Bonald (Jackie) Binkson

Chancellon, Jackie Finksan bhas been cempared with the
llustuiows Jean Michel Cazabion, one of Irinidad and
Jabaga’s mast celebrrated watencelour artists. Cazalion went
to Paris to became a dactor but returned a painter. Jackie
FHinksan went ta Paris to became a painter and seturned a
patiict!

Ja be compared with Cazabon is credit encugh. But semecne
obsenving Jackie at work is weputed to have approached and
asked, “Ure you Cazabon? IThe comparisen, though
inevitalbile, is incomplete. For Jackie’s nestless creativity has
led him inta new and diverse media away from watercoloun,
bis primary medium, to new and moxe challenging enes. Fis
wich oils, symbaolic acwylics, veductionist charceals, mighty
murals or adventureus sculptures ospeak of a unigue
vewatility. Jf the medium JS the message and if his wange
of media is s0 broad, is Jackie then guilty of sending mixed
messages? There should never be any doult! Jackie’s
medium and his message have always been this space, this
our place and all that’s in it: “Jhe Caribilbican’!

His ant has unashamedly imitated Caribilbican life. Jt is




about the everyday business of lving, whether it is at a
panyord o at the beach but it is alse is aliout dying. Jake
bkis drawings of fish dignified in death as they lie stranded
an Catibibean shares but blessed ta have swum Canibibean
watens. Jsw't this all to remind us just how fortunate we are
as Caribbean peoples to have been placed here to. share this
Eden-life home? Tn so daing, fie has helped to define us as a
peaple in a special place. Fis buush stiokes have spaokien
elaquently — not in the clear, clinical style of Naipaul but
moxne in that etheveal, poetic, wondrous Walcattian way.

Chancellor, if a picture paints a thouwsand waerds then Jackie
has witten volumes in an inimitabile style. Fis inspived
‘Founteen stations of the Crass’ is a sacial cammentany with
the power to recond the past, recagnise the present and reveal
Hinksaon is to the visual auts what Minshall is te mas and
what Pat Biskop was te seng. He is the last of that great
tuumuvinate to be fene summoned to be invested with cur
University’s highest honoux.

unique impressionism his lines have given form to shape and
shapes to movement that have enlightened and heightened cur
existence, Sa Chancellor, please weceive him, and, by the
pawer vested in you by the Cauncil and the Senate, confer
upon fim the degree of Doctor of Lettens, foneris cawsa.
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