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JAfiAIC.~ 
" 

' The islP.nd of Jamai ca received its nAme from its first 

inhebi t,mts, the ArAwak IndiPns 9 _ whom Christopher Columbus 

end his men encountered when they landed on the islPnd o~ the 

third of MPy , 1494 0 ..,,1aYffi8C~ 9 the AraDak name 9 is supposed to 

imply a greet abund8nce of rivers; and in time this hAs come 

to be rendered as the ' land of wood end water ' or. the ' l end 

of woods end streams ' . Whatever the correct interpretation of 

Xaymaca, the country is rich in rivers Pnd much of it w0s 

thickl~ fornatmd before men set to clearing the lPnd , often 

in a most destructive·m~nner o Thus , PS a general d ' scr~ption 

the ArE'lwak nt=inie i~ PS appro~riate Ps it is beautiful ~ 

But within fifty yef!rs of th~ir encounter with Columbus 

rmd his men the:.ie first JBn,eicPns, tn€ ArnwEtks , vi=>nished 

completely from the Jrum:iicM scene . Under ~;'.)Pnish occupPtion 

And the drj_ving Speinioh set:1rch for gold the ArawaKs were turned 

into slnve labour And the will to life left them . Some accounts 

sriy there were mFJss suicides a:nd thr1t women ceesed to bear 

children . 

The records suggest thP.t these Ara.w8ks were a gentle and 

peaceful people who were relFit ·vely free of some of the uglier 

feamires of tribal societies; indeed 9 !;he more one rer>ds on the 

Arawak pPst , the more one explores such slight bits of evidence 

of their dflily lives 11s reveBled in their middens And their crude 

artifActs, the more strongty grows the impression of P people 

much too gentle and pacific to h8ve the faintest hope of urviving 

e force very muc1 less aggressive, very much less ruthless, than 

the ~exaixe European exp~n sionism led by fiftesnth century 
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.3pain o And so the Arawaks died leaving us PID?ica ' s nam and· 

th t ip:' et boon to .men who go down to the sea in ships , the 

hammock . 
for 

J rmflica is the s cond srr.ellest of th /islrmd,s of the 
/ 

Grepter Antilles . Only Puerto Rico is smeller: Rgaiust Puerto 

Rico 1 s 3,423 squ.re miles Jemaic h s an area of 4,411 square 

miles e The other two, Cuba wit an area of over 44 , 000square 

miles, and His~aniole with close on thirty thousand square 

miles are the giants of the Caribbean islands . 

I terms of the British West Indies islands ll ,J •msice is 

by far the l ?rgest; but it is also the most removed , in distance , 

from the other British Vest Indies islends . l'he nearest of them , 

Sto Kitts, i~ something like 800 miles Awey from J ~mflica; and 

Trinida is well over a thousPnd miles wa~o Cuba , on the other . 

hand, is a mere 90 miles away , and Hispaniola 100 mileso The 

nearest point to continental America is C~pe Gr~cias a Dios 310 

miles south-west of the western end of' the i ,sl~nd. The isl,md is 

146 miles long: its gre test width is 51 mil s, rmd its least 

width (betw en Kingoton qnd Annotto Bay) is 22¼ miles . 

The island is extremely mo'..mtainous , ~ central chain 
it, . 

running practicelly th length of/tk xDd:xxx . from east to west , 

nd e.ttain:tng its highest point , , 7 , 402 . 4 feet , nt Blue Mountain 

Pak. And from this c nttal mduntain chAin numerous riv rs run 
9 generally sperking , 

north 8lld sou th o. And bec8US ther ere/ greeter areas of pla in 

between the mountains and th south coast th~n between the 

mountains ~nd th north coPst 9 th southern river are larger, 

slower and de per than the nolh}tiaent1 ones . In order to appreciate 

tr.,.e country • s clirnritic veriety it should b not d thflt in at 

lenst t n of the fourteen Pez·iBhes elevr-ition ranges from sea 
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level to 3 , 000 feet 8bove sea 1-vel; in four f the Parishes 

the lf'nd ris s to 4 , 000 f_et , 0·nd in three o -h:;r•s to five thousend 

fe t o:1d upwr,rds . Al1d so it _i,3 th:::-t the te .pe_ •~ture drops from 

an av r _ ge of be·l;ween 80 one 86 Degr cs i;i.; --~a.-lc.vel to be-twe en 

40 end 50 dagre ... s up in the count-=,:.nr-: itl the nountr:-ins the air 

ia crisp , dry 9 br ci:ng; and 2t sca-leve it rr-,rcly goe-s above 

90 degrc s . 

This 111ps the l?.nd to which he SpRniPrds c-==;IDe and whffi ch 
ILO!'e h n , fifty 

they occupied for/one hundr d ~nd/£nz~ H :ix yeBrs . They built 

on cap. tr,l on ·.;he nor-th col£1st, noa:r- the pre3ent St. Ann ' s Bay; 

but then th y abaridoned it and mov d to tho· sou·1;~1 co Pst and built 

ar..other on --Cho site of w.hnt is todc y Spanish Tovm $ .Af t er the y 

hed destroyed the .Ara ·;eks i.n 'their se...,rch fo • .gold t! ey i mported 

ft ri.c:Jn _slPVP.S and Cfjt~le . They r...,sr ,d hors c Pnd the: gr ew food 
~ 

to help trf'lnsport and supply the Spanish forces ongr,g d in t .e 

co quest of the· Sou th Ameri.can r.1Pinlend . Ind. ed , -~he moment it 

v1~s · c1e1:r th11t there wf's :no eold -o be hed , J.--.m~icc: wrs relegated 

to th role of e rp ·th r minor link in th~ chnin of' isl~nd b .ses: 

in ddition to the food P!1 cl. veee +,ables , it suppl~.ed fresh water 

to Spenish ships t=ind it WPS fl h8ven in ti co of s torm .• B yond this , 

th . SpP .... iqr 's · ueerned to ht=ive dismissed it [' 0 of no ea.l 1m:lue and 

th-~· ID!3de :no effort to b i l d up ei ti er o mili tr;ry defences . or , 

ita populrtion . The result ws-s that ~h n British forces under 

P m an· V rrnbleo cspusur d t e islP..nd in 1655 ;_: y did so with 

the great est of ~se @nd thy fov~d tot~l popul~tion , including 

slaves 9 of one thous:-- 1d five htmdred "'ouls o It is me~sure of 

how rr.uch of o myth the notion of 9 ' Spanish J2:naica ' ia that there 

is XR&~ tx nothi11g ex:c t e few plPc nanLs liko · c:10,3 Rios and ,, 
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There ar _, & of course, t e Maroons, the slaves that the 

Sprmierds S6 t fre before '!ih"y surrend red tgeir possession of 

the iE'l nd ~c ·the :3.ri ti Eh. But the .M0.roon s -only brieflyxrm.!imi):i:rui 

plc:.yed ~en~:el role ir the storJ of Jn~~ica. ½he~ the Spaniards 

first fr;:;ed them they sided with the SpPnierds Bgainst the. English 

e11, in · he fol o 1ing f:.ve y·e .. rs o ... spo:rP.dic fightin~ hey fought 

on :n sidfJ of ·tl1 ir :form 1,. owners . But right flt the very end ·,.. 

· of the Sp!..:'ni sh fight to .i:J.iqm rec :pture J r-mC1ica, i11 the very l as t 

iu:id most decisive b~ ·ttlc 9 tiL .:itri roons went over to the Engli h 

fJide . It is highly doi:btful t ht. ·t ·their switch ing of sides m~de 

m1y difference to- the outc0me . With t!le Spimish finally expelled 

from Jrun!?icn th0 lWnroo11•3 wit dr w into the moun·triins . From there 

they ILri:,dic8lly raided the f arms and plr-in 8tions of the plains , 

.carrying off f'ood nd young .. 3lcve women; ;,eriod_ically too they 

wer~ joi11ed by rd: run.- wr:;y sl:_'\ves o They lived thus for close on 

e lwndr~d y~er.J ., In time their plund ring b~:C!1rne a nuis~mce 

739 ~fter ~ seri s of mili ~ry s irm· shes they entered 

1·1 to a c., ca t;;r 'Ni -:h tho ,.:rovernor of the di:iy . This ga.ve th m the 

right r govo. th, mselvos possession of ·the lBnds they held ; 

In their t-1..1rn the t-1- roon::i tmdertoo. to return Pll rw: way slav~s 

end to r,.,nd ~r mili tnry -uppo ~ to the gov-8rrtnen ; wheneYer it wP.s 
the milit~ry 0epect •Of 

n ~ed , ,. ~ Tho f.fiproon -:: ob.Jerved/ t t1 -9ir uide o-"" the bergBin faithfully 

-nd n1~'it\. s fough on th . gov _rnmen t ..::,ide during the lo ter s lave 

up:rLsi.ngu fl well ris during w,rnt beceme known PS the L or•=mt Bay 

R belJ.ion e 
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Bi.it ·oesicelly the story of th M:nroo o is :p ipheral '1 not 

pert of th0 moinatreem of the Jru1aican story. Their presence hes 

not affecte that story ma teria ly; h, d there been no Maro·ons 

t11e Jam ican story would no ·c have been altered in ?.ny significflnt 

It is therefore fnir to sny thHt ·tha SpnniBrd,... ., like the 

gentle Arawnks be for them. , 0011 •tri bu t0d prec ticelly nothing 

thF1t went into -~h~ rn. i.:-·ng of modern J:-:m .. ica . Ar1d .ao , al though 

J maica ·vas discovered by Sp•mish Chri::r"i;opner Colunbus on the 

3rd of May 9 1494, 
l . 

the story of mod rn Ja.Ii1Pica began on tho 

10th of \lay , 1655 with ~he lending of A. British f ce t Pa .... sa~e 

Fox~t. 

Un ike the Spaniards , the English qu:i.ck y sPw the colonising 

possibilit'es of the is ~nd . · 1~d s oon a ~~e~dy t~ickle of s tller 

f~ owed in to the islando fhcy began ·chc plrm ting of chocolnte 9 

si:gn:r- ceno , indi6 o , ginger , tobacco end cotton rnd started th 

' timber trF.Jd • Th.y made u~e of the cattle , horses, wild hogs 

1 ,ft by the£ p~ ~ Spenia· as 9 nnu soon lid the f oundations 

or stable communities of coloni ts . • 

1 I th fir t two yeers aft r the En5li h l~nding the isl nd 

wAs go- er~ment by Cormii.s ioner .. In 1657 Colo J 1 D Oyley 9 the 

so:~dier who probably id more -4;han anyone else to make life on 

ti1e is1t nd suppo table fer the e rly sold~er rind settl -~s 9 govern d 

by Court l~ar·tial o In 1661 le' w""::::, mado gov r mr v with -:;he advice 

oi' a e ected Council . In r:;11glrmd C arlo 11 spoke of the island 

as his 'D r ing Plantation' t nd i=iw it RG a profi teble holding 

of the Orovn o _ t the colonir~to , many of th m ::'ormers soldiers 

of Cromwell'~ army , thought mf the isl~nd in terms far different 
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1 frm. those of Cha.rl'es !I ., ~hey s w_ the i, e.nd 1 not as a profitable 

fi f of · the -.Crown 9 but a p l Pce where the s,~ttlers -would exercise 

control over th ir ovm fi\: irs ., Among the leediug e!3rly settle:ts 

who vu7ro l .~d rs in the bui lding up of thi s outloo~ were Dttrliel 

331.agrove end ~ho 'i~S Wayte 9 • oth .0f whom hPd be .n s i gna t ories of 

th1:: death wrirr n t of i N:u:ixx:t Chilrles thv F:i :r·st; . :~•-n:.1i es of' 

oth. .r regicid .s hnd also +,ake:11 up pnoperties rlm the i land , and 

so there w~s what elmo.at amounted to a built- in hos ·ti li ty to 
' 

th C1."'own $mong tne settl , rs $ One ,:-esul t o.f. ·thi1:i was the l o •. g 

surfac._.. in ·the :r.elPtions between the ,Tem-1icen plP 1ters on the 

on hand rmd the
1 

Bor->rd of Plante ·b.ons (end l eter -t,;he Co l on i a l 

Offi ce) on th other . The :plenters res:~sted u1.d obstructe_d al 

demends for taxes and r0t the s~me t i:me pr s s ed for a greater 

spy in the affairs of the isl::md ., Thei r resis•tance and obst-.cuction 

were only tempered by their rwar .ness thet; ➔;hey were dependent · 

or-. the Cro\'\rn -Por protection fro l)e:lng in meed by J::;h Speni rds 

frmr. th n ighbcur~ng islPr1ds 9 from being sac1red anll'.I plundered · 

by the buccaneers . 

In 1663-4 the !'irst el "'Cted Rous . of A,·.sembly m t a d 

perliementmt:&"Jgovernment formr-lly or@e into being in Jar::aicao 
I 

In 1671 Sir '.i.'homfl? Lynch 9 then Lieutennnt-Governor sent a 

dtspBtch to London on: 'Th, p:res- nt state of the Gver,;,1ment of 

Jamaica. , on the 20th of .August 9 1671 . His Maj ~-sty is sovereign 

E-nd propri_.tor , is s yled YJ.ng , &c .. a.nd Lord of 1.T meica; and 

the Governor -nd Li utenAn t - r-overn . ere appo,inte · during his . 

ple~rnur • Th present Lie~J;fiB:amt t-ifovernor hes 1a cov..ncil of 14 

of the best men in the :island , viz . 9 Major-Gener1=1,J. JP-S c Banister i 
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Sir Tno . Modyford , Colonols ·Tho □ • riody:for d 9 John Coepe , Thos . 

Fre mFin , end '.'rhos Bflll~rd , · euten~nt- Colone ~ ;1m . I y , Robert , 

3rynd on 9 Cha~ . \~hi •"field end T10 • ul er , ltii~jor Anthony 

Co l., e 9 Cnpt . Ho-:1de. I,. les-;;01:th , Lieutenant;-,Co 01.1el Robert FTeeman , 

G11ore t nry 9 11: 1 om Wh:.'.. -~ , C 1ief Justice, they rJ.cy be suspended 

.r rrds~e -.Lcvno r 9 ·but the ~or· · of -t1e Gour.cil Fo1·eigr1 Plantations 

nuct ju ge i it ::.3 raa~wnable . :i:her"' i~ an 8 ' sen.h y .umbering 
', 

18 , viz . two from rch :f ~.:;he istricts o St . Cc.therine , ClArendon , 

st • .Andrew , -Port Hoyal , Si; . ohn 9 3t. Duv· , s·· . El "zabeth , 

St • . Thon~ns ond :,ort Si ew; t;.o e ere c osen in · i f..c-e1· 11tly by the 

1:--ws whic er , of fore_ -:i:.' r tw y crs , and ever 

pft r with the 1 ye !.as n·li . ~e! e 1. eople ::i.o h. on · t AH t heir 

lP\iS :::> •• ct · l ooe of Englrmd , "l a. not having ar.y -hin g i posed on 

tl em bu ': by their O\'m conuon ·'· s -in ·,rrbados Pncl the Caribbees" . 

: ·
11" p- pulri-~ion of .::mnica in 167 j_s repo -~ed to have s t ood 

flt 15 , 198 . r S:txteen yerirs ePrli r , when t.h Elg 

c,:,ptured the i:3 anc.t , they found ~ pop r tion of 1 , 500 . So the 

~ r r: r.:.c,-,n populri tio led incri:-,. seci y OY r 3 , 00 i n ~.h.e brief s pan 

of 16 yeer, 
' 

e·- ter i huo .. i•e:fufJinod f t les t 6.' 1. 2000 for a 

c .ntu.ry r:ind half of Sppnis 1 occup tion . L • ... . a tl,~r. ty year 

' 
AJ. l th evi dence of this ph;:: se o:f •.J ~'l!Wic ~ , .h"s tory suggests 

· thrd; the 01;r .y J r-ir: r -ict">r.1 imgli:ah colonists -in much 

a comf t<ab e and aa fr .e as pocsib..,e . kild o , ov- · tf'.le years , 
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fought 
they/ ·~, fo , and r;on , n..i-1 o.•,,,-c:r ;d.d , ning ecsur autonomy. Soon 

' af ·; ,r' winn i ng the right -~ pr-rli?m "Gory go,rernment they won 

the ir.J.por·:,an·i; princii' e that a ll mo y bills should originate 

\Vi· tne Asa mb y . ''here w!.is t·erc opposition from ..I.he King ' s 

rcrre cn~r iv bu~ ~~e co o~ists held f st . -n 1728 the British 

Crovm cedod full legi ::...ative ower to the colonists in return 

for a.."l ar.n, el ubsidy for the upport of the civil governmen t 

~nct subj· ct ·to "th proviso thr-it no Act repugnant to "the l~ws 

, of :En ·ln.nd shou ct b' pri e 

tho Crown shall hr.ve the power o~ disallow nee within a limited 

p - 1 iod o 

I bo t -chi.; -iE.e · :tropoan m :rC(a'.}l"ltili m £-nc.'i tl e sv. Jprcssion 

cf pi ?CY conepircd .... o ere te tho "='ge o . t11 e supreme.cy of sugar 

with its need for c m,.- usive u· rve lebour for ce . A pro!3pering 

Europ(-:. den:rindcd all the sugar it couJ.d get ; price
1
s \Vere attrecti ve; 

ct,rr i11g s _ t vcs between '\'icGt .t.frica · nu ·iil':.e - w \,or l ei proved 

d o verything and all 

.un ""IZXi:.c::: EJnergi s were r~ directed · c the n ed o pro uce more . '( 
no. more augnr . Tho repidi.y of he rj_ue of sugar ,Ps star:mling. 

In 1734 -'.;he Vfll · e of Jnr1Pi csn sugar xports stood ·t; £140 , 000; 

'in 764 i hrd gone up to £1 , 076 , 155; in 1 770 to ~l , 538 , 730 . 
J c.:J-: r-ii ~' s po J. ul,. ti 011 

n 1164/hP.d ri s en t 166 , 454 h bulk of whom \ere slave~ brought 

in tc wo k on th sug r :tm: plF:n t e.tion • In e ema.zingl.y short 

spac cf time -~he number of" auger pl tetio11s o.. the. isih.ih.nd grew 

until thar wore r .orted to be over o t&ous~nd of th se by 

1786 . j ne:•w pa -ctern of o:v-ners:lip emerged end the Hev . Mr . WoH. 

Ge.ran r wto wss f.1 6ongregntionrl minister s·c Chcpel ton in Upper 

Cl-1'end~n , v'i?. li :;-~-ft:,r::;.,.~ thio fJ.ma!tin 11c1·io of the ri e 
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o:f SU.8 8. comment0 thm.s i11 _1L. !!,i..::::,,tori_=o±' Jf;£:-QicaJ. '!he st s 

thnt W"):::"3 t ... .. -c n b which the j_sl :1d bccnr,..,. · or . 

v,ould i::. .1 proba. i:t:tt,. nr e become the ho u. '} of t1 A.r1y thousfl11ds 

f !:':n£li s 1;.0n r:nd ii(.m o:f i21glish _::1c 13tr ·;1. c , in fr,rw·ng 
I 

pro iucts, would htw·, f~unclt,d a colony 81.moot i:f not qui to <.,qual 
' 

to t.:.10G(~ o .i: the >L'Lric:m c ntin ,nt~ 'lhi ... , glorioua ountt=dn 

' climrd; s r:n3 lwt of ·tne 0 -; dros 9 the highln .ds of MB ch(!lster , 

ve ti on..., of -the .. i :c th, En a;li sh 
\ 

s ttl e •r3 wo ld hAV") fom1Cl h 'l r-i thy F:nd p2~cH1st:mt hr) J"lf'S . \'/:l th n 

Rnglis·1 C lony wou~ d hnve lourishod ••••• I p':)r::'cct ~ :3 t l1e l.rirly 

y .nrs o our history o.9 9 noug1 remnins ~o oho·v-1 thnt \"/hen 

t.!le scum •;h . ch hrd :florit d 011 th. surf'"'C .... of thG fi.rrt t · d 

co.2.. nin-ts re pj_n d, who,::.,. r8nks w r con tin tAll~ a {?;;l nted , who 

sought ·';o bring vr". t t tJID nll th~ 't wr: s prtJcioua ·in ·the socir,1 

' life of the co 1 ·1 •y f m which t,10y ca. ,c, rmd wbo ••.; ld in ti 

St0te s of America. Tnis Vi rs · ot to b8 . 

t n e is r,ud beer,, .e ,, m · g ty . ggregr-itiC1n of c,._..ine:f Ll<Js , in which 

P:id thia was .. 1at Jn neic 

a11 d mox- ~ a t1ighty aggr ... gntion of cr.,nefields in which Negroes 
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hr-d soIBe 0t1 ... iking effec t s ., ::!i:r·st.) it dectroJe forev r the 

pob3i bili ty ol' Jan.?.ice beci01:.iug i wholl;y · ur predon.,i .,ci tly white 

·.;1:e ri cli.&s derivec!. from ougr-r leC to :r.1N.y of ·~ho o rlier settlers 

goi 1g bc,.ck to IL i •i;i~ in reli:d,ive Bfflu. Wt! - o:: ·~ • fantf!stically 

ix! -vi truly 7 tl ey a.id not stow the ·cre ari cone rn for land or 

ger.c rr :.1y s e"' ki:r.g , Eel ;,;;i tt. u "I. ·v01 e • ::: nd wht•t, tl. • ne~d eros;L 
/ 

' -Lhe;/ mecw v.se; 0.1. ., lC wcrr.e". or. thb rlr->1: ~1:.. tion ,, '..i: .!.{; cff-spring 

.. f •su.cl,. C'"' 'U~ u..TJio11s v1e1:, · , :.1 i:.o tlJ.e _n.~king of ti.e b g ·n1iings of 

tbe ,T !' __ ric£>n colour6<.:. comn,u:.1i ->:.,y . ~odFy the ~eg cons ti tu te 

wbi tee cne per cent ,. l,.P...,t lnuir:i1;,e rnc1 C1in~Jsa ~81..:e , p the other 

in ·'.:;h t- his•_; ry o · crr,t ice , ~ p riod e~ thr.., h :.:;; l .~t visibl e and 

i nvj.si .1 PCflre on the hietorict: · u . 00 nu.ch so 

air.ei cru1 f.mgr: • iYi du.s try whi 't. h :2 ;:; evol ved 

in t o ~est :;,.rc 5xessiv srr.:p oyer n r:::r- ica , is still 

c.1~rr.11.ed for thC:; c ins of th pr-. ::;t . ~· pn· of th~ soci::l end rt)~ 

i n ~1aves , 

; , 

more hs.:n a 1r:ir ion sL v2z V'.cra brmight into trL,Ri::!8, 
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lrVG popul-tion stood ~t 

Th, "'C'Frs r~ v ry d~ p Pnd very rcr·l . 

By 1827 th , declirn~ j_n sc•.e-a:r. ''-'"8 wcr under way o E'roduction 

tra21s:?orr1 -d into e on -c 

decline, o-f' ht crop 9 then 9 i. .. 1838 9 t.h z:<: •:,·e:s t ,·o ~toli tio11 

of slavery. The~ tYVo tot;eth r , LT: ~nt t:r- tot<".l ... ollspse of 

Th9 fr .ed. ::lnv . s wi tbdr ..,v in to th.:.. ]: ill::, in 18:r·g nuJr_'_ rs , 

r.af :.:tsing · to ' 1or'k for or hPV _ f'ny other for:i1~ o f a ...,s::,c · r-tion with 

SL.J.pporting indepen ent 1e.'..srmt ,onon_y f t:1e h ' ll folk . They 

built up e in~ up in th-~ ilLs tat ¥PS inde, ntcnt cf life on 
\ 

surplur:3 produce for 'the we:n -,y th~y n · ec, d i:n ;rd-. to · 1ny th 

,ot ~11 th 

Colo~~cds 1 b gen to 

l i -fe of th,:: co· mtry .. Tba ftrs't ~'oloureds unt,rod t~1e os ~mbly 

in ... h0 early _830s, in sr,ite if>~ 'the high pro . rt~· rp.:i. c l.:.:::'ic~tion 

reqt ire d for votin6 e Soo11 the Ast3 rr ly bE:cr-mc cj_vided into town 
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.,.,"TI fRction 1:h int :ests 
• 

cf t1l. oV'ms f'!ld volourcd a ~- mere e:nt intf.rd.,ts . ti;:t!..:ly on 

of ~~ir cl·ck allow citizan- o Edwrrd JorJon becrm ~peeker 

} ·-'olou·r ~ 0 -+ .• :1 .• tr1· p:r, es ~.1.- . .u.:1 9 • ~-

in~c perliehl nt sDd s1&re in bl · of 

th• i:c country . 

h !!'C in t_ 

ial.nd ' histo-y. 

= -866 t·--tror.1 1..u. ; ~ f..4 . • . ·1 l 
_ v ,lw 1 G rn c vv u .gov ':-t:'lH:.: <1 0s c streitiht-. 

forw;i:;;d Cro ,n Colo:.1y9 •:,-1, 2..3:..~~,u. v.rc;; i .os·~ for'Lv.r.. .. te to hov-e . for 

th~ •i:rst eig t y c rs of j_ ts Croijm Colo:n;;r p6ri otl '.'Ji:c John _ t r 

£111 rble P(iministr?i.:or Pnd r m::;n con~ernecl f 'vr ·i.;~w we 1-being of 

p,;in::ul wnu11 ~s ·.he t 1 d t:.p +c, ·.:.hv e :!). t --· of 1365 ie co :Zirm"'tion 
UD 

of l1i~ :1i .. :)1 re:)u .;~ Li l'l o H-2 cle~ned/t; ,., tv.rt:a a d ;h:.. ~dmi nist:."ation 

tae An icEn Cl1urch eHu. used t!1e rr.oney ,hui::-: s, vea f ··- om paying . the 
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clergy to provid. el men ry e~·ucst · n for- t~ e child:r- n ; h 

ga rr,8 chin ry 

for the 'orfei ture of a a.11don~d 

h set up end slanu r~Gciic1::il Lep r en· ar.H.l ~ G-, v .... rmn, t edica 

SCl'ViC('; • 

u~tice , · ollowi ea ti t ion fr-on th 

Vons ... i tu · on ·i;o nllow for .rdne mo:zr.be ·s ~f l.~ {~ov ,r ,or ' s Council 

·to be leeted by the peopl , .. In 1895 the ~lect .:;. :i.c mb1:.'lrs wer3 

to en . imci the r rr.0 t-ter remained ur t il 1933 . 

Ir. 1S3 tl e accumulp-ted c n mic distr,3s"" of tl:e ebtire 

trn.t 

snook co::i.onial Ac.ln.inistre ti 11s from .Port f ;s i_)Sin to ~ cridge·toNn 

.. o ~-.-in6 s"' n Emu toe ery lii; € islH!·. i::1 .,~.: ·:c2d; In_i s . 

l L ii3 con sis ent '1vi th tht: i,)Atte:rn of ~fu1,~ ·.c 1 b l ist9ry that 

1L.:ce th, riots sLou · ·b... p1;-r:.C oi f by t 

B gr fi=-ct·ory nt .. ti'rome !n 'ie a ·Ln1 relpnd . ::uga1· r :pri:. ae;.1 ·11s 8t one 
I 

/ 

rnci "he f;;P!!ie ti ,e both ti1- hope for wo--, ' ar.c the: h:1. s toric, 1 villain 

d.io be -ctr eke wh 1n · Li11gs e;,O Y•,r ong. .An<.. it was 8!!t i.:g ho.c, w o 

Co11_·· / ~ no f'i' n d "JOv,lr a-1: t:'r·on."'· 0 ··- l ""orn. ,.. f ..,. r, ~- '·11 .&.> ;>~ . y V. '4 .._ n .._ A ~ !: •" V.L. ll! •• l e, \J, C '.) 4- .L iti,' 9 

938 that' fru tr •ion , poy®rty r a t .. 1~ o .:-in l:.lG. of h lp es .. :n ss 

spi • •d ove in to vio •nee " j_m or ;f :n t :r:err.i. ct ur-

xi: ,;, .rur· e,., 5 nnct more v,or}~ ·o wer out of · obu uh n v1er.e i n jobs . 

:ro ~FY the per c •Pi te · ncmr.e in £1 ,. ir <1 :od( y 9 a· tnoug!1 unerr-ploy-

r.1 n·t is sti l l A serious probler.1 9 

island ' s lebour for ce 

t · er,st 70 J,)ldl'C n t of the 

' 
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ti::o 

in the ~sc r:de .. y , -':hen the ot ~er . 

thflt 

Al .xF.n der 

Out of t::1 ri otc corr:, -+: .. 1..., JCP co.r..sti tut:.on 0i' 194..., v\hich 

Ind .::~r a. n: s won he r~r.ci:rin r:' .,, . 

2 . The pr t r 

+hird. :1 ..... ction th re w~s n '"'hr-ngc o~? govcr~1--cnt: ., '.::il\') .? o "' . : s 

!i.r~tj.onr. .L :::?·. rty won 18 G0 r te :->IL \;~~ J ..::1Picc Lr1~c1 r Pfir~;y 14.; B d 

·,; r11 sf.'2r of cw r "ra:m one 
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Perhaps a word ebout the West Indies Federation is appropriRte 

et this point. The Federation hed come int~ being on January 3rd 

1958 . The two J~maican le ders became , almost by a process of 

natural selection 9 th leP.ders of the two Federal parties . ~r . 
, 

Manley became leeder of the W st Indies Federal Labour Party , 

Sir Alexander Bustamn:rlu~e beci::ime leader .of the Democratic Lr-ibour 

Party of the West Indies . In the first Federal elections Mr . 

Manley ' s p~rty won a majority of seets ~n the other units of 

the Federetion , but lost in Jameica to Sir Alexander ' s party. 

Up to this point both p rties had be.en federalist , but then the 

Jpm ica Lebour PPrty decided , in conference , that it would no 

longer continue to support the Federetion . This immediat lj made 

the question of Federation an internal party politic~l issue in 

Jamaica . The Man ley government decided to resolve the matter 

by referendum Bnd on the 19th of September 1961 a majority of 

.the Jamaican :xrd;ma pe-0ple voted in fpvour of eecesaion from 

the Federation . Inevitably , the Opposition ·press d for a General 

Election . They cleimed the result of the referendum meant that 

the country had lost confidence i n the People ' s Nationel Party 

government . MB. Ma~ ley gave in to the Opposition pressure and 

called the fi£th General Election in April of 1962w roughly two 

years before his government's tarm of office was up . The ·J~meica 

Labour Party won 26 seats, the People's National Party 19 . 

And on Augus t 6, 1962 , Jpmaica celebrated its independence j 

with the two leaders 9 1Bustamante and Manley side by side at the 

moment when the fla.g of Jamaica replaced the flag of l3ri tain . 

Jamaica h s many problems of which I regard her economic problems 

the most pressing; if she has not solved all hr racial problems 
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she is non theless far ahead of th rest of the world inti 

regard and h~s much to teech th rest of the world . But to 

retain and extend what she hes gain d she must s lv her conomic 

problems or els th se probl ms ·might undo ell her ~chievem nts 
. thr 

thee past/hundred years . And not the least of these ~chiev rents 

in our day and ag 9 is her strong tradition of parli mentary 

government , symbolis din the standing side by side of Al exender 

Bustaman t , Prime Minister 9 P.nd Norman Manley 9 Leader f the 

Opposition , rut the moment Jamaica became a sovereign ndependent ., 
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