SURVEY OF THE PRACTISE OF MIXED CULTURE & INTERCROPIING
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In any study of native agriculture and peasant mothods in the tropics
the widespread practise of mixed cropping is immediately apparent, This fact
has been reported in the literature frem all the main tropical areas though
very little work appears to have been done to examine this practise critically
in any region, The prominence of mixed cropping in tropical countries provides
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variance with many accepted agricultural principles, but indigenous agricultural
systems have been doveloped over very long periods and result from the
experience of many generations and are adapted to suit local conditions of
clmto,odh,hburm'hﬂmh. However, in recent years conditions
in many areas have changed from the times in which these systams were evolved
with increasing population and a transition from a subsistence to a cash
econony and new methods and developments have becn necessary to meet changing
conditions, Drastic changes to established systems are rarely welcomed by
farming comunities but modifications within the framework of existing systems
are more readily accepted and provide the means of incorporating modern
knovledge into indigenous systems. Any changes recamended must be preceeded
by careful investigation of the methods and economics of various systems,

The terms 'mixed culture® and 'intercropping' overlap to a very
great extent and mony gradations exist from the mixed culture of the typical
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and perennials, trees and herbs, to the systematic cultivation of rows of
spaced vegetables with intercrops planted between in the more speciilised
market gardens. Mixod culture implies a lack of definite arrangment of the



components of a crop mixture and numrcpping e more\ prociae distribution
of plants but in many cases it is impossible touéipacropmixtme into
one or the other categorys. Crop canbinauma vary from those planted
sinultaneously for harvesting at different times or less frequently for
harvesting together to combinations wvhere short tou erops are interplanted
amongst established long term crops.

The gurvey was carried out prineipally in the locality of Ste Ausustines
The Southern area was encloged by the Churchill Roosevelt ilizhway, the
mummmsmmm’;ud. The Northern area vas the St.
Marguerita Valley. um these areas some of the principal systems of
Trinidad peasant agriculture were found, Sugar cane fammers, rice growers,
provision and vegetable gardencrs were all well representeds The method of
collecting information was partly by observation and partly by questioning
of the peasants, It wae gonerally found that the peasants were quite willing

to give information about their holdings but their reasons for wvurious practices

were more difficult to obtain,

The survey was not commenced until October which meant that the main
planting scason of May - June had passed and observation had to be replaced
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or almost entirely on the produce of their holdings, the majority selling a

large proportion of thelr crops after household requiremonts had been satlsfied,

Where only a amall household garden was owned the produce was normally
entirely consumed by the family but the holder invariably had seme other main
occupation, In the survey arca agriculture is affected by the proximity of
good local markets and a ready demand for produce fram a large urban population
g© that perishable market garden crops can be grown, Many farmers have other
seasonal occupations. During the canc cutting season many of the cultivaters
vork on the sugar estates for varying periods,




