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PESTS WHICH MIGHT CONTROL THE WEED 

STACHYTARPHETA- (BLUE RAT-TAIL) - IN FIJI,. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In 1889 it was reported that there were no noxious 

weeds in the Fiji Islands, but since that time many foreign 

weeds have become established, and are causing serious 

trouble. 

It is estimated that the cost of clearing land of 

weeds in the usual way is between £3 - £5. 10. an acre; the 

higher figure being due to the fact that frequently cutting 

is not sufficient, and the whole plant has to be uprooted. 

Land of low value per acre, and there are large areas of 

such land in the tropics, cannot bear such a cost, and so 

some cheaper but effective method of weed eradication has to 

be sought. 

Possible methods of weed eradication. 

(1) Cultural, usually too expensive or not applicable to 

the conditions, viz:-

(a) Clearing, followed by cultivation, applicable to 
land intended for periodical cropping. 

(b) Clearing, cultivation and putting down to grass, 
and then cutting weeds as they appear by hand or 
machine. Suitable for land intended for pasture. 

(c) Prevention of seeding by continual slashing. 

(d) The use of cover crops. 

(2) Chemical methodsf namely the use of "weed killers" have 

been tried with varying success, sprays being very useful 

against some weeds but not others as the following example 

illustrates 

Sodium chlorate was tried as a weed destroying spray 

In Fiji, and It was found that It exhibited a selective 

power on weeds, killing some while others remained unharmed 

or were able to recover. Blue rats-tall recovered completely. 
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