id ea 

of how many cars are l i kely t o travel along the Bouleva r d in one 

dir ecti on or t he other on a Sat urday n i gh t . Well, between ten 

o ' clo ck when it was knocked down and eleven o' c lo ck, and in spite 

of al l the cars travelling up and down , t hat wounded and b l eedi ng 

donkey was le f t l yi ng in the r oad . Car s skirted a round it but not 

one of ther,1 stopped ~ You know , even forgett ing the suffer ing of t he 

wounded animal, one would have t hought t hat in or der to make t h e 

ro ad safer motoris ts would have he l p t he crea ture off t h e h i ghway . 

Ins t ead , t hey went blithely on their way , slti r ting t he suffering 

animal, as casuall y , t houghtlessly cruel as onl y den ent human being:i 

can be. t last , after an hour , one person stopped and he l p t he 

creature to t he side of t he r oad . Th is p erson t hen called t he 

an i ma1 hospita l at Spanish Town Ro ad . Th e peopl e at t he hospi t a l 

were concerned but t here was noth ing t h ey could do be caus e t hey d id 

no t have the funds to run a night ambulance .service . The person 

t hen ca lled t he police s tations at 1averley and a t Half Way Tree ._ 

But t he peo pl e on duty there d id not s eem to know what to do . And 
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all this while t he po or bleeding animal was suffering . A~ l a st , 

in desperation the person went to the averley 'olice Station and 

had the fantastic experience experience of li stening to a couple 

of young policemen ar guing as to whether yqu kill a wounded an1mal 

by shooting it in the ribs or chest or ear o The poor good citizen 

gave up all hope of any help from the police anr called Dr . John 

Masterton and then went back to the animalo 

By this time the s mell of blood had attracted some hungry 

stray dogs and only the presence of the good citizen kept them at 

b ay . t last , about one o ' clo ck in t he morning , three hours after 

it had been knocked down , Dr . Masterton put the animal out of its 

mi s eryo 
dreadful 

Wh-en the person , IDCNGmaN, t old me of the/~~±N~rl three hours 

skRxx~~N± of trying to get he l p for a suffering animal , an of the 

indifference of the majority of people , I felt terribly ashamed of 

our brand of Christianity and our brand of humanity and our brand 

of compassion . A..~d you know , t h is is no isola ted t h ing . The way 

they transport small stock in trucks is the height of cruelty, and 

t his goes on every day . What makes this particula r case s o horrible 

is t h e fact that I am sure t hat at least a dozen decent , sensitive , 

well- educated, cultured people whom I am proud to r ego rd as my 

friends must have passed t hat stricken animal . 

So p l eas e , I beg you , let us put a stop to t h is cruelty to 

anirne,ls . It i s vic lhous and it is unchristian ; and if it is not checkec 

it ends up b y making us vicious and unchr istian with ea ch other, 

not j ust with animals . Goodnight o 
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NEViS COMi-ITh T RY 

1 ) High Commission in Trinidad 
@!i5illi ff op i£2.@ L 4 ! I' $?}1 ~ 

For transmis sion on 
Monday Oct 8 at 6 . 15p . m 

eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Let us begin by noting with sati s faction t he . 
Prime Minister ' s announcement t hat Jamaica will establish a Hi gh 

Commission Office in ort - of- Spain . This is as it s hould beo Let us 

hope that t h is is the first step in what will become known in the 

future as the ' Carfibbean approach ' to world affairs. I t h ink it 

i s important that t h e nations of t he Caribbean work out such a 

common approach i f t hey want to make an impact on world affairs . 

As s malland isolated countries the impact of each is not likely 

to amount to very much . But if t h ey act together as a group and work 

out KNXK~~E a reg ional approach to s pecific matters their influence 

could b e c·onsiderable . I am sure t his is part of t he rea son why 

Dr . Eric Williams has pr essed so hard for a Caribbean Common .arket, 

and why Governor Munoz Marin of Puerto Rico has recently written 

to Sir Alez ander Bustamante about regional co - operation t hrough the 

Caribbean Organisation . Of course , t he Car~bbean Organisation, which 

is t he eueeessor to t h e aribbean Commisssion, i s essen tially an 

oragnisation for dependent territories ~ It was set up by Britain, 

France , t he Netherlands and the United States to iron- out and strea1r 

line t heir appro a ch to t he ir coloni es m.n t his part of t he world . 

So, if t he independen t territories of t he region are to work t hrough 

t he Caribbean Organisation its structure would have to b e chan ged 

comp letely . nd I t hink its k ey personnel would a lso have to be ~mg 

changed . Indeed , I am not sure that even t his would do it . Dr . 

Williams who is bound to b e one of the key fi gur es in t he pl anning 

of any sort of regiona l approa ch , has very little time for t he 

Caribbean Organ i sation . He worked for i t when it was t he Car i bbean 
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Commission and when it was still based in Port- of- Spain; and Dr . 

Williams had a very unhappy experience with the organisation o It 

was from this unhappy experience with the Caribbean Commission that 

he moved on to active politics . .And it is significant j?;hat when 

Dr . Williams gained power in Trinidad , t h e Caribbean Commission 

upped and moved its headquarters to Puerto Rico because its officiaB 

knew that the new Premier of Trinidad Lad no time for them and 

their organisationo 

I have restated t his bit of old history simply because it 

seems . to me t hat the people at the Ministry of Ext:ernal Affairs . 

s hould bear all thes& factors in mind when they get around to 

drafting a reply to Governor Munoz ' letter to Sir Alexander . It 

will not suit us to ~nter into any arrangement without exploring 

every aspect of it: and we certainly do not want t~ ~o anything 

that would make for any more division than now exists in the region . 

nd so I think it would be useful to find out whether there is a 

broad body of agreement inside t he region a s to the kind of co - operati 

we want to create . Would Trinidad and the Little Eight , or Sev en , go 

along with Governor Iviunoz I s idea of working through t he Caribbean 

Organisation? Or would it be better for these territories to start 

their own organisation? I hope that these questions will be very 

carefully explored before any decision is made . And having an offire 

in Port of Spain will ensure that we explore questions of this type 

in consultation with our friends in Port of Spain and our friends 

in Bridg etown e And so I hope that we will move quickly but careful)y 

towards working out a distinctive approach to world affairs that 

will be recognised as t he 'Caribbean pproach' . The need is rgent . 

Goodni ght . 
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0 550 Chester Bowles on U. S . Aid . 

EWS COl<'.'.J.,_ TARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Oct 9 at 6 . 15pom 
Peter Abr ahams speaking 

Good- evening : i1r . Chester Bowles is one of President Kennedy 1s 

Special Advisers o He is also one of the most internationally mindEd 

men in Washington today o He has alw1ys been interested in the 

under- developed countries and over the years he has wr itten and 

spoken extensively in favour of Asian and frican independence . I 

first met him in New York shortly after t he war . In t hose days t he 

great wave of African independence had not yet begu..~ , but even the~ 

Chester Bowles was crusading for it. At that particular meeting in 

ew York a book which he had just published was being +aunched; and 

much of t h is book dealt with what merica s hould do about the under-

, developed countries . From t his you will see that Mr . Chester Bowles' 

interest in Asia , in frica , in Latin America is not a t hing that 

began yesterday . Another thing I think you should know about Mr . 

Chester Bowles i s that he is a man of strong and independent views . 

If he feels a t h ing is right , he will say so and take the consequerres; 

and if he thinks a thing is wrong he will say so too . Because of 

this some people call him opinionated . Certainly , as a member ·or 

President Kennedy 's Cabinet he got himself into trouble because he 

spoke his mind over the Cuban Bay of igs bus iness . His critics sa:i::1 

that t his s howed that he could not woFk in a team . In any event, 

Chester Bowles is no tight- lipped , diplomati c career civil servant . 
· whose memorandum to the r es erHmt dealing 

And this is t he man/xk~x~x~~x±oxNRRkem:mx~~KXEll~m 

with U. S . aid to develpping countries was published over the weekem . 

Tbe fact that t his memorandum was made public could mean much or 

little o I t hink , for instance , t hat if the Kennedy- Administration 

disapproved strongly of the views expressed in the memorandum , the 
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President could have asked for it not to be made public . So it could , 

mean that the memorandum reflects the official views of the Kennedy 

Administration . On the other hand , makmng the memorandum public 
a 

could be xu routine releasing of important information and opinion 

to keep the nation informed . My own view is t hat ~~ - Bowles ' s 

memorandum is either a straight official po licy document or else it 

is so close to official poli cy as to make no difference . To me , 

this document charts the way in which the United States will, from 

here on, approach the question of aid for developing countries . Am 

this fact makes 1r . Chester Bowles document especially important to 

J amaica . 

The Bowles document puts Jamaica in the company of Argentina , 

Chile , Greece and Singapore as ' countries capable of putting their 

financial houses in order ' but who have failed to do so because of 

isuse and maldistribution ' of their wealth . And so , because of 

this ' misuse and maldistribution ' of our wealth lvir . Bowles sees our 

problems as being sufficiently acute to require erican aid o 

Thet Bowles document puts a group of other countries which 

include India , Pakistan , igeria , Tunisia , Colombia , El Salvador 
-

and Formosa in a second category of countries which are financially 

poorer than we are but which are s howing, and now I quote Vir . Bowies : 

"Outstanding competence and courage in mustering their own resources" . 

In other words , to Mr . Chester Bowles, and I suspect to the 
x~~HX we 

State Department,/ we only qualify for aid becauser have misused what 

we have and because we do not share what we have justly and fairly. 
I do not like this sort" of public judgement on Jamaica any more tha:i 
OKX:xlx]SCxmhencJhex-rdr,x}pOCX"'.i6DC~IDOOX:•~5~~~~~m.Dec:mooec:ibetmer 
you do . But the big question is : Is it · . I ' 11 try to answer that 
~~~~X:xfxJaX!XJ&IDee~ ::axfxm0CmJEeCJtxxJhE®)e(:)1.000JeC 
tomorrow, so till then , goodnight o 
cmc~~xnc~ - ~..edx,x~JroDCN·, x«DerK:,yxruc :xecmc 

~~~~~~~XlOX~xBooc~~~~~ 
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0 551 The Bowles Cri t i c ism and the I1orali ty of Ai d 

r Ei'!S CO:MNEN"Ti\RY 
For transmiss i on on 
Wednesday Oct 10 at 6 ol5p .m 
eter Abrahams speaki ng 

Good eveni ng : I know many people a r e probabl y extremely angr y 

with t h e United States because of Nr . Chester Bowl es ' judgement 

t hat t h e only reason why we need a i d is because of t he mess we have 

made of what we have . And I am sure that a number of them will see 

as ' economic imper ialism ' Mr . Bowles ' suggestion t hat with what ever 

aid it g ives to countries like Jamaica the ' U. S . should suggest to 

them corrective measures and provide advice '. And yet , you know , 

by asking for Aµlerican aid , we have asked for t his sort of judgement 

and it is a little silly for us t o get on our high- horse about it . 

When you go begging to a man you are in fact inviting him to lecture 

you . The American government gets its money in exactly the same way 

that N~ our government get s its money : from direct and indirect 
you know , you and I woul d cut up 

taxes on its citizens . And tMK± XXKXNEXN~Nilixkx~kXlll~Xa X~ MKX very 

r ough if we knew that the Jama ican government was giving a1ay mill:kns 

of pounds of the taxpayers ' money o But somehow we seem to think it 

perfectly normal for t he American government to give away millions 

of pounds of t he American taxpayers ' money . And what is more , many 

of us go on as though we are entitled to thi s money; we cut up rougi 
it 

if we don ' t get/or if questions are asked about how we use it . But 

I am afraadl.,ri! we cannot have it both ways . Any time you ask for aid, 

you must also take t he advice t hat goes with it , or the criticism af 

how you hanle your affairs . From this point of view I have not 

quarrel with Mr . Bowles ' rather harsh judgement of Jamaica ~ 

Where I do tend to quarrel with Mr . Chester Bowles is over t he 

sweeping character of his judgement . It is true t hat I on ly have 

the news service report of his memorandum and not the full text of 
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the actual do cument, so I do not know ~rkat:txNEXMERNX whether he 

explains what he means when he talks about t he ' misuse ' of national 
in the same context 

wealth . And when t his word is used about J ama i ca and/about a place 

like Argentina where a dicta~or took m+llions out of t he country when 

h e fled , then explaining what you mean becom~s i mport .nt . In any 
more than 

case it is a little/fantastic ERJC to say that any country which 

more than doubled the gross national product in less than ten years 

has ' misused ' t he national wealth . So , unless i:r . Bowl es qualifies 

hi s statement about t he ' misuse ' of national wealth very sever j.y 

it would seem to me that he is blackguarding Jamaica : and not even 

the fact of. g iving aid confer s this right on anyone . 

I t hink r • Bowles is on very much more solid grounds when it 

comes to the ' mal distribution ' of t he national weal t h o This i s a 

point on which few r easonable peopl e would quarrel with him . And 

of course t here is another point which , whet her it is in ·rr . Ches tEr 

Bowles ' do·cument or not , is very much there in the minds of t he 

UoS . officials who have to handle all requests for a i d . And it is 

t h i s : . Are these people who ask for American a i d doing all t hey can 

to aid themselve s? ~re we in Jamaica doing so? To what extent has 

the private sector of the Jamaican economy , to what extent have our 

own capitalists , our ovm business peopl e , inves ted in J amaicayl'. ' s 

development? You know the answer as well as I do and it is not ver:y 
too 

encouraging . And the Americans know this) They know that we can 

inves t% more in Jamaica's future : they know that we can make better 
of t he land , 

use t11f.xNka:txxEx xx:m::;:x that we need not import much of the fo od we ro1 

do; and they know we can share what we have a little more equally : 

and as long as XNE~ we expect hel p from them they are entitled to 

turn on us and say : 1 llright, but first help yourselves '. gooa~t 
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lo 552 1) Bhester Bowles Follow- up 
2) Return of Jimmy Lloyd 
3} Op ening of Catholic Council 

ro s COMHEL T y 
For transmission on 
Thursday Oct 11 at 6 . 15p om 
Peter brahams speaking 

Goo d evening : I am very glad to see that t he Chester Bowles 

statement about which I talked last nigh t and the n ight before , does 

not represent official American policy . A spokesman of the American 

Embassy here in ~ingston to l d me so last night . So far , so good. 

But I hope tha t our own Minis try of External ffairs will not let 

t he matter rest there o J amaica ' s name has definitely been damaged 

by what Nr . Bowles di'd - and he did it as one of the s pecial advisers 

to t he American r esident , not as just any private citizen . So just 

to privately say that it was unfortunate and that he was not speaking 

ior the United States Government , is not enough o I t hink t he J amaican 

government should de mand an official repudiation by t he American • 

government of the Bowles remarks. If ~he United St at es government 

allows a hi ghly placed official to shoot off his mouth without 

consultation a bout demestic affairs , that is t hei r business: but 

when that official shoots off his mouth about other countries whose 

friendsh'p and goodwill the United St ates value,s , then , as f ar as I 

am concerned, the matter becomes too serious to be shrugged off . If I 

were an meri can citi zen c9ncerned with furthering the bes t interestB 

of my country and trying to win friends for her, I would call fq r 

t he sacking of Mr . Chester owles . But I am not an American citi zen 

so cannot make s uch a call. What we can do is insist that the 
officially 

United States/remove the slur !lm contained in the Bowles suggestion 

that J amaica had misused her national weal~h . s I said last night, 

n9t even t he giving of aid gives anyone the right to blackguard 

Jamaica . 

I think the ChesterBowles affair , and the way t he Ministry of 
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'f".lf 
Externa l Affai rs dealt with i t, points up the ver y i mportant t hat 

" · 1'iini stry will play in the f uture life of the country . As soon as the 

Bowles thi ng was made publ ic ~ Ministry went into action o messcg e 

went off to V shington to get a l l the fa cts and on the basis of the 

facts representation is either now being made or will s oon be made 

t o ensur e that the St a t e Department corrects the unf ortunate effects 

of the Bowles stat ement . nd a very impo r tant feature of the succeef'ul 

handl ing of such t ri cky problems of f oBEign relat ions is to do what 

has t o be done with as little fuss , as little publi c ity and as litte 

noise as possible . So , when I checked , I was really impressed by 

the quiet smoo t hness with whi ch the Ministry of External ffa.irs 

handled this , and a number of other matters t hat have come up sinc e 

independence . The early c lumsiness has gone and I got the feeling 

that the people were getting on top of the job of handling our 

external affairs . I think much of the credit for building this 

for e ign service from almost nothing must go to ·Ir . Lawrence Lindo . 

Mr . Lindo has been appointed J amaica ' s High Commissioner in London 
he has remained here and 

but !l[JCRXX:EN.l&'.X~X:s:tx :fEWX:00.EIEkxXN RXNK:S. headed the ..finistry of External 

Affairs until Jl·Ir . J i mmy Ll oyd could come home to take ov er f r om 

him ., Hr . Lloyd came home today and Mr . Lindo can now begin the 

handi ng over . He has laid firm foundations and I expect a first - class 

foreign servic e to grow and expand under the guidance of Yr . Lloyd . 

But of all the happenings of today all over the world , I think 

the one event that could most affect the shape of t he future was the 

opening at the Vatican City of the 21st General Council of t he Rom 

Catholic Church by Pope John . Eore than anything else that happened 

today this one can change t he world . But ime is up so I will tell 

about it tomorrow : Till t hen , good.night . 
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NDT COM -iEL~T.ARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Oct 12 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter brahams speaking 

Go od evening : A ' General Council ' of the Roman Ca t holic Church 

is a gathering of all the bishops of that Bhurch . And the Council 

t hat opened in the Vatican yeserday was such a gathering of some 

2 ,600- odd Catholic Bishops from all corners of the ear th . General 

Council of the Catholic Church is also a sort of broad and compreh EIB iV 

policy making meeting : it is at the ' General Council ' that the 

bishops get - together and talk out all the problems that confront 

the church . Generally speaki ng these 1 General Council s' have been 

held at critical moments in time and in the history of the church . 

In the near ly 2 , 000 years of the existence of the Christian Church 

this is only the 21st time that there has been such a gathering of 

Catholic bishops . The last General Council 1 of Catholic bishops 
During that time 

began in 1869 and went on until 1870 . f~~XX3XXNX~Ea~x~ they held 

four s essions and the princes of the church r eally let rip with the 

a rguments . tone stage fifty odd bishops stormed out of the council 

rather than vote on the question of defining the infallibility of 

the Pope . This Council did not make any really radical or sweeping 

changes . But the one before , the one that went on from 1545 to 1563, 

was one of the most dramatic of all the great Catholic Councils . 

Hartin Luther and others had attacked the Catholic Church for sell-

indulgences - and the idea t hat the rich could buy their way into 

heaven . I t looked very much as though the Reformation would first 

undermine the influence of the Canholic Church and then destroy its 

power throughout t he world . And so , with Catholicism in trouble 

the bishops met at what became known as the 1 Council of Trent ' between 
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1545 qnd 1563 . lea'se note the dates : the Council began in 1545 and 

went on ~~E until 1563 - that is for eighteen long year s !· The church 

was in a mess and so the fathers of the church got toge ther and 

talked it out as t hough they had all the time in the world . At 

one point , round about 1551 , the great Martin Luther himself. 

dismissed. the ' Council ' as a comedy that came too late and could 

not achieve its purpose . But the Catholic bishops went t heir mwn 
way , fought their battles , examined themselves , look a tt the faults 

and failures of t hose who had served the church and brought it to 

this sorry pass and then passed over a hundred canons . And so , aftEr 

eighteen years of painful debate within itself , the catholic chur ch 

brought itself to vigorous l i fe again o I think this is one of the 

most awesome things about the Christ i an Church in general and the 

Catholic Church in particular , this extraordinary capacity for turmg 

in on itself and creating new lifej in times of trouble o 

But , you will say , t his present ' General Council ' is not meet:irg 

in a time of troubles . The Catholic Church is stronger and more 

stable than it has ever been; the faithful today number more than 

five - hundred million . 11 that is true . But the majority of Catholics 

are found in Latin America and southern European where you have 

massive poverty and overpopulation . And wi th its sure feel for the 

historical process the Catholic Church knows that t his most revolu n · 

ary of all centuries is moving to a point of crisis and climax . There 

is no standstill . And so it seems to me that with this Council the 

Catholic is bracing it~elf for. a series of crucial encounters . It 

has to meet , live with or contend with : the new wave of science, 

the social and economic demands of the poor , and the challenge of 

Marxian leadership in all 'these fields . And how the Catholic chur ch 
does this may affect all of us in today and tomorrow ' s world . Goodnig 
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o 554 1 ) Salaries at Jamaica Woolens Ltd . 
,- z}:==;Pe-1-it~~s 3 3 m 

NEWS cm rat T y 
.or transmission on 
Saturday Oct 13 at 6 ol5p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good. evening : I thought I had finished with all I wanted to 

say about J amaica Woolens Ltd . and t hen I made the awful mistake 

of trying tocheck up on a few figures just to make sure that I had 

the picture clear . The result was that I discovered fi r st one almoitt 

unbelievable thing , then another . First , I discovered t hat eight 

junior executive officers , people in the positions of supervisors , 
, the 

technicians and/like - that eight such people collected between 
l , ( ' 

themselves ~early t~ thousand pounds a month in the form of ,. 

salaries, car allowances and housing a llowances . The lowest salary 

any of these peopl e drew was one hundred and fifty pounds a month . l 

If you add the thirty- one pounds a month for car allowanc e and the 

forty poun~s a mont h for housing allowance you arrive at the fi gure 

of 221 a month o Now , 'this by any standard you "NM like to use, 
Another 

is extremely high wa3es for a supervisor . But this is low . ±NER 

~l!'M}<lXE supervisor drew as much as £285 a month as basic salary ; and 

when you added car and housing allowances to this the man collected 

a total of £381 a month . So this supervisor ' s total pay (including 

car and housing allowances) woul d work out at roughly £4 , 576 

a year . Have you ever come across any supervisor , no matter how 

skilled he is , whb.¢' gets that kind of money anywhere in the world? 

If you have I would like to know of it because I have not . By the 

time I had dug up this much it was no shock to me to dis cover that 

one gentleman in . the managerial class was taking home over £500 

a month . 

If this were some private undertaking this would be none of 

your business and none of my businesso But this is our business 
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because the only money the I . D. C. had to put into Jamaica Woolens 

wa s,t the money it got from the government of Jamaica and .the only 

money the government had to give to the I . D.C. was the money it 

could from the taxpayers of Jamaica. And that makes it our business . 

By this time I was ro~~E· very depressed and just a little scared 

of what I might find out about the people higher up . But I kept 

digging because it was too late t o stop . And sure enough I found 

what I feared o The number one man at Jamaica Woolens had been 

given a contract for five years which assures him over thirteen 
-

thousand pounds a year, tax free . Now that it has been decided that 

Jamaica foolens must shut down we are still committed to pay this 

gent leman over th rteen ,thousand .pounds a yea~ until the contract 
I ,.,_ ~- ,._ ' I 

has expired . In other words , if this gentleman ' s contract has to 

run for another four years then we must find more than fifty - two 

t housand pounds to give him in order to honour our contractual 

obligation. This is bad , just about as bad as it can be; and I 

think it should be accounted for in full . 

What makes it s o terrifying to me is that fact that if Jamaica 

Woo l ens had not failed so dramatically we may never have known 

what went on, what kind of money was being paid to i.mported 

supervisors . I think one of the things that stands out a mi le is 

that we need to have some sort of system of public accounting for the 
public 

ad.:i spending of all/money by . statutory bodies . We all know how the 

government spends our money , we know the salaries of our legislators 

and civil servants , what has happened inside Jamaica Woolens shows 

that we need public accounting for semi - government bodies too. 

Goodnight o 
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No 555 Poldltical sylum & Rev Clennon King 

FMS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
:onday Oct 15 at 6 o 15p . m 

· eter brahams speaking 

Good evening : I spent a few hours in St . Ann's Bay last 

Saturday; and during those few hours four people buttonholed me at 

different times to talk about the case of the Reverend Clennon King 

whose request for political asyl um was turned down by t he Minister 
disturbed 

of Home ff airs . All t hese peop le seemed Xll[~Ri:R t hat Mr . Roy 

,.c eill, :tk.ent:hrxx::tER should refuse to a llow an American Negro 

priest to make his home here in J amaicao And t here seemed to me to 

be very definite confusion in t he minds of t hese people as to 

exactly what the Minister of Home Affairs refused Mr . King and why 

he did soo And it made me wonder how many other people mi ght be 

equa lly confused about t his who l e affair . So, let us see if we can 

sort it out . 

First of all let us make clear what the Minister of -Iome Affairs 

did not do. The •1inister of Home Affairs di d not deny the Reverend 

ennon ~1ng permi s sion to live in Jamaica . The question n~ver 

came up . Mr . King did not ask the Minister for permi ss ion to come 

and r eside here, as anyone who is not a J amai can or even a British 

subject would have to do . So the very first thing is t hat no 

per miss ion to live here was denied bec ause no per mission to live 

here was asked for . 

'.'That was asked for was political asylum, and this is a complete} 

different thing a ltogether . There is an international convention 

known as the Right of Asylum to wb ich most countries subscribe . 

Under this convention a country is required to give protection to 

a foreigner within its territory , usu a l ly to safeguard him from 

violence or injustice or both , in his own country . imd the person 
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who is entitled to such asylum iE usually a politica l offender in 

his 01rm countr y . 

You wi l l notice I use~ words like a person ' s ' right ' to asylum 

or a person being 'entitled ' to asylum . I use these words because if 

you do in fact qualify for political asylum then it is yours by rigtt 

and no Minister and no Government ~ turn you away : but you must 

' qualify a And the hard truth is tha t t he ReverBnd Clennon King just 

does not qualify,any more t han did the four young stowaways who were 

just returned to B .Go 

To qualify for asylum the country to which a person flees must 

be satisfied that t he governme~ of the country from which that 
intended 

person is running/do him or her terrible violence and injustice if 

he or she did not. flee . The Jewish refugees who fled from the Nazis 
They 

were fleeing from a government which intended to destroy themj a r e 

t he classic example of people ' entitled ' to political asylum . But :1n 

the case of Iir. ~in~ the government of t he United States does not 

intend to do him violence or to harm him for any political views 

he holds . I :E is true that some of his fellow citizens , and some of 

the southern s t ates would like to deprive him and other American 
r ecently the 

legroes of certain r ight o But only iRXXXKERk XllXXX~OOR United States 
hundreds of 

government cal led out/soldier s to enforce the right s of one Ameri can 

citizen who happens to be a Negro o ¾Ka~~«~ The government of the Unite< 

St ates and the cons titution of t he Uni ted States are on the side of 

l.vlr . King . And for these reasons Mr . Roy McNeill had no choice but 

lbBj:x~ deny • King ' s reques t . According to international conventbn 

Mr . King does not qualify for political asylum . Goodnight . 
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ro 556 1) Injured donkey (follow - up) 
2} 

NEWS COiv 4ENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Oct 16 at 6 . 15p om 
Peter brahams speaking 

Goo d evening : A number of list eners have written to me abou t 
before 

my broadcast of Saturday/~x last ~ERkx when I spoke about the 

wounded donkey . (Incidentally, this was the same day on which we had 

to broadcast two commentaries because of some unfortun~te mistake 

t he evening before . Some listeners go t very angry with me about this 

mistake and quite a few of them ' cussed me out ' for being lazy and 

so repeating something/ I had said the night before . Believe me , it 

was nothing of the sort . It was an unfortunate mistake with which I 

had nothing to do and for which everybody concerned was extremely 

sorry). Anyway , let us get back to the case of the wounded donkey. 

From the letters I received t:b..ree points have emerged very 

clearly . First that something must be done to make Jamaicans more 

conscious of animal suffering . The most popular suggestion was that 

t hi s be done by a press and radio campaign o I think that is importa:t, 

but I think even more important than such a campaign would be a 

clear lead from our churches and from our schools and from the 

government and from our local authorities . Kindness to all living 

things is a Christian virtue and if this is spelled out clear l;nl'. in 

church a vast army of decent but thoughtless people will be forced 

to think on the matter .o ext , I think , the most important influence 

for good can be exerted by teachern in schools . I think the almost 

traditional kindliness of the Eng~ish chi ld towards animals (and I 

watched it for nearly twenty years) was fostered as a part of the 

education of the child . t home the child had , and still has a cater 

a dog or some other :r:,et >and mother , ,,-.rho is always at home with the 

child, except in very rare circumstances, fosters a tenderness tow s 
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animals from ver y early on in the child ' s upbringing . And when the 

child goes to sc ool the same pattern continues , with teacher taking 

over the job from mother . The children ' s newspapers , the Sunday sclml , 
t he B.B. C. ' Children ' s Hour ' p r ogramme , 

;everything around the child , fosters this ·idea of kindliness to all 

living creatures o When a policeman risks his life to rescue a dog 

which has fallen into a pit it becomes big news and the policeman 

becomes a national hero . And so the idea of kindness to animals 
British 

becomes part of the values of/~ ~~ societyo And¢. t his, I think , 

has a lot to do with the people of Britain being the kind of p eople 

they are - especially when you meetj them in Britain . I think this 

is the sort of climate we want to create here . Unfortunately, mothers 

in Jamaica spend less time with their children in the years before 

school than the mothers in England do , and so :tk±:s: the beginning of 

this important job must be taken over by the teqchers . 

The way in which the police can help this educating ppocess is 
prosecuting 

by ~xx~xx~E~XEmN~ people who are cruel to animal and by making sure 

that animals are stopped from wandering on the roads . One listener 

suggests a banning of afufu drays from highways after dark and another 

listener makes the very valuable suggestion that we should introduce 

humane killing of animals . If you have witnessed the killing of a 

pig or a goat for sale in some country area , you will not need to 

be convinced of t he desperate need for humane killing . And this is 

where the government and the local authorities can help enormously . 

To all those who have offered help , I suggeE:t you get in touch with 

the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals . So, let us all 

set about creating a climate of kindliness towards all living 

creatures . Goodnight . 
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For transmission on 
Wednesday Oct 17 at 6 . 15p . m 
· eter brahams speaking 

Good evening : To those people who know him well and there are 

many of them in Jar aica , the news of ir Hugh Foot 1 s resignation 

as Britain 1 s chief spokesman on Colonial Affairs at the Uni ted 

bations , did not come as a great shock : it might have come as 

something of a surprise, but certainly not as a shock . When I l ook 

back now to the day_ when the news first broke , I cannot even say that 

I was very greatly surprised o Please do :r:iot get me wrong . I am not 

saying t hat I could see Sir Hugh ' s resignation coming . If you had 

asked me the day before he resigned whether there was any isssue 

over which he might res~gn I do not think I would have thought of 

Southern Rhodesia . So I am not trying to play prophet after the 

event . And yet when he did resign I was not surprised at all , and 

many of his other friends here in J a maica were N~x either not 

surprised, or only mildly surprised . And you know, I think the 

reason for t his relative lack of surprise t e~ls us a gr eat deal abaf, 

Sir Hugh Foot and about t h is business of being British . 

Sir Hugh Foot has had a long and distinguished career in the 

service of Britain and Britain ' s colonial empire c All things being 

equal , a new career as an international diplomat had just started 

for him o Behind him , part of his proud record, was the settlement 

of the bitter conflict in Cyprus : before that he had served here in 

Jamaica with a distinction that had won for him the respect , admiratio 

and affection of apractically al l J amaicah s . It was rea sonable then 

to think that t his man who had served and served so well, deserved 

great honours which would probably end with a seat in the House of 

Lords o Certainly, if Sir Uugh Foot had felt that he was too near 
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retirement to do any more than carry out his brief at the U. o, few 

people would have quarrelled with him o There comes a time when 

everyman is entitled to say : I have worked long and hard , now I am 

just biding time for my pension . 

Instead , when it came to an issue over which he could not plead 

Britai n ' s case with a clear conscience , he resigned , thus embarrassing 

his own country and throwing his ovm future into doubt . I am sure 

Sir ugh Foot knew that Britain ' s enemies would try to make political 

capital out of his resignation o But I am equally sure that he a lso 

knew that however embarrassing , the British Government and people 

would respect his decision because it is based on strong convictiom 

He knew , as we know , that he will not be haunted or persecuted 

because of those convictions: he will n~t have to starve , he will 

not bave to run to another country , he will not have to appear before 

a committee on un- Brit ish activities to defend himself o And all this 

give him a unique sense of freedom to live according to the -dictates 

of his conscience and of principle. And this, I t hink, is one of tre 

wonderful things abo ut being British . And once you get to t h is point 

then being British has noth ing to do with being either white , or bkk 

or blue or green . It has to do with values . At this point too, British 

values are not white values (indeed there is no such t hing as ei the:' 

white or bla ck values) but a high point in human values . And t hose 

of us who criticised colonialism di d so because these value s were 

not ac corded us - and not because we were against t h em . For Sir 
was 

Hugh Foot there/xz no conflict between being white and standing up 

for blacks: it just did no t ari se. What arose was a question of vaJJ..Bs . 

Goodnight . 
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~o 558 Clare McFar lane & Adolphe oberts 

l EWS C I ,1 fi'ARY 
For transmiss ion on 
Thursday Oct 18 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Mr . J .E. Clare MaEarlane was buried yesterday . 

Less t han a month earl ier his go od friend , Tr . W. Ado l phe Roberts 1Ed 

died : and so , within the span of one month J amaica lost i t s t wo most 

senior writers . And s o it seems to me f itting t hat we should try and 

assess the part played by these two men - not , let me say very quidJy , 

in order to sit in judgement on them , but rather to learn from what 

t hey have achieved . And make no mistake about it: bo t h of them have 

achieved much . One of the ma jor failings of the young Jamaican - an 

indeed the young :lest IndianxxR±:tE~x - writer is that when he should 

be learning f -r·om the achievements of t hose who went before him , he 

is so busy tearing them dovm that there is no time to l earn o In 

order to be t he p ioneer , in order to be the firs t , we often have t o 

cancel everything that went before - and s o we throw out the baby 

with t he bath water . 1 nenever any of t he younger West I ndi an wrmte:s 

or intel lectuals lament t he fact t ha t they do not have a l ong and 

ancient past to cal l on , I see it as part of t h is business of r e jecting 

~~ what has gone before . I ndeed , this tendency f i nd$ expr es s i on in 
. 

our po l itics as well , wher e the new young leader seems oft en t o fe el 

t ha t he must compl etel y wi pe out the ~chi evemen t s an d t he good name 

of the o l d l eader in order to build up his own and and make it 

more secure . ' nd there are even elements of this impulse to destrcy 

t he pas t in t he general thinking on Jamaican insti tut i ons . Of ten tle 

ar gument starts off with ••.••• 1 Now that J amaica is independent • • • • • 1 

and t hen t he ar guer goes on to try and get rid of some t r ied and 

tested institution - be it t he monavchy , J amaica ' s two - party system , 

Jamaica ' s traditictnal associatio11 s or t he like . Always , t he impulse 
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seems t o be towar ds t he new and ·t he unknown . .And there i s nothing 

wrong with t his : i ndeed , s omething wou l d be s er iously wrong i f ·the 

young d id not a l ways r each wowards t h e new and t he unknown . ·what i s 

wrong is that this i s accompanied by the i mpy ls e to repudiate or 

else destroy the ol d and t he known . Thi s i s a dangerous i npu l s e 

which can , i f i. t i s not contro l led , seriously undermine stabili t y :in 

times of difficulty • .And the way to stop it , I think , is to face up 

to it and then to cons ciously overcome t his destructive urge . And 

her e a sense of the continuous process becomes cruci a l . Mr . Manley 

and others have paid homage to the political pioneering of Mr . do]ple 

oberts in the movement that led to J amaica ' s independence . And so 

the politicians seem at this moment in time to have a greater sense 

of t he continuous proc ess than the writers have . The politicians -

at least the older ones - seem prepared to admit that things began 

before them and that it does not take anything away from them to say 

so . And so Adolphe Roberts , a fine pioneering writer , has been 

honoured mainly for his political contribution . 

But it is not the public show of honour that I am concerned 

about . What I am concerned about is that most important and that nmt 

private honour of all : the quiet homage of your own heart and mind .• 

This , I tbink , is the kind of homage that Clare McFarlane is entitled 

to from everyone who writes in J amaica and everyone who cares about 

literature in J amaica o rever mind the politics of the business, ne"I.H' 

mind whether you like his poetry or not; never mind wether you beJ.rwd 

to the ' Focus' suhool or the Poetry League school, the hard fact is 

t he Clare McFar lane has nurtured and nursed poetry in Jamaica for 
tli d 

over forty years and that is something unique¢ . But he wax more t hm 
that . 
::g::Mx:txa He also wro te some good poetry about which I .rill t ell you 

tomorrow. So till then, goodnight. 
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NElfS COI, -1 ENT Y 
For transmission on 
Friday Oct 19 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : We are still talking about Clare VcFarlane , and 

now I want t o read a few extracts from some of his poetry : 

Know then the battle rages to and fro , 
The nresent and the past in conflict joined, 
The future in the issue . Yet fear not ~ 
The spirit that upholds her shall endure, 
Though practice fail and custom pass away; 
For there 1 s an England greater than t hy England, 
A London mightier t han thou hast known , 
Bui l t from the generations and the year s . 

That is a bit from McFarlane ' s ' Daphne '. And you know , if I had bem 

as arrogant as one young writer I know who to l d me flatly he could 

not waste hi s time reading McFarlane , I would have missed a great 

deal . I would have missed - or it might have t aken me longer to 

arrive at the concept of London and England as more than just 

physi cal loc~t ions but also symbo l s of values , and without that, 

Sir Hugh Foot ' s resignation about whi ch I talked a couple of nights 

ago, would have had less meaning o So , this poet who so many young 

writers dismiss as old fashioned has helped~ to shape my ~alues . 

And the misgui ded young writer who did not have time to read Clare 

KcFarlane does not lmow what he has mi ssed . It seems to me that 

so many young Jamaican wri t ers mi ss so much because they t hink they 

are too smart and too modern to learn anything from Clare McFarlane. 

THis is of course what always happens when you t ry to reject your 

past and those who have shaped your pas t : you beco"me very clever 

and very good at teari ng down and destroying . The trouble is you 

have nothing on which to build and so you are always begi nning f rom 

scratch . lmd so you do not have that sense of time and spac e , that 

sense of history which McFarl ane describes as ' Wwilight forever 
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lives, forever dies ' . And you know , in one poem ' On National Vanity ', 

,rcFarlane offers us more distilled wisdom than you can find in the 

writings of those who would sell his work s hort , 

But it is not my purpose to defend .Clare 1cFarlane ' s work or 

to justify it . It needs no such activity from me or from anyone . 

What is am trying to say is that because of this destructive urge 

wi thin the soaiety , because of the strong impulse to pull down t hore 

who have gone before , many of us have not given ourselves a chance 

to really appreciate and benefit from the life and work of people 

like J . E. Clare ~cFarlane and W. Adolphe Roberts o And t he loss is 

ours , not theirs . The tragedy is that this is the kind of loss 

J amaican literature need not sustain . All t :.at is needed is for 

our young writers to build on t he foundations laid by the writers 

of the past . But for this we need humility o You only l earn when 

you are not dead sure t hat you know everything . I think Clare 

McFarlane and dolphe Roberts have a great deal to teach the younger 

writers of Jama ica if only t hey will learn . 

My silent tribute to these two Jamaican pioneer ~ s to go back 

and re- read ev:erything they have written . I suggest you do the same: 

and let us begin wi thA i ~ L • + ->, ~ 'l'-"/]-~-~--e..-.._;:...- ~ 
Love will awaken all lovely things at l ast . 

One by one they shall come from the sleep of Time 

Bearing in triumph the deathless dreams of the past . 

Goodnighto 
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NE';/S CO 11 -:E:t ARY 

1 Tourism : Casin6 Gambling ; 
Met:ef d ta~is ; value for money , 
~ tCz.., ~ ~ ~ . 

For transmission on 
Saturday Oct ·1JJ) at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaki ng 

Good evening : Way back on September the 12th , when the idea 

to introduce casino gambling was first being pushed y t ourist 

interests , I told you tl1at I honestly did not see any real -connection 

between gambling and tourism . I told you I thought it was false to 

assume that legalised gambling would ·attract t ourists : gambling , I 

told you , does not attract tourists as such : ·l egalised gambling 

attracts gamblers and gamblers , wher ever you go , whether it is the 

south of Franc e or elsewhere , ar e a minority . ·The majority of 

tourists do not go to any pl~ce simp ly in order to gamble . I also 

told you that from my own personal observation of tourism in the 

South of France I am satisfied that a flourishing tourist industry 

was much less dependent on gambling than the people who wanted it 

made out o 1' ow I am very glad indeed to see that the Minister of 

Trade: and Industry has said firmly t hat gambling was not the answer. 

I am glad the Minister has done this because it seemed to me 

at one stage that we were in danger of getting t he issues confused . 

The churches have , and I personally agree with t hem , opposed t he 

introduction of casino gambling from a christian point of view . A.ril 

this resulted in a big debate about the so - called ' old fashioned ' 

approach of the churches , and about this being the only way to cure 

a sick child , and about the child not· really being sick but dying , 

and about church lotteries , horse racing , football pools and a 

hundred and one other side issues . The practical point which I am 

gappy the Minister has now endorsed is that casino gambling is not 

the answer to our troubles . And he has listed some of things that 

have caused our tourist industry to be in the state it now is . 
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~ T Minister~~- high rates and the behaviour of Gome of the 
~~ snops t..-lc 
~~ W r free port,i , taxis , m.he hotels , the airlines , have not ·i:.Jeo11 

/I 

gi v~ . value for money . ~ have been charging high 1 rices and 

giving low quality serime e . I do not think everybody in the industry 

agrees with the ~Iinister . I have myself been given strong and sound 

arguments to justify the rates that are being cl' arged in our 

luxury tourist hotels . And you know, they do compare reasonably 

well with rates in other p l aces . So~ •,~~o~-J~ ~a~~ T~ 
. v 
rates . I think the rates certainly limit the kind of people who 

/l 
will want to come to Jamaica for a hol<lidlay to those a,bove a certain 

income . The per son in the lower middl e - class income bracket who 

gets t wo or three weeks a year and who has to save up to t ake the 

family on ho liday - such a person just cannot come to Jamaica . You 

will find many such peop l e in Puerto Rico : there they trave l in 

bus s es with tie ordinary citi zens (no air - conditioned busses, by tl:B 

way} and most of t hem eat i n local eating places . But then t he 

majority of tourist r e sorts are not in the luxury class . They a r e 

ther e t o cater for t h is kind of person . Then there is transport . Yru 

can get to Puerto Rico f rom New York at a fract i on of what it costs 

to come here and that again cuts out your lower middle- class fami l y. 

So it seems to me that on top of all the point Yir . Lightbourne has 

ment ioned , such as giving full value for money and lowering air ratm , 

the tourist industr·y should also ask itself whether it wants to 
free spender 

attract the lower middle- income tourist . He will not be a E±gx:t:t~ 

or tipper , in fact he will watch every penny, as you and I do. But 

his numbers are legion . Does the tourist industry want him? 

, Goodnight . 
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No 561 Implications of Campbell ' s Appointment 
As Governor- Gener a l 

T .10. s co ,]1 11..RY 
For transmission on 
Monday Oct 22 at 6 . 15p .m 
eter brahams speaking 

Good evening: Now that my prediction of October the 2nd has 

been confirmed and ~.r . c.c. Campbell ' s appointment as our next 

Governor - General has been announced , let us take a close look at 

the possible implications of having a native Jamaican Governor­

General . 

I think ~~xx±mi~ the most serious and the most dangerous 

implication is the possibility that the Governor- General ship of 

Ja~aica may become a party political matter . The r eason why Sir 

I1.enneth Blackburne , the reason wny all the @overnors in the past ; 

were , with rare exceptions , able to be so useful to Jamaica , was 

because they were above party politics . They were the Queen~ or · 

the King ' s representatives . And whether Ja□aicans approved or 

disapproved of what they did , everybody accepted it as being done 

in tne interests of the nation as a whole . And so Kinr ' s House and 

the person who occupied ~t,,, became symbols of iixiu:::x:xxN unity for - ~:.x 
all J amaica • .And because/±± was a symbol of unity and , until very 

recently, the real source of all power in Jamaica , the office of 

Governor was the most important s ingle stabil'sing factor in the 

society . nd so , syt)olically , the man at King ' s House meant a number 
\... 

of ve1 .. y important things to the country . First , and parado·xically 

perhaps , he meant ~XM dependence , x M security and colonialism . 

His prsence meant a limiting of the freedom of choice of all Jamaions 

Until recently he could over - rule the decisions of the politicians , 

and if need be enforce his own decision with all of Britain ' s mili t aF 
' 

might . nd he ac'ted as a res training influence on the politicians . 
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Second , his presence r epresented the over- a ll unity of the society: 

opposing parti es , conflicting factions and interests , differing · 

groups and classes a ll looked to him to maintain a just balance . 

T~ird , he represented nat·onal rather than partisan recognition . 

Although he fuad increasingly in rec ent years to act on the advice 

of the party in power , t here were areas in which he could ., on his an, 

pay tribute to personal achievement by personally recognising it . 

He invited distinguished citizens to the many functions of the 

Governor on the basis of h is assessment of their merit and mtanding 
I 

in the community - and not on the basis of how they stood with t he 

party in power . 

And so , in these ways , he contributed gr eatly to the sense of 

nat ional uni t y within the society . Because of his presence and what 

it represent ed , it was po ss ible for many citizens to see t he inter 

of t he nation as bein above those of party and person : indeed , he 

himself was the symbol of t h is concept of the nation . 

But all this was r elatively easy for a man who repr esented an 

outside power and who was accountable to such an outside power . He 

could afford to be de tached . But that is only part of the reason . 'n-B 

other part is that the system under which he operated made it poss:frle 

and indeed easy to be above the party battl e . Jow that the system cf 

his appointing has changed , and now that he is to be a native s on , 

t here is the danger that his great usefulness as a symbo l of natioral 
unl ess we make gr eat ~xkt~ efforts to avoid 

unity will be destroyed , xfxtN~x ~XE x~rx~~N r~~ ~xocxooai~axNR~ mEE 
t his . I t hink a party politica l Governor-General 
MRXRX~XX~RXEJm ~ix~fx±M~x~a~x XXNX~GNR~ will be a tragedy ~ 

Jamaica . _Tomorrow I will tell you how I t hink we can avoid such a 

tragedy . So , till then , goodnight . 
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Ei"lS CO 1 ,JENT Y 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Oct 23 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter brahams speaking 

Go od evening : Let us explore a possible chain of events in the 

political life of Jamaica . Let us assume that the appointment of 

the Governor- General is regarded as a purely party political thing . 

And let us assume that the -party in opposition does not approve of 

it because it is goop. OP.t-;Osition politics not t o. And let us furthEr 

assume that ing ' s House , or whereever else the Governor - General 

may be living becomes a place to which only those who are in political 

favour are invited . And having assumed this much all you will have 

to do is stop and think a little to r ealise what it will mean for 

J·amaica . The idea of national unity will be utterly destroyed . When 

one party ~sin power all the honours and all the jobs , beginning 

with the Governor - Generalship, will go to the supporters of the paey 

in power . The opposition and th supporters of the opposition will 1:e 

excluded and reduced to second or t hird- class citizenship . And then , 

when you have a change of Government , there will be a clean sweep , 

from the Governor- General downwards . Everybody who can be fired 

will be fired . The new party will put in its own man who wi ll invite 

only the supporters of the new party , and all honours and fa ours 

will only go to them . 

And once you have this situation, you have a situation where 

party becomes more important than country : where loyalty to party, 
. 

where service to party , are more important than loyalty and servi ce 

to country . And the trouble about this sort ;>f thing is that once it 

begins there is no telling where it might end: it could spread to 

the civil service , the police force, even the defence force . There 

will then be no single _person or institution to regard as a uniting 
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the right of Cuba or indeed of any other sovereign state to decid~~ 

its own affairs in its own way . We may not agree with the system 

of government or in the way they run their affairs : but this is the i r 

bus i ness , not ours - as long as they show the same respect for our 

business and our ways . I think some of you may still remember that 

I have spoken up loud and clear for Cuba ' s right to choose her own 

way and go her own ray . 

But , you know , these self- same rights that we are prepared to 

concede t o Cuba , we must concede to the United States as well . Just ­

like Cuba , the United States has the right to choose its own way 

of government and has the right to provide for its own defence . 

And I am completely sat isfied in my own mind that the United States 

saw a genuine threat to its own security in the Soviet arms build - tp 

in Cuba . As far as the United States is concerned Cuba 'l.vas being 

turned into a Soviet military base just off the coast of the United 

States@ She felt she had to do something about i t and she did . The. 

alternative was to do nothing and end up with Russian holding a pis1o l 

to her head . These are the cold hard facts of power politics . Russia 

wants a powerful foothold in this part oft-he world to spread her own 

influence , ideas and power . Eere , as elsewhere in the ·world the Unit3d 

States is the great obstacle to this spread of Russian power: this 

is the basis of the 6old ,Tar . Cuba itself is incidental to this bi r 

design . And certainly when you look at it inthe terms of co l d power 

politics , America has at least as much right to prevent Cuba becom~ 

a Soviet base , as Russia had a few years ago when she created a 

crisis to make sure that Finland did not become an American base 

r border . But for me there is an even more important and an 

tragic aspect to this & - ~risis over C ba of whi ch I ' ll 

Jodnight o 
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E\1S CO -.iMEN RY 
For transmission on 
Hednesday Oct 24 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter brahams speaking 

, 

j, 

Good evening : Seventeen years ago today the United Nations 

came into being as an expression of the wi ll of fifty - one nations 

t o aboli sh war , t yr anny , oppression and hunger from the world . As 

with so many gr eat movements and organi sations , this one was born 

ou t of war - out of t he Second World War which was the most de structive 

and the most impersonal war so far conduc ted by mankind throughout 

its t a r bulent h istory . In all earlier wars men had faced each other 

in battlef i eihds all over the world and looked at each other a cro ss 

some ' no - man ' s - land ' before destroying each other . In the Second 

World Viar , for the first time , a man could sit in one country and 

push a button and send a machine to another country , carrying death 

and destructi on . For the first time in h is ~istory , man made war a 

total t hing in the Second World War : ull! new born bab,iies , old gram.es 

cat-s, dogs, birds ,fish , flies , flees, KR bedbugs and even the food 

we had to eat - all were involved . There was no ' no - man ' s land' and 

no battlefield . War was total and everywhere . And the two atomi c 
' 

bombs t hat were dropped on Japan gave ·warning tbat destruction couJa 

be total too . But , compared with the weapons man has developed . 

today , all the weapons of the Second World War were piJimitive . 

Today's weapons are much more ' sophisticated ' - and that is the 

word the scientists themselves use - 'sophi sticated ' . The two atom 

bombs that were dropped on Japan were not ' sophisticated ', they only 

killed upwards of one hundred thousand people in a single flash : the 

new ' bombs ' we are told, wi ll do much better . One of the new ones, 

we are told , is ' sophisticated ' enough to wipe out the more than 

four huhdred thousand people of t l e Corporate Area in one total and 
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This is a tragic situation that makes puppets of peoples and countr.i.es 

and nations . And I think that my own strongest long-term criticism 

of the leaders of the Cuban revolution i s t hat t hey have turned 
set 

themselves , their country and their people into just another/puppe~ 

in t his ideolo gical conflict . I think by doing this they have 

destroyed the great symbolism of the Cuban revolution - the symbolisn 

and the reality of redistributing the wealth of Latin American 

nations , of offering land to the peasant , schools for his children , 
freedom and 

and a new/patriotism and a new hope to all . I still think all this 

was implicit in the early Castro movement and it was t h is that made 

so many of us support it against both the Batista dictatorship and 

that section of ericans wh_o had a stranglehold on the country ' s 

economy . In those days Cuba looked like being as meaningful a symbol 

for t l is part of the world as India - which is now being attacked 

by Communist China - as India was for sia , as Egypt was for the 

Mxmli rab world and as places like Ghana and Guinea were for frim . 

These were underdeveloped countries that were unwilling to be anybQ}:'l.y 

satellites . We needed such a symbol desperately in this part of tlle 

world : and Cuba could have been that symbol . And people all over the 

h emisphere.._ would have supported her . Instead she has elected to go 
t he 

in for/discredited European- style leftist tyranny and the bankrupt 

politics of t he Cold Wax- . That Cuba,for which so many 13rB us had 

such h i gh popes, should by becoming a satellite br ng world war so 

close to us, is the final condemnation of the whole business of being 
~£)~~ 

satellite~ ~ ~ -1PC especially satellites of a cynical leftism 

that hol huwan life and human dignity cheep . Goodnight . 
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i EWS 00].flc.tEN T.t- Y l 1' 7--
For transmission on~ 
Thursday Oct 25 ~~ 6 . lSp .m 
eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I know a large number of lis'teners have been 

waiting impatient ly for me to comment on tbe crisis over Cuba . In 

fact , some were so impatient that they started phoning me on Wednesda:y 

morning to find out why I had said nothing about the crisis the 

night before and wanting to know when I would say anything about 

it . And to all of them I said : I would comment on the crisis just as 

soon as the government of Jamaica gives the country a clear lead 

by declaring where it stands . Now , the government has given us 

t hat clear lead and I fee~ that I can make some useful comments . 

But before I comment on the crisis i t self , let me explain to you 

why I f elt it was important to wait until the government had taken 

a stand . I t seems to me that if we are going to build up a genuine 

and undivided national spirit in times of real crisis then we must 

learn this lesson of waiting for a clear lead . 

In a time of real crisis t l e people of Britain ~ no ·matter 

whether they belong to the Labour Party , the Liberal Party or the 

Conservative Party - i n a time of real crisis they all turn t heir 

hearts and minds to number ten Downing Street and the Prime Ministe:' , 

for he is the R R~XEt chief spokesman of the elected government of 

the people : and in timEs of crisis he does not s peak for party or 

faction but for the whole nation 9 And the same thing ~pplies in the 

United States , as we saw again this week . Republican leaders who 

hate the Kennedy Administration with all they have , nallied around 

the President because this was a crisis and he had to decide and 

act for the whole nation . I think it is very important that all 

the people and all the leaders and all the parties of Jamaica learn 
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how crnuial a spirit of national unity is in times of cri s is . Without 

such a spirit the country can be gripped by a terrible confusion, 

and the enemies within the gates will be very quick to exploi t such 

confusion . To hold on to what we have we mus t keep our heads . 
crisis 

~ow for the/rtRxx itself . Let me list the questions that I 

heard asked most frequently . The first and the most important one 

Does this mean world war? Arid if there is world war, what_ happens in 

Jamaica? I do not of course know -the answer and I do not think that 

either Vir . Kennedy or Mr . Khruschev know the answer . I think both 

of them are equally anxious about it . I think the most likely charm 

of war is if one or the other makes a serious mis calculation and 

forces the hand of his opposite number . For instance , if the Russians 
or more 

instruct one/of their ships to defy the .American quartntine operatio:r1 

and go to Cuba with arms and refuse to be searched by the Americans -

if the Russians do this because they t hink the Americans are bluffing , 

the Americans would then either have to give ground or else sink t:te 

Russian ships . If the Americans giv e ground then Mr . Kennedy might 

as well pick up the telephone an call KM the Kremlin and say :. ' Lorn: 

Mr . K. , you ' ve called our bluff , we give in; you can come and take 

over . We will be your ever- loving sat ellites '. If , on the other 

hand , the Americans sank the Russian ships t t en the initiative would 

be with t he Russians ; they could either withdraw or make war . So 

the cnances of war are as easy as that . And if there i s war , then 

we in J a maica , and. then even Cuba , will become utterly unimportant 

in the scheme of things . d so on to the second question that has 

warried most people : Should America have done this? XR d should EiB 

have done it without reference to the United Nations? I ' ll look at 

t his question tomorrow . So till t hen , goodnight . 
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ro 565 Crisis Over Cuba (2) 
The Question of Self- Defence 

~EV S COMiv ENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Oct 26 at 6 ol5p . m 
eter brahams speaking 

Good evening : Should the United States have thrown this 

partial blockade around Cuba, knowing that it might cause war? Well, 

let us look a t i ta 11 ttle more closely . Why d id the Americans do it? 

' Ri In his speech to the American nation on I onday night, t he America 

resident said the American nation had unmistakable evidence that 

sitesfor the firing of nuclear missiles had been established in 

Cuba: in other words , Guba , 90 miles from the United States , had 

in effect ER~i& :m established oviet ruilitary bases wbich could hurl 

nuclear rockets at any point in this hemisphere , including the heat 

of t he United States . I have been listening to r eports from all 

t he key centres of t he i.mrld since Iv1r . ennedy made his speech and 
t he 

I have t he strong i mpression t hat almost everybody accepts/tNxt fact 
arms 

t hat there has been t his kind of/build- up in Cuba . Even the United 

-ations Secretary- General , U. Tha tacitly admits this in his 

call for a suspension of t h e blockade as well as of the arms shipman.ts 
Soviet bloc 

And of course you have the xxi&xxgMxX countries and Cuba saying t r:tt, 

the type of arms Cuba stocks and imports is her business and there E 

no reason why she should be accountable to anybody . 

So I think we can say that all the evidence points to t he fact 

that there was a very definite military build- up . at]uix:tuxxmMie:ki&:aN.s: 

But surely, Cuba as a sovereign independent country has a right 

to do as she pleases : she has the right to choose the form of gove.n­

ment under which she chooses to live ; she has the right t lb choose 

her own friends and she has the right to make arrangements for her 

own defence . I do not think any reasonable persvh will question 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

is , we do not know if the Cabinet has seen a draft of it or whether 

it has been discus sed at all . Per haps we will have a clearer i dea 

abou·t t his after l!.r . Sangster has spoken tomorrow . 

I think the second ques tion i s t he minds of most peopl e is: 

What sort of Budge t i s this likely to be? If by t his anyone wonder s 

exactly what Mr . Sansster ' s proposal s will be , then your guess is 

as good as mine . If , on the other hand , you are interested in 

poss i b l e trends , t hen I would suggest that you loo~ back to the 

J . L. ' selection promises . 

They have promi sed to reduce market fees: and they h ve done s::, . 

-'Jr . Lightbourne promised p ric e controls on all those goo · in common 

daily use as one way of fulfilling t heir election promis e to bridge 

the gap between t he have and the have- nots o So far the drop in the 

price of keros ene has made a great deal of difference to the poor 

country people, and we are all still confused as to exactly what 

pri ce controls on drugs has achieved . Significantly , fi gures f r om 

t he Department of Statistics suggests that for the first time in may 

months the cost - of - living has not ri sen o I woul d say that if you 

follow this pattern through you might decide that Hr . Sangster ' s 

Budget tomorrow will be geared to continue the pro cess of maki ng 
for 

t hings easier/::tm the poorer sections of the Jamaican community . If 
a period of autroerity and 

a chi eving this means/tight money , then I' hope ths government will 
mus t 

have the courage to f ollow it t hrough. To go forward , Jamaica Naz 

produce more , earn more and save more . Tomorrow we will know how 

far Hr . Sangster ' s Budget fa ces up to t hese challenges . 

Goodnight 
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No 566 

J2WS COMHENT 'RY 

Crisis Over Cuba(3) 
The Problem of 2»R Satellites 

being 

For t ransmiss ion on 
Saturday Oct 27 at 6 ol5p . m 
-eter brahams speaking 

Good evening : So far we have discussed the crisi s over Cuba 

in t er ms of the happenings of the last few days : now I think it is 

time for us to go a little deeper into it. And this, I think , wil l 

bring us to the heart of the matter o So , let us begin with a simple 

and shocki ng statement . 

If Cuba had not become a ' satellite ' of the Soviet Union we 

woul d not have this crisis in the Caribbean today o It is because 

Cuba is located in the Caribbean ea , just off the shores of the 

Uni ted St ates , in the American ' s phere of influence ' and i s a Russian 
do 

satellite , that we/have the crisis . Or , l et us put it another way, 

if Finland had become a satellite of the United Stat es and the 

American had started setting up nuclear rocket bases ninety miles 

away from the Soviet border , there would have been a similar crisis . 

Of course , it is likely t hat the Russians would not have a llowed. 

things to go that far . They would have acted much more sw(\ftly and 

much more ruthlessly , as they showed when thj crushed the anti - Soviet 

Hungarian rising . The point is : in order for this type of crisis 

to develop a country has to be in one sphere of influence and become 

a satell ite of the other great power . Obviously too , if Cuba were 

I:! s at ellite of t he United St ates ther e woul d have been no r e son 

for a crisis to deve lop o I hope you see, hat I am drivi ng a t . If 

you look back at all the crises t hat we have had since the Second 

World War - from horea to the Congo to Wes t Berli n to Cuba - they 

al l come back t o this simple basic proposi tion : t he bitter ideolog:kal 

conflict between 11erica and . Rus sia , With uss ia pr ess i ng to extend 

her power and influence and America pr essing to contain it . 
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symbol for the whole country . And I believe sincere l y that J amaica 

desperately needs such a unifying symbo l at this moment in i t s 

history . We need a man who is accepted and honoured by everyone , 

by . LP . and J . L . ; by N.W.U. and B. I . T .U. ; by far mers in the rural 

areas and business people in the urban areas as the symbol of natiaal 

unity . 

I have no doubt in my own mind that Mr . Campbel l cap be and will 

be that unifying symbol for all of us - if we , and particularly the 

political parties allow him • 

..I think the two parties mus t now work out a gentlmen ' s agreeme:t 

~o make sure that when the new Governor- General take s office it wi ll 

be as the Governor- General of the whole nation , represnting the new 

spirit of independent Jamaica and symbolising its national ±NXR~~ Et 

character and interests . This will be relatively easy for t he J.L . P. 

They , after all , chose t he new Governor- General . But it is import ant 

that they should not r egard him , or give anybody t he impression t hat 

they regard him as ' their ' Governor- General . The moment he assumes 

offi c e , he is Jamaica ' s Governor- General , above party . The P .N.P . 

is obviously going to find learning t his lesson much har der , as Hr . 

1ianley I s remarks about ' poor Campbell ' sgowed. But if the . N. • 
t hat unhappy 

does not learn t he lesson then we might well be in for/:tN!R'. chain of 
that tak6:I place 

events/when party is more i mportant than country . If the P . N.P . were 

in power I would be saying the same thing of the J .L . P . because it 

seems to me that both parties need to think very carefully on this 

most important of all Jamaica ' s nationa l and symbolic posts . 

Goodnight o 
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The •~ut1mn ' Budget 

1 ' S COl.', -1Er ... TARY 
For transmission on 
}~nday Oct 29 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter brahams spealcing 

Good evening : The big news is t • Khrushchev ' s order to take 

dovm the Ru?sian rocket bases in Cuba; and , from a long. term point 

of view , his invitation to t he United Nations to inspect the 

a ismantling of the rocket bases . s far as we are concerned this 

means t hat there wi ll be no war over the situation in Cuba . And t t,at 

is just about as go oa. as the news can be . And because we can 

breathe a deal more freely today than we could a week ago , the 

Budget which Mr . Donald Sangster will present to the Hous e of 

epr esentatives t omorrow will have a lot more meaning for you and 

me than it would or could have had if there had been war . In any 

case , 'f propose to\ <lliscuss the big news on Cuba tomorrow: this 

evening I want to give you a little bit of background against which 

to set whatever Mr . Sangster might announce tomorrow o 

First , it seems most unlikely that Er . Seaga will have the 
the 

J . L .• ' s development plan ready for this year, so wn±RxHr proposaJs 
will will 

Hr . Sangster m±gkt put forward w~xi!li, I think , be in the nature of 

i nterim proposals to carry us forward unti~ next year , possibly untll 

Budget time next year . In any case , the development plan when it 

is ready, will be a long- term thing spread over five or ten years 

or more , whereas the government has to present a Budget to the nat:im 

every year . The big thing is that if ·the J .L . 1 s development l an 

were ready r:ir . Sangster could have , and probably would have drafted 

his Budget with the long- t erm aims of the development plan in mind . 

Of course, it is possible that Lr . Sangster 's proposals will in fact 
w..e-

be part of the long term aims of the development plan : e:e- don 1 t knav, 

because we do not know at what stage of writing the develonment plm 
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blinding flash . And it is this knowledge that should make you and 

me and every ordinary person ever ywhere in the world celebrate 
with 

Uni tea ations Day /aiul a special t hankfulness o 

You see , one of the r easons why we are still here today inspite 

of the totality of World War Two is because only one side had atomic 

weapons , and so that side could force the peac e . Today , t he two sid:s 

with whom war is most possible , both have highly ' sopl1isticated ' 

weapons whi ch can , Fi thin hours , destroy the world as ·we know it . 

Our one hope for peace these pas t seventeen years has been the 

United liations . t least three times , in Korea , i n Berlin and in 
would 

the Congo it looked as thou h the peace of the world/end and the 
be 

new k i nd of ' so~histicated ' war/unleashed on mankind . But each 

time war was averted , largely due to the effoflt s of the so- called 

neutralist members of the United Nat ions . In a very profound sense 

I think we can say; that the smaller and weaker countries of the worli 

have he lped to keep t he peace of the wor l d because they had the 

United rations as a forum from which to address t he great powers . 

For this , if for no other reason , I t hi nk we should salute the United 

Nations : by b eing the world ' s greatest talking shop it has helped 1D 

keep t he world ' s peace . But it has done more . It has and it still i s 

preaching an international morality to the nat ions; and however s lowly 

however poorly , the nations are beginning to get the message that 

political freedom , that economic security, that human dignity ~ that 

al l t hese are indivisble . The great cry of manki nd , ·the anc ient cry, 

is still for peace and for bread . And the hope of achievi ng peace ml 

break lie with the United ations : if it fails , we fail . Goodnight 0 
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0 56~ Easing of the Cuban Crisis 

;Ews co 
For transmiss non 

ay Oct ~~ t 6 . 15p .m 
eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The news of the easing of the ~lix~ crisis over 

Cuba has been welcomed with relief all over the world . It is possible 

that there are people and governments who regret this t ~r n of eveni:B: 

the Chinese communists,for instance , who sounded very much as though 

they hoped the Cuban crisis wi ll see the beginning of an all- out 

war between the forces of communism and non- communism o But then the 

Chinese communists are in the most awful economic mess and anything 

even a war of massive destruction - seems welcome to them as a way 

out . In contrast to the leaders of Chinese communism Mr . Khrushcmr 
it is 

and the Russian leaders are positive doves of peaceo nd/this impulse 

to war, xx expressed in the present mad- dog attack on India , that 

makes communist China such a disturbing force in the world today . 

But I wil l deal with that another time . 

For the present , t he Cuban crisis seems to be over . The Russians 

have agreed to dismantle their missi l e bases , pack them up and take 

them back home . And, equally important, they have agreed to have 

United Nations representatives on the spot to see that they do what 
"led-~ 

they say they are going to do . IP-efflot":JO'.)~ the United Nation~ Secreta~~ 

General , U Thant, arrive d in Cuba to work out these details . But 

although the Russians made the major concession by stepping down 

from their very tough and warlike position when they realised that 

the United States was serious , the Americans have also made a very 

important concession . President Kennedy has made a clear and open 

declaration t hat the United States will not invade Cuba. As far as 

the Oiban people and their leaders are concerned, this is most 

important . So, the picture now is: The Russians will dismant l e 
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their miss le bases and take them, and presumably the Russian militay 

personnel , back home; the United Nations will come in to supervise 

this operation; and as soon as it is completed the partial American 

blockade will be lifted . Finally , it seems that from here on the 
a 

Uni~ed rations will have/greater say in the settling of the difference 

between the United States and Cuba . 
· clarified & probably 

One of the differences which, I think , has been/settled for 

good is the establishing of the fact that whether you or I or Cuba 

likesit or not, the United States is not prepared to have any Russian 

~NmlmlNXK± military base set up in this part of the world . I think 

the Russians have got this point very clearly , and I think the Cubers 

have got it_ too. In a sense this is probably the most important 

point of all that has been established . The Monroe Doctrine which 

has beer\s coffed at as outdated and old- fashioned is suddenly a ot 
\ 

more up to date than its critics thought - simply because Mr . Kennedy 

dug in his heels and called Mr . Khrushchev ' s bluff . 

Another important point of difference has to do with the American 

Naval base at Guantanamo Bay . ne of Dr . Castro ' s first reactions 

to the settlement worked out between the United States and the 

Soviet Union was to demand that the Americans abandon the Guantanano , 

base . ~ow , whatever Dr . Castro ' s reason for making this demand at 

this time - and there are many wh~ feel it is bi~ter disappoi t ment 

at the way things have gone - I hope that when the question of the 

base does come up, it might be a point od departure for the 

re- establishment of good relations between Cuba and the United States . 
give you my ideas 

Tomorrow I willxiti:z~i),l:lU!I some of the con.di tions for the re- establishmeri 

of good relations between the two countries , ae fill then goodni 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



Towards Better U. S . - Cuban Relations 

EWS COMMEiAT Y 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Oct 31 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter brahams speaking 

Good evening : One of the sad things about the human condition 

is ,that it is easier to destroy than it is to build o It is always 

much easier to sow the seeds of doubt and fear and hate and envy 

than it is to sow the seeds of trust and confidence and love and 

appreciation . And because this is so many of us , politicians , 

teachers , parent s , leaders of thought , journalists and the like 

choose the easier way by playing of pEejudice and on fear . And one 

of the meanest and most destructive concepts based on prejud i ce and 

fear is the concept of the ' enemy ' o For very large numbers of 
the 

mericans/Cuba of today and the Cuban leaders in - articular , are 

the ' enemy ' : and always , the enemy is everything that is horrible 

and nasty and evil . By the same token , for the leaders of today ' s 

Cuba and for very large numbers of Cubans, the United St ates and 

its leaders ar e the ' enemy ' , and asain the enemy is ever ything that 

is horrible and nasty and evil o Thus each side has built up a,{.t waII.. 

of fear and hate agai~st the other . It seems to me that one of the 

most important things that needs to be done is for this wall o f 

fear and hate to be broken down , if better r elations are t o be 

established between the United States and Cuba . - The concept of the 

should be give up by both sides and in its 

p l ace they should try to cultivate the concept of the neighbour -

and if possibl , that noble F . D.R . concept of the ' Good Jeighbour ' . 

But to arrive at this point both sides will have to face up 

to a number of hard facts . So let µs list these , beginning with 

what the Cubans will have to face up to . Cuba wi l l have to face 

up to the fact that she is in the erican spher e'; that a ll twenty 
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Latin American countries who are members of the O.A.S . sided with 

the U.S . and against her , and that if she wants the respect of these 

cpuntries she will have to accord them respect; she will have to fa:B 

the fact, amply proved last week , that in any real showdown , she 

might find hers emf alone; and she must face up to the fa ct you cann:t 

kick a man in the teeth and then demand that he buys your sugar at 

special preferential rates . It seems to me that the Cubans have 

deliberaa ely remembered only the ev_eils of the past relationship w.i th 

the Yankees o If the concept of the ' enemy ' is to be replaced then 

they must admit that there was good too - that indeed , the Yankees 
help 

fought a war to/achieve the independence of Cuba . 

For its part the United States must face up to the fact that 

much of what happened in Cuba stemmed from earlier American policy 

there and in Latin America; that it is only yesterday that American 

policy seemed all for the reactionaries and the rightwing dictators 

and the strong men; and that the Cubans and all other people do 

genuinely have the right to run their own affairs in their own way , 

whe ther Uncle Sam lfkes it or not . f I think the U.S . should face up 

to the fact that it did , by all kinds of pr ssures , try to bring 

down the Castro regime . I think that if both sides were to face up 
in the past 

to where they have been wrong/, it could be the foundation of a new 

beginning , the start of a happier era of 
{~~ 

Cuba ' s keaders do¢' not make this attempt 
~ 

Cuban revolution • .And 
1-- th 

then 
~( 

communism ~ opposes . 
A 

Goodnight . 

u . s . - Cuban rel ations . If 

then I see no future for the 
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0 570 After the Budget: the new taxes 

EvlS C Ml,. ~TARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday rrov 1 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The high points in Mr . Sangster 1 s new Budget 

are very clear - indeed , if you have had a beer today , or if you 

bought a gallon of gas today or yesterday , you know all about it • 

..__' ince midnight on Tuesday we have paid a penny more on our bottle 

of beer and a penny more on our gallon of gas . It is estimated 

that the penny more we pay on beer will bring the government some­

thing like £220 , 000 in a full year; and the penny more we pay on our 

gas will bring it about 100 ,000 a year . So these two items alone 

will bring the government , £320 ,000 a year . And , for t he taxpayers, 

this is a relatively painless way of doing it . Other tax increases 

are : a penny more stamp duty on cheques , 276 ore on the proerty 

conveyance stamp duty , higher duty on imported furniture , and a 

5% increase on motor car imports . All in all , t~ese tax increases 

are estimated to bring in something like 580 , 000 a year . 

Against this , the 1inister of Finance has announced certain 

tax cuts . Market fees are cut by 25% as from today . Truck licences 

will , from next year , cost half of what they now cost - but this is 

only for trucks which are used fo carry people and goods to and fran 

market . Building societies will be relieved of tax on up to 7½% 
of their reserves until the money is brought into use when it will 

be taxed . They will also be relieved of stamp duty on transactions 

of a value bel ow £1 , 500 . At t he moment stamp duty is charged on 

transactions of £500 and over . The tax on boats valued at less 

than £250 will be removed . The 2/6 witholding tax on money brought 

into the island for buildings and utilities is to be removed, and 

so is state D..tty on new capital . Finally , up to a total of £1,500 
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earned 
the/incomes of husbands and wives are to be seperated for the 1963 

assessment . All t hese cuts and tax rel mfs together amount to 

roughly £188 , 000 in a full year o 

So , the final picture is that t he government will collect 

additional taxes to the tune of £580 ,000 and will lose £188 , 066 

in the form of tax concessions . And if you taxe the losses from 
a year 

the gains , then the Government still comes out £392 , 000/the richer 

on this transaction . So much for the arithmetic of the business . 

IDhe interesting thing from the non- arithmetical point of vi ew 

is what this budget exercise tells us about the government ' s think:hg . 

All the concessions , as I suggested woul d happen on Monday, all the 

concessions are designed to make things easier for t he poorer sections 

But this was to be expected if the J . L .• were to keep its election 

promises . It is not however a ' soak the rich ' budget as one or two 

rather aggressive capitalist friends of min~ suggested to me . In tte 

light of the needs of the country , the need for more houses, more 

schools , more jobs , more hope , - in the light of t hese needs , the 

collecting of roughly half a million pounds a year more in taxes seems 

to me to be very small beer indeed . The whole exercise seems to be 

one of making sure that the books look good : that our balance of 

payments picture should look better than in the past; that our cost 

of living picture should look better . Please do not think that I am 

scoffing at this . Balancing our books is very important . But it is 

not the most important thing Jamaica needs today . Our most important 

need seems to me to get the economy going . And on this the bud~et 

tell us very little . However, we have other clues as to J . L .P . t hirning 

and I will discuss some of t hese tomorrow: so till then, goodnight . 
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No 571 After the Budget : The roblem of Development 

NEWS C MMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday ov 2 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Last night I told you that the Budget tells is 

very little on how to get t he economy going . To see just what I 

mean , l e ~ us examine the four- million- seven- hundred t housand- odd 

pounds ear mar ked for capital expenditure . More than a quarter of 

this sum of money - one- mi llion- t hree- hundred- and- eighty- odd t housand 

pounds are our membershi p subscriptions to' the World Bank and t r e 

I nternat ional Moneta ry Fund . Another one- mi lli~n- three- hundred­

thousand- odd pounds is ear mar ked for capita l grants for roads , watEr 

supplies , loans to the K.S •• C. and Parish Councils , the Water 

Commission and so forth . \vb.en you add t 1 ese two totals together 

you are pretty close to t hree million pounds of the money earmarked 

for capital expenditure • .And all these undertakings do not add up 

to undertakings that get t he e conomy going : they will keep it tick 

over , they wi l l give work to a few t housand men but they will not , 

of themselves , bring more jobs or more wealth int~ being . 

It is however , when you look at the capital expendi tur e est i ma!B s 

f or the Mi ni s t r y of gri cul tur e and fo r t he Ministry 6 Tr ade and 

I ndu s t r y tha t you begi n to see some sort of vlue as t o where the 

government is going . In agricu l ture , over half a million pounds 

is earmarked for the Agricultural Development Programme ; just under 

a quart er million for the Development of land settlements , and 

a l lttle less than fifty - thousand pounds for fis heries . In all , 

the I1inistr y of .Agr iculture will spend a total of one - million- four 

hundred- and- twenty- five - t housand- odd pounds . d if you have kept any 

sort of check on the way t his government has been going about its 

business , you will realise t hat agriculture is one of t heir top 
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priorities . I ndeed , when Mr . Gyles , the Minister of Agriculture spde 

a~ the Farquharson I nstitute of Public Affairs on Wednesday , he 

made it very clear that the J . L. o Government will go all- out to mae 

a succ ess of ggriculture . Hy ovm information is that the long- term 

target is nothing l ess than that Jamaica should feed itself from 

its own land . And as Mr . Gyles said on Wednesday , there will be 

spe4ial incentives towards this end . - So , my guess is that slowly but 

certainly the move will be towards economic farming • . nd e conomic 

farming means mechanisation and fewer peopl e on the lando When Vir . 
efficient 

Gyles talks about his/medium- sized farm of bet ween 25 and 50 acres , 

he must know that it also means fewer people on the land . The big 

question which I think has not been faced is that efficient agricuJdure 

will almost certainly mean an increase in the ranks of the unemployed . 

It is at this point that the 11.dnistry of Trade and Industry 

comes in . That Ministry has a little over a million anct a half po ~ s 

to spend for this fiscal year - most of it on promoting industrial 

development and tourism and on its factory building programme:s . And 

so the grand design seems to me to be an efficient agriculture backed 

up by new industries 'in the, depressed rural areas , to absorb as much 

of the landless unemployed as poesible . If this design works t hen 

Kingston will gradually cease to be the economic centre of Jamaica : 

there will be a dramatic drop in luxury imports, a period of auster.i:ty 

with features of the welfare state and , later , a more even distrib · on 

of the national wealth . And please do not forget that the subscriptbns 

to the Wor ld Bank and the International r,:onetary Fund entitles Jama:ba 

to bor row on a really massive scal e , if she wishes to . But' obvisoul~ 

she should only borrow in order to generate more wealth . And for this 

she needs a well thought - out economic p lan . Goodnight . • 
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Two Ins t ances of Poor Service 

HEl.!S COi:1: iEL ARY 
For transmi ss ion on 
Saturday \I OV 3 at 6 ol5p om 
eter brahams speaking 

Good evening : Two cases of very poor servic e malce me feel that 

it is time to return to a dis cussion of service . Hos t , if not all 

of us, earn our livings iri giving s ervice of some sort in exchange 

for the money we need to pay our way in the world . In some cases , 

8 s with shops and .s:~x:fm:RxN banks and restaurants , the s ervice is 

sold to the gener a l public . In such cases , if t he per son who buys 

the service , either by buying a meal or clothes or by opening an 

account - if t hat person is not satisfied with the t ype of service 

he. g ets , he can always show his disapproval by taking h i s business 

e lsewhere . If you do not like t he way a shop ass istant behaves 

you can always r efuse to shop a t t hat p l a ce ; or you can call the 

management and comp l a in , and because t hey are dependent on you for 

their business , they will make sure t hat t e shop ass istant behaves 

next time . If t he management does nothing abou t the unsa t i s f actory 

service of its shop assistants , it will soon ~ i:X~i&XR~ experience 

a drop in its business turn- over - and this is something t hat 

really hurts any bus ines s . I know one downtown eating and drinking 

p lace t hat became so popular that it could hardly cope with all 

the business , especially at lunchtime . The r esult was that servi ce 

became poor : t he time- gap between your order and your getting it 

grew longer . And t hen t he inevitable happened . Customers got fed 

up and drifted away . P...nother p l ace opened and , being a n ew broom , 

off ered and gave better service . And so today you will find most 

of t he people who once went to the original p l ace going to this new 

pl ace and to other p l a ces . In this way t hey have shown t he ir 
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disapproval of the poor service of that downtown eating and drinkirg 

place . And I think it is going to take 

of effort for that place to win ba ck a 

and a great deal 

t he customers it 

lost . The management of that place is going to painfully learn 

t e l esson that it does not pay to sell your cus tomers short . ~m::x 

d this is fine because t he customer can hit back when he or she 

is not satisfied . 

But what happens where t he customer cannot hit b ck? When he 

gets poor and shoddy service at the post office or from t he rural 

water suppl y people , what does he do? young J amaican who recent]y 

returned from England spent over an hour t he other day at the 

parcels post office on Orange Street trying to get a parcel of 

h is own used clothes which he had sent home in advance of coming bckk 
did not want t o 

because he z ~M~~XH~xxa~~N~oc pay extra air cbarges o When he arriv ed 

he told the customs people t hat these clothes were coming by surface 

mail . But in spite of that , when the clothes arrived , he had to 

fill out forms all over again , hang around for an hour and t hen 

leave without his parcel because the peop :}.e ere too busy and could 

not find his parcel and t hen the lunch hour came . The K. &.A. C. 

rural water supply t hing is a little more personal . From twelve 
eleven 

noon on Wednesday until/tEN 0 1 clock on Thursday morning my home was 
main 

without water because the people working o~ the/road burst the pipe 
the 

and t he gent leman from/rura l water supply department , who saw what 
' land rover 

happened and who had a/i~E~ at h i s disposal, did not think it was 

important enough to make any kind of effort o The trouble is t hat 

the young Jamaican cannot withold his business from the parcels 

post off ic e and I cannot withold my business from the K. S .A. C. ' s 

rural water supp ly department . If we could we would not get such 

shoddy servi ce . Good.night o 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



I 
J 

0 573 Youth Clubs week & the 
Challenge of Youth 

IS COMHD 1TA Y 
For transmission on 
Ionday fov 5 at 6 . 15p om 

Peter brahams spealcing 

Good evening : Since this is youth clubs ' week , and therefore 

a week that should be dedicated to the interests of youth - let us 

talk about youth : but let us do so frankly and honestly and criticall J 

instead of going in for the usual pointless platitudes . So , what is 

the essential p roblem of youth in Jamaica? And what is the essential 

challenge of youth to Jamaica? 

o the extent that you can generalise about any group of people , 

I think most of us will agree that one of the basic charM.eristics 

of youth - and this applies to youth anywhere in t he world - is its 

deepseated i dealism and yearning for nobility of t hought and action . 

You know t his as well as I do . Both you and I have passed through 

t h is phase of life as young people . · is was the time of life when 

we wanted to do something big and great and good and beautiful . 

Often , we did not know just what it was that we wanted to do : but 

we knew we wanted to do something good o Some of us wanted to be 

great explorers; others wanted to @e great fliers or great mus icians 

or great artists or great writers - or great anything - just providn 

it was great . t t rat age girls see ' The Lady with the Lamp ' who 

looked after t he soldiers in the Crimean War as the most noble 
~ 

example of service , and many of them wanted to be nurses: others 

developed a pass iona te love for animals and for them the mos t noble 

thing in life was to be t he protector of defenceless little creatuns . 

And so it went . Boys and girls dreaming great and beautiful dreams 

of service and love . You know al l this as well as I do . All you have 

to do is sit back and remember your om high- minded reams when you 

were young o 
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We all wanted to make the world a better place than we found it . 

But do you remember how the so - called pr~ctical realities of life 

destroyed the dream in us? And what were these practical realities .? 

That our elders and betters judged each other by their material 

possessions . They showed us that success was measured by how much 
,, 

money you made , and how big a car you ran and how much property you 

owned . These were the values of the society and in order to live in 

and with the society , we had to accept these values . We saw for 

ourselves that the wealth of the successful merchant commanded more 

respect than the selfless service of the social worker or the teacher . 
false 

Often we wanted to revolt against the results of this KEi~±x set af 

values - and this the grown-ups called the rebelliousness or the 

radicalism of youth . This was the case in your yout h and mi ne , and 
still you and 

this is/the case for youth today . And you ~now , I think/I would 
our 

have been 12: very much bett er humar:s being today , and I think/:t1m worli 

would have been a much better place today , if our elders and bett ers · 
ho l ding on to their values and 

had set us a better example in/ser ving the communi ty . Perhaps we 

would not have had to exchange the noble dreams of our youth for 

the doubtful material security of our middle years . Indeed , I thi nk 

that if we had channelised the dreams of our youth into transformirg 

the face of the country Jamaica today might have been a vastly 

different place . And this , I think , is the big challenge for the 

future : Can we who are in charge today create a climate of thinking , 

a set of values , that would give today ' s youth a positive chanc e to 

live out its nobl e dream of service? And remember, for the young t are 

i d no better teacher, no greater inspirer than examp~e. Goodnight . 
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No 574 

· EvlS cm . ., Y 
or transmission on 

Tuesday Nov 6 at 6 . 15p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Cuba and Russia 

Good evening : The Cuban situation and the war on the border\ 

between India and China make up the two most urgent problems facing 

the world today . Because of its closeness tdl us , the Cuban situation 

has dominated our attention to such an extent -that the very serious 

happenings in ~NXNa India have been partly ignored . But you know , if 

world war does break out , it will indeed be total war , with every 

corner of the earth and sky and sea as battlefield and with no hiding 

p lace anywhere . So while it is natural for us to be more concerned 

about what happens 90 miles away , it is misguided to think that what 

happens in faraway India is any less important or meaningful or 

dangerous to us . I n today 1 s world we are all , willy -nilly , intimatey 

involved with each other and no conflict is too far away to bring 

disaster to us here in Jamaica . For this rea.son it is most important 

that we be as up- to - date about the Indian conflict as we are about 

the Cuban situation . But let us mak:e a concession to promimi ty ahd 

look at Cuba first . 

I think the latest developments in Cuba point to two things (tl 

The first and most import·ant has to do with a subtle change in Sovjft 

Cuban relations . You will remember that after t he height of the 

Grisis , when 1r . Khrushchev agreed to dismantle the Soviet rockets , 

he also agree d to United ·ations inspection of this operation . 
made 

Developments since have made it clear that I:.ilr . Khrushchev had/this 

inspection decision without first consulting the Cuban government . 

Dr . Castros refusal to have United Nations inspect ion, and his 

public admittance that there were differences between his governmert 

and the Soviet government, underscore '-- this change in relations . 
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The way I see it , it looks very much as though Russia behaved as she 

would have done with some Eastern European atellite : when it comes 

to crucial decisions , you either make a show of consulting your 

satellites or else you do not consult them at al l . Th i m.gs were 

happening too fast , the situation was to tense for the Russians to 

consult Dr . Castro: or else they considered it such a minor detail 

that nobody bothered . I think the Russians assumed , not unnaturally, 

that most satellites have a way of falling in line and they expected 

Cuba to do so . Dr . Castro ' s reaction must have come as something 

of a shock , hence the present visit of 1'ir . Mikoyan . There is an 

awful lot of rather pointless talk as to who scored what over the 

Cuban crisis and I certainly do not vmnt to get involved in this . 

What does seem to me important is t hat Dr . Castro ' s def iant reactim 

to the inspec.tion business in t he face of t he Russian undertaking , 

and the Chinese communist support of this , is another blow at the 

concept of Russ i a as the sort infallible headquarters of all communlt 

kn01i·lledge , wisdom and understanding . And this , from a long- term , 

historical point of view , is very important indeed . 

The second thing that seems to emerge from the latest news on 

Cuba is Dr . Castro ' s disappointment with Russi'an behaviour , in spite 

of his protestations about 1arxism- Leninisrn . It certai nly looks as 
in thi s cri s is 

though Dr . Castro expected t he Russians to do more for Cuba/than t:tey-

have done . Just how much more and what , is anybody ' s guess . What I 

think he did not expect was thi s unilateral action on the part of ~. 
and angered 

Khrushchev o I think it is becaus e this upset/him so much that h e -

rej ec t ed what amounted to Uni t ed Nations intervention o And t here are 

many who feel U.N. intervention would be in Cuba ' s best interests . 

Goodnight . 
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No 575 The India- Chir.a Conflict 

NEWS COM.HENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Nov 7 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: To begin to make any sense out of the pr esent 

conflict between India~ and China we must talk about size . And if 

we talk about size in terms of land area only then Russia with over 

eight million square miles of territory is the l ar gest country in 

the world and hina with just under three and three- quarter million 

square miles is the second largest country in t he world . Using this 

yardstick of size only , India is only the seventh largest country in 

t he world with just over a million square mi l es . So , in sheer 

physical size we are dealing with massive countries where one thousan< 

two thousand or even ten t housand square mi les of territory is very 

s mall indeed . That is point number ohe o 

oint number two still has to do with size . If you measure the 

size of a country by its l and area plus its population then t he 

p icture become s even mo re dramatic . China has a popu l ation s omewhEre 

in t he region of six hundred to six hundred and fmfl t y million peopJe; 

, making her the largest single country on earth in terms of area and 

population o India has between four hundred and four - hundred and 

fi fty million people, maki ng her the second largest country on earih 
\ 

by this a:x:R area- and- popul ation yardstick . So , thi s i s an 

encounter of giants , with China having Xk an advantage of some 

two - hundred millions in populat ion and more t han t wo million square 

miles in la.nd o 

The third point we have to bear in mind is that the fighting 

is taking p l ace on 1 top of the world ' , in the high Himalayas , in 

land where you cannot row food or building industries unless you 

spend countless millions on controlling and changing the weather 

by artificial means . So the land over which they are fighting has 
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very little value in terms of supplfing food or wealth or homes . So 

we come to our first big point : although the fighting is suppo sed 

to be over the borders bet\;een I ndia and Chi na , these are just an 

excuse 0 hina does not need that land to create more land space !Bor 

its people o So why has she launched this attack on India - becaus 

make no mistake about it , China is the aggressor? 

One suggestion to explain the Chinese agreesion is that she 

is diverting attent ion from her own internal economic failures . I 

think there is a great deal to this . China is and has for some time 

now been in an economic mess . The Great Leap Forward fell flat on its 

face and the mass of the Chinese people have been having a rough time . 

But important as it is , I think the economic aspect is only one part 

of the reason . I think the second, and possibl y most important part 

of the reason has to do with the thinking of the Chinese communist 

leadership on communism and how you bring it about in the world . 

I think it is most important to remember this crucial fa ct 

about most of the present Chinese leaders . For practicall y all Lfueir 

lives , they have been at war. From 1911 a MREM, when Sun Yat- sen lei 

the movement that oberthrew the Manchu Dynasty , until 1949 when Moo 

Tse- tung proclaimed the eople ' s Republic , China ' s present communist 

leaders were at war . For the best part of thirty year s and more they 

were either in underground war or openly at war • .And so war became 

a habit , a way of solving problems , something that they understood 

and handled better than anything else . If I am right in this then I 

think t he thinking of the present rulers of China is the gravest 

threat to the peace of the world, and the attack on India is a sort 

of first exercise in the use of war as a political weapon. Only a 

crushing defeat can show them the folly of this : but can India inf]jct 

it? .o ..•.... Goodni ght . 
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No 576 1) Television & the J . B. C 
2) The Civil Service 

fil!lS COM1-!ENTA Y 
For transmission on 
Thursday Nov 8 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter brahams speaking 

Good evening : So much that is interesting and important has 

happened this week tbat I find it a little difficult to know where 

to begin . Out of the meetings of this sess i mn of parliament MX E has 

come a number of important moves . There are the details of the 

setting up of a marketing corparation for agricultural products; ard 

there are the new terms of reference for the reconstitued Agricultural 

Development Corporation . Both of these are matters of very great 

importance which are likely to have a very profound bearing on the 

economic future of Jamaica . But I told you about this and abou t 

t e government ' s tninking on agriculture in my comments of last 

Thursday and Friday . 

Two other very important local matters of this week wa¥ the 

metting of the civil servants and the clearing of the air on the 

relations between the civil servants and the politicians . I thin~ 

Mr . Arthur Brown did the country a very important service when he 

outlined the duties , responsibilities and rights of the civil servat. . 

I sincerely hope t~at both the civil servants and the politicians 
,, 

will take what 1r . Brown said to heart . Indeed, Mr . Arthur brown in 

his own person is a wonderful example of the objective ci~il servant 

whose job it is to serve the elected government of the country - no 

matter which party is in power . I hope too that both the politicians 

and the civil servants will now drop this argument and get on with 

the urgent business of the country , as Arthur Brown ~ 

And still on the local scene , there was r:r . Seaga ' s announceme-t 

yesterday that the J .B . C. would get the franchise to bring televis:kn 

to Jamaica . In common with ' a number of other people I had expected 
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the J .B. C. to get the franchise - unless some very extraordi nary 

new feature cropped up . And there was and is nothing remarkable 

about thi s , if you know Mr . Seaga ' s thinking on the so cial , cultural 

and educational needs of Jamaica . To give television to a private 

company would , almost inevitabl y , lead to its being operated primar.ily 

as a commercial venture with the main motive bei ng the earning of 

a profit . I t wou l d be a private business undertaking and the whole 

point of any private business undertaking is the making of profit s . 

_y ~ivi ng i t to the J . B. C. the government has made sure that this 

fantastically powerf ul medium wi ll have a~ i t s primary motive i'll§: tre 

serving of the Jamaican community . 

There is another point which I think should be mentioned here . 
Jamaica Labour Party 

Befor e the/~ HS:RN:t:x~i&XEJl!N~N:t came to power some of its spokesmea 

had very little time for the J .B. C. They saw it as a waste of public 

money and there was even talk of it beihg scrapped or so l d . To now 

entrust the running of television to this same J .B. C. is a clear 

recognition of its usefulness to the Jamaican community . I n this 

sense , I think -'lr . Seaga and indeed the whole government have expr eBed 

what amounts to a high vote of confidence in the Jamaica Broadcast:rrg 

Corporation . Incidentally , the report of the Broa casting uthori iy 

also expresses this same confidence and approval of the J .B. C. tho h 

it .does not like the ' monotonous e i ihilarity ' in so - called popula:b 

music between t h e two stations at certain times . I agree completely: 

but let me note in passing that C:anaaa ' s C.B. C. gets something like 

seventy percent of its revenue from the government whereas the J . B . 

gets only something like t hirty percent of its revenue from the 

Government . It has to earn the other seventy percent by catering to 

the lowest common denominator . Te evision , fortunately , will not be 

in that position and t hat is very good indeed ••• •. Goodnight . 
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J:!o 577 l)Nyerere & Tanganyika 
2) B. G. Independence Conference Collapses 
3) U. S . Mid- term Elections 
4) Eleanor Roosevelt 

i~E~ S C01•~=.in.~.aJ.. 
For transmission on 
Friday Nov 9 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : On December 9th of this year the East African 

Dominion of Tanganyika will become a republic and Julius Nyerere 

will become its first president . Th is weelc Tanganyika hel its 

first presidential election and out of every one hundred people who 

cast their votes ninety- seven are reported to have voted for Julius 

Nyerere and three for his rival . Anr·: so, this week, hyerere has 

given his own answer to the questions so many of us asked when he 

resigned as Prime ~inister of Tanganyika last year . His resignation 

was part of th~ master- plan to solidify his Tanganyilrn • frican l:atmal 

Union , confuse and rout his enemies and emerge as the strong first 

president when his country becomes a republic . s this week ' s 

voting shows , he has done all this with the skill of a master 

politician . But the r eally tough days are still ahead and it wi l l 

be interesting to see whether Julius Nyerere will avoid the dan5ers 

and pitfalls of ower which have made Nkrumah a xi:E:t xx very lonely 
and almost a prisoner 

and disturbed man/in his castle in Accra . 

The second important i tern of news · from the outside world ·was ire 

~ollapse of the British Guiana constitutional conference - w: ich mens 

that tl~at country\, move towards independence has once more been put 

back by the country ' s leaders . Already these leaders have started 

blaming each other and everybody else for the collapse• of the 

conference . 11r . Forbes Burnham ' s Peoples 1:ational Congress and isr..r . 

Peter D' uiar ' s United Force both blame Dr . Cheddi Jagan . Jagan , 

on the other hand , blames t h e Br itish for the collapse . Burnham 

and D' Aguiar wanted Jagan to agree to a general election before 
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independence is proclaimed, and for that election, and 1-)ossibly all 

subsequent elections, to be conducted on the basis of proportional 

representation . Proportional representation means a system of 

by which parties get parliamenatry seats on the basis of the popula:' 

vote . For instance , under proportional repr r- sentation, it would be 

possible to say that for every five t housand votes or for every ten 

t housand votes a party gets it s hould be given one seat . At ~resent 

Dr . Jagan has more seats in the Guianese parliament than the two 
opposition opposition 
/ parties combined: but the two/parties combined collected more 

if the last election had been held 
popular votes than Jagan did; so/, under propa rtional representatia1 

Xi i i would have been 
Jagan's present ~ajority/}oE cancelled and transformed into a min10di t;-y 

So Jagan does not want a new election before independence , and he 

certainly does not want im under proporational representation . And 

so the parties could not arrive at any agreement in London . But Jagan 

still wanted an independence date chosen and when Britain said that 

she would only agree if there was agreement a inong the delegates 

themselves , Jagan turned around and blamed Britain for t he failure of 

the conference . This is patently nonsense . The real reason for the 

failure is t t at British Guiana today is a house divided against itefl.f 

on ugly racial and communal lines . 
And now for the United States : 
/? ±xaxiJ the mid- Term U. S . elections have proved a personal 

_triuL~h for President Kennedy hard on the heels of the Cuba busine 

The,'! have also destroyed all r'!r . Fixon ' e poli.tical hopes . As of now 

I"1r . Kennedy ' s opponent at the next Presidential elections look like 

being li.r . Rockefeller •••. Finally , the death of I::1rs . eanor Roose\el.t 
l ady 

ended the life Qf a great and gracious/and a very good hummn being . 

Goodnight o 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 578 The J • • S . Co & Politics 

;E:J COMMEl:~T£ Y 
For transmission on 
Saturday Nov 10 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

G·ood evening: Just before Jamaica ' s last general elections 

the Jamaica Public Service Company mounted what was in effect a 

campaign to try and get the then Government to arree to a raise in 

electricity rates . This affair became so stormy that· it developed 

into something of an issue and I , as well as others , expressed the 

view that the company seemed to be play inf at politics _. Certainly , 

the timing of the Company I s_ campaign and the manner in which it was 

conducted supported such a view . And those of us who commented on 

it at the time suggested that it was not in the company ' s best 

interests to get involved or to seem to get involved in the countr 

polt tics . At the height of the scrap , and by the time that the matter 

had become something of a political football , Mr . Will-s Isaacs who 

was then Minister of Trade and Industry , passed regul ations freezirg 

rates . bout this time , or just a little before , Sir Alexander 

ustai ante made a public declaration that his part y would not agree 

to a raise in rates, should t hey be returned to power . He did say , 

however , that if returned his government would seek ways and means 

of making it easier for the company to raise money . You will remember 

that t he Company said it needed t his additional capital for developmer. 

purposes . 

Now we have the news that - the Company has decided to cut its 

staff by eleven percent - which would be round about a hundred 

people . The reason for t his, the company says , is because its 

profits have dropped by eighteen percent in the first six months 

of this year and by twenty- six percent during the t hird quarter 

of the year . The workers who will be dispensed with , according to 
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the Company ' s President , are those who have been engaged specifica:Qv 

for construction in relation to the Company •-s development programme . 
"1\..s--
;:r.t, Company , it seems , has now dec ided that it is unable to finance 

that development programme and so it has decided to abandon i t. 

You will remember that when this issue of h i gher rates first 

came up way back before the elections , I told you that it seeemed iD 

me that the Company expected us , tbe consumers, to finance its 

development programme for it : and I asked why we , the consumers , 

shoul d be expected to pay , and pay quite high rates for the service 

we buy , and should also be expected on t op of all this to put 

additional wealth into the pockets of the Company ' s shareholders 

by financing the i r capital programme for them . I did not see any 

reason for it then and I do not see any reason for it now . 

But this time the eompany did not ask for a raise of rates -

or, if it did , it did not do so publicly . 

Instead it has created what you might d~scribe as a 1 situation 1 • 

Sir lexander Bustamante ' s telegram to the Company suggests that he 

thinks the Company has created this situation as a prelude to a 

demand for higher rates . And he has made it clear t bat he will have 

no part of it and will , if necessary , take· counter measures . I hope 

the Company will think very seriously before its next move . Rural 

J amai ca d~sperately needs and mus t have electricity if t here is to be 

real development . If this operater cannot or will not give it witho.t 

expecting J amaica to pay through the nope, then Jamaica must find 

other ways and means of doing what needs to be done . It would be a 

mistake for anyone to assume that Jamaica is not capable , or is afraid 

of such action . Goodnight . 
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No 579 Thalidomide Killing in Belgium 

EWS COM -iENTA Y 
For transmission on 
Ionday ov 12 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter brahams speaking 

Good evening : Saturday's news of the Belgian woman who was 

freed of the charge of murdering her baby , raises, I think, one of 

the most serious and difficult moral issues man has to face . And it 

is this : Have you , or I, or any other human being the right , as 

individuals, to decide whet her another human being should live or 

die? rtas a husband or a father or a mother the right to decide 

whether a child should live or die? 

:-Jow , it is all very well to be high- minded and moral and make 

sweeping statements about what is right and what is wrong . But I 

confess I would be hard put to t hink in moral terms if someone very 

near and dear to me suffering from a paindul and incurable disease 

were to beg me to help them out of their unending misery . I am not 

sure of how I would react if such a loved bne were suffering ~ - an 
/\ 

advanced sta~e of, let us say , m l ignant cancer o Let me put it 

even more bluntly : if my wife were the victim and I were watching 

her suffer day after day; and if I knew that the only times she is 
not in · 
~xtx~f agony is when she is under the influence of drugs; and if tre 

, 
whole business is one hopless and unending piece of mi sery : if in tines 

circumstances she were to ask me to help end her misery - I am not 

sure of what would do . What I am sure of is that whatever I do 

will be based on my love and my conce rn for my wife and not on 

any high- minded principles . And I think I .can say the same for my 

wife if I were the victim . 

But ef iS £-k,ii@i this is a case where we would talk and think the 

matter out : she will not decide fo r me and I will not decide for her -

we will arrive at somethinS together. And this is a very different 
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proposition from deciding whether a child should or should not live 

because it has some physical deformity . I frankly do not tl1ink that 

either my wife or I have any right , once a child is born to us, to 

destroy the life of that child . And the fact the the child suffers 

from some physical , or even mental , deformity ooes nothing to change 

this fact • . 

There are two reasons why I feel like this , and both are very 

practical . The case of elen Kell er is the classic example of one 

of my two r easons . Miss eller waq born blind , deaf and dumb - and 5Bt 

t his woman lived to contribute more to humanity and to human happirms 

and under t :anding than ninety- nine- point - nine percent of those of 

us who are supposed to be normal . If the parents of Helen Kel ler had 

decided to kill her because they thought they knew what a misery her 

life would be , the world would have been a much poorer place . And 

· this , you must agree , is a very practical reason for denying parents 

the right to kill their deformed children o ·ot even love confers this 

particular type of right to kill . And the second an equally pract · 1 

reason is that the entire fabr ic of civilised life and 1· ing will 
, as indi vir-uaJs, 

break down if Y'?U or I or anybody else were free to decidej that this 

or that human E~X:Ng child should not go on living because of some 

physical handicap . If such a decision has to be made then it must re 

a social decision made by a whole society: even then I would not be 

sure of its rightmess or wisdom , Wl at I am sure of in my own mind 

is that it was wrong for that Belgian mother to take the life of he:' 

Exiax~x~fx~~~i~t~x±t x±xx x~~xi 
_ _ . i., ..., shouJd 

~x~fxtk~xi x~x~fxG~fxit xY..i:~l t ~~xtkRx~~~r~~ 

fk~Mx«ruti ixN~t xki i ix have the private right to decide life or deaih . 

hat is why that Belgian court was so wrong in its sentence .~Aa 

~~ ~\Jr 
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Letter From a Rasta 
& the problem of working & Living 

i\EWS COivit IE:J'YARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday ovl ·13 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I think one of the big problems we face here 

in Jamaica is dramatised in a letter I received from a Rastafarian 

who lives at Back- 0 - Wall and who simply signs himself ' James ' . So 

let me read the letter first and then relate its contents to this 

big problem of which I speak . This is the letter : 

"I am a Rastafarian man with a wife and four children . I do a 

little gardening work in people ' s yards . I hear people talking about 

t hings of which I know myself , because I and others like me are not 

fools as some of you take us to be . The other night you talked about 

a cut of the penny off the price of kerosene : well , that penny cut 

is only for the man buying a gal lon and upwards , not for the poor 

people who buy a p enny- and - a - halfpenny worth or even a quart bottle . 

The small margin of a penny in the price cut is to small to benefit 

t hose who buy in small quantities , so it costs the poorer people 

t he same as it did before the cut . So t his is nothing to talk about. 

Why do you not say it is a shame to see how the price of tlread has 

been raised from l/9d to 2/- , especially as it is the poor who use 

b~read more than the rich because t hey have to keep on mending old 

clothe.a . And there are other articles for which we are also paying 

more now . So , talking about apenny off kerosene oil is so much non se 

Find something else to lalk about .. We are not fools and as time goES 

on we will see . I am asking you to tell the government to find 

work :fm:~ and jobs for Ch:ni s t mas . I will be listening over the rad:k) 

to hear if you are doing so for me and then I will know of Mass 

is working correct . Don ' t be afraid to talk your mind . rre are meeting 

hell at a time like now . I can ' t even give one of me pickney a sho 
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The letter is simply signed James . 

Now let -us look at this letter . First you will notice that I 

will be judged as working correct if I do what m~ Rasta friend 

James ~ants me to do - which is to tell the government to provide 

Christmas work . The inference is that if I do not do this then I am 

not working correct . And so it would seem that J ames does not trust 

me to do or say what is right unless he uses a gent le form of moral 

blackmail . ext you will notice the way in which he dismisses the 

reduction in the price of kerosene - I have left out a rather strorg 

word he used in his letter . s far as James is concerned clipping 

a p enny off the price of kerosene seems to be some sort of po litical 

fraud because people who buy kersosene in small quantities do not 

notice the price difference . The point may be true . But the spirit 

in which the point is made is unhealthy . James is distrustful . The 

assumption seems to be that there is some trickery and some malice Q."' 

that some sort of fast one is being pulled in the penny cut on the 

price of kerosene and in talking about it . And this , I think , is ore 
deepseated 

of the big problems facing Jamaica - t his dee~atated distrust of a st 

anything the government does : and this is not confined to t~e preset 

government . I found the same sort of attitude towards the previous 

government too . There is a sort of general attitude arnong large 

numbers of people that no government of Jamaica is any good . I t hink 

we ri1us t drop this attitude. It is destructive and it is a brake on 

progress . But I t h ink there is something worse to it . By sneering 

at your government you also repudiate all responsibility to your 

society . And this , I think , is what far too many Jamaicans are doi 
~ ._; 

Tomorrow I will tell you ~ -aL I t: ink 1~-:; eihoecJ. 3 a CI about it . So ti TI, 

then . Goodnight . 
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IfB.,"1· S COMM T ARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Nov 14 at 6 . l5p . m 
eter ~brahams speaking 

~1zen nct ~ne ocle~y 

Good evening : 
--;tl-e-

iho are people wbo are repudiating their 

responsibility to the Jamaica society? Last night I told you about 
at 

my asta friend James who sneered/the reduction of the price of 

keree ene by a penny . I have met my people like James . In fact a 

sizeable section of the Jamaican community is like that - even thagh 

they are not all Rastas . Th~ thing ls not a party pollticai thi· 

For them it does not matter which party is in po\ver : they just go 

on sneering at everything . And if they are poor and if life is hard -

it is for James - then they use that as both excuse and justificatjon 

for this destructive attitude . You know them as well as I do: they 

will work allr · ·ht, but only on their terms . They ·want to get big 

pay and do little work and come when they like and go off when they 

like . And if you dare to criticise them they tell you about oppression 

and exploitation and the like . But they repres:ant only one side of 

the penny . On the other side ~ou have the a~fluent citizen , the 

person who has done well and who owns his house and his car . He may 

be in the clv'l service or in business . The one thing he has in 

common with the poor man of Back- 0- Wall is that they ~o t h sneer 

and are con:bemptuous of the government of the day . Let Manley 

launch an industri alisation programme and they will find some reasm 

to low- rate 1 t and find fault with what he and his people are doing: 

let Busta t r y to create greater equity by cutting down living cost s 

and they will l ow- rat e that and find fault with him and his peop l e . 

The i mpulse i s t o cheap en and to tear down . It is everywhere atourd 

us . It is not confined to one section or to one class . It has shot 

right thr o_ugh the society . And it has resulted in a sort of destru "tv 
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meanness w:futh which the society is in danger of choking itself . We 

all sneer at anybody els J>effort to do.anything noble and decent . 

ight now we are seeing an element of this in the two political 

parties . If you belong to the party in power then the villains of 

the piece are the people you have just replaced . If you belong to 

the opposition party t : en the people in power now just cannot 

possibly run the government - and so you sneer at them and spread 

it around; whether it hurts Jamaica or not . Look at your business 

people and it is the same thing; look at the professional people am. 

it is the same thing; l ook at organised labour and you have the sane 

thing . Each component part of the society sees itself and sees its 

interests as being more important than the intej}ests of the society . 

And this , I suggest , is part of the reason why there is this 

great uncertainty in the land today . Nobody trusts anybody else , 

nobody has any faith in the good intentions and in the motives of 

anybody else . In short , the problem is one of a state of mind . The 

problem is for Jamaicans to rediscover themselves mow that they are 

independent, and to rediscover (or give birth to) a faith in each 

other and in Jamaica and its future . You cannot go on being a 

guest in the land of your birth or even in t he land you have admptai . 

The guest expects to be served and looked after . The member of the 

household rolls up his slee1i1 · and shar~ in creating what j_s needed . 

The trouble is that too many Jamaicans , like my Rasta friend James , 

want to be guests in the land of their birth . It is time to decide 

to work and press for Hhat they want : and the beginning of this is 

faith in themselves and in their institutions . That is a key reppor'lj 

jra~ of the citizen in and to his society . Wi t ·bout that there can be 

no healthy , stabl e society. Goodnight . 
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.c\O 582 1) Booing and Jeering at llanl'ey 
2} Sir Clifford Car.ipbell , G . G. i-i.G . 

H;. s co~ L.fil, TA Y 
For transmission on 
Thursday Nov 15 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Last night I talked about the basic need of all 

Jamaicans to have faith in their own institution . This morning I 
' 

read the news of some J .L . P . upvorters jeering and booing ,Ir . 

Manley Mxt ~ as he left Gordon House after last night ' s sitting of 

parliament . According to the report , the police had to clear the 

area befor>e l'ir . Lanley could drive his car away . I think that was 

a dreadful . I do not think Hr . r,~anley deserves this kind of treatmen1 

from any group of Jamaicans - no matter what their party . And as 

I say this I can almost see those of my listeners who are P . N.P . 

supporters nodding with approval and agreeing with me . What I am 

afraid of is that many of t:bem will agree with me for the wrong 

reasons . 111hese same people will see noth_ne: wrong and only cause 

for amusement if they read the news of a group of P .N.P . supporters 

jeering and booing at Sir Alexander Bustamnte o So , let me make my 

own view quite clear on this matter . I do not t hink that eit:rer 

Sir lexand.er Bustamante or r, • :-..orman r..:anley deserve t his _ kind of 

treatrrient from any group of Jamaicans . Whether yo agree or disagree 

with them , both these men have contributed too greatly to t he · 

progress of Jamaica for any other Jamaican to tur1h~n either of 
Ut,r, ~ ~ ' 

them and jeer or boo . If you jeer at Manley or Bustamante yo1 are 
of t two men ~ 

jeering at one or the other or both/who .:iave done more than anybody 

else in the world to create Jamaica as it is todaye::, Whatever their 

faults, and we all have our faults, these two men have served Jamaica 

in a way that is rare and unique . It is part of the meanness and 
some JamaicDns 

destructiveness in/iifa: a± a t hat there are still people who uant to 

jeer and sneer at these two great Jamaican patriots . Disagree with 
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them - that is your right; argue with them - that too is your righ~ 

use your vote to remove them from office - that is the most importa:t, 

of all your rights ~ But you do not have the right to jeer and boo 

and sneer at tnem . They are much too big for you or I to do that : 

they have served too well. But even more important than the fact 

of the greatness of their contribution is the fact that you reduce 

yourself and you reduce Jamaica when you try to reduce these men 

to t he cheap level of jeering and sneering . They have become part 

of those Jamaican institutions that we need to honour and to have 

faith in if we are to build a stable and prosperous and integrated 

society . So please , all you J . L . P fanatics and all' you P . N. P . 

fanatics , and all you non- party scoffers, stop and think about 

Jamaioa ' s symbols and Jamaica ' s institutions : and then set about 

building them up instead of trying to tear them down . Jamaica needs 

the stablising influences of all her sysmbols and all her institution: 

very badly in these early days of her intt-a pendence . Ler stability 

demands respect for her political institutions and her national 

leaders - and this must begin with a due sense of respect for her 

two most outstanding political leaders . 

Finally , yesterday ' s news of the knighting of Sir Clifford 

Campbell is very welcome indeed . But the fact that the government 
for Sir Clifford 

has agreed to this signal honour/al o suggests that we can now put 

aside all the talk about Jamaica becoming a republic. The knighting 

of t · Sir Clifford and the Prime Minister ' s well- known affection 

for t monarchy means just that . And once again , in terms- of the 

basic need for stability based on known and accepted inst1il.tutions, 

this is wise . 1~0 elected president could , at present, be as imporart, 

a symbol as the Queen ' s representative in Jamaica . Goodnight . 
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NEWS COMMEl~ TARY 

1) Anti - Polio treatment 
2) B.G. Rice 
3) 

For transmission on 
riday ov 16 at 6 . 15p . m 

Peter .brahams speaking 

... 

Good evening : I hope all of you , especially the mothers with 
I 

little children , listened to Tuesday evenings broadcast by Dr . 

Eldermire , the 1,~inister of Health . He talked about · the anti - polio 

campaign which started this week . The Minister said that it looked 

very much as though next year _will be a bad year for polio in 

Jamaica , and he mentioned figures for 1954 and 1960 to show th~t 

children under the age of five years were most likely to be hardest 

hit by any polio outbreak . So , you mothers who have children of 

five years and under , please heed the !-,inister 1 s call. and get your 

children treated . Polio not only deforms and damages the body , it 

is a killer too . And this killer is likely to be at large in Jamaim 

next year . 

There is another important point to note . In the past the only 

~~ treatment against polio was in the form of injections and I 

know many parents refused to have t heir children injected because 

they do not like the idea of ' the needle '. Well , this time there is 

no need for injections . There is now a new vaccine which can be 

taken by the rnou • You give it to the child in exactly the same 

way as you give it cough syrup - and it is just as sweet .and nice 

as cough syrup . So that particular problem is out of t he way o But 

must see to it that your child gets three doses . The second and 

t hi rd doeee each beinc six weeks after the one beforeo Just giving 

your child one dose will not protect it from this ki:l .. ler . So please, 

mothers , es_:1ecially t hose of you in the country a r eas , as soon as 

you hear t he vaccination peop l e are in your part , ,et your child or 

children seen to 9 It will not cost you anything and it may mean the 
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difference between the life and death of your children : so for the:ir 

sakes as well as your own peac e of r1ind , get them vaccinated as soon 

as possible ., 

Now for another subject , though still mainly with the housewife 

in mind . A number of hous ewives have spoken to me about t he problen 

of rice . Over the past many weeks they have not been able to get 

Brit ish Guiana rice from their local grocers. I am a great rice 

eater myself and so I have· noticed the change in the taste of our 

rice . n fact , my youngest daughter tried to get me to join her 

in a strike against the American rice we were forced to eat . So , 

when a number of housewives asked me to look into the matter - I 

did so with very great personal interest . 1ell, from my inquiries, 

I understand that although the shortage was real and due largely 

to the negotiating of the E .G. ice Agreement , we shou1d soon have 

stocks again . ndeed , there already is a fair amount of bulk rice 

from E .G. in amaica and I was able to get some at nine pence a pound 

from a Kingston grocer . I also understand that there is a shipment 

of the pacKaged B .G. rice at t he wharf right now but there is · some 

sort of hold-up because the invoices are not correct . But I certainly 

expe c t you to have your packaged B.G. rice available by tbe end of 

t his month if not earlier. 

Finally , a word on price controls . I do not want to pressure 

the Ministry of Trade but a large number of listeners have asked me: 

what happened to the control of food prices I talked about months ago . 

All I can tell you is that Barbados has now imposed price controls m 

sardines, corned beef and chicken part--s. I understand our people are 

still investigating . I hope it won ' t go on for too long . Goodnight. 
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.1.,0 584 India- China Border Dispute: 
A Stucly in Political rorality 

NE'lilS COli:ViE.. TA Y 
For ~transmission on 
Saturday Nov 17 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The discussion on the border fighting _between 

I ndia and China has led to some of the oddest and most interesting 

political and moral attitudes I have come across in a very long time . 

Broadly speaking the American atti tude seems ~o be that the Chinese 
. 

attack on India proves the futility or the wrongness of a neutr alist 

position ~ I think this has been stated in its most extreme form 

by T me Magazine ; and I rather think that if Time magazine were no t 

so pass ionately anti - conununist it might have approved of the attack 

on India as a wel l deserved slap for neautralism and Krishna }enon; 

but its anti - communism v.ron out and so it implied that if I ndia had 

beeti a good fellow- traveller of the Wes t all this might not have h-~eru 

It seems to me that the Europeans were a lot more realistic 

about the business . They felt that China 1 s attack on India had 

nothing to do with 'iarxism- Leninism - and some of them have ci tea 

the fact that the Chinese rationalist Government on Formosa endorses 

the Chinese communist position on the bo rder question . The~ Europem s 

see this as Chinese expansionism pure and simp l e and they tend on tthe 

whole to discuss the question of India 1 s neutralism in terms of 

pr actical political calculations . One way in which this has been 

expressed was to use Switzerland as an example . Switzerland is a 

tradition neutral in Europe but Switzerland spetnds large sums of 

money to lreep a strong and up to date defence force . And so~ they 

conclud ~ that if you are a neutralist who wants to survive you sboull 

have a strong defence force . And so they do not criticise I ndia ' s 

stand, but rat1er , her preparedness . nd t his, of course, rnea a , 

criticism of the failure of Krishna Menon to strengthen _India ' s 
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defences . This , with variations , is the broad European attitude . 

I think I found the Afro - Asian attitude most interesting o 

Pakistan saw this as an opportunity to try and force a settlement 
over 

/ &R Kashmir,i on an embattled India - a . cynmcal exploitation of a 

political situation o At the U. N. a number of African states that 
ed. 

had tradition~lly voted for/China to be admitted to that organisation 

opposed t t this time becauae of China ' s attack on India . But there 
who 

...,, ere a few voices ( led by the Soviet bloc) XllE.N. declared that 

China ' s attack on India was all the more reason for admitting her 

to membership of the world organisation at this time . 'And this , oc1:Il.y 

enough seems to have found a great deal of f avour in certain 

quarters here in __ Jamaica . From the most surprising quarters in 

Jamaica has come the view that Red China must now be admitted t o 

the United Nations .. I have a deal of sympathy with the suggestion 

that if ed China were a member of the U. N. she mi ht not have 

attacked India . I am not sure that this view is core ect but it 

at least has the merit of being a possibi l ity a:fld of being not utterl 

immoral o xxxkEXKlll~gEaxx~ Certainly , I have favoured Red China 1 s 
admission 

admittance in the past . But to now press for the admitmmnnm:f of 

ed China , and to use her agression against India as an argummnt -

is to put a really high premium on lawlessness , agression and 

political blackmail . s far as I am concerned to follow this line t s 

to give up the world to the political bully boys . I also find it 

a fascinating study in the political morality that the late George 

Orwell so aptly described as : Double- think . Goodnight . 
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No 585 Communism Today : 
The Idea & the Reality 

NEWS co~ EN ARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Jov 19 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The Central Committee of the Soviet Commun:itt 

arty is now meeting and what it decides will shape the way in 

which the Russians deal with the rest of the world for at least the 

n ext twelve months . But I think one of the ~ain problems this 

meeting will deal with is the present conflict of ideas between 

~ussia and China on how communists should deal with the capitalist 

world . I am sure most of you are at least aware of this conflict 

between Russia and China , even though you may not know all the 

details . Broadly speaking, the Chinese communists feel that the 

Russians have gone soft on capitalism and that is why they put 

forward the idea of co - existence between communism and capitalist 

democracy . For this the Chinese denounce the Russians and say that 

they have become a ' lave ' among the nations of t h\Ji world , and since 

the ' haves' always tend to be conservative, the Russians have become 

conservativeo .And certainly , if you look at it from the Chinese 

communist point of view , this does make sense o he Russians do in 

fact fear war , and especially nuclear war , desperately . They have 

some idea of the devastation that a nuclear war can bring , and they 

know that unlike China , any war in which they are involved directly 

is almost bound to become a nuclear war . China can attack India 

uithout any fear of nuclear weapons being used because neither 

China nor India have nulcear weapons to use . This would be imposs:il::le 

in any real fighting between Russia and merica • .,.l\nd because these 

two giants have nulcear weapons, the danger of someone on either side 
·,"' 

accidentally pushing a nuclear button is very real and something tre .. 
Russians dare not risk - as they showed in the Cuban confrontation . 
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. 
:_d let us face it , the Russians have much more to lose than rt.he 

communists 
Chin es e~ communists . '.I'he Chi nese/have not even begun to really 

devel op their count ry sinc e they took over power : they have the 

beginnings of heavy industry and their agriculture is ·in a mes s . And 

they have l it t le more . The Russians on the other hand , have had 

forty - five years of real development . The price they have paid fo r 

this development has boen fantastically high i n human l ife pnd in 

human suffering . trillions upon millions of Russians died in the 

forced coll ec t i visation of the Kulaks and millions more in the bittBr 

purges o But the achi evements are real too . Russia today is a fi t ­

class modern industrial power whose scientific a chievements compel 
standard of living 

the admiration of even her enemies . Her/RE~ mJ, though s till low 

by western x:tx iH:R~ K measurements , is a world away from what it Wffi 

forty - five years ago, and her rate of development has been fantas ·c . 

And she has achieved an extradrdinary revolution in education . Fer 

the ussians , all these are very precious and important gains to 

which they want to cling and on which they want to improve . And s o 

it is a fact that the Russians have a great deal that they do not want 

to risk l osing by g:oing to war over Cuba or anybody else 9 I n spite 

of their communism , the Russians haee in fact -become one of the I es ' 

among the nations of t he world . nd when you have something , you n t 

to hold on to it and to protect it and possibly to add a little mre 

to it : and so you get Er . Khrushcbev I s theory of co - existence abdJ. 

which the Chinese are so bitter . So how do you square this in term 

of communist ideas? I will try to look at this tomorrow, so till then . 

goodnight . 
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·o 586 Communisii1 'I'oday : 
The God that Failed 

co J:1-J.!J.~ '.r 
For transmission on 
Tuesday ov 20 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Since what the communists do or do not do is 

going to have such an important bearing on your life and mine, as well 

as on what happens in the rest of the world , I think it is worthwhile 

for us to try and know what this thing is a ll about because I am 

convinced that you can only cope with something mf you understand it . 

So , what is t his communism w hich is causing so much trouble and 

confusion in this world of our . 

There ar e two meani ng to communism : firs t, there is the anc i ert 

human ideal which goes back as far as man ' s recorded history : the 

sort of idealistic desire in human beings f or a f ai r sharing of such 

goods and services as exist within the society . You find aspects 

of t his in tribal societies and this was t he ppactice of the early 

Christian church too . The big point about t he idea was t hat all 

property used for the production of good s and services was owned 

by the community or t 1e group rather than by individua ls, and that 

the gains and profits from all such a ctivity went to the community 

rather than to any individuals . In this broad sense the idea of 

equality t hrough communism is as old as man himself o But a lthough 
book 

the ancient Greek phi losopher lato in his/Republic , and Sir Thomas 

More in hi s book , Utopia both advocated forms of communism, they 

and the other reformers who followed them , did not use that partioil.ar 

word : communism . But the i dea and the ideal was t here : to own joirtly 

and share equally the good t hings of this life and t his world . And 

remember these ideas were expressed hundreds of years before l•1arx 

or Lenin were about . That was the broad concept of communism o 

The narrower concept of communism , as expressed by ussia~ a,nd 

China , still pays li service to the broader ideal of a greater 
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equality but adds certain other basic beliefs . And one of the most 

important basic beliefs of this version is what is known as the 

class struggle . This says that all of history is basically tne stay 

of a series struggles between the few who own all the means of 

production ; land , property , factories ana the like , and the many 

who live by work and who have only their labour to sell . This is 

the class struggle and the only way in \-.rhich those wno work can gEt 
is 

justice/by over throwing the existeing system . And in order to over-

throw the existing system every worker and every progressive 

m ellectual must follow the lead of the communist par ty because it, 

and it alone , can bring this wonderful utopia . I n 1917 , when the 

ussian communists won power by force it became thP duty of every 

communist or fellow- traveller everywhere to work for the interE- sts 

of l ussia , even against tnose of his or her own country . AIIId so 

you had the fantastic s pe ctacle over the last forty - five years of 

~Rim.~ E! communists all over the world betraying their own countries 

in the service of Russia . And because the reality of communism was 

so far from the ideal which gave it birth , a cruel and murdering 
who could not be criticised 

tyrant was made 1nto a god/and some of the rnost brilliant minds am 

some of the most sensitive artists in the world put their talents 

into the service of defending what had in fact become the most 

monstrous tyranny in the world .· And so it was that when Staling' died 
} ~ ... ~ v<" 

and Khrushchev reveaI his crimes , communism, as a conquering idea 
\ 

and ideal , also died . Now it can only grow and expand as a thing 

of force , as the new imperialism . ind this supplies the big clue iD 

the China-Russia conflict of ideas . But morB of this tomorro 

Till then , goodnight o 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 587 Communism Today : 
The rew I mperialism 

AEf C Mr\ ~T Y 
~ r transmi ssion on 
\/edneeday ov 21 at 6 . 15p om 
eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I think one of the most amazing manifestations 

of man ' s desi rB to do good by his fellow men was exemplified by tbat 

large army of artists , poets , intel lectuals , musicians , noveli sts 

and the l ike who , in the years between the two wars , turned to the 

Russian brand of communism as the hope of the world . I grew up dur:ing 

that period and I saw this wonderful wave of idealism that seemed 
and most gifted 

to take hold of all the finest and brightest /of the young people ct: 

the time . From Brit ain there was Ralph Fox and David Guest and 

Stephen Spender and a host of others; from Europe there was Arthur 

Koestler and Ignazio Si l one and dre Gide and an even vaster arcy 

of others; from tLe United States you had Howard Fas t and Loui s 

Fischer and an eqt11.ally vast army of others . And even the Uest Indies 
Trini dadians , 

contributed to this wave in the persons of two brill i ant .l'.x1Koi:ati» 

C.L.R. James and Geroge Padmore . These ideali sts were will ing to 

lay do 1,m their lives for the new Soviet state and what they thouglt 

it represented : and many of them did just that in the Spanish civil 

war . 
' And then came the disenchantment : the massive witch- hunts and 

purges and the massive slaughter - and the massive brainwashing a t 

which a bitter Arthur Koestler wrote so brilliantly later . But I 

thi nk these peop l e expected too much of ussia and her leaders -

a very disappointed Dr . astro today also seems to have made the 

same mistake of expecting the ussians to be so high principl ed as 

to risk their al l for a relatively small island in the Caribbean . 

These peopl e looked to the new Russia as a force that was morally 
tl 

superior to the capitalist ·world , as force invested with an idea lism 
A 
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that bordered on religious faith . Today you will be very hard put 

indeed to find any intellectual of the stature of those I have named 

who believes this any more . To the idealistic intellectual of tody 

Russian communism represents brainwashing, the brutal suppression of 
Certainly, the only wey­

the hngarian uprising and the .Berlin Wall . KHMXRXRNxt k~xHxN~xkRxx 

arix~~lltE in which communism can take ho ld in \lestern Europe is by 

force of arms from outside . The European worker knows that he is 

better off than his Russian counterpart . 

Where the Russians still saw a chance of winning friends and 

influencing people was in places like Africa, Asia and Latin America -

the have- nots of the world o But they had grovm so used to ~ erirg 

their satellites around that they tried it out on Guinea ' s Sekou 

Toure and he immediately threw them out of his country : this , plus 

Nasser ' s reaction has destroyed their influence in Africa for the 

present . And it is my view t hat when the smoke clears from t he 

present Cuban affair it will be seen that the Russians have suffem 

an equally severe setback in Latin America . And so , in its forty ..:fl.fth 

year we can say that oviet communism has survived and indeed 

strengthened itself as a state thing; but it has suffered a severe 
the bame of and idealistic 

setback as/a world conquering/ideology . And now ed China has opail.y 
Russia'~soft ' China 

challenged/k:ex/leadership . 11m wants an open military show- dovm wiiL1. 
between these two partners 

capitalism. What happens/now is anybody ' s guess . The interesting 

thing is that the communist theory of the contradictions within 
itself 

capitalism seems more applicable to communism/at the moment o But iren 

so much of the so - called ' scientific~ aspect of r1arxism has been 

proved to be awfully half- baked - or else to be pure ritualistic j.-Ou 
struggle for 

and hogwash . ~vnat is real is the nal1 edx~~N:U111Cxxiixm: !;XE world power :1n 

which I personally do not see any conflict between Russia and China. 

Goodnight . 
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r10 588 1) Easing of ~for ld Tension 
.2-) i@j s j SJ &taT:.f: , l J b 

i: .l!; vS CO!liD.'ItiJTA Y 
For transmission on 
Thursday Nov 22 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter braharns speaking 

J ·qcJ L±e • 

Good evening : Before going on to the rather sordid Jamaica 

vioolens business let us note )!.:el<Y lB !t i :fly tbat the temperature of 

the Cold War has cooled down very greatly during this week o Tbe 

Russians bave promised to remove their bombers from Cuba within the 

next thirty days and the Americans have lifted the partial blocade 

of Cuba . nd in his major policy speecr to the Central Committee 

of the Soviet Communist .!:arty earlier this week , :r,.,T..r . Khrushchev 

urged his fellow comrades to learn from capitalism . Then we hod the 

even more startling news of the Chinese cease fire . The Chinese orces 

had ripped the Indian defences Hide open and we~ n a position to 

stream down <i>nto the p l aih.Bs of other India when Peking suddenly 

ordered the ceasefire . 

D do not think anycody except the top leadership of the Chinese 

communist party knows for certain what is behind tbis move . But, af' 

course , there has been a world of speculation . Some people feel 

that Moscow ' s moderating influence is responsible for the cease- fire . 

I do not think so . r.'J.oscow can no more order hina aroun than China 
And 

can order t:oscow around . /Only those people who sti l l see China as 

a sort of super satellite of Russia wi ll believe the next explanation 

put forward , ' which is that the whole thing - the Cuba business arrl 

the Indian border business - was organised by Russia in one massive 

NMXllClREX~ x~ attempt to first utterly confused the wester n and 

neumra list camps and then to break their spirit. I frankly do not 

believe this . In order to believe this one must believe that both 

the ussian and Chinese communists are so monstrous l y cynical as m 

be very much less than human . 
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./fy own view is that the most reasonable explanation for the 

Chinese ceasefire is the one based on calculated Chinese sel f - in est 

This is the view held by some of the most respectable British pol iti cal 

observer s and it goes somet hing like this : 

The Chinese know that ussia disapproves of their attack on the 

Indians . The Chinese also know that Bri t ain and the United States 

will not confine themselves simply to shipping arms to India , if it 

looked as though the Chinese were really seriously invading India . 

Therefore , a serious invasion of India is most likely to end up w· 

hina having to fight against India , Britain , the Unite States, 

Canada , ustralia and tJew Zealand o Furthermore, e:i ven the present 
-

set- up, it looks very much as though China woulc. have to do this 

single- handed . Russia , which is currenly having a bitter , conflict 

of ideas with China , is less likely to want to stick out her neck 

for China than she was for Cuba . And so a eerious Chinese invasion 

of India becomes a tricky thing from China 1 s own point of view. If 

China thought that such an invasion would lead to a final show- down 
with fighting together 
EEtWRE» capitalism - with al l the communist countries/on ono side, 

I think she would have launched the invasion , no matter what t he a:Et . 

But·to take on the capitalist world alone would be committinp: suicide, 

and this the Chinese are not prepared to do, hence the ceasefire . They 
both 

have shown/their strength anc1 the velvet g lo e . :Sut , as I said whm 

the fightin3 first started , the real issue is one of naked Chinese 
seem Just to have begun to learn the art at which~r . 

power : and they w:id: xR~t1rnrlxQ.tXX xflllXNilt lixon~xm1i,d: -,:.x xxk:ks::s:xx:ktNx · ± . 
rushchev is such a master - the art of bluff and of confusing yanr 

:tk:k:s:xcm:RxZtimx:kN i:nli:ii::xiraxfaxxas:xtkexikio1IRS:RX:€:lm:m:rom: :bt:t:sxax2x lm:NE:11nrn:~lli 

xxx±MxKm: ~ai:iRlli enemy - which makes everythinf:1'. so much more trj_cky . 

ilhat happens next der·ends very much on r:r . Nehnu, and he is unaer 

great pressure from his own people right now . Goodnight o 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



r,o 589 amaica Woolens - ''!hat is the Lesson? 

l~EWS . COM ..ENTA Y 
For transmission on 
Friday iov 23 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter brahams speaking 

Good evening : Let us hope that all the sordid details of llllte 

Jamaica Woo lens affair have now been brought into the open . CertoJril.y, 

it seems so , as far as the hard facts of the_ case are concerne • 

,rvhat does not seem to have been brought into the open conclusively 

are the reasons for some of just about the oddest business behaviar 

I have come across ... You may remember that I was the firot person 

to bring some of the det ails of the Jamaica Hoolens operation to 

public attention and to give you details of the fantastic salaries 

that were being paid , not only to the Managing Director of the 

Company, but to the supervisory staff as well . What I did wonder 

about at the time , and I told yov so , was whether we would have 1D 

pay the Ma ging Director over thirteen t housand pounds a year until 

his contract expired or whether there was a notice of termination 

clause in the contract . I raised this particular question as far 

baclr as October 13th . Well , we now have the answer . It seems this 

gentleman was given a letter of indemnity and something like fifty-­

t housand pounds of taxpayers ' money will have to be found to pay bin 

off . 

Butt roughout this whole affair , and every time I dug up any 

new information about it , one key question kept crowding my mind . 

It was why ? Why did this whole business talre place? Why did ~JlD~ a 

arN b1mch of hard- headed businessmen al l ow this thing to happen . N v 

' 
it would seem that not every member of the Board of the I . D. C new 

about what was going on : it would seem that large sums of money we:e 

committed and spent without the knowledge of the Board of the I . 

and without the knowledge qf the Ministry concerned . All this I d:k:I 
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not know when I made my first broadcasts . But this knowledge has 

just strengthened the views I expressed at the time that there shail.d 

be a public accounting and that if anyE person or persons are fourrl 

to be criminally responsible, they should be punished . public 

accounting which simply tells us how much we have lost and how it 

came about and then scores a few political point s and then says it 

is all very unfortunate - such an accounting is just not good enotg1 . 

I think every taxpayeri is entitled to demand more than just that . 

And this is no witch- hunting idea o This is a profound issue of publi c 

confidence . Something important and costly went wrong and we are 

entitled , not just to know the facts , but to know why it went wrorg 

and who is to blame . 

In part at least it seems to me that any law which allows this 

sort of thing to happen cannot be a very good law . If all that ha11Bned 

at Jamaica Woolens happened legal ly then I t )ink the laws governirg 

our statutory bodies need overhauling : if it happened i l legally , then 

somebody should be punished . This we cannot escape : either the law 

is a thoroughly bad one or else the law has been broken . 

The ~inister has now sent directives to the new Board of the 

I . D. C. setting out new conditions under which it can advance mone~ 
money 

Any/advances will in future have to be approved by the entire Boam , 

and borrowing can only be done with the approval of the Minister . 

This is an improvement on the present situation . But I am not sure 

it is enough . If the law under which the I . D. C. operates is bad , thm 

the i-, ersonal supervision of any Minister will not make it any bet te r . 

The ultimate protector of the public interest i s and must be the law . 

That is the meaning of the rule of law - and all of us , Ministers 

included should be subject to it . So , let us aa.uust the law . That :is 

the lesson of Jamaica Woolens. Goodnight . 
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TE1 S COlvlh&\T . Y 

1) The Politician and the Government 
2) Christmas Work 

For transmission on 
Saturday Nov 24 at 6 . 15p . m. 

et er Abrahams speaking 

Good eveni ng : On Tuesday Novemeber 13th I read you a lett er I 

received from a Rastafarian who lives in Back- 0- Wal l . In his lettEr' 

my Rasta friend tended to be a bit sneering of the government ' s 

attempt to reduce the cost of living . You wi l l remember I was rairer 

cri tical of his letter because it seemed to me another example of 

the rather common destructive attitude that so many Jamaicans have 

towards the government of the day - be it P . l'-: .• or J . L .P . These 

people often spcalc as though they seen nothing good i n any governrmt , 

and the only time they approve of anything any government does is 

when it does something that suits them . You will remember that I 

described this as a situation in which each component part of the 

society saw itself and its interests as being more important than 
. 
the interests of the society as a who l e . 

v\lell , these comments of mj'.ne have provoked an interest · ng 

variety of reactions and a number of listeners have to l d me flatly 

that I am more than a little unreasonable to expect them to have 

much faith in either their governments i f xH±±MR x~~n~±it or in 

their parties . One letter from af very distinguished Jamaican for 

v.rhom I have a very high regard sums it up in these wor•ds : "You ch ed 

the public for their tendency to disbeihl mv anything that the po li tici: 

say . Isn ' t the reason obvious? Such a situation could not have co~ 

about had our politicians been truthful and honest in trie overwhelming: 

great majority of their statements . For years they have taken prl~ 

in being too clever and now they reap their reward ." 

I tLink this is a very telling comment , and what is more, I 

think it is true on tl:e wLole . :Sut having said that, what do we do. 
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Do we say : the politicians are dishonest , the politicians have not 

kept their promises , so we are going to wash our hands of the who l e 

business? Is that wqat we say , and if we say that , what does it 

mean? d wher e does it get us? 

I think that no mat t er how r ight we may be , this atti tude ends 

up wi th each of us blaming s omebody else for the i lls of the s oci~. 

He blame the politi c ians or the bus i ness peopl e or the workers -

in f act e ve r ybody e lse i s a t fault except ourselve s . And of course 

we a r e a l way s expecting somebody else to solve t he problems of t h e 

s ociety . And t h is, I feel, i s still t he maj or problem . Why blame 

the politic i ans for this? hey · ar e only a minor1ty and they do net 

have ~ lusive rie;ht :s: t o make Ja1.aica the kind of place they want : 

you have the same right , and once you recognise it , you have more 

power . You put the politician wher e he is ; you created the gover nment 

of the country , you cannot now abuse him without abusing yourself . 

The ultimate responsibility is yours . 

Finally , a word on Christmas work . Because of much public 

concer n I have been checking on this and I understan that telegran s 

have gone out to al l local authorities telling them to go ahead wiih 

work because all the allocations have been made . The money haB ben 

settled , the programmes drawn up and the work should in fact be in 

progress now . Certainly by Monday morning Christmas work should be 

underway everywhere in Jamaitrn . If it is not, please make a big naise . 

•Ir . Sane:ster tells e there is something like four hu~dred t housand. 

pounds all told that could be spent on work between no1·1 and Christmas . 

I hope you get your share of it o Goodnig'1t . 
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Indel--'endence Loan Issue & l~ational .... avings Bonds 

fEW~ COMI ELJ T ARY 
For transmission on 
Monday .rJov 26 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The Ja~aica Government ' s ' Independence Loan ' 
at midday 

stock issue comes into effect tomorrow x g . This means that 
noon 

as from ti kxl.':[~ ND x:txmx tomorrow or m + anyone of us and any 

institu ion can _apply for whatever amount o stock we or tre 

institution may want to buy. 1 e can get details and mpplication 

forms from the commercial bank~, from stock brokers, from the 

Government Savings Bank at Tower Street, from the office of the 

Accountant General and from the Bank of Ja~eica . The loan is for 

a twenty- year 4-:eriod a d carries an interest rate of six- and- a - half 
tJ-fr'l.,, r-~ ~ 

percent a year . The smallest unit of stock you can buy is for five 
J\ 

pounds . An interesting feature o tis stock issue is that tis 

open for three montbs - from tomorrow unti l the 28th of Februar y , 

1963 . Usually this sort of stock issue is either for a day or for 

a week . Keeping the issue open for three months will give everybey 

the maximum opportunity to subscrip e . 

'!ndependence Loan ' issue . 

Those are the facts of the 

When he held his press conference to explain this loe:.n last vmk 

the l'::inister of Finance, Mr . Sangster, said that the government had 

to raise money for developmental purposes: in order to raise such 

money the government had to pay interest on what t borrowed . He , 
. . 9 ~ .:._ 

M. San8ster, would prefer to pay this interest t~ JamaicaM insten 

of having to send this money abroad . I think this is a most important 

point . If the government can raise as much as possible of the mor:ey 

it needs for development right here in Jamaica, it wi 1 need to 

borrow that much less from abroad , an tha,t in turn will mean that 

so much less of the country ' s wealth will go out of the country to 
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pay debts abroad . But there is more to it than that . When the 

government pays interest to people in Jamaica there will be that 

much more wealth in circulation inside Jamaica . So this would be an 

all- round gain . The government would get a decent portion of its 

dev e lchpment money from inside the country . The people of Jamaica 

who want to · save would do so at safe an attractive terms - an tte 

whole country would benefit . In other words, this looks like 

combining patriotism with g good piece of practical business . But 

let us face it , this loan issue is attractive mainly to people who 

want to save for their old- age or to insurance companies nd the 

like - in other words, to long- term savers . And this automatical:W, 
. 

cuts off a vast section of the Jamaica com unity . There are'very 

few of us , no matter how patr otic, who can afford to put money by 

for twenty years . I think that those who can put money by on tbs 

loan issue are on to a good thing both for tbemselves and for the 

country . But I hope the other ninety percent of the Jamaican com. ty 

w 11 also be given a chance to contribute to the country ' s development 

by making the buying of National Savings Bonds a lot more easy and 

attractive than it now is . The virtue of National Sav ngs Bonds :iE 

that each costs only a pound , can be cashed at any time and offers 

the owner a chance of winning a big money prize . The great drawback 

is that they are very difficult to b1y . I think they should be made 

as easy to buy as postage stamps . I think it is important to do t' · 

and give the mass of Jamaicans a chance to invest in Jamaica ' s fu:ure . 

To be really successful the raising of local money must be truly 

national , calling on every section of the Jamaican community 0 So@ 

out tmorrow and bliy your stocks and bonds and help Jamaica . 

Goodnight . 
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No 592 Trin dad ' s Eric '.ii l l i ams 

NEWS COMMENT.! RY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday lov 27 at 6 . 15p om 

et er Abrahams speaking 

Go od evening : TlUnidad ' s Prime Minister , Dr . Eric W!h l l iams , 

has just comple t ed a three- month European tour , but this was a totr 

with a difference . Dr . "\"lilliams has done some highly successful 

business during that three - month tour . So I think it might be ve 

useful for us to take a look at Dr . Williams ' European tour . I 

think two recent items of news about Trinidad make the taking of 

s·uch a look .all the more interesting . First , there was the news t:rat 

the United States government had agreed to give Trinidad economic 

aid to the tune of over ten mi l lion pounds . And then , on Sunday , 

there was the news from London that Dr . 1Ul liams had rejec ted a 

British l oan because he found the terms of the loan unacceptable . 

Just what the se terms were we do not yet know . All we have is Dr . 

Williams ' statement that he wanted the loan to put the people of 

Trinidad and Tobago into jobs , not to provide jobs for British wo:rler . 

From this a reasonable inference is that the terms NR~Rx x u under 

which Britain was prepared to lend Trinidad money were , in the view 

of Dr . Williams , more likely to benefit British workers than Trinidad ' 1 

workers . Certainly , if this is the case then one must sympatbise 

with Dr . 'Tilliams . To say any more than this would be to pre judge 

the matter without having all the facts o What is very interesting, 

and very revealing , is that Dr . Williams should reject such a l oan 

out of hand . I think it shows a high degree of self assurance and 

confidence in Trinidad ' s ability to raise the money she needs elsewher 1 

And I personally think that -Jamaica ' s leaders could benefit great]y 

by a close study of the factors that make for Dr . Williams ' s self 

assurance and confidence . r" think we need to be humble enough to lrn 
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such a study because Jamaica needs it . Telling our leaders how 

wonderful they are , what pol tical w sdom they show in this or that 

inter- party move is not going to help the country . It is a clever 

and useful political thing for the present government to blame aJl 

our troubles on the past government; indeed , a certain amount of fils 

sort of thing is inevitable o But this does nothing to improve the 

situation of the country . And there is the very real danger - an I 

think we are having a taste of it right now - there is the real 

danger that in this business of political point - scoring our leaders 

might in fact do the country real harm . One simple example is thIB: 

if you really sell the idea that Jamaica is bankrupt, that the 

barrel has in fact been scraped empty , you may , in the process also 

succeed in scaring money away . And this 111ay be a very successf 1 

political move but it can also be a terribly damaging blow to the 

country,because nobody wants to invest in a banl{rupt concern . And;h 

that , I suggest, is one of t_ e reasons why __ money is so tight in 

Jamaica today . 
Dr . 

But back to what we can learn from/Eric Williams . I think his 

assurance is based on his very successful talks with the leaders of 

the European Common Market . I for one , expect very big things for 

Trinidad from those talks . And the reason for this is that of all 

t he West Indian eaders Dr . Williams seems to have been the only one 

who fully appreciated the significance of the E. C.M. and made his . 

plans accordine1f e did not play it by the ear or play to the gall ery 

He studied hard and planned har for the goo of his country : his 

country and his people will reap the rewards . This business of takhg 

pains and mastering your subject ~ '"' 252 s ~:_E1i -'-a:g g_-"' f 3 n.n _ssa~h: is 

something all West Indian leaders can learn from Eric Williams . Gcnmi 
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NEWS COMMENT Y 

1) Grena a in a Mess 
~ a•-=~s;;:::;::•c.•:f:.f_izs~iiliiii· -===-

For transmisston on 
Wednesday Nov 28 at 6 .15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Last night I told you I think our po l itical 1 ers 

could benefit gr eatl r and be o gr ea~er service to t he count r y if 

they follo1~ Dr . Eric Williams ' example of first mastering a problem 

before either expounding or a c ting on it . And if any of t hem are 

angry t nat 1 snoula. ho .la up Dr . · ill ms as an example , I would 

invite them to f a ce xut the fact t hat Dr . W lliams has ' delivered'. 

s my friend Len Nembhard of the Jama ica Times put it, Dr . WiliAms 

is no U.S . lackey but he bas just received over ten million pounds 

of aid from t he Unit ed Sta t es . And because he took the trouble to 

make a careful study of the European Common Market he could choos e 

the best course for Trinidad and declare t hat she would apply fo r 

As sociate Membershi p , even if Br t a in did not enter . From all this, 

I expect Trinidad to get at l eas t as much money from Europe as she 

got fro m the United States . And the basic reason for t his i s t hat 

Dr . Williams has made it his business to learn and to s tudy ha r d 

and to get at the facts and to t hink them out carefully and t hen to 

a ct . This is a very much more emanding and a very much more difflcult 

way than the normal way where t he politi r i an talks first and t h in1.s 

aft er war ds and hopes for the best . But if societies like ours r e 

to ge t anywher e then , sooner or later, we must let har d 

hard tal~e the p l ace o big talking and big 

of just where big talk an ead 

a people is the unhappy Grenada situation . Before bis defecit at tre 

polls I:r . Ga ry conducted Grenada politics on the basis of big ta:& 

and bmg bluff and for a time he did it so sucessfull y that he so ld 

his own peopl e a false idea of their value and their importance± 
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/ in the scheme of things. And so , thanks largely to Gairy, the people 

of Grenada saw themselves as being much more important th n they 

really are . And when the federation broke up and the idea of the 

' Little Eight ' was born , r . Gairy coul not resist playing his old 

game of big talk and big bluff . This time he was playing off Tr miad 

a~ainst Barbados and the other islands of the ~I/inwards and Leewards . 

He just wanted to have thins s his ovm way . He knew the British were 

anxious to see a federation of the eight and so he thought he could '?• 
I 

pressure on them by playing hard to get . But things 3ot out of h nd, 

t e people of Grenada looked at the relative poverty of the ' L_ttle 

Eight ' and the relative wealth of Trinidad an decided tha t 'they 

woul like a share of Trinidad ' s Fealth . .And so they elected HerbEtt 

Blat,ze to lead them into a unitary state with Trinida : Trinidad 
for 

represented t he gravy train, where they coul get the most/xxx:m the 

least effort . The corrupting influence of the Gairy leadership was 

there . But Trinidad is not so certai n sl1e wants any truck with 

Grenada now and it loo s very much as though Grenada ' s big bluff 

and big talk politics have led her out into the cold . I f Trinidad 

rejects her, as seems very likely now , she wi ll have to eat humble 

pie and go begging to t he other seven islands . In short , Grenada :1s 

in a mess today because she 1-rns always looking for a c hea:p and eaey vray 

And this brings us right back to the central point . There i s no chap 

an easy way ahead for any of the isaands of the Caribbean; there is 

no cheap and easy way ahead for Jamaica either . The way ahead d.ema: s 

hard thinking , hard planning an then hard wo r k from all of us . Tre 

real problem f x ~ xxzxxi s that at this moment we do not seem to have 

begun the hard thinking : some of us know what we want; none of us 

seem to 1-cnow how we set about getting it . Th s can be dangerous - jf 

it lasts too long . Goodnit3b t . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 594 Blackburne 1 s Departure : 
Opening of Kew Phase 

EWS COM 1ENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Nov 20 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The Governor- General , Sir Kenneth Elackburne, 

an his family will leave Jamaica tomorrow afternoon . An · so wi 1 

end , as far as Jamaica is concerned, the last tour of duty of an 

Englishman sent out by the Colonial Office as the Queen ' s Representati· 

in Jamaica . After Sir Kenneth , ana no matter how many Governors ­

General Jar.'.laica may have , all of them will be chosen right here in 

Jamaica and their approval by the Queen , or whoever happens to be 

the monarch at the time , will be a formality . So , both in act al 

fact as well as symbolically , tomorrow ' s departure of the last of 

the British pro- consuls is a very important turning point . I tbink 

all the many people and organisations who h ve gone to King ' s House 

to say farewell in these last few days , and all the people and 

organisations who have carried parting gifts as gestures of affection 

and apureciation and xx x rd :i remembrance have sLown awareness that - . 
this is an important turning point . 

Please don ' t get me wrong . I do not think people are sayingio 

themselves: ' This is a turni·g point, t1 is is significant, so let us 

make p-estures to show that we are aware of it '. Generally s peak:in g 

people do not operate like that . I think the demonstrations of 

affection are warmly personal and have nothing to do 1• ith the ial y 

of history . eople are doing and saying what they are because this 

is the way t h ey feel about the Governor - General and bis family • .And 

the almost subconscious knowledge tat this is also at rning point 

only adds depth to what is already there . So I would say that bas lly 

what we have witnessed over these past few days were demonstratiore 

of personal affect on for a good man who has given much to Ja aica, 
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who has built war m and enduring friendships here , and who has 

occupied his high office with a modesty and a hurnl lity that s 8n 

object lesson to all of us . 

But no matter how personally we may feel abou t Sir KennethxR:il 

Blackburne , the one thing we cannot really do i s to separate the 

man from his office . Without the office he may never hav e come here . 

And coming here , to t he office , he was as much symbol as man . And 

the measu re of his success as both symbo l and man i s the intensely 

personal war mth he has evok:e in almos t every section of t:be Jama n 

communi ty . 

And so , when Sir Kennet h leaves tomorrow and Sr Clifford 

Campbell moves into Kings House , one door wi ll shut symbolically 

an another door will open • .And to us will come a new respnasibil:izy' . 

Sir Kenneth was tr ined to discharge his duties i n a certa in way . 

Even after independence when he became Jamaica ' s first Governor­

General and so ceased t echnically to be a servant of the Colonial 

Office, a lifetimes training , a life time ' s concept of service and of 

the traditions in which he grew up t rave l ed with him an hel ped ~ 

shape his atti tudes and act ons . This is what we might call his 

' cultural baggage '. This made Bir Kenneth the man he is; this he l pe 

him to perfor m as he did o For this maki ng off rst a good Governcr 

and then a good Gover no r - General Britain , her people and her instituti 

can claim credit . 1:ow it is up to us to assume the same sort of 

responsib . lity for and towar s Sr Cl fford Campbel l . So , a f reweil.. 

to Sir Kenneth Bl ackburne an B welcome to Sir lifford Campbell . 

Goodnig~t . 
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Argument about r~acr- nes for Loe ing 
o Bc.~nanas 

I\ :ws corr 'F'lJTl-tRY 
JOr transmission on 
Friday 1ov 30 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams sreaking 

Good evening: Let me confess openly that I am neither banpy 

nor impressed ht the current argument between the Prime rin ster 

and Senator Michael lianley over whether Machines are go ing to be 

used or have been used for loading bananas and whether it is the 

P , r .P . or the J . L .P . who brought in tlose machines , kept them in 

their crates or gave an order that they should be uncrated an0 

use o I am not happy about this argument beca. se t seems to me 

that no m tter who t scores the ITost ~olitical points, this so ~ 

of argument does nothing to serve Jamaica ' s basic long term needs . 

I may be wrong but 1 t seems to me that this is just another exampJB 

of ·pl ying l,oli tics with t e needs of the country o 

But let ue try to take a dispassionate look at the whole problem . 
1':ichael 

I think both Sir Alexana er Bustamante and .:r . /Ki~k1d: i•~anley have 

es ta lish ed, beyong any re sonable doubt , t he ir sincere interest m 

the welfare of the -Horkers , so , for me at least , theFB is no question 

of doubting their motives . But that noes not mean that we must 

accept w;at these gentlemen say without any \examination . :No •r , what 

both these gentlemen appear to be agreed on i 0 trat the use of oo 

riachines in the loa ing of b11nanas 1·1ill put peop l e out of work . Mr . 

Lichael Uanley says that it is for tbis reason that the P . I~ . P . 

shelved the whole q_uestion of mechanical loadin£ when it was in 

power and he accuses the J .L .P . of going bac_ on its election plecg, 

of not accepting mechanical loading . The Prime Minister , on the otter 

hand , says that it was not the J . L . P . which was responsible for 

the pr esence of these ma.c1ines in tbe country . By implication , at 

least, bot~ seem agreed that there is somehow something wrong in the 
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presence and in the use of machines in J amaica ' s banana in ustry . 

I think the very great weakness of this attitude is that it makes 

one of the most monumentally false assumptions I have come across . 

It assumes that the interests of the banana industry - and in eed 

of the rest of the country - are different from the interests of tre 

workers . This is not somethine- confined to t he banana industry , but 

let us look at it in terms of the banana industry this evening . And 

let us begin by looking at a few hard f cts that you will find in 

t he latest issue of t he government publication: Jamaica Now . In 

Jamaica we produce an average of 2 . 71 tons of bananas on an acre 

of lan; in Colombia they produce five tons of bananas on that saie 

acre of land; n Costa Rica they produce 6 .7 tons on th t same a 

and in Brazil they produce 11 .76 tons of bananas from one ere of 

land . Now it stan s to reason that Brazil which produc es about nine 
,t-~ k ~ 
·:-n1es as mtl&.kl. banan s as we do from one acre, can afford , purely on 

the basis of production to 1nder- sell us in the open mar et o When:pu 

add to that the fact that Brazil not only pro uces more , but it also 
and 

cuts shipping/handling costs by using machines and loading more 

quickly , with the result that ships turn about more quickly - if JW. 

add all t hat together then we just will not stand a chance against 
. 

Brazil or any of the other banan~producers , in open competition . BB i de 

this challenge reality the shape of the present argument is a lit tle 

silly . I think the real argument should be on wa.ys and means of 
into use 

bringing i machines/as painlessly as possible . It is either that ~ 

the ~ltimate death of the ind stry . It is not the machines we shotfrl. 

fight, but our own ignorance . Goodnight . 
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No 596 

NEWS COtmlENTARY 

O. J .G. S . 
I n t ... ,I"Hal Airl i ms 
Operation Oversel l 

For transmission on 
Saturday Dec 1 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahamspeaking 

Go od evening: When it was first announced that one of the 

changes brought by independence would be that o ficial letters would 
~ .a-& . 

no longer carry ~ &**i9'!1 : ' On~ Her Majesty ' s Service ' but would 
carry the ~ 1ori-: 

instead/WE en Jamaica Government Servmc e , I did not think very much 

of it . Certainly , I di not think it sufficiently signi· icant to merit 

any kind of comment . We must expect a certaim amount of change just 

for the sake of change . After all , we had already survived Mr . 

Wi llie Richardson ' s ' The West Indies ' with a captta l T; and I '>ms 

reasonably sure that we would survive this latest O.J .G. S . stunt . 

So , I thought , let the boys have their fling . 

But I am afaaiq. I am not as long- suffering as I thought I was. 

Ever y day there arrives on my desk at the West Indian Economist a pile 

of envelopes from the Government ' s Public elations Department . Th.B 

is a very useful service which those of us who are engaged in prem 

and radio value . For years these envelopes carried the On Her l'ajEty ' 1 

Service lettering . But for many weeks, possibly running into mantra, 

this h s been changed . Someone had sat down at some desk and with 

a ruler , pen- and- ink and very great care , had aravn three neat strai gh· 

lines throu@h : On Her !-'1'ajesty ' s Service . Then , this hard working 

person had , in a very laboured hand , written above this : Oo J . G. 

At first I trie not to let this bother me , but after a time it 

got the better of me . After all , just think of the miles and miles 

of lines that must have been drawn by this person; and just think 

of how often this poor person must have written O.J .G. S ~ I think r 

unions have no business to allow this sort of mechanical slavery ! 

And then I began to wonder about the poor person vho had to do 
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all t his drawing of lines and wri ting of O.J .G. S . Was not this par 

person being encouraged to be d i sloyal? After 11 , a lthough it is 

in ependent , the Dominion of Jamaica i s s till a monechica l s t a te . 

When :rincess ~argaret opened the first parl iament of independent 

Jamaica and when she r ead the message from the Queen : the Queen 

spoke about my peopl e of Jama ca an , I beli ev e , my parliament -

per haps she sed the r oyal we but tha t did not change the basic 

11eaninff . Our Governor- General , Sir Clifford Campbell 

a i:ii could not have received his great onour from the 1~ueen ' s h 

if J maic a wer e not one of her Majesty :s realms . So, 1•1hatever bus:it"Bss 

we do here in Jemaica , is sti ll Her I'ajesty ' s business - so I frakly 

see no reason for the very clumsy O. J.G . S . And you know, a ll the 

other Commonwealth countries which are not epublics se On Her 

~~jesty ' s Service . But when all that i s said nd done we are still. 
.... 

left with the millions of envelopes that have to be used and wh ich 

that poor person mus t dr aw lines on and then painfully write over. I 

really don ' t think it s worth it . So p l eas e, coul we at l east xm 

carry on with O.H.M. S . until the envelopes are used up? Per haps by 

then we wi ll have regained our sense of proportion . 

And talking about sense of proportion : this is the first day 

of t he month of December , the month of Christmas , the month of 

operation oversell . For s o many people the weeks and days leading 

up to Chr stmas are no more than times for a sell in spree , in wh · 

an every t h ing, often including the most sacred religious symbols , 

are shamelessly . exploited in t he in erests of s .le s. ,e t ts try and 

conta in t11is rather ug..Ly t hing this year. By all means do :your 

selling but please try not to overdo it. Christmas is not, ana 

should not be t urned into a pagan feast of wi ld merchandising: it is 

and should be the most spiritual and the mos t Christian t me of tre 

year . goodnight. 
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No 597 Christmas 1//ork fo.Llow- up 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For t ~ansmission on 
r,~onaay Dec 3 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : It was just over a week ago that I told you 

that the Christmas work programmes a ll over Jamaica should be in 

ful swing . To be even more specific , it was on Saturday November 

the 24th that I gave you tbis information . You know as well as I do 

that for very many people in Jamaica Christmas would be a cheerlero 

amd miserable business if we did not have the Christmas work 

programmes at this time of year o Whether any of us think this is a 

goo d way of doing it or not is beside the point right now . What is 

important is that Christmas is approaching and large numbers of 

Jamaicans have come to expect this form of Christmas work: this has 

been going on for years and people have been led to expect it . This 

Christmas work is the one way in which a cheerful and happy Christias 

is made possible for a majority of Jamaican families . 

It was for this reason that I went to the trouble of finding 

out just what the position was about ten days ago . I told you 

then that I understood that telegrams giving local authorities the 

' go - ahead ' had gone out a week or so :ag: earlier . I told you that the 

programmes had been settled and the allocations made . I also told 

you that I had spoken to '11r . Donald Sangster and he had told me that 

his 1inistry had given the go - ahead for the money to be spent and 

that there was something like four hundred thousand pounds all told 

that could be spent on work bewteen now and Christmas . 

Hell , since I told you all that I have had letters from listeners 

all over the country and I have also had a number of telephone caTo 

from people in the Corporate Area . Let me read a bit from one 

letter which comes from a Mr . Jopnson of Albany in St . J::ary . It ts 
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dated November the 29th and it says : "I heard you speak about 

Christmas work to be given to the people everywhere . But we the 

people of bot tom lbany in St o Mary have contacted the arish 

Council and also the Public Works Department and we were told that 

there is none , s o I have written ~o you as a co entator to make 

a comment on this matter becau se we are in dire need in this Rx:ici: 

part of the Parish . " 

That is the heart of Mr . Johnson ' s lett er and I think it speas 

for i tself o For the information of Mr . Johnson and the other 

citizens of St , ary , the government announced on November the 161h 

t hat it has a llocated the sum of ten thousand pounds to St . 1ary 

f or Chris tmas work . So , the people of bottom Albany shoul d at leas t 

get a share of this o :Mr . Johnson also asked me which of the government 

Ministers he should contact about t his . T!"r . Leopold Lynch the 
t-1..... ~Ct~J,..... 

Minister of ocal Government is in charge of this Christmas work 
•l 

business and I suggest that er . Johnson contacts him . And you know, 

when I travelled through parts of St . Catherine , Clarendon and St • 
• 

Elizabeth over the weekend I heard a number of comments and complaints 

which led me to believe that people in authority on the spot were 

tending to stall on this Christmas work business . If this is sot 

as far as I am concerned , this is just about the meanest and nastiest 

way of p laying po litics o If the money is there , and you have the 

go - ahead and if then, for whatever r eason , you do not get on wi th 

the j ob then as far as I am concerned you are playing at politics 

with the hopes and needs of people ; and nobody has any right to do 

that : the country and its people are more important than any party. 

So , stop this stalling on Christmas work o Goodnight o 
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No 5~ Perspective on the Rule of Law 

} IDtl CO il i. ·TA.RY 
For transmission on 

A-l_~ ..., ay Dec ~ at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams~ speaking 

Good evening : For me , one of the most rewarding experiences 

is a trip into the country , and the deeper I can get into the 

country , the better I like it . art of the reason for this is 

that I find the Jamaican countryside just about the most beautif u l 

I have seen in a life time of travell ing . But I think the other 

part , and possibly the more important part , is t hat I find a basic 

sanity , a basic balance and straightforwardness t ha t is all too 

often lacking in the Corporate Area . The double- dealing and 

µuplicity that seems to be par t of ' big city 1 life tends to be 

absent from t he country . And t his , I t hink , makes for a great er 

perspective and a clearer and more honest view of the realities 

of life . Now , . I am not saying that everything in the country is 

lovely : a l l I am saying is that I personally find myself t hinking 

a little more clearly and honestly than I do under the heavy 

pr essures of life in the Coproate Area of Kingston and St. Andrew . 

But more than that : I also find t hat on t he whole . the people in t he 

country seem to have a greater sense of r eality t han the peopl e 

in Kingston : but here again , I do not want to overstate the matter. 

We hear all too of ten that this is good and that is bad , as t hough 

life is made up of extremes with t hings being ei ther all good or 

all bad . In reality it is more a mat ter of shades of grey with 

most things being combinations of good and bad . 

And once you look at things in t his 1iray , you are less _ likely 

to go in for extremes of any sort . You are l ess likely to be foolcn 

by t he lavish promises or mxt~RYRfflPl extravagant claims of this or 

that party or t his or that person telling you t hat all the good is 
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on the side he backs anu all the evil is on the side he is agains 

Kingston is rather prone to extremes and that is why I find the 

balancing and sobering as Jects -of the country areas so important . 

For this reason I think more people from Kingston should make an 

effort to get out into the countryside and make a real effort to 

to know the thinking and feeling of the people in the country areas . 

You ' d be really surprised at how much city folk can learn from coutry 

folk - if they give themselves half a chance . 
I had 

/ .an example of just how basic this rural perspective can be on 

the road between Gutters and fepper in St . .. izabeth . The road is 

steep and requires great care especially when you are travelling d:wn 

hill; and some of the corners are extremely tight . At one such 

corner , a police van came hurtling round the bend on the wrong sire 

of the road and 1 had to all but climb up the bank to get away fran 

it . By the time I came to a stop , angry and shaking , the van was r 

down the hill . I ' m afraid I said some very harsh things about the 

police , partly to relieve my feeling • .And then I realised tha a 

country man , by the side of the road, had watched it all . He shook 

his head as if to suggest that I had the wrong end of the ~tick by 

cursing the police in the van .• Then he said : 

"Nobody teach them that the law is above them too . " And you 

know , that is just it . So many of the people who enforce the law are 

not really convinced that they must themselves obey the 1 win all 

its details because t hey t hemselves are living sy~ ols of the rule 

of law . Instead they tend to break every petty law that they can t 

away with because , as the countryman said : "Nobody teach them that 

the law is above them too" . The lesson to learn is that the law is 

above ever single one of us - without any exceptions e.t al • '.::'ho..t, 

rur!l _ e rs~Ect1 c for ou . . .. •. Coolt5gbt . 
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Jo ~ Perspe etive on ~ational Keeds . 

.1.JEWS C 1c11•7 .i:,Ti Y 
_ For transmiss i on on 

h.1..~8.::: odr+G-S day Dec Lp- at 6 . 15p .m 
. eter brahams speaking 

Goo d evening : Since I still hav e this rural perspe?tiv e from 

my weekend trave l s in t he country , let me conti nue to skip the so-

· cal led ' har d ' news. i n favour of what seems to me much more fundameta l . 

Any reasonabl y sens i tive obExserv er t rave ll i ng through rural J ama:lm 

C<!l.nno t mi s s certa in t hing s ev en if he or she want s to . And becaure 

I have been taught ±x t hat good t eet h a r e the basis of good healt h , 

and because I have experi enced t hi s in my own life , I am a cu tely 

s ens itive to th& de sperate n eed f or a p r oper dental s ervice fo r 

rur a l J amaica . The r e a r e hundr eds upon hundr e~s of communi t i es in 

t h i s i s l and of Jamaica who just do not hav e RHJxki::mtx~f xom::EN± al-cess 

t o any k i nd of decent dental treat ment . And cer tainly , I know I do 

not hav e t o t e l l any dentic t what a serious situation exists when 

you have hundreds of thousands of Jamaicans going a r ound with mou1ra 

fil l ed with rotten and rotting t eeth . They know even bet t er t ha n I 

do how devas t ating bad teet h can be on the general healt h of any 

community . And if we real ly believe it when we say that Jamai ca 1s 
tS 

great est asset1 £l:.Pe her people then we wi l l do everything to make 

sure that that pr ecious asset f is not wasted through bad health . An 

that , whether we like it or not , is what is happening right now. 

I know that some of our young dentists , and some of those who 

are not so young , give freely of their time and talents to schools 

and other institutions in the Cor1or~te Area . But Kingston is not 

Jamaica . And in any case Kingston is so Much better served than azy 

other part of Ja ,mica in this as in so 1:1any other respects . If our 

dentists have any sort of idealistic concept of service then I t bnk 

it is their duty to tackle seriously the grievous dnntal problems 
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of rural Jamaica . .t the risk of offending some of my dentist frIB nds 

let me say that beside this des~erate national need I find the 

Dental Association ' s preoccupation with being consulted over the 

Dental Act rather small- minded . This business of decent dental 

care for the people in the remote areas of Jamaica is fundanmntal 

to health and therefore to the productivity of the people . If we :ire 

to achieve any of our national targets then we must have a vigorous 

and healthy people - and the beginning of good health is in the ma.th . 

And so I hope our dentists will set aside all small- minded.~ess and 

rise to the challenge of a national dental service that will bring 

oral hygiene to the remotest corner of this island . 

.Another , and almost equally urgent challenge is to our young 

doctors . here again the Corporate Area is very well served while m 
• . y......,;'1~ 
certain country .area-is one doctor is expected to cover a vast area . 

There are places where you have he 1th centres but because the 

country doctor is so overworked he cannot get to these centres for 

weeks and even months at a time . And still our young doctors seem 

only interested in praci cising in the big towns . gain I say that 

if these young doctors want us to take their professions of nationalis 

and patriotism seriously then they must give us reason to take tlm 

seriously . If Jamaica is to go forward then the present veraarlli.h 

patriotism of so many young professional Jamaicans tmst give way 

to the making of a genuine contribution . And nowhere are the needs 

for a genuine contribution as great as in bringing decent dental a1:1 

medical ser ices to the people of the remot&rs areas of rural Jamaica . 

Living with electricity , running water , hospitals and many dentisiB 

and doctors around us , we often forget that more than half the populat· 

does not enjoy these things . Let us begin to redress this . Goodn t . 
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No. 599 

, NEWS COMfoEN T.ARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Deco 5 at 6015 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

l.Christmas Work Follow up 
2.Independence Stock Issue - Letter 

p.m. 

Good Evening: On Saturday November 24 I told you tha t the 
. I 

Christmas Work progTamme should be well DD[ under way by Monday November 

260 I told you this because I ha d checked on the details and because 

I had spoken to Mr. Donald Sangs ter, the Minister of Finance, and he 

,ha d told me tha t , his Ministry had given the go-ahead for Christmas 

Work a week ea.rliero Mr. Sangster said t hat ,fiaxmmHQ telegrams had 

gone out to local authorities and that something like .£4.00,000 could ­

be spen,t on work between ;t hat date and Christma so 

Well, since I told you all that I had lettersfrom listeners from 

all over the country a s well as a number of telephone calls f!om 

people in the Corpora te P:reao One letter, from a Mro Johnson of 

Albany in St. Mary is fairly re presenta tive of theRind I have received 

from country areas. It says "I he ard you s peak about Christmas 

work to be given to t he people everywhere. But we the people of 

bottom Albany i n St. Mary have contacte d t he Parish Council and 

also the Public· . Works Department and we were told tha t there is none 

so I have written to you as a commenta t or to make a comment on this 

matter bec au se we are in dire need in ' thi s part of the Parish." 

This letter was da ted November 29 ne arly a week after I made my 

bro adcast. I sincerely hope· tha t Mr. John s on an d people of bottom 

'Albany have by now s t ar ted on Christmas worko k%x For the informa tion 
' 

of Mr. Johns on Mr. Leopold Lynch the Minis ter of Local Government 

announced on Nqvember ~6 t he amounts of money allocated for all the 
I 

Pari shes of J ruEa icao Ten thousand pounds was the amoun t all oca ted 
Mr. John s on al s o asked me which 

for St. Mary f or Christmas work. iluixllhtxxixR.ikxiffxilf.txlHHi.tJexiit: 
Government Mini s ter he shou l d cont~ct about thi s bus iness 0 

ttH~Jtix 
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Mr. Lynch is the Minister responsible and I suggest tha t Mr. Johns on 

contacts himo But I s incerely hope that there will be no need to 

do s o and that _the people of bottom Albany an d t he people of all the 

other rural areas of J amaica are by now getting their fair share of 

Christma s work. Things have started very late t~i s year and there 

seems to be a ce r t a in amount of confusion a s well as an element of 
\ 

Jai: playing politics but I hope tha t none of these wj_ ll interfere 

with the Christna~ work which means Christmas cheer for so very many 

J amaican famil~ 

Another le t ter I received came from t he firm of Investment Dealers 
' 

Annett & Co. dealing with my comments of November 26 when I discussed 

the J amaica Independence Loan Issueo The Company feels t hat I may 

have gi ven the i mpres s ion t ha t a~y investors who t ake up the new 6½% 

stock would have t heir savings tied up until the fin a l redemp tion date 

in 19830 They point out t hat J amai ca Government stock i s gixtlo gilt-

edged and very marketableo In other wo,rds nobody wiil have any 

difficulty a:t all in s e l.ling their s tock a t any t imeo Let me quote 

the Company's own words "Ww would . apprec i a t e your telling the J amaican 

Public that t heir holdings of J amaica Government s tock are highly 

marketable. If t his were generally known, it i s possible t ha t sever.al , 

-hitherto untapped pool s of s avings could be channell ed into gilt-edged 

investments o " 

I am very happy to pass on this informa tion and may i suggest 

J amai ca Government stock as a wonderful Chri s tmas gift thi s .. year. 
I 

Goodni ght. 
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·o 600 United Fruit Co . & Banana Industry 

1'1.E\'1S COl-1 ifa.":rA Y 
For transmission on 
Thursday Dec 6 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I am very happy about the return to Jamaica '. s 

banana industry on a large scale by the United Fruit Company . I 

think getting the United Fruit Company to come back on this scale 

is a piece of business for ·which this government in gener al , and 

,.ir . Gyles in particular , deserve great credit . I thinlr we should 

all of us be happy about this , if for no other reason than the fact 
fair new 

that a/number of/jobs will be created . But although this point is 

very important to workers in the banana industry , t1ere is a great 

deal more to it than just that . 

It was only last Friday tLat I gave you figures comparing 

Jamaica ' s banana production per acre with producti6n in some of 

the Central and South American countries . You will remember that 

we produce only 2 . 71 tons of bananas on an acre while Colombia 

produces five tons , Costa Rica 6 . 7 tons and Brazil ll o75 tons . 

I told you then that in the face of these figures I found the 

argurr,ent about the use of mechanical means rather pointless b?cauoo 

unless we improved our production by any means possible , the · 

competition would force us out of the banana business . The presen 

of United Fruit on this scale means , quite simply , that we are go:ing 

to improve production . And you know , whether the unions or the 

workers or anybody else likes it ur not , improving production mea:s 

adopting certain attitudes and certain courses of action . You 

cannot cling to old- fashioned and out - dated attitudes about soil 

usage and t ~1e economice of farming and improve output . In order to 

improve output you must nurse and nurture your soil with the same 
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care and attention t1~at a good engineer gives to his machines . And 

the reason should be the dame . The engineer is no ~ sentimental abru t 

his machine , he does not keep it polished and oiled and in good 

running order because he loves it: he does it because that is the way 

in which he gets maximum service out of it o Loving or not loving js 

not the important point : getting maximum service , maximum efficie 

that is the important point . And it is important for us to develcp 

a businesslike attitude to agriculture . The attitude to agric~lture 

as a sort of social welfare agency still persists . Agrmculture is 
still regarded as 

,,6ne of the key means of easing the unemployment situation . And so you 

have four or five men spending two or three days doing what one mm 

and a machine would do in half a day . The reason for this is that 

three or four men would be unemployed if we used only one man and 

a machine : so we choose to be what we consider humane and ineffic' t . 

But are we being. all that kind to ourselves and to our agriculture? 

I think not . I think that unless we do in fact make a business of 

our agriculture the day will come when it will collapse entirely . fut 

if we do in fact make a business of it, and a profitable business , 

then we will be faceJ\,1ith some serious problems the chief of whi ch 

will be unemployment o But the money we make from a successful and 

businesslike agriculture could then be used to help create other j:bs, 

key point is that in order to survive in today ' s tough world our 

agriculture must be compe?tive . This lesson does not seem to have 

been really learnt yet . I welcome the return on a big scale of t:te 

United Fruit Company because I think trey will help bring this most 

important lesson home to us o Goodnight . 
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i.ro 601 1) Harbour View Sanitation 

~.!t"IS cm v1.Er'T Y 
For transmission on 
Friday Dec 7 at 6 ol5p .m 
eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I welcome the news that the government is to 

hold an inquiry into sanitary conditions in Harbour View . But I hQ;E 

that such an inquir will not be confined to Harbour View only because 

this is not a problem which is confined to a single housing estate . 
·a proper 

\!ell/ over a year ago I discussed this problem of/sewerage system 

for tingston . nd you know , not so very long ago, some sewer mains 

were dug up between Rockfort and Harbour View . I saw one section 

of tl1ose mains being dug up and they did not look as though they 

had been used . And I do not know what has happened to thd!se mains 

since they were dug up . The truth of the matter is that we alls m 

to have accepted septic pits as a fact of ingston life . 

ere we are with a great and growing city on the edge of the 

sea . We would have thought that one of the first things our city 

fathers would do would be to lay down regulations setting out the 

minimum sanitary conditions under which building would be allowed . 

Certainly , . with the sea as near as it is the government itself shcul.d 

~ave had sewerage mains going down to the sea and it should have 

been made incurnbent for anybody who builds in the city limits to Jany 

p i pee so that they could be joined to the sewerage ~ains . 1Jherever 

there was electricity and surfaced roads, and wherever the Kingcton 
-

and St . imdrew Corporation collected rates and taxes, it should 

have supplied the streets with a single s e:wwBaf e system to which 

eact. householder in the street could join his own sanitary system . 

This is what should y.ave been done a long time ago . Certainly, when 

the pattern of housing development began to emerge an attempt sho 
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have been made to get rid of the old- fashioned septic pit . If this 

had been done ten years ago it would have been so much easier to cb 

ad the cost would have been a fraction of today ' s costs . I f it hai 

been started when the Mona Housing scheme began it would have been 

easier and cheaper than it would be today: if it had been started · 

when Harbour View or Havendal e or any of the other housing schemes 

began , it would have been so mu ch easiero 

\Jow , when we do get round to installing a modern proper sewerage 

system - as we must do s ooner or ·later - the cost is go i g t o be 

fantasti c . The longer t hing s like these are left , the more difficult 

and tbe more costly they become • .And because this business of a 

proper sewerage system has been left for so long it is going to 

cost the poor taxpayer an awful lot . But we must begin some time 

and we must begin somewhere , and I think the inquiry into condi tim s 

at Harbour View could be a useful starting point - but only if it 

is seen as a starting point and not an end in itself . If the Harbor 

View inquiry leads to a full - scale re - appraisal of the entire sewe:age 

system , and to Ethe laying down of mains :tn!lI«~b[t throughout our 

thickly populated urban areas , then it would be a wonderful thing 

indeed . 

What I should also like to see is for the government to find a..t 

whether there are scientific and cheaper means of waste disposal 

than the costly business of laying a network of pipes , joined to 

one main leading dmm to the sea: but ,-rhatever the met;ioa , and whaln.er 

costly or not , we must mordernise our sewerage system . Our septic 

pits become more dangerous with each pass ing year . They must be . 
abolished in heavily populated areas . Goodnight .. 
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0 602 The Hilk Situation 

i, IT CO 1-fi,i_E_, 1. Y 
For transmission on 
baturday ec 8 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter brahams speaking 

Good evening : I want to talk about milk this evening because 

it is related to some of our most important problems and needs . But 

let me first tell you some of the qualities of milk . 

Milk from a good and healthy and well- cared- for cow is just about 

the best food any growi'ng child can have . Health authorities will 

tell you tLat it is an essential part of the diet of childrem. Cows 

milk is made up roughly of 87 percent water , four percent fat , 

3 . 35 percent protein , 4 . 9 percent sugar and . 75 percent s•alt or ash . 

We are of course talking about the milk 9f a healthy cow . A quart of 

milk from such a cow is the equal of three- quarters of a pound f 

good beef . The vitamins , B, and G. in milk make for growing and 

for fi ~hting off disease . The minerals in milk are calcium , iron an 

phosphorus and these help to build bones and teeth and to make rich 

red blood . The sugar and fats supply the body with heat and energy • 

.nnd the proteins build body tissue . When you see a young child 

wnose skin glows with health , whose eyes sparkle almost like twin1 ng 

stars and whose teeth are white and strong and who is a bundle of 

energy - you can be almost eertain that you are loolciri..g at a child 

wl:o is getting a sufficient supply of good rich milk . And bel iever.BB , 

this is not just something I have learnt from books . It is something 

I have witnessed for myself with our own children and I have seen it 

with children growing up in Europe , in Africa , in merica as well as 

right here in Jamaica . and you know , the difference between children 

who get a full suppl y of rich creamy milk arid children who do not , 

is fantastic o Those who get their milk are lively , strong , healthy , 

bright - like growing creatures who could lick the world : those wro 
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do not tend to be dull , listless , weak and sickly and they catch 

every passing disease . This is fact , not fancy . The milk drinkers 

also tend to by physically bigger and stronger than the non- milk' 

drinkers . And I do not think I have tell you that the vast majoriw 

of Jamaican children , especially Jamaican children in the rural 

areas , are not milk drinkers . If you say that every growing child 

should have at least a pint of milk a day then I am afraid we must 

say that the vast majority of Jamaican children are not getting t .r 

fair share of this essential food . d you know , those Jamaican 

children who do get fresh cows milk do not always get a very good 

quality milk . Very few of Jamaica ' s cows are tested fo~ diseases, 

and the handling of the milk often leaves much to be desired . And 

unclean milk is a particlilarly easy carrier of diseases . For this 

reason even those children who do get milk do not always get the 

full value of it. In countries like Britain and the United States 

there are very rigid laws about a pure milk supply . The point is that 

good , rich , healthy milk is an absolute essential if we are to have a 
so 

healthy and vigorous community . And/it waa with very great interEEt 

that I met a man who is in the milk business and who told me that it 

is possible to send refrigerated vans into the country areas with 
ing 

rich nourisl/milk that is absolutely safe and healthy and sell this 

for as little as a sixpence a quart . I saw this man ' s plant and I 

tasted his milk and it was good . If this man can do what he says , and 

he has convinced me , then I should very much like Mr . Lighbourne ml 

Sir Alexander Bustamante to interest themselves in this matter . I 

think it is of national importance . Goodnight . 

I 
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No 603 J . L .P • .imnual Conference 

:;EWS comm~TARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Dec 10 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : From all reports it would appear that the Jar1aica 

Labour Party ' s 18th annual conference over the weekend was a very 

successful affair . I ge t the impression that the spirit was ~llm x 
buoyant 
Eb! KN± and that both leaders and rank- and- file members felt that 

the party was in firm control . The mood seems to have been one of 
't""~ 

high confidence , verging almost on over- confidence: but then , is 

the usual mental_ state of the party in power o It was the mental 

state of the People ' s ~ational Party until the bitter moment of 

defeat exactly eight months ago today . 

Certainly , the J . L . had reason to be in high spirits . Not or.ily 

did it win power earlier this year , it was also the party which 

inaugurated Jamaica ' s independence and installed Jamaica ' s first 

native (!ovE' rnor- General . And both these events will pay high 1-1oli1ical 

dividends when next the voters go to the polls o The fact that much 

of the groundwork was laid by others is part of the party political 

game . The past government inherit d~ both the good and the bad that 

its predecessors left and the same is true of this government . And 

certainly , even the most ardent P • • supporter will agree that not 

everything was lovely during the term of the past government : Jamalca 

Woolens is very much a case in point . Incidentally , -.ir . Lightbou ' s 

announcement at the conference that there will be a public inquiry 

is very welcome . 

I think possibly the most important reason for the spirit of 

confidence at the J. . P . conference is the fact that the new governmen1 

has now developed a real spirit of self- confidence . If I am right:h 

this then I think we will notice a sharp difference in approach over 
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the next few months . We will notice that J . L. P . leaders and spokemen 

will become less and less inclined to spend their time telling pf 

all the faults of the past government . This business of being in 

power and attacking the record of tLose who are out of power -

especially when it is done all the time an,l at the slightest opportmit 

is a form of inferiority complex , and is a certain indication of a 

sesne of personal uncertainty . It ie no accident that if you go 

through the records you will find that Sir l exander Bustamante am 

one or two of the older and more experienced of his Ministers, have 

spent least time attacking the record of the past government . They 

are sure of themselves , sure of their ability to deliver the goods. 

1 tnink now t hat the other Ministers are gi,owing in confidence they 

too will spend less time set ting p clay pi geons to shoot do\'m . 

And this will be a very good thing for the country ~ lease don ' t 

get me wrong : I am not saying t'at past records of past governments 

should. not be attacked - all I am saying is that we do not want to 

spend too much time and energy on that . There are important posit:h.e 

things to be done . 

· • -~ . • propagandists , some of you may remember, put about the 

impression that with the J • • P . in power the country was bound to 

go down the drain because only they , the P .N •• , knew how to run it . 

I think the J .L . • has now shown that they can run the country at 
moriths 

least as well . It is obviously silly to try and compare the eighti 

of tbe J .L .• government with the seven years of the .N.P . government 

but certainly , on the basis of thei r performance thus far , I for one 

see reason for the confidence expressed at the J . L . P ' s 18th annual 

conference . Goodni ght . 
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The J . L .• Conference : 
Achievements & Challenges 

TEWS COMLENT Y 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Dec 11 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter brahams speaking 

Good evening : ast night I told you that I personally could 

understand the spirit of confidence that prevai led at the J .L . P . 

annual conference over the weekend . This does not , of course , mean 

that I go a long with those who have suddenly discovered the wonderful 

(genius ' posoessed by almost every leader of the Jamaica Labour ty . 

I am always suspicious of overstatement and over - selling - and I an 

not sure that it ever does anybody or any society or any country 

any good . In fact , if yoµ look at' istory you will find that it was 

the countrjes and the societies and the individuals who so ld themselv 

the twin pups of their uniqueness and their genius who have caused 

most of this world ' s troubles . Old Joe bt alin wbo murdered millions 

was a unique genius until he fell from communist grace; dolf Hitler 

was another genius and he plunge Europe and the world into the mat 

terrible bloodbath of all time; and strutting little Mussolini was 

another . So you must pleae forc ive me if I do not go along 1,vith ire 

business of uniqueness and genius and any sort of political super- sell 
c,,,,-~ 

The simple reason why I believe the conficence at the J ,L .P iD 
/\ 

be justified ls because I think they have turned the tri ckiest po Jitica 

corner any dernocratic government faces: that of cor1fidence - both 

internally and externally . 

I think it is fair to say that the past government had built 

up an enormous fund of goodwill abroad , based largely on the stature 

and personality of hr . Hanley . But at the same 'time that this fund 

of goodwill was being built abroad , confidence in the P .N .. governm~ 

was ebbing av:ay at home . Everyone , both at home and abroad acceptro 

the hanley dministration as an able , stable and progressive one 
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dedicated ~o creating greater wealth and great opportunity for thi s 

country .• And for seven years this is precisely what the Lanley 

government did . But the wealth and the opportunity it created seeme 

to benefit a very small section of the society and most of xz the job 

opportunities were concentrated in the Corporate Area . And so the 

new wealth and opportunities tended to emphas se and dramat ise the 

wide gap between town and country , between have and have -not . nd· is , 

whether we ~i ke it or not , resulted in a breakdown of confidence 

the government of Jamaica . The way the people in the bush saw it \vas 

that even the progressive P . l~ . P . government became .reactionary and 

the servant of vested interest after a period in power . Basically , 

the J .L . • rode to power on this point . 

· Today , eight months later , the country ' s money position is 

steadier; the balance of trade position has improv ed greatly ; the cost 
the prom:ired 

of living has at least been held , and although the pattern of/pri 
~ 

controls see a bit confused , ~ ho l d< out the hope of reducing 
~ . 

the cost of livi ng : the level of government spending is up . These 
fl 

are pretty solid achievements . But possibly the most important achieve -

ment of all is that the so - called ' little people ' of rural Jamaica 

seem once more to believe that their government is genuinely concaned 

about their individual and personal little destinies : that gover nment 

is a sort of state father who will take care of all his children -

especially the poorer and weaker ones . This , I think is a key achieve ­

ment because without this kind of trusting faith of a majority 11 e 

can be done o The big challenge for tbe J .L .• is now to take hold 

of this faith and hope and turn it into a creative and productive 

force . And this will demand political courage ~nd a great .eal of 

hard ,-1ork and , of course , a clear direction as to where they are 

leading the country , and why . Goodnight . 
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i\iO 605 The i;a tional Interest v Special Interes ts 

NE,vS cm:IT•1El T ARY . 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Dec 12 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter brahams speaking 

Good evening : On Saturday evening I told you about the Jamaican 

who can produce a rich , healthy , full - cream and delightfully :basty 

milk for as little as a sixpence a quart . What I did not tell you 

was how this man does i t . You will remember that I gave you a 

chemical breakdown of the amount of water , fat , ppoeemn , sugar and 

salt as well as the vitamins and minerals that you find in t op 

quality mi l k . Well , this man about whom I told you has what is 

known as an ' iron cow '. This is a elaborate and complicated machire . 
, / . 

Into this machine he puts ski milk powder and all the other 

ingredients needed to make up the quality of milk of which I told 

you on Saturday . All th"s then goes through the machine and comes 

out at the other end either in cartons or bottles as a clean and 

richly blended milk , without any risk of dangerous germs because 

ther e is no xxxk cow involved that might be carrying some disease 

such as t .b . and the whole operation is automatic . When we had the 

U. S . navy here a few weeks back they used this man ' s milk because 

they found it the safest - and American are , as you know , very fussy 

about clean food • 

.Anyway , on the f ace of it it would seem that this sort of op tioi 

would be ideal here . The children in rural Jamaica are in desperate 

need of this kind of nourishing milk , if they are to grow strong in 

mind and body and straight young citizens of tomorrow . But unhappily" 

things are not as simple as that . 

vfe have a dairy industry in Jamaica . This gives work to a nunb?r 

of Jamaicans d gives a livelihood to a lot more . If this milk 

from the iron cow is sold at a sixpence a quart the chances are that 
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it will seriously upset the financial situation of the local dairy 

industry; it might even lead to a collapse of that industry . Cert y , 

the anager of United Dairy Farmers expressed grave concern about 

this possibility in a letter which was published in the Gleaner on 

October .17th of this year . His concern however, was for the mi lk 

industry in the Corporate Area . MJ(xx~NXREmc±x He specifically said 

that the housewife in the Corporate Area will not pay t wo shillin~ 

· for a quart of fresh mi lk when she could get it at half that pri ce. 

My concern is that this fresh mi lk should be available to school 

children and especially to growing young children in rural areas ; 

and if it can be supplied at a sixpence a quart then I am all for 

it . 

And so , as you see , there is a real problem , a real conflict 

of interests . If the man with the ' iron cow ' of whom I told you 

on aturday is allowed to produce and sell as much reconstituted 

fresh milk as he can , he might and most likely will end up putting 

the dairy industry out of business - except for the x cows milk 

t hat is sold to the condensery - because he can sell as good or an 

even better product at less than half the price they charge ~ 1'!aturall; 

in its own interests, the industry will try to contain such a man . 

But you knovf , there is the national interest too . For me the mos t 

important aspect of the national .interest is that there should be 

an abundant supply of cheap safe milk for all our growing childre~ 

and of course t he re is the cost of living too . It seems to me that 

here we have a classic examp l e of a conflict between the national 

interes t and a special interest. I hope a compromise is possible, l:Jut 

if it is not then we must decide whic of these two interests shoul:l 

prevail - the special or the national Goodnight o 
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No 606 'rhe lanners and .orals of Leadership 

~ E'1fS COMI .EL T RY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Dec 13 at 6 . 15~ .rn 
eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : For the past two days I ' .. ave been doing a sort 

of private and personal public opinion poll on Tuesday night's raher 

nasty flare - up in the Iouse of epresentatives . And I think that if 

the Members of the Hous e had h eard some of the comments on their 

behaviour it would have caused them to think very seriously . 

et us be frank about it . On Tuesday night a number of our 

elected representatives turned our parliament into an ugly and sordid . 

p lace of shouting and screaming and curs~ng . d al the nation 

looked on and listened . Some of the abuse that ,as hur led across 

the floor of the ·1ouse was so sordidly personal that it caused at 

least one patriotic Jamaican woman to weep for her country . 

~ow , let us not try to be ' holy ho l y ' about this mat ter . You 

cannot conduct party politics in a genuinely free so ciety like a 

church fair or a Sunday tea party . Sparks are bound to fly someti 

and a good thing it i s that they s1oul d . I have sat in the vis i tors ' 

gall er y of the British 1ouse of Commons and I have watched and 

listened whi l e the late !r . Aneur an Bevan laid the lash of his u 
brilliant Welsh tongue on Sir Winston Churchill or the Tory r·arty or 

r1.ir . Anthony Eden - as he then was - and the perfor mance was dazzling 

and uplifting and stimulating. And I have seen and heard Churchill 

and Eden and others lash back with equal sharpness ano vi our . B1.1.t 

always , no matter how rough the going became , no matter how hot 

tempers became, no matter how cutting the words, neither the governrnen1 

Benches nor t he Opposition BenchPS ver forgot the dignity of the~ 

parliament , or the fact that the nation ,Jas watching and listenin 

And so you rarely - if ever - heard any Member calling an other 
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Member a liar or a stinking liar or a filthy liar or a despicabl e 

person or a sti nking foo l or making nasty remarks about the personal , 

private and marital affairs of any otl:Jer member . f you fe l t sp 

strongly that you really wanted to cut a man to the quick then you 

had to thi nk and find the right words that would cut deep , without 

reducing the ignity of parliament . d believe you me , when the 

British House of Commons gets into a really angry mood their ism e 

real verbal fireworks than I have seen and heard at either Headquters 

House or Gordon House o aw at makes the ouse of Ooramon ' s verbal 

fireworks so exciting is that it is sharp , it is bright , it is 
but 

brilliant and it is witty at times :/you never have t1?-e kind of vul r 

swearing performance that was witmessed at Gordon House of Tuesday 

night o "'t.uite frankly , I was ashamed . of the manners and morals 

displayed by our national leaders on Tuesday night. 

But much more serious than my being ashamed is the effect of 

this sort of ugly brawl on peopl e ' s attitudes to parliament and to 
politics and to 

politicians o sit is the attitude to/politician: is not a healthy 

one : you have examples of this in the widespread use of the words 

' politri cks ' and ' politricksters '. These words clearly imp l y contem~t 

nd that is very wrong . Polttdlms and politicians are an essential 

part of the democratic life of tr.is country . To bring them into 

disrepute !s to bring parliamentary democracy itself into disrepute . 

nd once that happens then all our freedoms are in grave dangero 

For this reason the manners and morals of our elected representathes 

must be above reproach . So , let us not have another such ugly display¢' 

in future . The dignity of parliament is essential to democracy . 

Good.night 
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l'o 607 Television: 
European or American Service 

• \T ' COJ'...! · ~T Y 
For tran~mission on 
Friday Dec 14 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter brahams speaking 

Good evening : On Friday of last week the Jamaica Chamber of 

Commerce held a special meeting at which they discussed the question 

of television and television sets for Janaica . The people mainly 

interested were Kingston merc.nants whose business include the 

importing of radio of atelevision appliancGs , So I think one can 

fairly say that this Nas a meeting of a special interest group 

representing prospective importers of television sets . And because 

te l evision is going to affect t ije lif e of this country more profo ~ly 

than any other medium of communcation , I think it is especially 

important that we examine all the interests involved in this business 

with th greatest care . 

I think that whenever any proposition or any question about 

television comes up the first question 1·1e should ask is : In whose 

interest is this? There are of course times when the spEcial interes t 

and the national interest are the same . \·Then that happens we are m. 

a very happy situation . At other times the special interest and the 

national interest only go along up to a point and then some sort c:J: 

compromise has to be made . And then there are ' times when you have 

a straight conflict between special interests and national intere93, 

\·Then that happens , whoever has greatest responsibility and the po 

od decision decides what to do about it . A case in point was the 

decision of the three other interests not to take part in the televis 

consortium that the government pro~osed. They had the power of 

decision, they did not like the government ' s offer - presumably 

because they did not like the terms under which they were· invited t o 

invest - and so they turned it down : they had the right and the 
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power to do this , and neither government nor the J . B.C . bawl ed about 

this decision o By the same token the government had the right and 

the power to decide how television should operate in this country . 

It has decided that it must be primarily for the good of society 

and that the advertiser should have no influence on programming . And 

so there will be no sponsored programmes as such . Only spots will 

be sold . The advertisers and the advertising agencies may have prEfurre 

something different but I am glad to note that they are accepting 

the new state of affairs with grace . 

So, let us look at the approach of the merchants in this ligl 

Let us call a spade a spade and admit that themr pricipal interest 

is likely to be to sell as many television sets as they can and get 

as decent a margin of pro.fit as possible . Fine: I see nothing wrong 

with thi~ . What I am not so happy about are two key points that 

came out of that meeting . First , the merchants are mounting a 

campaign against the use of the European system of television because 

so they say , it would m~an make it impossible to import low- cost 

new or secand hand American television sets . And the second point 

is that the meet ing has decided that they will put an 80% mark up 

on the prices of all the sets they sell . On the first point, that 

of whether we should use the American or European system, fr . C. 

Dickensen, a professional engineer , and the Chairman of the Joint 

Group of Professional Engineers , published a very clear an detailed 

letter in Tuesday ' s Gleaner setting out the technical reasons why 

the El}.ropean system of televmmion is preferable ~ 

But there is ~ore than just 

the technical reason : I wi ll tell you about that and about this 

80% mark up in price tomorrow evening . So, till then, goodnight 4 
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r·o 608 Television : 
Qaality & Cost 

E¥ S CO m:zr. TA Y 
For transmission on 
Saturday Dec 15 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter braham speaking 

Good evening: Last nigbt I told you :txa:t of Hr . C. R. Dickenson 

letter in l as t Tuesday ' s Gleaner in which he showed why using the _ 

Eupean system in our televmsion would suit us better than using tra 

American system . This is such a clear lotter on a most important 

matter by an engineer of very great ex-perience that a 1 who are 

interested should make a point of reading it . I think it establiehes 
for us 

beyond any doubt the superiority of the European sys t em /from the 

technical , frequency and rice points of view . 

In addition to that let me mention the question of quality . 

-tfhether you like it or not , as a generalisation , the quality of 

B.B . C. televitmfum is superior to that of commercial televsision : 

I am of course talking about programmes o I .as in Britain n the early 

days of B.B. C. television and I had a chance to watch the service 
commercial 

grow o I have also seen a grPat deal of American/television . I trim: 

it would be obvious bias to say that everything on B.B. C. telev~m!m 

was , or is , superior to everything on commercial television either 

in America or in European . This is just not true . Commercial televisio 

botn in tl:e St_ates and in Br i tai n has produced some magnificent 

programmes . Indeed, commercial television has at times produced a 

pro5ramme that was better than anything on the B.B . C. So I am not 

saying that everything on the B.B. C. is at all times better than 

everything on commercial television • ./hat I am saying is that the 

general standard , the general quality of B .B. C. television prgrammes 

is vastly superior to tLat of commercial television nd nowhere is 

this quite as striking as in B .B . C. programmes for children and B . C. 
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documentaries on what is knowL as fundar!lental education . I think that 

in this re~~ect even the programmes of the European commercial stations 

will be of greater value to us that the vast bulk of Ameri can i .v. 

films o So , ~urely from the point of view of the kind and quality cf 

programmes that we need and want, I am all for the European system . 

But t his does not mean t hat we are excluded from lunerican prog aillmes , 

any more than the Europeans are excluded from American programmes -

especially when it comes to ma jor live programmes lilrn the installing 

of a new resident 
po!~ 7 . ~· (..., . 
~ (a very costly one 

or some big sporting eyento A single transformer 

, it is true) will ensure t hat we get erican 

p ictures as clearly as we get p~ctures from the rest of the world . 

So really you see , t he only peopl e who should object to t:he introduct: 

of the European system of televi sion are those who have agencies 

to sell American television sets and who now face the prospect of 

watching while all the profi t s go to the fortunat e ones who have 

Turopean agencies . But for these peopl e to expect, or even to as~ 

that their interests shoul d prevai l over the national interest, is 

a little more than unreasonable . Television , when it comes , must 1:e 

in the service of all Jamaica - not in order to bring spec i al pr ts 

anr Si-)ecial opportunities to any section , unl es s they coincide wiih 

the national interest : and the .1::-,~an system rr. cmincide with tre 

interests of some merchants ; i ~ es 'not coincide with the nation ~ 
I\.. 

interest . and as for the 80% mark- up propo sed , I think it is pro ' b it: 

I n Europe the lJark- up is bet ween 25% and 3() %. And that sLoul d be 

qui t e adequate for JE.mai ca - even i the government has to make it 

so by refulation. Goodnighto 
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is no way in which you can measure this sort of thing, or even refer 

to it in a official statement , no mention will be made of what seem· 

to me the most crucial point of the meeting . Indeed , I am reasonably 

certain that the two leaders will not even discuss the matter as such . 

But it wi ll be there behind everything they say to each other . And 

I think the only way we will see what w:k:a::t was achieved in this 

business of a meeting of minds will be reflected in the policies af 

the two countries on major matters over the next twelve months . 

I think , for instance, that one important pointer that would be 

of some signifance to us would be the extent to which the two lea 

can work out some sort of agreement on the approach to the Cuban 

problem . Britain and the United Eitates have not behaved ae tbough 

tbey see eye- to - eye on Cuba . Until the erican blocade which fo d 

the Russian missi Ete s out of Cuba , Britain had ign~red the i; mer.ican 

call to put economic pressure on Cuba . Low that America ' s tough 

policy has been vindicated in terms of Cold War poli½'·cs , it would 

be interesting to see if there is any shift in British ?Olicy . In 

the private language of the St ate Department policy- mah.ers , the 

British have tended to persue a 1 soft 1 line in the Cold War . 

I think that if there is any sort of meeting of minds between 

t11.e two leaders then it will reflect its elf in a sli ght but perce · ble 

sh i ft in policy on both sides . British policy in relation to the Col 

\far will become toue; er without becoming unreasonable or extreme . 

merican policy, now so l d on the fact that only toughness pays , w 

become a deal more f lexibl e than it has been in recent years, becase 
I 

it can now negot i a te from a psychologically proven posit ion of stnngth , 

And t his can change the shape of world politics in the coming year. 

Goodnight . 
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-olio & The Over Five- years 
Casino Gambl ng & Public Opinion 

r :i!.. s co1.u.i&.rrru Y 
?or transmission on 
Hon 1:iY Dec 17 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter brahams speaking 

Good evening : It is cetting so near to Christmas that I hes:i:late 

to tackle anything really grim at this time; so let me get this 

particular point of concern to our health authorities as quickly as 

possible . 

The news of the polio outbreak in British Guiana shows how 

a ccu r a t ej:y our ovm health authorities assessed the situation and 

acted on it o They told us that it looked .very much ac though next 

year would be a polio year and so tLey a9ted to counter it with t:be 

large- scale oral vaccination campaign for the under- fives . Low , 

when the outbreak does reach us our youngest and our most sus c eptible 

citizens wi l l be effective ly protected . I think this is a wonde 

piece of fon esight and planning on the part of our health authorities . 

But this , I think, is only ~oping with the st extreme en 

of the problem . We all know that the Polio virus is not so selective 

as to only attack the under- fives . The under - fives may be most 

susceptible if they are not protected; but children over five , yom g 

men and young women , middle- aged people and old peopl e can aJ.so be 

hit by.this crippling and killer isease . So I should like our 

autLori ties to find ways and means of making this new oral vaccinat:i.on 

available to tbese people too . 

I know many parents of. cbildren over- five \.rho are very anxio 

about tbeir six- and seven- and eight and nine and ten and eleven arrl 

twelve- year - olds . arents of children in these age - groups aN ~ have 

checked with their doctors only to discover that tl:..ey cannot get this 

new oral vaccine - even if they are in a position to pay for it . it 

own family is in this · self - sa.:1e position : we have three youngsters 
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between the · ages of eight and fourteen and like thousands of other 

parents , my wife and I are worried and will go on being worried 

until we can vaccinate our children against the ap :;:iroaching Polio 

virus which is now spreading in British Guiana as it travels in 

this directiBn . So I sincerely hope that our health authorities 

will make this new oral vaccine available to the rest of the co:nrrnni..ty 

as soon as possible . y all means take care of the under fives f:rrst . 

But once you are satisfied that you have enough in stock to take 

care of them then release the remainder to the over- fives, preferably 

to the youngsters first , then to the teenagers , and so on down the 

line . 

Now for a quick word on Tourism and Casinos . In a speech at 

the official opening of the Rnaway Bay hotel on Saturday Mr . Robert 

ightbourne , the hinister of Trade and Industry , said flatly that 

fue wi l l not permit Casinos in Jamaica . So that settles that . The one 

important thing I want you to note is that this clear statement from 

the Minister comes after this particular question has been public]y, 

and often violently jebated in the country . So , both the governmEi:t 

-and the 1inister had a pretty clear idea of how the majority of 

Jamaicano - or to be more accurate, the leaders of majority opinion in 

Jamaica , like the churches for instance - feel about Casino gambling . 

And there is very little do 1.1.bt that majority opinion is against it. 

lilld so , like the previous government they were influenced by public 

opinion on this matter . And this is the great value of public pp i n . 
have a 

It can , and in a healthy society , it does :m~XNE ~ E powerful influnce 

on policy , d for this reason it should be vigilant and responsible . 

Goodnight . 
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No 610 (ennedy-!!acmillan Meeting 

£ E. S 001, lF..L .Ta ... Y 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Dec 18 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaming 

Good evening : The merican President , .r . John Kennedy , and 

the British rime inis t er , I1r . Harold riacmillan , will meet and 
will 

hold talks in the Bahamas tomorrow . In the main their talks w:im i: 

be a sort of clearing of the air , a working out of their approach 

to common problems . They wi l l not necessarily discuss a series of 

specific problems to wbich they must find specifi c and concrete 

solution s : it will be more an atte~pt to arrive at a sort of meeting 

of minds . In this sense it would. be wrong for us to expect anyth:ing 

dramatic to come out of these meetings . 

And yet , what will come out of the meeting of these two leaders 

will be very important· precisely because it will be the streamlin ' 

of an attitude . So , let us look at this question of the shaping of 

an Anglo - American attitude towards today ' s problems in the world . 
, 

Recently one of -.r . Kennedy ' s top advisers, Mr . Dean ~1.,cheson, 

rather upset the British by saying they are not the power they once 

were or still think they are . My guess is that the real point :Mr . 

Dean Aitcheson was making was that the United States should stop 

treating Britain as though she were an equal partner in the business 

of making \vestern policy . But Mr . 1 i tcheson on&y represents one 

point of view in American thinking and there were some equally 

influential people who were quick to repudiate his vie ·rn . But I 

think we ought to face t e fact that this is one line of thinking . 

And my own view is that it is a line of thinking that will increasingly 

prevail . And so I think one of the big points behind the Kennedy-

... acmillan talks will be the e tent to which American thinking and 

American action will be influenced by the British . And since there 
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1\iO 611 The Church and Tombstones 

l~EW. A 

For transmission on · 
·,/ednesday Dec 19 at 6 o 15p . m 
·· eter bra' ams speaking 

Go od evening : On Saturday the ssociated Press news service 

carried a news item from London which has disturbed me very great]y. 

But let me set out the story in all its detail f or you . 

Mrs o Dorothy Wilkinson is a seventy- five - yGar- old widow . She 

is an glican and her church is the cburc h of ..., t . Ma ry ' s in Ealing , 

which is a suburb of ~reater London . When her husband died , I-1r s . 

'.Ti lkinson had him burried in the church yard . Then she erected a 

tomb to him and on t he tombstone she had the follmving word s printed: 

' Forever in ray thoughts ' • 

Well, the vicar of the churchA then went to the Church of :Eng1':l.nd 

Court and applied to the gkN xk Court to order Mrs . 1•filkinson to 

remove those ,10rds fro m the tombs tone. The vicar saidJ and now I am 

quoting h s 01,m word s: "It is _necessary for tl:e Church to take a 

strong Christian line . We believe that strong expressions of affec1ion 

or grief are inappropriate . " He also went on to say that burial was 

becoming ve~y pagan in tbese days . 

On 'aturday the Church Court sat and upheld the application af 

the vicar . It ordered rJ.rs . Wi l kinson to rer: ove the words : ' Forever 

in my thoughts ' from her husband ' s tombstone . weeping r .rs . .Jilkin ,on 

said : "It ought the inscrpition suitable . vly husband meant everything 

to me . The words ' Forver in my thoughts ' are quite true . " And tl~en, 

as an afterthought , she added : "I can ' t afford to remove it as I rare 

only got a pens ion coming in ." 

That , in essence , is the story that came over the Associat ed 

Press service on Saturday ., A seventy- five year old lady w o ·has the 

memory of her husband forev~r in her thoughts is told t hat by putthg 
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those words on his tombstone she is doing something wrong and is 

ordered to remove the words . And her local priest who is responsfie 

for this action says that strong expressions of l<i>:ve or sorrow are 

inappropriate . Inappropriate to what Is it inappropriate for a 

Christian to love strongly or to sorrow deeply? Is it inappropriate 

for a Christian to carry the memory . of such a love forever in his 

or her thoughts? It would seem that this is what the Reverend 

ichardson feels and thinks and it ·would seem that the Church of 

England Court agreed with him. 

I frankly find this whole business almost unbelievable . It is 

of course possible that I have missed some high point of Theology 

or that the Associated ress story lEft out something very importalt . 

But I do not think the latter is true , and if their is some high 

point of theology that I have missed , I should be most grateful to 

anybody who can set L1e right on it . 

At this moment it looks to me quite simply as though some poor 

old lady is being bullied and harassed by exactly the people who 

should be co.mforting her in mind and spirit . And you know , for all 

the faults of its servants , the church , ±E in all its branches , is and 

should be the ultimate comforter . J;. d hounding an o l d- age pensionEr 
late 

for recording that her/husband is is forever in her thoughts seems 
-G'r.?J 

to me lacking in Christian charity : and charity is the greatest of 

" 
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No 612 arliament 1 s Christmas Receis 

1~Ews cor 'l::i:, .i RY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Dec 20 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter brahams speaking 

Good evening : The House of Repr6sentatives rose for the Chr mas 

recess on Wednesday . And as usual when it comes to the ristmas 

adjournment , our parliament was the heart and soul of brot'~erly 

love . eople who , a week ago last Tuesday , were hurling curses at 

each other , were so sweet to each other yesterday that you would 

not have believed they were the same peop l e . 

The Speaker said that he may have been wrong from time to time ; 

that he may have made mistakes , and that even judges sometimss 

misdirect th.emselves . He added that the great thing was to lear n 

from one ' s mistakes . I could not agree more with Hister Speaker . 

Unless we learn from our mistakes , there can be no going f orward . 

nd I think both the peaker and the :ouse must learn that in tod s 

Jamaica the sort of behaviour that t ook place -in arliament a week 

ago last Tuesday does not impress any more . ve expect a certain 

s tandard of behaviour from our leaders and if they fall below that 

standard they must expect criticism . If t~ey learn this important 

lesson then the ugly events of just over a week ago may yet prov e 

to be a blessing in disguise . If , on the other hand , the Speaker or 

any other member of our Farliament tries to silence valid criticism 

then , I am afraid , they wi l l have learnt nothing from last week ' s 

ugly scenes in parliament .. Mister Bpeaker ' s remarks yesterday leail 

me to believe that they have in fact learnt - and tbat is a go a 

thing . 

Al l our embers of arliament , on both sides of the House , a ed 

that this was a great year for Jamaica . In this one single year 

Jamaica~ Nai put the finishing touches to her instruments of 
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independence - which entailed a hi gh degree of joint action by the 

two opposing p~litical parties ., Then , with everything set and the 
-

date for independence selected , J amaica went to the polls and ret ed 

the Jamaica Labour arty to power after seven years of eople ' s 

·ational Pai:Jby rule . The came independence and the great celebrations 

And contrary to many dark and g loomy and fearful warnings , there ~-,as 

no trouble . 

l ext t here was the trip to ond.on where Jamaica I s rime :tv!inis!Br 

took his place for the first time at a Common"'1eal th rime Minister ' s 

Conference - and Jamaica ' s free and equal partnership within the 

Commonwealth was formally acknowledged . Jext there was Jamai ca ' s 

election to Hembership of the United Nations Organieation • 

.And here at home we saw the beginnings of a change in the basic 

policies of the country : essentially , the change expresses itself 

in a shift in emphasis . Over the years the wholesale and retail 

distribution sector of the economy had assumed a disturbing importance 

In 1960 it contributed over 40 million pounds to t he gross domestfu 

produc nd in 1961 it contributed over 38 million pounds - and in 

both years it was the biggest single contributor to the Gross wmestic 

roduct . That section of the economy which built nothing and grew 

nothing - tl:-e most unproduc tive section - was the strongest, and 

t his was a serious situation . The shift in emphasis is in fact a 

shift away from this situation . It is al so , in declaration at le 

so far, a shift towards a greater share of what t ere ia for rural 

Jamaica . .And all these things , t,h se that were achieved and t hose 

tl:at are still aims , came to pass in the parliame~tary year that 

that ca:;..e to an end yesterday . It was indeed a great year for our 

parliament . 1 d so let me wish our li . P . s a appy an restful Christmas 

Goodnight . 
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NO 613 Christmas and Animals 

111w11S COH :~: .t-illY 
For transmission on 
Friday Dec 21 at 6 ol5p . m 
1'eter .. bra ians speaking 

Good evening: 'Ihose of you who have been more or less faithful 

listeners of mine over the years since first st$rted these news 

commentaries - beginning elsewhere an then coming here - will 

recall that 1 alwayq talk about Christdas and animals at just 

about this time of the year . So let me try and persua e you again 

to think of the animals as you celebrate your Cbristmc:.s this year . 

Arid .l. think that one of the 1t.ays in ·11hich can think abo 1 1.t the 

animals ::iractically is to make sure tat they do not get frightene 

and terrorised by bangers and squibs tbis year . Ey own J.mpression 

is that thins have improved grea.!,ly bout this sort of thing . 

Little boys seem to me a deal more thoughtful about tlrowing crackers 

and ba11gers at cats and gogs o .tmd I think parents can with justic e 

take credit for bringing out the dec ent impulses in their youngRte:E . 

I t:,ink - and I have told you so in ~,ast years - that youngsters 

will be only too glad to o the right thing once they ret a leac 

from their parents ~ And you know , it . ls very rarely that you fin 

1:: ttle girls w110 are cruel or tl:.oughtless about animals . I think 

the basic reason for this is that mummy ' s way of ' showing off ' to 

her little daughter is more likely to talrn ~:-ieaceful and gentle fems 

like making pretty thint_;s to ·wear or eat end ceing _::entle with 

creatures . She does not have to impress her child by showing that 

she is skilful in her stone- throwing or in her shooting or in her 

setting of traps . These are the ways in which a father impresses 

h i s son . hese are supvosed t o be t he ' masculine 1 ways . And so it 

is that thi s business of trying to be a man ' s man will lead both 

man and boy into c.c.,::,J of cTuelty to animals , not because they mean 
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to be cruel but because they feel this is the way a man ' s man is 

supposed to behave . I have seen a great decline in this attitude 

over the past five years or so . But some of this attitudie still 

remains • .And I think women can help greatly to put a stop to it . 

If they make it plain to their menfolk - bot:C1 their grown- up menf 

and their little menfolk - that thete is nothing ' soft ' or ' cissy ' 

about being gentle to anim ls I am sure this will help greatly . 

'.iost of the cruelty is not intentional •. It ic casual and thougt.tl® . 
I 

.nd I think we are all of us guilty of this form of cruelty , both 

with each other and with animals . The big clifference is that while 
talk back at us . 

we can tall: back at each other, the anLnals cannoi/. nd so it is 

up to us to thinlr for them in a way that we ao not have to tl ink for 

each other. 

Finally, I would like you to think about the Jamaica Society 

for tb.e .?rever..tion of Cruelty to Animals and of the .Animal Hospital 

and Clinic . Between the first of April 1961 and the 31st of Larch 

of tlis year the .Animal Hos.t--1ital took care of a total o:' 9,913 

creatures that need sorne sort of c linical treatment • .Nearly two 

ti:"JOusand ani.nals had to be ke.:;t in t:1e hospital; nearly fifteen 

hundred had to be destroyed; and the ambulance had to co out of c 

~early two - thousand five hundred times . dover seventy- fi~e per t 

of this had to be done free of c~arge . And the Society gets only 

fourteen hundred pounds a year from the government as a grant . So, 

the Society and the Hospital are always broke . So why not send a 

C:tristmas gift to the animal Iospital at 115 Jpanieh Toun Road, 

Kingston 14 . That woull be a truly Christian gesture . Goodnight . 
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l,o 614 Christ ks and Courtesy 

.... ..: .. b COlJ.u.1...,. T Y 
For transmission on 
Saturday :Dec 22 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter l:1..brahams speaking 

Good eveni~g : I have , during t.r1is week , Hatched as the pace 

of everything quickened . And I have noticed that people are drlvirg 

faster and seem less willing to [ive ,-ray to anybody else on the 

roads . .Te have already llad a number of nasty accidents resulting 

in death and tragedy and heartaches . And unless we take it easy 

we are likely to have more disaster on the roads . So , please e:ive 

RR:st and let somebody filter into the traffic line . They are probably 

just as anxious as you to get somewhere . bove all , please be 

charitable if somebody is in the wrong . If they are in the wrong 

accidentally , t~.ey will appreciate you:n cl ari tableness: if they 

are in the \·Jrong intentionally , your charitable attitude may shame 

them into better behaviour next time , And please look out for 

people on cycles and people on foot wlo are trying to cross roads . 

The fact that they are not in cars does not mean that they are any 

less human or any less entitled to consideration . Anc if you have 

had a little too much to drink , take i.t rasy . Let so ebody else 

drive you . Or , if you have no driver vrith you then pull up on the 

side of the road and take a rest; it raight clear your head and it 

may r.11ake all the difference between a happy Christmas and a tragic 

one . I know that when you have had a few too !'.W.ny you always feel 

tl'.'at you can cope : this again is part of that thou5htless masculire 

vanity and I am as guilty of it as anybody else - so please , be 

careful anr-=i_ suspicious of tnat spirit of confidence 1vhen you ' ve 

had a few too • many . So , in order to make it a truly happy Christmas 

1 hope all motorists will be c reful and courteous with 0 ach other. 

Eut this does not apply to motorists only G .. ill truckr:1.en 
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who park their truclrn on highways at nights please make sure that 

there is some sort of parking light. Very many Jamaicane have been 

killed or maimed because some thoughtless truck driver has parked 

his truclr in darkness on a highway because he ,,ranted to save a little 

battery power or a little kere sene oil. Is it really worth risking 

one life for the sake of a little battery power or kerosene oil? 

I don ' t think so . So will all truckdrivers all over Janaica take 

thought for their fellowmen this Christmas season . 

And will cyclists p l ease stop riding three and four abreast :in 

bus' and heavy traffic . I have seen cyclists behave as though their 

intention was to cause an accident . le h~ve enough accidents wit 

out this sort of meanness . And those silly- clever young mEN cyclis!B 

who weave in and out of heavy traffic and think they are smart when 

the overtake on the wrong side - I should like them to pause and ·· 

think . They are not only playinG with their ·own lives but with other 

people ' s lives as well • 

.And I hop~ e people on foot will stop this business of delibe e1 

forcing cars to swerve dangerously close to oncoming traffic because 

they will not step out of the road . This is the most foolish form 

of shmving off that I know and 1 t has often ended in grief . 

I lmow that the tempers of shoppers and shop- assistants will 

be getting very frayed round about now •. and 1 t is at ti□8s like this 

that good manners, that courtesy separates us from the 101:-E:r order 

of animals . The hallmark of civilised living is to be able to sbow 

self - restraint and self - control under pressure . 

us . Let us r espond like the cmvilised peop l e we 

courteous to each other . Goodnight . 

The pressure is on 

are : let us be 
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. .;.,,IS COL ~T.d.J.·ff 

l) Th2 
?) To 

?or tr~ns~ission on 
Monday Dec 24 at 6 . 15p . rn 
~eter Abrahams speakine 

Chr-istmus 
11 u~n of 

Rate 

Gooa evening: Th s morning ' s ne s about the number of traffic 

accidents we have had in Jamaica so far is very alarming . When I 

said this to, a fr,iend he shrugged an sai : "No man , it ' s only 

seventeen or so odd accidents w th about a ozen people . ~obo y ' s 

been kille yet . Yoµ can ' t expect Cr..ristmas to go by w thout an 

accidents ." 

I think my frien expressed a pretty general ppinion . He are 

bound to have a few acci ents; let us hope that they are not too 

serious . The only thing that is wrong with this point of vi.ew is 

th. t the accl ent rate is in fact very serio s already . Seventeen 

acccidents seem a very small number, especially when you hear about 

the three hundred ace .de~ts in the United States so far; and es)ecialzy-

hen you hear that the American authorities escribe this as a new 

low for accidents during tbe Christmas period . But let us look at it 

a little more closely and see what our 0 eventeen means as against 

America ' s three hupdred accidents . The United Stat es has a pt,pulc1tion 

that is somehwere in the region of two - hun red million people as 
/ 

' 
against our one million- six- hundred thousand ond people . So , in the 

American context NE!XXZ there has been one an one - thir accidents for 

every million Americans there are . In Jamaica , on the other han , 

and. using our om population as the yardstick, we have ha slightly 

more than one accident for every one hun red thousand people we have . 

In other words , while the Americans have ha one and one- third accide 

per million people,so far , we have had a little over ten accidents 

per million people so far . Usin~ these fi 'res , the proportionate 

picture is that so far over the Christmas peri Ja,naica has had 
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seven and a half accidents for every one accident n the United States 

So please do not dismiss this accident b1 siness . The rate is terrible ; 

an only you and I , the people who use the roads , can bring it own . 

Christ ,1as should be a joyuous and peaceful an creative time , not 

a time for massive slaughter an dama eon our roa s . So please , 

take care a md make this a truly happy Christmas . 

And talking about a happy Christmas , the l atest issue of Time 

Magazine carries an artic l e which shows how far so many of us have 

departed from t he true spirit of Chri_stmas . ·Under the heading: The 

Blight Before Christmas , the paper talks about t he strains and stres ee 

the average .American family faces just before the gr.eat day . It begins 

with these words : "Beginning a out Thanksgiving , family quarrels 

become fiercer , relations with ielatives become more strained , 

tradesmen assume a forced friendliness , and the dispenser of holiday 

cheer begins to feel there is not an honestly cheery face to be 

found anywhere . u And ten it t3oes into detail: about tbe money cpent, 

about keeping up with the Joneses , and the mounting enzied rnsh 

that ens up in debt , in hot tempers , in bitterness - and , for the 

little children, in a mental state called Santa Claustrophobi , wen 

screaming youngsters are forced to sit on the knees of beery commerciru 

father Christmases .• • This is not the true spirit of Chr stmas . The 
· c rcle: 

true s pirit of Christmas is to be foun in the quiet family ~ix i 

in the peacef ul family atmosphere, where the little children are the 

most important . For , above all else , Ohr stmas is the celebration 

of the birth of the little ch ild , Jesus Christ . It is the day of 

children and o peace to men of goovlwill . Goodnight . 
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No . 616 
Chri s tmas Day. 

NEWS COMJVIENTARY 
' For transmi s sion on 

Tuesday Dec . 25 a t 6 015 p . mo 
Pe ter Abr ahams spe aking 

Good evening : As usual I take my Chr i s tmas Commentary f rom the 

Bible o The f i r s t passage is from Luke Chapter 2 :- And it c ame to 

pass in t hose days , tha t t here wen t out a de cree from Cae sar Augustus , 

tha t all t e world should be t axed o An d t his t axing was firs t made 

when Cyrenius was gover nor of Syr ia . And all went to be taxed , every 

one i nto hi s own city. An d Joseph a l so went up from Gali lee , out of 

the city of Nazareth, in t o Judae a , unto t he city of David , whim is 

called Bethlehem ; be cause he was of t he house and line age of Davi d . 

To be t axed with Jl. ary his e spoused wife , being gr e a t with chi l d. And 

so it ws. s , t ha t , whi l e they were there , t he days wer e a ccomplished 

t hat she should be deliver e d. And she brought fo r t h her fi r stborn 

s on , an d wr apped him in swaddl ing clothes , and l aid him i n a man ger; 

b~au s e there was no room in the inn . And t here were in t he same 

country shepherds abiding in the ~ield , keeping wa tch over t he i r f lock 

by night ., And l o the ange l of t he Lord c ame upon them , and the glory 

of t he Lord shone round about them: and t hey were s ore afr ai do And 

t he an gel sai d unto t hem, Fear not : for , behold , I br ing you go od 

tidings of grea t joy , which shall be to all· ,people . For unto you is 

born thi s day in the city of David a Sa'V'.iiour, which i s Christ t he Lor d. 

And thi s shall be a s ign unto you ; Ye shall fin d t he bc be wr apped in 

swaddling clothe s lying in a manger .. And suddenly there was with the 

an gel a multitude of the he avenly host praising God , an d s ayi ng , 

"Glory t o God in the hig he s t, and on earth pe ace , good wi l l toward 
p~ 0 ~ i+..L /- ,;.11~.._, -v..-l-~(,L,t:.t •l{?~-to~.,i ~~ 

men" <> . The second passage i s from 1 Cori n t hians 13 :- ~ hough I speak 

wi t h t he tongues of men and of an gels , and h ve not charity, I am become 

as s oun din g br ass, or a tinkl ing s cymbal . And t hough I have the 

gi ft of pro phe cy , and un uer st 1d all my s ter i e s , and all knowledge 
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and though I h ve all faith , so th t I c ould remove moun t ains , and 

have not charity, I am nothing . And though I bestow all my goods 

to feed the poor , and though I give my body to be burned , a.nd have 

not charity, it profi te~h me nothing . Charity suffereth long, and 

i s kind; charity envie th. not; charity vaunteth not itself , is not 

puffed up , doth not beh~ve itself unse emly, seeketh not her ovm, ·is 

not easily provoke d, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, 

but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all thin gs , believeth all things, 

hopeth all t hings , endureth all things . Charity never f ai lath : 

but whether ther e be prophecies, they shall f ail; whether there be 

tongues they shall cease; . whether there be knowledge , it shall 

vanish awayo For we know in part , an d we prophesy in parto But 

when that which is pertect is come, then tha t which is in par t 

shall be done away . When I wa s a child , I spake as a child, I 

under stood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a 

man I put away childish things . For no w we see through a glass 

dar.kly; but t hen f ace to f ce: now I know in part; but t hen shall 

I know even as also I am kn oWJ;l. And no w abideth f aith , hope, 

charity, t hese three; but t he gre test of these is charityo 

May I wish a l l of you a warm and happy and pe aceful Christmas . 

Goodnight . UWI M
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0 617 Boxing Day 

l{EdS COUMEL TA.RY 
For t ransmission on 
\·Tednesday Dec 26 at 6 . 15p . m. 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I hope_that you have all had a peaceful , restful 

and happy Chr i stian Christmas . And by Christian I do not mean simpl y 

in the spirit of the Qir1stian Church : that is important , but,t 

I am willing to stick out my neclr far enough to say that the xk1inr:Elll 

Christian Church does not always reflect the tr e spirit of Christ 

at all times . So , when I say I hope you have had a true Christian 

~ Christmas , I exclude nobody because Christ Hi mself excluded nobody: 

He did not exlude the Jew , indeed he was a goo Je.w h i mself . And by 

his example I am convinced that he would not exclude the Huslim , 
Bhuddaist 
Buhddaist or even the straie;ht unbeliever . Any1.rny , let us get awe.y 

from possible argument o I hope _yesterday was a really goo day and 

that the younssters have had great fun . 
w1~ich is p.S long as w 

Ours was a very peaceful day . For the last sixteen( years my 
. • i I\ 

wife and I hare made it a rule always to spend Chr stmas at home . 

\Jhen the children came the rule assumed the character of an unbreakabl 

custom . 'When I have been on working trips, I have always hurried 

back to be at home for Christmas Day . Because for any Christmas 

morning to break without the entire fa-.1ily having. breakfast around 

the lighted Christmas Tree and then opening the Christ~as presents 

would be unthinkable . For us , the coming together of the fa~ily 

at Christmas iP in fact the spirit of Christmas . And so it was 

yesterday . And I hope it ,, as so for you too. ut for r:iany of you 

t~is w 11 not be so . 

In my years in the West Indies I have noticed tlet t 1e:re L 

c1 great dea of visiting cone on Cbristn1as iay . Families and 

individuals move from one liome to another and sort of make the 
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rounds on Christmas Day . I have now grown us_ed to it . But I was 

surprise when I first encountered this because in both Europe an 

the Christian parts of .Africa C~iristmas was a day v hen people stayed 

at home o The only time they go out is to so to Church . 

The g y for outings is today , Boxing Day . For me , as child in 

Africa , Christmas was ali ays a quiet and rather solemn religious day . 

And Boxing ay was the great day of joy . 

I still remember vivi ly the pre- dawn waking on Boxing Day 

an t e f Ra.li'f I 6 p e'p.a.M'f] cH:Ul for the great outings . T 1e women who 

seem never to go to sleep would be busy baking and packin3 food • 

.And I ',ms always impressed by the act that the men seemed t take 

or ers from the ·-romen with an unac1_ stomed hu□ili ty and fetched and 

carried as they were ordered to by t1.e women . An then , round about 

half Jast four on Boxing ay morning , laden with ba lrets -of food and 

drink we woul a11 true. e to huge waitine: busses and make the long 

journey out of the city slums to green places beside rivers and 

there would be music and dancing and feasting and singin an nlaying 
811, 
MM:k:±i: the long day • .And I still remember how quickly Boxing ay 

ah ays seemed to pass . And this is the vmy it wdru.1 be in parts of 

Africa to ay . An you know , _twill be like this in parts of 

Jamaica too - but i~ not , it seems to me, to the sa~e extent that 

it ,-;as in the ,. frica of my childhood . But perhaps I am being 

sentimental . If I am I am not ashamed.: Boxing ay .as always been 

the same thin as great fun for me . So , in that spirit, and i,rith 

all my very best wishes , a Happy Box to all of you . Goooni,..,.ht . 
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No 618 The c.:..rcus 

NEWS COMHEi\:TARY 
For transmiss i mn on 
Thursday wc 27 at 6 . 15p .m 

E.ter .. brahams s eci.:'t'"·· 115 

Good evening: '.le went to the cir us yester ay - al fi Ve of 

11 s, :nummy , d cldy an the three c iil ren . It would not have been the 

same thing if we ha not all gone: tbe whole point about going to 

the circus id that it sbould e one as a family thing . It is never 

all tr·~at it should be if mummy and ad y are not with the i s . 

Anyway , v1e spent the morning and early afternoon n traditional 

Bo, ing ay fc1ei1ion by visiting friends 'lnd then we went to t e five 

o ' clock sho r. A:rii1 for tHo ·wona erful ana rlor ous r-ou s we were part 

of the two - t},ousand od :Jeople who were transporte into t 1~e fairy­

tnle world of high excitement and great a,vent 1re . 

But before I mention sorrie of the actE , let me tell you a ittle 
• 

about this circus because it is rst11er different from the circ11ses 

ue are used to. This one is o three - · nge circus: this means that 

trere are trree rings in which trree ifferent acts are going on at 

the same time . All the circuses which we have had in Jamaica int e 

past have had one ring only , so that all our attention tras concentrot 

on one rj_nr.; and one performa11.ce • .Tith this one t ere were four times 

when everybody ' s attention was so divided bet~een what w~s going on 

in • ine: One an Ring T:tiree that niany youngsters were tterl confused 

tryirw to keep up with two thin~s at t1-'e san°e time . 11t after e ,r,i e 

they rot used to t~is an the three - ringed circus became an exciting 

and fast - moving affair t cra~ming more acts into the time than the 

one - ringed circus can . Of couree. for all the big acts t ey sed 

only the centre. ring and ti·ielve out of the sixteen acts , ere in the 

centre ring, and all of us watched these wit~out any ~istractions . 

~ a now for the acts themselves . It a.11 began quietly enouch 
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with impressive and skilful but rather tame acts on ladders in two 

of the t~ree rings . But as soon ae that was over we were treated 

to the lion act with Captain Eddy and the African lions snarling 

at each other - and we were really gone ! · e were in a tense , excitin 

and daneerous world with one man in a cage full of wild beasts . 1, Ext 

ca·ne excitement of a different kind: first, ladders swinging hie;h 

a ove our heads e.nd then IIadeleine Geraldo , graceful and strong and 

lovely and floating hich above us doing the ,nost amazinf" things on 

the flying trapeze . By this ti~e tbings were really moving fast 

and you could measure it by the quickene way in which yo1ngsters -

an d oldsters - m]m: ~ munched their 0opcorn or candied apply or floss 

or wl1at you will - in a sort of mesmerised way . And believe me , I 

as a part of all t his . 

Every now and then the clowns or the elephants or t he ' only 

trained Hippopotamus in the world ' brought P moment of .laughter and 

relief from the tension . One such moment was gloriously fille wit~ 

laughter as t he _,. ..... ..,, - year - old little Canestrelli boy , who was part 
sumrnersa1 1 t 

of the family Trampoline act , ditl a bouncing E XXNiX and brought 

the entire house down . But these were brief moments of relief and tbe 

tension soon returne with the daring Trapeze act of the f l ying 

Geraldes an the high swinging perch , and the Rola Bola and the 

really nerve- wrecking high wire act by theJor ans . No won er we 

were all a bit limp and azed when the performance ended . 

And to show you what a really great success it was we had a 

rou_gh time at home t his morning persuading our youngest one not to 

rig up a piece of wire and try to walk along it . She now wants to 

do the walking on a thin strand of wire act: and we are all on guard . 

Goodnight . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



:,o 619 1) The Entl. of ' White Africa ' ? 
~ .efw; £ : it::_; a "" 2 'iirli f'rj c ?J t' t 

J\ E,·fS COllNEJ:TTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Dec 28 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Because it broke just a few days before 

Christmas , a very important piece of news out of Africa has gone 

almost unnoticed: and yet , as far 2.s I am concerned this is oobably 
I 

the most impor tant piece of ne1-1s to co~e out of Africa in 1962 . So, 

let us 50 back and give this p iece of news the fu l l value it deserv es . 

A few days before Chr dl s t mas Mr . R.A. But l er, the 3ritish Home 

Secretary , NID!IMNZE~ who is also the IIinis t er in charge of Central 

African affairs , announced almost casually that the British Gover nment 

had decided to allow Nyasaland to secede from the Central Afr1can 

Federation of the two ::?.hodesias an Nyaaaland . And then bedlam broke 

out in both Lon on and Central Africa . Sir oy 11elensky , the Prime 

unister of the Central African Federation , accused the British 

Government of t reachery to t he w:iite people of Central Africa; he 

said that the British Government had an army stationed in Kenya with 

the specific intent ion of forcing Britain new decisionon the settler ; 

and t hen he declared t rat the settlers would fight if necessary . 

In London reaction was just as violent and the diehard Tory 

.1.frican Lobby of which Lord Salisbury is such a powerful and eloquent 

leader , sounded even more shocked and horrified and bitter than Sir 
I.,~ ,111 

Roy \·le lensky . Some of you may still remember that it was just ~ 

~~ yec.r~ ago t hat Lord Salisbury unl eashed a savage attack on Mr Ian 

:,.f6Leod who was then Colonial Secretary . The reason for that bitter 
t 

attack was an attempt to forestall what has now happened . I to l 

you at the time that t he whole affair was extraordinary and the r ason 

for it was equally extraordinary . 
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ord Salisbury was possibly the most powerful single personali ty 

in British conservative politics : he was the senior Conservat ve 

].Unister in the House of Lords until he res gned because of •r1• at 

he described with such bcht t er savagery a s ~1r . Macleod ' s ' indecent 

haste ' to sell the British empire and the white settlers of Eas t and 

Central Africa dovm the drain . 

What was at stake was whether these territories were to continue 

to be dominated by the white settler miru, tti s s or whether the 

African majorities were ulitr:J.ately to take contro l . And both Sa l isbury 

~nd 1N'elensky knew that the greatest safeguarcl to cont inued settler 
· and federated 

rule was a centralised/settler government under the protection of 

the present , loaded federal constitution . As long as the Centra l 

Af.,..,ican Federation could continue under its present constit tion , s o 

long would the white set tler minorit ies remain in )Olitical contr_ol . 

It was for this reason that both were so bitterly opposea- to the 

secession of iyasaland . They knew that if Nyasaland seceded it wou l 
the .\fricans of 

be only a matter of time before/Northern Rhodesia would emand a 

greater share of power and then withdraw from the Fe eration ., ow , 

all that Salisbury and Welensky feare has come to pass . 

Ana what all this means is that the Britisb Government bas now 

abandoned the so - called concr-pt of ' partnership between the races ' 

which meant that about a million white settlers ha nore political 

power than something in the region of twenty million Africans . ma 

this in turn means that it is only a matter of time before East and 

Central Africa will cease to be regar ed as ' ','hite Africa 1 • A..YJ.d this 

in turn means that tl-.e bastion of ' 1-rhi te supremacy I in Afr ca has 

shrunk fantastically in the closing days of 196 • Goo night 
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:ro 620 Years End.: T½e Interfletional Scene 

:i.L.c, ·TS COM! • ', T.tRY 
For transmission on 
Scturday Dec 29 at 6 . 15p . m 
Pete r Abraharis speaking 

Good evening: There is tonigl•t and 

then we will bi& goodbye 
e.. 

for~ver to 1962 . 

too, but as far as these commentaries are 

there is !onday night and 

here is~~ course Sunday 

concerned there is only 

tonight and !onday night . So let me devote tonight to a quick survey 

of the highlights of 1962 on the international scene; and let me 

devote Honday night to a similar survey of the highl ghts of the 

local scene over the past t r,-.relve months . 

I think the t hree most dramatic events of 1962 am the internat oni 

scene were : First , the Cuban crisis; second , the Communist Chinese 
attack on third 
i N:SX!i§: .f India; and x R, the split between comm nist China and 

the Soviet Union . I thin that of all that happened over the past 

twelve months , the se three events are the mosts gnifica.nt because 

they will have the greatest bearing on the shape of the future . 

So let us try to p inpoint the mos t significant aspect of each 

of these events . The Cuban crisis - over an~ above everythin e lse -

marks a turning point in the psychological attitude of both the 

United States and the rest of the non- Communist worl to t,Hb myt.n of 

boviet political invin cibilityo Before the Cuban eris s all th s f 

us ho are brutally honest. wii:,n ourselves will a mit that we somehow 

felt that the Russians were bound town, that the American were 

bound to step own at the last minute and communism Till score yet 

another victory . If the Americans dug n their heels , we felt, it 

was bound to end up in war , becau.se , let us be f ank about it , we 

just did not en ertain the possibility of the ::t11ssians stepping down . 

:That we - an so much of the rest of the world had in fact done was 

to invest the ussians with almost superhu□an q_uali ties . -t;Q1r";aL.~ 
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An this business ofmakinp; supermen out of the Russians as in fact 

b,en one of the gr eatest psychological weapons of Soviet policy . 

They have nursed an, fostered it with care: that is why you o not 

hear or r ead about Russian failures . The failures are suppresse and 

hidden because supermen can make no mistakes . You only hear an read 

about the s'Jectau.ular successes and the myth of the super!!len rows . 

Now , because the ussians had to bacl,;: down in the Cuban confront ­

ation , the myth is dyi ng . Like all myths , it is taking a little time 

to die - but it i s dying o And I think the effects of the death of 

this supermen myth wil l have far reaching effects on world politics 

in the months and year s ahead . If you agree wi t h me that the beginnil13 

of everything is thought then I have said enough about this: if you 

think you are dealing with fallible mortals rather than with in!'allibJ.e 

supermen tbe effect on your thoughts and actions arc lilrnl? to be 

revolutionary . So for me thie is the really big thing of 1962 . 

In a sense the Chinese attack on India ha also had this thought 

provoking effec t . The myth that all any Afro - Asian country has to 

do is to be neutral \-1ith a rather heavy bias in f vour of the CO'"'l'I:ln s' 

has been exploded forever . India 1; as in eea the symbo l e.n . personifico 

of this brr.nd of neutral i sm and India was savage'$-y attacked - and 

it was the so - called v.'icked Anglo - American imperaalists who came to 

Ler aid . I think we are going to see great an permanent chane_-es in 

Afro -Asian attitua 'because of this . Fin'lly , the f 11 out between 

Russj a an China l1as shovm , to use a classic Larxist phrase , that 

t he contradictions within communism are greater in the second half of 

the tuentiett. century than a.re those, ithin capitalism . So I s1,ould 

say that in 1962 the most signifcant thing was the eeries of x 

psycholocical defeats s~ ered by communism al l over the world . 

Goodnigrt . 
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1 Years 1 2 End : The Local Scene 

NID./S OM~ E1 T1,RY 
For transmission on 
l~nday Dec 31 at ~ . 15p . m 
Peter AbrahamE speaking 

·Good evening: What are the really significant events of the 

year tlat is now dying? I think that two events stand out above all 

others: first , the coming of independence on August 6th; and second , 

t~e General elections of April 10th 9 

If you want to isolate and separate these t 1.vo events , then tri e 

corning of independence was un oubtedly t e lJlO SV significant event of 

this or any other :year since er:-iancipation . Indeed, Atguet fith , 1962 , 

marKed the high point in the three- centuries - cl~ hictory of Jamaica . 

Independence is a once only thin£ in tlJe history of a people . An 

that one .=:reat r110:nent came in the year that x:.s:xN wx y;· n~ will die et 

midnight tonight . So , if not~ing else happened in 1962 , tbot one 
\ ~ tG- "---i ~ ._.__. 

single event woulrl bave still made ~ t t ' re greatest cardlc c~;c.-it. -±n 

modern Jamaican history . 

But sometring else of significance did happen: the people of 

J~~a ca , and specifically t~e peo~le of r ral Jarnaice , went to t4e 

polls an turned out a stable , e~perienced and corrcpetent overnment 
new 

and re)laced it by a/gover nment w lie', we1s supy-.ose not to hove t e 

know- bow , experience or abil:ity and talent to run a conplex I'.lodern 

stete . ,nhe new govPrnment took over en notring i aastrous or tragic 

happened . ?-:ore important , the myt1; t:bat onl y one party real l y had 

.the a~ility to rule was exploded for goo • ~o.ay , we do in fact rave 

in Janaica a r"'asona, ye fective government - no matter wrich part:r 

is in po •rer - and 9. reasonably effective al tern a t i ve government . An 

this , I t½ink , is sowethi ne of vitel iu~ortPnce fr the hea l th of the 

society an 

Let us 

for f e future o.f' cJ.er•'ocr?c:· in ,,.cr1a ce . 

face , 'e~ore the lost elections t~ere were 
I\ 
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,lo felt that the P .N.P . was the only party that could possibly 

form an effective government , or even a progre sive gover nment . And 
many of 

so , even tl--·ough they did not like/ :ii:i. the f eatures o P .N . _ • policy 

they felt constraine to support the P .N.P . because there seemed no 

positive and creative alternative to i t. In fact this attitude 

became so prevalent in the Corporate Area that the P .N.P . itself 

began to be li eve that there was no alter native to P .N.P . rule and 
s~owe~ itsrl_ in some of the 

this led to a certai rrogance which J([ KXRX~ REE N.Xi: Kcmi'.RXO[fXXkre 

P .. P . slogans , as well as in the confident predi ct16n that the wil 

be bac~ in eighteen months 1 time . 
and is not 

But the P .N . P . has now been sbovm that it was not/tbe only 

possible govern□ent . And we do not hear any more talk toaay about t he 

P . 1' . • P . being back in eighteen months . I think the J . L . P . can fairly 

regard this as an importAnt ~sychological victory . i ±izisdt I 

· ~ource of a 111 ty one 1'li·sa 
• .1.~ .1 . no r kno r<:< t _at it i_ not the only/ Rb :i xm1xxux h: the 

J . L .P . now knows trat it t o c?n r 1Jle . An we, the mass of the people, 
now 

/knovr that we can cr.ange our government without everything falling apm"ti 

And this, you kno'11 , if going to 'TicJ .e world of a1~rererce . I think 

tl1a t as a result -re c n looli;: forwar to a r:1ore humble and r"" c~pti ve 

P .:~ .I . in t:be months an years ahead: n I tr::n c that witb confirlence 
-nc'l tolerant 

the J . L .P . is likely to beco~e a eal ~ore fle~ible/end might well 

surprise all of us by its radical approach to urgent sociril problems . 

I think it has alrea y surprise many people . An so to sum up: 1962 

saw, in the general elections and in the coming of i~ ependence , the 

full flowering of the politica r-iaturlty of the Jamaican people and 1 
their institutions . Goodnight. 
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