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The islend of Jamaica received its neme from its first = N
1nhabit€nta, the Arewsk Indians, whom Christopher Columbus
end his men encountered when they landed on the island on the

third of Mey, 1494. _Xaymaca, the Arewak name, is supposed to

_imply 2 great abundance of rivérs; end in time this hes come

to be rendered as the 'lend of wood and water!' or-fhe 'land
of ﬁoodsvand stresms', Whatever the correct interpretatioh of
Xeymaca, the couniry is rich in rivers and ﬁﬂxh of it was
thickly forreséd before men set to cleaning’the land, often
in a most destructive%manner; Thus, #s shgeneral déscrpption

the Arswek name is 235 appropriate oWt is besutiful,

But within fifty yeers, ofwtheir encounter with Columbus

- and his men these first Jamajcens, the Arawaks, venished

completely from the Jamedcap’ scene, Under Spenish occupstion

end the driving Spenish search for gold the Arswaks were turned

into slave labguryand the will to life left them. Some accounts

sey there were wess suicides and thet women ceased to bear
children,

The records suggest that these Araweks were & gentle aend
peaceful people who were relatiavely free of some of the uglier
features of tribel societies; indeed, the more qne resds on the
Arawek pest, the more one explores such slight bits of eviéence
of their deily lives as revealed inAtheir middens and their crude
artifacts, the more strong¥y grows the impression of a people
muéh too gentle end pacific to have the faintest hope of surviving
a force very much less aggfessivg, very much less ruthless, then

thé xmxrexsixe European expensionism. led by‘fiftennth.centqry
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8pain, And so the Araweks died leaving us Jamaica'sﬁname and
that greet boon to.men who gc down to the\sea in ships, the
hammock.>
four -

Jemeica is the second smallest of the/islands of the
Greeter Antilles, Only Puerte Rico is smsller: against Puerto
Rico's 3,423 squere miles Jameice hgs an area of 4,411 square
miles., The other two, Cuba with an ares of‘over 44 ,000squeare
miles, end Hispaniole with close on thirty thousand squere
miles are the gients of the Ceribbeen islandg. _ ‘

In terms of the British West Indiebqﬂ§1$QﬂB, Jomeice is :
by far the lergest; but it is also’ th,g gnﬁgt removed, in distance, -

from the other British West Indieq,igignda. The nearest of them,

St. Kitts, is something like 8&“:mi}és away from Jomaica; and

Trinidad is well over a thcﬁden& m@les awa¥, Cuba, on the other.

o

hend, is a2 mere 90 milaﬂ away; “end Hispaniola 100 miles, The
nearest point to cqntinen%ii Americe is Cape Gracias a Dios 310

miles south—wesh<a¥ ¢he western end of the iBand. The islend is
146 miles long ‘iﬁﬁ greatest width is 51 miles, end its least
width (bethen Kﬁngston and Annotto Bey) is 22% miles.

The island is extremely mounteinous, e central chein
running précticelly the length of/xi:xixixxi-from east to west,
end ettaining its highest poiﬁt,&7,402.4 feet, a2t Blue Mountain

"Peak. And from this cent#al mountain chein numerous rivers run

sgenerally spesking,
north end south. And becsuse there ere/grester areas of pleain

between the mountains and the south coest than between the

~ mountains snd the north coest, the southern rivers are larger,

slower and deeper then the nozxikenn ones. In order to appreciate

" the country's climatic veriety it should be noted that in at

least ten of the fourteen Parishes elevation ranges from sea
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level to 3,000 feet sbove see level; in four of the Perishes
the lend rises to 4,000 feet, end in three others to five thousend
feet end upwerds., And so it is thet the temperature drops from
an averasge of between 80 snd 86 Degrees st sea~level to between
40 end 50 degrees up in the mountsins: in the mounteins the eir
is crisp, dry, bracing; end at sea—lejel it rerely goes asbove
90 degrees, —

This wes the lend to which the Spanierds ceme and which

more than ; fifty :

they occupied for/one hundred and/iaxxxxxixwgeara. They built
one capital on the north coast, near thqpﬂ;eaﬂht St. Ann's Bay;
but then they sbandoned it and moved §%$%;!”south cosst and built
enother on the site of whet is tod€$5§$anish Town.' After they
had destreyed the Arawsks m tht;%f %x‘ch for gold they imported
Africen slaves and catitle,” * y.reared horses and they grew food
~to help transport and éﬁgflyjthe Spanish forces engsged in tue
conquest of the Sou@h%AmerEcan meinlend, Indeed, +ihe moment it
‘WEJ clear that th § awsé no gold to be hed, J-meaica wes reiegated
to the role oi?gﬁrgﬁber minor link in the chain of islend bases:
in eddltion to ﬁhe food end vegetables, it supplied fresh water
to 8penish ships end it was & haven in times of storm. Bgyond this,
,theASpanigrdS'seemed|to have dismissed it 2s of no reel wwlue and
they made no efforf to build up either.its military defencga‘or\
its population. The result wes that when British forces under
Penn and Vensbles caphured the islend in~1655 they did so with
the greatest of esse and the;\found e totel population, including
slaves,‘ of one thoussnd five hundred soulé. It is » measure of

how much of & myth the notion of 2 'Spanish Jemaica' is that there

is sxmmpix nothing except & few place nemes like Ochos Rios end



Orecabesss, _
There are, of course, the Maroons, fhe slaves that the
Spenierds set free before they surrendered t@eir-posseggion of
the island bo the British, But the Mercons only brieflyxmemupkmi
played ‘a central role in the story of Jemsica, When fhe Speniards
first freed them they sided with the épeniards against the English
end in the ﬁollowing five years of sboradic'fighting they fought
‘on the Sidé of their former owners., But right at the very end ’
of the Speonish fight to Empm recapture Jﬂmdgig’ in: the very last
and mest decisive battle,the Ma“oons oer to the English
gside, It is highly doubtful thet t{ﬁ ‘6\5
~ eny difference to- the outcome. ‘%;Mgia

nto the mountplns. From there

itching of sides mede

he Spanish finally expelled
from Joamaica the Maroons w
they periodicelly ravdgd t ms8 and plantations of the plains,

carrying off food 4 yo Sl?VQ womeng; periodically too they

were Jjoined by =i y sloves, They lived thus for close on

e hundred yeq'a.‘{qﬁﬁ ime their plundering becama 2 nuisence
to the gr}f;ngmgétbled communities. on the plains, snd between
1728 and 1755“?{ter o series of militqry skirmishes they entered
into 2 tréatg with the Governor of the day, This gave them the
right to goverm themselves possession of the lesnds they held;
In their turn the lMsroons undertook %o returnxﬂll runnWaJ siaves
end to render : ilitnry supﬂort to the government whenever it wes
the milltary aspect of
needed, The Neroonq observed/their side of the bergein feithfully
and alweys fought on the government side during the leter slave
uprisings es well &8 during what becpme known es the Morent Bay

Rebellion.



But Besicaily the story of the Maroons is periphersl, not
pert of the meinstresm of the Jamasican story. Their'presence has
not affeqtéd that story materially; had theie beeh no ﬁarobns
the Jameican story would not have been altered ig eny significent
deteil, _

It is’therefore fair to say that the Spanierds, like the
" gentle Arawaks before them, contributad practicaliy nothing
that went into the making of modern Jasmaica. And‘so, although
Jumeica was discovered by Spanish C!hris‘topkaﬁ ?olumbus on the
3rd of May, 1494, +the story of mod ' ica began on the
10th of lay, 1655 with the landing oig itlsh force at Passage
Fort, %h wd

Unlike the Spaniards," “ﬁﬂt&ish quiokly sew the colonising
possibilities of the i an&“%%iﬁ gsoon a steedy trickle of setllers
flowed into the isle de ihgf?began the planting of chocoleate, :
| sugar—-cene, 1nd1§o?%§35§er, tobacco and cotton esnd started the
timber trade. Qhé& mbée use of the cattle, horses, wild hogs
left by thﬁ?igéﬁfgiix Speniards, and soon laid the foundations
of steble c;ghdﬁitles of colonists.

In the first two years after the English lending the island
wags government by Commissioners. In 1657 Colonel D&0Oyley, the
soldier who probably did more than anyone else to make life on
the island supporteble for the early soid;er and settlers, governmd
by Court Mertiel, In 1661 he was mede governmr, with the advice
of an elected Council, In England Charies 1l spoke of the island
as his 'Derling Plantation‘ and saw it es a profiteble holding

of the Crown., But the colonists, many of them formers soldiers

of Cromwell's army, thought »f the island in terms fer different



from tﬁos» of Charles 1I. mhey saw_the islend, not 88 a profitablé
fief of the Grown, hut a plpce where the settlers would exercise
control over their own 9?fa*rs. Among the leading early settlers
who were leaders in the building up of this outlook were Daniel
Blagrove Pnd Thomss Wayte, both of whom hed been signatories of

the death warrent of EkmerXixuat Cherles the First., Femiles of

other regicides haé also faken up pnoperties dn the island, and

80 there ﬁas what slmost émounted to a‘built-in héstility}to-

the Crown emong the settlers, Ome resultw‘vﬂ‘“fs was the long
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and continuous state of tension tha% Aed just below the r

surface in the reletions between gpq ﬁgmpican ?lnnters on the
n's
‘one hend and the Boerd of Plantjﬁiﬁgﬂ (end leter the Coloniel

@ o

Office) on thn other, Thq, %g%s resisted snd obstructed all

‘—'ay x“f

demends for taxes end a@ the%@éme time préssed for o greater
'st in the affairs Gf theW&glana. fheir resigtance and cbstruction

were only temﬂnrQﬂhﬁ( %h@ir swarehess thet they were dependent’

\ &tﬁ‘m

on the Prown«gﬁwn;wo+ectlon from being inveded by the Spenierds

from the r&tghb?uiing islsnds, from being sacked end plundered
by the buccageg;a. . _ ‘ | _

Tn 1663-4 the first elected House of Assembly met sdd
perliementegygfeovernment formglly cgme into being in Jameica,

In 1671 Sir Thomas Iynch, then Lieutenant-Governor sent a
dispetch to London on: "The present state of the Government of
Jemeica, on the 20th of August, 16T1. \His Majesty is.aovereign
and proprietor, is styled King, &c. &and Lofd of J-naica; and
the Governor end Léeutenent-Governor asre appointed during his

pleasure, The present Lieddé¢mmmiht-Bovernor hses s council of 14

of the best men in the island, viz., Major-General Jes. Banister,

[
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Sir Jas, Modyford, Colonels‘ Thos. Modyford, Jonn Coépe, Thos,
Freemen, and Thos Ballerd, Iieutenant-Colonels VWm, Ivy, Robert
Bryndlos, Chas, Whitfield, end Thos, Fuller, Major Anthony
Collyer, Capt. Hénder Molesworth, Lieutenani~Colonel Robert Freemen,
Secretery, end John White, Chief Justice; they mey be suspended
for misdemcenour, but the Lords of the Council Foreign Plantations
rnust Judge if it is reasonable, There is an essembly numbering
18, viz, "two from each of,the‘districts of St. Cotherine, Clarendon,
St, Andrew, Port Royal, 5%, Jdohn, 5t. Davi xjaﬁt. Elizabeth,
St, . Thomes end North Side: taese ere gnqagﬁﬁfﬁ%i ferently by the
people, end make lqwa which are of £ a%gor Wo yesrs, and ever
after with the Royel Assent. The jﬁ?&g& look on it &s their
Megne cherta, that they shaé *hﬁ%governnd by thebe municipal
" lews end those cf England, wigbt having enything imposed on
them buT by thelr ovn é%i~£$t a8 ‘in Berbados end the Caribbees",
The populp*ion.oﬁ%famalca in 1€70 is reported to have stood °
at 15 198, . x‘m «%hars earlier, when the English first
eeptured the ia&aﬂ@’ they found & populetion of 1,500, So the
Jemeicsn roﬁ%iaﬁion had increased by over 13,000 in the brlef span
of 16 yesrs, efter it had remained at less then 2000 for a
century end & helf of Spsnish occupastion. And twentiy yeers
loter the Jemeicen populetion stood et slightly under 50,000.
ARl the evidence of this phsse of Jomsice's hﬁStory'suggests
'that_?he esrly Jdemsicen English colonists saw taemselves in much
: the geme light as the Am erlcan colonists txx saw themselves. They
conceived of Jemaice g3 # plscg of permanent settlenent and they
get sbout creatingrthe conditions and iﬁstitutions to make this

as comfortable end as free as possible, And so, over the years,
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fought
they/#ux for,end won, an ever widening messure sutonomy. Soon

efter winning the right to perlismentery government they won
the imporvant princisle that ell money bills should originate
with the Assembly. There whi fierce oppoéition from the King's
representative but the colonists held fést. In 1728 the British
Crown ceded full legislative power to the colonists in retufn
for en annuel subsidy for the dupport of the ecivil government
ond subject to the proviso that no Act fepugnant to the laws
of Englaend should be passed by the locel Agﬁtmbly, and that
the Crown shall heve the power of diaal%bw»nee within a limited
p@rlod. L ”g"

tvout this time‘European merqﬁﬁﬁﬁiiém end the suppression
of pirﬂcy congpired to create ﬁkﬁﬁﬁge of the Bupremacy of sugar
with its need for e maseiv« H&gwk lebour force, A prospering
Burope ‘demended 2ll theﬁgugq; it could get; prlceﬁ were attractive;
carrying sleves be%mégn Webt Afrlca end bhe New Vorlad proved
more lucretive an&’s&fe “then pirecys end so everything and all‘
EREXEXIRER eneﬂg;éa,were redirected to the need tc produce more
gnd more sugu:l ' The rapidig ¢f the rise of suger wes startling.
In 1734 the vaiue of Jemeicen sugar exports stood et £%$40,000;
"in 1764 it hed gone up to £1,076,155; in 1770 to £1,538,730.

Jampica's population
In I]GA/haa risen to 166,454 Yhe bulk of whom were slaves brought

\

in to work on the suger maim plsntations. In en emazingly short
space of time the number of sugser plantations on the isdénd grew
until there were reported to te over a thousend of these by
1786. A new pattern of oﬁneishib emerged snd the Rev, Mr, W,H.

Gardner who was @& Gongregrtionrl minister at Chtpeiton in Upper

rendon, vmqruhe=1aae&=é§=cagh this emezing period of the rise
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of éugar comments this in his History of Jamaicgzgnihe steps
that were taken by which the island Dbeceme for & long series
of vears the finest suger country in the wérld....: If sugar
hed not hefome the chief staple of this mégnificent igland i%
would in ell probahiitty,havé become the home of many thousands
of Englishmen and men of'English ancestry who, in farming

" oceupations and the cultivetion of what are now called minor
products, would have founded a colony almost if not guite equal

to those of the American continent, This g 18 mountain .

district would gradually have been peae s -@and in such

climntes as that of the Pedroé, the ds of Manchaatér,

Clerendon and the corrésponding ﬁ’v‘é onz of the north, English

settlers would have found hvg.‘\~'.ré pleasant homes, With a

A
few needful precautions and“gemmlar, temperate habits, an
English Colony would haz%\eéﬂurishod.....Imperfact ns the early

years of our histof&L& s Onough remains to show that when
L\

the scum whic ted on the surfoce of the first side

of conques gretion had drifted eway, a large body of

colonists re d, whose ranks were continueslly eugmented, who
soﬁght to bring with %hem all that wes preclous in the sociel
life of the country from which they came, and who would in time
| heve made Jamaica what their countrymen were maeking of the New
States of America, This wes not to be, Colonists gave plece %o
suger planterd. Sugar planters required sla?es, end gredually
thelisland beceme & mighty aggregation of cesnefields, in which .
Hegopes toiled‘aﬁd white men were the task masters."

And this was what Jamaica was and remeined for a century

end more: e mighty aggregation of cemefields in which Negroes

+ndlad and whd +a man mnv;m T T T SRR e
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"Qhe creation of this 'mighty eggregation of cenefields
hed some striking effects. Tirst, it destroyed forever the
possibility of Jameice bvecoming & wholly or predominen£iy whi te
settlenent -~ o kind of scaéded-down version of Ausirelis set in .
the Ceribbeen Sea, Insteed, it essured thet the islend would
heve'e predqminantly Fegrov populstion in the yeers aheed, Second,
the riches derived frou sugey ied to meny of the'esrlie: settlers
| going back tc Britein in'relatiVe affluence - oiten fentesticelly
weslthy in feft - snd o the mmergence of a@‘cern of absentee
ownership. The white men who remained. tesk-uesters', had
ne vested interest in either the lsan X’uhe slaves end so,
inevitably, they did not show t and concern for lesnd or

slave thet en owner would, @' uhe 'task-nmesters' were,

gererelily bpeaking, men wi cmen end when the need esrosge
they made use of the won the plentations., The cffhspring
of -such éssusl unioksNent ihto thehmaking;of the beginnings of
%he.Jamaican community. Todey the Negnvés constitute
T8 per cent o he“populetion, the Colourede 1¢ per cent andthe :
whites one p ent, Iest Indiens end Chinese meke up the other
3 per cent of the totel populsﬁion of 1.7 millions,

The period when the 'tesk-mesters' held sway wes the derkest
_in the history of Jemeice, e period mf that hes left visible and :
invigible scers on the historicel fece of Jemeicz. So much so
thet even todsy the Jameicen suger industry which hes evolved
into perheps the most progressive employer in Jemeica, is gtill

demned for the sins of the pest. Meny of the sociel end rggiften

THSLERIEF $90089BT " IEET ORI B SRR YHRERRT 28T1RE8e in slaves,

®
more then & million slaves were brought into Jemaica
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" Re-exports seccounted for about 200,000, And'yet, lesa then
30 yesrs later, on emancipation; Zhe sleve populetion stood 2t
320,000, Qhe aversge life mfxsx=z éxpectatioh of & sléve born in
Jemeica wes 26 yesrs, These facts ere in pessing snd simply to
cemind the critics that the Jemsicen téndengy to blame much
of the country's ills on slesvery is not 21l thet fer-fetched,
The scers sre very deep snd very reesl, '

By 1827 the decline in suger was well under way, Production
fell end plentetions went out of aetion{ Jepedcs hed been
treansformed into 2 one-crop sleve econ’omgxg
decline of thet ci"op, then, in 1838, {\ ‘es the abolition

t there was the
he totel collapse of

of slavery, These two together, m%
the Jamaican economy, And the r®between 1838 =nd 1865 were

yeers of economic chaos end

’politicél‘confusion.
into the hills in large numbers,

eny other form of associetionlwith

the pleins, They ceme down to fha pleins 6nly to seil their
surplus produce for +the money they needed in order to buy the
few things they could not make, ¥

But not 211 the bleck people went up into the hills, Some
remeined on the piains. And they, end the Coloureds, begen to
take an active interesﬁ in the perlisment éhd;thg polifical
life of the country. The first Coloureds ente;ed the Assembly'
in the eerly 1830s, in spite #f the high proerty quelificestion

required for voting., Soon the Assembly beceme divided into town
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end countfy fsctibna. Thé country fesetion rellected the views

end the interests of the plsnters; the twwn fgctibn the inteenqtsﬁ
cf the towns end Coloured and mevchent 1nterests.‘ﬁnalj on
Coloured épokesmen-in the Assembly, men like Edwerd Jordon and
George Williem Gordon, pxzmxxfaxxxke pressed for the interests

- of fheir bleck fellow citizens, ZIdwsrd Jordon beceme Speeker

of the House in 1861, And h :rd behind the Goloureds, the RegroeS'

prnssed herd to get into parliamant end share in the agfairs of

their country. ‘ 7 % (
It wes this mounting. pressure fram ack Jamaicens, as
much es the economic troubles and tna‘i} nt Bay 'Rebellion',

thet led finslly to the Jamaican class surrendering the

political self-government t\% enjoyed for 200 yeers, The

overt reason for the self-ii ion of the Jamalcan parliement

was the Horant Bay Rebsiﬂev’ﬂ which resulted in the henging of
Paul Bogle 2nd Geor llian Gordon, Todey's Jemaicsn Perlisment :
building is n n House, and Paul Bogle is @ herc in the

islﬂnﬁ's hiasto f

Prom 18 11 1884 the islend ﬁas geverned os g straight-
forwsrd Crown Colohy. The island was most fortunete to have for
the first.eight years of its Crowp Colony period Sir John Peter
Grant,astﬂovernor. He ceme from Indie wath the ieputation of being
ann #ble sdministretor end e'man concerned for the well-being of
people, The fact thet he went & long weay towards heesling the
peinful wounds thet led up tn the events of 1865 is confirmation
of his high reputation, He cleanegfthe courts end the sdministration
of lsw; he orgenised en island constabulery force; he disesteblished

the Anglicen Church end used the money thus seved from peying. the
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clergy to provide elementary education for the children; he
instituted e Government Savipgs Eahk; he set up'l&gal maqhinery
for the forfeiture of sbendoned estztes in‘arrears for faxcs, and
he set up end Islend Medicel Depesrtment and s Government Medical .
- service, ‘

Gradually, uhder'the infiuence of John Peter Grant distress
wes relieved snd confidence reappesared, Ih,l854 the Colonisl
Office, following a petition fron the inhsbitents, changed the
Constitution %o aliow for nine members of %i’overx‘:or}'s Council
to be elected by the people, In 1895 K ted Members were
incressed to l4xmmm(one for esch D )% end nominsted members
~to ten, ind there metlers vemai il 1938. . \

In 1938 the sccumulete ic distress of the ehtire

2

Coribbesn region erupte%\;ﬁes ofc strikes snd riots that

ghook colonial sdministrae s from Port of Spesin %o Bridgetown

o Kingston and ) little islend in the Vest Indies,

It is co ith the pettern of Jesmsica's history that

here the rigis Bhould be sperk off by the building of e new :
suggr fsctory Fiome In Westimorelend, Suger represents at one
end the s%me time both the hope for work and the historicel viilain
6o be sttncked when things go wrong, And itIWas émong those who
could not find work at Fiomé‘dn the ﬁbrning of the 25th of Mey,
’1938‘that’frustrmfion, poveirty snd the sense of helples;néss
spilled ovér into violence, 1t is berbasbs importsnt remind our-
selves thet in 1838 the per capite netional income stood st REXS
Rifxwpw £15 and mbre workers were out of jobs then were-in jobs;
Todey the per cspite income is £137. And today, although unemploy-
mept is still a serious prqblem, et least TO percent cof the\ k

islend's lesbour force
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in the escendency, then the other/ Q
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island's labour force/xiﬁ gainfully empioyed;

The upshot of.1938 was the emergenee.of the trade union
moyament_an& the two-panty system 1nfqamaiea. Two men emerged
angﬁgzood ou% a3 the dominanﬁlp@rsonali&i@s of the new éra thet
beg&ﬁ in 1638, These 'twa\m were Mr, -(niow Sir) Willism Alexender
Sﬁstﬁﬁante who founded the\iSIQRd'é first mess Brade union, snd
Mr. Forman Weshington Manley who ‘founded the islpnd's first
nxtis polifiénl pnrty with & clearcut netionelist progremme for
independence, .Since their emérgence theée .men heve gtradlled‘
the Jemeicen politicael scene like twi.n @%.wiﬁ» first one

Out of the riots came the ‘nm@ %itution of 1943 which
have the country universel adul W su®frsge, In the/firat Generel
Election under the new ccﬁ§€~‘ oﬁ Bustemante's Jsmeice Labour

: s Peoﬁle's Netionsel Perty won 5,

Poerty wen 22 senty en'\dv
Indppendenfs won t ‘\ﬁ;g ing 5, 8o Bustsmente formed the first

i8 government reteined power with e reduced

government in 19
m&jority in X e Pecople's Nﬁtional;Party won 12 seats and
the.stfenp of uh§ in@ependénts'was reduced to 2;‘The pattern

of two perty government wes being firﬁly establiahéd. In the
third Election there wes a chenge of goverﬁment. ThﬁZPeopie’s
Notionsl Perty won 18<séats end the Jamesica Lebour Party.14; and
Manley formgd his first Miﬁistry. The trénsfer of pewer from one
partyvto the other wes pesceful ond orderly snd tﬁe demccreticl‘
processes were strengthened by it, In the fourthlﬂlection‘df 1959
Maniey‘s governnent retained ﬁbwer. The number of sents hed  been
incressed from 32 o 45 end in the enlsrged House the‘P.N.P. held

: /
29 seats end the J,L.P. 16.
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Perhaps a word ebout the West Indies Federation is appropriaste
at this point., The Federation had come into being on Janﬁary 3rd
1958, The two Jemeican leeders became, almost by a process of |
natural'selection, the lesders of the two Federal perties. Mr,
Manley beceme leader of the West Indies Federasl Labour Part&,
Si? Alexander Bustammnfiée beceme leader of the Democratic Lebour
Perty of the West indies. In the first PFederal elections Mr,
Manley's perty won 2 majority of seats in the other units of
the Federation, but lost in Jamesica to/SirAAIexander's perty.

Up to this point both parties had beenpféé;raiiSt, but then the
Jemeica Lebour Perty decidéd, in cqnfiréﬁce, that it would no
longer continue to support the Fﬁdﬁf?fibn. This imﬁédiately made
the question of Federation anjiﬁiérnal perty politiecsl issue in
Jamaica, The Manley govgrnmentkﬁecided to resolve the matfer

by referendum end on, the 19#& of September 1961 a mgjofity of
the Jemeicen xnx;gpfpe&plp voted in fevour of secession from

the Federationf,ﬁlﬁevitably, the Oppositibn‘presaed for a Genersal
Electién. Ehey\aléimed the result of the referendum meant that
the country h#d lost confidence in the People's Nationel Party
government, Mz, Manley gavé in to the Opposition pressure and .
celled the fifth General Elect;on in April of 1962, roughly two
yesrs before his government's tarm of office was up. The Jamaice
Lebour Party won 26 seats, the People's National Party 19.

Anq on August 6, 1962, Jemaica celebrated its independence,
with the two leaders, Bustamante and Manley side by sidg‘at the
moment when the flag of Jeamsice replaced the flag of Bri%ain.
Jameice has many problems of which I regard‘her eéonomic problems

the most pressing;'if she has not solved a1l her rescial problems
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she is nonetheless far shead of the rest of the world in this
regerd end hes much to teach the rest of the world. But to
retein and extend what she hes gained she must solve her economic

problems or else these problems might undo all her achiévements
‘ three ‘ '

these pest/hundred yeers. And not the least of these echievements

in our day end age, is her strong tradition of parliementary

go#ernment, symbolised in the standing side by side of Aléxander_

Bustamente, Prime Mihister; end Normen Menley, Leader Qf'fhe‘
%’eigm ﬂhdepondent

Opposition, ak the moment Jameica beceme
.' ‘

nation. \
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