ABETRACT,

Ractors involved in direct seeding of rice are reviewed.
An area was laid out so that esch plot could be irrigated and/
or drained completely independently of other plots, and inves=-
tigations were commenced into varietal and treatment (flooding
versus non-flooding) responses of rice, snail demage and control,
water control and copper toxicity; and some of these were further
investigated in pot tests. Of three species of freshwater snails
identified one was present in large niambers and was shown con-
clusively to damage rice; a significant relationship was demon-
strated between snail population and rice establishment; and a
significant reduction of snail population was obtained by copper
sulphate and dieldrin but further investigations are necessary inte
techniques and rates of application necessary to achieve adequate
control. The involuntary introduction of extraneous factors
reduces the value of rice establishment results which are further
confused by the incomplete control of snails; in three differemt
experiments flooded plots were significantly better,significantly
worse and not significent,and further investigations are required.
Water control was not satisfactory until the installation of a
gravity flow enabled a constant level of water to be maintained
in the plots. No conclusions can yet be reached regarding copper

toxicitye.





