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SUMMARY 

Within  recent  years  the  Government  of  Tr in idad and 

Tobago has  accorded a  cer ta in  level  of  pr io r i ty  towards  

housing the  popula t ion .  In  order  to  make any s igni f icant  head­

way in  sat i s fac tor i ly  solv ing the  problem,  a  number  of  large  

housing projects  were  under taken with  the  main  th rus t  be ing 

towards  the  provision of  completed  uni t s ,  ready for  occupat ion.  

The for tunes  of  th is  o i l  r ich  country  prevai led  dur ing the  

1970 's  resu l t ing  in  an unprecedented boom in  the  const ruct ion 

indus t ry ,  housing inc luded.  

In  an  e f for t  to  acce lera te  housing const ruct ion the  

Government  en tered in to  a  number  of  Government  to  Government  

arrangements  and "des ign and bui ld"  contrac ts  with  a  number  

of  la rge  contrac tors .  This  move resul ted  in  the  emergence 

of  'developers '  who were  bas ical ly  in teres ted  in  developing 

lands ,  const ruct ing housing uni ts  and se l l ing  them to  the  

Government  o r  to  the  genera l  popula t ion.  

However ,  the  increase  in  o i l  revenues  and the  

accelerated  const ruct ion ac t iv i ty  a lso  induced compet i t ion  

in  the  labour  market .  The good for tunes  of  the  o i l  boom 

induced economic  ac t iv i ty  resul t ing  in  increased income 
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earnings  for  the  major i ty  of  the  popula t ion .  Increased 

earnings  meant  an  increase  in  disposable  income and the  

tendency toward owning a  home.  The large  number  of  housing 

uni ts  being const ructed  were  encouraging,  and,  as  a  consequence,  

the  des i re  to  own a  un i t  was  increased.  This  resu l ted  in  an 

increased demand for  housing fac i l i t ies .  

The housing s i tuat ion tended toward a  market  demand 

s i tua t ion and pr ices  soared .  In  order  to  provide  cheap 

housing . the  Government  was  forced to  subsidise  most  of  i t s  r  

under takings  in  the  hous ing indus t ry .  The genera l  publ ic  

rea l is ing tha t  subsidies  were  as  h igh as  ten  to  f i f teen percent ,  

began to  depend more  and more  on housing uni ts  f rom the  publ ic  

sec tor .  As a  resu l t ,  Government  a lways  had a  backlog of  a t  

leas t  for ty  thousand appl icants  for  hous ing fac i l i t ies .  

This  repor t  a t tempts  to  invest iga te  the  cos t  of  

cons t ruct ing hous ing uni ts  a t  var ious  Government  housing project s ,  

to  inves t igate  the  type  of  fac i l i t ies  being provided,  to  review 

some of  the  problems the  popula t ion are  exper iencing,  and to  

a t tempt  to  inves t iga te  some of  the  contrac tual  ar rangements  for  

const ruc t ion of  the  hous ing pro jec ts .  


