Michael Mansoor

Michael Manseor is a man whose native intelligence has been
guided by twe exceptional wamen and a few good men in his
inexorable path te greatness. Bown in Barataria, not far fram

squalon, he was seon ta emerge as an intellectual heavyweight
with a feen eye for a gaad investment.

Fake forn example, when confronted with a Gattalion of the
nation’s brightest bays at the then Mecca of secondary education,
St Mawy’s College, fie delibierately chose ta avoid the hothouse of
the sciences to. puwsue the calmer but arguabily more distinguished

Fhis choice avaided competition with the Heith (lleanges and other
insteinian boys suvounding him and created space for himself —
a small acann to graw into a mighty cak. In so daing, fie copped
the much-coveted national schelawship in languages having read
Fuench, Spanish, Latin and Greek.

Jn ancther astute but apparent fnight’s move, and after all the
fiand workt of learning four foreign languages, fie accepted a
scholanship to puwue, of all things, accaunting and business
under the auspices of the Jnstitute of Chartered (lccountants of
Ontavic and the Univewsity of Westexn Ontario.

Needless to. say, the nest is history o maxe precisely, ecanamics.




Chancellon, Michael is a TFitan in his field. Fe perfoumed the
Fewculean tash of merging twe competing financial intevests in
the Caribbean: Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce and
Barclays. Out of this magnificent fusion arose the 3,500-pewsan
stwang, CIBC First Caribibiean JInternational Bank, new the
tegion’s langest financial sewices institution and ane whose futuwre

Fhe menger of twa financial institutions acnoss 15 countries in the
Canibbean tested his aptitude for diplemacy as much as his
financial or  onganisational  skills. s he approached
GCavernments, Labour Unicns and Regulateny Badies in the
financial capitals of the negion, he leawnt first-hand the
Uimitations and boundaries of Caribbean unity and CARICOM;
when the naviow ecanamic interest of one ox the ather island state
appeared to be threatened. Jn the end, the merger survived and
same of the lessans of this histaric Canilibean development are
explored in a seties of business cases that are being studied both
at UWJ and elsewhere.

Michael Mansaor is immediate past chaivman of the Council of
the St Qugustine Campus of The Univewsity of the West Jndies.
Jt was duiing his chainmanship of Campus Council that we saw
the introduction of quality civcles in cur educational processes.
Fis insistence en quality was ne deubit a wepayment en a laan of
mentowship thuough the likes of Fathers FPedrwe Valdez and
much intexest and is now himself a mentor ta many.

Fe is a foumer pauner at Exwnst and Young, Juinidad and
Jabage, and was the President of the Jnstitute of Chartered
Uccountants of IFuinidad and Tebage. In 1990 he joined the
a cuitical time in its transfoumation to the financial powerhouse
that is teday the renamed ANSUA McAL Guoup. s its Finance
Dinector and the Graup Managing Director My Manseor was an
of the countiy’s impartant institutions. Jeday, fie is the Chaivman
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of the Unthany N Sabiga Caribbean Qwards for Excellence — an

onganisation which fe ca-founded under the watchful eyes of Sin
Ellis Clanke and Dr Unthony Sabga.

Mansaar sewed in the Upper Hause as an independent senatar
between 1987-1995, a petiad when Trinidad and Jeliage was in
the straitjacket of IMF canditionalities and prescriptions. Jhase
debates remain selevant and impodant lessens in  fiscal
management even today. Fe added his voice to. that of the business
legislation was buwought to the Senate, twe to his fumble
beginnings, he intraduced amendments to zera-rate basic
commadities life bread — a development that brought him high
praise from the grasswoats Batkers (ssaciation of the day.

The quality of his trilliance has nat diminisfied and indeed fe has
bieen twice blessed. Blessed ta have been barn of a special woeman;
ane with a fivm hand, feen detevmination and a far sighted view
of the world. Blessed alsa to have found Mawreen, his childhood
sweetheart and seulmate for it is she who has provided the
stability to steex him steadily through life’s oft challenging mains.

Chancellon, Michael Manscor has desewedly sisen to high
prominence in aun saciety. J invite you to seceive him, a Jitan and
a pelymath and by the authority vested in you by the Council and
Senate of The Univewsity of the West Tndies, canfer upon him the
degree of Doctorn of Laws, fereris cawsa.
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