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ly, 4 new era seem to be open-
ing up for our steelband. The
objective is ing less than
the dynamic and fruitful reali-
sation of steelband music’s
global potential.

An indication of that poten-
tial is seen in the widening of
the annual steelband music
festival, Pan is Beautiful, into
an international event this
year. Indeed, how fitting it is
that the country which gave
sweet steelband music to the
world should now be staging

world’s first steelband
festival!

And if the ambition expressed

for this historic musical event is

fulfilled, then the perverse claim
of Caribbean pretenders would be
t to shame and the world would
el b e
of stee genius
the Feople who produced and
developed this unique musical
phenomenon. v s

World Audience

We are certain that every TT
citizen would endorse Senaﬂ?;lt'
Ken Gordon's suggestion
efforts be made to transmit at
least the finals of Pan Is Beautiful
5 via satellite to North America
and, if possible, Europe and other
parts of the world.

hnﬁiue, a world steelband
festival with a world audience
taking place in Trinidad and
Tobago! What a glorious high note
for pan!

their pe! 5
produce, in fact, the zenith of
steelband virtuosity and we feel
sure that, with the added competi-
tion of steelbands from abroad,
this year’s contest will be a musi-
cal event that we would want to
cherish and long remember. :
How nice it would be if we could
shareitwithﬂierestofthewm-ld!
We sincerely hope that the
efforts of the sponsors, Royal
Bank, the organisers Pan Trin|
g0, the assistance of the Govern-
ment and the diplomatic initia-
tives already announced by Minis-
ter Gordgf)x will :fdﬁeve the
common objective of arranging
for the Pan Is Beautiful finals to be
transmitted live via satellite to as
many countries as possible.
Inany event, Pan Trinbago is to
complimented for taking
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foreign-based steelbands to give
this year’s festival an intemat%n-
al scope. Let us welcome these
overseas players as fellow devo-
tees of pe:n muds::ﬁl‘xelr desire to
cipate in competition
l;;am ev%ce that they re(:%mse
our country as the mecca of the
steelband “movement and the

placetomeetandhearthebwt.
The steelband, like our cele-
brated ival, is a feature of T'T
culture that has taken root in other
rts of the world; wherever
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olted as early entrepreneurs,
e%uw, as the M‘.’lmster of
e o ot
3 e come for
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process as a matter of practi-
cal and determined policy.

For one thing, it should provide
excellent accompaniment for the
projected thrust into tourism and,
as a more diversified econolglic
asset, we “must now aggressively
plan on marketing pan to the

new, but Ihis. enthusiasm is
- It gives us reason to
hopqtlmt_atlonglasttheo:ﬂynew
musical instrument of the 20th
century will begin to realise its full
potential on the world stage.
“The objective,” he says,
“should be not only to captivate

forexpontothecapimlsof
world.”

But we have still not yet deter-
mined whether pan for export is a
truly feasible proposition. Can we
set up a pan factory to turn out

ty instruments for sale
to enthusiasts abroad?

Let us find out from the experts

im. If,
economically ing, it can also
drum for us a measure of fore-
ign ,thenallthebetter.“




