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“No 492 ~ National Savings Bonds

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Wednesday August 1 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

_Good evening: From tomorrow morning any one of us can go into
any bank anz where in Jamaica and buy a Nationél Savings Bond for
one pound, The Bonds cost a pound apiece and each ne njwill be
free to buy as many or as few one pound, five pqu oy ten pound
Bonds as we like, If anyone wants Bonds in u<5§§ of fifty or a
hundred pound Bonds, these can be had fro? ank of Jamaica., Bonb
in 21l the other denominations can be'gsf' om any commercial bank -

anywhere in Jamaica., All you hav is go into a bank and say

you want to buy National Savings B . The people ab the bank will
gilve you one or more applicati§§\§6}ms and will help you to fill

e%; your one pound and they will give

nd. So that part of it is very simple.

them out. You then give

you your Natlonal Sawdn

The an a\g‘is simple and clear: the government hopes by the
sale ofq}a al Savings Bonds, to raise a fair amount of the money
thatewe ed for development purposes right here in Jamaica, Some of
you may remember that Just before the government mission went to
Washington and London, I discussed the prospects of their raising
development money. I told you then that 1f we approached any outside
agencies for assistance for development, these people are likely
to ask how much we ourselves have invested in our own development.
And I told you that the answer to that would be: very little indeed,
I also told you that those people were mosﬁ likely to say: Let us_

see you help yourself and then come to us for‘pelp. For this reason,

I told you, I did not think we would .get mﬁchvgrant‘money for

-



development purposes, But I also said I did not think we would have

quﬂiﬂ*much difficulty getting money to borrow, provided oub terms were

acceptable, Well, this is how it has turned out. Be did not get much

grant mbney 80 now we have to resort to raising loans for developmen t,
; : =

But loan money has to be paid'back and with interests, so 1t will -
obviously suit the national economy to ralse as muc his money |
aé we need from right here in Jamaica. And so th vernment has "
deVised this'National Savings Bonds scheme w a présent
maximum target of five million pounds., So :Efrst reason why you
should buy these Savings Bonds is to in Jamaida's developmenp.“
The second reason 1is because ry pound you invest, you S

- stand a chance of winning a big 5&\\' rize, If you by a one pound v

Bond tomorrow you can change it next day and get your pound
back, But if you leave yqur pound for three months you stand“a.
+" ﬁ cbance of winning a-fi ze of one thousand pounds, a second s

e S LR

prize of two hund e fifty pounds, a third prize of one hundred

‘v

pounds, a four e of fifty pounds or a fifth prize of twenty-five
\

pounds. The rst¥draw will take place early in December and then

every mon ter that. And if you leave your one pound in, you hh?e

a c cayevery month., And you have as many chances as the number of
bonds have, Of course, you do not get any interest on your Bonds.
Instead you have a chance to win one of these blg prizes every month
Those are the detalls of the_ National Savings Bonds scheme, It -
gives you a chahce to save and at the same time your savings help
monthly
Jamaica's development as well as giving you a/chancé to win one of _

five big money prizes. So I suggest that you go to your nearest bank

tomorrow morning, put down your pound and get your National Savings
= and safe-

e
Bond certificate. It is an excellent/investment both for yourself

and for Jamaica, You can t Jlose, and both you and Jamaica, can gain
much, Goodnight. ~ :

s z \ c -



No 493 1; Last Emancipation Day ‘Holiday
2A i
%)Follow-up to Exploitation of Symbols

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Thursday Aug 2nd at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

.Good evening: On Monday I spoke about the use and exploitatim
of our national symbols for strictly commercial purpoges. I am very
pleased to tell you that the response to what I s <:§§,very strongly
against this practice, Many people got in touc\\\tt me to express ‘
their anger and some of them told me that t phoned some of

the rum companies to express thelr anger abuse of the national
motto. This is a very good thing beca public opinion makes it

E .
clear that we will not stand for t t of thing, the peoplewwho

advertise will be a lot more c@ about how they use our national .

symbols in their drive for sales,
But because I did n %the company concerned - I told you

that you could find & dvertisement for yourselves in Saturday's

dalily paper = so e have protested to the wrong rum company.-
on Jduegagay

As a result,/I WBegdived a letter from Mr, Ken McDonald, the Sales

Manager of ’*Qey and Nephew Ltd, This is Mr, McDonald's letter:

» Abrahams: It has beén brought to my attention by

IERRERXNAEXNEIkkERxanxEnrgdayy afternoon referred to J.Wray and
Nephew Ltd, and the special Independence 'Appleton Specilal' label
which we have brought out to commemorate Jamaica's Independence.
I would be grateful if you could, in an early future broadcast, take
steps to alter this impression."

Well, let me make it quite clear that I was not referring to
the Wray and Nephew label., Their label did no vio}ence to the

national Coat-of-Arms or to the national motto. They printed the
Coat-of-Arms exactly as it 'is, and they did not monkey around with
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~the national motto. They did not turn it into: Out of Maﬁy, One Runm,
I think their label is a dignified commemoration of Jamaica's
independence, in much the same way that you mxg have commemoraﬁion
Cups,for_school children. S0 it was not Wray and Nephew I was
referring to. So please stop cussing oﬁt Mr. McDonald and his firm,
They are not the culprits, 6

The good thing 1is that people have reacted & way. I am

very happy about it because it is only when ous public opinion

makes it self felt that we will prevent th tion of such abuses, -

* Yesterday the people of this co id a final farewell to

A

Emancipation Day/ for ever. When comes around next year, we '

wlll celebrate Independence Da» ipation Day was a counting of

personal property. The f

the years since Jamaica man, beca free and ceased to be any man's
a-“%axday of next August will be year one.

in the new period of ry when Jamaica man will have complete andr-
absolute control e shaping of his own destiny. It is a sharp
historical brea that makes for two sets of time: Time past, aid

time future.‘b\‘ let us resolve to say with the poet: 'The past has .
been a blood and sorrow; let 1t not be so for our tomorrow',

We ¢ n count the days and.even the hours to midnight on Sunday.
And 1 am satisfied in my own mind now, that no matter how great the
outward show of rejoicing, the greatest rejoicing of all will be

quiet and inside the hearts and minds of all the small and unimportant
people of this land, They know what it is all about. Aﬁd if there is

a touch of uncertainty mixed with their rejoiéing, thét is a good thin;
Only fools go into the unknown withoﬁt misgivings, And the people of:

Jamaica are not fools, Goodnight,



TNo-uQQ’SLr . Letter from Listner: e
L poas e The 70% Free schelarship Place Debate
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NEWS CQMMENTARY
For transmission on -
August 3 at 6.15p.m

. «'Peter Abrahams speaking.

)

~ Good evening: I think I have told you before that one of the
greatest rewards in this job for gé@is the flow of letters that -I
receivé ;egularly from listenergs,. And I am not Justyt ng of

letters of approval from people who agree with I8ay. I enjoy

a

receiving letters of disapproval and disagre st as much., The

%hing that makes these4letters S0 1mp3¥tan e 1s the fact that

*

*they give me a feeling of intimacy wi steners: it is a sharig

deas, an argueent between

friends. And so preparing and hroad ‘é;hg these commentaries becoms

a warm and friendly}rélatid hig\hfgg 1g;ge numbers of people whose

faces I do not know but fi %se letters I learn a very great deal
qssss; L .

Indeed, very many of sbh commentaries are based on questions askel
by these listener Q

of thoughts th feelings, an e=cha

suggestions they have sent to me. And every
now and then I etter from a listener that either warms my

. heart becau

\ its humanity or because it sheds a bright ray of
n® light on a subject which hasg been confused by partisan;;
tigal views, ‘

A few days ago I received?one such ietter from Mrs, Rosemary
Small of Kingston five, ‘I think there is so much good sense in this
letter, that I should like to read it to you, I am sure Mrs, Small
will not mind if I say that from her letter it is clear that she dii
not have the good fortune to have a secondary education. But I have
come across very few people with a secondary education who think as
clearly and cleanly as she does on one éf our most controversial

education problems today; this problem of the 790% free places for

primary schools, Here is part of Mrs, Small's letter:



"As a Jamaican I think I should have a voice in what is going
on around me, and especially in the affairs of my country. Now, sir,
there is plenty of talk about the percentage of scholarships for

different schools, Of what I gather from the new system,‘the Minister

of Education is looking out for the poor children witheswhich I agree
100%. But at the same time I want to point out the#f m poor children

go to preparatory and secondary schools, The mo f these poor

children are willing to send thelr children mary schools but
when they are sent there the parents find at the child won't
learn, and in that case there is no o ity for that child for

a scholarship. And so such a parex es to work hard to send
that child to a prep school wh re 1s more opportunity. In

not :
these schools if the child Q§\gﬁl he gets more attention, and

the teachers have all the lities to understand the child., 'Some

children need 1ove ection to learn, and some of the teachers
in the primary sc re abrupt. Some people blame the low percertage
of scholarships ted to primary schools on the previous government,

Is it so? W<\f\§he primary schools get the amount of passes for this
70% gr at will happen to these children who don't have a plae
of o i ity? If they go to primary school they wont learn, and.
if they are sent to prep school they will learn but don't get the
chance for a free place, I will say agin plenty of poor children go
to prep schools and their parents do all kinds of odd jobs to keep
them there, On this eve of independence we should think carefully
how we handle education because that is what builds a nation."

That is Mrs. Small's letter, I will not comment on it except
say that our education authorities would profit greatly by putting as
much thought into this mattér as Mrs. Small has so obvliously done.

| ' Goodnight.
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. No 495 ; ~ On the Eve of IngBendence

NEWS CO TARY

For transmission on

Saturday August 4 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking.

Good evening: Tonight I give my last comment?ry in the old
Jamaica, the Jamaica which is a dependent territory zEEEieat Britain.,
When I speak to you on Monday, it will be in a ney’ J a, a Jamaim

e to anybody. ;v

that must make all its own decisions without
We have for a few years now gnjoyed full intewfial"control of all ow
own affairs, but in our relations with e ide wbrld Britain haav
spoken for us. And in other ways Br <} been.fesponsible for

us, If you compare Jamaica to é teriﬁg harbour then you must
compare Britaln to the pilot s ;:E\g that ship safely into harbour,
Well, at midnight tomorrow,vpilot will have done his job and we
will take on the steer the ship. )Sb, in this last commehtary
of mine before indephfehce, I should like to look back a little and
gilve thanks for so 6f the good things that have come out of the

dependent stq{;i. course there were bad things too, a lot of Ehan

v
And it is

siest thing in the world to dwell on those, But this
efer to look on the positive side.-
irst thing for which I want to give thanks is the'peacefdl
and orderly way in which Jamalica enters on independence., The society
is stable. Its citizens walk their land Rr in freedom and with a
basic sense of security in their dignity as men and women, And this
is no small thing. All we have to do is look aroﬁnd at the world
to/see how very different it could have been, The people of the Coro
entered.on their indepndence on a terriblé wave of violence and -
bloodshed and hunger. And at this very moment they have not yet
achieved national unity. And the people of Algeria who only recently

achieved their independence are in a state of uneasy crisis while

\



* .
their leaders are enagaged in a bitter struggle for power, In other

places independence has 1eqﬁto one party rule and those who are in
opposition to the ruling pagiy,are in prison. It could kRhve happened
here and I think we should all be gre&bful that it did not. I think
we should be grateful to Br1£ain for having been a fé;zg;le occupyihg'

power, especially since the nineteen thirties., Shegfcould/have resisted

the pressures of the movement towawds independe her colonial _
powers did. She did not. Instead, the helpe 8 build up the ¢
institutions that make for stable societie haf‘ghn honest, clean
and non-political civlil service that nd to none in the worlgd,

I think the setting up and tréin at civil service is one eof
Brit.ain's greatest contributio 1&he order and stability with
.which we move into indepen c&think we can afford now, at t‘h_is,
eleventh hour to say a ge qSE:tmd sincere thank you to Britain, GBQ
course we would havt:::z n not to be colonials at any stage, if we

had any choice, B e we had to be colonials at a certain point '

in history, bei lonial subjects of Britalin has made the transitibn

easier th i e had been subjécts of any other colonial power.,

&

B course, the greatest 1mpulse'£o freedom came from Jamaim's
own @s and the leaders they threw up in the course of theilr hisbry

It goes back to thg first rebellious Maroons, and to those slaves Wo
kept on revolting and it goes back to George William Gordon and Paul
Bogle and Edward Jordan and Robert Hill and it runs down the years
to Norman Manley and Alexander Bustamante, These are the pioneers -
who have shaped and forged the freedom and indepédmrdence on which we
enter at midnight tomorrow. When the moment strikes and the bonfires
are 1it,.remember them, look back for a moment, and be grateful foP
the kind and the qaalityvof freedom they have forged for this 1slani
Now is the time for reflection and thanksgiving. Goodnight,
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No 496 . The Firstﬁﬁay of.Independepce
P

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday August 6 at 6.15p.m R
Peter Abrahams speaking =

Good evehing: And a great and joyous good morning to you all
on This dawn of ’t;he birth of Independ@nt Jamalca. T%is the first

day of independence, a great day for all those w chemed
and thought and fought for the coming of thi ' d it is also,
from this day onward, the greatest day in th ry of Jamaica. :
So, how did it go? And what will the h o and the citizens of
the future say about this day when back on 1t?

I think the verdict of .hist 1 be that‘it was a peaceful

day: peaceful in mood, peacefu in irit, peaceful in atmosphere.

The years since the second war'have seen a vast number of
countries become indep And I do not think that in any sinsie
one of them has 1n- génce come in such a peaceful atmosphere,

Oh, yes; there wa a ter and there was song, and there was the

mounting exc te as we approached midnight last night. And thls
exciteme open like a glorious flower when midnight came and
Jamai ag went up., But over and above all £h1S'was the spir§£€;=
of p It was there in the great stadium where thousands upon

.thousands of peeple witnessed™the central ceremony; and it was so !
cities and
in all the/towns ~and villages of all Jamaica, I hope all those
people who .prophesied trouble and all those who tried to frighten
others by spreading the rumour of trouble around - I hope they will
take note and be ashamed, And I hope they will learn to have a little
more faith in the good sense and the basic wisdom of their fellow
countrymen. It wes peaceful; there was no trouble anywhere,

Because I wanted to get as much as possible of the mood and

feeling of the péople in the first minutes and hours of 1ndependenaa,

-

Zruy < 7 2 e .-l -i»
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I did not go tb the National Stadium. Insteaé: the whole family
stocked up with warm clothes and things to eat and we went out to
move among the people. And our little seven=-year-old was the most
excitéd member of the family. She had made up her mind that she was

golng to be up to welcome the dawn of an independent Jamaica,

At our village of Red Hills people had starte ring at the s
square as early as eight o'clock. And the same for the peple
¥~§Qing Castle and

of Rock Hall and Padmore and Cypruss Hall ang:ise
Above Rocks and Parks Road and all the ot gsmall places where we
went., And everybody was sober and waiqg any were in churches and
many were on their way to church, @ lights were on and the
séund-systems were ready for the Eﬁ‘i linking up with the stadium,
And then we drove down into Kin s bassing groups of young people
at spots from which they o ook down on the'city when the firework:
started. . And in Kin.st = the housing estapes off Washington
Boulevard, on the. Town Road, around Back=-O-Wall, all over
Kingston, wher went, it was the same. geaceful and expeqtant -
a people wa ‘f the great symbolic moment.,
An e hour approached we drove back into the hills, And?

at our ge all the people had gathered in the square and our .
own si e cerempny, like simiiar simple seremonies through%out
the island began., All Jamalca was jolned together, united in the
same thoughts and feeling, awaiting'the same moment, And I knews
that és long as I lived, I ;ould never forget this(moment. But even 2
more important: I looked down at my little daughter of seven and I  %

saw stars in her eyes. And I prayed that the peace of these first
moments of independence would stay with Jamaica foreeer, that the

stars would always shine in the eyes of its little children,

Goodnight,



No 497 The}ﬁaznnﬂxDay of,independepce.:
' Some Jimpressions
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NEWS COMMENTARY «='

For transm%@n”%n"

Tuesday Aughst % at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking ;
. ' ' -

- : Good evening; Like most of you, I am verzgtired this evening
wﬁamﬁ in no mood ‘for work and the thought of ﬂlving to out to work
sf;e>

tomorrow 1s no a happy one, Like most of, you,*I ha ebrated
w° :

a little too much possibly"%here have been all :
official ones and the very many unofficial o :: e d let us face it,
the wine ofj%;; Spdntry has flowed freely ;: :
Indépendence does not come every day 4
1n the 1ife of aocountry -“and so [

I have had a ball ﬂhd I hope 2 1 of\you have also had a ball. So,

before we settle down to the re 1es of the work-a-day world, let
o . } * v-.‘-‘?—:;i%‘,‘;-

me -try and reoall some o high moments oT .the celebrations for

me., ‘ - :

I think fire remost, I wi;l always remember the children.
ﬁonday m&rn;ng: their time. And our school up in Red HillsAwas
typical of \happened at schools all over the islands. The kids ',
had the s they marched, and then they ate and drank their .
fill@ Just _"co saj_} this 1s to paint a false picture, To-get the
true pictuﬁeAyou have to be there and to see the faces of the childen.,
Littie eyes shine like Etars, little fades light ﬁp in radiant smikae'
and little hands tremble as they receive their independence gifts
and wave their independence flags. Then they show you their indepehaent
buttons énd try but thelr independence pens, often on the palms of
their hands. And then of course, there was the singing of the children
and beautiful

and I know no sound as pure and innocent/as the voices of children

raised in song. I think that apart fromsthat highly significant
momerit at midnight on Sunday, theione that will linger longest 1n‘



my memory 1s that of the children and the pure and unclouded Jojﬁ
with which they celebrated the coming of Jamaica's 1ﬁdependence.
There were other moments that will linger long in my memory.
One of the most important was just before midnight on Sunday when
we found ourselves in a warm and friendly erowd of p le on the
streets, all lisfening to the broadcast from the ai;g;’ It was
at the point where the leaders of all t,hechur'cmg\S yed God's

plessing_on;the nation about to be born. The f the prayers

A Vo So—in i : j
was by s And I en and women not -
2 W L De Mg
bothering to wipe the tears from thei as E&%hop—é%::;;%kis

voice broke with emotion, and alg&\‘p we could nmot see him we all

¥new that tearrs of gratitude fV ng dream fulfilled, and of

hope for the future were r ing ¥9own his face. And we were not\
ashamed of our tears, :

There were oth ents, The moment of meeting the charming
Princess;. t&e me with great and near-great visitors~from
all over the wo ho have come here to celebrate Jamaica's
Independenc \nh us. There was the moment when the fireworks
displa @d. And there was the very long stretch of time when

thg (°] dio stations combined together to MEEXEREXZXENZYX bring a
sense of one-ness to all the people of this island, no matter where
they were. One distinguished visitor came to my home on Mbndgy morring
¥mxx Just to tell me that in a long life time of travelling and
sharing.in celebrations - he had seen practically every African
.1ndependence‘cglebration - he had never seen anything like this, Amd
the thing that:wim most 6f all, he said, was the quiet discidin
~ of-the iamaican people, And because I have great respect for this mn?é
opinion I was proud and happy that he should be so impressed by the |

people of this island. Tomorrow I'll tell you whys So till then,
; . G‘OOdnight. *’Sﬂ
&
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No 498 The People. of Indepndent Jamaica « = MiAéf'f‘:

NEWS COMMENTARY .- .
For transmission on
Wednesday August 8 at 6.15p.m =
Peter Abrahams speaking

" Good evening: When all the ceremonies of our independence
celebrations are over, when bur Royal vistor and all our other
distihguished guests have gone, when the decorat10n4:5:> taeken down
and the coloured lights are put away and we are back in the |
working world of hard realities, how will we ck on these
celebrations? And what will be the opini thgse vistobs carry _.f;
away fxmmxx with them? ; :

I think the over-riding impr these visitors will carry

away ﬁill-be of an orderly, discx\ d and mature people; a people £

-who know the_meaﬁiﬁg"éf freedo \ 1ndepenﬂence. This is no hﬁ
expression of some pious,.p tic home., This is a fact which I :
heard from many of the ttbvzﬁ themselves. Many of them came ii;g
here with only the st notions about Jamafdca, Many of them é F

thought Jamaicanw ust a duplicate of a small African state set

\ =
in the Car ean ‘sea. Others thought 1t was just another kzxk smﬂ;
Latin Anm n country. I even met one or two people who seemed TEEi’f

surpri at we spoke English. And I am sorry to say that I evﬁa

=

heard e visiting journalist sound as though he expected to comr
to some wild and sav age country where half-naked natives live 1n
some sort of Juggée; and practice all the savagery. and Juju nonsen '
that many westerners expect from all dark-skinned people,

| And I am very happy to say that I have watched some of tn9365
people get one shock after another as they came into conteet wiiﬁ*
the Jamaican people at all levels, What I am not so happy abouﬁ'%

is the fact that an American visitor came to me on Sunday morning

to check on whether it would be safe to go to the stadium. Somg '%
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very angry when I l'gard this and I urged my friend most strongly to

go to the stadium. He went. And on Monday morning he phoned me to

say what a wonderful iﬁd inspiring experiencgutikwas. And then he

asked the question I half expected. He wanted tn 0 this

particular Jaﬂaicad.had tried ii;sell his count opta I told him

what I have said very often on this subject.% him that there
t

are stlll a han@ig& of Jamalicans who have hin theéyast el
ma jority of tHelr fellow Jamaicans, H degstood this, ﬁg said the
same sort of diehard# reactionarie ed the same 35§t of attitude*

in his country. The gggd things Q\\\> at this man had proof. positive -
of the maturity a&&abalance of Jamalean people bz watching them

live up to @ high occasiaep. I know he ¥s one of many who will

-

go away and who will ia £’ at the moment of 1ndéppnﬂﬂnqg the

people of Jamaica that they were ﬁhe most mature, that-they

were the:most ally‘sophisticategyfthat they sunderstood the

business ofqdewer ’and the use of power better than any other country

which has me indepéndent eince world war two, More than in all
thosg other countries, democracy and the liberty of the citizen
aré ba on solld foundations, And thls is so because the people
of this societyy nbﬁ Just the leaders, understand thé meaning of :
freedom anq indépendehce. J

And so, in spite of all the problems ahead of us, and the gredgest
of these 1s the poverty among the mass of our people, and for '
democracy to sirvive we must overcome it - in spite of this; my

faith in the future of this country 1s based on the understand and

the wisdom shown in these past few days by all the ordinary &nd

hymble people of this independent Jamaica. Ehﬂﬁiii§:=!§55;55é=baée

 Geebmdd
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. NENHS COMMENTARY
4 For transmission on e
- Thursday August 9 at 6.15p.an 5
: Peter Abrahams .peaking - :
T Good evenlng: ~The Prinme Mihlster's office last, baturday confime 4
the rumquf abouy nr.’gabille usbenhoim 8 ‘appointuent’ ;ghaica ‘s
g first Ambassador to Washington. Thig is: the i
— %o a diplonatic post. A1l the ot~ers - that of !
= f Lendon, that‘of.ur, Zarle Meynier to Qttows «
Richardson tc‘t;57Unité@';atian - allfibes
appolntﬁents; Bu£ §f courée,'>he man W
; nfféiré of the EE4SSJ in
acr rant, sr. Vin aefarlane who
“ “to the wpwuinmuaL “Mba BY.
et"rigL» party roliitle?l 'Thii means that apy tine thef;
418 & change of govery ; &shenheigéaa.moai 1ikely.to iose:hiaj
post..The the oiher hand, are clvll rervants and'éﬁg
-ghange of notiﬁ&ﬁg@g,ﬁo affect ther, 40-07" ‘  w
Soﬁ~r 20 have cx;rersc4 the view that im the eﬁrly stages
‘ ind
; delica t of handling our forelgn relationh, it uip“t be &
= lden for all our ovcrseés representative s to be clvil sr*virts..*
= argue that tncze'cén¢dr civil servants are the only people Nith’r
. -."i'xr?:'cees_ar}; 1".3;- infing and diplomatic skills that are needed forsa’"
headling of our foreisn relations, While I see 5 16t .a*Qf 175[1‘;..~
. dhis srgunent, I &v.nna gure ipat 1 am all fbr it, One bf the“‘
‘ and stab
virtues of tide erpusent is. that it will éhsuve ccnuinultj/ia
% reprnsentytlon i i ,
fm:eig§'xxzxxnnntﬁiiﬂx in the eveat of ang};uddﬁn or'dramQFi:
£ %of gove’z'r petrt, Gnat ttils arsunent overloog; i .tl;za fact t?at
\ i * N - :
-ffg_   1n fact higve your senlor civil servant, as-ln the ‘case of ﬁfg




‘whose Tk e 15 ko Bee that. the 't;eb of the. R!m‘ba,asy

wha’o pol;itical elmnves %ake plaae baek home. Indeed 1t '1& ra a'
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No 500 . Emmnxixnhﬂnumxnfxtﬁintgnxﬁninxinnx
Russian call for Dipdomatic Relations:
Possible Implications

NEWS COMMENTARY i
For transmission on

Friday August 10 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The Russian Premier, Mr, Khrushchev sent Sir
Alexander Bustamante a telegram congraﬁulating the people of Jamaiom
on their attainment of 1indepémidermce. This was fine, he Soviet
government also declared its recognition of Jama s, a sovereign
.'and indepémient state and expressed its readQ immediately
establish diplomatic relations between th countries, And there
lies one of our key foreign relations ms, Should Jamaica or
should Jamaica not establish diplo elations with Russiapf?

At his Press Conference onfﬂ&*i afternoon at the university
where we housed the visiting pr one of the foreign press people
asked whether Jamaica in en o establish diplomatic relations
with the communist co bo Sir Alexander did not say. I am very
glad that he held h »ce until the Cabinet has discussed the
matter and mad t ecision, But I also think that the Cabinet wil
have to mak i collective mind quite soon.

The nient of Jamaica, and indeed both parties, have made
it qgiif:f ar that they regard Jamaica as being quite firmly in tﬁ;l
>Weste amp. S0 there is no doubt on this score, The Russians khéwﬁ
it and the Americans know it, But in spite of this the Russiane
have gone through the normal procedure of good diplomatic practice
and sent us théir good wéashes, announced their recognition of our
independence and invited us to establish diplomatic relations. So,
what are the possible problems involved?

Flrst let us consider the consequences of refusing to establish

diplomatic relations, The Prime Minister could write to Mr. Khrushchev

thanking him for his good wishes and recognition and say that S



we are a poor and small country who cannot afford to waste any of‘
our resources on setting up Misslions in countries with whom we do

no business, To this Mr, Khrushchev migﬁt reply: It is precisely for
that reason, my friend, that we should establish diplomatic relations
so that we can do business with you. He might even t W 1h the offer
of technival aid from Russia. So it seems to me at we do try

a polite brush—off it will not succeed.,

But what if we reject the invitation to@ish diplomatic
relations outright? I think they will bloc entry into the United'
Nations., They already have'some groun andling of theAlast
visit of the Russian ships was no iplomatic. And the Premier's
off-the~cuff remarks in New Yo %not improve matters, I think
the Russians are very relu :&%!’;ppose our  membership of the United
Nations, Not because theyE;S;§~;articularly about us but because
they want to havevx od opinion of the Afro-Asian bloc of natims,
It is only if the Qhow beyond all doubt that they have behaved
reasonably and we have been hostile and provocative that they
will resort RoWetoing our membership. And if we reject their latest
overt y will have three pretty strong counts against us which
even e ricans may accept. Canh we stall them until after our
admittance to the U.N.? My guess is that if we stall them they will
etall our admittarce, We can certainly try it and see what happens,
But it might well be that the Russlan price for our admittance to te
U.N. is the establishment of diplomatic relations. Certainly, our
first foreign relations problem looks like being a very tricky one.

Goodnight,

|
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No 501 1) Representation in Nigeria, Gha.na, Trinidad g =
2) Busta on Taxes .

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Saturday August 11 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: At his Tuesday Press Conference Sir Alexander
Bustamante did say that there would be increased relatlonships
between Jamaica and Nigeria and Ghana. Just what t e Minister
meant by 'increased relationships' 1s not very ¢ ough I
suppose a fair guess would be the setting uﬂszé\%\a e and diplomatic
missions, If this is the case, then it 1sv ision to be welcomed,

-

An even more important and welco

sion, I think, would be
an announcement from the Prime Mi Nthat Jamaica will esﬁablish
a High Commission Office in Trin;hnk' 0 cover the Eastern Caribbean,
Last Saturday Trinidad Premie;>\nyvEric Wliiams made it clear that
Trinidad proposed to estab High Commissgion Office in Jamaica *
as soon as possible af dependenéeo I think this is no more than

practical sense g -@ ism, In their own interests Jamaica, Trinidad

and the Federa the Eight will have to work out a common
approach 1 numdber of fields, I think broad agreement on foreign
policy fo region is going to be very important; I think workirg

out gom&, agreement on the marketing of our agricultural produce is
anothe™ important area; I think Dr., Williams' Caribbean Common Markét
idea is another very important area in which we must cé-operate.‘The
alternative to co«operation and a common approach wherever possiblé
is destructive and cut-throat competition among ourselves and
political ineffectiveness on the world stage. For these reasons 1
hope the Jamaican government will set up a High Commission Office
in Port-of -Spain,

Now for a word on taxétion, When the Prime Minister answered

a question about the 'haves' and 'Have-nots' at the same press



conference, he said, and now I quote his own words: "Let me be very
frank with you: those who can pay, wili have to pay a little more
taxes." So it is just a matter of -time before some of our taxes gb up;
To me this has come as no surprise, no matter what was saild at eledion.
time., Either taxes had to go up or else the‘promise to_make thihgs

better for the 'Have-nots' had to be broken. It haz @ one or

the other; it could not be both. For the detail t what taxes
will'go up, we will have to wait., But there <sEEgg, ters to éome of
the things that will not go up.

For instance I think it is most that an indirect tax
will be placed on all those goods o use Mr, Lightbourne's
phrase, "are in daily common uﬁi;;ér you have to do 1s stop and

think of all those things which in daily common use among the

majority of the people an will have some idea. Fodd, clothing,
household good, rum, eer, local ﬁigarettes and so forth, These
are the things Mr ourne has promised to bring under price
control. And so most unlikely that a tax increase will be plaecd

on these th x Increases may of course be placed on luxury items
) "

liquors and cigarettes and the like, A new business tx
, 7 g
is adgo @)possibility, and would certainly like to see a tax incress:
A e -
on these huge imported American cars. But the most likely thing is glik
increase in personal income tax in the higher brackets,
I know we none of us like taxes, but if we are to create é-sodbty
economic
in which no man lives below a certain/level, then we must find the
money for it. And taxation and increased production are the only wage

in which we can find the money. Goodnight.



No 502 First Anniversary of Bérlin Wall

NEWS COMMENTARY :

For transmission on : .
Monday August 13 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking-

Good evening: It was on August 13th, 1961, exactly a year ago
~today, that the East German communists built The Wall between East
and . g
/uf West Berlin, For all the people of Europe, and % for the
: central

rest of the world, Berlin had become the/battle dgbetween communis:
and democracy. A year ago there was fighm@ on in South-East
Asia between communists and nonncommunistéSE:g. elsewhere, in mahy

parts of the world, the Americans as

ngest power 1in the

non-communist world, tried to hold«d?l ne againsi the Russians,

the strongest power in the com@

forld, The great war of ideas

a»

and propaganda was, a year ago, ng waged everywhere: in Africa, .
in Asia, in Latin Americ well as in Europe., But nowhere mXsE

on earth was the Col ing fought as bitterly, as savagelié&nd ¥
as cunningly as i @n. =

I am sure ‘you know the backgrbund to the Berlin story.

After the s \1 world war, in which America, Russia#, Britain and

France re ¢ the same side, defeated Germany was divided up into
zones, of Wwececupation, But when Russia and her western allies fell out,

Germany was divided into two, From as far back as May of 1952, the

o

vorders between East and West Germany were closed, The only point

XE

b
ks

=

where there was any sort of contact between East and West Germanyif
was in Berlin, In the divided city workers from the East could cross
o%er to work in the West and go‘back home in the evenings, But this
led to something the communists did not like, ‘

Berlin was, in fact a sort of shop window where anyone could
look at both communism and democracy at the same time.and take his orr

.

her pick. There,‘side by side, you could judge the two opposing éystem



2

-

And millions of Germans and other Europeans did judge the two systems}
rEast Germany and East Berlin were in economic trouble., Food was
short and drab and unexciting and many people went hungry. Agricultpre
was in a mess, and here as elsewhere the communists séemed utﬁerly
unable to win the confidence of the peasants or“to get them to
produce & decent sized crop of any kind. It seems g:EE)that this
" inability of the communists to come to grips wi @roblems of
agriculture may have a very great influence g ’\efuture of commurism,
In any eventg, in agriculture, in 1ndustry? in every othexj sector
of the economy the East Germans were Q.g 8. In contrast, the '
West Germans were doing a'booming %e 8, Their farms produced
enoﬁgh to eat and to export; the 23\‘
W

steady work and high wages and r shops were filled with food a.nd:2

f thelr factories ensured'

clothes and all the thin t make for civilised living. And in
Berlin all this coul seén, The communists and the non-communists
had started off f ‘f:f) same place at the same time. And non-commuisti
were doing to ter than the communists that it was not funny.
And so we h he great waves of escapes from the east to the west,
across e\comparatively easy and open border between East and West
Berlin. And by 1961 the wave of escapes had be come such a tide tha
the communists had to do something., And so, on the 13th of August,

: in doing this they :
1961, they built The Wall and/admitted to the world that they had
turned their state into a vast prison camp for its people, I think
they also acknowledged by this act the fact that if the people of
Germany or of Europe had any freedom of cholice, very few of them

would choose communism, I think The Wall was a major admission of

defeat for communism in Europe. Goodnight.
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NEWS COMMENTARY

. For transmission on

Tuesday August 14 at 6.15p.m ;

Peter Abrahams speaking >

Good evening: Whenever I have discussed some aspect of foreign

polities, such as the anniversary of the communists '%1ng up of

the Wall between East and West Berlin, with whi% t last night,

I always find listeners asking: why? They wa \ w why I dealt
particular

with that/subject and what bearing it has on at happens in Jamaic . _

I think much that happens in the sEe world willin the future,
ags 1t has in thé past, great influ% hat happens in our world,

Whether we like it or not, we ar t of the bigger world and

: : bigger b
we cannot escape being affecteWhat goes on in the/world. Thée
hard and ugly realit_.i'es of. will not disappear simply because |
we shut our eyes and they are not there, We cannot banish

<

the fedrs of an‘ato@a by saying we will have no part in ity am

you know, the in blows radio-active fall=out across the earth‘,_

does so with.: € impatsbiality. It w‘ill not say: Jamaicans don't
e

know abo things or Jamaicans don't care about these things,

g0 we :l ass them by. No, Jamaica is as much a part of history e

is Be .“And I think it is only if we understand this that we will

be able to think and act constructively and creatively in the difficul

days that are ahead. Z ’ -
Let me try.and spell out what I mean in very concrete terms, |
Cuba, Jjust 90 miles away from us has set out on the Marxist communist

*

road. Whether we like it or not, this is faect. I think we all of us
- know the history behind this choice. It was the way chosen by the
people of Cuba to rid themselves of political dictatorship and

econcmic desperatlion. Now, the peopie themselves may not have in’oefﬁed
to replace the Batista dictatorship by a dictatorship of the communisf

™ s
= o
- > -
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party. But this is the situation today which is just 90 mileﬁkaway
from us. A very easy and convenlent and ostrich-like thing to do is
to say 'Allright, that is Cuba. These things happened because there
was a dictatorship and a fantastic degree of economic 1mpe£ialiSm
from the United States, We are not a Latin country. ve had no
dictatorship., These things cannot happen here." f 14 be‘very
wonderful if things were as simple as that, T }§~‘ e is that 1t

can happen here, We have the first and most important pre-condition

for it to happen here: We have poverty aWery striking scale -
among the majority of our people an eQave the economic wealth of ;

the nation concentrated in a veryk nds, I am sure most of you

still remember the very powerfulargument about the 'haves' and the

'Have-nots' that lMr. Seaga ?v before the J.L.P., won power, If

&
a

[ 3

ever -

the day/comes when the nots' see'noﬁhope of improving their

conditions under ou @: t system of government, they may turgl‘biz}

- . = “.
backs on this. sys%t and try a dictatorship, ®ither of the right &r *

of the left, d: amount of talk about the libefties of the lndividual

\will cou@ ch. To the man who 1s desperately hungry the most
1mporta§: edom of all is freedom from hunger. These are all thims

we hav face up to and live with, For 'instance, the Wall and the
situation in East and West Germany is a clear lesson that the only -

way to contain the communist idea is to create economic prosperity md
to

/share it out relatively evenly. And Cuba, 90 miles away, faced with

L
her own problems, is a remdnder that the Cold War is on our doorste

and could be within our gates overnight. So whatever happens anywhemre
in the world these days, is very much ¥our husiness, To increase what

we have and to defend what we value, we must understand the world

around us and try to help;shape it, Goodnight. =
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No 504 The Choral Concerts conducted by James Vbrity

e

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Wednesday August 15 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: i went to a concert at the State Theatre last

Sunday morning, and ever since I have been looking for words to

tell you about it, and to try and persuade as man as possite
.to go and listen to this concert. I wish that w t, all of us,
over-used and abused words like: good, excel autiful rare,
great, But we have, Very often we have us one of t%f§e five
words to describe what is Jjust passab at is plain erep. And

gso 1t is that when there is a real use these words they ham; ol
lost their value, So 1 dmxmaEx o ite sure in my own mind wheﬂbr'f

you will put thessame value on t words wien I say that I thought

)
the whole concert,was g00€

S5 mentrte of excelklence; I thought

the singing was Deau at/times; I thought thé“intimacy and sense
of unity betWegp gductor and the qu(gﬁndréd and seventy-five

-8

singers 'qas s é:rare; certainly it was something I had not
encountered Nny othér doncert.' in Jamaica previously., And I think
Mr. Jam AL did a great Job.in“training this wvast choral group
“in a el 1vely short space of time so that they could sing some of
the most difficult choral music in the world, and sing it so well,

| For me that Choral Concert at the State on Sunday morning was
possibly the most rewarding of all the activities put on by the Arts
Celebrations Bommittee. Of all the activities, this was something
.uniquely new, We had put on plays before, we had put on pegegants
before, we had put on roadside concerts, And of course we had put
on" choral concerts too. But the scale and the quality x:;ecompletekr

different. Never before had the Jamaica Amateur Operatic Societyg.

and the East Queen Street Young Men's Fraternal, and the East Queen

S
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Street Baptist Church2krEr Choir, and the Diocesan Festival Choir,
and ﬁhe Christ Chnﬁch Vineyard Town Cholr - never before had these
choral groups come together and been blended so completely and so
beautifully into one glorious mass choir, joyously disciplined

under the control of a good musician. I understand t one or two

musical groups, for petty personal reasons, did v@ part when

invited, I am sorry but I think the loss is I think all our
2 : possilfly
local conductors can learn a great deal from . Werity. And/the 3

‘most important thing they could learn m is" how to get the J2

best out of the people with whom h_e

watch what I can only de;cribe’a3\§$1,1;of continuous love afffair
s

between the conductor and his \1)

So -please, if you are1sEnger,of good music, do go and see one

of these Choral Concér

-

s, It was a joy for me to .
ans.

L will find it most rewarding as musid

El

3
)

and it ?Ls pomet.hin ich was not possible ‘thre;ei months ago. In
fact I am convine Wit ohifsMr. James Veriﬁy could have succeséfﬁlyA
created this,.ma _ oir at this time, There is a performance on - ;
at the S Qihbeight o'clock’témorrow night - and then every Thurs—"‘
day at ame time until the end of the month, Forrthose'who peefer
e Sun orning,»there is a performance/ﬁixgunday morning at eleven.

One of the most disappoint®ng things for me was that the State was
half empty last Sunday merning. In part this was due to the bad

handling of publicity. But I do feel that our audiences should also

® ..

make a special effort when we do have something as ‘good as this, B

there is no need to scold. If you really do love good music you will
make sure that you go to one of these great choral concerts.\They
will only be on another four times. If you miss them, you will be
the loser, Goodnight, »

-



No SdSVMh' T Ambassador to U,S5. & Cordova Gleaner Letter

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Thursday August 16 at 6.15p.m -
Peter Abrahams speaking .

e =
- g

L

A

Good evening: On the editorial page of today's @leaner there
is a letter signed by a Mr., Altamont de Cordova of Mo go Bay whid
accusges me of trying to stir up colofir prejudice ‘:E:>eason why
Mr, de Cordova makes this charge against me e he said I
disapproved of the appointment of Mr, N,N. m as Jamaica 8
Am#bassador to Washington on the grounds t s skin was too 115H;
in colour, That is the essence of ordova's charge.

Let us now contrast that cha the facts., I made my
comments on the appointment to tng\\a hington Embassy exactly a week
ago, on Thursday August 9t Mt nearly all my time discne;;ng

the structure of our fore

representation, not only in Washington
but elsewhere, And only in the last half to tnree—quarters
of a minute that red specificelly to the appointment of ‘Mr,
Ashenheim, And | is what I said:.

"As te \appointment itself, I think the government has made
the be » olce possiblé. Mrr, Ashenheim is both able and eiperienced;
and' am pure he can do a first-class job. My only misgiving is that
our Washington Embassy might give the appearance and impression that
Jamaica is a predominantly fair-skinned country. And this might be
a real handicap in today;s Washington where the dark-skinned diplomats
far outnumber the fair ones, and where the Administration ie very 3
sensitive and responsive to the representations of these dark diplomat
This is a practical, not a racial point."

Those are the words I used specifically about Mr, Ashenheim's :
appointment, and it is on the basis of those words that Mr, Cordoya

accusess me of trying to stir up colour prejudice, Now, how far do -

- -
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you go with this sort of thing? Are we now not to say that we see
a point of practical disadvantage because the person concerned.
happens to be fair-skinned? Are we to lie and be dishonest simpiy '
to. avoid being accused of stirring up colour prejudice? In any event

in this case it seems to me that it is Mr., de Cordovg is obsessal
with colour prejudice., Four-fifths of what I saldgfe

passed him by. The one thing that seems to hav:\ in his mind

o have

is therfact that I mentioned fair-skinned an skinned, Everythhg
else I said - and I think the other thi ;SE’Eaid were very much mae
important - seem not to have registere wonder why? I think

we want to watch this thing very ly. There are people amongts 3
who will try to stifle all fre8gom/, expression and criticism by
shouting 'colour prejudicé time any one says something they do
WOt 1ike, T Fhtul e % va was gullty of this. If he were
really 1nter<§ste& 1@ cts he E:o‘uld have got the text of what I
said from the J.B.

But let_ us back to the appointment of Mr.Ashenheim. There
are a nun Xpeopla bqth 1flside and outside our parliamsnsf who
are no y about ii: some for politidal reasons and some for
prac@ reasons. And Irthxink this is going to be the blg thingg
whén we have our first forelgn affalrs debate. I think some of the
views that will be expresséd\then will be less to the liking of Mr,
de Cordova than were. The one.aspect of Mr. de Cordova's letter thd;'
irritated me is his apparent low opinion of the intelligence of thamnd
of Jamaicans'who do not have a high degree of education', Book.leamin
* I think, “is hot the same things as wisdom and understanding: and that

the Jamaicans have, Goodnight., : P :
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ThgﬁJ.a.s. and the Minister of Agriculture

NEWS COMMENTARY et
For transmission on
Friday August 17 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking. <

Good evening: I think we all know that agriculture is still
the cornerstone of the Jamaican economy, We have made great striBles

vast

in trade and industry,and mining and tourism contr ‘;E:>reatly to
the national economy. But the/majority of Jama;&\‘

111 make therr

living off the Jamalican earth. So, what hapu% agriculture ig -
and will be for a long time to come - of t imﬁortance to a1l
Jamaica, If we are to balancé our tra@ utting down on the™ u ;»\ t'e:_
~ of food, then ouf agriculture must@c organised that it will feéé

=
all the people and perhaps sti® 1.

something left over for exgﬁﬁh
All this would meen that we mustNpfing more of the Jamaican earth

§ il
=

under cultivation, that st protéct our land better, that we muéﬁ?

use more modern and up, 8Q.d&te methods to achieve higher production
per acre and grea iciency from each person. . »
~Certéan1y, hings“being-eauai, one would have thought that

these are t g\g{iorities. I think+it would have been reasonable for

- /

anybody ato\a®sune tﬁat'tﬁe government and-all our other agencies

concern with agriculture would have seen these as the major problems
4dncreasing the land under cultivatioh, better land protection and. |
usage and greater ef,‘fi_ciency° I think it would?;;ergzsgnable for %
us to assume that 1f there @ere any fight within our farming intersts
it would hgvé been on how best to aéhieve these ends., Unhappily this
is not the situation and ever since the last election I have watched

a ver& sad and disturbing pattern unfolding. There is a fight in our
agricuitural éificles. ;t has many aspects or manifestations. For

iné%ance on Tuesday of this week fifteen hundred delegates of the

Coffee Growers Co-operative Federation decided at a stormy meeting

- J i

<
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that they would fight the government's move th amend the regulations
XEXEFRNERE governing phe membership of the Coffee Industry Board. Ad
on the same day there were stormy scenes that nearly broke up the

half-yearly meeting of the Vere Cane Farmers Association. And these
are only to instances that can be multiplied. .
But are these conflicts on how best to use t ‘;é;b Indeed no., -
They are,A in the main, stréight political confl&nd this 1s the
tragedy and the danger of this situation. : -
Take the case of the Coffee Growers, i1l to amérd the
regulations governing membership of t ee Industry Board had

o

its first reading in the House o sentatives on July 24th, The
main feature of the Bill#;i& ::5\ the Minister greater controi
over ‘Ehe composition of th &He will gi{r'e final aproval to
three out of five of the ers' nominees and he will éppoint the
chairmen, In other the real fight\is politiecal, It is a fight
for the political Q)l of the rpnning of the industry.

Mo anine. SRNGT thinG 1o MV ind on in the bigger Jamaica
Agricult é\ciety itself., It is no secret that at least 90% of
its B f Management are, to put it mildly, prb-P,N.P. The Minister
of Ab::;)iture, Mr. Gyles, knows this, For a long time he has been
the lone J.L.P. membef on the J.A.S. Board. And so now he has put
the quarter of a million pounds government grant to the Society on
reserve, which means the Society'has to go to him cap in hand every
time it needs operational money., Mr. Gyles, let us face it, is usim
the‘pressure of his office against those whom he regards as hié
political opponents. And they in turn are reacting as though Mr,
Gyles ig their political opponent. The unhappy fact is that both

sldes know this to be a straightforward power political screp. And

11 1is FRRXPOURKICRALBIX XX this soomx that makes it dangerous.
I'll tell you why tomorrow. Goodnight : i
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NEWS COMMENTARX
For transmission on
Saturday August 18 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evenlng: I think we can fairly say that if the iop leadas
of the Jamaica Agricultural Society had been pro=dJ, instead of
pro=-P ,N.P. we would not now be witnessing this f een the A
Minister of Agriculture and the J.A.S. But we say thia,rb‘
we are saying something more: we are saying he J.AS. has ino';?
fact become politically identified wi ty, Let us not shut
our eyes to the faect that the two o nding figures in the J A S.
Mr. Rudolph Burke and Mr, Willie are also prominent figures
in the P.N.P. , -

If the whole thing isWed in this strictly party political

light Mr. Gyles attemp ive tﬁe leadership of our agﬂicultyral

bodies a more J.L.FE are reasonable reasonable that is, if =

we feel thatrour ltural organisations should in faet txknxx!‘
become part ﬂarty political strueture of the country. ‘$° »
Ip y Ehink ¥t would be s sericus. alstake 6 turﬂ our
agri bodies into party political institutions., The fact that
. seems to have moved somewhat in that direction, is no
Justification for Pushing 1t the whole way. I think the top 1eadership
of the J,A.S. 1s to blame for the impression that it is a pro-P,N.P."
body. But I do hot think this Justifies Mr. Gyles either trying to
break i; Sr cépture~it for the J.L.P. by manipulating its leadership.
e think a really enlightened approaech to our agricultural bodies
would be for the Minister to say: 'Look gentlemen, we are all entitled
to our own political views because this is a free country. Unfortunate
some;agpicultural leaders have in the past used their‘organisetions -

5 -



to further the political interests of one party. This must stop.
As farmers and leaders of farmers our main interests should be to
further the interests of the nation in general and of our farming

in
commmnity/amd particular. Our first job is to produce food and

exports for the nation... And this is how I think w ld go about
1"

I think if the Minister had done this: \h d gone to our

farmers and our farming bodies and said 1 forget party politics
:% 1d

- now and get on with the job - I think have won the support
c »
of the rank and file membership of JA.S, ardxkkz and the respee¢

of all farmer, of whatever politi @ew in Jamaica. Unfortunately

the new Minister seems Just as ically partisan in his handling B
bf agriculture as thosew criticises, ’g
. especially the yuﬁg

I think there hav indications ghat many farmers/are not

the role of _ L
happy about/the J @ t the present time. Some of these people shae

=

called openly A¢hange of leadership. But Mr. Gyles'approagh'hﬁé

made them r

und the old leadership.
'to me that as.well as hurting our agricultural production

thig\;izs ion-of party politics into agriculture could lead to.a

real t between town and country. The farmers may get utterly fe

.
up with being manipulated politically and set up their own party to
fight the town peliticians. =
And so,"I sincerely hope that both the Minister of Agriculture
and the'léadéns of -the Jamaica Agriculturai\Society, will stop and

think’caréfully before the fight between them gets out of hand.

Goodnight,
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Good evening: Well I seem to be in trouble again and this time
even my poor wife has been dragged into it. Some of you will
remember that on Thursday, August 16 I discussed a letter by Mr.
Altemont deCordova published in the Gleaner of that day.in which
he accused me of trying to stir up colour prejudicé bécause of %
what I said about the appointment of Mr: N. N, /Ashenheim as

Jameica's Ambaessador in Washington. Well, «in today's Star Mr.

Vere Johns really has a go at me,

You will remember that I then set out  exactly what I had in
fact said. I am doing it again for “thé third time. This is
whet I seid when I referred specifiecally to Mr. Ashenheim's appoint-
ment:=- " | :

"As to the appointment itself, I think the‘government has made
the best choice possible.,. Mr. Ashenheim is both able and exper-
ienced, and I am sure he can do a first-class job, My only mis-
giving is that our Washington Embassy might give the appearhce and
impressionathat Jemaica is a predominantly fair-skinned country.
And this might be a real handicap in today's Washington where the
dark-skinned diploﬁats far outnumber the fair ones, and where the
Administration is very sensitive and responsive to the representg-—
tions of these dark diplomats. This is a practical, not a racial
point,

Unfortunately, Mr. Vere Johns only read Mr., DeCordova's letter.
He did not hear my broadcast of Thursday, August, 9, when I origiﬁ—
ally discussed the Washington appointment. He did not hear my

broadcest of Thursday August 16, when I corrected Mr.deCordova's

=



false accusation for trying to stir up colour prejudice, Instead
on the basis of Mr. deCordova's letter he made the same accusa;ion
again, Now I am suppose to have said "Mr. Ashenheim skin is

too white", The fact that I never said anything of the kind is
just a small unimportent detail, I had elways thought and I still
think that one of the first responsibilities of a journalisﬁ is to
make sure of his facts before launching a crusade, Certainly in
the case of a journalist of the standing and the experience of

Mr, Vere Johns I would have thought he would.automatically have
checked before using such strong language as "gross impertinence"

!

bad taste and the like,

In all the time thet I have_ been\in Jemaica, and it has been
a very happy and a very rewarding’time, this is the first timet
that any Jamaican has called meé an "butsider". I am wvery sorry.
about this because I have become so involved in Jamaica that I
had forgotten that there were people like Mr. Johns who will be
only too quick to remind me that I am an outsider if they disapprove
of what I said, The irony of this situation is that Mr. J,hns
called me_an outsider because he disapprove of something which in
fact I ddd no'::‘l sey.

If it is any comfort to Mr. Johns I should like him to know
that he did succeed in upsetting me, I have sent the text of what
I actually said in full to the Star and it will be interesting to
see if Mr, Johns will correct the very nasty impression he created

by publicly accusing me of something I heve not dome, ' Goodnight,



Z(Qﬁmbn

: daily newspaper, In this statement the

The two Bishops then went to Nigeria; and l'éﬂ’

everywhege\Wwewe, quite naturally, against the expulsions and said o

No SQq Expulsion of Two Chmechmen from Ghana

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

day August 2@ at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking 7

-~

Good evening: Last Monday the Gbvernment of the Republig of

expelled two Anglican bishops from the country. The reason for :
expulsion was that the Bishop of Accra, Dr. Richar A:;§>eare,«

criticised the Ghana National Youth Movement as yless' obgani

publiec
of Accra 1issued his first/statement as a

Government had 'increasingly adopt .
activities of the Church to megiis; ip and piety', The Bishop éi&a

viciously for whgt he ha

complained that two pro=Governmen¥ newspapers hag attacked him
%mhout actually 1e'tt.ing their readen,

know exactly.what he; aid., He said he went so far as to sendta*

copy of the sermon ch the government objected to the papers iL

-

‘(’,

the hope that t la, publish it, s ¥

&

It was &r this that the waves' of reaction‘game. Christians

very €orcefully. And 'of course the 0ld familiar business of saying
Ghana was as bad as South Africa was again trotted out. On the other 5?
side of the penny, many people , bbth in Jamalca and elsewhere, who,!d
would have made & very great fuss iIf the expulsions had in fact taken;;
piave»in South Africa - these people were strangely silent. To thg&a_i
péoplé ihere seems to be a subtle and delicate éolopr distinétibn 2
to. good and bad. If South Africa does something which denies *the

liberty of the subject that is denounced,for the evil it is: ir

Ghana does the same thing - well, we try to find explanations for it.'

Or else we keep quiet e TR e .

» ’ G0 z A= o, A Y
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the facts in this case? ,;,a, .

The first fact is that seventy percent of the entire populati
of Ghana is not Christian, Out of every ten Ghanaians, three dr§%34
Christians, one is a Moslem, and six follow the animis or Pagi

0ld African beliefs, So, Christianity is not, a 1g here in

Jamaica, the feligion of the nation., Jamaic \ istian Zeﬁt
‘Ghana is not; the Christians are a minori %na. \
The second fact is that the Ghanaqtgo?ﬂity/i;n intoleraiztr
of any opposition from any minority the tribal soclety theré
is very little room for oppositig@isseut. And -afthough‘Ghaﬁa:
has moved very rapidly into théVﬂtieth century, the majority of

her people are still trihal their values are still more African

than western., And tha they do not see Nkrumah as & dictator‘.i‘-
How can he be a dic when they put him there? And the way he _—,: ““
deals with his e s is in the old traditional African way and so-,_,a.v;_;

P

whatever tl;l gl says, they do not see anything wrong when he pu‘ba? :

his enem? rison or when he expells them.

Q these are the two key facts on which to base any reasaable
\ ,

expl on of the expulsion of the two Bishops, or indeed of any
other happening in Ghana, The expulsion of the Bishops is not some
particular movement against the church: it is part of the pattern ﬂat'
has seen the opposition imprisoned and newspaper people expelled, The
big difference is that the majority of people are behind Nkrumah wﬂfe;
the majority in South Africa are against their rulers. I persogaliy :
the methods of - o e
disapprove of/both governments, but that does not alter the hard fat =
that Nkrumeh has the support of the majopity of his people, .Goodnxyﬁ;

T 1 s ! AP wE
et : s = - 2




-.NOHSQE, ' Some Recent Devélopments in Africa

NEWS COMMENTARY _

Fpr transmission on
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Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evenlng: Over the past few weeks we have been so conc“ﬂ
with our own affairs that there has been very little time to loo%iﬁ
at the outside world. But I think this was somethi table.'
independence comes only once in the history of ple, But 1 £hii?:
,we can now settle down once more and try to \

us =
into some sort of perspective: so, let/ha quick look at receg&

world picture

developments 1n Africa. Last night I o@ d the expulsion of the

two Anglican Bishops from Ghana, W% lier this month a very
serious attempt was made to mu de:\ﬁy e Nkruméh when he toured théi
Upper Volta region of- his . ¢ un’t;yl‘he news of this attempt on 7
Nkrumah's liferwas kept d%;

or nearly two weeks. And when it did

finally come out 1t nearly stirred up and international incident -

Britain was inv n the mXtmx bomb attempt which is said to hawe

between Britain a Certain sections of the press hinted that

o NP

. killed four Nx people, though Nkrumah himself escaped u;lhurt. In_ 45
the end ¢ na Government had to issue a statement éaying that
Brit' n wgs not involved. Nkrumah himself blamed '1mperialis£s and
colonialists' for the attempt. A very much more likely expianatioﬂ( ié
that some of his own political enemies are trying this method of »
opposition because no other is open to them°

Next door to Ghana, in massive Nigeria, where there has been

- =

a measure of political instability in recent months, the Federal
Government has launched an ambitious Six~¥ear'Development Programme.

If .this programme achieves only three-quarters of what it sets out >

: . i = e e
to do, then we will see an amazing soclal and economic miracle wiﬁh;n ;

&= Yaa

the next six years. - o - i ga
. 4 3 Z = s 5= 7"\ : 7' Caih
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which should be in operation by 1966 and which should have a capa}

of between 125,000 and 250,000 tons., And so it goes y pléh iﬂé
step up their number of hospitals, schools, docto ers, .
houses and jobs, And the Plan spells it all out at detail'
how much will be spent on a glven undertakin% Just what they
expect to get in return and when they e get it. :
When Nigeria first achieved her dence x told you that}

it was Just a matter of time befo will become the leading
member of the West African gro o&‘r\ee Afric%n states, Well, if
she carries through her si :j\g{;n sugceséfu}iy, I would be
prepared to say that s ;z her ﬁay to becoming the leading stah{;
~in all of free AfriQ t just West Africa. And so far the Nigeri/"
have not interfe ‘iously with eivil liberties, freedo@ioff’ _-T
expression ag\¥: ti-party system of govermment., And thaﬂeﬁare qu

hopeful s r the future of Africa. '?“

: the east coast of Africa, things are not quite as - good
but t

re not too bad either, Tanganyika plans to become a - 'i:

republic at the end of this year and I think Julius Nyerere is 1ikéw»ﬁ
'to be elected President. In Kenya there is still the danger of tribal§
conflict unless the leaders come together. And Uganda has pushed a " (
new young leader on the world.stage. He is Apolo Milton Obote, He i{[:
37, the Prime Minister and the man who will lead his‘country into

1ndepedence next October, I think we are all going to hear more oflim,

Goodnisht o i




=

S transmission on
’aﬁgiday August 28 at 6,15p.m

T

o0 i e R L T -

i -
No 524? Areas for Bi-partisan Policies

NEWS COMMENTARY
Peter Abrahams speaking

__Good evening: In the now notorious broadcast which dear’ffi
Veré:aid not hear or read Eefore shooting off hls mo I diqcﬁgﬁ
the very important question of Jamaica's féreign pggzgatation :

abroad. (Incidentally, I want to thank all the v y 113tener§j
who have telephoned and written to me over t cident) Yéur caii
and letters almost made me glad it happene@ ). 8nyway, in that '
- broadcast I pointed out that three of ur top foreign repres
were senior civil servants, and a stralght party politiééi
appointment, All things being szﬁbthpn, it 1; very likely that 5
Mr. Maynier, Mr. Lawrence ~i§4:Nw Richar&son‘will be the
first of our top career f gn diplomats. And it is likely that >
these will be joine by Mr. Vin Mcfarlane. This raises thé
very important qu . will our diplomatic Jobs be open only

to persons Wwho eilther in the higher ranks of the civil service

or else who identified with the party that happens to be in EJEH
pbWer? that is to be the case then a very great deal of_Jémaican:Q
talegr never be used and go to waste, Let us face it, there are

e number of very able Jamaicangs who could be of very great service
to Jamaica, Some of these people are not especlally interested

in party politics but are interested in being of service to their

country. In Britain, and in most western European countries the . .

‘talents of such people will be used in diplomacy and on special
missions and the like, I think an interesting exercise of this type

was the last mission to-parts of Africa. But this sort of thing

ie not yet general enough in Jamaica. Here there 1s still a tendgné‘

to put more importance on ﬁarty layalty than onﬁabil;:yjand lqjéltf.




o =

poltical parties are not being used because that party is out 66

office, and when you are out of office you are the opposition anﬁ

so you will not do anything that will bring glory an%our to 7"
opponents. In addition to this wasted talent th@ o var il
talent of those who are non-partisan. Both :!N; tend to.bé}”
‘even more distrustful of neutrals than th Qo? each other,
idea is that 'You must either be for u gainst us', I‘hope thQ
day comes soon when both parties re s that it is posslblesnot't
be.long to either party andv still & service to the country.
We do not all have to operate ;g\eyliticiansi We do not a}l haVe.tﬁ

be in parties; we do not al we to see the world from one point

g part .
of view only. The rea ortunate/of all this is the waste of
talent which Jamai ot afford., And so I hope that somewhere

areas in wh Gﬁ\ti artisan policies can be persued in the beét
interests amaica,

;Eis:i ®a of a Ei-partiSan approach to foreign affairs has been
put fo =5

d. I am in wholehearted agreement with this, Jamaica is

part of the party political football, I would put foreign policy as =

the numberg one priority for working out a bi-partisan policy hére :
S * o e
att home. -~ % . : - = \

you my ideas on this list tomorrow, So till then,‘goqdﬁight. e

=
-




No 5173, | Area for Bi-partisan Policles (2)

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
?ﬂwgaturday August 2%-at 6.15p.n
Peter Abrahams speaking

iGood evening: If we work out a bi-partisan policy in our

most able person to any given jm diplomatic post w y refer;
the party affiliations. And this would at once government

of whichever party - a much largeér pool of to choose from, o

including non-party talent. ? L
: On the domestic scene, I should t® see a bi-partisan -

approach to the problems of bringil

I think it is very wrong that duzﬁye

party political matter, This h fortunately .been the case,

ation to all our children.
. ; e |
»éhould be approached as a - 3%

Educations 1s and has be ood point-scoring party. business. And
so we have injected attitudes and elass values into our eduadiaﬁ%
prjoblems . 6 ; A S

‘7 1 should see the setting up of machinery fdr the <

educational ’hgsrts in both parties to come together and werk out

a commo artisan approach to our educational problems..Thls 2
business wf education is such an urgent and desperate am= thing that
we just cannot afford to play party politicfs with it, It is on
what we do-about education today, it is on how we handle these :
probééms today that the shape of tomorrow will be based. So for me;;??
education is as important an area for a bi-partiéan approach as 1§ﬁ;
fofeign affairs,

" The mmy other areaégn which I should like to a bi-partisan
approach, because these are matters of life and death for Jamaiéa,

are agriculture and mechanisation and on the auesti¢na ticklish and

explosive, of population.




On Friday and Saturday of last week I gave you my views on:t€
current conflict between the Minister of Agriculture on the one~ﬁ §
and the leaders of our agricultural organisations on the othgr;-f
told you then that our agriculture was being used as a straight

party political football., The J.A.,S, top leadership, willy-nilly,‘
had become identified with the P.N.P. And so when es assumet

: . i leaders
office he approached the J,A.S. with the attitud al/Zkmx were til
enemies of his party. \ *

Now, whatever the rights and the wro the ease‘( and I
t;é m

N

have already given you my views on th ost important fact o
all is that our agriculture is not% oning at maximum efficiency
Q .

We are still importing far joo m&hﬂ\ d that cbpld be grown here;

an :
and so we have kkr adverse trggh\ptlance and afi external debt that

way We can overcome th y closing ranks and trying to get the

best out of the Ja earth, And one of things this means is that

the J.A.S5. and vernment should work in the closest co-operatkﬁ;ﬁ

grows bigger every yeafsE Just canno% afford this., The 6ﬁly i

-

And when I tie J.A.S. and the government I mean the J.A.S. end "
any gover t -« P,N.P., or J.L.P. But for thls to happéh théQé.must»
a bi-panti agreement kEkw=mm on the approach to agriculture. Anﬂf‘:
in ter of our sugar exports and of our port the two parties had
better work out some common approach to mechanisation before we get =
squeezed out of the sugar marke@li and shipping prices become even more
prohibitive..

All the indications are that if Jamaica is to survive and go
forward then the parties must, on a number o??iggues, agree to sink

their differences in the interests of the nation, Goodnight,
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No 513 : Implications of J.B.C. BOard Change

NEWS COMMENTARY

Peter Abrahams s

& old
Good evening: A the/Board of Directors of the Jamaica

For many people this is a straight political affair > pld Boaréfé

of the J.B.C., these people say, was a predomihaq~5§ N.P, Board.
Now that the P.,N.P. is out of 6ffice it is v@ and reasonable
that the J.L.P. government should have a B3&wd %hat is more in sympth

» And what are the 1mplicaﬁ&@

with it than a straight pro-P.N.P. Boa oUld be, As far as it goes,

this makes sense, But how far does
behind 1t?

First, I think if you 00£\>\f§ carefully at the composition of |

the new Board you will fi at itrlooks a»little more representdi?@%
of Jamaican national ests tha;n the old Board looked., Three very
clear examples of @mean are the appolntments of the Bhaiﬁnari 4
of the Social W & Commission, the Chair man of the éﬁagar Indgdgyﬁ
Labour Welf ’Ri?ard, and the Government Public ﬁelations officér.
These t not appointed as individuals but as people hoiding
cert offices., Membership of the Board depends on thelr holdihg
cease to hold : -

those offices; the moment they amExrerxazm® those offices, they will
also cease to be members of-the Board of\the.J.B.C° I frankly like
this 1dea: ;

Thé’big disadvantage about this idea is that more often than *
not these very 'representative' people are so busy repreSenting special
interests that it becomes difficult to work out an overall national

policy. ;;
z . . - £ -~;“3
But we are still faced by a wery much more serious long term

problem and it is thie: if, ‘with every change of government, there




is to be a change in the composition of the Board of the J.B ._‘G:",ff;'bih”v'

will be reduced to being the straightﬂdriard instrument of the ﬁ;r%?
in power, whether it be J.L.P. or P, N.P. It 1s true that the term;
undef which the J.B.C. waé’set up specifically gives Board auttﬁﬁﬂ
in all polcy matters., But it is extremely difficu 5 |
for a man to buck the party when he knows he 1s® ;
party appointee: furthermore, since his reﬁ%ﬂ‘é%!nvqf his position;
depends on that particular party remaini g?ﬁower, this is going
strongly ‘ -
to/influence his approach to making OQV n I"ac’o,_ the conditiogg

are such that it is almost imposs 4the man not to be partisaa,

So the big problem here, secms to me, is to keep party ]
politics out of the runnin the*J.B,C, But how do We go about it? =
@ » < e . . a 3 ‘;

I would very much 1i see the government and-the oppositiama

« -4

come to some sort o ent on this matter. I think we will find

the B.B.C. and ex o€ model, Ifs Board of Governord dq“‘;heir work %
to the best of t ability, without fear or favour, know;t:ng t,hja;t i
all the Britis olitical parties have accepted the princinlé;that

the B. hould be a national institution, above party Vpoii,ticév. :
And I@.\« it is for this reason, because it could operate_ creativy
and without fear, that the B.B.C. was a‘ble to make such a2 major . -
. eontribution to British life and culture. No Governor of the B.B.Co :
has ever had his or her appbintment revoked because of a change of s &
gox?ernment, or for party political reasons., But then, they were"ﬁqt

appointed on a party basis. I hope we will grow wise enoughf to do
the same with the J.B.C. Goodnighto v g % 3 ;




No 514 Arthur Lewis & the Unibersity e i <.

NEWS COMMENTARY .
For transmission on : e
i Aug 2 at 6,.15p.m _ ,
Peter Abrahams speaking , .
| S

Good evening: The news that Dr. Arthur Lewis has decided to
leave the Univerastyj of the West Indies 1s very disturbing to me.
Of course, it 1s not new, The rumour that Dr,. Lewis was 11kely 3

to leave has been going the rounds for quite some w Now the ;é

rumour has been confirmed. Dr' Arthur Lewis \ ted the post

of Professor of Public and International Aff 8 4t Princeton. Univesits

2o

One of the striking things about t e is that Dr. Lewis .45

will in fact step down in terms‘of

Chancefibr and ﬁfincipal of éne u ty he will become just an ii?
ordinary Professor at another, :*NE true that the status of Prince#%a
is very high indeed among 1versit1es of the world, But the é
status of the Universi West Indies 1s itself pretty high° 1€

+ ,.’ 'O

is certainly high e r no-one to be able to say that a profe  4

ship at Princet e equal of heading our university. Aagainst :g
this, howeve Jiust set the fact that Dr, Arthur Lewis has a veqr .
- unique re as-a scholar in his own right; so that basically, -
eputat = " =
. the qua of the m te sueh that he can afford to ignore the 4
symbo status. But none of this tells us ng Dr. Lewis decided :
to ;gave the Univeﬁsity here, All sorts of theoriés have been pui

i forward but only Dr. Lewls can, if he wishes to, give the real reagpne
this he may, ?r may not give when he returns from Turkey next month.‘

What 18 very clear is that Dr. Lewis'~leaving is almost certain

to create - or, at least, to dramatise - some very tricky problems

for the university.

e

_\One of the most impertant of these problems is the splitting

&za@

g

up of the University. We have already seen tendencfég in ;Eis

-
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‘jgrection. British Guianam had decided to withdraw from
costs of’running the university. She plans to set up her own

university in the near future, The Trinidad branch of the univehg

at St. Augustine is in fact fast becoming the nucleas of a univérs
of Trinided; and there is aalk of a similar branch set up
Barbados. Dr. Lewis has a very high reputation i o) h e West .
and the outside world. And I think it is fair that he comman

the respect of all the politicians of th egMn in a2 way that n

else does, And so, more than any other ectual in the region,f
he has the influence and the author resist any break—aﬁay
moves and to keep the university e And 80 it seems to me

when he goes we will lose a vegy\egyerful iactor for unity at the
university itself and also e West Indies in generel. Indeed;

I were asked for one p eason why Dr. Lewis has decided to._

Poum
leave and go to an universfty I would ,suggest that it is /
# _

because of his S S and disappointment at ‘the betrayal of West

Indian natio i There are mamy vast numbers of people throughoub

-the regio hom being West Indiens is still more important than
being ns or BajJan or Trinidddians or Guianese., I think Drv.
Lewis ne of these people.

Just what happens after Dr. Lewis leaves is anybody's guess, I

think the vast expansion at the Univeesity will slow down because 1

one else will be able to attract the kind of money he did. But much 9

more iﬁportant is the questiond What sort, what quality of universitny
will we have after Arthur Lewis leaves? Will it remain West Indian or*
become Jamaican? We have a year to think about these questions. ThQ,

Arthur Lewls leaves, Goodnight,
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Good evening: I am sure most of you know of the gloom and deqan%

in the building industry. There are people who say that as a result
of the Allen Award a number of building projects h v%n abandonel

[t
. e

-and the bullding industry is in danger of comin a gstandstill, ’§1
Well, if the building industry does in fact g6 s\%\ a standstill the@%
we will obviously have priced ourselves o pusiness. And if that &
does happen then it will be the worke.%i?ae building industry wio. ”“"
will suffer most because there wil@ olesale unemployment in the ﬂ
industry, and this is bound to af& lot of other industries,

But you know, we can get oursel nto quite a mess of ifs: if this

Gl Sl i,

Losati,

and if that, and if the hap, Bo, let us try and get away from the

iR and see what the fac . But the moment you start looking for

on the employers' side of
facts you run int Jle. People/im the building industby will

tell you that 1d out something like seventeen million pounds B
in wages la ear’, and that their profits amounted to only four
million and that therefore any new rise in wages will wipe k.

. out ] margin of profit, And they will make a pretty convincing
case o t. Certainly, you cannot blame a man if he refuses to invet
his money in an undertaking that gives him either no‘feturn or a
return that is so small that it is not worth the risk. But then
the workers' side will tell you ihat those figures are suspect, that

“they are just book figures and do not really mean very much., And, you
know, it 1s awfully difficult to arrive at any sort of sensible
opinion once you do have two such(conflicting arguments. The employers
side could be right: and the workers' side could be right. And, if -

you are skilful at them, you can make figures do quite amazing things,

- I ks
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And so we who are Butside the building induétry are just not in a
position to know all the facts. Indeed, 1t seems to me that wery few
people inside the.industry - both management and labour - know all -
the facts, 3
What We;do know is that last year showed great activity in the_'%
construction and installation séctor of our economy. uilt Harbouri
View, Trafalgar Park, Pembroke Hall, the Kingst ﬂ<§:§; 6on, the 4
National Stadium as well as a number of sma?\ siné pro jects, |
Some of these carried over in 1962, The S 1 and the Kingston=- _ﬁ

ations, and the Public

quarters of a million pounds on ne@ s
Service Company spent roughly tﬁ%\g{ ion pounds. The result of all

Sheraton did. Last year the telephone papy spend roughly three=
sall

this activity was therlast year struction and installation ‘ j

contributed twenty-sevén , seven-hundred-thousand pounds'to

e — Pr—— ~

—

y difference to this particular pattern of

think that) ey

n without the Allen Award we cannot expect the same
voluge v;iilding this year as we had last. There is no need for
anothe tadium or Kingston-Sheraton, So there will be fewer jobé ﬁr
building workers. The second problem is that of making awards retrceetl
This, I feel, 1s dangerous because 1t will scare investment moﬁey away
from building. It 15 also morally wrong. It 1s wrong to punish a ma .
today for what was not a crime last year., I think retro-activity is

a thoroughly bad and dangerous principle 1n every respect: this is 3

the only thing§ I don't like about the Allen Award, Goodnight.
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Good evening: At midnight tonight the independent state of
Trinidad and Tobago comes into being. And so, within the space of 48
twenty=four days we are seeing the birth of two ingde nt nations

in this area, Exactly twenty-four days ago, Jam bgcame independnt'

now, at midnight Trinidad ahd Tobago becom% endent. ‘ I
One of the odd and distressing thin t the West Indian 2

situation is how little the peoples o jest Indies know about

each other, Jamaica and the nine o@ itish West Indian islands \.N'

were once part of the same feder;\ig' And yet only a handful of - ';

Jamaicans,/those at the universi those in senior government posts ,

J:Eg?ﬁers and businessmen - have any sort |

gur Caribbean neighbours, I still remember

avfew journalists and a
of working knowledge_g
the very great su I caused last year when I told 1istenéra
that Barbados an oill refinery for over a quarter of a
century. W \b aring this in mind, let us salute Trinidad's ;‘
indpend n the most worthwhile and meaningful way possible: let *
us gt ty know a little about the place and 1ts people. o
To begin with Trinidad itself is the most southerly of all fhe

islands of the British West Indies, It 1is Jjust off the Latin American
mainland, seven miles from Venezuela, It is separabed from the
mainland by the shallow Gulf of Paria, Tobago, a small hilly island
of 116 square miles is nineteen miles to the north-east of Trinidad,
‘More than half of Tobago is under cultivation and aériculture is 1£s
main business though 1t is rapidly becoming very popular as a tourit }

centre, Trinidad is xmm about 1,150 miles away from Jamaican, To i

get some sort of working idea of Justfwhaﬁ this means we hgvé %9‘

>
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remeﬁber that New York is about 1,500 miles away from Jamaica, So,
the distance between Jamaica and Port-of=Spain is just slightly less
than the distance between Jamaica and New York.

The total area of Trinidad is 1,864 square miles, which means
that 1t is less than half the size of Jamaica: and i as a populatic;
of eight-hundred and thirty-one thousand, éight % It is less :

than half the size of Jamaica and it has roughl as many people 4

as Jamaica. This would still be the case if ded the 116 square -
miles of Tobago and its population to tha rinidad, : ;
The peopie of Trinidad are ve e same sort of mixture }

: o
as the people of Jamaica = with \@y important difference'. The '3
‘

people of East Indian descent% he second largest group in the -
population of Trinidad. Ingfiact, 'I have not been able to find any
recent figures to confir ‘;?:T S0, while the Indians were roughly
35% of the pepulatr t three gears ago, they might'hn~xh have
risen to a highe Qtage since, What 1s definite is that the
people of India cent and the people of\African descent between
them mak uxre than 82% of the total population.

| land has three mountain systems which'pun from east to wesi
The between the northern and central ranges is fertile and well
watered and good farming land. South of the central range the water
supply is poor, Agriculture and forestry are extensive. The Pitch
Lake 1s 1n the south-west of the island. Trinidad is not as mountaiwous
as Jamaica: most of the land is below a thousand feet above see lewl,
So much for the pdace and its people, Tomorrow I'll tell yoﬁ'about,
1ts economy and its politics., And wf course, when I speak to you  _ |
tomorrow it willbhave achieved its independence., So let us saf%e ;%f-“

NOW, 04000 oGo0dnight, ¥
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Good evening: One of the things few Jamaicans seem/to know is

that Jamaica X&xkkakxIxmaxex is not the richest 1sland in the Britih

Cafibbean. The false notion that she is tke rich 8 been perpdrat¢

out of a combination of pure Jamaican chauvinis e anti-federal

spirit that did not hesitate to use the big <i he fact is that |

Trinidad and Tokako 1is not only economic: tter off than Jamaica,

its economy is also more solidly base@ that of Jamaica today. v
Let us take a few examples, @1 Jamaica, the National Income

t

has more than doubled over the,p n years in Trinidad, But wherms

-Jamaica's percapita income tood £131 last year. The Trinidad

per caplta income stood . 50 on a per capita basis each #
Trinidadian was 876 reoff than each Jamaican last year, This may
not have been so- s of actual cash, but it would certainly hae
been a very im factor in determining how much the money you

do have can \and what services the government has to offer and

how the redspread around., The first and most obvious result of
thisqls | at the cost of living is lower for the average Trinidadian
than ;t is for the average Jamaican, That is example number one, Now
for example number two, Last year Jamaica lmported good worth

£75.2 million, Agalnst this, she exported goods worth £62 méllion.
This means that in her trading with the outside world last year,
Jamaica was in debc to the tune of £13.2 millions Trinidad op the
other hand imported goods worth £122,18 million, just a little less
than twice the amount Jamaica imported, This means that they are . -
importing a whole lot more food and clothing and other items than :

we are, And this’ in turn means that more of these things are availagiz

AR
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to moré of their people, Remember there are Enly half as many of them
spent =

as there are of us, and yet they armxsrErRirg nearly twice as much

on imports as we xeE did last year. But let us see the whole pictre

through, Although they spent £122 millions-plus on imports, They
exported good worth £123,38 million., So, after all t high spendinSj

when they finished checking theilr b;)\oks last yea@ owed nobody
D

anything on last year's business and they had rofit of ®x

one and a half million pounds on their overs trading. That, for

i g O L

any business, for any individual, for _ ciety or nation is as
zz you could want to be in.

sound andhealthy an economic positi
And that 1s the economic state oi@ewly independent Trinidad

and Tobago. : \/ =

Politically Trinidad 1?, in quite as happy a position., It
ry

has made the most extr

s AN AN

strides since the appearance of Dr.
Eric Williams on th in 1955. I was in Bort of Spain abe the

time and I attepd e of the first - if not the very first - of his'
Woodford Square etings, Since those déys the politics of pérty and
“programme ‘g\ieplaced the politics of person, position and race, Bit
the tw y system 1s not as deeply bedded‘as it is in the Jamaien *
socie Aﬁd too much depends dn one man, Trinidad today is Dr., Eric, :
Williams. Remove him and no one can be sure of what will'remain of

ihe political stabllity of Trinidad., Jamaica has been particularly
fortunate in having two instead of just one outstanding leader, Bamow'
emergence has strengthened the two=-party system in Barbados. Trinidad
needs time fér this to happen., And so the great weakness withrwhich
Trinidad enters on independence is that Eric Williams, for the presen 

i1s Trinidad and Trinidad 1s Eric Willlams. And absolute ?owepyis a”

4

most dangerous thing - even in the hands of a saint. Goodnig
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Good evening: Without the past, there can be no present and
there can be no future, And yet you know, a number of our West Indian

politicians seem to think that the only way in wr%%reate a
S

future for themselves is to wipe out the past. not, of course,

a purely West Indian phenomemon, It 1is wor-l d I think you
can measure the political sophistication pcilety and its leaders:
by whether theéy try to wipe out their<‘; r not., In politically i

Jeliticians tend to want to #ﬁ

developed countries each generatiOr‘p

build on what has gone before. AA?N‘ y all tend to want to give

credit to those wHd have gone be €, And as time passes, the par'ly"j

lines are blurred and on ervices the man rendered are remember
- [ ‘w
/

and honoured. In Britsa

1iam Pitt, Benjamin D'Israeli and Willem |

Aty

Lloyd Geroge are gingly remembered and honoured as great g |
he United States George Washington, Abraham

Wilson - and of late even Franklin Roosevelt -

as great national leaders rather than party men.

And iring politician, either in Britain or the United States, .

feels that 1t is necessary to destroy the feputations of these rast ¥
1eadérs in order to build up his own, Indeed, the aspiring’politichn 1
in these countries wants to be a part of the pattern and tradition
which threw up these great men, And it is very interestiné to note
that it is in societies ﬁhere this 1s the pattern that the bitii%n .gg
enjoys greater personal freedom and the tendencies ito violénce*wmi?
dictatorship are leastO‘ | ’ . ”

Hitler had to burn books in an effort to wipe dut the liberal

Western European‘}raditiohs-of the past; in Stalin'a.ﬁﬁsssia they; -
: ; : : o ‘ & et

e -
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rewroﬁe the history of their revolution in order to turn Stalin into
sort of en infallible God. In South Africa they have banned bopks
¢my own included) and they have reorganised education in such a
way that no black boy or girl Would be taught to regard himself or
herself as the equal of any.white person, And in Ghana Kwame
Nkrumah has decided to rewrite the history of his ‘;EE’ and his
people in such a way that everything begins wit Nkrumeh, K And
of course, all these people always find Jus@on for doing this
Now, I am not saying that we have go ar as this anywhere
in the West Indies, But doﬁypu remem : ¢ Williams' burning of
the documents on Chaguaramas abouté? or so back? And do you
remember Errol Barrow's calqul ted ult of Grahtley Adams shortly
after Barrow had won the B ba&lections? And nearer home, do »
you remember Millard Jo o sneeéing at Manley and Bustamante as ﬂ‘-l
the history of Jamaige an with him? An 4 even within the two ma jr

parties, 80 you reneg the, P.N.PIes ( when they were in power) wip

denied that Bus e made any sort of contribution to the nationsda
strqggle?: ave you héard the rumours going around that Manley's
contribautign™must now be denied? I think this is a dangerouely
destructiye tendency which we want to watch very carefully., What mqf :
seem like a clever political éxpend%ent could easily undermine the |
basic liberties of this society.

So., please do not allow this parkkmuiaxiy rewriting of Jamaica'd
past - either the distant or the immediate past, It is as we under;
stand and value and cherish that which was good_fn the past thaﬁfwe
can live creatively in the present and make a worthwhile contributim
to the future, Without the past there cqﬁ\be no bre;ent and there

can be no future. .Goodnight, 2 e+ ‘
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Good evening: Saturday evening's earthquake in Irén (or Pefsia,

as it used to be called) has taken more than ten thou d lives so
%he final

far. Heaven only knows what the death toll will begWh

count is made., - What makes this tragic disaster ®o worse is the,@
the death roll need not have been
fact that/xhnxnxnnndxnukxhxxnxhnnnxthixxxn is terrible scale .

With a little thought and a little plannin death roll could have

been kept down.

If only a small proportion o alth and scientific skill

.

-

that went into putting the two Russ n astvnaauts into space had
been put to the*sérvice of ?ﬁm and protecting mankind from _

|
|
earthquakes, many of thos died in Saturday 8 earthquake might .%

]

still be alive today@ he same token, if a fraction of the American

skill and money t t in to the Venus shot had been put to the

g |
service "of man rth, many Persians who are now dead may still

have been a \today. When you stop to think about 1t thei whole e
thing s utterly fantastic - a sort of mad ﬁragedy of humen fdly.

= ow more about earthquakes today than man has’ever known.,
t O \7:3
We know what causes them, and we know what we should do/tke minimiss |

their effects., There 1is an instrument called a seismogfaph which
can measure ihe shock waves éet up by an earthuake, and which ecan
p#inpoint the position of the earthquake by the timeigap betWween ‘
shockwaves, It 1is not possible to predipt earthquakgzﬁin advance,
But with their knowledge of where earthquakes afe likely to happen,
sclentists can prepare for trouble well in advance, And there is
warning of a few hours bgfore any major tremor,., So there are things

=
we can do,
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We know that earthquakes happen most frequently in those areas.éé

-]

where the earth's crust is still changing, where there'are cracks .;j

.
on the earth's surface, We have even nameé.these areas 'earthquake
belts' and they include the shores of the Pacific Ocean (remember

and
the recent Chilian disaster) and a huge area of sout®rn Asia wkimk

extendf all the way to the Mediterranean Sea. S@ the first
: i

things we can do is to make sure that theré a ng stations
within the earthquake belts., Second we can m re that machinery
is set up §o that emergency evacuation \g€et under way within an
hour of any warning. Third, we can gg sure that the types of

& The most )& |
houses bullt within the earthquah‘g!:s? have steel frames,xIfxweExdm
ua

common cause

IMEERXERIRXE of death in eart 8 is the collapsing of houses m
- -

people and the breaking ou fires, The hundred odd towns and @ *

villages which were de% in Saturday's earthquake were mainly

¥ ;:";"!Q-i-v:.; RERCS TN

stone structures no@» forced, and so they became terrib2eé- death-
traps, as they ha n through the ages whe: one quake could

. SRy

claim thirty, or y or fifty or sixty or even one hundred thousand

human 11 . greatest and quickest destruction of the most human

bei?fi25> story was not at Hiroshima, as many people believe., The

bomb iroshima and the bomb at Nagasaki together destroyed only *
. ~ v : '
upwards of a hundeed thousand people, One earthqulKE,AFhe Shemaka

Prévince of China destroyed over 800,000 people in 1556. In 1920
another 200,000 were'destroyed in China, and in 1923 90,000 in Japan,.,

But thefe is no need for this massive slaughter today. We know\énoﬁgh

b
3P

z -
to prevent much of 1t., But instead of deing so ye are shootling at

the Moon and at Venus. And then we think man is so smart, It all

seemsypretty dumb to me, Goodnight. ’
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Good evening: I think this business of'petting words into‘peqie'
‘mouths is getting a little out of hand, especially when it comes
from as able a source as the Sunday Gleaner's\Poli i‘:E:>epprter.
On Sunday, in the course of hls comments on the . the Politicdio

fol

fouth - :"those people

Reporter accused me of speaking sneer'ingly a the Jamaican voters
as = and now I quote the words he put int-
who have destroyed the image of West nationhood"., The fact
is that I never said any such thi nly the Political Reporter
knows why he wante to put thos ular words into my mouth,

The only time I referﬁgd t est Indian nationalism over the

past week was when I dis d the news that Dr. Arthur Lewls was "f
leaving the univers t September. This I did on Tuesday August
28th and these we exact words that I used:

“Indeed b re asked for one possible reason why Dr, Lewis

has decided\tOh\leave and go tc an American university I would

sugges t 2t is possibly because of his distress and disappointment
at tRg batrayal of West Indian nationalism., There are vast numbers of
people throughout the region for whom being West'Indians is °till
more important than being Jamaicans or Bajans or Trinidadians” or i
Guianese, I think Dr. Lewis is one of those people."

- These are ho;dly the words the Politioal Reporter put into my
mouth., But then, this seems to be the 8illy season for misquotations..
Anyway, let us get on to the much more important question of

the use of drugs, Lately there has been a great debate on the drug

Thalidomide. A number of pregnant women had used this drug as a -

tranquiliser. Then some of them gave birth to deformed children. I

b g Aot
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think most of us have seen the picture of the very beautiful littie

boy who was born without‘armso As a result of all this, one American

mother who had taken Thalidomide decided not to risk having a defomed

baby and went to Sweden for an operation. After the operation the »

doctors confirmed that the baby would have been born<;i:’rmed.People,
e

all over the world are still debating the rights wrongs of

this woman's action. : ‘ i
What has come out of this business i ‘New awareness of the

possible dangers of these drugs. Ther s great debate going on

Pl ity

- ,'
in Britain now about the 'No-Baby' = Which is the latest form

|
of birth control, This Pill has ‘Nﬁi n use for Jjust about a year

a
o

or so and so far there has beeweport of any harm to any wéman ‘
who has use@ it, But a y agsibha very short time and there are doctor%
who say they will not be it for thelr patlients until it has A

been tested for tesn @ ears, But almost an équal number of doctors

who are only t : to prescribe it for mothers who do not want

to have bab 5 this 'No-Baby Pill' looks like being a point of
dispute f Qg}%e some’time to come,

ﬁ of much more immediate concern to us in Jamaican is the
news Washington that one of the ingredients of APC can be harmfu;
to our'kidneys if taken in large and repeated doses, Most of us talke
AP.C, for our headaches or other minor ailments, This is becausé we
want quick relief and also because few of us can afford to go to a
doctor for every small ailment. But now the question arises: Are we
really dolng ourselves any good by seéking quick relief? And what is
supposed to be a large dose of A.P.C.? May I sugseét that you take it
easy on the use of‘drugs untilithe experts teli us more about them,

2

Goodnight,

'
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®hed evening: The first results of last year's agricultural

census which has Just been released kxxkke makes most_linteresting

reading and, I think, gives clear pointers to the ejof férming 2

in Jamaica. But before I discuss these’pointera‘\‘e me glve you
a rundown of the facts. | : =
The last agricultural census was for But since then there;ﬁ

have been sample survey in 1950; 1954 58. So there has been

a continuous check on trends ever @ o six years., 2
The most 1mportént single 1&5“; f information out of thev}atest;

census 1s that Jamaica's sqsll T 8 are slowly disappearing; and ;

the smaller the farm, th ter it is disappearing; Between 1942 \;
and 1954 there were- y 139,009 small farms of under five acres
each, By 1961 the¢f] had droppea to 112,600, This means that
26,400 small fa less than five acres had gone oui of existenaé

»

between 1953&1 1961, Twenty=-six thousand farms in seven years, Ths
t\s

means 11 farms have been disappearing at the rate of close
on thAgee jthousand eight hundred a year. This 1s quite an aﬁazing -2
rate for farms to go out of existence. e

But this was not all, In the small to medium sized farms the
same trend took place, though on a smaller scale., The 1942 tensus
showed a total of 28,000 farms of between five and twenty-four acres.
By 1954 the total number of farms in this categor& had risen to
53,000 - nearly double the 1942 total for 5-24 acre farms;‘But, 8
between 1954 and 1961 the total in this category had dropped to
41,000. In other words something like 12,000 small to medium-sized»

farms had disappeared by last year,

-




2 | B

And something of thls self-same pattern persists, ﬁhough on a
much more modified scale on even larger\ units, Farms of between 25
and ninety acres rose from a total of 4,000 in 1'91'1-2 to five thousamd
six hundred in 1954, But in 1961 the total in thés ecategory had
dropped to %:ggg It is dnly in the farms that are@ five
hundred acres each that no dramatic change has tafew pY¥Yace., Their

numbers have remained more or less constant. \
h

The Department of Statistics explaing,t decline in the number

off farms - especialiy the smaller far %ointin&; to the heavy-’\\r‘

migration that took place between d X961, In addition there !

is been the steady movement away @n\

cities, Men have given up SCI‘W% a2 living from the earth in _

favour of finding a Job n?workshop or factory infd a town. And  ":'-.\
n

so the drift from the tinues, "

e rural areas into the i

This is pretty @ nevitable, This 1s what is going on every-
where in the wogl he pattern is towards smaller numbers of people j
remaining onqthe nd and, with the aid of machines, getting more
from th@etting enough to feed the people in the towns and
also@ uting towards the wealth of the nation, This has been,
this a logical development towards aﬁ efficient and high}y
productive agriculture. But 1t poses great challenges and the gredaest
of these is: What are we to do with the vast numbers who drift to
the towns and swell the ranks of the unemployed? Before we can begh
to tackle this question it seems to me that we must face up to the
fact that ther drift from the land is not only inevitable, it is al®
in the beét long-term interests of Jamaican agricultufe. |

Goodnight
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Good evening: Sir Alexander Bustamante and his team of advisrs

leave tomorrow for Britain and the Commonwealth Prim isters'
Conference which begins in'London next % e have
remarked on the size of the delegation the Pri ter 1is taking '
with him. Some people have remarked on it qui ply as something e

¥
striking: others have remarked on it’ mof eriticism of the q
government, I think both attitudes w Q‘ﬁe expected., When the 3
P.N,P, was in power many people r % on the size of the missions'
they sent abroad, and the J.L n the opposition party) ofﬁen
crlticised them for spendin?lic money on these missions, I't. is

therefore not surprisi N.P, supportere should now get their |

own back, This, af is the stuff of party politics. #
But party pol side, the Mission to London is a very large

one and I th ould try to ‘examine the possible reasons for ifs

sizé. As jiggb‘the Prime Minister, the mission will include Mr,

as we

éangste . Lightbourne, ¥#=r—Seesa, Mr, Gyles and Mr. Ken Jones, .
’S:;) the usual civil service advisors. To the best of my
knowledge this is a larger Ministerial mission than Mr. Manley ever.
took with him when he headed the governmenf. But this government was

obviously not elected in order to follow any pattern set by Mr,
lanley's go&ernment. So ‘let us forget that aspect of 1t.
One/possible reason for the largeness of the delegation = and
it is one that makes_a lot of sense to me - is that this will be
Jamaica's first full-scale exercise in handling external é?fair&
since independence. If I am right then the Commonwealth Prime

.

Ministers' Conferenée is only one facet of the whole exercise, Out

-

o

. - -



,’of the Conference will come a number of issues that are crucial to :

Jamaica's future, There is the question of the Enropean Common Market.

If Britain joins the effects are bound to be profound on Jamaica's

agriculture and, to a lesser extent, on her industrialisation plans,

So it becomes important that the Ministers concerne%h agriculture
e

and with trade and industry should be on hand t to tell the ¢

Prime Minister what possible effect this or e might have on

1
agriculture or on trade and industr'y° Als would give the two »i
Ministers a first-hand opportunity to e problems they face '

A

in terms of a world-wide perspecti being on the spot in

London and by possibly slipping o%o Furope to see the E.C.M..
in gperation they are likely gé\egme to'grips with the issuei.ﬂﬁvoled3
in a way that is not pos i?wh,ile they sft in their oftios T8 ]
Kingston. I think if at it in this 1igpt then the largenesgfz
of the Mission cou @ seeﬁ as possi‘r;ly a goed thing. It can givews |

4
our Ministers fA"er and more realistic grasp of the.world in |

which we 1.vg\;' d that is always a good-thing for politicians to =
a

have., Bu xpayer is not going to be satisfied simply'to be
payi@ he education of his Ministers. And so I should say that
the I judgement will depend on what the mission achieves, If

it brings back something godd anfl positive for Jamaica then it will
be judged a goqd micsion - whatever its size., Nothing succeeds as
well as success 1tself, . ;

Finally, I do hope we will have a better flow of information
on the doings of the Mission than we had during the last mission to -

‘Washington and London. Goodnight., | b
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Good evening: Wednesday news that the United States has ordered
a third additional shipment of sugar from Jamaica dnd the West Indies;
is very cheering indeed, As a matter of fact I thi t development

3
in the sugar industry over the past three or fou eks have been '

more cheering than in any other sector of th@ y. Three times _\;Ji.';f
W

X @@
American sugar inteérests have called on t t Indies to supply

them with extra sugar: this was becau thgr sugar producers could %

not deliver what they had promised@ ericans, And three times

" the West Indies and Jamalca could’\e; did, deliver, This 1is very : ﬁ

good and it speaks very well fo sugar industry. 2 &=

But of course, you o) e Américané&did’not Just pick the =
name of Jameica out of and say 'We like YOu S0 you must supply
us with the sugar'. as not as simﬁle as that, A very great dedl
of very hard w been‘going on quietly for months now to promoe
Jafiaiean an &t Indian sugar in the American market. And the man |
who@as@o ng ka,ll this hard work.is Sir Robert Kirkwood, :
Chairmemol”the Jamaica Sugar Manufacturers Assoclation as well as of
the* WeS¥ Indies Sugar Manufacturers Association,

- Sir Robert has spent more time away in Washington oveg the past
six months or so than he has spent at his home, He has talked to
Senators and Congressmen and leaders of opinion in every walk of
American life, And the positive and the tangible results of all thee
efforts are the new sugar orders that have come here over the past
tgree weeks, The point is théf these windfalls to our sugar industy

didﬂnotrqut happen: Sir Robert Kirkwood d4id an awful lot of hafﬁ

" »

' P B : o 2 ,'.1 = oo / 2 S e

work to make them happen, And the wonderful thing is that the_in&ﬁdﬁy”




was ready and able to deliver the goods when the call came.

As you know, a much lessg happy situation obtains in the buildhg
industry. Some of you will remember that it was as recently as &
Wednesday of last week that I discussed the building industry in .
the light of the Allen Award. I told you then that ijmwas awfully

>

difficult to get at the facts in the light of the g flicting

arguments put forward by the employers' side on\ e hand and

the workers' side on the other, But I did al that if the 1ndutfj

does in fact come to a standstill then we bviously have priced

ourselves out of business, Now, Jama emix Limited has decided
to close down its operations in Ji\ab rather than carry on under

the terms of the Allen Award. kers were supposed to be paid ﬁfﬂ

finall;?€%é2§c Both the Mi ry of Labour and the National WoYkers
Union are trying to avert s closure, It 1s too early yet to know
the outcome, But th ertainly a warning that it is possible for
labour to price 1 ight out of business, . I sincerely hope that

\ the‘labour move will think very carefully around the 1mplicatia1s

on
of the devel nts at Premiz, As I told you Xaxx Wednesday of last

week, k a fall’off in building activity is inevitable this year,
so thepre-As bound to be a measure of unemployment in the industry. ¥
other firms followithe example of Premix then we could facé serious
unemployment., So let ﬁs think carefully,

Finally, the Government has kept its electlion promise to cut
market fees, As from November lst market fees will be 25% lower then.-
they now'are. So, chalk one up to the government for having kep£ one

=

promise, Goodnight,
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Good evening: The Board of Management of the Jamaica Aéﬁﬂcuitfai
Soclety this week started discussing a feally crucial'subjectg.l &
think this subject is so‘importaht that I should 1 entire
Jamaican community to think about it and to disaeu 1p. The subject
is the control of the use of the Jamaican ea%\ 5 ST

‘A member of the J.A.S. Board, Mr. W.A‘i"' ,suggested that

a

an organisation be set up to .control ge and to direct how

the land should be used. The Board scussed the idea and will
discuss the lidea again at futu em t ngs, So, pending thosé future
meetings, here are a few poﬁnt houlq like to put forward to you :

for discussion among yo

I think we wil agree that proper land usage is a matter {é
of very grave imp for Jamaica's economic future. In order tog@i
survive in tod h competttive world we must learn to feed

ourselves 35\3f possible, to export surpLus.food. If we do not @
this th ewWwill go on getting deeper and deeper into debt through :
impoqtin® food. And sooner or later we will run into a first-class
economic crisis, with unemployment, shortage of food and general

hopeless and helplessness, For a very long time to come agriculture

:is‘going to be the cornerstone of our existence. Manufacturing, mining

pourism and the other sectors of the economy have done exceedingly

"well, but in spite of that Jamaica is still primarily an agricultural,

country. And so land is literaglly the life of this country and its
pepple.i This much, I think most of us would agree with
And if we agree with this much, then I think we must also agree

that much of the life and substabce of this country is beigg wasted.f;




¥,

‘much good living soil is carried down to the sea me we have

think and talk and argue about 1t.; Goodnight.

_.r,'""-,s |

We all know of the vast acres of sloping hillside land that 1is e&ther

in bush, or, worse still, that has been clear by Tiring %o zaeld §§
3

one corn crop and then left, parched and exposed to die, When t

r,'t

life has gone out of the soil they say it is inert., Well, we éll

know how- much inert soll there is in Jamailca; and we knoﬁ how

S
heavy rains., We know that the land of wood an \ 111, unless

we do something about it, become the kkm lan oods and droughts‘é

Be already have signs and warnings of thds 1 this we know,

bl

SWIE

The question is: Knowing all tk

are we prepared to do

to correct this situation? I'thi |
facts. Fact number one: If any * cian dr any party does anything,‘%

which 1s good and necesse:erkt which the. farming community does ' _
not like, that politi

that party are in for trouble. No ~

party can buck Jama rming community and its organisation and

ticians and the parties know this and so tnpy :

2 right thing to do and they may still not do it.

may know whag\;i fg
A case in nteis the firing of land, cspecialiy hillside land, We :

all kn is bad, But it is a guick way of clearing the 1and and -
the g&::;!s prefer it. And 80 nothingwpositive and drastic is done =
to stop this bad/practice.z And so we come/to the question: are we

prepared to make any sacrifices to preserve and restore tne Jameican

> " %
earth? If so, what sacrifices are we prepared to make? Are we prepaed,

in.the interest of the nation, to accept control and direction? Hre

we nrepared to accept the proposition ‘that no man is entitled to
abuse the land, even if he owns it outright? These are only a few
of the very important points behlnd Mr, Smith's'suggestion. And T :

think«it is such-an 1mportant suggestion that I hope you will all.

s S ‘,-.J”;" <
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Good evening: The simteen Commonwealth Prime Ministers today

began ‘discussing the implications of Britain Joining the European - ~§

Economic Community = which is the coﬁéct formal n he 8ix- i
Buropean Common Market countries. Reports are ese talks<lzl’ .
on the Common Market and Britainfs entry ar e to take up the ¢
whole of this week, I think this glves u i indication of

=l

just how vital this question is both {EE?;. ain and to the other
Commonwealth countries,

For the past few months now\ f us have heard and read about ‘
the big debate as to whether Br n should join the Commoquarket fﬂ

or whiether Britain should.n oin. Canada, Australia and New Zealané

|

- 4
have expressed theilr gs= often quite strongly - on the subject. ]
Indeed, at one st t year it seemed likely that Canada would v @
lead a sort of way Commonwealth mévemént, and there was talk 4

e

of Canada D E\e&ng the new leader of a new style Commonwealth which *
had giv reat Britain. But of course, once the Caraddans really
stopged d thought of the posgible implications of trying to head a

predominantly coloured Commonwealth, the idea lost ninety percent of

its attraction. The Affican members of the Commonwealth =- Ghana, 5
Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Tanganyika = have also expreésed their views
pretty strongly. And as in the case of Canada, Australia and New
Zealand, they are very worried about Britain joining the Common
Market. Some of them, like Ghana, aré‘flatiy and siarply against it .
And inside Britaiﬁ itself the debate has been guite as/sharp as it

has been in the Commonwealth countries,

& 4 And it 1is this big'débate which has tended to obscure one*of :
¥ 's: Na * I & { 5 = ¥ S S
i & p LRl e o S e R
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the most important aspects of this whole matter. From the way we
have all debated whéther Britain should go into tﬁe Common Market
or ﬁot, anybody would think thet the basic choive was up to Britain
and up to us, This means we have assumed that there 1s a genuine 3
freedom of choice: that Britain could either choose nter or not
to enter; In 2 sense this is true, but only i . Fery narrow én&
limited sehse. But the real quest10n>is no&SES:%~E Britain should
enter the European Common Market. The re tion is whether
Britain can afford to keep 6&t of the Market, An d I think j
once we look at it from that poin ew, the whole complexion of’
the debate would change., \%

So, let us ask the questzghg/ﬁan Britain afford to stay outside |

: e
the European Common Market am sure that in the privacy of the

Conference Room = x¥ous® both Mr, Macmillan and Mr. Heath |
will try to pers » Commonwealth Prime Ministers to face the
question in t s, because this is the real question. Can Britaln
afford to outside the European Common Market? .I think the

plain est and truthful answer is a definite no, Britain

cannot rd to stay outside the Common Market. It is not a question
of wh she wants or what she does not want, It is a simple questim
of survival in today's world. In ‘order to survive, in order to no
more than hold her own on the world economic scene, in order to
retain such political influence as she still has, Britalin must join
the European Common Market. If she does not, then, first Western
Europe will turn against her and squeeze her and then-her Commonwesalth
partners will desert her one by one, So the real question is not “
whether she should join but on what terms, I will discuss this ;

tomorrow; so till then, goodnight.

2
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Peter Abrahams speaking =

Good evening: I think once we face the real question about . e
Britain and the European Common Market: Can Britain afford the stay

out? Then we are really coming to grips with just aBo the most »
significant development of the second half of th @ury. the : :
djnamic rebirth of Western Europe. \ \

At the end of World War Two Germany Q?uins, her-economy

broken, her social and “cultural fabri i%hed, her children guil&-
ridden and demor'alised. France, on rman¥'s conduerors, was notj"-'f

very much better off. The occupat

d the terrible war had nearly =

bled her white., Italy, which wa many 8 partner, also lay in runs
The countriesAof the lowlan the Benelux countries - had been
over=run by the-conque their Jackbooté. Europe was sick

and beaten and it d @- matter who was ‘c:he conqueror and who tine :
conguered, The 4 1ld masters were Russia in the Eaét and America :
in the West rit n which had held the tide in the most cruuial dqs

had los ly in the process and she no longer dominated world
politic nd world trade., But, i1n the person of her great leadef

Church , she still dominated men's minds and so for a while she !f

seemed the equal of the giant from the East and th giént from the

West, Her mistake was to believe this piece of fiction that she wss
the equal of Russia and America, And so, when the Western’Eéropean%":
with American ald, first tried to 1ift themselves out of" their poverty

end despair, Britalin would not Jjoin them. She thought she was too

big, that she could manage on her own with her Commqnwealth partnerg.

Anft then the miracle began to reveal itself. The West German

economy was rebullt at. a fantastic rate. The Freﬁch écnnpmy got géigg;




2 1 ¢

- o

Italy, the Benelux countries (Belgium, the Netherlands andgfuhﬁmbours)j
all got going. The European Coal and Steel Authorities, ﬁhe Furopem
Assembly, freedom of movement - all the crazy notions that had seemed
a lot of fancy dresms in the minds of people like Jean Monet = suddenls
become real, ‘ &> .:;
Today the new Europe is the fastest growing fo the world, T
and in terms of ideas
In political terms/it is already a third force t maintains s
present development there is no knowing whera<E?<h\g t end, Indeed, « .
if prepemt trends continue the new Europe h% yvet grow to a point :
where 1ts achievements outshine the b %he old Europe offer'ed;
ix the world. In economlc terms i fair to ouggrow the United

States over the next decade - if t trends continue, This is te ,4

%

: A L 2 9
Europe which Britain must either n or be squeezed out ofy Pure /J

self interest dicsates thgt eY joins. But because of her sense of

L]

responsibility toward; mmonwealth,she has been arguing and’

bargaining with 't ean Ecomomic Community for the pretection 1

of Commonwealt sts., If Britain wéfe prepared to abandon the
Commonwealt’ V ropeans would welcome her with open arms because =
they kn as a great contribution to meke to the new Furope.
The ctN\thét both President DeGauile and Chancellor Adenaur are
getting Ted up with her bargaining is an indication of how hard she
is trying to protect Commonwealth interests, So I do not think she £
deserves any abuse from any Commonwealth country. And you know, when )
it comes right down to fundamentals,’the first responsibility of ary
Bfitish Government is to safeguard the welfare and interestsof its own
people, And the welfare and interest of its own people demand

membership of the European;Ecd%micuGommunity. Goodnight,
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Good evening: I honesﬁ\do not think that we need to have gambling

in Jamaica in order to attract tourists hefé. I think e whole
assumption that legalised gambling at_hotels will tracy tourists

is false. Gambling does not attract totrists ae\ Gambling

attracts gadmblers, So the point is simply t we want to
attract gamblers to Jamalca, then by all m egalise Casino
gambling at our tourist hotels. Gamb e attractéd’d to places

. where they can gamble,

> —

The people who are trying oﬂgﬁbh 1egai§bed gambling at our
tduristlresofts make 1t so as ough all t;;rists are gamblers,
This is a piece of fictio uﬁigzglers are a minority. The majority f@
‘of tourlsts, whether e south of France or elsewhere, are never
fca/und in the gamb Qihts, Sc;'i I think we should very clearly

separate the tw ngs: @ambling is gambling; tourism 1s tourism.

I§h¥pg tourlst industry 1s much less dependent on gambling |
moters of gambling would make out., I think we can build
ry, successfulrtourist industry without introducing gambling
and gamblers into Jamalca, :

There was ohe very revealing point that some of the promoters
of gambling made in discussing the hatter.- It was suggested that,
fExakzanx in order to make sure that Jamaleans are not corrupted, tey
should not be allowed to go to these gambling places. In other wends;
set up gambling here, but exclude Jagpaicans from it, The idea seems
to be that we would retain our native purity and our native innocene
by not coming into contact with gamblling and the:g'a_éxblers even‘ 't.'hc‘ng)é

they are operating on Jamai&an soil, Ip"othervwofds, Jggtwgiscriminhtgi

» X N el
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-a sort, or it is the tired milli or_ it is the Hollywood set .

agalnst the‘natives and everything would be allright. Well, if the
wErX promoters of gambling were right,lif gambling were in fact
essential to a successful tourist industry, I would still not want u§
it, especially on these,terms. The poiﬁt is: they are not right, ;
You can have a highly successful tourist industry w ut having :?j‘
to sink to the level of importing gamblers and

The trouble with this sort of thinking i1t still concehas
of the Jamaican tourist industry in term ring for highly
affluent minorities., It is elther the t ational smart set = a

small but very rich and influentia up who set world fashion of‘"

The trouble about sets like t that there are so very few of :
them in the world. Once a e has fallen out of favour with the g
international smart s have had it. And Jamaica is'out' at the%
moment as far as t t rnational smart set 1s concerned. We can'
either wait our til we get back into favour with them once
more or we a ok for other customers., There are not enough i
milliona go round. So, inetead of saying 'Allright, the smaﬁrw
set 1 there is a shortage of millionaires, so let us cater to )
ary common or garden tourist - ' instead of sayihg that,
we are looking for another special minority group, the gamblers i
this time, How far can this go. ©Supposing the gamblers, like the 7
other minorities get tired of us and move off, to what lower‘iever
do we sink? What other affluent minorities will we be able to
attract? I think it is timeg we stopped thinking of our tourist
industry in terms of catering for minorities whether they be the

International Set, millionaires or gamblers, The ordinary people

of the world still make up the largest numbers of tourists in the

world, Let us give them a try for a change. Goodnight

Xgd e | N
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Good evening: Today is polling day in Grenada and last night
the Administrator, Mr. J.M. Lloﬁd appeafsakto the voters to make ;;ﬁ}f

-this a quiet election day. Mr, Lloyd 1ncidentally be returnhg

ead of Jamaicaﬁi
'”&

i

s |

to Jamaica soon to become the permanent'civil g

Ministry of External Affairs, :
But let us get back to the Grenada ek?i\ 8, Over the past :
4

=
gt |

Y1, S J
e |

®;

week or so passions have been mounting over the past few days

: there have been incidents of violenda 2

@

:this eruption of violence which h‘ﬁ\‘ g

hie appeal for orderly voting to R ¢ % - |
Now, the reason for &o election, as most of yeu know, is _;

g e |
~th§ttearlier this year enada constitution had to be suspended

bécaﬁse a Commiss @xn quiry“},;_ac‘i' found Mr,*@airy's government
guilty of ‘mish public mone& and also of trying to, and

succeedihg, intimidating and bullying civil servants into doing

thiﬁgs arly, When all this came out and Grenada's constitutbn”
was gusp d d, an angry protest went up from most West Indian '
politicTans, I was very glad that Jamaican politicians did not Join
the chorus of protest because I thought at the time and I still

think that Mr., Gairy deserved the treatment he got, The unfortunate .
part of the whole business was that the people of\Grenada were also
Sxtnr pulitehon fBr tha sins Be Ve Baley,  But ALl that 4s in L&
past now., The real question is what the future hold for Grenada, and

I think that in terms of the future much will depend on how the

voters choose today.

e 2003

o

Mr. Gairy closed his campaisnﬁiost_night by addressing his 'ifv?g]

gt




"'"_gtform of joing the 'little Ei @sm if Gairy wins (and if he
‘kqpps his election promises) w try to lead Grenada to become |

"} P

‘95 ﬂ.a part of Trinidad and Tob But once Mr., Galry stops and really

Eight and that would be the politiecal end of Mr, Eric Gairy. But

followers from a boat just offshbre - while his followers crowded
the Dbeach 1istnnins. And he tried to make some symbolic connectdoma
between his mee ting and a gathering that took place on the edge

of the sea of Galilee nearly twqgthousaco years ago, Indeed, he
is reported to have made free u;\tﬁﬁﬁ@%wﬁ;-rd Galil found thi$§gg
news most depressing. And if _aﬁﬁns tod tions we

Gairy platform this time is that he wants Grenada to become part

of the unitary state of Trinidad and
His opponent, Mr. Herbert Bla is 1pading his party on the

can look forward to more such depre ng new EE? Grenada, The ég

-

%Efnks o8 what that mi to his own personal position, he 1s

(s 1 w:Eﬂnc Williams is not the kind of mam

who wilquut Gairy ;rand of Dolitics for longer than

he has to. o € Grenada is definitely delivered into the
Trinidad fold Dr. Williams might have no use for Mr. Gairy.

I am =) ese thoughts have entered Mr, Gai}y's head. If, on the :

other d, Mr., Blaize's party wins, Grenada would Join the little

‘whatever happens, I think this election marks the turning point for

Grenada, After this, the hard facts of life are golng to make Grendﬁia

realise that they are very small and very poor and cannot affoepd

the luxury of either Cabinet Government or of Gairy-type politicianl
Goodnight
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Good evening: The news thet the United Nations Sqourityvqéigf
has unanimously approved Jamaica amd Trinidad's appl tion for~ﬁ
membership of the worid body, means that fhé Gene z;é;l ‘
debate on these applicétions later this month, somethinsf&x
a formality. ©So, for all practical pufpose’ now safely sé?ﬁ
the Jamaica membership of the United NatiJ;E’!s.a certainty. And ﬁ;

\

is very good news,

Now let me go on %o somethi@m I personally find a little
h ’ v

more tricky to handle. A Mr, Cw from Knockpatrick has wrj.tte;j‘;
to ask me to comment on. th nase of Dr. Robert Sobl@m. Mr, Crawforg

Soblen died, so, in a sense, the

letter was written before
specific question h does not arise any more, Vr. Crawford's
question was: Sho . Soblen be returned to the place from which

he escaped? An n Mr. Crawford gax referred me to the Bible, to

' Deutronom er 23, verse 15, which says "Thou shalt not deliver
unto h tér the servant which is escaped from hls master unto théi

And alleo referred me to the first book of Samuel, the 3oth chaptg;y

verse 15 which says: "And David said to him, Cans$ thou bring me "'ig
down to this company? And he said, Bwear unto me by God, that thou ,%
wilt nelther kill me, nor deliver me into the hands of my master, |
and I will bring thee down to fhis company." : ; : .A%

From these two references to the Bible 1t seems that Mr. Crawﬂrd
is concerned with the principle of the whole question. Was it.right _
for Britain and Israel to make the attempt to send Dr. Soblen haek =

to the 'United States?




gquestion in strictly theological terms., For one thing, I am not “'

o

qualified to do so. Only a qualified religlous leader couldfdd tggg
4

But let us ask the questlion in terms of our relations and responsium.i

to our society. First, let us take a very simple case, A man in %ﬁ

5

Jdmaica kills another man in Jamaica., He 1s arreste tried and
. He appeals,

found guilty. He i1s then sentenced to life impr

and while the appeal is going on he gets on a nd gets off at
Puerto Rico. Should we now applyssthe words ronomy chapter 23 7
verse 15 to this man? Because if we do, is man can go scot @
free once he arrives in Puerto Rico 1t would mean that any-

person anywhere can committ mur‘dqi\~ number of murders and then

run to another country and be‘\e{;; And this would apply to any

ARG L,»,.Ax.,\.h‘ﬁ

Pl )

5

crime. / ‘
) The important point h Soblen case, it seems to me, is that_"}',_.-
Dr.\Soblem wés a ci f ﬁhe United Staﬁee..He enjoyed the i
protection and se -that society afforded ali its citizens: hev
also had to bea responsibilities that citizenship conferred on
him. And gn thé responsibilities was to submit to and uphold
the la his society. Another was to do nothing te hurt th securaﬁy
of h s ciety; and, indded, to do everything to strengthen it, This Q
has nothing to do with political opinions., Communist sbcieties expect
no less from thelr citizens, And whatever the nature of the society,
the citizen who breaks the law is punished; and the nature of the
punishment is made to fit the crime, These, it seems to me, are ghe
essential facts behind the tragic and emotional dramaﬁ of the Bobler
case, Rightly or wrongly, the society, any society, protects itself
by punishing any of its citizens who are caught breaking the rules
by which the socliety lives. This 1s the essence of the rule of lqyfzi>
; : Goodngsgi. ’ ‘ _ (e
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Peter Abrahams speaking

- Good evening: I have so far'refrained from taking part in
géneral discussion on what was supposed to havg happi;EE>betwg‘n

a3 ‘Edward Seaga and Mr, Herbert Macdonald over the géating/or Mr.
R , at the the very succesbful Ninth Centrali America Carigbeanfq'
« -, I have not said anything so far because I di hink pha; I cou

sey anything that would be useful in clear up the matter. And

T : - % iy g
* =« certalnly did not want to make any-co ion to firthering any;ﬂ

8 t-t hara feeliné; and confggion. But 1mportant_pfbce of inform
‘ .‘ from a relieble scurce has com&to knowledge and I think it he:
1 to clear the whole matter o, at=1east, to put it 1@.a mucﬂ.mo‘
sensible perspective. ‘ E : i »
#' % "7 The plece of i ion I have is simply this, On the»great. d
b ™ e -at the flag raisi Serfmony, lMr. Menley sat besiéé_Sir Alexander
‘}Sf . Bustamante, and ront of most of the other Cabinet Ministers, at

b Sir Alex e‘\hustamante's special 1nvitati§n. I understand that
Prim er wrote the Leader of the Opposition a letter invitins
him t upy that particular place of honour and  distinction,

I think if this particular plece of information had been genera
Known all the fuss and bother would have beer avoided. And you know,
once you stop and think of it. This was just the sort of thing!Sir
Alexander Bustamante would do., And by the-same token, 1T Mps Manley
had headed the government he would probably have done the same sort
of thins. Certainly, when I got this piece-of 1nform&§ien my'f;;e'
Q,reaction was t 'Yg§, of course, tha;.is j?e ffh-’figg_Bui§A .

*"‘r ; ’ i@ - e -
i ‘. " dg' T "’.ﬁ’!‘f N i) f; \C" g :ﬁ
i -' o . L e
& Foles ? And, onae zhgg sggting

# “ ; : 2‘@ ‘“ c

‘n" et

- T £? iy 7’" AR ,"_\;:,__-‘:
N rt‘v~ » E"AA ‘g‘j,;' ¥

e



e gh e

P o ,«-—m—t R T T T S “gzw e - —— -

"position came about. Certainly, I would have th t this

~and fight politically without hav resort to.the methods of
gutter. I have never heard_eit ley or Bustamante abuse each
%

_naety thing agi;t he other, In fact, I have been quite impressed
: by the re :

: is/amazing 11nk between genuine
. of & society.

by the Prime Minister himself, it was natural, at the Games; .
officlals concerned to autometically escort Mr. Manley to tE%ES;
seating position wheneverihe visited the @ames. :

I am sure theh Mr., Seaga would not have become iﬁ"Volned in

this unfortunate 1ncident if he had known how Mr, Ma 8 se&@i];

the sort of kmm thing that would be made know inisters
Government at the least. . Q~ : o :

= But .1 do think that there is a lo ;SE’.iesson that our ye
politlcians can learn from this and that 1s how . to di::‘

other or call each other by foulest names, But I ha¥ve heard s
of our younger politic both parties being quite pasty and
personal and dirty @ each other., I have met both Manley and

Bustamante privatelWand I have never heard the one say a mean or

1th which each speaks of the other. Unhappily I

canngi;:jg he same about most of our younger politiclans. And you =

know, day both Manley and Bustamante will disappear from the

scene and a new generation of leaders will take their place., When
that day comes, will it mean.a return to the political jungle of emt

and
gutter polltics? Will personal abuse/ character assassination be the

order of the day? Unless our younger politicians 1earn to repect

Goodnight
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- conferences have shown very great interest in th

Peter Abrahams peaking

Good evening: I think khakxkkzse many people have been profandlj

interested 1n last weekend's annual P.N.P, Conference, Indeed, I

think that many people who are not normallj;interest‘éi:, party

e, And the
reason for this is not far to seek, I think vanted to know .
just how the P,N.P. had stood up to its 4 eg.;t April, Had the
defeat shaken the party? And if it had qSE;;aly? And how had the‘"

the party found out why it lost t ion? And if 1t had, were

]:eaders taken 1t%zam®® And how had t% -and=-file taken it? And had '\'

there any plans to do anythingv 1t? These were the questions

many of us aeked ourselv s ach other, And I think the interst ff

in this year's P.N.P. ce was basically because most of us
wanted some sort of e s to these questions. Fu’rt‘.he‘rr‘nore, I
think we have nrgce d the answers, I do not think they have been
given as ép Q‘{:c swers to the specific questions I have listed,
But for a y who looks with care at the details of what went on
and v@ said, and at the major décisions taken, the answers are
as cle

as though they were specific answers to these specific

questions. ©So let us take a look at these answers,

3 think we all know that the defeat at the April general election

shook the P,N.P. badly from top to bottom, The annual conference

showed beyond all doubt that the party has now shaken off the

' S

stunning effects of that defeat., Basically, both the leadership and

the rank-and-file membershlip seemed in a healthier state than a
few months before the April elections. The ranks are closed and

there has been no serious conflict within the party. Although Mr.



Wills Isaacs résigned’fhe-first Vice-Presidency of the party some Aj
weeks ago, and although he declined nomination at the conference, .
there was no hint of any sort of basic conflict., Mr. Glasspol?,
possiﬁly the ablest administrator in the P.N.P, next to Mr. Manleyr

wasrelécied first Vice President, thus getting his longed-for

recognition 'inside the party.' Dr, Ivan Lloyd was t Second
Vice President and Mr., Allan Isaacs Third Vice P E o Mr; Viviam
Blake defeated Mrs, . Iris King for the Fourth esidency.

The two most striking points that emgrg from the election arqi
first,'Mr. Glasspole's sudden appeara af a dominant political A

figure within the party. Just a c% f years ago it looked as
Q)

though Mr. Wills Isaacs had comp wiped out Mr. Glasspole 8

chances: but today it is Mr. I who is out of the picture and
- Mr, Glasspole who is ver in it, But let us not forget that
Mr, Wills Isaacs' abs from his own choice, The second strikin

thing about the B3 Q‘ ections ié Mr..-Allan Isaacs' winning of

the Third Vice/ Pr dency. This, I think, establishes Mr, Allan

Isaacs firmlyg asWne of the key leaders inside’the party and a man  _~

with a g fXture. I also hope it means that that section of the »1;

PQN:iE::; *wgs always hostile to Mr. Allan Isaacs will now really ?;
e

giv a chance to make the. contrébution he is capable of. iemn - |

decisions
But all these important zkamngxex become insignificant besﬂde
the key decision taken at the conference: the decision that the
National Workers' Union should become affiliated to the party and
should.have ten members on the National Executive and three memberé
on the Executive Committee of the party. This is the most radical aﬁi
the most far-reaching decision of the conference, It 1s one which is -

bound tb change the entire power structure and perspective of the

party in the months and years ahead, I will discuse this crucial-
decision to morrow, so till then, goodnight, :
- ' =
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- Good evening: On the day that the National Workers Union /,*

sends ten of its members to sit on the National Exe ive Committee :
of its

of the People's National Party; and when it sen

|

members to take part in the work of the Executx mittee of the ’g

party, on that day the People's National P 1 become the m_os:b' &
representative political parf.y in the co\ as well és being

the one that 1's most democratically led. And this will in

fact be something compietely new\@e party pollitical structure

of this soclety. y
I\fow, we all,knowtha’% lationship between the Bustamaﬁtg
h

£ler

A\.‘:&.‘i‘ g R

m

-
Industrial ‘grade Union a e Jamaica Labour Party is one that hs.sjd

been formalised wiD eater intimacy between union and party* tﬁm .’

there was betwee N.P. and the N.W.U. until this annual

conference, B aleo know that this was so largely because of

the decigi one man who re;presented in his perjsoh both the top
 leade the party and the top leadership of the union. Sir .
Bustamante is head of the party and head of ‘phé union., :
And f,he intimate relations between the J.L.P. a;'ld the B.I.TU is a ’5‘

creation of Sir Alexander Bustamante., He has-the last say in both;

i

“he ﬂecideé on how both operate. In faet, he is, both actually and .
symbolically, the unifying factor, He is the party and he is’}ﬁe.
union. Anq'this is a completely different relationship from the l~?f
one that 1is now being'esﬁabliéhed between the Pedple's National .
Party and the National Workers Union.

In the new P.N.PBN.W.U, set-up the union will be formally
represented on the poféy-ﬁaking fﬁnd executive bodies of the paety.

&
A\ e
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middle—class types who work as officers of the unfbn were sent toi

the National Executive of the party, they would still not make up

the ten needed., ©So, whatever happens' a working class element that »
sees its political problems from a working-class an now bound
to appear on the P.N.P. National Executive. In s oIy guess 1s :
that the union representatives on the Nation@ tive will be ﬁ
‘almost excl,usivelir working-—elas‘s, And in lanning of the day-tp‘{
da.y running of the party there will b men from the union
speaking from this distinctly wor 88 point of view, All you

.aéé
have to do is stop and think a 11\ hat a remarkable chapge this

*ig within tﬁe leadership of the 4P. The middie-clags nationalf!t*j;
party which has been in of»the in%endence movement 1is nozw "‘ :
trying to’ 'bransform it nto a party representing all the key}*- :
; 1nterests of the o » except one. The party already r"bresentm ¥
‘:th'ea best in,mi . ass interests, it also has strong fa?fming :
representa in 1de its ranks, And now it issepening its arms to

ntation from the National Workers Union. InevitaBly, f
8 to change the P.N.P, itself, At the risk of of.fepdiné
P.N.P. ehards, if an election had to be lost to achieve this, thex
:l'.'is well that it were lost. Certainly, 1t looks very nruch;as thougz'
out-of defeat. the'P N.P. plans to turn itself into the most represm}g
a.nd the most democratic party in this part of the world. Mr Manleys

It
,call for new blood confirms this ﬁeertainly/ seems to me that the P N,

has learned quickly and well from its defeat, And this may prove vay

significant for Jamalca, Goodnight,
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Good evening: $§&§x§§§§}gﬁx;ﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁgﬁxﬁiﬁgx¥§¥z§§§§ﬁﬁts from

'a letter which I received from Mr. Richard Strauss, the General
Manager of Tryall Estates in Port NMaris, I think this letter is so
important that I am sorry to have had to cut out parts of it for ’
reasons of time, In eny event I am most grateful “tolMf. Strauss and
here is the major portion of his letter; Dear Mri~#Abrahams, I was
delighted to hear you stress the-importance of/increased food produc-
tion in your broadcast of the 8th September,

With the world population at present déubling itself every 20
years (and Jemasica's annual popul@tion “increases alone are themselves
startling), it seems impossiblewto 6veremphasise the importance of
teking steps not only to feedj, but adequately to feed this increased
population which is stidll inereasing at a faster rate than food pro-
duction. In consideving fhe magnitude of this problem, let us neVer:
forget that there AIREADY are in this world not thousands but millions
who ere inadeguately fed: hunger is a terrible plight to be in and a
terrible sight to witness, This can be changed but it will need
proper use, of the land, hard work and adequate financing., Here are
some ideas for Jamasica: — First: The mein Agricultural Development
Programme must be bipartisan. The provision of food for future genera-
tions is no matter for vote catching. This meens that all Marketing
Boards, ete. will be chosen on a bipertisan basis: appointments will
be made on merit only: no more Jjobs for the boys changing with each
Government, Second: All Agriculture plens aimed at meximum production
from each area MUST take zoning and marketing into account. This means:

A comprehensive review of all Jamaica's sgriculturel land so that the



most suitable crops cen be grown in the most suitable aresas.

Third: Land Development: Development must be in economic units,
India, Keyna and other countries have proved how inefficient and
disestrous is land fractionalisation, Tenant farmers, farming (with
expert advice) 10, 15, 20 or 25 acre lots could provide the yeoman
farmer backbone that Jamaica needs. Where suitable, the land could
be terresce by the Government and the rent would incltide .ferrace and
run-off upkeep. Terracing would both preserve andimilise much of the
available hillside land. To overcome existing\prejudice against
tenant farming, the Government cen start with 2 well thought out smamll
plan = say 300 acres on land which they already own, terracing it and
letting it to say 12 selected farmems Wwho undertske to farm this land
under advice. Once such a scheme, is arfinancial successy the waiting
list for smell ferms will grow more rapidly then the ferms can be e
availeble. This has already\.been proved in other countries. Fourth:
Costs: All this willfcosgt e lot of money. We shoudd not be\\shamed
to seek international fiffancial and technicel help for a2 long term ;
well thought out bipartisen development scheme. Nor should we be
efraid, in mywopinion, of having experts from say Franée, running

two Casinos here if the taxes and shares of the profit help to finance
Jamaica's devélopment. These Cesinos will attract tourists and
residents would have to pay a stiff membership fee = this would keep

out all those who cannot afford to gamble, Fifth: Work: Unions,

becesuse they are now affiliated to political parties, are tempted to
let issues -~ because of vote catching - éet out of perspective. Two «
factories hsve recently closed down which, had the workers been repre-
sented by Craft Unions, would probably still be open, S0 we need
bipartisan union reform after an egreed Committee has been-appointed

to study overseas the best examples of high productivity and profit



sharing end to recommend how such methods can best be applied for

the benefit of all in Jamaica, For ONLY BY UNREMITTING HARD WORK

can such a prograemme of Agricultursl reform bg carried out, Finally,
Government should offer death duty tax concessions to those who

will develop their land for sale to tenant farmers: and/a feir price

fixed by Jjudicial tribunal based on current valué, te tfiose have

N land to seli::]gh
; I egree with you Sir, there is urgent need, for thought and

discussion: and after discussion for ACTIION. on agreed non party
That is«%he letter from Mr. Strauss ané I agree_waxh—every—wurd“

LA*-X°£r~z:;a\_g> L 4Q~Q/L{
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Good evening: The Commonwealth Prime Ministers' Conference

has ended and it has ended pretty much as I expected it\to end,

Nothing was settled dramatically and it is very di to specify

!

exactly what the conference has achieved, As th g~!~ can Prime

Minister has commented in London there has% ot of talk, tajk-’ :
talk. AWd yet I think it would be a mista dismiss the cohférencé;

as having achieved nothing. I think nsei:;hieved that is very
important, : I think all the gommo Prime Ministers at ‘the
conference got a much clearer ide& fexactly what the European

Common Market is, and got a pre clear idea of Britain's exact

position in relation to 4 he start of the ®onference I had
! &

the odd feeling that_p n the so-called older members of the'
Commonwealth unde sthé hard facts of Britain's economic position
in relation to e. Certainly, the Canadians, AuStralians and :

New Zealan sounded off as though Britain could stay out of the

Common J without doing serious long-term damage to herself,

And &t p to Drs Eric Williams, the Prime M;niste; of the newest
member Of the Commonwealth, to be thé first to see-and say publicly gl
jusﬁ what the real situation was, We have, Eric Williams said in
effect, a vested interest in a strong and propperous Britain: a

weak Britain would be of no use to us,‘ By the end of the qgnference?x
and in spite of all the words, I had the feeling that most of the
delegates understood that the cold hard fact was that Britain éould
not afford to stay out of the Common Market, Tﬁis understanding was,

I think, an important achievement. And in spite of the gloomy

eharactens who announced, scome for the umpteenth time, that thisiwa;,(

-



notable aftér-effects of these Commonwealth Prime Ministers?f

Conferences. They always end up by giving the Commonwealth ldea .
an invigorating shot in the arm, no matter what 4iff nces there
might have been, %

At the conference-befone this one = the o ich South Afﬁca

was thrown out = another set of gloomy prop doom saw that ‘» g
as the end of the Commonwealth. But agai r that conference |
the Commonwealth 1dea emerged strong it had been before.»So; id

xx® I would not pﬁt too much weig bliese forecasts of disaster, - w;
The Commonwealth is as much - 1§:§bas'if is a formalised in#titutkni:
And you know how very 4iff alZIMis to destroy an idea,’ or for a.ng
1dea to die. v i S :

But back to txO onwealth and the Common Market, Most of -
e

the African memb declared themselvesragainst'becoming

Agssociate Memb if Britain enters. Trinidad on the other hand;; ”q
has declagre at she will seek Associate memberéhip° ¥ thihk the f;
Afric ‘ e thinking in terms of an African Common Marketlin the

fut ; nd théy want to be free to join this, Also,'Africé is a 4#

vast continuous land mass which could, given massive yechniéal and ﬂbf
industrial development become a world economic force in, say, twenﬁf
"_five years' time. None of the other Commonwealth countries are 1n{H;*
thies poeftion so there is no sense in them giving up the poesible :
benefits of Associate membership., And éo it would.seem to me that
Jamaica, and the other counhtries that are eligible should join, They '
have a lot to gain by going in with Britain and a lot to lose if ske j
goes in ard they stay out., Goodnight,
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Good evening: On Tuesday of this week Jamaica was formally

admitted to membership of the United Nations., Mr,

took his seat as Jamaica's permanent representat{vg} !

speeches of welcome, he replied; And beca \,
o

@ after the

at Mr. Richardsoni

answer a very

sald to the General Assembly we can now : |
“important question. The question is: P& s Jamaica's foreign policy!

Of course, in a general sort of w% t of us had a sort of rough

working idea as to what Jamaica‘ENG‘ gn policy was likely to be,!
@

We knew that the leaders of bo jor parties had declared quite 2
firmly that Jamaica wes n%‘viestern camp, The two parties may

disagree about the qué of American bases here, er at least, on |

. how you go about that is as far as the disagreéhent goes,
Mr, Manley cri : 1 the way “in which Sir Alexander Bustamante !
offered th erdans a base here as a 'crude gesture', He criticisal |

than the fact of the offer of a base, We also knew

that tiW PYN.P., seemed to put a little more weight on the African
conne on than the J.L.P; But here again such difference as there
was was a difference of emphasis rather than of principle., But all

this was rather general, Now we can say that Mr, Egerton Richardsam

- has, by what he sald to the United Nations General Assembly, glven

the broad outlines of JamaicéHforeign~policy. S0 what are the outlies
of this foreign policy?
Let me quote what seems to me the key paragraph of Mr, Richardsor

speech, He sald: "Because.the large majority of our pﬁeople are .

African i.origin, Jamaleca believes it understands and can fully

éympathise with the fundamental aspirations of the new nationssof - :’



Africa., By the fqpt of georgraphy,,howevéf, we are part of the
Westefn Hemisphere and inevitably we must see many of the pfoblems
of the world from tﬂat perspectiire° ‘Perhaps, therefore, in time
Jamaica's contributionrto the cause of international peace will

be the help it can give to the increase in tolerani:iisf-under-

standing between the nations of the different c 8, "
To me this was the key paragraph in Mr son's speech,
And if you reduce it ho non=-giplomatic lan ¥ we have the

following: First, the majority of are dark-skinned

people and so they are naturally int@?’e d in what goes on in
Africa and in whatxthe African re striving for. But Jamaiea
is nearer to the/United.Stat n~3§Lat.in American than it is to .
Africa and this fact is :‘kg’:nfluence the way in which Jamaica

will look at the world'

blems. In other words, Jamaica is mot
likely to support ing the Afro-Asian group of countries do
because she is of them and her situation is such that she 3

cannot see eve ing as they 'do, Instead of joining any power

will Qork for tolerance bgﬁween the nations and the
cont And the way in which Jamaica\will try to do this
woJE::;> not by having any theories or supporting any 'isms' but
by looking for practical solutions., So there you have the foundatic
of Jamaicé’foreign pollecy: we are on the side of peace and tolerance
between nations, and race and continents and we will do everything iﬁ
to further this aim.without joiﬁing blocs and groupings. Of course,
much will depend on how this is translated in Jamaica's voting and
diplomatic

other/activities., But as our very first declaration én foreign .

relations, I find it excellent. Goodnight,
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Good evening: This evening I want to comment on two eivil
service news items that were made public on Thursday. One 1s a
straightforward promotion which is very Welcome ind d the other
is the ending of a contract. Mr. G. Arthur Br een appointed
Financial Secretary in succession to Mr. Eg hardson. who
‘is now our permanent representative at th ed Netions. If I
efbress satisfaction at Mr, Brown's a ent it is not because
I expected anything else: it is t sfaction of knowing that

-

what should have been done has bgﬁq~ « And I am sure this is the

way anybody who knows Arthurw will react. He is a first-class

public servant who has d% go on serving his country w1tha;
remarkable ability.
Now for a word @ t the ending of the contract of*Mr. A.E.T.

Henry as the G nt's Public Relations Officer, Mr., Henry was |
shortly after & L
appointed ost on contract in 1956 /wken the P.N.P. naxxingaﬁed
pover, . Henry s appointment Mr. Hal Glave who had been §
trai&is:z he Colonial Office, handled the government's pulic
S
relat « Under Mr, Glave the operation was a small-scale affair

with only a few people, Mr, Glave's title was that df Assisaant
Public Relations Officer. The post of public relgtioné officer
which had'normally been filled by the Bolonial Office from London
.was vacant, and had been vacant for quite.some time, Mr, Glavé had,’
thus done the work of a Public Relations Officer for some time, He ﬁgf
had done the work under the first J.L.P. Government and the P.N. Piff

Government found him on the job., The P.N.P. government had two .g¢?

alternatives: 1t could promote Mr, Glave and make him Publiec Relatfﬁsi



2

Officer, thus making a straight civil service job out of it., The
second thing it could do was to turn it into a political job by
appointing a political personality. Ey appointing Mr, Henry the

P.N.P. government made the post of Public Relations Officer a strajht

political job. %
I personally think Mr. Henry g@id a good job ‘pudding up the

service until it loc;k&‘like a government depar?&

indeed Mr,

Henry tried, and I think he succeeded, in be as meticulously _

is :
fact wgge that the appointment was u sally regarded as political

e CRY
non-;’ei-itiva& as any civil service depztwl head. The unhappy

and so, inevitably, with a change\g\% ernment Mr, Henry's eontract

was bound to be ended. And thisWNhas,nhow happened. And this now raises

a few questlons, - .
Axgxpxekiexg. First, shoulY& Henry have used the Government ¥

Public Relations Depar'% d all its resourcessto keep the P,N.P
in power? Because 1if andjthe P.N.P. had won he womld stl%;
have been in a job %y . Second, when Mr, Henry's successor is .
appointed, ig he ng to be*ss non-partisan as Mr. Henry was =mi#x
especlall %\\\hat he knows hié'job lasts only as long as his party
is in Py Or will he have learnt from ﬂr. Henryfs experience and.
uée ;h::gtblic Relations Department to help kée p the ruling partj
in power? It seems to me that the whole business is in something of
a mess at the moment, And»this is a very great pity because the Job
of keeping the country informed about itself and keeping the world
informed about the’countrj 1s one of the most sénsitive Jobs, But as

AL, ‘
a party polittal Job itj%}£§ only attract party hacks = and that #e
a very sad state of affairs ; . o

AR @k xpk bk ke x  Goodnight.,

-
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Good evening: Jamaica is now in its second month as an indepgﬂen‘
state, The government of Jamaica is now in its sixth month in offiee.
In the last two weeks Jamaica has sat in on the Co ‘;Es>lth Prime
Ministers Conference, has been formally admitte @em‘oership of
the United Nations, the World Bank and the I@ional Monetary
Fund, Indeed, since April of this year Ja aNhas been making the
headlines in the world's press., And tgylj.nes have, on the whole, |
been very éood indeed. When he re the 1slandllast night,

Mr, Sangster reported that Jamai&?\‘ lame and prestige stand very
high in the western capitals a:~\@£!nmment. He said that if Jamaie* |

maintained this good rep%a%we would be able to get all the he]p _'

possible “from the conomic Community, from Washington,

and from London, der words, our-credit is good and it will
sult us to keep@uit \tRat way. .
But al

\a s the independence celebrations, the trips to
London hington, the meetings of the ,U.N., anAKWOrld Bank have
beengysomething of a big time splash, And we have all been carried
away b t a little. It has been a sort of party time and jou often
make good contacts and good impressions at a party. But n; party
goes on forever, Sooner or later the party comes to an end, the
guests go home and we have to take stock of ourselves in preparation
- for the york-aday world. I think Jamaica has no reached this point.
The Prime Minister and the other Ministers of Government will be®
back toﬁorrow and they, and we , will have to set about lookiné

“after the affairs and needs of the country. So I think it would be

wise to take stock and see -Just what our situation is.
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Let us begin with the political picture. It seems to me that‘jé%
L

the political picture is pretty healthy and stable., The evente of 5

- TN
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the last twelve months have confirmed this and so has the annual °
conference of the People's National Party. The conference showed a
P.N.P. that looked much more attractive and dynamic feat than

during _
it looked/its last three years in power, And a s g oppositioh, as

we all know, 1s one of the greatest safeguar@ st the abuse of

power,
.y On the whole I do not think the rsaent has made any real
attempt to abuse its power or to a nstitutionally. There ig

the problem of the Prime Ministe;~\‘ the head of a trade union,

o

But if the Jamaica Times' 1até§5\§£bnt page story has any fbundatian z

in fact then Sir Alexandgr mante‘is likely to give up kmxk his
presidencies of both t ica Labour Party and the B.I.T.U, whén
the J.L.P, holds tual conference in November, Accordiné. to

the Times' sto t would clean.the way for Sir Alexander to go' & 4
to King's e a® Governor-General. This 1is a distinct po;sibilityi
but I 4 hink it is as clearcut as the Times makes out. For $
instanc is an open secret that things_are not veryzgettled‘inside

the J.D%P, And I frénkly do not see Sir Alexander giving ub the
leadership of the party until things are settled. And things may not
be settled by November., But I think that whatever he does, Sir

' Alexander intends to act within the framework of the constitution,
partly because that is how he would prefer to act but also because
he knowd’that the P.N.P, would hound him if he did not. So I would
say that politically the situation is far from as ugly or ménacing
as some people make out., Our responsibility is to make sure that

any hint of developing ugliness is stopped and stopped quickly.
Goodnight,
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Good evening: Last night I told you that I thought the political

situation reasonably sound. But this does not of course mean that

everything in the garden is lovely. The scrap betw Minister

of Agriculture and the Jamaica Agricultural Socig\ht one of the

13?

aerd much about

unhappy political factors of today, one of

s of ugliness
about which I talked yesterday. One has al}?

victimisation and people losing their*ﬁt’ put it is always difficult

to pin these charges down. In any %‘
of the party political gcrap. Q\\§ : : 3
Where it does seem to :zavlghings are not so good 1is in the

e .
economy of the country. SEeful stocktaking here will show a rather

e often the stock in trade

sombre picture. Mo tight. Business people are holdinjg on to
their money: they spending and they are ndt investing. And if
you ask them so them will admit frankly that they are holding

back, This N)een described as some sort of 'standstill'. Unfortumat
an eco y economy rarely, if ever, stands still, it either
goesorwerd or backward. And the present so-called standstill is
in fact an impeeceptible slipping back., A

The people who are holding back their money éay they ére waiting
for thé government to give them a léad. And the government, let us
face it, has not yet given them a lead. At present the government's
position seems to be that it cannot give any kind of lead until its
own Development Plan is ready. Meanwhile until the Plan is ready~
money 1s going to remain tight and the uncertainty in the country. is
likely to deepen.

There are other/fxExxxxmm factors too. There is, for instance,



the fear of price controls. One businessman told me that he had
all but #£imedi=ed arrangements for the setting up of a drdé[making

factory here but fear of price controls has put a stop to that. And

so we will not have one new factory which would have lied Jobs
for a number of people and mrobably also reduced t o of our
drugs and antibiotics. And yet, you know, this ent was elecked

. and one of 1ts election promises was to brinﬂ(é}ﬂn, the cost of livig

by controlling prices.

. Next, I understand that a very 1 of money, something

like five @miidion pounds that cou een invested in low cosz
svu—sﬁ-‘gs

hous1ng was lost to 'us because W could raise

the mone ~and the governmer di ot want to touch any money raiseds
Now 1et pe\ say, ran y that I_am not interested
L0 i

in how this affects - - @hey—can take care of -1

<IN making elr moheEYy Loy hhave oice—made—ea—mai0 ® T O o -
seteels -:,:~§-‘~~v.—-~ and ® Ehig segaaegt—themn but bevend-thse

getting
epgoeed, What I am concerned about is/low

At skems to me that we will all have to think very carefully
about the economy. I think the government must declare its plans'
soon so as to give the country a lead. I think the busine:s community
must accept the fact that this government is committed to bridging
the gap between the haves and the have-nots, Not to do so is to defy
the clearly expressed will of the majority of their fellow citizens,
Above all, I think we must get going now, The party is over. It ¥s

time we all settled down to hard honest work, Goodnight,



CRo- G0 Tl e Stockingtaking: A Quésyidn‘¢fT§aiﬁ5§Q35%\W;CJ<

NEWS COMMENTARY | ' Sigasin iy o
For transmission on : :
Wednesday Sept 26 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: To sum up this stocktaking sescionﬁietﬁus pausé‘
and look at the values of this society. Whatrare the values by
which the society live? And what are the factors ) aPe most lildy
to undermine those values? &
The majority of the citizens of this so@\re Christian and
the values by which they live, however im ly, are those’taught
by the Chrisﬂian church, -the Tel;l Co ?;, the Sermon on the :
Mount, the Lord's Prayer. These @ ues ﬁhich put each indjvidual
into a very cpeclal and a very uni re;ationship with hils or @er
God, And this in turn has led to e acceptance in the society of
the idea of the sanctfit QSE’!hviolability of the human persoﬁ;
And so we talk about %ghts of man': the right to life, 1ibe‘rw
and the persuit o 2 ness, the right to free speech, the right
to think freel iéht to work, the right to decide the form

of governme%%\ﬁf have and the right to choose those who will run

the gov on our behalf., Broadly then, these are the values

of ogiety. . ' :
But we do not all put the same welght on each of these'rights'.

To the man who is hungry the most important thing of all is to get
bread, The writer or artist or Journalist, on the other hand, will
be much moée concgrnedeith freedom of speech, especlally if he 1is
reasonably successful and has forgotten or neveN known hunger.‘But
then you might have the businessman who is not barticularlg intereded
in either freedom from hunger or freedom of speech: for him the
number ohe freedom is likely to bq the freedom to hold property and

the freedom to make as big*%profit as possible, And so we can go'a;
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showing how we all tend to see and define freedom frém an essentially

gelfish point of wiew, Price controls, propefly operated and

regulated, should make life much easier and bring greater material

benefits to the poorer sections of the community:‘%ut to the

busine’ssma.n it is an infringement on his freedom to a profit.
e/

Aﬁd\so there emerges a conflict of interets betweg pus inessman
seeking his profit and the poor and hungry citi eking an easier
access to food., If the businessman is stro gh to resist the

attempts to control prices and to regulat e redistribution of tle
nation's wealth, he will do so thus g the poor citizen of

his hoped-for freedom from hungexg. ersgagy, if the hungry citizes
are strong enough they may de }he business péople, nationalise
everything and take care o g‘<>’gnterests. In each case one section
of the community has, in t of its most important freedom, taken
freedom from anothe 5 @) And this sort of conflict of interests
is most pronounc ocieties where the inequalities are greatesh
And let us faceNI® the inequalities are pretty great in Jamaica.

So W we get out- of this? Indeed, is it possible to gey'ou;
of thi hout one group imposing its will on a}l the_other;? The
comﬁﬁ#ZE)s say no. They say the fisht must go on till the interests
of the working classes prevail over all other interests, But I thirk
Britain and the Scandinavian countries have shown that a balancé can
be struck between the conflicting interesss within the society which
iswhat the welfare state/g;?S But for this to happen the society must
accept certain values, one of which is that no citizen should be
allowed to drop below a certain level of living. The alternative is
is the @z=r éharpening of the present bitter conflict of interéts.

Goodnight,
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Good evemingt - ¥ Rixoepedy epe Rhal vais government is not.f 5

going to be too cagey about gilving out informations %governments
a

do tend to want to withold information until they e it out “f

with the best possible benefit to thémselves andNt parties, <8
most ef=tsaee governments the business 6f ; elations seems to
be the art of witholding information,' 0 ow that we cannot
expect this or any government to make s affairs public.~g?ere &

are always things which must, in @tional interest, be witheld

from the general public for a me least. For instance, the
contents of the Buégef com :*;!2; immediately. If before Budget -
Day we all knew what ppric %161 go up or down or what new taxeg
would be introduced business concerns could make fortunes
overnight and man e could so arrange thedkr affairs as to get
around the prop ihcreases. In such cases secrecy is very 1mportént
And, of ¢ we do not expect what goes on in the Cabinet to be
public riy, with the views of each Minister being discussed
shops and other drinking places. These expressions of
views that lead up to collective Cebinet decisions must bexrrxrzzk ::f
secret and each Minister of government must be conceded the right ‘qi
to withold information until someth{Pg has definitely been settled. |
Bﬁt once a matter is settled and decided upon then I think 2ll the/
citizens ?f the country are entitled to be told as much as pos?ible
about it. Once a decision has been taken which is likely to affect
all of us then the government, any government, owes 1t to the people

to let them have all the facts as clearly and as quickly as possible,

These remarks of mine'stem directly from the fact that on
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Tuesday of this week the Minister of Labour, Mr., Lynden ﬁewland, sy
opened a conference betﬁeen employers' and workers represenatives

to discuss the establishment of a Fair Labour Code for Jamaica, At

this meeting the Minister also presented a draft document as the

basis for discussion. % . &
I think there is no doubt at all that this important

e SANARES

move. It is important that there should be th \ ordial relations
posgﬁble between management and labour and t ese should be

based on clearly established principlesggh v are undertsood and
accepted by'both sidéso And there cg@ no better way of éﬁ&iev;ﬁg
this than by thé adoption of a F ur' Practices Code, So I

wag naturally interested when e tha£ the Minister of Labour

had actually preseﬁtéd the ing with a draft of such a code, The °
idea was that the repr%?ves would take the document as a baéis
for discussion: the@ study it, discuss it and put forward their
own ideas = which e very correct and the very democratic way df
going about thes »iﬁgs.‘,So I tried to get hold of a éopy of thes
draft Fal bour Code., I knew you would all'be interested and
probab e your own discussions on it because this is a matter of
nati@nteresto And then I ran into trouble. The Ministry was not
prepared to release the dgcument. Well, to cut a long story short,

I made it my buéiness to get‘a copy of the document. And you kndw,
there is not a single thing in this document to justify the attempt
to withold it from the public.,  In fact, after reading it, I just
cannot understand why there was this attempt. In fact there is
nothing either confidential or basically new in this documént. So
there was no need to withold it., I will give you a summary of the

document tomorrow, so till then, goodnight,



o5

.No 541 s Fair Labour Code

(

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on ' .
- Friday Sept 28 at 6.15p.m x
Peter Abrahams speaking ¢

i

Good evening: The Ministry of Labour's Draft o£ the Fair
Labour Code begins by esfablishing the right of both 7 bour and
management to organise themsélves freely‘and with outside
interference., This has been conimon]_.y accepted \ ght for a 2
- yvery long , so there is _nothing new here, ’x%nions and employes'
orgénisations'have for long written their onstitutions and j
elected their own officers. Employees njoyed ghe right to
strike and employers the right to %:uto At the very least,
employers have always paid 1lip ;:ﬁice to the principle of fair
labour standards; and unio and Workers have, again at the very
least: péid lip=-service t r‘SE:.;r'inc}:lple/of faithfully discharging

their duties and re 1lities to employers and protecting their
interests and pro By restating them and putting them in a Falr
Laboub Code the ble principle may onéﬁday become common practic

among bot &rs and employers. So may the proposition that workers:
should tage unofficial strikes,

d o we come to the listing of Unfair Labour Practides. It
shall be unfair labour practice for employers to iﬁterfgre with t@e
workers' right to organise, refuse to bargain with the union of the
workers' choice, victimise workers for union activity, or lock out
their emplgyees as an act‘of sympathy cith other employers. On the
,other side, it shall be unfair labour practices for the workers or
unions to interfere with the emplogers' right to organise, refuse
to bargain collectively with employers, take part in union activitj

during working hours without the consent of the employer, or stage

sympathy strikes or go-slows,
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These are the key points of the apaf‘t Fair Labour Codesthat
the Minister pﬁt before the répresentatives of workers and e;ployers
on Tuesday. There are other points too, such as the details on
repfesentational rights, collective bargaining, collagtive agreémeﬂsi
joint 1ndustriél councils, grievance procedures, waggsy working
conditions, and the fact thet apprentices should ;7 part in
any industrial disputes. But these, as you v\ all things .
that are very much with us. And there is cér nothing here that
has not been discussed public at least h d times over,

But I think it would be a mistak

gsess the potential value
of a Falr Labour Code by the newni ¥ the ideas put forward. Indesl
I should say that one of the great lues of a code such as the one

proposed is that it will gﬂ‘E’ﬁsrmal expression to the relations

between workers and magagemeRts as they have evolved over the years,

It will be a yardst rainst which to measure all future relations.

- Another valuable is that any would-be investor coming to

Jamaica will_kno actly where he 1s, If he does not believe in the
wofkers' ’tNto collective bargaining, he will be able to look
at Ji::t;! Fair Labour Code and he will know that this is no place

to co . Also, a genuineiy fair labour code will make it clear

that responsibility is a two-way thing, expected from both managemdt

and labour. What I do hope isthat the people at the dimcussions will
the nation.” The majority of the citizens of this

also think of/fREKX¥ARRXARXEXTLXNEFKEREXNREXXXEXREXXEEXANKERR countr;

are heither in the unions nor in the employers' organisations. And

the nation, after all, is also entitled to a fair deal. Goodnight.
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Good evening: Last night I told you that I hoped that this = .
Government would not be too cagey about the giying out of information,
I told you that my reeson for expressing th; hope was becesuse I had
run up against difficulty when I tried to get hold of a‘cépy of the
Draft of the Fair Labour Code which the Minister of‘Labour'presented
to a conference of workers' and employers' represant&tfves at a meet-
ing on Tuesday, Well, as I told you last nq@ht’i que it my business
%o get hold of a copy. There was nothing‘gp it to indicate that the
document was secret, confidential or qﬂf'féf‘bublication. And when
I read it I became satisfied in mny o%n;m;hd thet there was in fact

nothing secret about it, And so lTas# night I told'you that I will

give you a summary of it this S&éhing.

I am sorry to tell y@g)ndﬁ that I am not going to give you a
summary of the documentsy ,i am not going to give a summary because
I have been asked nobfwto and because the reason given for asking me
not to do so seems, to me good enough, I still do not agree with
witholding $his document from the public but I understand that the
Ministry“efbﬁabour has told both the workers' representatives and the
employers' ;epresentatives that the contents of the document would
not be given wide publicity until they have been discussed by the
conference, In other words the Ministry had made a commitment and
if I gave wide publicity to the document tonight I would be putiing
the Ministry in the position where it cznnot live up to A%s commitment,
And rather than do that I have decided not to discuss the contents
of the document, But you know, if the Ministry had told me outright

that the reason why they did not want to make the document public
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was because they had promised the workers' and employers' representa—
tives not to do so, I would have aécepted-their‘position. But inf
stead of doing so they simply stalled me without giving any satisfactory
reason, However, evea at this point the matter could have been con-
tained, When I got the document I examined it very carefully to see
if it was marked ”private“"confidentia;" "not for publicgﬁipn"o s o
it had had any of these marks I would, have respected’fﬁé;nétdfe of the
document and not promised to publicise: it, And sgiugﬁ&ﬁ'any other
responsible newsmen, But there was nothing t?jggéw'fhat this document
was either private, confidential, secret, oy_héﬁm%hy soft of press
embargo on it, And this, I think, shqws:u%éariy,that the Government
wants to consult its Public Relations'pegpie a lot more than it now
does, If the Ministry had wanted “the JPress to know that it did not
went this document made publip‘%ﬁ/was.not enough simply to withold it,
unless they vere absolutely'cer#ain that no pressman could lay his hands
on it, This seems to havé1§89n their assumption, Well I did ley my
hands on it which showé'that’the assumption was wfong. I think it
would have been fer Qiser to get the Public Relations Office to put
Press and readi@ fhily into the picture and to get the co-operastion
of Press andyradio.

In anyweVent I hope that‘tﬁis little incident will bring homel
to our rulers the fundamental importance of working ouf good relations
with the Press and radio. Finally, I hope no one will be partisan
enough to read any sort of interference with freedom of speech into this
incident. Nobody has tried to monkey with my freedom of speech. A
request was made and because it wes reasonable I agreed to it, It 1%

had not been I would not have, That is all. Goodnight.
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Good evening: I think it is time to get away from the grim and¥'

heavy news and look at the lighter side of things for a change. So,
for this- evening at least, to the devi%.with all t ous and

disturbing news that flows in from all ovenggh Instead let

us look for a piece of news that will make kle or laugh

For me that plece of news came out of Soul 1en during the week:

and that is something in itéelf.
It goes like this: One night eman was on§ his way home .

aftef a night out with the boyﬁ.} ou know how it is when a man

has a night out with the b

83 tend to take a little too much’

»

of the 'wine of the coun And so this gentleman was not exactly

sober or even very : op his feet, Well, the way home led by
way of a cem_et.r-y \Q ehow this gentleman of ’South'-Afr'ica found.

-

a wall with \knqwing it - anyway, there he was inside the cemetry,

wide; and it was seven and a half feet deep. And although the éides
of graves are not cemented these gides were pretty smooth., It could 2
be that there was a lot of clay in the soil. But whatever the reasam ,

the sides #re—=T@e® of the grave were so smooth that the gentleman

~could find no hold in order to climb out. So there he was,; stuck

for the niéht at the bottom of a grave inside this cemetry. Perhaps

it was because of what he had shared with the boys but he was hot

- too worried., He settled down as best he could and made himself as

 gomfortable as possible, He had cigarettes but no matches, and that’
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was the most terrible part of the whole business: alone out thégg :

in a cold damp grave and not a match to light a c&garetté!

o F

Anyway, time passed: he did not know how much time:‘perhéps‘ah
hour, perhaps tiWo. And then he heard a sound., It was whistling‘and
the whistling was obviously being dong by a human b% or so he -

W

thought. The whistling drew nearer and nearer as right

overhead, Please remember that by this time \ of the man in

the grave had grown accustomed to the darkne3§ of his six-foot-long,

'r_.

three-foot-wide and seveh-and-a-half-f ole, And so it was %that

‘very tall nor very_short;ﬂ

he plainly saw another man, mortal rdinary like himself, fall
into the grave., The new man was @

neither very thin nor very fat fact he was Just ordinary and |

average. ?
" S0 the man who h n into the grave first sald: "Have

you got a match, f @ And that aid it. The new man shot out of

that grave so S at the first fellow still cannot explain how

he d4id it, Hg\;z , seemed to defy gravity and take-off, like a

rocket, W st goes to show what miracles we can perform when

weg:;::i 1y scared, Remember, the new man had just fallen into ’
the g . He could not see anything. And suddenly a voice asked

- him for a match, Wouldn't the thought of being in the same grave

as a smoking ghost make you take-off and defy gravity? It_certainly
would with me - orlelse give me a heart attack, Anywéy, some people
came‘along and helped the first man out of the grave and he told his
story. A newspaper then offered a reward of five péunds to the |
second man if he would come forward, So far he has not. Would you

come forward and admit that you were scared into defying gravity and

into flying - even for five pounds? Goodnight.
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Good evening: The little war in the southern U.5, Btate of

N

Mississippi looks as though it is drawing to a close; the worst

seems to be over. So far two newspapermen have been %d, one fram
r

Britain and the other an American, and a large of people

last night's
have been hurt in xzskeriayix rioting on the ps of the Universily
of Miésissippi° And James Meredith, the r’an Negro whose quiet
determination was the start of all th is, now at the univesersity.
The Governor of Mississippi, who d he would go to jail

rather than see a HNegro ac_i.mittedqh\~ e university, last night made
& statement which was in fact :NQvlrender. There .was no other way.

Right from the outset th s?’ness had to end in this way. ‘
I think we can le very important thinges about the United |

States from the M case, First, let us see the case in the

context of the T f law, James Meredith is an American citizen
and the co tut®on of his country has defined the rights and duties
of a citi The constitution makes no distinction along race, class,

colour S ligious lines for any citizen., And the principag instrumen

‘ for inT€rpreting the American constitution is the American zmmrixmf
tanxaf Rk ERIERE Supreme - Court,xXx the higheg§§:ithority/ in the lad,

- Bince the second world war American citizens who happened to have
dark skins have increasingly gone to the Supreme Court to have their
rights as citizens defined whenever they have been discriminated
against or been flenied their rights, That was how the great school
integration movement began, The Hatlional Association for the
Advancement of Coloured Peoples took a test case to the Supreme

Court challenging the idea.that Negro children could get 'A separate
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but equal educapion' with white children. In effect, the Associatiam
asked the Supreme Court to say whether 1t is possible to segregate
people along colour lines and still say ﬁhat they arerenjoying

- g can be :
equality. The Supreme Court gave a clear answer; There/x&x no such

thing as 'separate but equal'. Any time you spparate%rounds of
race and colour you deny=z® equality. And -the Supr e with the
power and authority of the law and the consth "NQ: And so, whateer

the ix=rx white majority thought or felt, wh er they liked Negroes

or not, whether they hated them or not 1 submitted to the rule
of law and Negro kids went into sch i white kids all over the
vast land. There wefe-places like Rock where the local authadti

tried to resist integration ana\gssre the racialists were urged only
highly placed local officid‘i:ggch as Governor Faubus. But wherever _’
there was resistance t% tepped in and broke it, In Little Rodk
it was under the Ad@t ation of th Republic Pkesddent Eisenhower
that the National was called out enforce integration. Now the
same thing h h ned under President Kennedy. So the first thing
is that@& nothing party about this and there 1s no do-ggod;ixg,
about body 1is being kind to 'poor black James Meredith'; nobody
is\b;§:::’liperal' or 'brogressive'. Meredith has“certain rights 7
which some of his fellow citizens are trying to deny him. It is the
business of the law to see that they do not get away with 1t. And’ﬂls
the law 1is doing; The secﬁnd thing to learn is that once you have
this pattern of the rule of law, and its enforcement then we can farly
say that the United States 1s within sight of th end of disbriminaﬂﬂon

because the law is against discrimination, and the law is supreme,

Goodnight,
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Bood evening: If Sunday'é reports from Port,Antonio are true

then the Prime Minister has definitely made up his mind about the
Bustamante

Governor-Generalship, Sir Alexander/is reported to ‘;é:’old a mass
meeting ‘that he intended to reﬁain as Prime Min s oS head of tle
Jamaica Labour Party and as Presddent of th a®ante Industrial
Tradé Union. If this is so then it settl some time tb come,
if not forever, the debate about a poQg Governor-General., You
will femember that Mr. Manley made% an issue of this questiczn
at the P.N.P.'s-annual conferegce eXend before last. He promised‘
that he would fight to'thé. 1t32§~é£d any move to have a Governor-
General who was associat h one political party and one tradeA
uﬁion. It was during_gag

a front page stor Q

his party and uRe) dffices at the J.L.P Conference in November in

same weekend that the Jamaica Times carried

cting that Sir Alexander was lﬂély to fesigl

order to be \Governor-(}eneral. I told you about this in my
éomment o™londay September 24th, and I also told you that I
thought ie was highly unlikely because of/ggeunsettled staté\of

the leadership inside the party. I frankly did not see Sir Alexander .
giving up the leadership of the party and the union until things are
very much more settled than they now are. And as I told you then, : 43
Juet could not see Sir Alexander trying to become Governor-General

as well as holding on to his other offices, and so I said quite
confidently that he would actlwithin the framework of the constituton,
Well, if the report from Port Antonio is correct then my assessment

of the situation was not wrong.

S0 who is likely to be the first Jamaican Governor-General aftm



Sir Kenmneth Leaves us? I think it is rather early to & with any
degree of certainty® But a quick look at some of the possible
candidates leads me in one direction only. Perhaps it will lead you
in the same direction if you tried to list the qualities Sir Alexénbr
and the leaders of the J.L.P will look for in a poss(iEE)Govgrnor-

- General, So what are those qualities.

First, I think they will want a man th<;E£E§n etely identifid
=}

with rural Jamaica but who also has wide nce as a legislator,
He will hav e to be a man of the peop h from the people,
looking like them and able to refl igp dignity’anavto dignifj
them in return., I think the J.L.@dership will want such a man
not to be elther a captain of 1 ry or a gilant of agriculture.
For preference such a men, S v be connected with education, ;
are some of
agriculture and other rks, ©So there izxkRrxankXimmxmf the
qualities which It he J.L.,P. will look f;r in any candidate

for the Govern G alship: a man of the people who has risen\b&
ability and §g§;1 . Well, now, 4if you look at some of the older
members@ amaica Labour Party, some of those who were there
way hac n”the beginning, who comes nearest to fulfilling these
requirdménts? I think Mr. C.C. Campbell, the President of the .
Senate does. And so I would suggest him as a most lJ@ly successor
S8ir Kenneth Blackburne. But it is early days yet and I couid be wrang.
But somehow I dovnot think I am., Eitﬁer xxz have a man who 1s as
representative of the people as possible, or else we ask the Queen)|

to send out some retired general or duke, I think the L5 P, wants\
a man of the people, hence my suggestion that it could be Mr. C.C.
Cémpbell. Anyway, time will tell, Goodnight.
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Good evening: The British Socialist Party, more popularly.
, annual
known as the British Labour Party, began its/conferen:g in the

English seaside town of Brighton oh Monday. The ke this

conference wili discuss is Britain's applicatio Win the Eurppean
Common Market . During the Commonwealth P l\\histers' Conference,
the Leader of the British Labour Party, I
that there was a strong popular wave epdsition to Britain's
joining>both Inside Britain and 1 ﬂ?
this and came out very strong ;2>\p

modified and at the Labour Party

t the Common Market, ‘Since
then his position has been gr
Conferencerthe demand is for Britain to stay out but.rather to _
insist on better te ore entering the Common Market., Mr. Gaitskel
and the British s Qts feel that they are on to a very popular
issue on which ope to win the next general election., So, in
order to wi Nitical power the British socialists behave as though
they a epered to oppose Britain's entry into the Common Market
if n@ges3pry. That is one item concerned with socialists, =
Over the weekend we had another item of news concernedd with
soclalists, but thié one was right here in Jamaica, It was Sunday‘s
news that a new political party, a socialist party, had been formed
in Jamaica, With all this talk of soclalists and socialism in the
news, it might be useful to try and find out just what we mean by
socialism, At its recent annual conference, the People's National
Party talked about going back to socialist principles. So, eXaétly
what is this soclalism that the British Labour Party, that the P.NJR

and that the new political party are talking about? And do these



: d : g =S ’ =53 ;7‘ b\. \ 'ﬂ. : .A )52
people mean the same thing when the use the word? *

4 dlctionary definition of socialism is that it is: the theory
or practice of a political or economic systeﬁ based én thé public
ownership and operation of the key industries in a country. It alms
at greater production and a more equal distribution he wealth
of the nation through government control of the c ei:EEQ

ns of

production such as land, buildings, tool and c X T all kinds.

BEaxingxxkigxst The difference between s sts and communists
believe
is that socialists/kmiiefxthat theycan agh these ends by normal
democratic means, by supporting parlia y democracy, the two

party or multiéparty system and tﬁe\s o The commuhists on the &NE?{\
hand, will use parliamentary d&gocraty, the multi-party system and so

on as long as it suits thenw when it suits them they will resort

to what they call the 'gioXeRt overthrow of the caplitalist systemf.- %
Another compliéatir;@ is that all sorts of people have called
their parties 'so ‘f fascists, nazis, dictators - have all uss
the word 'sogial “as a protective umbrella, The coﬁmunists talk
about scient sociallsm§ the western Europeans talk about

éemocr ocialism, So yoy.see, this word socialism cam mean many
thingQ::;’many people, The nearest thing to 'scientific' socialism

is Ruessia: the nearest thing to 'democratic’ socialism»ﬁs @reat " f_
Britain where all the key utilities are state-controlled, where 'ﬁé
every child is gauranteed a free education, where nox man 1is alloﬁ;d't
to starve. All'these”thing apply in Russia too, of course. The big
difference’is that in Britain there is democracy as well, So,‘which. |
brand of socialism does the new party offer us? And how is this goiﬁgﬁ

to- affect the P.N.P's return to a socialism it has never practised?<w‘

Goodnight.
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Bood evening: On Monday we had the news that the Jamalica
Industrial Development Corporation was closing down the plant of
Jamaica Woolens Ltd, According to the statement  Jovell, the
new j?girmég\sf the I.D.C. this decision was arg\}~ t on the‘_advieg
of alqualified \firp of)textile consultants, % D.C. had already
put~over half a million pounds into the p d-this firm of
consultants thought our best bet was ccept our losses and close

down the plant, As far as these ex@ ere concerned there was
ad

no sense in throwing good mone é}-i . Sothe balds facts are
that in one operatlion and overngvgiatively brief period of three

years, the I.D.C. has lo a million pounds of the tax payers'
money. I think this 8 Tor an explanaﬁion and I hope ®uch an :
explanation will <;ff>n to the nation when next parliament meets,

The I.D.C¢ et up in order to spearhead Jamaica's industrial
deveiopment V as there to attract foreign capital to Jamaica;
and in o do this it had to make the terms and conditions as
attractiVe as possible, ‘That is why we have all these incentives, |
tax hollidays aﬁd other devices for making things as easy as poésiblél
for export industries that are set up here, And, of course,'often |
the 1.D.C. had to enter into some sort of special relationship wiih .
'a firm that looked good and promised to dp us a-lot of‘good but
which was a little short of plant or cash or both. You may have é_
case where a new firm comes in and is not in a position to pay renti ;
for the first year of operation., 1In such a case the course of wisdqm_
would be to say: this thing looks good, it will give employment to
so many workers, and when it gets going it will bring so much to the’i



country = and for ‘these future benefits we will giveiub-thé first
year's rent. This is the sort of thing that happens wherever a

country wants to attract investment in new industries. 1In some cass

it 13 not only neceséary to xm help with the putting up of buildipga'
and being soft on rent but it is also necessary to ad ce some

othing striking

money. This 1s part of the inevitable risk that myst™bejtaken in
order to attract investment capital. And so the S

or unusual .about the I.D.C. putting money 1@aica Woolens when

it moved from Canada to Jamaica.,
What does seem striking to me, g Mr, Bovell's statement, -

is the almost casual way in which .C. pumped large amounts

of money into this undertakingq-i§§§t on the say-so of two I.D.C
officials, then on the say-‘; of outside fifm of accountants, we

lent the company large s money, Apparently non of our own exmrts

did any sort of exhaQ investigation of the firmés position in

Canada or of the ity of its operations here. The result was

that we soon ha ut some more money into the operation and endel

up by takin :§§? a white elephant., I kmpxxik® think the country'mst

11 story when parliament meets,

119wing the news of the closing downfof,Jamaica Woolens, we .

had, on Tuesday, confirmation of the story first carried by the J.BLC.

that Mr. Harold Braham had resigned his position as General Manager

of the I.D.C. And so, naturally, many people speculated about the
Braham's resignation

connection between the two events. Did Mr,/Rxakamxhave anything to do

with the closing down of Jamaica Woolens? I personally do not thik

so, I'll tell you why tomorbOW. So.till then, goodnight, ~
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. Good evening: I ended my comments last night by saying that

I did not think there was any connection between Mr, HarqQld Braham's

resignation and the closing down of Jamaica Woolen : aps it
would have been more accurate to say that there cﬁnnection
in the timing of these events., I think 1t w purest accident
that both events were announced this week nk that if there

had be'en no closing down of Jamalca W% the resignation of Mr.
Braham would still have taken plac@ other words, I think the
the new Board of the I.D.C., do no indeed cannot blame Mr,
Braham for Jamaica Woolens. ca Woolens was the result of a
certain policy. Mr. Brah just the executive officer of that
policy. He did not make olicy decisions that ended u? with
Jamaica Woolens, f course, by being the chief executive officer
heAis inevitab ciated with it in the public mind.
I thin t 12 in this aspect, that of the public image of the

LB 0% can find a possible reason for Mr, Braham's resignation
The gre u 5overnmen£ had a certaln approach towards the question
of 1naY€riilssation All the industries they sttracted tended te
be concentrated on the industrial estate in Kingston. The result was
that all the major benefits and all the job opprortunities were
concentrated in the Corporate Area., And long before the change of
government many_of us criticised this aspect of poliecy. Also, local
manufacturers, rightly or wrongly felt that the I.D.C: had no interst
in them and did nothing/to help them, and so they tended to be hostﬂe

to the I .D.C. Thirdly, iabour got the impression that one of the

attractions offered by the .I.D.C. was a plentiful supply of cheap



e

Mr, Bovell's statement on
labour., We have a hint of this in/the closing down of Jamaica Woolens

where it reads, and now I quote: "The Fairfields were anxioys to

. et
leave Canada because of high labour costS...." .Q%Knuyéériﬁq—aaé by
implicatiothamaica offered low labour costs. And naturally, the

labour movement resented this, Add this up and you ?;Eii one, rural

Jamaica had no reason to be enthusiastic about th because
it did not attract work to the rural areas; tyo 1 Industrialists
had no reason to be enthusliastic because the the I.D.C. was

penalising them; three, labour was not
sold Jamaica -
felt . the I.D.C /as a market for chea-.

t%stic because they

And these three thins
added up to a most unhappy public‘\s! as far as Jamaica is concerned
th all its faults, made a majar

The faet that the I.D.C. ly
contribution to Jamaica's trial development has often been

forgotten by its criti instance, they forget that in 1958 we
exported manufactur s, other than food and drink and tobacco,
to the value of r one million pounds, Last year our export d

these goods had up to over two and half million pounds: and ths
thanks to DG

By, ghtly or wrongly, the I.D,C. now wants to, chart new '
direg\::;‘- It wants to take industries to the depressed areas of
rural Jamaica; it wants to build up happier relations with local
manufacturers while still attracting foreign investors. In short,
the new men at the I.D.C. want to give if a ne&?ggat would make it
more attractive at home as well as abroad.

As far as I am concerned, I wish the I.D.C. well on its new camrs:
and I think that Charley Braham deserves the country's thanks for :

carrying the ball this far. Goodnight.
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Good evening: It was ten o'clock last Saturday night. The plae

was the Washington Boulevard. A donkey with a Foungth _foal was

erossing the wide road., A car travelling at high an into
i

/thigh,
flesh and skin

the donkey and knocked it down; the car hit it

breaking the thigh-bone. The broken bone cut<$’~
and jutted out. Blood poured from the wounf‘y :
ying wounded and bleeding

on Washington Boulevard., You l;no® at 1s a pretty busy highway,

especially during the weekend.{t;;? will have a pretty good idea
of how many cars are likel 0 tr¥vel along the Boulevard in one

87 t
direction or the other on aturday ﬁight. Well, between ten

donkey did not stop and the donkey wa

o'clock when it was d down and eleven o*clock, and in spite
of all the cars t up and down, that wounded and bleeding
donkey was left g in the road., Cars skirted around it but not

one of themn Nped. You know, even forgetting the suffering of the

wounde aX, one would have thought that in order to make the
road fey motorists would have help the creature off the highway.
Instead, they went blithely on their way, skirting the suffering
animal, as casually, thoughtlessly cruel as only dement human beings
can be, At last, after an hour,.one person stbpped and help the
creature to the side of the road. This person then called the
animal hospital at Spanish Town Road. The people at the hospital
were concerned but there was nothing they could do because they did
not have the funds to run a night ambulance service. The person
then called the police stations at Maverley and at Half Way Tfee,

But the people on duty there did not seem to know what to do, And



all this while the poor bleeding animal was suffering. At igst,

in desperation the person went to the Maverley.Police Station and
had the fantastic experience experience of listening to a couple
of young policemen arguing as to whether you kill a wounded anamal
by shooting it in the ribs or chest or ear. The pog ood citizen
gave up all hope of any heip from the polige and a%&‘. John

Masterton and then went baék to the animal.

By this time the smell of blood had at some hungry
stray dogs and only the presence of th ritizen kept them at
bay. At last, about one o'clock in_t ning, three hours after

it had been knocked down, Dr. Ma;g:: b put the animal out of its
misery.
dreadful
When the person, =&xXx told me of the/maimfux three hours
SREXXRERE of trying togge lp for a suffering animal, an of the

indifference of th ty of people, I felt terribly ashamed of

our brand of Chri¥ ty and our brand of humanity and our brand
of compassign, ou know, this is no isolated thing. The way
they tra &small stoeck in trucks is the height of cruelt.y, and
this@ every day. What makes this particular case s0 horrible

is t fgect that I am sure that at least a dozen deceni, sensitive,
well-educated, cultured people whom I am proud to reg-rd as my
friends must have passed that stricken animal.

So pleaee, I beg you, let us put a stop to this cruelty to
animals. It is vichous and it is unchristian; and if it is not checker

it ends up by making us vicious and unchristian with each other,

not just with animals, Goodnight.
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Good evening: Let us begin by noting with satisfaction the
Prime Minister's announcement that Jamaica will establish a High
Commission Office in Port-of-Spain. This is as it be. Let us
hope that this is the first step in what will own in the

future as the 'Caryibbean approach' to wor@ rs, I think it
o

is important that the nations of the Cari rk out such a

common approach 1f they want to make ct on world affairs,

As small-and isolated countries tt@ of each is not likely
t

to amount to very much, But if t together as a group and work
out EMxEAXX®E a regional approach specific matters their influence
could be considerable, ;;EEE%e this is part of the reason why

Dr. Eric Williams h ssed so hard for a.caribbean Common Market,
and why Governor larin of Puerto Rico has rebently written

to Sir Alemand amante about regional co-operation through the
Caribbean isation., Of course, the_Carbeean Organisation, which
is the essor to the Caribbean Commisssion, is essentially an
oraghisalion for dependent territories, It was set up by Britain,
France, the Netherlands and the United States to iron-out and streasx
line their approach to their colonies &n this part of the world,

So, 1f the independent territories of the region are to work through
the Caribbean Organisstion its structure would have to be changed
completely, And I think its key personnel would also have to be zkmg
changed. Indeed, I am not sure that even this would do it. Dr.
Williams who is bound to be one of the key figures in the planning
of any sort of regional approach, has very little time for the

Caribbean Orgenisation, He worked for it when it was the Caribbean



Commission and when it was still based in Port-of-Spain; and Dr.
Willlams had a very unhappy experience with the organisation., It
was from this unhappy experience with the Caribbean Commission that
he moved on to active politics, And it 1is significan hat when

Dr, Williams gained power in Trinidad, the Caribb nzag;kission
upped and moved its headquarters to Puerto Rico\ e 1its offiéiab
knew that the new Premier of Trinidad had n or them and
their organisation,

I have restated this bit of old simply because it
seems. to me that the people at the stry of External Affairs .
should‘bear all thesé factors hz}hd when they get around to b
drafting a reply to Govern Q:SSQ( letter to Sir Alexander., It
will not suit us toiente iSE:~:my arrangement without exploring
ever& aspect of it: certainly do not vant to. @o anytﬁing
that would make <:::>more division than now exists in the region,
And so I think uld be useful to find out whether there is a
broad bod &reement inside the region as to the kind of co-operati
we wan create, Would Trinidad and the Little Eight, or Seven, go
alon{Hwi Governor Munoz's idea of working through the Caribbean
Organisation? Or would it be better for these territories to start
their own organisation? I hope that these questions will be very
carefully explored before any decision is made, And having an offic
in. Port of‘Spain will ensure that we explore questions of this type
in consultation with our friends in Port of Spain and our friends
in Bridgetown. And so I hope that we will move quickly but carefully
towards working out a distinctive approach to worid affairs that

will be recognised as the 'Caribbean Approach'. The need is urgent.
Goodnight,
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Good evening: Mr. Chester Bowles 1s one of President Kennedy's
Special Advisers., He is also oné of the most internationally minde&d
men in Washington today. He has alwgys been interest the
under-developed countries and over the years he .a@ten and
spoken extensively in favour of Asian and Afr‘iss\}Sdependence. &
first met him in New York shortly after thv In those days the
great wave of African independence hadt begun, but even then
Chester Bowles was crusading for it that particular meeting in
New York a book which he had just N hed was being launched; and
much of this book dealt with whgg\edérica should do about the under-
developed countries.»From h u will see that Mr. Cheéter Bowlesg'

interest in Asla, in A a,"in Latin America is not a thing that

began &esterday. thing I think you should know about Mr,
Chester Bowles I : he is a man of strong and independent views,
If he feels wng is right, he will say so and take the consequenes;
and if hg t s a thing is wrong he will séy so too. Because of
this meNpeople call him opiniqnated. Certainly, as a member of
 Presiden Kennedy's Cabinet he got himself into trouble because he
spoke his mind over the Cuban Bay of Pigs business., His crities sad
that this showed that ﬁe could not work in a team., In any event,
Chester Bowles 1s no tight-lipped, diplomatic career civil servant,
- whose memorandum to the Presgdént dealing
And this is the man/MKEXE¥EXXXREXNEEKENRXRFEXENKER
with U.S. ald to develpping countries was published over the weekernd .

The fact that this memorandum was made public could mean much or

little, I think, for instance, that 1f the Kennedy Administration

disapproved strongly of the views expressed in the memorandum, the



ln
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President could have asked for it not to be made public. So it cqulé‘
mean that the memorandum reflects the official views of the Kennedy
Administration. On the other hand, makéng the memorandum publiec
could be x;n routine releasing of important information and opinion

to keep the nation informed. My own view is that Mr, Bowles's

memorandum is either a straight official policy do r else it
gﬁ£§’e° To me,

is so close to official policy as to make no dif‘ﬂ\%E

this document charts the way in which the Un tes will, from

here on, approach thé guestion of aid for oping countries., Amd
this fact makes Mr, Chester Bowles do specially important to
Jamaica.

The Bowles document puts mgihg n the company of Argentina,
Chile, Greece and Singapore sfigﬁﬂ%ries capable of putting their
financial houses in order %o have failed to do so because of
hisuse and maldistribe ' of their wealth, And so, because of
this 'misuse and ibu‘bion' of our wealth Mr, Bowles sees our
problems as bei&iciently acute to require American aid,

Thefd B Qﬁ\i document puts a group of other countries which
include ay Pakistan, Nigeria, Tunisia, Colombia, El1 Salvador
and mo§a in a second category of countries which are financially
poorer than we are but which are showing, and now I quote Mr, Bouies:
"Outstanding competence and courage in mustering their own resources".

In other words, to Mr. Chester Bowles, and I suspect to the

xREEX we
State Department,/we only qualify for aid because/ have misused what

we have and because we do not share what we have justly and fairly,
I do not like this sort of public judgement on Jamaica any more tha
R IKEL i ' 4 S B 12 ‘xmxgxxxxxxx'

you do. But the big question is: Is 1tf¥¥le? I'll try to answer that
wEseX Xt vertx Xt ey ek x X5 e XeRIreK TIorTes Xtk ek iikoex shox steme bhbecsark
tomorrow, so till then, goodnight.

axxrdgener ik Xaosa oTX XEerbeaX KK petX ot RITausgx Aot rer ik spau et xBorx
PR R PR B oot nEx e O URShEOK XoecchnK xacounate
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Good evening: I know many people are probably extremely angry
with the United Stateé because of Mr, Chester Bowles' dgement
that the only reason why we need aid is because of g;;gaﬁs we have
made of what we have, And I am sure that a numb em will see
as 'économic imperialism' Mr., Bowles' sugges at with whatever
aild it gives to countries like Jamaica the . should suggest to
them corrective measures and provide « And yet, you know,
by asking for American aid, we ha for this sort of judgemert
and it 1s a little silly for uxpto t on our high-horse about 1t.

When you go begging to a m ou dre in fact inviting him to lecture

you., The American govern gets its money in exactly the same way
that X® our governm s its money: from diféct and indirect

you know, you and I would cut up
taxes on its eciti And FumkxzExwExMeXRxkizkxupxaxRuxx very
rough if we kne t the Jamaican government was giving away millims

of pounds t taxpayers' money. But somehow we seem to think it
rmal for the American governﬁéﬁt to give away millions
ds)of the American taxpayers' money. And what is more, many
of us go on as though we are entitled to this money; we cut up rough
if we don't get}gr if questions are asked about how we use it, But
I am afraidd we cannot have it both ways. Any time you ask for aiq,
you must also take the advice that goes with it, of the criticism of
how you hanle your affairs., From this point of view I have not
quarrel with Mr, Bowles' rather harsh judgement of Jamaica,

Where I do tend to quarrel with Mr., Chester Bowles is over the

sweepling character of his Judgement. It is true that I only have

the news service report of his memorandum and not the full text of



the actual document, so I do not know wkakxkrxmzaxx whether he
explains what he means when he talks about the 'misuse' of national

in the same context
wealth., And when this word is used about Jamaica and/about a place
like Argentina where a dictabpr took millions out of the country when
he fled, then explaining what you mean becomes imp % In any

more than
case it is a little/fantastic =ax to say that oyntry which

more than doubled the gross national produc(% 8 than ten years

has 'misused' the national wealth. So, un . Bowles qualifies

his statement about the 'misuse' of n@ wealth very severa}y
it would seem to me that he 1is bla@ i Jamailca: and not even
the fact of giving aid confers th ght on anyone,

I think Mr, Bowles 1s on ve much more solid grounds when it
comes to the 'maldistribugi f the national wealth., This is a
point on which few reggs®pabYe people would quarrel with him. And
of course there 1 er' point which, whether it is in Mr, Chester
Bewles' docume ot, is very much there in the minds of the

U.S. offici \who have to handle all requests for ald. And it is

this: se people who ask for American aid doing all they can
to a tRenselves? Are we in Jamaica doing so? To what extent has
the private sector of the Jamaican economy, to what extent have our
own capitalists, our own business people, invested in Jamaicap's
development? You khow the answer as well as I do and it is not very
encouraging. And the Americans know thigioThey know that we can
investf more in Jamalca's future: they know that we can make better
of the land,
use sExwRakxwexkaxmyx that we need not import much of the food we mw
do; and they know we can share what we have a little more equally:

and as long as kkey we expect help from them they are entitled to

turn on us and say: ‘'Allright, but first help yourselves', goodright
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Good evening: I am very glad to see that the Chester Bowles
statement about which 1 talked last night and the n before, does
not represent official American policy. A spoke %he American
Embassy here in Kingston» told me so last nigh k r, so good,
But I hope that our own Ministry of Externa rs will not let
the matter rest there. Jamaica's name itely been damaged
by what Mr. Bowles did = - and he did ne of the special advisers
to the American President, not a any private citizen. So just
to privately say that it was ate and that he was not speaking
for the United States Gove nt, is not enough. I think the Jamaican
government should dem 1cia1 repudiation by the American
government of the emarks, If the United States government
allows a highly p official to shoot off his mouth without
consultatio emestic affairs, that is their business: but
when tha al shoots off his mouth about other countries whose
frien and goodwill the United States valueg, then, as far as I

ned the matter becomes too serious to be shrugged off, IfI
were an American citizen concerned with furthering the best interests
of my country and trying to win friends for her, I would call for
the sacking of Mr. Chester Bowles, But I am not an American citizen
so I cannot make such a call, What we can do is insist that the
officially

United States/remove the slur mm contained in the Boitles suggestion
that Jamaica had misused her national wealth, As I said last night,
not even the giving of aid gives anyone the right to blackguard
Jamaica,

I think the ChesterBowles affair, and the way the Ministry of



External Affairs dealt with 1t, points up the very 1mportant‘that
Ministry will play in the future life of the country. As soon as the
Bowles thing was made public gg%;Ministry went into action. A messg e
went off to Washington to get all the facts and on the basis of the
facts reprecentation is either now being made or wi n be made

to ensure that the State Department corrects the ortunate effects
of the Bowles statement.sAnd a very importa a e of the succesful
handling of such tricky problems of foeel r;Eations is to do what
has to be done with as little fuss, a t®le publicity and as little
noise as possible., So, when I chec was really impressed by

the quiet smoothness with which t %istry of External Affairs
handled this, and a number of o matters that have come up since
independence, The early gl ss has gone and I got the feeling
that the people were g on top of the job of handling our
external affairs. nk much of the credit for building this
foreign servic almost nothing must go to Mr., Lawrence Lindo.
Mr. Lindo beeR appointed Jamaica's High Gommiséioner in London

he S ined here and
but mxerx EixPexxmarikkxxkexkax headed the Ministry of External

AffajrsNumtil Mr. Jimmy Lloyd could come home to take over from
him, ™ Lloyd came home today and Mr, Lindo can now begin the
handing over., He has laid firm foundations and I expect a first-class
foreign service to grow and expand under the guidance of Mr. Lloyd.
But of all the happenings of today all ovér the world, I think
the one event that could most affect the shape of the future was the -
opening at the Vatican City of the 2lst General Council of the Roman .
Catholic Church by Pope John. More than anything else that happened
today this one can change the world, But Pime is up so I will tell

about it tomorrow: Till then, goodnight,



No 553 21st General Council of Roman Catholie Church "}

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Friday Oct 12 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: A 'General Council' of the Roman Catholic Churd

is a gathering of all the bishops of that Bhurch. An he Council

that opened in the Vatican yeserday was such a g of somse
2,600-0dd Cgtholic Bishops from all corners of.t rth, A General

Council of the Catholic Church is also a sor road and comprehasiv
policy making meeting: it is at the 'Geger uncil' that the
bishops get-togethef and talk out a e Problems that confront

the church. Generally speaking'ug’} eneral Councils' have been
held at critical moments in tiw

In the nearly 2,000 years d‘i?gg existence of the Christian Church

in the history of the church,

this is only the 21lst at there has been such a gathering of
Catholic bishops. t 8General Council' of Catholic bishops

@ During that time

on until 1870 .% 2nxxxxu11ﬁxxmaxxx' they held

began in 1869 and
four sessio an e princes of the church recally let rip with the
arguments ni\hne stage fifty odd bishops stormed out of the council
rather vote on the question of defining the infallibility of
the @ This Council did not make any really radical or sweeping
changes. But the one before, the one that went on from 1545 to 1563,
was one of the most dramatic of all the great Catholic Councils,
Martin Luther and others had attacked the Catholic Church for sellim
indulgences - and the idea that the rich could buy their way into
heaven. It looked very much as though the Reformation would first
undermine the influence of the Catholiec Church and then destroy its
power throughout the world, And so, with Catholicism in trouble

the bishops met at what became known as the 'Council of Trent' between
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1545 end 1563, Please note the dates: the Councii began in 1545 and
went on fax until 1563 - that 1s for eighteen long years! The church
was in a mess and so the fathers of the church got together and
talked it out as though they had all the timé in the world, At

-

one point, round about 1551, the great Martin Lut elf

dismissed the 'Council' as a comedy that came \a and could
not achieve its purpose. But the Catholic b ent their dwn
way, fought their battles, examined thems look atf the faults

and failures of those who had served reh and brought it to

this sorry pass and then passed o% ndred canons, And so, after
eighteen years of painful deb te”\k n itself, the catholic church
brought itself to vigorous 11::~§é21n. I think this is one of the

most awesome things abou t;% Christian Church in general and the

Catholic Church in ; ular, this extraordinary capacity for turnng
in on itself and g new life/ in times of trouble.
But, you shy, this present 'General Council' is not meetig

in a time \oubles. The Catholic Church is strongei" and more
stable has ever been; the faithful today number more than

fiv un¥red million. All that is true., But the majority of catholice
are found in Latin America and southern European where you have
massive poverty and overpopulation. And with its sure feel for the
historical process the Catholic Church knows that this most revolutbn:
ary of éll centuries is moving to a point of crisis and climax., There
is no standstill, And so it seems to me that with this Council the
Catholic 1is bracing itself for a series of crucial encounters, It

has to meet, live with or contend with: the new wave of science,

the soclial and economic demands of the poor, and the challenge of

Marxien leadership in all these fields. And how the Catholic church
does this may affect all of us in today and tomorrow's world. Goodnig



No 554 4 1) Salaries at Jamaica Wdoleﬁs Lfd;:
| S Peki b oSt

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Oct 13 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: I thought I had finished with all I wanted to
say about Jamaica Woolens Ltd. and then I made the awful mistake
of trying tocheck up on a few figures just to makeys hat I had
the picture clear, The result was that I discov rgt one almost

unbelievable thing, then another. First, I ed that eight

Junior executive officers, people in the bons of supervisors,
) the
technicians and/like =-_that eight su e collected between

() [0 ol A0
b i ¥—ree thousand xzib month in the form of

A

salaries, car allowances and u;}h‘ llowances. The lowest salary

If you add the thirty-on

any of these people drew w oneWundred and fifty pounds a month,.F#
%&s a month for car allowance and the

forty pounds a montz;fj> housing allowance you arrive &t the figure

of &£221 a month. his by any standard you wmm like to use,

: Another
is extremely h es for a supervisor, But this is low, fkker
BEBRIE sSupe 3\§$r drew as much as £285 a month as basic salary; and
when yo car and housing allowances to this the man collected
a togal §f £381 a month. So this supervisor's total pay (including
car and housing allowances) would work out at‘roughly 4,576
a year. Have you ever come across any supervisor, no matter how
skilled he is, whbg gets that kind of money anywhere in the world?
If you have I would like to know of it because I have not, By the
time I had dug up this much it was no shock to me to discover that
one gentleman in the managerial class was taking home over £500
a month,

If this were some private undertaking this would be none of

your business and none of my business. But this is our business




because the only money the I.D.C. had to put into Jamaica Woolens
wasg the money it got from the government of Jamaica and the only
money the government had to give to the I.D.C. was the money it
could from the taxpayers of Jamaica. And that makes it our business,
By this time I was mmEyx very depressed and Jjus ittle scared
of what I might find ou£ about the people highe . but I kept
digging because it was too late to stop. & enough I found
what I feared. The number one man at Ja AQI;lens had been
given a contract for five years which@%him over thirteen
thousand pounds a yeér, tax free. w&ghat it has been decided that
Jamaica Woolens must shut down w %still committed to pay this
gentleman over th rteen‘thousgaﬁkybup¢s’g year yntil the contract

ban 2 . ol e & (Grwavator— cfp R
f this gentleman's contract has to

has expireq( In other

run for another four en we must find more than fifty-two

thousand pounds to@ him in ‘order to honour our contractual
bbliga’;,ion° S bad, just about as bad as it can be; and 1
think it s a‘is accounted for in full.

Wha es it so terrifying to me is that fact that if Jamaica

Woo@ not failed so dramatically we may never have known

what t on, what kind of money was being paid to imported

supervisors. I think one of the thingsvthat stands out a mile is

that we need to have some sort of system of public accéunting for the
aXx spending of a117§2i2§ by statutory bodies. We all know how the
government spends our money, we know the salaries of our legislators
and civil servants, what has happened inside Jamaica Woolens shows

that we need public accounting for semi-government bodies too.

Goodnight,
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No 555 Polttical Asylum & Rev Clennon King o

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday Oct 15 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I spent a few hours in St. Ann's Bay last
Saturday; and during thosé few hours four people butji@nholed me at
different times to talk about the case of the Revy, d flennon King

whose request for political asylum was turned GSNQ the Minister
' d _

of Home Affairs, All these people seemed that Mr. Roy

lcNeilll, kkEx¥Xkmxxker should refuse to al American Negro
priest to make his home here in Jama o} ﬁhere seemed to me to

be very definite cbnfusion in tQQNhf of these people as to
exactly what the Minister of @ aire refused Mr, King and why
de ow many other people might be

he did so. And it made me @&Qn
equally confused about t s;whole affair. So,.let us see if we can -

sort 1t out.
First of al s make clear what the Minister of Home Affairs

dld not de, =T Mjnister of Home Affairs did not deny  the Reverend

(Lennon K ~>\§mission to live in Jamaica. The question never
came . King did not ask the Minister for permission to come
and \gesi¥e here, as anyone who 1is not a Jamalcan or even a British
subject would have to do. $So the very first thing is that no
permission to live here was denied because no permission to live
here was asked for.

What was asked for was political asylum, and this is a ¢ompletel
different thing altogether. There is an international convention
known as the Right of Asylum to which most countries subscribe.
Under this convention a country is required to give protection to
a foreigner within its territory, usmally to safeguard him from

violence or injustice or both, in his own country. And the person



who is entitled to such asylum is usually a political offender in
his own country.

You will notice I used words like a person's 'right' to asylum
or a person being'entitled' to asylum. I use these words because if

you do in fact qualify for political asylum then it %urs by right

and no Minister and no Governmentfﬂf% turn you aw€y ¥ b you must
qualify., And the hard truth is thet the Rever \ on King Jjust
does not qualify,any more than 4id the fo ng stowaways who were

just returned to B.G.

To qualify for asylum the cou% which a person flees must

pe satisfied that the government \ country from which that

intended
person is running/do him or he;\‘sprible violence and injustice if

he or she did not flee. e sh refugees who fled from the Nazis
They
were fleeing from a go t which intended to destroy themgfare

the classic exampleople 'entitled' to political asylum. But =
the case of lir.gkiRAAthe government of the United States does not

intend to 4 im olence or to harm him for any political views

he holds. s true that some of his fellow citizens, and some of
the soubie states would like to deprive him and other American

" recently the
Negroe f certain right. But only Xaskxwerk tkixxsaxe United States

hundreds of
government called out/soldiers to enforce the rights of one American

citizen who happens to be a Negro., X¥a@zz@x The government of the Unitec
States and the constitution of the United Statés are on the side of
Mr. King. And for these reasons Mr, Roy MeNelll had no choice but ®
dem¥axe deny Mr. King's request. According to international convention
Mr, King does not qualify for political asylum. Goodnight.



No 556 ;; Injured donkey (follow = up)

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday Oct 16 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: A number of listeners haﬁe written to me about
my broadcast of Saturday/ggfg;:t wEzkx when I spoke about the
wounded donkey.(Incidentally, this was the same day c%ich we had
to broadcast two commentaries because of some un{\hi te mistake

the evening before, Some listeners got very
T

mistake and quite a few of them 'cussed me or belng lazy and

so repeating something/ I had said tne% before., Believe me, it
was nothing of the sort. It was an<;b te mistake with which I
had nothing to do and for whlc ev dy concerned was extremely

sorry). Anyway, let us get back he case of the wounded donkey.

th me about this

From the letters I c 'ed three points have emerged very

clearly. First that g must be done to make Jamaicans more
conscioﬁs of anim ring. The most popular suggestion was that
this be done b ] 8 and radio campaign. I think that is importat;

but I think ‘Qg&'m re important than such a campaign would be a
clear legd our churches and from our schools and from the

gove e and from our local authorities, Kindness to all living
things 1s a Christian virtue and if this is spelled out clearlyfd in
church a vast army of decent but thoughtless people will be forced
to think on the matter.. Next, I think, the most important influence
for good can be exerted by teachers in schools. I think the almost
traditional kindliness of the English child towards animals (and I
watched it for nearly twenty years) was fostered as a part of the
education of the child, At hqme the child had, and still has)a cat
a dog or some other pet,and mqther, who is always at home with the

child, except in very rare circumstances, fosters a tenderness towats
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animals from very early on in the child's upbringing. And when the
child goes to school the same pattern continues, with teacher taking
over the job from mother, The children's newspapers, the Sunday sclwl,
the B.B.C. 'Children's Hour' programme,

feverything around the child, fosters this idea of kindliness to all

living creatures, When a policeman risks his life t%cue a dog
which has fallen into a pit it becomes big news policeman

becomes a national hero., And so the idea of to animals
British
becomes part of the values of/Emgiizk s.o§~ And;d this, I think,
s

has a lot to do with the people of Br ng the kind of people
they are - especially when you me @n Britain, I think this

is the sort of climate we want t @ze here, Unfortunately, mothers
in Jamaica spend less time wit ir children in the years before
school than the mothers Jgn énd do, and so kkXx the beginning of

this important Jjob mu aken over by the teachers,

The way in wh@e police can help this educating ppocess is
prosecuting
by REXRXXXEXYX eople who are cruel to animal and by making sure
that anima a topped from wandering on the roads, One listener
suggests ing of aiﬁ drays from highways after dark and another
isten kes the very valuable suggestion that we should introduce
human 1lin9 of animals, If you have witnessed the killing of a
plg or a goat for sale in some country'area, you will not need to
be convinced of the desperate need for humane killing. And this is
where the government and the local authorities can help enormously.
To all those who have offered help, I suggest you get in touch with
the Soclety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, ©o0, let ue all
set about creating a climate of kindliness towards all living

creatures., Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on :
Wednesday Oct 17 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: To those people who know him wellg and there are
many of them in Jamaica, the news of Sir Hugh Foot's resignation
as Britain's chief spokesman on Colonial Affairs at ‘%i:fnited
Nations, did not come as a great shock: it might ome as
something of a surprise, but certainly not a « When I look
back now to the day when the news first b I cannot even say that
I was very greatly surprised, Please get me wrong. I am not
saying that I could see Sir Hugh's@ ation coming. If you had

asked me the day before he resign ther there was any isssue

over which he might resign I d think I would have thought of
Southern Rhodesia. I gm rying to play prophet after the
event, And yet when he sign I was not surprised at all, and

many of his other @ 8 here in Jamalca were mEX either not
surprised, or 1dly surprised. And you know, I think the
reason for s lative lack of surprise tells us a great deal abat
Sir Hugh and about this business of being British,

Q F‘oot‘ has had a long and distinguished career in the
servic f Britain and Britain's colonial empire. All things being
equal, a new career as an international diplomat had just started
for him, Behind him, part of his proud record, was the settlement
of the bitter conflict in Cyprus: before that he had served here in
Jamaica with a distinction thét had won forAhim the respect, admiratio
and affeection of apractically all Jamaicahs, It was reasonable then
to think that this man who had served and served so well, deéerved
great honours which would probably end with a seat in the House of

Lords., Certainly, if Sir Hugh Foot had felt that he was too near
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retirement to do any more than carry out his brief at the U.N., few
people would have quarrelled with him., There comes a time when
everyman is entitled to say: I have worked long and hard, now I am
just biding time for my pension,

Instead, when it came to an issue over which he 1d not plead
Britain's case with a clear consclence, he resignéd 8 embarrassing

his own country and throwing his own future i N t., I am sure
OS:E T

Sir Hugh Foot knew that Britain's enemies w y to make political

knew that however embarrassing, the Government and pebple

capital out of his resignation. But I e§flally sure that he also
o

would respect his decision becau s based on strong convictiors

He knew, as we know, that he ﬁ%\ilpotbe haunted or persecuted

because of those convictioﬂEE’Q@ will ntt have to starve, he will

not have to run to ano untry, he will not have to appear before
a committee on un-B activities to defend himself, And all this
give%?im a unique e of freedom to live accordihg to the -dictates :
of his conscgenc®and of principle, And this, I think, is one of tle
wonderful about being British., And once you gét to this point
then b »$ritish has nothing to do with béing elther white, or blek
or bﬁr green, It has to do with values. At this point too, British

values are not white values (indeed there is no such thing as either
white or black values) but a high point in human values, And those
of us who criticised colonialism did so because these values were
not accorded us - and not because we were against them, For Sir
Hugh Foot there/zisno conflict between being white and standing up

for blacks: it just did not arise. What arose was a question of vales.

Goodnight,



No 558 Clhfe McFaflane & Adolphe Roberts : i e '*f

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Thursday Oct 18 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Mr. J.E. Clare MeFarlane was buried yesterday.

Less than a month earlier his good friend, Mr. W. Adolphe Roberts lal

died: and so, within the span bf one month Jamaicaplo™ te two most
%should try and

senior writers. And so 1t seems to me fitting tl\

assess the part played by these two men - n me say very quidgy,
in order to sit in judgement on them, but to learn from what
they have achieved, And make no mista it: both of them have

achieved much, One of the major @ of the young Jamaican - aid
EX

indeed the young West Indianx% = writer is that when he should
be learning from the achie nts¥Yof those who went before him, he

er
is so busy tearing them d :that there is no time to learn. 1In

ofder to be the pio n order to be the first, we often have to
cancel everything ¢el ent before - and so we throw out the baby
with the bath w Whenever any of the younger West Indian wrétas

or intellec x lament the fact thaf they do not have a long and
ancien o call on, I see it as part of this business of rejecting
s wihat s gone before., Indeed, this tendency findsexpression in
our politics as well, where the new youné leader seems often to feed
that he must éompletely wipe out the échievements and the good name
of the 0ld lecader in order to build up his own and and make it

more secure., And there are even eléments of this impulse to destrg
the past in the general thinking on Jamaican institutions, Often tle
argument starte off with,.....'Now that Jamaica is independent.....'
and then the arguer goes on to try and get rid of some tried and
tested institution - be it the monapchy, Jamaica's two-party system,

Jamaica's traditi@nal assocliations or the like, Always, the impulse
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seems to be towardé the new and the unknown, And there is nothing
wrong with this: indeed, something would be seriously wrong if the
young did not always reach wowards the new and the unknown, What 1is
wrong is that this is acoompanied'by the 1m§ylse to repudiate or
else destroy the old and the known. This is a dangergys impulse
which can, if it is not controlled, serious;y und s;§:>tability n
times qf difficulty. And the way to stop it, I 1s’to face up
te it énd then to consciously overcome this Stive urge. And
here a sense of the continuous process bec crucial, Mr, Manley
andﬂﬁthers have paid homage to the po pioneering of Mr, Adolhe
Roberts in the movement that led ca's independence, And so
the politicians seem at this m ;jk\&n time-to have a greater sense
of the continuous process Qfﬁgl;ritgrs have, The politicians -

at least the older ones = J:m prepared to admit that things began

before them and tha es not take anything away from them to say
so. And so Adolph ts, a fine ploneering writer, has been
honoured mainly his political contribution.

But it SsNot the public show of honour that I am concerned

priva nour of all:the quiet homage of your own heart and mind,

about.; I am concerned about is that most 1mportan£ and that mst
This, I think, is the kind of homage that Clare McFarlane is entitled
to from everyone who writes in Jamaica and everyone who cares about
literature in Jamaica. Never mind the politics of the business, newr
mind whether you like his poetry 6r not; never mind wether you belmged
to the 'Focus' swvhool or the Poetry League school, the hard fact is
the Clare McFarlane has nurtured and nursed poetry in Jamaica for
over forty years and that ie something uniqueg. But he xgidmbre than
;Eiiia He also wrote some good poetry about which I will tell you,

tomorrow, So till then, goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday Oct 19 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evéning: We are still talking about Clare lMcFarlane, and

now I want to read a few extracts from some of his go $

Know then the battle rages to and fr

The present and the past in conflic - i
The future in the issue. Yet fear t%\?

The spirit that upholds her shal e,
Though practice fail and cust 8 away;

For there's an England greater Thy England,
A London mightier than tho known,

Built from the generation e years.

That is a bit from McFarlane's ' '+ And you know, if I had bea
as arrogant as one young writ 3 ow who told me flatly he could
not waste his time readin c;§>!g;e, I would have missed a great
deal, I would have missedy~\or it might have taken me longer to
arrive at the conc London and England as more than just
physical locatio @also symbols of values, and without that,

Sir Hugh Foot'sd ignation about which I talked a couple of nights
ago, would Ra had less meaning. So, this poet who so many young
write miss as old fashioned has helpedig to shape my falues,
And@isguided young writer who did not have time to read Clare
McFarlane does not know what he has missed, It seems to me that

g0 many young Jamaican writers miss so much because they think they
are too smart and too modern to learn anything from Clare McFarlane,
THis is of course what always happens when you try to reject your
past and those who have shaped your past: you become very clever

and very good at tearing qun and destroying. The trouble is you
have nothing on which to build and so you are always beginning from

scratch, And so you do not have that sense of time and space, that

gsense of history which McFarlane describes as 'Twilight forever
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lives, forever dies'., And you know, in .one poem 'On National Vanity',
McFarlane offers us more distilled wisdom than you can find in the
writings of those who would sell his work short.
But it 15 not my purpose to defend Clare McFarlane's work or
to Jjustify it. It needs no such activity from me or om anyone,
What is am trying to say is that because of this de <§E:kive urge

A
within the society, because of the strong imp N pull down those

who have gone before, many of us have not gi rselves a chance
to really appreciate and benefit from '€ and work of people
like J.E. Clare McFarlane and W. Adgdp erts, And the loss is

ours, not theirs, The tragedy is ) is is the kind of loss
Jamaican iiterature need ndt sgtajnn, All that 1s needed is for

our young—writers to build he foundations laid by the writers

of the past. But for thtsshg need humility. You only learn when

you are not dead su @ you know everything. I think Clare
McFarlane and Ado e noberts have a great deal to teach _the younger

writers of Jq::: f only they will learn,
t %¥ribute to these two Jamaican pioneeré&s to go back
e

sy
and re=wge verything they have written. I suggest you do the same:
and Qs begin withA'(CaAﬁL-:—-'-—‘-» L\ e G %

Love will awaken all lovely things at last.

One by one they shall come from the sleep of Time

Bearing in triumph the deathless dreams of the past.

Goodnight.
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Oct - at 6.15p.n
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Way back on September the 12th, when the idea
to introduce casino gambling was first being pushed by tourist

interests, I told you that I honestly did not see 1-connection

between gambling and tourism, I told you I thou tgwas false to

assume that legalised gambling would attrac i?%hts: ganbling, I

told you, does not attract tourists as su alised gambling

attracts gamblers and gamblers, where g0, whether it is the

south of France or elsewhere, are ovity. The majority of

tourists do not go to any plac ;235‘ in order to gamble, I also
M.

told you that from my own pers observation of tourism in the

South of France 1 am sat f;Ed that a flourishing tourist industry
was much less depen n gambling than the people who wanted it

made out, Now I glad indeed to see that the Minister of
Trade and Indu s sald firmly that gaﬁbling was not the answer,
I am g N.he Minister has done this because it seemed to me
at one ageWhat we were in danger of getting the issues confused,
The ur8nes have, and I personally agree with them, opposed the
iﬁtroduction of casino gambling from a christian point of view, Amd
this resulted in a big debate about the so-called 'old fashioned'
approach of the churches, and about this being the only way to cure
a sick cﬁild, and about the child not really being sick but dying,
and about church iotteries, horse racing, football pools and a
hundred and one other side issues, The practical point which I am
Rappy the Minister has now endorsed is that casino gambling is not

the answer to our troubles. And he has listed some of things that

have caused our tourist industry to be in the state it now is,
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T?z Minlstergesd® high rates and the behaviodraii gsome of the

L) shops

Juo—rem’ free portg, taxis, she hotels, the airlines, have not beemr

o - n
givéag value for money. %e' have been charging high prices and

gilving low quality seritee. I do not think everybody in the Iindustry
agrees with the Minister., I have myself been given @ and sound
arguments to justify the rates that are being ch d, in our

luxury tourist hotels, And you know, they d
dfcf'k

e reasonably

(e TL&

well with rates in other places, So

rates, I think the rates certainly 1
N ;
will want to come to Jamaica for a y to those gbove a certain

kind of people w ho

income, The person in the lower’h- e-class income bracket who
gets two or three weeks a year who has to save up to take the
family on holiday =~ such a?son Just cannot come to Jamaica, You
will find many such pe% Puerto Rico: there they travel in |
busses with the o citizens (no air-conditioned busses, by tle
way) and most £ eat in locel eating places, But then the
ma jority of urist resorts are not in the luxury class. They are
there t for this kind of person. Then there is transport. Ym
can get o ruerto Rico from New York at a fraction of what it costs
to com ere and that again cuts out your lower middle-class family,
So 1t seems to me that on top of all the point Mr. Lightbourne has
mentioned, such as giving full value for money and lowering air rats,
the tourist industry should also ask 1tself whether it wants to

free spender
attract the lower middle-income tourist, He will not be a himxxkk:
or tippef, in fact he will watch every penny, as you and I do. But
his numbers are legion., Does the tourist industry want him?

,Goodnight.
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Good evening: Now that my prediction of October the 2nd has

been confirmed and Mr. C.C. Campbell's appointment ag_our next
Governor-General has been announced, let us take 52%;; look at

the possible implications of having a native Ja‘g\' Governor=
General. Q~
I think pexxikiy the most serious an most dangerous
implication i1s the possibility that yernor-Generalship of
Jamaica may become a party polit ter. The reason why Sir
Kenneth Blackburne, the reaso wﬁ}\a 1 the @overnors in the past;
were, with rare exception aZI!N%L be so useful to Jamaica, was
because they were above 5%Jolitics. They were the Queer{"‘ or :
the King's represe 8, And whether Jamaicans approved or
disapproved  of w r@y did, everybody accepted it as being done

in the interes the nation as a whole. And so King's House and

the persg Roccupigad ;E, bjgame symbols of Famaixram unity for

.’ And because/xx was a symbol of unity and, until very
the real source of all power in Jamaica, the office of
Governbr was the most important single stabiiéing factor in the
society. And so, sfgblically, the man at King's House meant a number
of very important things to the countfy. First, and paradokically
perhaps, hé meant hmkk dependence,;xﬂ security and colonialism,

His prsence meant a limiting of the freedom of éhoice of all Jamaiams
Until recently he could over-rule the decisions of the politicilans,
and i1f need be enforce his own decision with all of Britain's militér

might. And hevadted as a restraining influence on the politicians.
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Second, his presence represented the over-all unity of the society:
opposing parties, conflicting factions and interests, differing"
groups and classes all looked to him to maintain a just balance,
Third, he represented national rather than partisan recognition,
Although he had increasingly in recent years to act on the advice
of the party in power, there were areaslin which h ‘;é;’, on his on,
pay tribute to personal achievement by persoﬁal ¢ nis}ng it.
He invited distinguished citizens to the ma@\ntions of the
Governor on the basis of his assess ment ir merit and &tanding
in the community - and not ori the basQ& ow they stood with the
party in power, »

And so, in these ways, he céﬁ%\; uted greatly to the sense of
national unity within the s cizzahf‘éecause of his presence and what
it represended, it was pogs e for.many citizens to see the interds
of the nation as bei ove those of party and person: indeed, he
himself was {.he s Qf this concept of the nation.

But all ¢ relatively easy for a man who represented an
outside pow Vd who was accountable to such an outside power., He
could afifo o be detached, But that is only part of the reason., Te
othefq palM is that the system under which he operated made it posside
and indeed easy to be above the party battle., Now that the system of
his appointing has changed, and now that he is to be a native son,
there is the danger that his great usefulness as a symbol of natiord

unless we make great zxkim efforts to avold
unity will be destroyed, IRxXRREXGRNRRRAX®EERRXIXXTLXIANAXZTAXREZANER
this, I think a party political Governor-General
MEXEIYX R RRX Ry NREIX R XX REX RAXRY X IRXRANEY will be a tragedy f;—f

Jamaica. .Tomorrow I will tell you how I think we can avoild such a

tragedy. So, till then, goodnight.
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Goad evening: Let us explore a possible chain of events in the

political life of Jamaica. Let us assume that the appointment of
%cal thing.

the Governor-General ies regarded as a purely partyyp
t approve of

And let us assume that the party in opposition ;
it because it is good oprosition pdlitics n qg\?&nd'let us further
assume that King's House, or whereever el Governor=-General

may be living becomes a place to whic those who are in political
favour are invited. And having ass@t 1is much all you will have

to do is stop and think a 1itt@realise what it will mean for

1

Jamaica., The idea of natiqgé’~3 ty will be utterly destroyed. When

one party dis in power al honours and all the jobs, beginning

with the Governor-G hip, will go to the supporters of the pary
in power, The opp and th supporters of the opposition will e
excluded and re to second or third-class citizenship. And then,

when you ha \change of Government, there will be a clean sweep,

from ti vernor-General downwards, Everybody who can be fired
will@ired. The new party will put in its own man who will invite
only the supporters of the new. party, and all honours and favours
will only go to them.,

- And once you have this situation, you have a situation where
party becomes more important than country: where loyalty to party,
where service to party, are more important than 16yalty and service
to country. And the trouble about this sort of thing is that once it
begins there is no telling where it might end: it could spread to

the civil service, the police force, even the defence force. There

will then be no single person or institution to regard as a uniting
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the right of Cuba or indeed of any other soverelgn state to decidéng

its own affairs in its own way. We may not agree with the system

" of government or in the way they run their affalirs: but this 1s their

business, not ours = as long as they show the same respect for our
business and our ways., 1 think some of you may still remember that
I have spoken up loud and clear for Cuba's right to e her own
way and go her own way.

But, you know, these self-same rights t x re prepared to
concede to Cuba, we must concede to the U States as well, Just:
like Cuba, the United States has the ::E:~;hoose its own way
of government and has;the right to e for its own defence,

And I am completely satisfied 1n\ mind that the Unlited States
saw a genuine threat to its ongwgthrity in the Soviet arms build-wp

in Cuba, As far as the Urlt ates is concerned Cuba was being

.turned into a Soviet m y base just off the coast of the United

States@ She felt,s @ d to do something about it and she did. The.
alternative wa nothing and end up with Russian holding a pisbl

to her head, hes@ are the cold hard facts of power politics. Russia

wants ap ul foothold in this part of the world to spread her own

Inflyendy, 1deas and power, Here, as elsewhere in the world the United
States ¥s the great obstacle to this spread of Russian power: this

is the basis of the @o0ld War., Cuba itself 1s incildental to this biger
design, And certainly when you look at it inthe terms of cold power
politics, America has at least as much right to prevent Cuba becomim
a Soviet base, as Russia had a few years ago when she created a
crisis to make sure that Finland did not become an American base

her border But for me ther _1s an even more important and an

ven more tragic aspeet to this‘hﬁ*"j ﬂrisis over Cuba of wq;Qh I'ﬂ.\

talk *“or~ wov, Jodnight.
¥
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Good evening: Seventeen years ago today the United Nations
came into being as an expression of the will of fifty-one nations

to abolish war, tyranny, oppression and hunger fro %orld. As

with so many great movements and organisations, G e was born
out of war - out of the Second World War wh as®the most destrucive
and the most impersonal war so far conduc mankind throughout

its tarbulent history. In all earlie en had faced each other

in battlefiehds all over the world oked at each other across
some 'no-man's-land' before desgtro each other., In the Second
World War, for the first time,gz\véﬁ could sit in one country and
push a button and send a @adifine to another country, carrying death
and destruction. For Gtk st time in his history, man made war a ;
total thing in th d World War: ®ml new born babgies, old gramies
caté, dogs, bi y flieg, flees,zmi# bedbugs and even the food

we had to e %N‘kgﬂ. were involved, There was no 'no-man's land' and.
no batt)@. War was total and everywhere. And the two ato’mig '
bombsg, th were dropped on Japan gave warning that destruction could
be total too. But, compared with the weapons man has developed
today, all the weapons of the Second World War were pbimitive.

Today's weapons are much more 'sophisticated' - and that is the

word the scientists themselves use - 'sophisticated', The two atom
bombs that were dropped on Japan were not 'sophisticated', they only
killed upwards of one hundred thousand people in a single flash: the
new ‘bombs' we are told, will do much better, One of the new ones,

we are told, is 'sophisticated' enough to wipe out the more than

four huhdred thousand people of the Corporate Area in one total and



This is a tragic situation that makes puppets of peoples and countries
and nations., And I think that my own strongest long-term criticism
of the leaders of the Cuban revolution is that they have tugngd
themselves, their country and their people into just anotherjpuppeﬁﬁ
in this ideological conflict. I think by doling thi y have
destroyed the great symbolism of the OGuban revo the symbolim
and the reality of redistributing the wealth & n American
nations, of offering land to the peasant, sc¥ols for his children,
freedom and
and a new/patriotism and a new hope t % still think all this

so many of us support it against

was implicit in the early Castro m t and it was this that made
%the Batista dictatorship and

that section of Americans whp‘&gs,a stranglehold on the country's

econony. In those days Cuﬂig?gpked like being as meaningful a stbd.

for this part of the w‘£E=5 s India = which is now being attacked

by Communist China ndia was for Asia, as Egypt was‘ for the

KX Arab world as places like Ghana and Guinea were fof‘Africa.

These were QQ&:P veloped countries that were unwilling to be anybgily
e

setellit needed such a symbol desperately in this part of the

wor%:;:ji Cuba could have been that symbol., And people all over the
hemis e would have supported her. Instead she has elected to go
the

in for/discredited European=-style leftist tyranhy and the bankrupt
politics of the Cold Wax.. That Cuba,for which so many 6f us had

such high hopes, should by becoming a satellite bring world war so
close to us, iihiﬁe final condemnation of the whole business of being
satellite§;~§k886 X especially satellites of a cynical leftism
that holdshugan 1life and human dignity cheap, Goodnight,
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Good evening: I know a large number of listeners have been
waiting impatliently for me to comment on the crisis er Cuba, In
fact, some were so impatient that they started ph i@ on Wednesday
morning to find out why I had said nothing abm\ efrisis the
night before and wanting to know when I wou@ anything about
it..And to all of them I said: I would co on the crisis Just as
gsoon as the government of Jamaica gi country a clear lead

by declaring where it stands, u\b‘ e government has given us
%

that clear lead and I feek thy n make some useful comments,
But before I comment on t isPs itself, let me explain to you

cr
why I felt it was import??ﬁ to wait until the government had taken

a stand., It seems that if we are going to build up a genuine
and undivided nat Qpirit in times of real crisis then we must
learn this less f waiting for a clear lead.

In t of real crisis the people of Britain = no matter
wheth y pelong to the Labour Party, the Liberal Party or the
Coné\:§g>ive Party = in a time of real crisis they all turn their
hearts and minds to number ten Downing Street and the Prime Minister,
for he is the mXmmkm® chief spokesman of the elected government of
the people: and in times of crisis he does not speak for party or
faction but for the whole nation. And the same thing applies in the
United States, as we saw again this week, Republican leaders who
hate the Kennedy Administration with all they have, nailied around
the President because this was a crisis and he had to decidéfand
act for the whole nation. I think it 1s wvery important that all

the people and all the leaders and all the parties of Jamaica learn
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how eruwial a spirit of national unity is in times of crisis. Without
such a spirit the country can be gripped by a terrible confusion,
and the enemies within the gates will be very quick to exploit such

crisis

Now for the/mixis itself, Let me list the g

confusion. To hold on to what we have we must keep a heads,
@ that I

heard asked most frequently. The first and the'qE\% portant one ws:
Does this mean world war? And if there is w ar,

1

what happens
Jamaica? I do not of course know the ans gfd I do not think that

eilther Mr, Kennedy or Mr, Khruschev \Qsp

of them are equally anxious abou®

of war 1s if one or the other @akeNa serious miscalculation and

answer, I think both

think the most likely chame

or more

forces the hand of his oppggilite mber., For instance, if the Russians
instruct one/of their sh s: to defy the American quardntine operatior

and go to Cuba with and refuse to be searched by the Americans =
1f the Russians <:::>because they think the Americans are bluffing,
the Americans then either have to give ground or else sink tle
Russian shi &If the Americans give ground then Mr, Kennedy might

as we kup the telephone and call ¥m the Kremlin and say:. 'lodk
Mr, bou've called our bluff, we glve in; you can come and take
over, We will be your ever=loving satellites'. If, on the other
hand, the Americane sank the Russian shiﬁs then the initiative would
be with the Russians; they could either withdraw or make war. So

the chances of war are as easy as that, And if there is war, then

we 1in Jamaica, and then even Cuba, will become uﬁterly unimportant
in the scheme of things.v And so on to the second duestion that has
warried most people: Should America have done this? #AmiAnd should dge
have done 1t without reference to the United Nations? I'll look at

this question tomorrow, So till then, geodnight,
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Good evening: Should the United States have thrown this
partial blockade around Cuba, knowing that it might Tause war? Well,
let us look at ita little more closely. Why did th rjcans do it?
fhEy¥ In his speech to the American nation on M‘oq\}b peht, the America
President said the American nation had unmi evidence that
sitesfor the firing of nuclear missiles hé?Eﬁg; established in

Cuba: in other words, guba, 90 miles

he United States, had

in effect kmmmxe establlished Sovl ary bases which could hurl

nuclear rockete at any point 1{;;;} hemisphere, including the heat
of the United States, I hgye be listening to reports from all
7

the key centres of the w since Mr., Kennedy made his speech and
the
I have the strong i ion that almost everybody accepts/kkax fact
arms :
that there has be 2:::) kind of/build-up in Cuba, Even the United

Nations Secr#ta eral, U, Thank, tacitly admits this in his

call for a \ansion of the blockade as well as of the arms shipmants
Soviet bloec

And of ugsS®you have the XrmrRXENEEK countries and Cuba saying tlhit

the @f arms Cuba stocks and imports is her business and there .'e’-

no reason why she should be accountable to anybody.

So I think we can say that all the evidence points to the fact
that there was a very definite military bulld-up.ar@xkkexAmzrizarns
kdxgrountsxfar

But surely, Cuba as a sovereign independent country has a right
to do as she pleases: she has the right to choose the form of govean-

meq&ignder which she chooses to live; she has the right té choose

her own friends and she has the right to make arrangements for her

own defence., I do not think any reasonable persvn will question
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is, we do not know if the Cabinet has seen a draft of it or whethef
it has been discussed at all. Perhaps we will have a clearer idea
about this after lMr., Sangster has spoken tomorrow,
I think the second queétion is the minds of most people is:
What sort of Budget is this likely to be? If by this yone'wonders
exactly what Mr., Sangster's proposals will be, th uy guess is
;ze;%

as good as mine. If, on the other hand, YOu are sted in

possible trends, then I would suggest that ;@\a back to the

J.L.P's election promises.

They have promised to reduce malQ‘ g8: and they have done o ,

Mr., Lightbourne promised price cqg\‘ on all those goods in common
ng ¥h

daily use as one way of fulfilgi eir election promise to bridge

the gap between the have a the have-nots., So far the drop in the
g

price of kerosene has pa reat deal of difference to the poor

country people, an all still confused as to exactly what
price controls on has achieved. Significantly, figures from
the Department atistics suggests that for the first time in may

months t ~of-1living has not risen, I would say that if you

pattern through you might decide that Mr, Sangster'é

follow
Budégg:;>morrow will be geared to continue the process of making
for :
things easier/xm the poorer sections of the Jamaican community. If
a period of ausherity and
achieving this means/tight money, then I hope the government will
must

have the courage to follow it through. To go forward, Jamaica Xax
produce more, earn more and save more, Tomorrow we will know how

far Mr, Sangster's Budget faces up to these challenges,

Goodnight
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Good evening: ©So far we have discussed the crisis over Cuba

in terms of the happenings of the last few days: now hink it 1s

time for us to go a little deeper into it. And % 1ink, will

bring us to the heart of the matter. So, let us with a simple

and shocking statement.

»~

If Cuba had not become a 'satelli ’ he So#iet Union we
would not have this crisis in the C today., It is because
Cuba is located in the Caribbean ust off the shores of the
United Stétes, in the Americ 'sphere of influence' and i1s a Russian
satellite, that we%ci.ave th?avziss. Or, let us put it another way,
if Finland had become & lite of the United States and the

American had startQ ing up nuclear rocket bases ninety miles
away from the So rder, there would have been a similar crisis.
Of course, it 1 kely that the Russians would not have allowed
things t i\%hat. far. They would have acted ﬁuch more swdftly and
much uthlessly, as they showed when thfycrushed the anti-Soviet
Hunéﬁizzh.rising. The point is: in order for this type of crisis

to develop a country has to be in one sphere of influence and become
a satellite of the other great power, Obviously too, if Cuba were

a satellite of the United States there would have been no reason

for a crisis to develop. I hope you see what I am driving at., If

you look back at all the crises that we have had since the Second
World War - from Korea to the Congo to West Berlin to Cuba = they

all come back to this simple basic proposition: the bitter 1deologiml

conflict between America and Russla, with Russia pressing to extend

her power and influence and America pressing to contain it.



symbol for the whole country. And I bellieve sincerely that Jamaica
desperately needs such a unifying symbol at this moment in its
history. We need a man who is accepted and honoured by everyone,

by P.N.P. and J.L.P; by N.W.U., and B.I.T.U.; by farmers in the rurdal

areas and business people in the urban areas as the 1 of natiaal

unity. g{
I have no doubt in my own mind that Mr. \ can be and will

be that unifying symbol for all of us = if W and particularly the

political parties allow him.
-I think the two parties must n ;2 k out a gentlmen's agreemat

¥o make sure that when the new Go @-General takes office it will
be as the Governor-General of ole nation, represnting the néw

spirit of independent Jamafﬁi’qu symbolising its national Xmimrxxk

character and interest will be relatively easy for the J.L.E

They, after all, ch new Governor-General, But it is importamt
e

that they shoul gard him, or give anybody the impression tha
they regard Q&;ﬁ their' Governor-General, The moment he assumes

office, h maica's Governor-General, above party. The P.N.P.
is obv going to find learning this lesson much harder, as Mr,
Manle emarks about 'poor Campbell' showed, But if the P.N.P.

that unhappy
does not learn the lesson then we might well be in for/xk® chain of
that takeqplace
events/when party is more important than country., If the P.N.P., were
in power I would be saying the same thing of the J.L.P., because it
seems to me that both parties need to think very carefully on this
most important of all Jamaica's national and symbolic posts.

Goodnight,
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Good evening: The big news is Mr, Khrushchev's order to take
down the Rucssian rocket bases in Cuba; and, from a long term point

of view, his invitation to the United Nations to <) the
dismantling of the rocket baees, As far as we \c cerned this

means that there will be no war over the si in Cuba, And theat

is just about as good as the news can be.v because we can
breathe a deal rhore freely today than% 1d a week ago, the
Budget which Mr., Donald Sangster ssent to the House of
Representatives tomorrow will a;:\§ ot more meaning for you and
me than it would or could Rave h if there had been war, In any

case, ¥ propose to‘ﬁiscu he big news on Cuba tomorrow: this

evening I want to g QU a little bit of background against which

to set whatever gster might announce tomorrow,

First, it most unlikely that Mr, Seaga will have the
P e de‘ESQEment plan ready for this year, so xhgizxxr proposals

will will

Mr, S ' r gkt put forward wexis#, I think, be in the nature of
intelNim oposals to carry us forward until next year, possibly unti
Budget time next year. In any case, the development plan when it
is ready, will be a long=-term thing spread over five or tén years
or more, whereas the government has to present a2 Budget to the natim
every year., The big thing is that if ‘the J.L.P's developpent Plan
were ready Mr, Sangeter could have, and probably would have dréfted
his Budget with the long-term aims of the development plan in mind.
Of course, it is possible that Mr. Sangster's proposals will in fact

be part of the long term aime of the development plan:‘g% don't kno,

because we do not know at what stage of writing the development plan
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blinding flash. And it is this knowledge that should make you and
me and every ordinary person everywhere in the worldxcelebrate i
United Nations Day/gigha special thankfulness, e
You see, one of the reasons why we are still here today inspite

of the totality of World War Two is because only one side had atomic
weapons, and so that side could force the peace, he two sids
with whom war is most possible, both have high isticated'
weapons which can, within hours, destroy th as we know it.

| Our one hope for peace these past se n years has been the
United Nations. At least three time rea, In Berlin and in
the Congo 1t looked as though th@% of the world/zgglgnd the
new kind of 'sokhisticated! war/u hed on mankind., But each
time war was averted, largely d o the effofts of the so-calléd
neutralist members of th ted Nations. In a very profound sghse_

I think we can say t smaller and weaker countries of the world

have helped to kg peace of the world because they had the

United Nations

For this, &r

Nationsg ing the world's greatest talking shop it has helped ®

orum from which to address the great powers.

o other reason, I think we should salute the United

keepythdworld's peace, But it has done more. It has and it still ic
preaching an international mofality to the nations; and however slowly
however poorly, the nations are beginniﬁg to get the message that
political freedom, that economic security, thet human dignity - that
all these are indivisble. The great cry of mankind, the ancient cry,
is still for peace and for bread. And the hope of achieving peace ai
break lie with the United Nations: if it fails, we fail, Goodnight.,
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Good.evening: The news of the easing of the fmxx crisis over
Cuba has been welcomed with relief all over the world, It is possible
that there are people and governments who regret th!%rn of events:

the Chinese communists,for instance, who soundedfepy ch as though

war betwéen the forces of communism and non-®fmmunism, But then the

Chinese communists are in the most awf S;?;Bmic mess and anything =
even a war of massive destruction 5 Qﬁelcome to them as a way

out. In contrast to the leaders @nese communism Mr, Khrushcher
and the Russian 1eaders are ponit doves of peace, gnd}zhi: impulse

they hoped the Cuban crisis will see the begQ& an all-out

to war,ix expressed in tﬂsg?ggsent mad-dog attack on India, that
makes communist China% disturbing force in the world teday.
But I will deal wi@a another time,

For the pres s the Cuban crisis seems to be over, The Russians

have agreedto antle their missile bases, pack them up and take
them b@e And, equally important, they have agreed to have
United\ ons representatives on the spot to see that they do what
thegthey are going to do, Z-:ﬁ%;gw the United Natlons Secretary
General, U Thant, arrived in Cuba to work out these details, But
although the Russians made the major concession by stepping down
from their very tough and warlike position when they realised that
the United States was serious, the Americans have also made a very
important concesslion. President Kennedy has made a clear and open
declaration that the United States will not invade Cuba., As far as

the Ciban people and their leaders are concerned, this is most

important. So, the picture now is: The Russians will dismantle



their missle bases and take them, and presumably the Russian militay
personnel, back home; the United Nations will come in to supervise
this operation; and as soon as it is completed the partial American
blockade will be lifted, Finally, it seems that from here on the
Unifed Nations will have/Zreater say in the settling of the difference

between the United States and Cuba. %
c% & probably

One of the differences which, I think, hasel ettled for
good is the establishing of the fact that wi% ou or I or Cuba '
likesit or not, the United States 1is not % d to. have any Russian
0

zaxxMRXEE military base set up in thi f the world, I think

the Russians have got this point arly, and I think the Cubas
have got it t00- In a sense t&i:" robab1y>the moet important
point Qf'all that has been estabWshed, The Monroe Doctrine which

has beeﬂ§cpffed at as ous?a;%d and old-fashioned is suddenly a dot
5 = !

more up to date th critics thought - simply because Mr, Kennedy
dug in his heels az::jiled Mr,., Khrushchev's bluff,

Another i t point of difference has to do with the American
Naval base %Ngyantanamo Bay. One of Dr, Castro's first reactions
to the ent worked out between the United States and the
Sovigt on was to demand that the Americans abandon the Guantanam .
base, Now, whatever Dr, Castro's reason for making this deﬁand at
this time - and there are many who feel it is bitter disappéintment
at the way things have gone - I hope that when the question of the
base does come up, it might be a point od departure for the
re-establishment of good relations between Cuba and the United States,

give you my ldeas

Tomorrow I willxgizeuss some of the conditions for the re-establishmen

of good relations between the ‘two countries, ae Till theny goodnigh,

== e e - —— e
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No 565( Towards Better U.S.=-Cuban Relations

- NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Oct 31 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: One of the sad things about the human condition
is that it is easier to destroy than it is to build., It is always
much easier to sow the seeds of doubt and fear an e Jand envy
than it is to sow the seeds of trust and confi\ d love and

appreciation, And because this is so many '«’ oliticians,

teachers, parents, leaders of thought, sts and the like

choose the easier way by playing of p€ ge and on fear, And one

of the meanest and most destructi epts based on prejudice and

the

fear is the concept of the 'eqe::tr' or very lérge numbers of
Americans/Cuba of today angd the Wban leaders in particular, are

the 'enemy': and always\t¥e enemy is everything that is horrible

and naéty and evil, he same token, for the leaders of today's

Cuba and for ver numbers of Cubans, the United States and
its leaders ar enemy', and again the enemy is everything that .

is horribl N nasty and evil, Thus each side has buillt up afd wall

te against the other., It seems to me that one of the

fear and hate to be broken down, if better relations are to be
established between the United States and Cuba. The concept of the
'enemy' byxkmkkxzidEx should be give up by both sides and in its
place they should try to cultivate the concept of the neighbour -
and if possible, that noble F.D.R. concept of the 'Good Neighbour'.
But to arrive at this point both sides will have to face up
to a number of hard facts, So let us 1list theée, beginning with
what the Cubans will have to face up to. Cuba willl have to face

up to the fact that she is in the American sphere; that all twenty

R
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Latin American countries who are members of the 0.A.S. sided with
the U.S. and against her, and that if she wants the respect of these
countries she will have to accord them respect; she will have to féB
the fact, amply proved last week, that in any real showdown, she

might find hers2gf alone; and she must face up to the;EEit you cant

kick a man in the teeth and then demand that he b sugar at
special preferential rates, It seems to me Cubans have'
deliberasely remembered only the evgils of t t relationship with
the Yankees, If the concept of the ‘e ;:E!!’to be replaced then
they must admit that there was good - at indeed, the Yankees
fought a war to?:iﬁieve the inde of Cuba.

For its part the United S~ te ust face up to the fact that

much of what happened in C emmed from earlier American policy
there and in Latin Ame hat it is only yesterday that American
policy seemed all f reactionaries and the rightwing dictators
and the strong me that the Cubans and all other people do
genuinely h ight to run their own affairs in their own way,
whether U m 1fkes it or not.# I think the U.S. should face up
to the that it did, by all kinds of pressures, try to bring
down astro regime, I think that if both sides were to face up
in the past

to where they have been wrong/, it could be the foundation of a new

beginning, the start of a happler era of U.S.-Cuban relations, If
decS i
Guba'sj;;gég;s—dof-not make this attempt then I see no future for the

Cuban revolution. And 1 the United States does not accomodate Cuba
then - ame the ruthless and power=hunay

communismA?#'opposes. Goodnight.,



No 570 " "After the Budget: the new taxes

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Nov 1 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The high points in Mr. Sangster's new Budget
are very clear - indeed, if you have had a beer today, or if you
bought a gallon of gas today or yesterday, you kng %bout it.
Since midnight on Tuesday we have paid a penny qe” our bottle

of beer and a penny more on our gallon of gre" is estimated

that the penny more we pay on beer will b ﬂv- Phe government some=

thing like £220,000 in a full year; penny more we pay on our
gas will bring it about #£100,000 o So these two items alone
will bring the government . £320,00 year., And, for the taxpayers,
this is a relatively painl saﬁgﬁfgf doing it. Other tax increases
are: a penny more stamp t¥ on cheques, 216 more on the proerty
conveyance stamp dw %her duty on imported furniture, and a

5% increase on m z::;> imports., All in all, these tax increases
are estimated g in something like 3580,000 a yeaf.'

Agains \19,, the Minister of Fihance has announced certain
tax cu Brket fees are cut by 25% as from today. Truck licences
willy T next year, cost half of what they now cost - but this is
only for trucks which,are used fo carry people and gobds to and fraom
market, Building societies will be relieved of tax on up to 7%
of their reserves until the money is brought into use when it will
be taxed., They will also be relleved of.stamp duty on transactions
of a value below &£1,500, At the moment stamp duty is charged on
transactions of £500 and over. The tax on boats valued at less
than £250 will be removed., The 2/6 witholding tax on money brought
into the island fér buildings and utilities is to be removed, and

so is Bstate Duty on new capital., Finally, up to a total of £1,500
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earned
the/incomes of husbands and wives are to be seperated for the 1963

assessment, All these cuts and tax reldefs together amount to
roughly &£188,000 in a full year.

S0, the final picture 1s that the government will collect

sdditional taxes to the tune of £580,000 and will 1%188,066
1

in the form of tax concessions., And if you taxe es from

year

the gains, then the Government still comes ou 00/the richer

on this transaction. So much for the ar ic of the business.

Bhe interesting thing from the n% etical point of view

All the concessions, as I suggest d happen on Monday, all the

is what this budget exercise tells ::g out the government's thinkig.
concessions are designed to maMngs easier for the poorer sections
But this was to be expecte he J.L.P. were to keep its election
promises, It is not h% a 'soak the rich' budget as one or two
rather aggressive ¢ l st friends of mine suggested to me, In te
light of the negds he country, the need for more houses, more

schools, mo jo more hope, = in the light of these needs, the

r8ughly half a million pounds a year more in taxes seems
to me t::b very small beer indeed, The whole exercise seems to be
one o ing sure that the books look good: that our balance of
payments picture should look better than in the past; that our cost

of living picture should look better, Please do not think that I am
scoffing at this. Balancing our books 1is very important. But it 1s
not the most important thing Jamaica needs today. Our most importaﬂ:
need seems to me to get the economy going. And on this the budget

tell us very little., However, we have other clues as to J.L.P. thiring

and I will discuss some of these tomorrow: so till then, goodnight.



No 571 After the Budget: The Problem of Development

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Friday Nov 2 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last night I told you that the Budget tells is
very little on how to get the economy going. To see ‘EEEzwhat b &
mean, let us examine the four-million-seven-hundr and-odd
pounds earmarked for capital expenditure. Mor \ quarter of
this sum of money - one-million-three-hundre nd*eighty=odd thousand

pounds are our membership subscriptionsto “ quld Bank and the

International Monetary Fund., Anothern -millien-three-hundred=-
@.’nal grants for roads, water

thousand-odd pounds is earmarked Qg\}
n

supplies, loans to the K,S.A.C. arish Councils, the Water

Commission and so forth., ¥ ou add these two totals together
you are pretty close t million pounds of the money earmarked
for caplital expendit And all these undertakings do not add up

to undertakings th 2€t the economy going: they will keep it tickimg
over, they will work to a few thousand men but they will not,
of thems@ bring more jobs or more wealth into being,

b owever, when you look at the capital expenditure estimdes
for ;h::jlnistry of Agriculture and for the Ministry &8 Trade and
Industry that you begin to see some sort of wvlue as to where the
government 1is going. In agriculture, over half a million pounds
is earmarked for the Agricultural Development FProgramme; Jjust under
a quarter million for the Development of land settlements, and
a little less than fifty-thousand pounds for fisheries. In all,
the Ministry of Agriculture will spend a total of one-million-four
hundred-and-twenty-five-thousand-odd poﬁnds. And if you have kept any
sort of check on the way this government has been going about its:

buesliness, you will realise that agriculture is one of their top
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ﬁriorities. Indeed, when Mr. Gyles, the Minister of Agriculture spde
&b the Farquharson Institute of Public Affaire on Wednesday, he
made it very clear that the J.L.P. Government will go all-out to mde
a success of ggriculture. My own information is that the long=term
target is nothing lesé than that Jamaica sheuld feed self from

its own land, And as Mr. Gyles said on Wednesday b<§E:zill.be

certainly the move will be towards economic And economic

spe€ial incentives towards this end. So, my g\ that slowly bub

farming means mechanisation and fewer the land. When Mr,
efficient
Gyles talks about his/medium-~sized 0 etween 25 and 50 acres,

he must know that it also means f\ eople on the land. The big
question which I think has nof\‘:ayfﬁced is that efficient agriculure
will almost cer-tainiy mean V\crease in the ranks of the unemployed.
It is at this hat the Ministry of Trade and Industry
comes in. That Mini<:;;>h g a little over a million and a half powrdEls
to spend for tﬁ 8 1 year - most of it on promoting industrial
development qgis urism and on its factory building programmex. And

so the gr €eign seems to me to be an efficient agriculture backed

up by dustries ‘in the. depressed rural areas, to absorb as mudc
of tggi:SLdless unemployed as possible, If this design works then
Kingston will gradually cease to be the economié centre of Jamaica:
there will be a dramatic drop in luxury imports, a period of austerity
with features of the welfare state and, later, a more even distribuion
of the national wealth. And please do not forget that the subscriptbns
to the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund entitles Jamaka
to borrow on a really massive scale,if éhe wishes to., But obvisouly,
she should only borrow in order to generate more wealth. And for ths

3

she needs a well thought-oup economic plan, Goodnight.
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No 572 # Two lnstances ol roor Service

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Nov 3 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Two cases of very poor service make me feel that
it is time to return to a discussion of service., Mo if not all
of us, earn our livings in giving service of some o%\ exchange
for the money we need to pay our way in the worN. gsome cases,
28 with shops and =smxRmrik banks and restau the service is
sold to the general public., In such casegs, he person who buys
the service, either by buying a mea hes or by opening an
éccount - 1f that person is not ’!gﬁed.with the type of service
he gets, he can always show hi :fghpproval by taking his business
elsewhere, If you do not the way a shop assistant behaves
you can always refuse ?

at that place; or you can call the

management and comp nd because they are dependent on you for

their business, tRY 1 make sure that the shop assistant behaves
next time., If t Wonagement does nothing about the unsatisfactory
service &shop assistants, it will soon RXxEER¥EP experience

a drop ts business turn-over - and this 1s something that
reai}§:2>rts any business., ' I know one downtown eating and drinking
place that became so popular that it could hardly cope with all

the business, especially at lunchtiﬁe. The result was that service

became poor: the time-gap between your order and your getting it

'grew longer., And then the inevitable happened. Customers got:fed

up and drifted away. Another place bpened and, being a new broom,
offered and gave better service, And so today you will find most
of the people who once went to the original place going to this new

place and to other places. In this way they have shown their
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disapproval of the poor service of'that downtown eating and drinking
place, And I think it is going to take éi:jg time and a great deal
of effort for that place to win back a quarter of the eustomers it
lost., The management of that place is going to painfully learn

the lesson that it does not pay to sell your custom‘fE:Short. Thix

And this is fine because the customer can hit ba@
is not satisfied., \ ,
But what happens where the customer t hit back? When he
Ji

gets poor and shoddy service at the p fice or from the rural

water supply people, what does he%1 ¥oung Jamaican who recently

he or she

returned from England spent over r the other day at the

parcels post office on OrangeWt trying to get a parcel of

his own used clothes whigh ad sent home in advance of coming bdek
did not want t
a

because he ERHIRXREEX y extra alilr charges. When he arrived

he told the custom e that these clothes were coming by surface
mail. But in sgit that, when the clothes arrived, he had to

£11l out ¥ &a over again, hang around for an hour and then
leave wi his parcel because the people were too busy and could

not@ s parcel and then the lunch hour came, The K.S.A.C.

rural ter supply thing is a little more personal, From twelve
eleven

noon on Wednesday until/%®m o'clock on Thursday morning my home was

main

without water because the people working ofi the/road burst the pipe
the '

and the gentleman from/rural water supply department, who saw what

S landrover : .
happened and who had a/jmer at his disposal, did not think it was

important enough to make any kind of effort. The trouble is that
the young Jamaican cannot withold his businessvfrom the parcels

post office and I cannot withold my business from the K.S.A.C.'s
rural water supply department. If we could we would not gét such

shoddy service, Goodnight.

-



No 573 Youth Clubs Week & the
. Challenge of Youth

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday Nov 5 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Since this is youth clubs' week, and therefore
a week that should be dedicated to the interests of youth - let us
talk about youth: but let us do so frankly and hon nd critically

instead of going inifor the usual pointless pl . S0, what is
the essential problem of youth in Jamaica? @t
challenge of youth to Jamaica?
To the extent that you can gene% bout any group of people,
t

I think most of us will agree tha he basic char#eristics
of youth - and this applies to yo -nywhere in the world - is its

deepseated ldealism and yearnind®for nobility of thought and action.

is the essential

You know this as well as « Both you and I have passed through
this phase of 1life people, Rhis was the time of life when
we wanted to do g big and great and good and beautiful.
Often, we did w Just what it was that we wanted to do: but

we knew we ’~Efd to do something good. Some of us wanted to be
great 8; others wanted to be great fliers or great musicians
or caByartists or great writers - or great anything - just providsd
it was great, At that age girls see 'The Lady with the Lamp' who
looked after the sold%grs in the Crimean War as the most noble
example of gervice, and many of them wanted to be nurses: others
developed a passionate love for animals and for them the most noble
thing in life was to be the protector of defenceless little qreatuns.
And so it went. Boys and girls dreaming great and beautiful dreams
of service and love, You know all this as well as I do., All you have
to do is sit back and remember your own high-minded dreams when you

were young.,

.......
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We all wanted to make the world a better place than we found it .
But do you remember how the so—éalled prgctical realities of life
destroyed the dream in us? And what were these practical realities.?
That our elders and betters judged each other by their material
possessions, They showed us that success was measured by how much

money you made, and how/hig a car you ran and how pPoperty you.

owned, These were the values of the society and\\! oder to live In

and with the society, we had to accept thes We saw for

ourselves that the wealth of the successf hant commanded more

respect than the selfless service of ial worker or the teacher,
false

Often we wanted to revolt agéinst ults of this =x=Xfixk set of

-

values = and this the grown-up the rebelliousness or the

radicalism of youth, This gas case in your youth and mine, and
still you and

this is/the case for you day. And you know, I think/I would

our
have been &= very mu ter humare being today, and I think/kke world
would have been a etter place today, if our elders and betters -
holding on to their values and
had set us a be xemple in/serving the community. Perhaps we

would not h \Aad to exchange the noble dreams of our youth for

the do 1 Material secufity of our middle years, Indeed, I think
that N\ had channelised the dreams of our youth into transformirg
the face of the country Jamalca today might have been a vastly
different placé. And this, I think, is the big challenge for the
future: Can we who are in charge today create a climate of thinking,
a set of valués, that would give today's youth a positive chance to
live out its noble dream of service? And remember, for the young tlmre

id no better teacher, no greater inspirer then exampk&. Goodnight.



No 574 Cuba and Russ ia

ggystgggg§¥gs gn on
Tuesday Nov 6 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The Cuban situation and the war on the borderk
between India and China make up the two most urgent problems facing
the world today. Because‘of its closeness td us, t an situation
has dominated our attention to such an extent tha very serious
happeningé in €kima India have been partly i But you know, if
world war does break out, it will indeed h‘E?o.el war, with every
corner of the earth and sky and sea a% efield and with no hiding
place anywhei'-e. So while it is na% r us to be more concerned
about what happens 90 miles away, misguided to think that what

happens in faraway India is an;NSQAE important or meaningful or

dangerous to us, In toda s d we are all, willy-nilly, 1ntimatéw'
involved with each o a no conflict is too far away to bring
disaster to us he maica, For this reason it is most important
that we be as te about the Indian conflict as we are about

the Cuban s{t®ation. But let us make a concession to promimity and
look at LQu irst.

| Q the latest develbpﬁents in Cuba point to two thingsgy
The first and most important has to do with a subtle change in Sovie
Cuban relations. You will remember that after the height of the
Grisis, when Mr, Khrushchev agreed to dismantle the Soviet rdckets,
he also agredd to United Nations inspection of this operation.
Developments since have made it clear that Mr, Khrushchev had?igis
inspection decision without first consulting the Cuban government,
Dr. Gastro)s refusal to have United Nations inspection, and his
public admittance that there were differences between his governmert

and the Soviet government, underscorehrthis change in relations.
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The way I see it, it looks very much as though Russla behaved as éhe
would have done with some Eastern European Batellite: when it comes
to crucial decisions, you elther make a show of consulting your
satellites or else you do not consult them at all, Things were
happening too fast, the situation was to tense for the Russians to
consult Dr, Castro: or else they considered it suc %or detail
that nobody bothered. I think the Russians assu unnaturally,
that most satellites have a way of falling 1@}&nd they expected
Cuba to do so. Dr, Castro's reaction musq;Eiv come as something
of a shock, hence the present visit o , ¥ikoyan, There is an
awful lot of rather pointless talk@ who scored what over the
Cuban crisis and I certainly do noRjnWnht to get involved in this, ‘
What does seem to me importantMmt Dr. Castro's defiant reactim
to the inspection busine e face of the Russian undertaking, |

and the Chinese commugp port of thils, is another blow at the

concept of Russia d sort infallible headquarters of all commurit

knowledge, wis understanding. And this, from a long-term,
historical t of view, 1s very important indeed,
Theg, S d thing that seems to emerge from the latest news on

Cubaels . Castro's disappointment with Russian behaviour, in spite
of his Protestations about Marxism-Leninism, It certalmly looks as
in this crisis
though Dr., Castro expected the Russians to do more for Cuba/than theg
have{ done, Just how much more and what, is anybody's guess, What I
think he did not expect was this unllateral action on the part of I
and angered
Khrushchev, I think it is because this upset/him so much that he.
rejected what amounted to United Nations intervention. And there are
many who feel U,N, intervention would be in Cuba's best interests,

Goodnight.
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No 575 The India-=China Conflict

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Wednesday Nov 7 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: To begin to make any sense out of the present
conflict between Indiay and China we must talk about size, And if
we talk about size in terms of land area only then %a with over
eight million square miles of territory is the )@ ountry in
the world and China with just under three an ’h‘i quarter million
square miles is the second largest country iWth€ world. Using this
yardstick of size only, India is only e venth largest country in

the world with Just over a million e miles. So, in sheer
physical size we are dealing wit @

two thousand or even ten thoughgs’ﬂquare miles of territory is very -

small indeed, That is poi mber one,
Point number twoé as to do with size, If you measure the
size of a country Qs land area plus its population then the

picture becomeg e ore dramatic. China has a population somewhae
in the regi (o] X hundred to six hundred and fofty million peopls

. making h e®largest single country on earth in terms of area and
popula India has between four hundred and four-hundred and
: g lion people, making her the second largest country on earth

by this maxrx area-and—populaﬁion yardstick, So, this 1is an
encounter of giants, with China having kk=® an advantage of some
two-hundred millions in population and more than two million square
miles in iand.

The third point we have to bear in mind ies that the fighting
is taking place on ‘'top of the world', in the‘high Himalayas, in
land where you cannot grow food or bﬁilding industries unless you

spend countless millions on controlling and changing the weather

by artificial means. So the land over which they are fighting has

ve countries where one thousant

=
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very little value in terms of suppl¥ing food or wealth or hémes. So
we come to our first big point: although the fighting is supposed
to be over the borders between India and China, these are just an
excuse, China does not need that land to create more land space for
its people., So wh& has she launched this attack on Igdia - because,
make no mistake about it, China is the aggressor? %

One suggestion to explain the Chinese agre&g\&l S thap she

is dlverting attemtion from her own intenna~4gp

D

ic failures., I

think there is a great deal to this., Chinae

d has for some time
now been in an economic mess, The Gr-e ' Forward f'elllflat on i
face and the mass of the Chinese ave been having a rough time.
But important as it 1is, I thi t&economlc aspect is only one part
of the reason, I think th z::a&t'and possibly most important part
of the reason has to do iSéE;; thinking of the Chinese communist
leadership on commu d how you bring it about in the world,

I think it i g:::>1mportant.to remember this crucial fact
ebout most of t esent Chinese leaders. For practically all iheir
lives, th Xe been at war, From .1911 grxar®, when Sun Yat-sen la
the mo t that oWerthrew the Manchu Dynasty, until 1949 w hen Meo
Tseéﬁ‘:g>proclaimed the People's Republic, China's present communist
leaders were at war, For the best part of thirty years and more they
were either in underground war or openly at war, And so war became
a habit, a way of solving problems, something that they understood
and handled better than anything else, If I am right in this then I
think the thinking of the present rulers of China is the gravest
threat to the peace of the world, and the attack on India is a sort
of first exercise in the use of war as a'political weapon., Only a

crushing defeat can show them the folly of this: but can India infliet
1t%e0se.....Goodnight,

—



No 576 1) Television & the J.B.C
2) The Civil Service

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Thursday Nov 8 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: So much that is interesting and important has
happenéd this week that I find it a little difficult to know where

to begin., Out of the meetings of this sessidn of

a ent kaxe has

ils of the

setting up of a marketing corperation for a<:eg ral products; ani

there are the new terms of reference for constitued Agricultgral

Development Corporation. Both of thes% atters of very great °

importance which are likely to ha y profound bearing on the

economic future of Jamaica. B ;\ﬁg you about this and about
AV

the government's thinking iﬁ ag ulture in my comments of last

come a number of important moves, There are tﬁigg

Thursday and Friday.

Two other very JmQdgtant local matters of this week was the
metting of the ci Q vants and the clearing of the air on the
relations betw civil servants and the politicians. I think

Mr. Arthur ‘gsgg did the country a very lmportant service when he

outlin vties, responsibilities and rights of the civil servat,

I sifgcer8ly hope that both the civil servants and the politicians
will take what Mr, Brown said to heart. Indeed, Mr, Arthur Brown in
his own person is a wonderful example of the objective ciwvll servart
whose Jjob 1t 1s to serve the elected government of the country = no
matter which party 1s in power., I hope too that both the politicians
and the civil servants will now drop this argument and get on with
the urgent business of the country, as Arthur Brown'sgéed.

And $till on the local scene, there was Mr, Seaga's‘announcemet
yesterday that the J.B.C. would get the franchise to bring televisim

to Jamaica, In common with a number of other people I had expected
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the J.B.C. to get the franchise - unless some very extraérdinary
new feature cropped up. And there was and is nothing remarkable
about this, if you know Mr. Seaga's thinking on the social, cultursl
and educational needs of Jamaica, To give television to a private
company would, almost inevitably, lead to its being operated primarily
as a commercial venture with the main motive belngyt rning of
a profit. It would be a private business under gpand the whole

point of any private business undertaking 1% king of profits.
Py giving it to the J.B.C. the government ade sure that this

fantastically powerful medium will h ts primary motive Rz tle

serving of the Jamaican community@
There is another point w \ ink should be mentioned hére.

ch
Jamaica Labour Par%
Before the/RReIEREKXREX mk ca to power some of its spokesmen

had very little time for\h¥¢ J.B.C. They saw it as a waste of public

- money and there was talk of 1t belng scrapped or sold. To now
entrust the runni <:jflelevision to this same J.B.C. is a clear

recognition of usefulness to the Jamalcan community. In this

sense, I th }§\yr. Seaga and indeed the whole government have expresed

what g’ o a high vote of confidence in the Jamaica Broadcastizm
Cor atYon. Incidentally, the report of the Broadcasting Authority
also expresses this same confidence and approval of the J.,B.C. thowygh
it does not like the 'monotonous mimilarity' in so-called populab
music between the two stations at certain times., I agree completely:
but let me note in pasesing that Camdda's C.,B.C. getsrsomething like
seventy percent of its revenue from the government whereas the J.B&.
gets only something like thirty percent of its revenue from the
Government, It has to earn the other seventy percent by catering to

the lowest common denominator., Television, fortunately, will not Dbe

in that position and that 1s very goéd indeed.....Go0dnight,



No 577 . 1)Nyerere & Tanganyika
2) B.G. Independence Conference Collapses
3) U.S. Mid-term Elections
4) Eleanor Roosevelt

NEWS COMEEIZRRY
For transmission on
Friday Nov 9 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On December 9th of this year the East African
Dominion of Tanganyika will become a republic and J Nyerere
will become its first president. This week Tangghygek eld its

first presidential election and out of ewvery \ red people who

cast their votes ninety-seven are reporte ave voted for Julius
Nyerere and three for his rival, is week, Nyerere has
given his own answer to the questi any of us asked when he

resigned as Prime Minister of Taﬂseg a last year., His resignation
was part of the master-plan to ify his Tanganylilka African Natimal
Union, confuse and rout hi mies and emerge as the strong first
president when his co comes a republic, As this week's
voting shows, he .ﬁ‘ 2ll this with the skill of a master
politician., Byt NN really tough days are still ahead and it will
be interestkgiaf see whether Julius Nyerere will avo;d‘the dangers

and pitf pbwer which have made Nkrumah a xiximax very lonely

and almost a prisoner
and didNuMN§ed man/in his castle in Accra.

Qsecond important item of newsg from the outside world was fe
eollapse of the British Gulana constitut;onal conference - wiich mens
that that countrf&move towards independence has once more been put
back by‘the country's leaders. Already these leaders have started
blaming epach other and everybody else for the collapse:- of the
conference, IMr. Forbes Burnham's Peoples National Congress and Mr,
Peter D'Aguiar's United Force both blame Dr, Cheddi Jagan. Jagan,
on the other hand, blames the British for the collapse, Eurﬁham

and D'Aguiar wanted Jagan @o agree to a general election before



1ndependence is proclaimed, and for that election, and possibly all
subsequent electlions, to be conducted on the basis of proportional
representation., Proportional representation means a system of

by which parties get parliamenatry seats on the basis of the popular

vote., For instance, under proportional reprcsentation; it would be

possible to say that for every five thousand votegeo every ten
thousand votes a party gets it should be given sglt, At present
Dr. Jagan has more seats in the Guianese pa than the two
opposition opposition
/p ag¥collected more

/ parties combined: but the two/parties com
s election had been held

popular votes than Jagan did; sof u bpartional representatiam

¥kttt would ! é veen
Jagan's present majority/hn cance Md transformed into a minomity
So Jagan does not want a new ect before independence, and he
certainly does not want im derWroporational representatioﬁ. And
so the parties c_ould. not % at any agreement in London., But Jagan
still wanted an ind %ce date chosen'and when Britain said . that
she would only a chere was agreement among the delegates

themselves, Ja urned around and blamed Britain for the failure of

the confer \ This is patently nonsense, The real reason for the
tMt British Gulana today is a house divided against itelf
acial and communal lines,

or the United States:

/? Riraxxyx the mid-Term U,.S. elections have proved a personal
triumph for President Kennedy hard on the heels of the Cuba business
They have also destroyed all lr, Nixon's political hopes, As of now
Mr, Kennedy's opponent at the next Presidential elections look like
being Mr. Rockefeller,...Finally, the death of Mrs, Edeanor Roosewlt
ended the life &f a great and gracious/éigya very good human being.

Goodnight,



No 578 The J.P.S.Co & Pollitics

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Nov 10 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Just before Jamaica's last general elections»
the Jamaica Public Service Company mounted what was ffect a
campaign to try and get the then Government to a raise in

electricity rates. This affair became so st x t it developed

into something of an issue and I, as well a s, expressed the
view that the company seemed to be p olitics. Certainly,
the timing of the Company's camp %a manner in which it was
conducted supported such a view.®ose of us who commented on
it at the time suggested that W not in the company's best
interests to get involved w seem to get involved in the countr;)é

politics., At the heig o) e scrap, and by the time that the matter

had become somethi % political football, Mr, Wills Isaacs who

was then Minister\¥ ade and Industry, passed regulations freezimg
rates, About ime, or just a little before, Sir Alexander
Bustaman \ a public declalr'ation that his party would not agree
to a n rates, should they be returned to power. He did say,
howe that i1f returned his governmentiwould seek ways and-means

of making it easief for the company to raise money. You will remember
that the Company sald it needed this additional capital for developmer
purposes.,

Now we have the news that the Company has decided to cut its
staff by eleven percent - which would be round about a hundred
people, The reason for this, the company says, is because its
profits have dropped by eighteen percent in the fifst six months
of this year and by twenty=-six peréent during the third quarter

of the year. The workers who will be dispensed with, according to



\

the Company's President, are those who have been engaged specifically
for construction in relation to the Company's development programme,
1%f’Company, it seems, has now decided that it is unable to finance
that development programme and so it has decided to abandon 1it.

You will remember that when this issue of high es first
came up way back before the elections, I told yo af 1t seeemed ®
me that the Company expected us, the consume T inagce its |
development programme for it: and I asked :ae, the consumers,
should be expected to pay, and pay qu h®¥h rates for the serﬁice
we buy, and should also be expecte p of all this to put
additiqnal wealth into the pocket@he Company's shareholders
by financing their capital prog e for them. I did not see any
reason for it then and I do see any reason for it now,

But this time the meny did not ask for a raise of rates -

o, A A% el s d t do so publicly.

Instead 1 2) . reated what you might describe as a 'situation'.
Sir Alexan Bus®amante's telegram to the Company suggests that he
thinks th pany has created this situation as a preiude to a
demapd r nigher rates, And he has made it clear that he will have
no par f it and will, if necessary, take counter measures, I hope
the Company will think very seriously before its next move, Rural
Jamaicé desperately needs and must have electricity if there is to be
real deve;opment. If this opebater cannot or will not give it withat
expecting Jamaica to pay through the nose, then Jamaica must find
other ways and means of doing what needs to be done. It would be a
mistake for anyone to assume that Jamaica is not capable, or is afraid

of such action.  Goodnight.,



No 579 Thalidomide Killing in Belgium

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Nov 12 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Saturday's news of the Belgian woman who was
freed of the charge of murdering her baby, raises, I think, one of
the most serious and difficult moral lssues man ha ce. And it
is this: Have you, or I, or any other human b right, as
individuals, to decide whether another huma@i~ should live or
die? Has a husband or a father or a mot ?& right to decide

whether a child should live or die? %
Now, it is all very well to minded and moral and make

sweeping statements about what, 1s t and what is wrong. But I
confess I would be hard put toM in moral terms 1f someone very
near and dear to me su % rom &a painnul and incurable disease

were to beg me to he out of their unending misery. I am not
sufe of how I wo t if such a loved one were suffering}igrén
advanced stage t us say, malignant cancer. Let me putAit
even more !ﬁgﬁy: if my wife were the vietim and I were watching
her suffe after day; and if I knew that the only times she is
;3: i? ony is when she is under the influence of drugs; and if tle
whole business is one hopléss and unending pilece of midery: if in thes
circumstances she were to ask me to help end her misery -AI am not
sure of what I would do, What I am sure of is that whatever I do
will be based on my love and my conc ern for my wife and not on
any high-minded principles., And I think I can say the same for my
wife if I were the victim,

But ofmeewswe this is a case where we would talk end think the
matter out: she will not decide fob me and I will not decide for her -

we will arrive at something together. And this 1is a very different



proposition from deciding whether a child should or should not live
because it has some physical deformity. I frankly do not think thsat
either my wife or I have any right, once a child is born to us, to

destroy the life of that child. And the fact the th hild suffers
from some physical, or even mental, deformity doe n%.g to change

this fact

There are two reasons why I feel like \d both are very
practical, The case of Helen Keller is t seic example of one
of my two reasons, Miss Keller was bo d, deaf and dumb = and @t

this woman lived to contribute m humanity and to human happinss
and underssanding than ninety i::sboint—nine percent of those of
us who are.supposed to be ;:}’IQf the parents of Helen Keller had
declided to kill her beca ky thought they knew what a misery her
life would be, the D would have been a much poorer place., And

‘this, you must a a very practical reason for denying parents

the right to ki heir deformed children. Not even love confers tlis
particuls of right to kill, And the second an equally practiml
reaso hat the entire fabric of civilised life and l¥ving will
sas8 indivise uab,
brealdo if you or I or anybody else were free to decidefthat this

or that humen kEimg child should not go on living because of some
physical handicap, If such a decision has to be made then it must e
a soclal decision made by a whole society: even then I would nét be
sure of its rightmess or wisdom, Wbatvl am sure of in my own mind

is that 1t was wrong for that Belgian mother to take the 1life of her

nnxxghxxrxmgxxxxnxkxxnxxaix2hgxiaxxxafx&aﬁxikxxtaiaknxxxhxixhaxsnx

tRRomxahatixnakxkiXit have the private right to decide life or deat .

That is why that Belgian court was so wrong in its sentence, ki

Gredin W



No 580 Letter From a Rasta
& the problem of working & Living

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on .
Tuesday Nové 13 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I think one of the big problems we face here
in Jamaica is dramatised in a letter I received from . Rastafarian
who lives at Back=0O-Wall and who simply signs him vl%mes' « B0
let me read the letter first and then relate it nts to this
big problem of which I speak, Thils 1is the

"I am a Rastafarian man with a wife ur children, I do a
little gardening work in people's ya ear people talking abouw
things of which I know myself, b cﬁ!ga I and others like me are not
fools as some of you take us b@\.’l‘he other night you talked about
a cut of the penny off the ice Bf kerosene: well, that penny cut
is only for the man buyin ‘g?;Zilon and upwards, not for the poor
people who buy a p d-a-halfpenny worth or even a quart bottle,
The small margin <:2:Lnny in the price cut is to small to benéfit

those who buy i 11 quantities, o it costs the poorer people

did before the cut. So this is nothing to talk about.

say it 1s a shame to see how the price of thread has
beenNgaiged from 1/94 to 2/- , especially as it is the poor who use
bhread more than the rich because they have to keep on mending old
clothes, And there are other articles for which we are also paying
more now. So, talking about apenny off kerosene oil is so much nonsamse
Find something else to falk about. We are not fools and as time goes
on we will see, I am asking you to tell the government to find

work Rmx and jobs for Cheistmas. I will be listening over.the radio
to hear if you are doing so for me and then I will know of Mass P

is working correct., Don't be afraid to talk your mind. We are meeting

hell at a time like now, I'can't even give one of me pickney a shoe.“



The letter is simply signed 3ames.

Now let us look at this letter. First you will notice that I
will be Jjudged as working correct if I do what my Rasta friend
James wants me to do = which is to tell the government to provide .
Christmas work, The inference is that 1f I do not gow€ then I am
not working correct. And so 1t would seem thatx%'does not trust

me to do or say what 1is right unless he use le form of moral
blackmail. Next you will notice the way i ®h he dismisses the

reduction in the price of kerosgne - left out a rather stromg

word he used in his letter. As T mes is concerned clipping

a penny off the price of kerosggne s to be sbme sort of political
AV,

fraud because people who b k sene in small qguantities do not
notice the price differe e:EThe point may be true. But the spirit
in which the point e 1s unhealthy., James is distrustful. The

assumption seems hat there is some trickery and some malice a

that some sort t one is being pulled in the penny cut on the

price of ke‘ESQPe and in talking about it. And this, I think, is ore
deepseated

of the WA prMblems facing Jamaica = thic deepadated distrust of aimst

anyﬁ\%2§>the government does: and this is not confined to tlje presat
government. I found the same sort of attitude towards the previous
government too. There is a sort of general attitude among large
numbers of people that no government of Jamaica is any good., I think.
we must drop this attitude. It is destructive and it is a brake on
progress, But I think there is something worse to it. By sneering

at your government you also repudiate all responsibility to your
soclety. And this, I think, is what far too many Jamaicans are doirmg

4 o~ :
Tomorrow I will tell you st —trine—re—sweadd=ds about it, So till,

then, Goodnight,



NO HOL e Gitlzenl ald tide Q0OCLely B e

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Nov 14 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good'evening: Who are @®e people who are repudiating their

at

my Rasta friend James who sneered/the reduction

responsibility to the Jamaica society? Last night I 14 you about
rice of

kereeene by a penny. I have met my people 1like N\a » In fact a

sizeable section of the Jamaican community e that - even thagh
they are not all Rastas, Théde thing is n party political thiﬁ;
rFor them it does not matter which par n power: they just go

on sneering at everything. And 1\ re poor and if life is hard =«
it is for James - then they us\\S;;’ as both excuse and justificattﬁn
for this destructive attit u know them as well as I do: they .

will work allrisht, buf o on their terms, They want to get bilg

pay and do little w come when they like and go off when they
like., And if you . criticise them they tell you about oppression
and exploitatio the like, But they represent only one side of

e other side jou have the affluent citizen, the

person a8 done well and who owns his house and his car, He may
civil service or in business. The one thing he has in
common with the poor man of_Back—O-Wall is that they both sneer

and are conbemptuous of the government of the day. Let Manley
launch an industrialisation programme and they will find some reasm
to low=rate it and find fault with what he and his people are doing:
let Busta try to create greater equity by cutting down living costs
and they will low=rate that and find fault witﬁ him and his people.,
The impulse is to cheapen and to tear down. It is everywhere atoumni
us, It is not confined to one section or to one class, It has shot

right through the socilety. And‘it has resulted in a sort of destrudt¥v



2
meanness whth which the society is in danger of choking itself. We
all sneer at anybody elseﬁeffort to do anything noble and decent,
Right now we are seeing an element of this in the two political
parties, If you belong to the party in power then the villains of
the plece are the people you have just replaced. If you belohg to

the opposition party then the people in power now Juyft nnot

possibly run the government - and so you sneer a% nd spread
\ é
ofessional people ard

it is the same thing; look at organisegMlaRour and you have the same
thing. Xach component part of the% ty sees itself and sees its

it around, whether it hurts Jamaica or not. ur business

people and it is the same thing; look at e

interests as being more importan the 1nté2}ests of the society,
And this, I suggest, is ﬁ!\g’pf the reason why there is this
great uncertainty in the_ 1 day. Nobody trusts anybody else,
nobody has any faith I 20ood intentions and in the motives of
anybody else. In s he problem is one of a state of mind., The
problem is for gla ans to rediscover themselves how that they are
independent,Nand %o rediscover for give birth to) a faith in each
other a@n&ica and its future, You cannot go on being a
guest land of your birth or even in the land you have adéptel .
The g expects to be served and looked after, The member of the
household rolls up his sleewegand sharegin creating what is needed,
The trouble is that too many Jamalcans, like my Rasta friend James,
want to be gueste in the land of their birth, It is time to decide
to work and press for what they want: and the beginning of this is
faith in themselves and in their institutions, That is a key repporfiili
fmx of the citizen in and to his society. Without that there can be

no healthy, stable society. Goodnight.



No 582 . ' 1) Booing and Jeering at Manley
2) Bir Clifford Campbell, G.C.M.G.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmlission.-on
Thursday Nov 15 at 6,.,l15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good ewening: Last night I talked about the basic need of all
Jamaicans to have faith in thelr own institution. Th morning I

read the news of some J.L.P., Bupporters jeering oging Mr.

Manley zmfkxr as he left Gordon House after las\ s sitting of

parliament. According to the report, the p ad to clear the
area before Mr, Manley could drive his ca « ‘I think that was
a dreadful, I do not think Mr, Manl ves this kind of treatmeni

from any group of Jamalcans - no@ what their party. And as
e

I say this I can almost see tlegs my listeners who are P.N.P,

supporters nodding with a oval¥Yand agreeing with me, What I am
t;e

afraid of is that many o m will agree with me for the wrong
reasons., These sa le will see nothing wrong and only cause
for amusement if ead the news of a group of P.N.P. supporters
jeering and bo at Sir Alexander Bustamnte, So, let me make my

own view gu{t§clear on this matter. I do not think that either
Sir A er' Bustamante or Mr, Norman Manley deserve this kind of
treaQue from any group of Jamaicans, Whether you agree or disagree
with them, both these men have contributed too greatly to the
progress of Jamalca for any other Jamaican to tur?)igﬂfither of
them and jeer or boo, If you Jjeer at Ménley or Bustamante you are
of tHb two men A

jeering at one or the other or both/who have done more than anybody
else 1n the world to create Jamalca as it is todaye Whatever their
faults, and we all have our faults, these two men have served Jamaica
in a way that is rare and unique, It is part of the meanness and

some Jamaicans .

destructiveness in/&axmxEax that there are still people who want to

jeer and sneer at these two great Jamaican patriots. Disagree with



2 3

them = that is your right; argue with them - thai too 1s your right;
use your vote to remove them from office.- that is the most importat
of all your rights., But you do not have the right to jeer and boo
and sneer at them, They are much too big for you or I to do that:
they have served too well, But even more important than the fact
of the greatness of their contribution is the fact you reduce

yourself and you reduce Jamaica when you try to hese men

to the cheap level of Jeering and sneering. \ ve become ,part

of those Jamaican institutions that we n honour and to have
faith in if we are to build a stable osperous and integrated
gsociety. So please, all you J,L. P ¢s and all you P,N.P.
fanatics, and all you non-party s, stop and think about

Jamaica's symbols and Jamaica’g\eystitutions: and then set about
building them up instead o ing to tear them down, Jamaica needs
the.stablising influe all her sysmbols and all her institution!
very badly in thes y days of her irfﬁpendence. Her stability

demands respe er political institutions and her national
leaders - must begin with a due sense of respect for her
two most nding political leaders.

F al®y, yesterday's news of the knighting of Sir Clifford
bampb is very welcome indeed., But the fact that the government
for Sir Clifford
has agreed to this signal honour/also suggests that we can now put
aside all the talk about Jamaica becoming a republic. The knighting
of xkx Sir Clifford and the Prime Minister's well-known affection
for tﬁpmonarchy means Jjust that., And once again, in terms of the
basic need for stability based on known and accepted insthtutions,

this 15 wise, No elected president could, at present, be as imporart

a symbol as the Queen's representative in Jamalca, Goodnight,



No 583 1) Anti-Polio treatment
2) B.G. Rice

3)Wm
—— S

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Friday Nov 16 at 6.15p.m 5
Peter Abrahams speaking ' :

Good evening: I hope all of you, especially the mothers with

little children, listened to Tuesday evening's broad t by Dr.
Eldermire, the Minister of Health, He talked abo %anti-p'olio
campaign which started this week, The Miﬁiste hat it looked
very much as though next year'will be a bad or polio in
Jamaica, and he mentioned figures for 195 1960 to show thaet
children under the age of five years ost likely to be hardest-
hit by any polio outbreak. So, x\ih hers who have children of

e Minister's call and get your

five years and under, please n@
children treated. Polio nogaonly‘vdeforms and damages the‘body, 3t

is a killer too. And th ller is likely to be at large in Jamaim
next year, Qm

There is an portant point to note, In the past the only

Rmrx treatment nst polio was in the form of injections and I

know many, p’?hgts refused to have their children injected because
they $1ke the idea of 'the needle', Well, this time there is
no r@or injections., There is now a new vaccine which can be
taken by the mouth. You give it to the child in exactly the same
way as you kive 1t cough syrup - and it is Jjust as sweet and nice
as cough syrup. So that particular problem is out of the way. But ym
must see to it that your child gets three doses, The second and
hird doses each being six weeks after the one before, Just giving
your chlld one dose will not protect it from this killer, So pleass,
mothers, especially those of you in the country areas, as soon as

you heaf the vaccination people are in your part, get your child or

children seen to., It will not cost you anything and it mey mean the

: ‘
AR, St - e



.
difference between the life and death of your children: so for their
sakes as well as your own peace of mind, get them vaccinated as soon
as possible, |

N&w for another subject, though still mainly with the housewife

in mind, A number of housewives have spoken to me abgut the problen
of rice., Over the past many weeks they have not be <:§;> to get

British Guiana rice from their local grocers, reat rice
eater myself and so I have noticed the chan i\\he taste of our
rice, In.fact, my youngest daughter\tried me to Join her
in a strike agaiﬁst the American rice e forced to eat. So,
when a number of housewives asked ook intc the matter - I
did so with very great person in st., Well, from my inquiries,

I understand that although §he si¥rtage was real and due largely

to the negotiating of th . Rice Agreement, we shoujd soon have
stocks again. Indee e already is a fair amount of bulk- rice
from B.G, in Jama I was able to get some at nine pence a pound
from a Kingston r., I also understand that there is a shipment

of the pack \B.G. rice at the wharf right now but there is some
gort o d=®p because the invoices are not correct. But I certa;ﬁw
expe y to have your packaged B.G. rice available by the end of
this month if not earlier.

Finally, a word on price controls. I do not want to pressure
the Ministry of Trade but a large number of listeners have asked me:
what happened to the control of food prices I talked about months ago.
All I can tell you is that Barbados has now imposed price controlsm
sardines, corned beef and chicken parts. I understand our people are

8till investigating. I hope it won't go on for too long. Goodnight,



No 584 India-China Border Dispute:
A Stu‘y in Political lMorality

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Nov 17 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The discussion on the border fighting between
India and China hae led to some of the oddest and mo interesting
political and moral attitudes I have come across y long time,

Broadly speaking the American attitude seems Qk t the Chinese

attack on India proves the futility or the w ss of a neutralist

position. I think this has been stated g‘agg'most extreme form
by Time Magazine; and I rather thi %‘;?.TT Time magazine were not
so passionately anti-communist it %have approved of the ait.ack
“on India as a well deserved slaq\sgp neautralism and Krishna Menon;
but its anti-communism won and so it 1mplied that if India had
been a good fellow-tra of the West all this might not have hgpen
It seems to me‘E:i> he Europeans were a lot more realistic
about the busines ey felt that Chinafs attack on India had
nothing to wi ~arxism-Leninism - and some of them have cited
the fact e Chinese Nationallist Government on Formosa endorses
the éh < communist position on the border Question. Thex European s
see ?h::)Ls Chinese expansionism pure and simple and they tend on the
w hole to discuss the question of India's neutralism in terms of
practical political calculations. One way in which this has been
expressed was to use Switzerland as an example, Switzerland is a
traditiond neutral in Europe but Switzerland spegnds large sums of

money to keep a strong and up to date defence force. And so, they

2

concludetthat if you are a neutralist who wants to survive you shoud
have a strong defence force. And so they do not criticise India's
stand, but rather, her preparedness, And this, of course, meams a .

criticism of the failure of Krishna Menon to strengthen India's



defences. This, with variations,is the broad European attitude.
I think I found the Afro-Asian attitude most interesting.
Pakistan saw this as an opportunity to try and force a settlement

over
/ ar Kashmirg on an embbttled India - a cynécal exploitation of a

political situation. At the U.N. a number of Africz;éziates that
Red :

had traditionally voted for/China to be admitted Lo organisation
oppoced 1t this time becauge of China's attack ia. But there

w ere a few voices(led by the Soviet bloc) declared that
China's attack on India was all the m ;:EESBon for admitting her

to membership of the world organisat this time, And this, odly

enough seems to have found a gr of favour in cértain
th

guarters here in Jamaica. Fr& most surprising quarters in
Jamaica has come the view ed China must now be admitted to

t
the United Natioﬁs. @eal of sympathy with the suggestion
that if Red China @ member of the U.N. she might not have
attacked India. t sure that this view is coreect but it
at least hag t rit of being a possibility efid of being not utterl
immora$ EXXuXKEREX®m Certainly, I have favoured Red China's

admission

admit in the past. But to now press for the admisidonm of
Red ige, and to use her agression against India as an-argumnnt -
is to put a really high premium on lawlessness, agresslon and
political blackmail, As far as I am concerned to follow this line.ts
to give up the world to the political bully boys. I also fihd it

a fascinating study in the political morality that the late George

Orwell so aptly described as: Double-think., Goodnight,



No 585 Communism Today:
The Idea & the Reallty

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Nov 19 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The Central Committee of the Soviet Communitt
- Party is now meetling -and what it decides will shape way in
which the Russians deal with the rest of the wor o) least the

next twelve months, But I think one of the m 3\6; ems this

meeting will deal with 1s the present confl » ideas between
Russia and China on how communists should with the capitalist
world, I am sure most of you are a aware of this conflict

between Ruesia and China, even t ou may not know all the
details. Broadly speaking, tﬁ\\ggzﬁese communists feel that the
Russians have gone soft on italism and that is why they»put
forward the idea of cogex ‘szi:;‘between communiem and capitalist
democracy. For this<:33> inese denounce the Russians and say that
they have become e' among the nations‘of the world, and sihce
the 'haves' alw end to be conservative, the Russians have become
conserva d certainly, if you look at 1t from the Chinese
commun Noint of view, this does make sense, The Russians ao in
fact@ war, and especilally nuclear war, desperately., They have
some idea of the devastation that a nuclear war can bring, and th@f
know that unlike China, any war in which they are involved directly
is almost bound to become a nuclear war, China can attack India
without any fear of nuclear weapons being used bé;ause neither

China nor»India have nulcear weapons to use, This would be imposside
in any real fighting between Russia and America, And because thése
two gilants have nilcear weapons, the danger of someone on elther side
accidentally pushing a nuclear button 1s very real andrgomething,ﬂe

Russians dare not risk - as they showed in the Cuban confrontation. -



And let us face it, the Ruesians have much more to lose than tthe
. communists ;
Chineseg¢ communists. The Chinese/have not even begun to really
develop their country eince they took over power: they have the
beginnings of heavy industry and -their agriculture is in a mess., And
they have little more. The Russians on the other ha%ave had
‘ ve paid for

this development has been fantastically high N life and in
human suffering. Millions upon millions o QZS died in the
forced collectivisation of the Kulaks %

forty-five years of real development., The price

ons more in the biter
purges, But the achievements are % 0. Russia today 1is a fimst-

class modern industrial power who\ entific achievements compel

standard of living
the admiration of even her enew Her/mEmmmmy, though still low
by western xkam@arxsx meagur 8, is a world away from wﬁat it was
forty-five years ago, rate of development has been fantastiic.
And she has achieve extraordinary revolution in education, Fa
the Russilians, se are very precious and important gaiﬁs to
which they t t® cling and on which they want to improve. And so
it is a@t the Russians have a great deal that they do not want
to r@a ng by going to war cvér Cuba or anybody else, In spilte
of‘ the communism, the Russians hhve in fact become one of the 'lmes'
among the nation‘s of the world. And when yéu have something, you went
to hold on to it and to protect it and possibly to add a little mee
to it: and so y‘ou get Mr. Khrushchev's theory of co-existence aba
which the Chinese are so bitter., So how do you square this in terms
of communist ideas? I will try to look at this tomorrow, so till then.

goodnight.,



No 586 Communism Today:
The God that Failed

NEWB COMIENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Nov 20 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: ©Since what the communists do or do not do is
going to have such an important'bearing on your life and mine, as well

as on what happens in the rest of the world, I thin is worthwlile

for us to try and know what this thing is all ab gse I am
convinced that you can only cope with somethi \ u understand &t.
So, what is this communism W hich is causinngch trouble and

confusion in this world of our. 2 Q ; . _ g

There are two meaning to comm rst, there 1lg the anciet
human ideal which goes back as f an's recorded history: the
sort of idealistic desire in h@eings Tfor a fair sharing of such
goods and services as exils hin the society. You find aspects

of this in tribal soci% d this was the ppractice of the early
Christian church to big point about the idea was that all

property used for roduction of goods and services was owned

by the oommuqi;: the group rather than by individuals, and that

the gain ofits from all such activity went to the community
rather to any individuals. In this broad sense the idea of
equal through communism is as old as man himself., But although

book
the ancient Greek philosopher Plato in his/ReEublic, and Sir Thomas

More in his book, Utopia = both advocated forms of communism, they
and the other reformers who?followed them, did not use that partialar
word: communism, But the idea and the 1deal was there: to own jolinly
and share equally the good things of this life and this world, And
remember these ideas were expressed hundreds of years before Marx
or Lenin were about. That was the broad concept of communism,

The narrower concept of communism, as expressed by Russiayg gnd

China, still pays 1iP service to the broader ideal of a greater



equality but adds certain other basic beliefs, And onme of the most
important basic beliefs of this ve”sion is what is known as the
class struggle., This says that all of history is basically she stay

of a series struggles between the few who own all t means of

prodnction, land, property, factories and the 1i the many
who live'by work and who have only their labou 1, This 1is
the class struggle and the only way 1h whi who work- can geb
Justice>§y overthrowing the existeing sy d in order to over-

throw the existing system every work% every progressive

hbellectual must follow the lea communist party because it,
and it alone, can bring this q;‘iful utopia. In 1917, when the
Russian communists won po :§\Tg;ce it became the duty of every
communist or fellow-trav Szr everywhere to work for the interests
of Russia, even ag hose of his or her own country. Amd so
you had the faﬁt g:::jpactacle over the lasﬁ forty~-five years of
BRERXE communi 1l over the world betraying their own countries
in the‘ S \of Rus-sia. And because the reality of cbmmunism was
so fa he ideal which gave it birth, a cruel and nurdering

) who could not be criticised
tyr3gt ¥s made into a god/and some of the most brilliant minds ani
gome of the most sensitive artists in the world put their talents
into the service of defending what had in fact become the most
monstrous tyranny in the world. And so it was that when Staling died

s oS

and Khrushchev reveal his crimes, communism, as a conquering idea
and ideal, also died, Now it can only grow and expand as a thing
of force, as the new imperialism. And this supplies the big clue ®

the China-Russia conflict of ideas. But more of this tomorrog

Till then, goodnight,



No 587 Communism Today:
The New Imperialism

NEWS COMMENTARY

Por transmission on
Wedneeday Nov 21 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I think one of the most amazing manifestations

of man's desife to do good by his fellow men was exemplified by that

large army of artists, poets, intellectuals, musicgaM®, Jovelists
and the like who, in the years between the two W€, gurned to the
Russian brand of communism as the hope of t o I grew up during

, nd most gifted .
to take hold of all the finest and b /of the young people o

that period and I saw this wonderful wave? ealism that seemed

@he time, From Britain there was ox and David Guest and

Stephen Spender and a host of @thel; from Europe there was Arthur

Koestler and Ignazio Silon a;§\§KGré Gide and an even vaster army

of others; from the Unit hes you had Howard Fast and Louls

Fischer and an eqma. st army of others, And even the West Indies
@

Trinidadians,
contributed to ti & in the persons of two brilliant Tradadizns,

C.L,R. James a ge Padmore. These idealists were willing to

lay dowvn th xlives for the new Soviet state and what they thouglt

it rep : and many of them did just that in the Spanish civil

And then came the disenchantment: the massive witch-hunts and
purges and the massive slaughter - and the massive brainwashing abmut
which a bitter Arthur Koestler wrote so brilliantly later. But I
think these people expected too much of Russia and her leaders =
a very disappointed Dr. Castro today also seems to have made'ﬁhe
same mistake of expecting the Russians to be so high principled as
to risk their all for a relatively small iéland in the Caribbean,
These people looked to the new Russia as a force that was morally

a ;

superior to the capitalist world, as force invested with an idealism
A
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that bordered on religious faith. Today you will be very hard put
indeed to find any intellectual of the stature of those I have named
who believes this any more. To the idealistic intellectual of tody
Russian communism represents brainwashing, the brutal suppression of

Certainly, the only wey
the Hngarian uprising and the Berlin Wall, Ar@ZXEY¥ErxRREsxExXerkErs
ZREXREAX in which communism can take hold in Weste pe 1s by

force of arms from outside., The European worker sgthat he is
better off than his Russian counterpart. Q‘

Where the Russlans still saw a chanc nning friends and
influencing people was in places like@ Asie and Latin Amerim -
the have-nots of the world. But t grown so used toLfaﬁerhg
their satellites around that t ej\ d it out on Guinea's Sekou
Toure and he immediately threw t out of his country: this, plus
Nasser's reaction has de ed their influence in Africa for the
present. And it 1s ew that when the smoke clears from the
present Cuban aff @will be seen that the Russians have sufferd
an equally sev ack in Latin Ame%ica. And so, in its forty-fifth
year we can \that Soviet communism has survived and indeed

strengtlagn tself as a state thing; but it has suffered a severe

V) base of and idealistic
setbagk a world conquering/ideology. And now Red China has opaily
ia'ésoft’ China

challenged/ker/leadership, kE wants an open military show-down wifh
between these two partners
capitalism. What happens/now is anybody's guess. The interesting

thing is that the communist theory of the contradictions within
itself

capitalism seems more applicable to communism/at the moment. But fien

so much of the so-called ‘'scientific' aSDect'of Marxism has been

proved to be awfully half-baked - or else to be pure ritualistic Jju
struggle for

and hogwash, What is real is the nakedxREXERxEXruxxi® world power h

which I personally do not see any conflict between Russlia and China.

Goodnight,



-No 588

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on ,
Thursday Nov 22 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Before going on to the rather sordid Jamaica

the Cold War has cooled down very greatly/{ duringgh ek, The

Woolens business let us note ypewy—empefis that the t@ature of
Russians have promised to remove their bombers \ ba within the
next thirty days and the Americans have 1if partial blocade
of Cuba., And in his major policy speech s§?‘b Central Committee

of the Soviet Communist Party earlie veek, Mr, Khrushchev

urged his fellow comrades to lea capitalism; Then we had the
even more startling news of t izﬁhese cease fire, The Chinese florces
had fippéd the Indian defe ezgtiﬁg open and wépin a position to
stream down énto the pla %Mother India when Peking suddenly
ordered the ceasefi :

I do not th Qoody except the top leadership of the Chinese ;
communist part e for certain what is behind this move, But, of
course, theXeNas been a world of speculation., Some people feel
that ) 'S moderating influence 1s responsible for the cease-fire,
I doN\got)think so, Moscow can no more order China around than China
can order Moscow around,Aﬁgnly those people who still see China as -

. a sort of super satellite of Russia will believe the next explanaion
put forward, which is that the whole thing = the Cuba business anl
the Indlan border business = was organised by Russla in one massive
axExxxEkErty attempt to first utterly confused the western and
neutiralist camps and then to break their spirit. I frankly do not
believe this. In order to believe this one must believe that both

the Russian and Chinese communists are so monstrously cynical as

be very much less than human .



My own view is that the most reasonable explanation for the
Chinese ceasefire is the one based on calculated Chinese self-interest
This is the view held by some of the most respectable British poliiical
observers and it goes something like this:

The Chinese know that Russia disapproves of the‘%i;’tack on -the
Indians. The Chinese also know that Britain and ‘ ed Stafes
will not confine themselves simply to shippil N o India, if it
looked as though the Chinese were really % 1nva.diné India.
Therefore, a serious invasion of Indi ®st likely to end up wih
China having to fight against Indi ra}ain, the United States,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand. hermore, given the present
set-up, it looks very much as ?hyggh China would have to do this
single~-handed. Russia, w J;E!!vcurrenly having a bitter:conflict
of ideas with China, i likely to want to stick out her neck
for China than sh Q or Cuba. And so a serious Chinese invasion

of India becom 8 icky thing from China's own point of view, If

China thou tha® such an invasion would lead to a final show-down
with fighting together
kRRXRER _C lism - with all the communist countries/on one side ,

‘I think \he®would have launched the invasion, no matter what the ast.
But - to ke on the capitalist world alone would be committing suicide,
and this the Chinese are not prepared to do, hence the ceasefire. They
have showzyzieir strength and the velvet glove. But, as I said wha

the fighting first started, the real issue is one of naked Chinese
! seem just to have begun to learn the art at which I,
power: and they miXIxrmirrakixarxgaxferxar@xarxBuiXyxmrxkixsxwiihxirkt.
Khrushchev 1s such a master - the art of bluff and of confusing yamr
R XX AN X IR XN IR X XREX RA R X R A AR X R R R R X R RN XXX AREXZARREXRER

ixxxkexzaxeaXied enemy - which makes everything so much more tricky.
What happens next depends very much on lir, Nehmm, and he is under

great pressure from his own people right now, Goodnight,



No 589 Jamaica Wooiénsj-'What is,therLessbn?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Friday Nov 23 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Let us hope that all the sordid details of hke

Jamaica Woolens affair have now been brought into the open. Certaiiy,

it seems so, as far as the hard facts of the case ar%\cerned.
What does not seem to have been brought into the@ nclusively
are the reasons for some of just about the o .‘~%\P siness behaviar
I have come across. You may remember thafl 8 the first person
to bring somé of the detalils of the J e Wooiens operation to
public. attention and to give you d ?} the fantastic salaries
that were being paid, not only tc@anaging Director of the
Company, but to the superviso£§\g>pff as well., What I did wonder
about at the time, and I t?ﬁg so, was whether we would have ©
pay the Maagging-Direc r thirteen thousand pounds a year until

his contract expirw ether there was a notice of termination

clause in the t. I raised this particular question as far
back as Oct r th., Well, we now have the answer, It seems this
gentlem@ven a letter of indemnity and something like fifty
thougan®, pdunds of taxpayers' money will have to be found to pay Hm
off.

But throughout this whole affair, and every time I dug up any
'new information about it, one key question kept crowding my mind,
It was why? Why d4id this whole business take place? Why did =m=k a
ar bunch of hard-headed businessmen allow this thing to happen. Now
it would seem that not every member of the Board of the I.D.C{ new
about what was going on: iy would seem that large sums of money wee

committed and spent without the knowledge of the Board of the I.DC.

and without the knowledge of the Ministry concerned. All this I did
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not know when I made myAfirst broadcasts, But this knowledge has
just streﬁgthéned the views I.expressed at the time that there shaid
be a public accounting and that if anyk person or personé are foum
to be criminally responsible, they should be punished., A publiec
accounting which simply tells us how much we have 1lo d how it

came about and then scores a few political point@ en says it
s¥ n

is all very unfortunate = such an accounting \ ot good enouyh.

I think every taxpayerg is entitled to de ore than Jjust that.
And this is no witch-hunting idea, Th 1§§ profound issue of public
confidence, Something important an% ly went wrong and we are

entitled, not just to know the fa\

and who is to blame, V

In part at least it SéE?’.;o me that any law which allows this
gort of thing to happef t

ut to know whj it went wrong

be a very good law, If all that hapened
at Jamaica Woolens @ ned legally then I think the laws governimg
our statutory di need overhauling: if it happened illegally, then

- somebody sh d punished. This we cannot escape: either the law

is a thor y° bad one or else the law has been broken,

@- ister hés now sent directives to the new Board of the
I.D;C. tting out new conditiéns under which it can advance money.,
Any/ggszices will in future have to be approved by the entire Boamnd ,
and borrowing can only be done with the approval of the Minister.
This is an improvement on the present situation., But I am not sure
it is enough. If the law under which the I.D.C. operates is bad, ten
the personal supervision of any Minister will not make 1t any better.
The ultimate protector of the public interest is and must be the law,

That is the meaning of the rule of law - and all of us, Ministers

included should be subject to it. So, let us adgust the law, That'ls

the lesson of Jamaica Woolens, Goodnight,



No 590 1) The Politician and the Government
2) Christmas Work

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Nov 24 at 6.15p.m.
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On. Tuesday Novemeber 1l3th I redd you a letterI
received from a Rastafarian who lives in Back=0-Wall, In his letter
ergment's

my Rasta friend tended to be a bit sneering of the:z

attempt to reduce the cost of living. You willﬂgN%b er I was rater

eritical of his letter because it seemed to Q@ er example of
the rather common destructive attitude tha any Jamaicans have
towards the government of the day = bQﬂ P, or J.L.P. These
people often speak as though they <b hing good in any governmt,
and the only time they appr'ove®

when it does something thaﬂ;:;ifs them, You will remember that I

t
hing any government does is

described this as a situa®oR in which each component part of the

society saw itself C interests as being more important than
iety as a whole,

the interests of
Well, thes ments of mine have provoked an interesting
variety o ayions and a number of listeners have told me flatly

much in either their governments Xm£XEIXKERXEEREYY or in .

that I re than a little ﬁnreasonable to expect them to have
)

their parties., One letter from a¥ very distinguished Jamaican for

whom I have a very high regard sums it up in these words: "You chided

the public for their tendency to disbe&lieg anything that the politiei

say., Isn't the reason obvious? Such a situation could not have come

about had our politicilans been truthful and honest in the overwhelming:

great majority of their statements, For years they have fakén pride

in being too clever and now they reap their rewvard,"

I think this is a very telling comment, and what is more, I

think it is true on the whoie. But having said that, what do we do?



Do we say: the politicians are dishonest, the politicians have not
kept their promises, g0 we are going to wash our hands of the whole
business? Is that what we say, and if we say that, what does it
mean? &Bnd where does it get us?

‘I think that no matter how right we may be, thi%citude ends
up with each of us blaming somebody else for the% the socligy.
We blame the politiclans or the buslness peop e workers =
in fact everybody else is at fault except ourelves, And of course
we are always expecting somebody else s@ve the problems of the
society. And‘this, I feel, is sti b ma jor problem., Why blamé
the politicians for this? They’aK y & minority and they do nd
have dlusive rightx to make Jaﬁeapa the kind of place they want:
you have the same right, a e you recognise it, you have more
powei‘. Xou put the po% n where he 1s; you created the government

ot now abuse him without abusing yourself,

of the country, you
The ultimate re¢ pility is yours.

Finall \\ib d on Christmas work, Because of much public

concern I e veen checking on this and I understand that telegrans
have gi:j t to all local authorities telling them to go ahead wihh
work Dagfuse all the allocatione have been made, The monéy hag ben

settled, the programmes drawn up and the work should in fact be in
progress now, Certainly by Monday morning Christmas work should be
underway e&erywhere in Jamaiea., If it 1s not, please make a big ndse; .
Mr, Sangster tells me there 1s something like four hundred,thousahd
pounds all told that could be spent on work between now and Christmas.

I hope you get your share of it, Goodnight.



NB.¢7V~

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Nov 26 at 6,.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The Jamaica Government's 'independence Loan'
: at midday
stock issue comes into effect tomorrow mmermrimg. This ans that

noon :
as from harkxppErixzgxiixmz tomorrow XERRIRXY anyoq<;E:" and any

institution can apply for whatever amount of gt e or the

institution may want to' buy. We can get det S End &pplication

forme from the commercial bank% from ghagc okers, from the
Government Savings Bank at Tower Stp{e om the office of the

the maxim Q\Bbr’c.unity to subscribe., Those are the facts of the
'Inde% Loen' issue,

»

Accountant General and from the B\ggi g Jamaica, The loan 1s' for
a

nterest rate of six-and-a-half
ot P :
percent a year, The smalledEE’q}t of stock you can buy is for five-
A

pounds., An interesting e of this stock issue 1s that it is

a twenty—year;;eriod agd carri

open for three mont om tomorrow until the 28th of February,

1963, Usually thN of stock issue is either for a day of_for

a week, Keeing\he issue open for three months will give everyboy

v4

V he held his press conference to explain this loan last wek

the Minister of Finance, Mr, Sangster, =aid that the government had
to raise money for developmental purposes: in order to ralise such
money the government had to pay interest on what it borrowed. He,

P~

MPbyp Sangster, would préfer to pay this interest toLJamaicaﬂé insted

of having to send this money abroad, I think this is a most important

point, If the government can raise as much as possible of the morsr
it needs for development right here in Jamaica, it will need to
borrow that much less from abroad, and that in turn will mean that

so much less of the country's wealth will go out of the country to

Independence Loan Issue & National Savings Bonds
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pay debts abroad, But there is more to it than that. When the
government pays interest to people in Jamaica there will be that
much more wealth in circulation inslde Jamalca,., So this would be an
all=round gain. The government would get a decent portion of its
develdpment money from inside the country. The people of Jamaica
who want to save would do so at safe and attractiv - and tle
whole country would benefit. 1In othér words, t opks like
combining patriotism with g good piece of p@x business, But
let us face it, this loan issue is attrac ‘ ainly to people who
want to save for their old-age or to Ke companies and the
like = in other words, to long-te 8, And this automatically
cuts off a vast section of the J;a\& community. There are very
few of us, no matter how patrio . who cen afford to put money by
for twenty years, I thi: al those who can put money by on this
loan issue are on tog O thing both for themselves and for the
country. But I h e@other ninety percent of the Jamaican commuity
will also be g chance to contribute to the country's development
by making ’kq:gy ng of National Savings Bonds a lot more easy and
attractldy it now is. The virtue of National Savings Bonds Ie
~thategea costs only a pound, can be cashed at any time and offers
the owner a chance of winning a big money prize. The great drawbadk
is that they are very difficult to buy. I think they should be made
as easy to buy as postage stamps, I think it is important to do tis
and glve the mass of Jamaicans a chance to invest in Jamaica's fuure,
To be really successful the raising of local money must bé truly
national, calling on every section of the Jamaican community. So @
out tmorrow and bty your stocks and bonds and help Jamaica,

Goodnight,



No 592 Trinidad’s Eric WILITHEE . 0 AT R,

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Nov 27 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: TRinidad's Prime Minister, Dr, Eric Wélliams,
has just completed a three=-month European tour, but this was a tow

with a difference, Dr, Williams has done some high cgessful

business during that three-month tour. $So I th tgmight be very

useful for us to take a look at Dr. William ean tour, I

think two recent items of news about Trinfi ke the taking of
such a look all the more interesting. there was the news tlet

~the United States government had a o give Trinidad economic

aid to the tune of over ten mi;&;:ﬁr unds, And then, on Sunday,
t

there was the news from Longon Dr., Williams had rejected a

British loan because he d the terms of the loan unacceptable,
Just what these ter we do not yet know, All we have is Dr.
Williams' stateme he wanted the loan to put the people of
Trinidad and To nto jobs, not to provide jobs for British worders,

From this a ~§‘Eonable inference is that fhe terms wmrmxxuEk under
which as prepared to lend Trinidad money were, in the view
of Wiy liams, more likely to benefit British workers than Trinidad’
workers, Certainly, if this 1s the case then one must sympathise
with Dr., Williams, To say any more than this would be to prejudge

the matter without having all the facts, What is very interesting
and very revealing, 1s that Dr, Williams should reject such a loan
out of hand. I think it shows a high degree of self assurance and
confidence in Trinidad's ability to raise the money she needs elsewher
And i personally think that-Jamaica's leaders could benefit greatly

by a close study of the factors that make for Dr., Williams's sgelf

assurance and confidence, I think we need to be humble enough to meke



such a study because Jamaica needs it. Telling our leaders how
wonderful they are, what political wisdom they show in this or that
inter-party move is not going to help the country. It is a clever
and. useful political thing for the present government to blame all
our troubles on the past government; indeed, a cert amount of fiis
sort of thing is inevitable, But this does nothi %Jprove the
situation of the country. And there is the vera\N%a danger = and I

think we are having a taste of 1t right no e is the real

danger that in this business of politica -scoring our leaders

might in fact do the country real ha e simple example is this:
if you really sell the idea thsa ;qzi;ca.is bankrupt, that the "
barrel has in fact been scra dgzaﬁmy, you may, in the process also
succeed in scaring money pf\kgg this may be a very successful
political move but it ca %be a terribly damaging blow to the
country,because no nts to invest in a bankrupt concern. AndA
that, I suggest, g:::z of the reasons why money 1s so tight 1in
Jamaica today,

Dr.,

But, bAc\to what we can learn from/Eric Williams, I think his
assur is based on his very successful talks with the leaders of
the rgoean Common Market, I for one, expect very big things for
Trinidad from those talks, And the reason for this is that of all
the West Indian lLeaders Dr, Williams seems to have been the only one
who fully appreciated the significance of the E.C.M, and made his
plans accordingf Be did not play it by the ear or play to the gallery
He studied hard and planned hard for the good of his country: his
country and his people will reap the rewards, This business of takng

pains and mastering your subject Nefes

something all West Indian leaders can learn from Eric Williams. Gagini



No 593 1) Grenada in a Mess

"NEWS COMMENTARY -

For transmission on
Wednesday Nov 28 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last night I told you I think our politiéal ladiers
could benefit greatly and be of greater'Service to t country if
they folloﬂabr. Eric Willlams' example of first ste

a problem
before either expounding or acting on it. And 1 T them are
angry that I snould hoia up Dr. Williams as ple, I would

invite them to face kkak the fact that amg has 'delivered',
As my friend Len Nembhard of the JamaiNg
is no U.S. lackey but he has just ’@
of aid from the United States, Azgxbecause he took the troublevto
make a careful study of th ‘:;!2; Common Market he could choose
the best course for Trinpi and declare that she would apply for

Associate Membershi if Britain did not enter. From all this,
I expect Trinidad at least as much money from Europe as she
got from the Uni States., And the basic reason for this is that
Dr, Willi s made 1t his business to learn and to study hard

act.

and to t the facts and to think them out carefully and then to
‘NE;; is a very much more demanding and a very much more difficult

way than the normal way where the politician talks first and thinks

afterwards and hopes for the best. But if societies like ours are

to get anywhere then, sooner or later, we must let hard ard

hard/thinkiflg take the place of big talking and big bluffing.

A glaring ewmample of just where big talk an k

a people is the unhappy Grenada situation, Before his defeat at tle

polls Mr, Gairy conducted Grenada politics on the basis of big téle
and big bluff and for a time he did it so sucessfully that he sold

his own people a false idea of their value and their importance ik
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“4in the scheme of things. And so, thanks largely to Gairy, the people
of Grenada saw themselves as being much more important than they
reélly are. And when thé federation broke up and the idea of the
'Little Eight' was born, Mr. Galry could not resist playing his old ‘
game of big talk and big bluff, This time he was playing off Trindad
against Barbados and the other islands of the Winwaxé’qxd Leewards,
He just wanted to have things his ovn way. He kn r

anxious to see a federation of the eight aan~ hought he could P

pressure on them by playling hard to get. ings got out of'hand,
. poverty of the 'Little

itish were

the people of Grenada lookeé at the r
Eight' and the relative wealth of d and decided that ‘they
would like a share of Trinidad»'s\ . And so they elected Herbdt
Blatfe to lead them into 2 uniwstate with Trinidad: Trinidad
represented the gravy trgl re they could get the most?gixh the
least effort. The corr influence of the Gairy 1eadership/was\
there., But Trini not so certain she wants any truck with
Grenada now an oks very much as though Grenada's big bluff

and big ta 0li®ics have led her out into the cold. If Trinidad
rejects_h 8 seems very likely now, she will have to éat humblé
ple gn o wvegging to the other seven islands, In short, Grenada Is

in a m®®s today because she was always looking for a cheap and eagy way
And this brings us right back to the central point. There is no chap
and easy way ahead for any of the isdands of the Caribbean; there is
no cheap and easy way ahead for Jamaica either. The way ahead demais
hard thinking, hard planning and then hard work from all of us, The
real problem sfxIzmmiEaxis that ét this moment we do not seem to have
begun the hard thinking: some of us know what we want; none of us

seem to know how we set aboﬁt getting it, This can be dangerous - i

it lasts too long. Goodnight.



No 594 Blackburne's Departure:
: Opening of New' Phase

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmiesion on
Thursday Nov 28 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The Governor= General, Sif Kenneth Blackburne,

end ag far as Jamalca 1s concerned, the last to y of an

and his famlly will leave Jamaica tomorrow afternoon@ so will
Englishman sent out by the Colonial Office as t n's Representatr
in Jamaica., After 8ir Kenneth, and no matte any Governors-
General Jamalca may have, all of them wil osen right here in
Jamaica and their approval by the Que oever happens to be

the monarch at the time, will be ity. So, both in actual

fact as well as symbolicelly, morNew's departure of the last of
the British pro=consuls is %e;ymportant turning point. I~ think

all the many people and oNgeRisations who have gone fo King's House

to say farewell in ast few days, and all the people and
organisations who arried parting gifts as gestures of affection
and appreciatio RarmEwriX remembrance have shown awareness that

this is a \tant turning point. .

P n't get me wrong. I do not think people are saying ®
themSglveg: 'This is a turning point, this is significant, so let us
make gestures to show that we are aware of it', Generally speaking
people do not operate like that. I think the demonstrations of
affection are warmly personal and have nothing to do with the gallery
of history. People are doing and saying what they are because this
is the way they feel about the Govérnor—General and his family. And
the almost subconscious knowledge that this is also a turning point
only adds depth to what is already there, So I would say that basimlly
what we have witnessed over these past few days were demonstratioga

of personal affection for a good man who has given much to Jamaica,



who has built warm and enduring friendships here, and who has
occupied his high office with a modesty and a humility that is an
object lesson to all of us,

But no matter how personally we may feel about Sir KennethxR¥
Bléckburne, .the one thing we cannot really do is to ate the
man from'his office, Without the office he may ngle #c come here,
And coming 1'.1ere, to the office, he was as mu \ as man, And
the measure of his success as both symbol an is the intensely

an
personel warmth he has evoked in almos vi?y section of the Jamaimn

community.
And so, when Sir Kenneth le @morrow and Sir Clifford

Campbell moves into Kingés Hoﬁgﬁ"pne door will shut symbolically

and another door will open to us willl come a new respnmsibilily.
Sir Kenneth was train scharge his duties in a certain way.
Efen after indepen en he became Jamaica's first Governor=-
General and so e echnically to be a servant of the Colonial

Office, a.]J(E::: 8 training, a lifetime's concept of service and of
s

the tradif n which he grew up travelled with him and helped

,shag:h::i titudes and actions., This is what we might call his

teult baggage'. This made Sir Kenneth the man he is; this helped
him to berform ags he did., For this making éf first a good Governar
and then a good Governor-General Britain, her péople and hef instituti
can claim credit. Now it is up to us to assume the same sort of
responsibility for and towards Sir Oiifford Campbell, So, a farewdl
_to Sir Kenneth Blackburne and a welcome to Sir Tlifford Campbell.

Goodnight,



No 595 Arghment about Machines for Loading
of Bananas

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday Nov 30 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Let me confess openly that I am neither happy
nor impressed by the current argument between the Prime Minister

and Senator Michael Manley over whether Machines are‘%%j;g to be

used or have been used for loading bananas and t is the
P,N.P., or the J.L.P, who brought in those ma ept them in #
their crates or gave an order that they s be uncrated and E

used, I am not happy about this argum cause 1t seems to me

that no matter who wikm=m scores the political points, this sort 1

of argument does nothing to serv ca's basic long term needs, 1

I may be wrong but it seems tovat this 1s Jjust another example

of playing politics with t?ds of the country, A .
But let us try to dispassionate look at the whole problem.
» - Michael
I think both Sir Al @ &* Bustamente and lir./Kimhek Manley have o
estéablished, beyor§N\gny reasonable doubt, their sincere interest I

workers, so, for me at least, thefe is no guestion

the welfare q{\:
of doubti elr motives, But that does not mean that we must e

accegg::> these gentlemen say'without any @xamination. Now, what
both e gentlemen appear to be agreed on isg that the use of mxﬂk :
machines in the loading of bananas will put people out of work, Mr,
Michael Manley says that it is for this reason that the P.N.P. A
shelved the whole question of mechanical 1oéding when it was in
power and he accuses the J;L.P. of going back on its election plede
of not accepting mechanical loading. The Prime Minister, on the otier
hand, says that it was not the J.L.P, which was responsible for

the presénce of these machines in the country. By implication, at

least, both seem agreed tha; there is somehow something wrong in the




presence and in the use of machines in Jamaica's banana industry.

I think the very great weaknesé of this attitude is that it makes

one of the most monumentally false assumptions I have come across,
It assumes that the interésts of the banana industry - and indeed

of the rest of the country - are different from the erests of te

workers, Thils is not something confined to the b a%dus’bry, but
let us look at it in terms of the banana indust evening. And
let 'us begin by looking at a few hard facts ou will find in

the latest issue of the government publica t Jamaica Now..In

Jamaica we produce an average of 2,71 f bananas on an acre
of land; in Colombia they produ % tons of bananas on that sae
acre of land; @&n Coste Rica tRgy pMeduce 6,7 tons on that same aae;-
and in Brazil they produce ?'T;Yns of bananas from one acre of

n

land. Now it stands tg r that Brazil which produces about nine

(— \
PRACo L St bananz:::j e do from one acre, can afford, purely on
the basis of prod to under-sell us in the open market. When you
add to that the that Brazil not only produces more, but it also

cuts ship ndlihg costs by using machines and loading more
quickl th the result that ships turn about more quickly - if ym
add Qﬁt together then we just will not stand a chance against
Brazil or any of the other banamsproducers,in openrcompeétition. Bside
this challenge reality the shape of the present argument 1s a little
silly. I think the real argument should be on ways and means of

into use :
bringing im machines/as painlessly as possible, It is either that o
the tltimate death of the industry. It is not the machines we should

fight, but our own ignorance, Goodnight.



No 596 £ LY 0 el

‘%tr Operation Oversell

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Dec 1 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahamspeaking
Good evening: When it was first announced that one of the
changes brought by independence would be that official letters would

o...-éQ
no longer carryﬁlgziéggssen: 'On¢ Her Majesty's Serv but would
carry the :

instead/E® On Jamaica Government Servéce, I did nk very much_
of it, Certainly, i did not think it suffici vy gnificant to merit
any kind of comment. We must expect a ce ;Eﬁmount of change Just
for the sake of change. After 511, We lready survived Mr,

Willie Richardson's 'The West Indi h a capttal T; and I was
reasonably sure that we would sur @his latest 0‘.J.G.,S‘a stunt.

So, I thought, let the boys hagg\gﬂéir fiing.

But I am afemid I anun long=-suffering as I thought I was,
Every day there arrive desk at the West Indian Economist a plle
of envelopes from %- ernment 'g Public Relations Department, Ths
is a very usef ce which those of us who are engaged in press

and radio v e, or years these envelopes carried the On Her Majsty"

Service l ing. But for many weeks, posgibly running into montls

een changed, Someone had sat down at some desk and with
a ruler pen~énd-ink and very great care, had drawn three neat straigh
lines through: On Her Majesty's Service, Then, this hard working
person had, in a very laboured hand, written above this: 0, J. G. 8§

At first I tried not to let this bother me, but after a time it
got the better of me. After all, just think of the miles and miles
of lines that must have been drawn by this person; and just fhink
of how often this poor person ﬁust have written 0.J.G.S! I think air
unions have no business to ‘allow this sort of mechanicai slavery!

And then I began to wonder about the poor person who had to do



all this drawing of lines and writing of 0.J.G.S. Was not this par
person being encouraged to be disloyal? After all, although it is
indepgndent, the Dominion of Jamaica is still a monachical state.
When Princess Margaret opened ihe first parliament of independenﬁ

Jamaica and when she read the message from the Queen%e Queen
spoke about my -people of Jamaica and, I believ frliament -
perhaps she used the royal we but that did no a\e‘ the basic

meaning., Our Governor-General, Sir Clifford 11 khEkx¥EXaRE

;.c% from the Queen's had

calms, So, whatever busiess

gsk%xX could not have received his grea

if Jamaica were not one of her Maje 4‘?

’@,

see no reason for the very cl¥qsy  U.J.G.S. And you know, all the

we do here in Jamaica, is still esty's bﬁsiness - so I frakly
other Commonwealth countri iech are not Republics use On Her
_Majesty's Service., B WI that 1s sald and done we are still
left with the milli(i::, envelopes that have to be used and which
that poor person raw lines on and then painfully write over. I
really don't thiNg "t is worth it. So please, could we at least zme =
.R\ikH.M.S. until the envelopes are used up? Perhaps by‘

then ‘have regained our sense of proportion.

Qﬁalking about a sense of proportion: this is the first day

of the month of December, the month of Christmas, the month of

carry on

operation oversell, For so.many people the weeks and days leading

up to Christmas are no more than times for a selling epree, in whih
and every thing, often including the most sacred religious symbols,
are shamelessly exploited in the interests of sales, Let us try and
contain this rather ugly thing this year. By all means do your
selling but please try not to overdo it. Christmas is not, and
should not be turned into a pagan feast of wild merchandising: it is

and should be the most spiritual and the most Christian time of tre
year. goodnight.



No 597 _ Chrlistmas WOork iIoilow=up

NEWS COMMENTARY
For tkansmission on
Monday Dec 3 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: It was just over a week ago that I told you
that the Christmas work progrémmes all over Jamaica should be in
full swing. To be even more specific, it was on Sat November
the 24th that I gave you this information. You ag well as I do -
that for very many people in Jamaica Christn zﬁh& be a cheerless
amd miserable business 1f we did not have QW 25:1813111&5 work
programmes at this time of year. Whet arky of us think this is a
goo‘d way of doing it or not is besﬁ point right now, What is
important ‘is that Christmas is ap;j ing and large numbers of .
Jamalcans have come to expect t form of Christmas work: this has

been going on for years d\fedple have been led to expect it. This

Christmas work is th e ¥ in which a cheerful and happy Christms
is made posseible o@ajority of Jamaican families.
It was fo reason that I went to the trouble of finding

out Jjust w 1~{Fe position was about ten days ago, I told you

then thgt derstood that telegrams giving local authorities the |
_q
ad gone out a week or so ax® earlier, I told you that the

'56 he
programmes had been settled and the allocations made, I also told
you that I ﬁad spoken to Mr. Donald Sangster and he had told me that
his Ministry had given the go-ahead for the money to be spent and
that there ®Was something like four hundred thousand pounds all told

that could be spent on work bewteen now and Christmas.

Well, since I told you all that I have had letters from listeners

all over the country and I have also had a number of telephone cals

from people in the Corporate Area, . Let me read a bit from one

letter which comes from a Mr. Johnson of Albany in St. lMary. It is

e T - o~ - R = e P A
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dated November the 29th and it says: "I heard you speak about
Christmas work to be given to the people everywhere, But we the
people of bottom Albany in St. Mary have contacted the Parish
Council and also the Public Works Department and we were told that

there is none, so I have written Jo you as a commentzzzfzto make

a comment on this matter because we are in dire his Farish
part of the Parish," ; "

That is the heart of Mp, Johnson's lett&g/aM® I think 1t speds
for itself., For the.information of Mr,.,mlo onh and the other -
citizens of St, Mary, the governmen ‘gzgﬁﬂbed on November the 16t
that it has allocated the sum of @zusamd pounds to St., Mary
for Christmas work, So, the p@\e:f; f bottom Albany should at least

get a share of this, Mr, Jd‘E’gp also asked me which of the governme

‘Ministers he should co bout this., Mr, .Leopold Lynch the

ih"'hu.-iv‘
Minister of Local nt is& in charge of this Christmas work

business and I su that Mr, Johnson contacts him, And you know,
when I trave{i:: hrough parts gf St. Catherine, Clarendon and St.

he weekend I heard a number of comments and complaints

to believe that pebple in authority on the spot were
stall on this Christmas work business, If this is so tim,
as far as I am concerned, this is just about the meanest and nastiest
way of playing politics, If the money is there, and you have'the'
go-ahead and if then, for whatever reason, you do not get on with

the Job then as far as I am concerned you are playing at politics
with the hopes and needs of people; and nobody has any right to de
that: the country and its people are more important than any pariy;

So, stop this stalling on Christmas work, Goodnight,



No 5?8‘ Perspective on the Rule of Law

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Ms Tresday Dec X at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahamsg speaking

Good evening: For me, one of the most rewarding experiences

is a trip into the country, and the deeper I can g@o the
5

country, the better I like it. Part of the rea his is
that I find the Jamaican countryside Just abéx.\ egfmost beautiful

s
I have seen in a life‘time of travelling. think the other

part, and possibly the more important pal that I find a basic

sanity, a basic balance and straigh $ dness that is all too

often lacking in the Corporate e double=dealing and

guplicity that seems to be pagt ol "big city' life tends to be
absent from the country. d th¥s, I think, makes for a greater

perspective and a clear d more honest view of the realities

of life., Now, I am aying that everything in the country 1is

lovely: all I a ie that I personally find myself thinking

a little more ly and honestly than I do under the heavy
pressure ’?\life in the Coproate Area of Kingston and 8t. Andrew,
But @n that: I also find that on the whole the people in the
co ry)seem to have a greater sense of reality than the people

in Kingston: but here again, I do not want to overstate the matten,
We hear all too often that this is good and that is bad, as though
life 1s made up of extremes with things being either all good or
all bad, In reality 1t is more a matter of shedes of grey -with
most things being combinations of good and bad,
And once you look at things in this way, you are less_ likely

to go in for extremes of any sort, You are less likely to be foold
by the lavish promises or Exkravaggk extravagant claims of this or

that party or this or that person telling you that all the good is



e

on the side hé béoks and all the evil is on the side he is against,
Kingston is rather prone to extremes and that is why I find the
balancing and sobering aspects of the country areas so important.
For this reason I think more people from Kingston should make an
effort to get out into the countryside and make a fea effort to gt
to know th# thinking and feeling of the people in evcoynhtry areas,
You'd be really surprised at how much city folk&@

rﬁ from coutry

folk - if they give themselves half a chance

; 9a2n example of Jjust how basic this rur mglspective can be on
the road between Gutters and Pepper 1 izabeth., The road is
steep and reguires great care esp ‘Wwhen you are tra&elling am

5\5& remely tight. At one such

hill; and some of the corners r
corner, a police van came ;ggglgound the bend on the wrong sicdé

t11
of the road and 1 had to i‘h climb up the bank to get away fram
it., By the time I c a stop, angry and shaking, the van wasfr
down the hill, I Qid I said some very harsh things about the
policé, partly lieve my feeling. And then I realised thag a

country me b\ the side of the road, had watched it all. He shook

"Nobody teach them that the law is above them too.," And youlkk
know, that is just it. So many of the people who enforce the law are
not really convinced that they must themselves obey the law in all
its details because they themselves are living symbols of the rule
of law, Instead they tend to break every petty law that they can get
away with because, as the countryman said: "Nobody teach them that
the law is above them too", The lesson to learn is that the law is

above every single one of us = without any exceptions at all. Thats

rurdl perspective for you......Goodnight.



No 535? Perspestive on National Needs.,

NEWS COMMENTARY
__. For transmission on
Yuegkeanesday Dec f-at 6 o15p .m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: ©Since I still have this rural perspective from

my weekend travels in the country, let me continue togkip the so-
-called 'hard' news. in favour of what seems to me c@e fundamatal,

Any reasonably sensitive obmrserver travelling Q rural Jamaim

cannot miss certain things even if he or sh to. And becaus

I have been taught Xk that good teeth are asis of good health,
eand because I have experienced this 1

gensitive to thé desperate need I@r

rural Jamaica., There are hundgeds on hundreds of communities in

‘1life, I am acutely

per dental service for

-this island of Jamaica who st not have aryxkirixofxirzrrk Jéess

to any kind of decent den treatment. And certainly, I know I do
not have to tell an ist what a serious situation exists when
you have hundreds I:::!usands of Jamaicans golng around with moufs
filled with rot nd rotting teeth. They know even bettgr than I
do how deya Xng bad teeth can be on the general health of any |
commun d i1f we really believe it when we say that Jamaica's
grea@asset{ a‘:-e her people then we will do everything to make
sure that that precious assetf is not wasted through bad health, Ad
that, whether we like it or not, is what 1is happening right now,

I know that some of our young dentists, and some of those who
are not so young, give freely of their time and talents to schpols
and other institutions in the Corporate Area. But Kingston is not
Jamaica., And in any case Kingston is so much better served than amy
other part 9f Jamaica in this as in so mahy other respects, If our
dentists have any sort of idealistic concept of service then I thik

it is thelr duty to tackle éeriously the grievous dmntal problems



of rural Jamaica., At the risk of offending some of my dentist friends
let mé say that beside this desperate national need I find the

Dental Association's preoccupation with being consulted over the
Dental Act rather small-minded. This business of decent dental

care for the people in the remote areas of Jamaica 1 undamental

to health and therefore to the productivity of t e o If weme

to achieve any of our national targets then w Ehg;' ave a vigorous
and healthy people = and the beginning of gcQ&ﬁlth is in the math,

And so I hope our dentists will set as mall-mindedness and
rise to the challenge of a national alvservice that will bring
oral hygiene to the remotest cor his island.

Another, and almost equal up®ent challenge is to our young

doctors, Here agai?rthe Co ate Area 1s very well served while In
bertain'country'zé%a; tor 1s expected to cover a vast area,
.There are places wh . have health centres but because the

country doctor is BWervorked he cannot get to these centres for

weeks and evgn m s at a time, And still our young doctors seem
only int e:ﬁbin pracébising in the big towns. Again I say tﬁat

if the doctors want us to take their professions of nationalis
and ;ﬁ::)ktism seriously then they must give us reason to take tham
seriously, If Jamaica is to go forward then the present vereadhh
patriotism of so many young professional Jamaicans must give way

to the making of a genuline contribution. And nowhere are the needs
for a genulne contribution.as great as in bringing decent dental ad
medical seriyices to the.people of the remoters areas of rural Jamailca.
Living with electricity, running water, hospitals and many dentists

and doctors around us, we often forget that more than half the populat

does not enjoy these things. Let us begin to redress this, Goodnight.



l.Christmas Work Follow up
2.Independence Stock Issue = ILetter

No. 599

NEWS COMIENTARY
For trensmission on
Wednesday Dec., 5 at 6,15 p.m.
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good Evening: On Saturday November 24 I told you that the
Christmas Work progremme should be well mm under way by Monday November
26 I told you this because I had checked on the details and because
I had spoken to Mr, Donzld Sangster, the Minister of Finamee, and he
hed told me that his Ministry had given the go-ahead forIChristmas
Work a week earlier, Mr, Sengster said thet xkExmzmEy telegrams had
gone out to local authorities and that somethiné like £400,000 could
be spent on work between that date andlchristmas.

Well, since I told you all that'I had iettersfrom listeners from
2ll over the country as well as az number of telephone calls from
people in the Corporate Area, | One letter, from a Mr. Johnson of
Albany in St. Mary is fairly-xreépresentative of thekind I have received
from country areas. It ééys‘"I heard you speak about Christmas |
work to be given taq the.people everywhere, But we the people of
bottom Albany in4St. Eary have contacted the Parish Council and
also the ?ubli¢y Works Department and we were told that there is none
so I have written to you as a commentator to mzke a comment on this
matter becs2wSe we are in dire need in this part of the Parish,"
This letter was dated November 29 nearly a week after I made my
broeadcast, I sincerely hope that Mr. Johnson and people of bottom
Albeny have by now started on Christmas work, ¥uxx For the information
of Mr. Johnson Mr. Leopold Lynch the Ministér of Local Government
announced on November 16 the amounts of money allocated for a2ll the
Parishes of Jamaica, Ten thousand pounds was the amount allocated
for St. Mary for Christmas work, §§§x&§i§i§§g§§§§X;§§§§i§§g¥2§° Q

Government Minister he should contact about this business,
fReERERE XX



Mr. Lynch is the Minister responsible and I suggest that Mr. Johnson
contacts him, But I sincerely hope that there will be no need to
do so and that the people of bottom Albany and the people of all the
other rural areas of Jamaica are by now getting their fair share of
Christmas work, Things have started very late this year and there
seems to be a certain amount of confusion as well as an‘element of
EzZx playing politics but I hope that none of these wiil interfere
with the Christmas work which means Christmas cheer fof S0 very many

Jamaican familips

Another letter I received came frqm the=firm of Investment Dealers
Annett & Co., dealing with my comments‘of November 26 when I discussed
the Jemaica Independence Léan Isste, | The Company feels that I may
have given the impression thatany investors who teke up the new 6%%
stock would have their savings Tied up until the final redemption date
in 1983, They vnoint ot that Jamaica Government stock is gmikkox gilt—
edged and very marketable.‘ In other words nobody will have any
difficulty a% all im\ Selling their stock at any time, Let me quote
the Company'ss,own words "We would appreciate your telling the Jemaican
Public tha% their holdings of Jamaica Government stock are highly
marketable, If this were generally known, it is possible that several
‘hitherto untapped pools of savings could be channelled into gilt-edged
investments,"

I am very happy to pess on this information and may I suggest
Jameaica Government stock as a wonderful Christmas gift this.. year,

Goodnight,



No 600 United Fruit Co. & Banana Industry o
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on :
Thursday Dec 6 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I am very happy about the return to Jamaica's
banana industry on a large scale by the Unlited Fruit any. 1
think getting the United Fruit Company to come b is scale
is a piece of business for which this gover ¥N§~ eneral, and
Mr. Gyles in particular, deserve great credi think we should
all of us be happy about this, if for oWier reason than the fad

fair new

that a/number of/jobs will be creatpg.But although this point is
very important to workers in theK

deal more to it than just thatV

It was only 1last Frid?at I gave you figures comparing
Jamailca's banana prodm% er acre with productibn in some of |
the Central and So‘ erican countries. You will remember that
we produce onl@ ons of bananas on an acre while quombia
produces fi tog, Costa Rica 6,7 tons and Brazil 11.75 tons,

I told y x that in the face of these figures I found the

industry, there 1is a great

argqézs:l ut the use of mechanical means rather pointless bé&cause
unles

improved our production by any means possible, the
competition would forece us out of the banana business, The presenc
of United Fruit on this scale means, quite simply, that we are gohg
to improve production. And you know, whether the unlons orlthe
workers or anybody else likes it or not, lmproving production meas
adopting certain attitudes and certain courses of action. You
cannot cling to old=fashioned and out-dated attitudes about soil
usage and the economice of farming and improve output. In order to

improve output you must nurse and nurture your soil with the same’
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care and attention that a good engineer gives'to his machines, And
the reason should be the dame, The engineer is not sentimental abait
his machine, he does not keep it polished and oiled and in good
running order because he loves it: he does 1t because that 1is the ﬁay
in which he gets maximum service out of it., Loving or not loving is

not the important point: getting maximum service, up efficiengy,

that 1s the ilmportant point. And it 1is importan{\h rgus to develwom

a businesslike attitude to agriculture. The e to agriculture
as a sort of social welfare agency still
still regarded as
pne of the key means of easing the un

s. Agréculture 1is
ent situation., And so you
have four or five men spending two ee days doing what one man
and a machine would do in half,a d The reason for this is that
three or four men would be neggivggd if we used only one man and:

a machine: so we choose what we consider humane and inefficimt.
But are we being al kind to ourselves and to our agricuitur&’

I think not., I t 3:::>at unless we do in fact make a business of
our agriculture ay will come when it will collapse entirely. Bit
if we do in N, make a business of 1t, and a profitable business,
then w 1e face)yvith some serious problems the chief of which

wille employment., But the money we make from a successful and

businesslike agriculture could then be used to help create other jbs.

key point is that in order to survive in today's tough world our

agriculture must be compeﬁ%ive. This lesson does not seem to have
been really learnt yet., I welcome the return on a big scale of tle
United Fruit Company because I think they will help bring this most

important lesson home to us, Goodnight,
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_NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday Dec 7 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good évening: I welcome the news that the government is to.
hold an inguiry into sanitary conditions in Harbour But I hae
that such an inquiry wiil not be confined to Harb@ only because
this is not a problem which is confined to a 1§\§ ousing estate.
Well/ over a year ago I discussed this prob?ééE???éewerage ‘system
for Kingston. And you know, not so ver %o, some sewer mainé
were dug up between Roekfort and Ha @gw. I s'aw one section
of those mains being dug up and t not look as though they
had been used, And I do not kno :e\% has happened to thése mains

since they were dug up. Thwth of the matter 1s that we all seem
- ‘

to have accepted septi

a fact of Kingston life,
Here we are wi eat and growing city on the edge of the
sea, We would ha nought that one of the first things our city

fathers would\:; uld be to lay down regulations setting out the
r

minimum s

Gertai%:j,, ith the sea as near as it is the government itself shaid

have I

conditions under which building would be allowed,

ewerage mains going down to the sea and it should have
been made incumbent for anybody who bulilds in the city limits to Jmy
pipee so that they could be Joined to the sewerage mainé. Wherever
there was electricity and surfaced roads, and wherever the Kingston
and 8t. Andrew Corporation collected rates and téxes, it should
have supplied éhe streets with a single seweepage system to which
each householder in the street could join his own sanitary system,
This is what should jave been done & long time ago. Certainly, when

the pattern of housing development began to emerge an attempt should
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have been made to get rid of the old-fashioned septic pit. If this
had been done ten years ago it would have been so much easiepr to @
and the cost would have been a fraction of today's costs, If it hal
been started when the Mona Housing scheme began it would have been
easier and cheaper than it would be today: if it had been started

when Harbour View or Havendale or any, of the other h‘%é?)g schemes

began, it would have been so much easier,

Now, when we do get round to installil \cmern proper sewerage
system - as we must do sooner or later - t is goling to be
fantastic, The longer things like th{j? g left, the more difficult
and the more costly they become, ceause this business of a

proper sewerage system has beg féhg or so long it is going to

cost the poor taxpayer an gwful . But we must begin some time
and we must begin somewh e?and I think the inquiry into conditim s

at Harbour View cou a useful starting point - but only if it

s seen as a star k:::>int and not an end in itself, If the Harbar
View inquiry 1e93w\t8 a full-scale re-appraisal of the entire'sewaage
syetem, and %ﬁ\f the laying down of mains rkramghkk throughout our
thickl oguNted urban areas, then it would be a wonderful thiﬁg
indetg.

What I should also like to see is for the government to find at
whether there are scientific and cheaper means of waste disposal
~than the costly business of laying a network of pipes, joined to
one main leading down to the sea: but whatever the method, and whdher
costly or not, we must mérdernise our sewerage system, Our septiec

pits become more dangerous with each passing year. They must be

abolished in heavily populated areas, Goodnight.



No 602 The Milk Situation

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Dec 8 at 6.15p.m -
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I want to talk about milk this evening because
it is related to some‘of our most important problems needs. Bub
let me first tell you some of the qualities of mil xxxnxahtns
Milk from a good and healthy and well-cared-for just about
the best food any growing child can have, He horities will
tell you tbat it is an essential part of t t of childrem. Cows
milk is made up roughly of 87 percent four percent fat,
3,35 percent protein, 4.9 percent d .75 percent salt or ash,
We are of course talking about k of a healthy cow. A quart of
milk from such a cow is th qual f three=quarters of a pound gf
good beef, The vitamins Vnd G. in milk make for growing and
for fighting off dis The minerals in milk are calcium, iron ad
phosphorud and th Qp to build bones and teeth and to make rid
red blood, The \ and fats supply the body with heat and energy.

N build body tissue, When you see a young child

~ And the pro
8 with health, whose eyes sparkle almost like twinkling
nd) whose teeth are white and strong and who is a bundle ef
energy = you can be almost eertain that you are looking at a child
who 1s getting a sufficieﬁt supply of good rich milk., And believe me,
this 1s not Jjust something I have learnt from books, It ics something
I have witnessed for myself with our own children and I have seen it
with children érowing up in Europe, in Africa, in America as well as
right here in Jamaica, And you know, the difference between children
who get a fell supply of rich creamy milk and children who do not,

is fantastic., Those who get their milk are lively, strong, healthy,

bright - like growing creatures who could lick the world: those who
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do nbt tend to be dull, listless, weak and sickly and they catch
every passing disease, This is fact, not fancy. The milk drinkers
also tend to by physically bigger and stronger than the non-milk
drinkers, And I do not think I have tell you that the vast majority
of Jamaican children, especlally Jamalcan children i he rurgl
areas, are not milk drinkers, If you say that ey %«ing child
should have at least a pint of milk a day the fraidbwe must
say that the vast majority of Jaqaican chil e not getting thir
fair share of this essential food. @nd go , those Jamaican
children who dé get fresh cows milk_d always get a very good
quality milk, Very few of Jamai ws are tested for diseases,
and the handling of the milk t:i\i

unclean milk is a particulweasy carrier of diseases, For this

eaves much to be desired. And

reason even those chi € o do get milk do not always get the

full value of it. ries like Britain and the United States
there are very ri ws about a pure milk supply. The point is that
good,rich, heal ilk is an absolute essential 1f we are to have a

€0
healthy agd \viWorous community. And/it was with very great intered .

that I g man who is in the milk business and who told me that it

is 53\;§>1e to send refrigerated vans into the country areas with
rich nourish}g%lk that 1s absolutely safe and healthy and sell this
for as little as a sixpence a quart, I saw this man's plant and I
tasted his milk and it was good, If this man can do what he says, an¢
he has convinced me, then I should very much like Mr, Lighbourne ail

Sir Alexander Bustamante to interest themselves in this matter. I

think 1t is of national importance, Goodnight.,



No 603 - J.L.P. Annual Conference

—

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Dec 10 at 6.l15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: From all reports it would appear that the Jamslca
Labour Party's 18th annual conference over the weekep#®was a very
successful affair, I get the impression that thefpjirdd was kamyxx

buoyant
Ehexyxark and that both leaders and rank-and-f e\ ers felt that

the party was in firm control. The mood see 1ave been ?ggtpf
al
high confidence, verging almost on overgago nee: but then,!is

the usual mental state of the party 0 o It was the mental
state of the People's National Pagt il the bitter moment of
defeat exactly eight months ag j:\\§. 7

Certainly, the J.L.P eason to be in high spirits. Not only
did it win power earli tHgE’:;ar, it was also the party which
inaugurated Jamalca pendence and installed Jamaica's first
native g@overnor=G . And both these events will pay high polifical
dividends whgn n the voters go to the polls, The fact that mud
of the gr wowk was laid by others 1s part of the party political
game, ast government inheritédd both the good and the bad that
its ;&;ESLessors left and the same 1is true of this government., And
certainly, even the most ardent P.N.P supporter will agree that not
everything was lovely during the term of the past government: Jamdca
Woolens is very much a case in point. Incidentally, Mr, Lightboune's
announcement at the conference that there will be a public inquiry
is very welcone.

I think possibly the most important reason for the spirit of
confidence at the J.,L.P, conference is the fact that the new governmen

has now developed a real spirit of self-confidence, If I am righthh
this then I think we will notice a sharp difference in approach over

ey



the next few months., We will notice that J.L.P. leaders and spokemen
will become less and less inclined to spend thelr time telling of
all the faults of the past government. This business of being in
power and attacking the record of those who are out of power -
especially when it is done all the time énd at the est opporunit
is a form of inferiority complex, and is a cert ngication of a
sesne of personal uncertainty. It 1is no ac €§\¢ at if you go
through the records you will find that S1i ;Eander Bustamante ard
one or two of the older and more expee %f his Ministers, have

B th

spent least time attacking the re% e past government. They
are sure of themselves, sure of gh‘% abllity to deliver the goods,
I think how that the other Mini 8 are gpowing in confidence theg

too will spend less time ¢ up clay pldgeons to shoot down, -

get me wrong: I g Jaying that past records of past governments
should not be a2 d - all I am saying is that we do not want to
spend too Xti e and energy on that, There are important posit:ﬁe
things o one,

P.NP. propagandists, some of you may remember, put about the
impresSTon that with the J.L.P. in power the country was bound to
go down the drain because only they, the P,N.P., knew how to run it.
I think the J.L.P. has now shown that they can run the country at
least as well, It is obviously silly to try and compare the eigﬁfﬁhs
of the J.L.P, government with the éeven years of the P.,N.P., government
but certainly, on the basis of thelr performance thus far, I for one

see reason for the confidence expressed at the J.L.P's 18th annual

conference, Goodnight.



“o 604 The J.L.P. Conference:
Achievements & Challenges

NEWS COMIMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday Dec 11 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last night I told you that I personally could
understand the spirit of confidence that prevailed a he JL.Ps
annual conference over the weekend., This does notgo rse, mean

that I go along with those who have suddenly disgo d the wonderful

{genius' possessed by almost every leader o amaica Labour Party,.
I am always suspicious of overstatément an r-selling - and I an
not sure that it ever does anybody or cilety or any country

any good, In fact, if you look ry you will find that it was

the countrfes and the societi andWhe individuals who sold themselve

the twin pups of their uni ess and their genius who have caused
moet of this world's trou o« 0l1ld Joe Btalin who murdered millions
was a unique genius<:§:i. he fell from communist grace; Adolf Hitler

was another geniu

e plunged Europe and the world into the mot

terrible bloodb f all time; and strutting little Mussolini was

another, must pleae forgive me if I do not go along with te
busine uniqueness and genius and any sort of political super-sell
imple reason why I believe the confidence at the J.L.?’E&“ﬁ“
be Justified 1s because I think they have turned the trickiest pgﬁtica
corner any democratic government faces: that of confidence -~ both
internally and externally.

I think it is falr to say that the past government had built
up an enormous fund of goodwill abroad, based largely on the stature
and personality of Mr. Manley. But at the same time that this fund
of goodwill was ©being bullt abroad, confidence in the P.N.P. governme

was ebbing away at home, Everyone, both at home and abroad acceptal

the Manley Administration as an able, stable and progressive one
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dedicated yo creating greater wealth and great opportunity for this
country. And for seven years this is precisely what the Manley
government did. But the wealth and the opportunity it created seemed
to benefit a very small section of the society and most of Xk the job

opportunities were concentrated in the Corporate Arei;%g;d go the

new wealth and opportunities tended to epphasise atise the
wide gap between town and country, between have ve-not. And his,
whether we #ike it or not, resulted in a br of confidence In

the government of Jamaica, he way the pé:E:!y n the bush saw it was
that even the progressive P L.P gove ecame .reactionary and
the servant of vested interest af riod in power, Basically,
the J.L.P. rode to power on th

" Today, elght months laSE;"t e country s money position is

steadier; the balance of € position has improved greatly; the cost

the promied
of living has at lec n held, and although the pattern of/pric

controls seemga fused, 5g;y holdf out the hope of reducing

the cost of liv the level of government spending is up. These

are prett x achievements, But possibly the most important aclieve-

ment o i¥ that the so-called 'little people' of rural Jamaica
seem more to believe that thelr government is genuinely concemed
about their individual and personal little destinies: that government

is a sort of state father who will take care of all his children -
especially the poorer and weaker ones, This, I think is a key achieve=-

ment because withput this kind of trusting faith of a majofity litlle
can be done., The big challenge for the J.L.P. is now to take hold

of this faith and hope and turn it into a creatlive and productive
force., And this will demand political courage and a great deal of

hard work and, of course, a clear direction as to where they are

leading the country, and why. Goodnight.



No 605 : The National Interest v Special Interests

NEWS COMMENTARY ;
For transmission on
Wednesday Dec 12 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: On Saturday evening I told you about the Jamalcan-
who can produce a rich, healthy,full-cream and deli‘%i;,lly tasty
0

milk for as "little as a sixpence a quart. What I tell you

was how this man does it., You will remember t gave you a
chemicél breakdown of the amount of water %bbéﬂm, sugar and
salt as well as the vitamins and miner %you find in top ]
quality milk, Well, this man abou o;il told you has what is
known as an 'iron cowf. This is a rate and complicated mach;ne;
Into thls machine he puts ski powder and all the other
ingredients needed to make e quality of milk of which I told

you on Saturday. All t n goes through the machine and comes

out at the other en e her in cartons or bottles as a clean and

richly blended @il N\Nwithout any risk of dangerous germs because

thefe 1s no X ®ow involved that might be carrying some disease
such as t nd the.whole operation 1s automatic. When we had the
U.S.Q re a few weeks back the:y used this man's milk because

they d it the safest - and American are, as you know, very fussy
about clean food.

Anyway, on the face of it it would seem that‘this sort of opeatio:
would be ideal here, The children in rural Jamaica are in desperate
need of this kind of nourishing milk, if they are to grow strong in
mind and-body and straight young citizens of tomorrow. But unhappily
things are not as simple as that., :

We have a dairy industry in Jamaica. This gives work to a nunter

of Jamaicans and gives a livelihood to a lot more, If this milk

from the iron cow is sold at a sixpence a quart the chances are that
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it will seriously upset the financial situation of the loéal dairy
industry; it might even lead to a collapse of that industry. Certaily,
the Manager of United Dairy Farmers expressed grave concern about
‘this possibility in a letter which was published in the Gleaner on
October 17th of this year, His concern however, w he milk :
industry in the Corporate Area, X¥XEERERRRXXE @ifically said
that the housewife in the Corporate Area wii{ Eot ay two shillings
“for a gquart of fresh milk when she could & at half that price,
My concern is that this fres h milk mavailable to school

children and esﬁecially to growin@‘ children in rural areas;
and if it can be supplied at a szags ce a quart then I am all for

it.

And so, as you seeql e is a real problem, a real conflict

of interests, If thg n th the 'iron cow' of whom I told you
on Saturday is allld 0 produce and sell as much reconstituted
fres h milk a s he might and most likely will end up putting

the dairy ‘Qgitr out of business = except for the wm cowés milk
that i@to the condensery =- because he can sell as good or an
beyer product at less than half the price they charge. Naturall;
in its own interests, the industry will try to contain such a han.
But you know, there is the national interest too. For me the moét
important aspect of the national interest is that there should be
an abundant supply of cheap safe milk for all our growing children;
and of course there is the cost of living too. ’It seems to me that
here we have a claasic example of a conflict between the national
interest and a special interest., I hope a compromise is possible,huf

if it is not then we must decide which of these two interests shoud

prevall - the special or the national? Goodnight,
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No 606 The Manners and Morals of Leadership

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Dec 13 at 6.,150.m
Peter Abrahams speaking :

Good evening: For the past two days I have been doing a sort

of private and personal public opinion poll on Tuesda night'é raher
nasty flare-up in the House of Representatives. ‘:Ez>ink that 1T

the Members of the House had heard some of the G on their

behaviour it would have caused them to think eriously.

Let us be frank about it. On Tuesday a number of our

elected representatives turned our p into an ugly and sordid’

place of shouting and screaming a @ ng. And all the nation
looked on and listened. Some Q & buse that was hurled across

the floor of the House was 80 dly personal that it caused at

least one patriotic Jamal woman to weep for her country.

Now, let us no o be 'holy holy' about this matter. You
cannot conduct pa ities in a genuinely free society like a
church fair or ay tea party. Sparks are bound to fly sometims,
and a good & it is that they should. I have sat in the visitors'
galler L€ British House of Commons and I have watched and
list®ged YWhile the late Mr, Aneuran Bevan laid the lash of hié iz
brilliant Welsh tongue on Sir Winston Churchill or the Tory farty or
VMr, Anthony Eden - as he then was - and the performance was dazzling
and uplifting and stimulating. And I have seen and heard Churchill

and Eden and others lash béck with equal sharpness and vigour. But
always, no matter how rough the going became, no matter how hot
tempers became, no matter how cutﬁing the'words, neither the governmen
Benches nor the Opposition Benches ever forgot the dignity of their
parliament, or the faect that the nation was watching and listenin@

“And so you rarely - if ever - heard any Member calling any other



Member a liar or a stinking liar or a filthy liar or a despicable
person or a stinking fool or making naéty remarks about the personal,
private and marital affairs of any other member. If you felt sp
strongly that you really wanted to cut a man to the quick then you
had to think and find the right words that would cu'@, without

reducing the dignity of parliament. And believe )%
British House of Commons gets into a really \

when the

d their is mare
real verbal fireworks than I hav e seen d ard at elther Headqubers
House or Gordon House., And what makes %e of Common's verbal 7
fireworks so exciting is that it is %ﬁ, is bright, 1t is
brilliant and it is witty at time never have the kind of vulgar
swearing performance that was a\ggpssed at Gordon House of Tuesday
night., Quite frankly, I NEE&a@hamed'of the manners and morals
displayed by our nati ders on Tuesday night.

But much more than my being ashamed is the effect of
)

this sort of u y Wl on people's attitudes to parliament and to
politics and to
politivians.q AsNT is the attitude to/politiciare is not a healthy
one: you \kamples of this in the widespread use of the words
'pol% ' and 'politrickstere'. These words clearly imply éontemgt
And t is very wrong., Poliités and politicians are an essential
part of the democratic life of this country. To bring them into
disrepute &8 to bring parliamentary democracy itself into disrepute.
And once that happens then all our freedoms are in grave danger.
For this reason the manners and morals of our elected representaties
must be above reproach. So, let us not have another such ugly‘disﬁhyﬁ
in future, The dignity of parliament 1s essential to democracy.

Goodnight



No 607 Television: B g TR |
Buropean or American Service

NEWS COMMENTARY
For tran&mission on
Friday Dec 14 at 6.l15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On Friday of last week the Jamaica Chamber of
Commerce held a special meeting at which they discussed the question
of television and television sets for Jamalca. The mainly

"W,

interested were Kingston merchants whose busin (& ude the

importing of radio of atelevision appliancei<23..' think one can
5

fairly say that this was a meeting of a s?% : nterest group
representing prospective importers of@ sion sets. And because
television is going to affect the% this country more profoxm-ly__
than any other medium of communca I think 1t is especially |

important that we examine all t nterests involved in this busines#

e aih S

with the greatest care.

I think that when ny proposition or any question about
television comes first question we should ask is: In whose
interest is t 2 re are of course times when the special 1nteres}

and the na al interest are the same, When that happens we are I

a very e situation., At other times the speciai interest and the,;
national ifiterest only go along up to a_point and then some sort-d’tm
comprolfise has to be made, And then there are times when you hé&e
a straight conflict between speclal interests and na.tionall 1nter"ed3.‘r
When that happens, whoever has greatest responsibility and the pow g
od decision decides what to'do about it. A case iﬁ point was the |
decislon of the three other interests not to take part in the televf}
consortium that the government proposed. They had the power of

decision, they did not like the government's offer = presumably,

because thej did not like the terms under which they were invited

invest - and so they turned it down: they had the right and the
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power to do this, and neither goﬁernment nor the J.B.C. bawled about
this declision. By the same token the government had the right and

the power to decide how television should operate in this country.

It has decided that it must be primarily for the good of society

and that the advertiser should have no influence on amming, And
so there will be no sponsored programmes as such%ﬁots will

be sold. The advertisers and the advertising \ may have pr@rre_
something different but I am glad to note th they are accepting

the new state of affairs with grace, 2 Q

8o, let us look at the approac the merchants in this liglt
Let us call a épade a spade and %nat thefir pricipal interest
is likely to be to sell as man :,Xrision sets as they can and get
as decent a margin of prof%possible. Fine: I see nothing wrong
wlth this, What I am happy about are two key points that
came out of that me@. First, the merchants are mounting a
campaign against e of the European system of television because
80 they say,qlt uld xEar make it impossible to import low=cost
Xnd American television sets, And the second point

new or @

is thal\IMQmeeting has decided that they will put an 80% mark up
on t@ces .of all the sets they sell.. On the first point, tha
of whether we should use the American or European system, Mr. C. R
Dickensen, a professional engineer, and the Chairman of the Joint
Gr'oup. of Professional Engineers, published a very clear and detailed

letter in Tuesday's Gleaner setting out the technical reasons why

the European system of television is preferable. Prease getioit-o ——

But there is more than Just
the technical reason: I will tell you about that and about this

80% mark up in price tomorrow evening. So, till then, goodnight,



Guality & Cost

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Dec 15 at 6.15p.m 1
Peter Abraham speaking - |

Good evening: Last night I told you kXkak of Mr. C.R. Dickensonﬂ

=

letter in last Tuesday's Gleaner in which he showed using the
Eupean system in our televiésion would sult us betjer

using tle
American system., This i1s such a clear letter o t 1mp6rtant
matter by! an englneer of very great ex;;erien@a\c all who are ;
{nterested should make & polnt of readingY I"4think 1t establldhesl
beyond any doubt the superiority of % pean sysig;“ 7?‘rom the
technical, frequency and price p 1% view, :

In addition to that let 1 ::hkion the question of quality.
Whether you like it or not mﬁz\ggheralisation; the quality of

s
B.B.C. televigidnn is syeRlor to that of commercial televsision:

I am of course talk‘lll out programmes, I was in Britain in the early

days of B.B.C. t &on and I had a chance to watch the service
; commercial ,
grow, I have a en a great deal of American/television, I thirk

it would ethkgous bias to say that everything on B.B.C. televésin
wag, O &perior to everything on commercial televieion either

in ri®a or in European. This is just not true. Commercial televisio
both in the States and in Brisaéln has produced some magnificent
programmes, Indeed, commercial television has at times produced a
programme that was better than anything on the B.B.C. So I am not
saying that everything on the B.B.C. is at all times better than
everything on commercial television. Whatll am saying is that the
general standard, the general quality of B.B.C. television prgrammes

is vastly superior to that of commercial television. And nowhere is

this quite as striking as in B.B.C. programmes for children and BE&C.
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documentaries on what 1s known as fundamental education. I think fhat
in this reppect even the programmes of the FEuropean commercial stadons
will be of greater value to us that the vast bulk of American T.V.

films., So, purely from the point of view of the kind and quality o

‘programmes that we need and want, I am all for the pean system;
But this does not mean that we are excluded from er programnmes,
any more than the Europeans are excluded from ' programmes -
especilally when it comes to major live progr like the installing
of a new President or some big sporting e A single transformer
e T B A |
(a very costly one , it is true) will that we get American

A
pictures as clearly as we get ptci\\v rom the rest of the world.,
e

8o really you see, the only p le Who should object to the introduct!
of the European system of \‘v& are those who have agencies/ |

to sell American televisi ets and who now‘face the préspect of
watching while all fits go to the fortunate ones who have
European agencies @for these people to expect, or even to ask,
that their inter should prevall over the national interest, is

a little \an unreasonable, Television, when it comes, must be
in the ce of all Jamaica - not in order to bring special prdits
and gﬁég;’l opportunities to any section, unless they coincide with
the national interest: and the American system iing chincide with tie
interests of some merchants; iéﬁgizg\

A
interest. And as for the 80% mark-up proposed, I think it is prolibit:

not coincide with the national

In Burope the mark-up is between 25% and 30%. And that should be
quite adequate for Jamalca - even if the government has to make it

8o by regulation., Gbodnight.



is no way in which you can measure this sort of thing, or even refer
to it in a official statement, no mention will be made of what seas

to me the most crucial’point of the meeting. Indeed, I am reasonably
certain that the two leaders will not even discuss the matter as such.
But it will be there behind everything they say to e other, And

I think the only way we will see what wh=ak was acl e%n this '
business of a meeting of minds will be reflecte e policies o

the two countries on major matters over the elve months,

I think, for instance, £hat one im QSE?B'pointer that would be
of some signifance to us would be th Qm to which tﬁe two leads
can work out some sort of agreeme t@he approach to the Cuban 2
problem, Britain and the Unite S::%!s have not behaved as though

they see eye=-to-eye on Cub a::!ﬁfthe American blocade which fofed
the Russlan misslges o 0 uba, Britain had ignored the ke American
call to put econorrii re on Cuba, Now that America's tough

policy has been v ed in terms of Cold War polities, 1t would

be interesti t e if there is any shift in British policy. In

juage of' the State Department policy-makers, the

Britis tended to persue a ‘'soft' line in the Cold War,

thnk that if there is any sort of meeting of minds between

the two leaders then it will feflect itself in a slight but percerible
shift in policy on both sides. British poliey in relation to the Cold
War will become tougher without becoming unreasonable of extreme,
American policy, now sold on the fact that only toughness pays, will
become a deal more flexible than 1t has been in recent years, becase
it can now negotiate from a psychologically proven position of stmgth
And this can change the shape of world politics in the coming yean,

Goodnight,



No 609 . 1) Polio & The Over Five-years
_ 2) Casino Gambl®ng & Public Opinion

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday Dec 17 at 6.l15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: It is getting so near to Christmas that I hesimte
to tackle anything really grim at this time; so let me get this

particular point of concern to our health authorit e%quickly as

posgsible, :
The news of the polio outbreak in Br'it)< Ekna shows how
he

accurately our own health authorities assv
r

. year would be a polio year and so Nted to counter it with the

situation and

acted on it., They told us that it log y much as though next

large-scale oral waccination campa for the under-fives. Now,
when the outbreak does reach ujsihﬂ!

youngest and our most susceptible

citizens will be effectitNlWprotected, I think this is a wonderffil

piece of foresight g anniing on the part of our health authorities,
But this, I is only voping with the most extreme end
of the problem, 11 know that the Polio virus 1s not so selectivé‘

as to only %\ﬁek the under=fives, The under-fives may be most
susceptagl they are not protected; but children over five, yomg
men a ung women, middle-aged people and old people can also be
hit by .thls crippling and killer disease, So I should like our
authorities to find ways and means of making this mew oral vaccination
available to theée people too,

I know many parents of children over-five who are very anxiows
about their six-and seven=-and eilght and nine and ten and eleven am
twelve~-year-olds, Parents of children in these age-groups zkEx have
checked with their doctors only to discover that they cennot get this
new oral vaccine - even if they are in a position to pay for it, W

own family is in this self-bame position: we have three youngsters
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between the ages of eight and fourteen and like thousands of other
parents, my wife and I are worried and will go on being worried
until we can vaccinate our children against the approaching Polio
virus which is now spreading in British Guiana as it travels in

this directian; So I sincerely hope that our health orities

will make this new oral vaccine available to the e the commuity
as soon as possible, B& all means take care ’h~i der fives fimt,
But once you are satisfied that you have egou in stock to take

care of them then release the remainde %over-fives, preferably
-to the youngsters first, then to th exagers, and so on down the

line. \

Now for a quick word on Tg§§£9m and Casinos. 1In a speech at
the official opening of t evay Bay Hotel on Saturday Mr. Robert
Lightbourne, the Minis rade and Industry, said flatly that
he will not permit «@. in Jamaica., So that settles that. The one
important thin t you to note is that this clear statement from.
the Minister 6me after this particular question has been publicly,
and often ~g:ﬁtly debated in the country. ©So, both the governmat
-and t@ ster had a pretty clear idea of how the majority of
Jamaic - or to be‘more accurate, the leaders of majority opinion in
Jamaica, like the churches for instance = feel about Casino gambling.
And there is very little doubt that majority opinion is against it
And so, like the previoﬁs‘government they were influenced by public
opinion on this matter, And this is the great value of public ppinbn.
It can, and in a healthy csociety, it does E:X;K:HKE powerful influmce
on policy, And for this reason it should be vigilant and responsible,

Goodnight,



No 610 Kennedy-Macmillan Meeting

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Dec 18 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: The American President, Mr, John Kennedy, and
the British Prime Minister, Mr, Harold Macmilian, will meet and

: will
hold talks in the Bahamas tomorrow. In the main the%xlks wmukd

be a sort of clearing of the air, a working out @ approach
to common'problems. They will not necessari gh‘i s a series of
specific problems to which they must find _sp filc and concrete

solutiohs: it will be more an attempt ayrive at ‘a sort of meeting

dramatic to come out of these me

of minds, In this sénse it would% ng for us to expect anythlng

will be very important prevv because it will be the streamlinig
of an attitude. So, 1% ok af this question of the Shaping of
an Anglo-American towards today's problems in the world,
Recently @ . Kerinedy's top advisers, Mr, Dean ﬁét.cheson,
rather upsethegritish by saying they are not the power they once ,:
were or mink they are, My guess is that the real point Mr.

Dean Q; on was making was that the United States should stop

A.ndv yet, what will come OW the meeting of these two leaders

treat Britgin as thdugh she were an equal partner in the business
of making Western policy. But lMr, Altcheson ondy represents one
pointAof view in American thinking and there were some equally
influential people who were quick to repudiate his views, But I

think we ought to face the fact that this is one line of.thinking.
And my own view is that it is a line of thinking that will increashngly
prevgil. And so I think one of the big points behind the Kennedy-=-
Macmillan talks will be the emtent to which American thinking and

American action will be influenced by the British, And since there



No 611 The‘cﬁurch and Tombstones

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on -
Wednesday Dec 19 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams spsaking
Good evening: On Saturday the Associated Press news service
carried a news item from London which has disturbed me very greatkﬁ

But let me set out the story in all its detail for y‘éi;,
idow, She

Mrs, Dorothy Wilkinson is a seventy-five=-ycaf-

is an Anglican and her church is the church oqx‘

which is a - suburb of Greater London. When Ler Qusband died, Mrs,
_Wilkinson had him burried in the churc IR . hen she erected a
tomb to him and on the tombstone s aQy the following words printed:

'Forever in my thoughts',. ) S [ZQ b

T
Well, the vicar of the chw then went to the Church of Engend

ry's in Ealing,

Court and applied to the Court to order ﬁrs. Wilkinson to
remove those-words fro ombstoné° The vicar saidf and now I am
quoting hés own wor- is necessary for the Church to take a -
strong Christi 3 » We belleve that strong expressions of affeclion
or grief ar napMropriate.," He also went on to say that burial was
becomin ~$g§gan'in these days.

%& rday the Church Court sat and upheld the application o
the vi . It ordered Mrs, Wilkinson to remove the words: 'Forever
in my thoughts' from her husband's tombstone, A weeping Mrs. Wilkhgon
said: "I thought the inscrpition suitable, My husband meant everything
to me, The words 'Forver in my thoughts' are quite true.," And then,
as an afterthought, she added: "I can't afford to remove it as I hwe
only got a pension coming in,"

"That, in essence, is the story that came over the Associated
Press service on Saturday. A seventy=five year old lady who has the

memory of her husband forever in her thoughts is told that by putthg
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those words on his tombstone she 1s doing éomething wrong and is
ordered to remove the words. And her local priest who is responside
for this action says that strong expressions of léwe or sorrow are
inappropriate, Inappropriate to what? Is 1t inapprbpriate for a

Christian to love strongly or to sorrow deeply? Is 1%x>propriate
>

for a Christian to carry the memory.of such a lov r in his

N' Reverend

hat the Chureh of

England Court agreed with him,
I frankly find this whole busi leost unbelievable, It is

of course poselble that I have mi @me high point of Theology
or thet the Associated Press sgh‘z,;eft out something very importat,

or her thoughts? It would seem that this is j

Richardson feels and thinks and it would sgem

But I do not think the latt true, and if thelr is some high

point of theology that missed, I should be most grateful to

anybody who can set @» 1t on it,

At this mogen looks to me quite simply as though some poor
old lady is ingWullied and harassed by exactly the people who
should be QegXor'ting her in mind and spirit. And you know, for all

the fauXsWf 1its servants, the church,i® in all its branches, 1s and

should the ultimate comforter., And hounding an old-age pensioner
late
for recording that her/husband is is forever in gfr thoughts seems

to me lacking in Christian charity: and charity is the greatest o

all the Christian virtues.‘ TEeEEsaal.
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No 612 Parliament's Christmas Recess

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Thursday Dec 20 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evenlng: .The House of Representatives rose for the Chrimas

recess on Wednesday. And as usual when it‘comes to Thristmas
adjournment, our parliament was the h.eart and so %therly
love. People who, a week ago last Tuesday, w &ng curses at
each other, were so sweet to each other yest@that you x;vould
not have believed they were the same p *

The Speaker sald that he may h e wrong from time to time;
that he may have made mistakes, t even Judges sometimes
misdirect th'eméelves. He adde ;&he great thing was to learn
from one's mistakés, Ic not agree more with Mister Speaker,
Unless we learn from o Qszjzgs, there can be no golng forward,
And I think both tk@ er and the House must learn that in todg's
Jamalca the sort aviour that took place in Parliament a week
ago last Tuegda s not impress any more, We expect a'gertain
standard eMaviour ffom our leaders and if they fall below that
standa y must expect criticism, If they learn this lmportant
1esé§h:§>en the ugly events of just over a week ago may yet prove
to be a blessing in disguise, If, on the other hand, the Speaker or
any other member of our Parliament tries to silence wvalid criticism
then, I am afraid, they will have learnt nothing from last week's
ugly scenes in parliament, Mister Speaker's remarks yesterday lead
me to believe that they have in fact learnt - and that is a good
thing. .

All our lembere of Parliament, on both sides of the House, ageed

that this was a great year for Jamaica, In this one single year

Jamalca RimaX put the finishing touches to her instruments of
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independence = which entailed a high degree of jolnt action by the

two opposing p6litical parties, Then, with everything set and the
date for independence selected, Jamaica went to the polls and retumed
the Jamaica Labour Party to power after seven yeafs of People's
National Pabby rule. The came independence and the great celebrations

And contrary to many dark and gloomy and fearful war%a, there vas.

no trouble. . @
Next there was the trip to London wher ct's Prime Miniser

e
took his place for the first time at a Co %‘n Prime Minister's
Conference = and Jamaica's free aﬁd e rtnership within the ;
| Commonwealth was formally acknowle llext there was Jamaica's
election to Membershlp of the Uni @tions Organisation, . '
And here at home we saw th ginnings of a change in the basic

policies of the country :Ee%ally, the change expresses itself

in a shift in emphaéis the years the wholesale and retail

distribution sect he economy had assumed a disturbing importance
: 2 gg

In 1960 it con d over 40 million pounds to the gross domestic

producﬁgnd oM it contributed over 38 million pounde - and in
both year was the biggest single contributor to the Gross Domestic
Produect t section of the economy which built nothing and grew

nothin®- the most unproductive section - was the strongest, and

this was a serious situation. The shift in emphasis ics in fact a
shift away from this situatioﬁ.~ It is also, in declaration at leab

so far, a shift towards a greater share of what there ia for rural
Jamaica., And all these things, those that were achieved and those
that are still alms, came to pass in the parliamentar& year that

that came to an end yesterday. It was indeed a great year for our
.parliament, And so let me wish our M,P.s a happy and restful Christmas

Goodnight.,



NO 613 . Christmas and Animals

il 37 T

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Friday Dec 21 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Those of you who have been more or less faithful
listeners of mine over the years since 1 first started these news

commentaries - beginning elsewhere and then comin %- ‘will
14258’

recall that I alwaye talk about Christmas and ag at just i
about this time of the year, So let me try @ nage ‘you again

to think of the animals as you celebrate wristmas this year.,
And I think that one of the ways in'w n think about the
animals practically is to make sur ; they do not get frightened

and terrorised by bangers and qu}\a his year, My own -lmpréssion
is that thingé have improved gr y &bout this sort of thing.

Little boys seem to me é ore thoughtful about throwing crackers

aﬁd bangérs at cats ’.,And I think parents can with justice
take credit for b i(ZfE) out the decent impulses in their youngstas;
I think - and told you so in past years = that youngsters
will be on ~‘Qf 'lad to do the right thihg once they get a leadj
from thgi ents, And you know, it is very rarely that you find
littge rls who are cruel or thoughtless about animals, I think

the basic reason for this is that mummy's way 6f 'showing off' to
her little daughter is more likely to take peacefﬁi and gentle fams
like making pretty things to wear or eat and being gentle with
creatures, She does not have to impress her child by showing that
she 1s skilful in her stone-throwing or in her shooting or 1n‘her
setting of tr&ps. These are the ways in which a father impresses
his son. These are supposed to be the 'masculine' ways. And so it

is that this business of trying to be a man's man will lead both

man and boy intc acts of cruglty to animals, not because they mean



e
to be cruel but because they feel this is the way a man's man is
subposed to behave, I have seen a great decline in this attitude
over the past five years or so. But some of this attituﬂe still
remains., And I think women can help greatiy to put a stop to it.
) 05 they make it plain to their menfolk ~ both their grown-up menfak
and their little menfolk - that theke is nothing 's ' or 'cissy'
ébout being gentle to animals I am sure this wil c%reatly.
Most of the, cruelty 1s not intentional, It is 15&{ and thoughtles,
And I think we are all of us gullty of this mof cruelty, both'

with each other and with animals, The erence 1s that while
talk back at us.

we can talk back at each other, the alls cannot/, And so it is
up to us to think for them in a \@t we do not have to think for

each other,

Finally, I would like to think about the Jamaica Soclety
for the Prevention of wo Animals and of the Animal Hospital
and Clinic., Betwe irst of April 1961 and the 31lst of March
of this year the Hospital took care of’a total of 9,913
creatures thagt n some sort of clinival treatment. Nearly two
thousand a had to be kept in the hospitalg nearly fifteen
hundré to be destroyed; and the ambulance had to go out of call
neargo-thousand five hundred times. And over seventy-five peramt

of this had to be done free of charge. And the Society geté only

fourteen hundred pounds a year from the government as a grant. So,

the Soclety and the Hospital are always broke, So why not send a
Christmas gift to the animal Hospital at 115 Spanich Town Road,

Kingston 14. That would be a truly Christian gesture, Goodnight.

— (e ey —— — S



No 614 2 Christmas and Courtesy

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Dec 22 at 6.l5p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I have, during this week, watched as the pace

of everything quickened, And I have noticed that people are driVing

 faster and seem less willing to give way to anybo Se) on the Py

roads. We have already had a number of nasty ac o resulting

in death and tragedy and heartaches, And u «6 2 take 1t easy

we are likely to have more disaster on th?. S0, pléase give
wag and let somebody filter into the {gifﬂi line. They are probably
Jjust as anxious as you: to get som@. Above all, please be
charitable if somebody is in e’kﬁ‘n . If they are in the wrong
accidentally, they will apgrecia your charitableness: 1f they

are in the wrong intenti kyour charitable attitude may shame
them into better be %ext time, And please look out for
’people on cycles g:;:!ple on foot who are trying to cross roads,
The fact thét e not in cars does not mean that they are any
less human \qy less entitled to consideration. An" if you hax're
had a t\e roo much to drink, take it easy. Let somebody else

dri yoy). Or, if you have no driver with you then pull up on the
gside of the road and take a rest; it might clear your head and it
may make all the difference between a happy Christmas and a tragic
one, I know that when you have had a féw too many you always feel
that you can cope: this again is part of that thoughtless masculire
vanity and I am as gulilty of it as anybodj else - so please, be
careful and suspicious of that spirit of confidence when you've

had a few too'many.' S50, in order to make it a truly happy Christmas
I hope all motorists will be careful and courteous with cach other.

But this does not apply to motorists only. Will truckmen
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who park their trucks 6n highways at nights please make sure that
there is some sort of parking light. Very many Jamaicans have been
killed or maimed because some thoughtless truck driver has parked
his truck in darkness on a highway because he wanted to save a litlle
battery power or a little keresene oil. 1Is it reall orth risking
one life for the sake of a little battery power o k%ene 0il?

I don't think so. So will all truckdrivers all \ maica take

thought for their fellowmen this Christmas %

And will cyclists please stop riding% and ‘four abreast In
busy and heavy traffic. I have seen ¢ s behave as though their
intention was to cause an accidegdl ave enough accidents with-
out this sort of meanness, An t::gb silly-clever young xER cyclists
who weave in and out of he traffic and think they are smart‘when
the overtake on the wrong k— I should like them to pause and #x
think. They are not laying with their -own lives but with other.

people's lives as

And I hop3 ple on foot will stop this business of delibernmbel
forcing cgr swerve dangerously close to oncoming traffic because
they W ot step out of the road. This is the most foolish form

of sNwigg off that I know and it has often ended in grief,

I know that the tempers of shoppers and shop-assistants will
be getting very frayed round about now.And it 1is at times like this
that good manners, that courtesy separates us from the lower order
of animals, The hallmark of civilised living is to be able to show
self-restraint and self-control under pressure, The pressure is on
us., Let us respond like the civilised people we are: let us be

courteous to each other. Goodnight.



No 615 1) The Christmas Accident Rate
2) To All Men of Goodwill

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Dec 24 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Thies morning's news about the number of traffic
accidents we have had in Jamaica so far is very alarmipg, When I
sald this to a friend he shrugged and said: "No ma % only
gseyenteen or so oddvaccidents with about a dozen pl#. Nobody's
been killed yet. Yom can't expect Christmas -a- y without any
accidents."

I think my friend expressed a pr eral ppinion. We are
bound to have a few accldents; let that they are not tdg
serious. The only thing that wr with this point of view is
that the accideﬁt rate is ig factWery cseriows already. Seventeen

‘acccidents seem a very smaN1VWumber, espeéially when you hear about
the three hundred ac %n the United -States so fér; and especially
when you hear tha §:::lerican autﬁorities describe this as a new

low for acciden ng the Christmas period. But let us look at it

a little mor \osely and see what our seventeen means as against
America & hundred accidents, Thé United States has a pépulation
that @mehwere in »the reg/ion of two-hundred million people as
against our\one million-six-hundred thousand odd people., So, in the
American context wmxkz there has been one and one=-third accidents for
every million Americans there are.' In Jamaica, on the other hand,

and using our own population as the yardstick, we have had slightly
more than one accident for every one hundred thousand people we have,
In other words, while the Americans have had one and one-third accidernts
per million people. so far, we have had a little over ten accidents

per million people so far, Using these‘figvres, the proportionate'

picture is that so far over the Christmgs period Jamaica has had

| 2
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seven and & half accidents for every one accidentlin the United Stateé
So please do not dismiss this accident business, The rate is terrible;
and only you and I, the people ﬁho ﬁse the roads, can bring it down.
Christmae should be a Joyuous and peaceful and creative time, not

a time for massive slaughter and damaje on our roads%please,

take care amd make this a truly happy Christmas.

And talking about a happy Christmas, th ‘%\ﬁ issue of Time
Magazine carries an article which shows h % many of us have
departed from the true spirit of Chris :§EE;aerthe heading: The
Blight Before Christmas, the paper%Q?oout the strains and stresse

the average American family faces before the great day. It begins

with these words: "Beginning aWhanksgiving, femily quarrels
become fiercer, relation welatives become more strained,
tradesmen assume a for endliness, and the dispenser of holiday

cheer begins to feere is not an honestly cheery face to be

found anywhere then it goes into detail: about the money spent,

about keepi g\:f ith the Joneses, and the mbunting fenzied rush

that ends n debt, in hot tempers, in bitterness - and, for the
little i en, in a mental state called Santa Claustrophobie, wheﬁ
scream youngsters are forced to sit on the knees of beery commercid
father Christmases..; This 1s not the true spirit of Christmas., The
true spirit of Christmas is to be found in the quiet family x§i§§;3:
in the peaceful family atmoephere, where the little children are the
most important, For, above all else,kChristmas is the celebration

of the birth of the little child, Jesus Christ. It 1s the day of
children and of peace to men of goodwill, Goodnight,



No., 616 Christmas Day.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday Dec. 25 at 6,15 p.m.
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: As usuel I take my Christmas Commentary from the
Bible, The first passage is from Luke Chapter 2:~ And it came to
pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Q9Qsar Augustus,
that all the world should be taxed. And this taxing Wég first made
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria, And all Went.i@ be taxed, every
one into his own city. And Joseph also went u§ fﬁcm Galilee, out of
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto tpg oibywof Devid, which is
called Bethlehem; because he was of thg houserand lineage of David,
To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child, And
so it was, that, while they were %here) the days were accomplished
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn
son , and wrapped him in swg&dling clothes, and leid him in a manger;
besause there was no ro6m“if, the inn., And there were in the same
country shepherds abfﬁi@g in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night, And lo %he’angel of the Lord ceme upon them, snd the glory
of the Lord sione ‘wound about them: and they were sore afraid, And
the anzel ®gdd\unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shell be to all people, For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savioup which is Christ the Lord,
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shell find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes lying in a manger, And suddenly there was with the
eangel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward

0 puger the Lot MelgaGa “Grace o wim ¢ Lordanill”

men", b\ The second passage is from 1 Corinthiens 13 := hough I speak
with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become

as sounding brass, or a tinkling = cymbal. And though I have the

gift of prophecy, and uncerstend all mysteries, and all knowledge
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and though I haveall faith, so that I could remove mountains, and
hsve not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods
to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have
not charity, it profiteth me nothing, Charity suffereth long, and
is kindj; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up, doth not behave itself unsegmly, seeke thpynet her own, ‘is
not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoicethene® ih iniquity,
but rejoiceth in the truth; Beareth all thingé;fkelieveth all things,
hopeth 211 things, endureth 21l things. Charity never faileth:
but whether there be prophecies, they\dhall fa2il; whether there be
tongues they shall cease; whe ther f;ére‘be knowledge, it shall
vanish away, For we know in part, ahd we prophesy ih part, But
when that which is perfect ig, comey, then that which is in pert
shall be done away, When \{ ®as a child, I spake as 2 child, I
understood as a childy~F %hoaéht as 2 child: but when I became a
men I put away chil@dish #hings. For now we see through a glass
darkly; but then'fgﬁg to fece: now I know in pert; but then shall
I know even_as élsovI am Known, And now abideth faith, hope,
charity, (these three; but the grestest of these is charity,

Mey I wish all of you a warm and happy and peaceful Christmas,
Goodnight;



No 617 ] Boxing Day

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmiss ion on
Wednesday Dec 26 at 6,15p.m.
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I hope that you have all had a peaceful, restful
and happy Christian Christmes, And by Christian I do not mean s;mply*w
in the spirit of the q:ﬁristian Church: that is impo ny, butiv ~_d
I am willing to stick out my neck far enough to at the mkuxElk
Christian Church does not always reflect th@pirit of Chrisg 4
at all times, So, when I say I hope you h a true Christian |
Christmas, I exclude nobody because G‘ié?;.} imself excluded nobody

a good Jew himself, And by;' 

He did not exlude the Jew, indeed *
his example I am convinced tha he ould not exclude the Muslim,

Bhuddaist =3
Buhddalst or even the stralght u liever. Anyway, let us get away 1
§Ee

from possible argument, yesterday was a really good day and .

that the youngsters had great fun. : ,j
. which 1s gs long as wi
Ours was a Vv ceful day. For the last sixteentgears my E

wife and I hav 1t a rule always to spend Christmas at home,

When the ch \en came the rule assumed the character of an unbreakabl

I have been on working trips, I have always hurried ~:E
bac o) at home for® Christmas Day,., Because for any Christmas 5
morning to break without the entire family having breakfast around ;:
the lighted Christmas Tree and then opening the Christmas presents E:
would be unthinkable. For us, the coming together of the family
at Christmas is in fact the spirit of Christmas., And so it was
yesterday. And 1 hope it was so for you.too. But for many of you
thie will not be so. e
. In my years in the West Indies I have noticed that there is 7

a great deal of visiting done on Christmas Day., Famllles and

individuals move from one home to another and sort of make the

Sica A = i o
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rounds on Christmaé Day. I have now grown used to it, But I was
surprised when I first encountered this because ih both Europe and‘ »
the Christian parts of Africa Christmas was a day when people stayéd W
at home, The only time they go out 1s to go to Church,.

The gry for outings i1s today, Boming Day. For fle pa2s child inv

Africa, Christmas was always a quiet and rather @1l eligious day.

And Boxing Day wa s the great day of Jjoy. \ _ )
I still remember vividly the pre-daw ws;ang on Boxing Day \

and the fRANTIG PREPARATIONS for the g;Z?t utings, The women who

-

seem never to go to sleep would be baking and packing food.,
And I was always impressed by th that the men seemed to take
orders from the women with an cpstomed humility and fetched and

carried as they were orderv by the women. And then, round about
half past four on Boxi morning, laden with baskets of food and

drink we would all <:;E>e to huge walting busses and make the long
journey out of@ y slums to green places beside rivers and

there would §e¢ mWic and dancing and feasting and singing and playing‘
;nlt‘iti t@ Yay. And I still remember how quickly Boxing Day
alwgzg::s d to pass, And this 1s the way it wéidl be in parts of
Afric day., And you know, it will be like this in parte of
Jamalca too - but %k not, it seems to me, to the same extent that
it was in the Africa of my childhood., But perhaps 1 am being
sentimental, If I am-I am not ashamed: Boxing Day has always been

the same thing as great fun for me, S0, in that spirit, and with

all my very best wishes, a Happy Box to all of you, Goodnight,

— « 78 v G 3
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No 618 The Circus

- NEWS COMMENTARY .
For transmissiém on ; _ o
Thursday Dec 27 at 6.,15p.m . =

Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: We went to the circus yesterday = all five of A

us, mummy, - daddy and the three children, It would no ave been the

same thing if we had not all gone: the whole poi abou going to ¥
the circus 18 that it should be done as a fa m*lﬁ\\! . It 1s never @Q

all that it should be if mummy and daddy ar th the kids, ':

_ E
Anyway, we spent the morning and earl ernoon in traditional |
Boxing Day fashion by visiting friend hen we went to the'fiﬁe '%
5 1

o'clock show, And for two wonderﬂg\he glorious hours we were part

of the two-thousand odd peopleqe:>' re transported into the fairy-=

tale world of high excitem and” great adventure,
But before I mentlon\oye of the acts, let me tell you a little

about this circus b it 1s rather different from the circuses

we are used to. e is a three-rdnged circus: this means that

s 8
e il & X
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there are th{::a e in which three different acte are going on at |

the same 1l the circuses which we have had in Jamaica in the

past h d one ring only, so that all our attention was concentrat
on o@g and one performance, With this one there were four times

when_everybody's attention was so divided between what was going on _g

in Ring One and Ring Three that many youngsters were utterly confuse&i
trying to keep up with two things at the same time. But after a whilgi
they got used to this and the three-ringed circus became an excitiﬁg
-and fast-moving affalr, cramming more acts into the time than the 'f

one-ringed circus can., Of course, for all the big acts they used

only the centre ring and twelve out of the sixteen acte were in the ?;
centre ring, and all of us watched these without any distractions,

And now for the acts themselves. It all began gquietly enoug@ﬁi

] W - » 5 = <
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with impressive and skilful but rather tame acts on ladders in two
‘of the three rings. But as soon as that was over we were treated
to the lion act with Captain Eddy and the African lions snarling

at each other - and we were really gone! We were in a tense, exciting

came excitement of a different kind: first, 1add.% zing high
a ove our heads and then Madelelne Geraldo, \ and strong and =

lovely. and floating high above us doing the t amazing things on i
e 2

and dangeroué world with one man in a cage full of thE;;easts. Nextkﬁ

wh iliimg

the flying trapeze. By this time thing eally moving fast
and you could measure it by the qui d way in which youngsters - |
ahd oldsters - mmzk=E® munched the\ corn or candied apply or floss

or what you will - in a sort o?\es;merised way. And believe me, I

as a part of all this,. Y\ B
Every now and the lowns or the elephants or the '‘only 3

trained Hippopotamu‘ ;)1; e world' brought = moment of ,laugh_ter and

relief from the t n, One such moment was gloriously filled with

laughter as e -year-o0ld little Canestrelll boy, who was part
3 summersault

of the fa ampoline act, did a bouncing =EmMXaEXIE and brought

the Q ouse down, But these were brief moments of relief and the
tensi oon returned with the daring Trapeze act of the flying :
Geraldos and the high swinging perch, and the Rola Bola and the
really nerve-wrecking high wire act by thedJordans, No wonder we
were all a bit limp and dazed when the performance ended,
And to show you what a really great success it was we had a
rough time at home this morning persuading our youngest one not to
rig up a plece of wire and try to walk along it. She now wants to

do the walking on a thin strand of wire act: and we are all on guard,

Goodnight.
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NEWS COMMENTARY 4

For transmission on
Friday Dec 28 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

3

Good evening: Because 1t broke just a few days before
Christmas, a very important piece of news out of Afrfec as gone !

almost unnoticéd: and yet, as far as I am concer h is pvnbablyA%

the most important piéce of news to come ou'tQA~ ca in 1962. So,_ »«
h

let us go back and give this piece of new . ull value it deserves,

A few days before Chréstmas Mr, tler, the British = |

‘ : A

Secretery, RRRENREER who 1s also t Letor 1n olames of Datered j
%

11y that the British Governmeﬁj

had decided'to allow Nyasalanchede from the Central African 4

African affairs, announced almost

2

Federation of the two Rhaoge vand Nyaasaland. And then bedlam broké;
out in both London and 1 Africa, 8Sir Roy Welensky, the Priﬁe ij
Minister ofvthe Cen’ frican Federation, accﬁsed the British »j
Government of y to the white people of Central Africa; he .

2|

said that t ritish Government had an army stationed in Kenya with ;]

the speg tention of forecing Britain new decisionon the settlergwi
and fhen\pe declared that the settlers would fight if necessary, :
In"London reaction was just as violent and the diehard Tory
African Lobby of which Lord Salisbury is such a powerful and eloquent
leader, sounded even more shocked and horrified and bitter than Sir
Roy Welensky. Some of you may still remember that it was just auwsr
Cwo i‘ yeariago that Lord Salisbury unleashed a savage attack on Mr Ian

MELeod who was then Colonial Secretary, The reason for that bitter
L
attack was an attempt to forestall what has now happened. I told
s '
you at the time that the whole affair was extraordinary and the reason

for it was equally extraordinary.
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Lord Salisbury was possibly the most powerful single personalil e
in British conservative politics} he was the senior Conservative :
Minister in the House of Lords untll he resigned Vbecause of~w%at
he described with such bétter savagery as Mr. Macleod's 'indecent

haste' to sell the British empire and the whiie settlers of East and

Central Africa down the drain, % -
What was at stake was whether these territor e to continu

to be dominated by the white settler minopitd r ether the
African majorities were ullitmately to take§ol. And both Salisb

and Welensky knew that the greatest sa a,
and federated
rule was a centralised/settler gove@ under the protection of
)

to continued settler

S

"~ the present, loaded federal consti\ o As long as the Central
African Federation could continag\gﬂﬁer its present constitution, so
long would the white seltler rities remain in political contrpl.r
It was for this réason ; oth were so bitterly opposed to the
secession of Nyasals Q They knew that if Nyasaland seceded it wou-j

he Africans of
be only a matte me before/Northern Rhodesia would demand a

greater shan Kp wer and then withdraw from the Eederé’cion. Now,
all that 8 ury and Welensky feared haé come to pass,

d \hat all this means is that the British Government has now f;
abandon the so-called concept of 'partnership between the races'
which meant that about a million white settlers had more political
power than something in the regibn of twenty million Africans, And
this in turn means that it is only a matter of time before East and
Central Africa will cease to be regarded as 'White Africa', And this f

inturn means that the bastion of 'white supremacy' in Africa has

gahrunk fantastically in the closing days of 1962, Goodnight
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday Dec 29 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: There is tonight and there is Monday night and
then we will bi& goodbye foxg\'ver to 1962, There is 6f course Sunday
too, but as far as these commentaries are concerned ‘Eifs is only
tonight and Monday night. So let me devote tonlg quick survey
of the highlights of 1962 on the internationsg ’aﬂg ? and let me
devote Monday night to a similar survey oﬂsth highlights of the

local scene over the past twelve month

I think the three most dramati tes of 1962 &n the internation
gscene were: First, the Cuban crisNy cond, the Communist Chinese

attack on third
Inyazximrxzf India; and kkr=me, ‘ﬁﬁs,split between communist China and
the Soviet Union. I think 't?sf all that happened over the past
twelve months, these t ents are the most significant because
they will have the ;@‘ t bearing on the shape of the future.

© S0 let us pinppint the most significant aspect of each
of these ev ng:; he Cuban crisls - over and above everything else =
marks a t g point in the psychological attitude of both the
United a1U®s and the rest of the non-Communist world to tihe mytn 6f
sovietWélitical invimeibility, Before the Cuban crisie all those of
us who are brutally honest witn ourselves will admit that we somehow
felt that the Russlans were bound to win, that the American were
bound to step down at the last minute and commUnism‘will score yet
another victory. If the Americans dug $n their heels, we felt, it
was bound to end up in war, because, let us be frank about it, we
Just d4id not entbrtain the possibility of the Russians stepping down,
What we - and g0 much of the rest of the world ® had in fact done was

to invest the Russians with almost superhuﬁan oualitics, Sowssemee—sco
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And thig business ofmaking superhen out of the Russians has in fact
bgen one of the greatest psychological weapons of Soviet policy.
They have nursed anfl fostered it with care: that isiwhy you do not:
hear or read about Russlan fallures, The fallures are suppressed and -
hidden because supermen can make no mistakes, You on hear and read
about the spectavular successes and the myth of th eymen grows,

Now, because the Russians had to back down Cuban confront-

ation, the myth is dying, Like all myths, 1 ing a little time

to die - but it is dying. And I think the s of the death of
this.supermen myth will have far reac ects on world peolitics
in the months and years ahead. I 'ree with me that the beginnim
of everything is thought then 1jiﬁ; aid enough aboﬁi this: if you
think you are dealing with ljzgsérmortals rather than with infallible
supermen the effect on yo houghts and actions are likély to be
revolutionary. So fo his is the really big thing of 1962, :

In a sense t} ‘:;:Sgse attack on India has also'had this thoﬁghﬁ

provoking effec e myth that all any Afro-Aslian country has to

do 1is to be tral with a rather heavy bias in favour of the communis:
has be ded forever, India was indeed the symbol and personificet
end of neutrallism and India was savagedly attacked = and

it was the so-called wicked Anglo-American imperdalists who came to
her aid. I think we are going to see great and permanent changes in
Afro-Asian attitudes because of this, Finally, the fall out between
Russia and Chine has shown, to use a classic Marxist phrase, that

the contradictions within communism are greater in the second half of
the twentieth century than are those within capitalism, So I should
say that in\1962 the most signifcant thing was the series of xyx

psychologicél defeats su#ﬁ%red by communism all over the worlds

Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Dec 31 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahame speaking

‘Good evening: What are the really significant events of the

year that is now dying? I think that two events star%t above all

others: - first, the ccming of independence on Aug and second,

the General elections of April 10th; ‘\\~
If you want to isolate and separate the ™ cvents, then the
coming of independence was undoubtedly fhe significant event of

this or any other year since emancipgl « ¥ Indeed, August 6th, 1962,
marked the high point in the thre\ ries-o0ld history of Jamaica, :
Independence is a once only thig\g ip®the history of a people, And
that one great moment came he year that xmxmmwxxdyimg will die at
midnight tonight,., So, Ning else happened in 196?,'that one
11ll made A+—tire greatest sé;g;ebeveﬁb~&n

single event would L

modern Jamaican hi¥g

But somgthi ¥1se of significance did happen: the peoﬁle of
Jemalca, .Q\Bbcifically the people of fural Jamaica, went to thé
p011i§::;> rned out a stable, ezxperienced and competent government

new
and r ed"it by a/government which wgs supposed not to have the
know-how, experience or ablility and talent to run a complex modern
state. The new government took over -and nothing disastrous or tfagic=

happened. More important, the myth that only one party really had

=

the ability to rule was exploded for good, 'Today, we do in fact have
in Jamaica a reasonably effective government = no matter which party
1s in power - and a reasonably effective alternative government. And
this, I think, is something of vital importance'for the health of the
society and for the future of democracy in Jamaicae, :

Let us faCﬁ{ before the last elections there were many p eople
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who felt that the P.N.,P, was the only party that could possibly

form an effective government, or even a progreesive government. And
many of

so, even though they did not like/a%% the features of P.N.P, policy

they felt constrained to support the P.N.P. because there seemed no

positive and creative alternative to it. 1In fact th%titude
N

became so prevalent in the Corporate Area that t

began to believe that there was no alternativ :’*g 2. rule and
showed n some of the

Y. iteelf

this led to a certaiﬁerrogance w hich xax zEdxinxoxexafxkhe

P,N.P. slogans, as well as in the conf t¥orediction that they will

~ be back in eighteen months' time,

. and is not
But the P.N.P. has now been X hat it was not/the only

possible government. And we do Wear any more talk today about the

P.N,P, being back in eightefﬁy snths, I think the J,L.P., can fairly

regard this as an impo
e

The P.N:P, now }

yoycholozicel victory, —rtimsbemisemm—

source éf abiiity aﬁd wisdan
that it is not the only/pekhimxmrxikexkezzk: the

o5 < £

J.L.P. now W
now
/know that

at 1t too can rule., And we, the mass of the people,

an change our government without everything‘falling apart

And thi?: 1 know, is golng to make a world of difference, I think

that a result we can look forward to a more humble and receptive

P.H.P..in the months and years ahead: and I think that with confidence
k and tolerant :

the J.L,P, is likely to become a deal more flexible/and might well

surprise all of us by its radical approach to urgent social problems.

I think it has aiready surprised many people, And so to sum up: 1962

saw, in the general elections and in the coming of independence, the

full flowering of the political maturity of the Jamaican people and !6

thelr institutions, Gobdnighto
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