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dards is unable to acceler-
ate the pace of the stan-
dardisation process of the
steelpan, because of a lack
of manpower and financial
resources. According to
Gene Hutchinson, Bureau
Director, although pan has
been declared the nation-
al instrument since last
year, the organisation has

not received additional fi-
nances to speed up its
work on pan standards.

He conceded that there
is need to quicken stan-
dardisation to stem the
flood of commercial inter-
est by overseas manufac-
turers bent on stealing this
country's musical innova-
tion of the century.

But his major objective

as head of the standards
organisation is to attempt
to meet the needs and re-
quirements arising from
other important issues in
the country requiring
equal attention.

He identified the cur-
rent dangers of used tyres,
the hazards associated
with high pesticides
residues and toxicity lev-

els, export garments, noise
levels and environmental
pollution as likely subjects
screaming for attention.

According to the bu-
reau head, current em-
phasis is being laid on the
certification of local man-
ufacturing production and
services under the Inter-
national Standards Or-
ganisation series 9000.

All products, proce-
dures, systems and
processes in design and
manufacture, will be cov-
ered by the universal stan-
dard directly linked to the
country's export drive.


