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An Inves t igat ion Into  the  Basis  for  Capi ta l  Goods  

Manufac tur ing in  Tr in idad and Tobago 

Anthony E .J .  Brumble  

An a na lys is  of  the  economies  of  developed countr ies  

wi l l  reveal  the  key ro le  of  the  Capi ta l  Goods  sec tors  in  the  

economic  growth,  development  and t ransformat ion of  these  countr ies .  

In  contras t ,  Tr in idad and Tobago h as  not  developed an  indigenous  

Capi ta l  Goods  sec tor .  

This  s tudy focuses  on the  ro le  of  the  CGS in  the  

indus t r ia l iz ing exper ience  of  severa l  countr ies .  In  par t icular ,  

the  s tudy examines  the  mot ivat ing phi losophies  behind the  produc­

t ion  and development  of  Capi ta l  Goods  as  wel l  as  the  basic  infra­

s t ructures  needed to  support  the  indust ry .  Trends  in  the  in terna t ional  

Capi ta l  Goods  indust ry  a re  noted,  and the i r  meaning and impl ica t ions  

for  Tr in idad and Tobago are  d iscussed a t  length .  

The Tr in idad and Tobago s i tua t ion is  then analysed in  

regard  to  the  major  fac tors  required  for  the  product ion and 

market ing of  indigenous  Capi ta l  Goods .  Areas  s tudied include the  

s ta te  of  the  loca l  meta l -working sec tor ,  suppor t  ins t i tu t ions ,  

and agencies  spearheading the  des ign and manufacture  of  indigenous  

Capi ta l  Goods .  

Based on these  s tudies ,  a  s t ruc tura l  model  i s  proposed.  



This  model  out l ines  the  inf ras t ructura l  e lements  necessary  

for  the  country  to  successful ly  develop,  produce and expor t  

a  range of  indigenous  Capi ta l  Goods .  


