ABSTRACT

A Boox Flcod Appreach Tc Literacy Acguisitiorn And Develoomen=

Sylvia ¥nid Fraser

ne exploratory research investigated whether a Book
Flood Reading/Writine programme wcould be success©ul in helping
children to acguire literacy. The in*ention was to establish
an aporoach or programme that primary schosl teachers could
utilise to relp the many children who arce leaving primary

schools 21literate.

Data were obtained frem a sample of twenly teachers “rom
ten schco.s, twenty children and ten wvarents. The research
oreferences used were observation, interviews and a reading

programme.
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ne cpservation of the teaching of reading revealed that
rone of the teachers observed, used the Bock Flood Bpprcach
and that most classrvocms had very few bocks if any. AT the
same time, The tecachers’ interview indicated “hat it was the
gereral belief among teachers that children Zearned best by

way of the aralytic or phonetic approach.

The children’s interview on perception cof themselves as
readers placed them in groups ranging from consistent readers
and nor-consistent readers to unsure readers. However, by the
end of the programme the results revealed that many of these
children had changed their percepticn of themselves and had
already taken up the challenge to make themse.ves literate

throcugh interaction with beocoks. At th

m

end of the programme

the chiidren showed marked improvement in their performance.

Many childrer in the programme bel’eved that “he

o]

rogramme helved them tec learn Zow to go about acquiring
literacy. There were those who entered the programme and
could only transcribe from the books they read but at end
wcre able to Interpret and express their feelings. They had
now realized that they could talk freely about the books they

read ana respond through writing.

The 1mplications of these results are discussed and

recommerdationrs made.



