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LICH HAS been wiit-
bty i the press about
the provasiom of begal

education, the latest betng the
comments of the minister of
educanon of Jameies

liv the analysis of these isiles,
it I8 dmpotant o pefer wothe bis-
iorical und logrcal besas For the
currend system, The Morman
Manley Law School (NMLS)
has been smgled oue for erini-
ST |||||Hl"|l:|__'l‘l s operalians e
enbirely governed by an inlems-
Hopal agreemignl,

THE AGREEMENT

[ comtreting partics W il
agresmen r:-;l4|1||5|'||||}: ihe
Couneil of Legal Educition ithe
Treaty) ae1 abioid 1o catallish &
aoheme lor legnl educatomn nnd
traiming for the Carihbean that
wiodilel e muited 1o (he needs of
the reprion, Do this enid, 18 was
agresd that there should be o
thiree-year cowtec of academic
atudy proveded by the Faculiy of
Ly af the Universsty of the
Wiest Indios (LPWTH ( “dhesizned
i grive mist only a hackgrouwnsd of
peneral legal principles and

techaigues, bl ai apprecialion of

relcyant socil sceence subyecis,
inrimlm!_l Carvbhean history nnd
conemponry Caribbean
alfwirs”™), followest |1!,-' il Wik
et peniod af [ariher mitifu-
sl wsindng o low sehouols
eslsblished andl operaded by the
L ouncil of Legal Edocatyon
{CLE} ("directed wownnda tiwe
study of legal subjects, having a
prictical eonten and emphises,
il the aequsinon of the skills
and techinigues required fos tee
practice of law™)

The CLE s the geverning
bl cxtablislsed by the agrse-
micTil and comprises, among
athers; the atiomeys general of
all partieipating cownirics,
which mcludes Jamaica

NATURE OF THE AGREEMENT
Am g logied conmdl |y fo e
fact that the nascem soheme was

capliculy conceived and
designcd as =n miegraled hve-
yenr projmmme af begal tmin-
ina. halders of W1 L1 B
dhappree W given mi auliviniiee
riht of entry 1o the law schools
Hewswer, it was also sugreed thal
harlders of mon- UWT LL_B
deprees, where recognised by
Council as being equivalen o
the LIW1 LL.B :|1":',||.'L'I ahould
abio be eligible for admisson o
the bus schools, subpect lo (e
availahility of places and such
wiher condrbions as might be
lwid down by Connedl, A com-
prchensive reviow on leeal edu-
wributy ot the Cunbbenn was
{herealier commisswoned under
the clisdrmanship of Dy Lloyd

Faculty ol Law building at the University of the West Indies, Mona

Barmeit, C1F, and a refron e
pired 10 19964 { the Bamel
Riepont), Additional o its oy
ather recommendaliens, and as
a response 10 the perceived dif-
ficulties of assessment of the
cquavalency of non-LIMW] L1 H
deprees, the Bamen Repart ree-
ammimended Ut the CLE estuh-
lesh om Admissions Board 1
cofuluit an awel catrunee
cxaminadaon, the amm beany o
creats “En objective and credi-
Bl syvatem™ 10 1t whether such
porsns had nitnined the somne-
ilard of the LW LLB. degres,
Thiose chmdsidates who passed
ik entrunce examintss wild
e offered plices 41 the law
schools on the basis of their
ranking in the examination and
the availability of space
Dg=paiz represcninteons lo the
contrary {and nofwithstanding
hoving expmossed the view b i
mbemm repant that enly holders
af Lt dl.'gll:n sl o
famie to qualify for sutomealic
mimizzion to low sehool), the
Bamiet Report recomimemled
that all haldders of the THIWT
LL.B: should contmse o ey
ihe prefereniil siaius given b
ithem by the reaty Tor faw
sclicoul weinision puiposcs,

THE VISION OF LEGAL
EDUCATION

Aathi the LPWT anid the CLE
wre orgins of CARICOM. The
omginal wisan of legal edaca-
Ehisn wps ooencerved m o unafiesd
progrwmme o the regioa and
wis infended o promote the
prodiac Uasn o liwviers ovined in
und arvmedd to the niseds of ihe
regrian andd for the beneti ol the
public of the regwom, 11 s ogaingt
this Backgroumd that there was a
ginka svslei ke whigth padmmis-
sion i the Faculty of Laow was
explicitly linged tou (el nans-
Bt il sludents .r-.-.ll_lm.'n:l atmmnn |y
b Ll e is derrilaries of the
regmn

INCREASING DEMAND FOR
SPACE

In sibdition o the significam
ex s o of extzmnd law
degree allerings, the Increwsod
degnamd fim low scliosel places
hus been doven by the availohat-
iy ol new lnw-depree raanimg
up peridtics within Jamdica
such as the Unmversily of
Techpolagy (UMTechy, UTech
cstublished s Faouliy af Las iy
2004, fully aware of the igree-
micnl goveoimng legd edusation

it the Council of [Legal
Education. | here was jlso the
uniloteral extenswan of teachowg
for ihe full LW LL B, pro-
gruomme io the Monn ond Si
Augrustine campuises. The
NS expanded ils capscity
tram | ZU srdent in AEE 10
b shclenis in 2003

orman Manley Law Scool

e

THE ENTRANCE EXAMINATION

With the LI'WI] praduaies
enjoying automatic eniry, the
comimoversy exisis with non-
LW LI B haslclers® abilay 1o
secure places having =at the
Aulimixsions Bosid Entrutice
Examanations. 1 lse mian atgu-

et 46 thit the system of prunt-
ing audomatic entry o LIWE
graduates is unfair and discrimi-
natary aid that all persons seek-
ing enity 1o the kaw schooals
ahould be reguaired 1o st the
eiimnce exomination. On this
view, law school place would
then be allocated on U basiz of
individunal performance in Hee
l.1:l||:||.'u.".||i'l-'|.' cXamsalion ':L_1.' all
canflilales

WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY AND
WHAT CONSIDERATIONS FOR
CHANGET

For this change o lake ploce,
it &5 i Pt G the heads of
governmmient, They slisild cop-
sider whether

W The regionn] comdext amd
vimon has been overtaken by
local pgendan.

W [he easiing projecied
needs for |_=w:|.'1'r.~| I ||.'.=.||:'.' of
:-:lel-.m.lll:.' shouldd b @ conawder-
whion im ooy e vision for legal
wtbucation.

W i 15 meceszary lor lawyers
i ik dociorsh ro be expoaed i
mtermnships ol .ITI[IrI."|'||II,'|;."|iII|'Ih
io hone their skills ond ihe
&y ..'|||.t|:l|'I|I_'.I of trse resources
localby; and

B The cxisling comeiomeenl
ol povermmenls 1o Dand fegal
cifuwcatimn

Fhe mundae of the NMLS,
lskg all viher law schools under
the IIFTI."."I'H{'H." IS [ COmEmAlE [
fusiction in complianee wiih 1kl
agpreement dnbil it has been
amendied, The MMVLS misst con-
fhiue o Bave gs i1 prineipal con-
o mmnbacnmng stondands and
enanring that the praduntes of
the schon] are capable of meet-
ing tle needs af the pablic
B Reginald T.A. Armowr SC is
ehutenean gf the Counedl gff
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