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GORDON:
SELL PAN
TO WORLD

Minister urges aggressive marketing

By FRANCIS JOSEPH

- SENATOR KEN GOR])ON, Minister of
Industry, Enterprise and Tourism, called
yesterday for an aggressive plan to market
the steelpan to the world and make it a thriv-
ing business.

Saying the aim should not only be to captivate music
lovers, but also to groduce pan for export to the capitals of
the world, he told of hearing a master of ceremonies
introduce Jamaica as the home of the steelband on the
north coast of that island during a steelband performance
to an international body of newspaper publishers.

Senator Gordon said he understands that steelbands are
being dev in Sweden, the United States and neigh-
bmm%dcnfln bean island.

The Minister made the disclosures at the launching of
“Pan is Beautiful V — World Steelband Music Festival,”
to be held in Trinidad between October 20 and November
6. The ceremony was held at Royal Bank’s Independence
Square branch. The bank has pletﬁed $200,000 to assist
Pan Trinbago in staging the festival.

Live Via Satellite

“This is all healthy and in fact quite complimentary to
the movement but let us not misunderstand what will
follow. Where x?arlt(ﬁe; demands exist. “;l‘lniwestm_ taetl)llt u; cileve-

ment to exploit that opportunity will inevitably follow.
1’l“)hg’e reali 1:% we do not, others will and we would have
no one to blame but ourselves,” Gordon said. ;

He s ed as a form of promotion that a “Pan is
Beautiful V — a World Festival” stamp be placed on all
items of stationery or correspondence going out of the
country.

“Simple though it would be,” he said, “it is an effective
way to tell the world that pan belongs to all of us and we
stand four-square behind the festival.” y

Pledging support for the festival, the Minister
suggested to the organisers that they explore with the
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major television stations in North America the dﬁossibility
of beaming the finals live via satellite, and added:.
“Can you imagine what it would do for the steelband
movement if major television stations in North and South
America, the United Kingdom and Europe and the Far
East could be persuaded to televise the final half-hour of
the championships live from the stadium?”

He said he was assured by the general m: r of
Textel that this was possible from a technical point of view
and the major hurdle would be the commercial
arrangements. ;

Gordon said the External Affairs Minister also pledged
his support by promising to enlist this country’s ambassa-
dors and high commissioners in making appropriate
rﬁresmtations to the relevant people in the countries to
which they are accredited.

He revealed that Tourist Board has put together a
special two-week promotional pack _which will be
marketed to music lovers throughout the world.

Special Invitations

As an extension, he suggested that special invitations be
extended to tour promoters in North America and Europe
to be brought down to experience at first hand the extraor-
dinary attraction of in full flight.

Senator Gordon said the Tourism Ministry was finalis-
ing arrangements for six steelbands to visit different
parts of the world this year.

'I'hiswillbeusedformarkﬁgpurpnsesandwiﬂbe
extended to promote other ormances at suitable
venues wherever satisfactory arrangements could be put
in place, he added.

Krmm‘ Smith, president of Pan Trinbago, said that
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between ten and 15 foreign bands are wi to) icipate

in the festival. The bands may come fyo“n]:ng - tl?epgs,

Antigua, St Vincent, St Thomas and Grenada. |
He said the budget for staging such a festival would be /!

in the vicinity of $800,000 believes the festival, if
{:hlanned and executed well, will be a revenue-earner for
e country.
He thanked Royal Bank for its contribution and other
business establishments for their support,

Planning and Finance, Royal Bank; Arnim Smith, Pan
Trinbago president; Bruce Anansen, Manager, Retail
Banldniand Development, Royal Bank, and Herman
P. Erich, Chairman of Royal Bank.
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