
-11 7-

WI SCONSI N ENVIRONMENT REPORTERS AND 
SOURCE EVALUATION: A STUDY OF FACTORS 
INFLUENCING SOU RCE SELECTION 

Ganzer. Kenneth R .. M.S. 

Universiry of Wisconsin-Madison. /984 

Adviser: John R . Ross 
REPORTING . SOURCES. JOURNALISTS . ENVIRONMENT NEWS. SURVEY 
RESEARCH . 

Thi s st udy attempt s to determine fac 1ors influencin g Wi ,­
consin environmen1a l reponers' source evaluarion. Specifical ­
ly, the study examines the relationship bet ween positive 
source ·ratings and th e va riables of tim e spent covering the 
environment , formal training , job experi ence, social ne1wo rk s 
and type of medium. 

Thf' questionnaire - mailed to 40 Wisconsin new spaper 
and television environment a l reporters - used sema nti c dif­
feremials 10 compare source ratings. 

Reporters found governm ental sources to be m os1 reliable , 
followed by academic , industrial and env iro nmental (in t ha! 
order). A government / academic and industrial / environmen-
1al dicho1om y is ev id ent. 

Remaining hypotheses assum e tha1 repo rt er familiarily with 
a source or with se ts of beliefs will lead to a positive image of 
the source. 

Significant differences between full- and part -t ime en viron­
mental reporters we r_e.found on fi ve sca les , which partiall y 
supports th a t assu_nipti0I). 

The first measure of formal trainin g (years in schoo l) was 
not useful because most rt'porters comple1ed 12- 16 years. The 
01 her measure (rel evan1 cou rsewod,) supported th e id ea on 
n in e scale; that more co llege co urses wou ld lead to a more 
positive rat in g of academic sou rces. 

Result s suppo rr ed the hypot h es is on seven sca les that re­
porrers wi th more job-related expe ri ence wou ld evaluate all 
sources more positively. 

Finall y. newspaper env ir o nm enta l reporrers evaluated r 
sources more positively than televis ion environmen tal report­
ers on six sca les . 

The author found two domin ant factor s operating: an 
'·eva luati ve" fac10r and a "potency" factor. 
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A N A NALY SIS Of COVERAGE IN THE NA TION OF 
EVENTS IN GRENADA LEADING TO THE AMERICAN­
LED INTERVENTION 

Friday , Gillian . G.C.. M.S.J . 

Ohio Univers iry , /985 

Adviser: Norman Dohn 

THE NAT/ON (B ARBADOS). GRENADA. EDITORIAL POLICY . CARIBBEAN . 
CRITICAL ANALYSIS. 

Th e N ation, an independent dail y tabloid in Barbados, 1s 
one of th e papers in the Caribbean tha t gave extensive cover­
age of the 1979 revo luti on in Grenad a, Maurice Bi shop 's 
death , th e Revolutionary Militarv Council (RM C ) takeove r , 
and the int ervention. Thi s is a qualitative stud v of th e Grena -
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da-related arti cles publi shed in Th e Narion d urin g those 
events. 

Editorials and news slories relating to Grenada in Th e 
Nai ion one week after th e 1979 revolution, and from October 
20 to one week after th e military int ervention on October 25 . 
were analyzed . A ra ndom sample of construc1ed week s also 
was don e from 1979 to 1983 to examine th e Grenada-rela ted 
articles, if a ny, published durin g that period . 

The study shows Th e Nation supported the 1979 revolution , 
condemned Bishop's death and the RMC takeover, and sup­
ported th e American-led intervention. The Grenada revolu ­
tion had critical implications for th e entire Ca ribbean . It 
successfull y challenged , fo r th e first time , th e transfer of 
political power from ballots to bullets. A crucial issu e for 
reporters, governments and individuals seems to have been a 
concern for elections. Thi s concern s1emmed from the fact 
tha1 m ost co un tr ies in the English-speaking Caribbean inheri t­
ed their political system s from the British . Because of thi s 
tradition there wa s a n aversion to mili ta ry sol uti ons for politi­
ca l problems. The ascendancy of Bishop , popul ar though it 
may ha ve been, grated on th e deepl y held va lue system of th e 
elites in the region. Th e Nat ion went out on a limb aga ins t 
world press opinion , justifying its actions by it s nearness to 
Grenada and knowledge of that reg ion. 
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THE CROWDED AIRWA \/ES: MANAGING SPECTRUM 
IN A COMPETITIVE ERA 

Gross, Richard Robert , M.A. 

Un iversity of Penns_vlvania, 1985 

Adviser: R obert Lewis Shayon 
TELECO MMUNICATIONS SPECTRUM. BROADCAST REGULATION. 

Using an eva luati on cr iteri o n of telecommuni cations spec­
trum management sys tems advanced in a 1979 MathTech , 
In c. stud y prepared for the Nat ional Telecommunications and 
Informat ion Admini stration , the author compa red the Math­
Tech st udy·s id eal spectrum management svste m wi1h the 
ideal spectrum managemen t system s conceived by a pa nel of 
six spectrum management experts. The author' s purpose wa s 
to determin e the best possible means of ma nagin g spectrum 
for telecommunications purposes. 

Included on th e panel were: H enry M. G elle r, Dale N . 
Hatfi eld , Charles Lee Jack son , Donald M. J a nsky, Douglas 
W. Webbink and John G. Williams. 

Each panel member was questioned int ensive ly 10 obta in his 
views on spectwm m anagement generall y, and on three tele­
communications services specifically: Multipoint Distr ibution 
Service (now Multi chann el Multipoint Distribution Service ), 
Cellul ar Radio a nd Low Power Te lev ision. 

The MathTech stud y's findin g that " econo mi c tec hniqu e; 
promise to improve use o f the spectrum reso urce" was th e 
central issue present ed to th e pa nel members for disc uss ion. 
Relevant literature a nd decisions of the Federal Comm un ica­
ti ons Commission were discussed. 

The author conclud ed that there is no id eal system of 
spectrum management, but a sys tem wh ich uses auct ions to 
ass ign the spectrum , along with a fee / underwriting sc hem e to 
ensure public int e rest broadcast programmi ng , would be bes t. 
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/ A PILOT STUDY OF PRESS- MILITARY RELATION­
SHIPS IN THE AFTERMATH OF GRENADA 

Gabriel, Pclcr Hifchrnck. M.A. 

Un iversiry of Maryland, 1985 

Adviser: Ray E. Hiebert 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION. MILITARY NEWS. GRENADA. SIDLE COMMIS­
SION . HISTORICAL ANALYSIS. 

In Ocwber 1983 1he Uni1ed S1a1es in vaded lhe island of 
Grenada. The Amer ican news media were not allowed access 
to the island unti l 1wo da ys after 1h e initial landings. A s a 
result of Grenada , a panel (the Sidle Commission ) wa s created 
in February I 984 to make recommendations for media-mili­
tary relation s in future military operation s. 

This descriptive stud y reviews press-military relationships 
historicall y and analyzes the relationship following Grenada. 
P ersona l interviews were conducted with civilian news corre­
spondents currently assigned 10 th e Pentagon. Interviews were 
also cond ucted with military officers. The Sidle Commission 
Report fo rm ed the basi s for the interviews and analysis. 

The study reveal s tha t both the press a nd the military see a 
need for in creased understanding between the two groups. 
Some journalists view th e rel at ion shi p as ad versarial in na­
ture, whil e so me officers stress the need for cooperation 
between the two groups. Both th e press and th e military 
question th e practicality o f press exclu sion in future military 
operations . The limitations of thi s study are di scussed , and 
recomm endations are mad e for future resea rch . 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT: THE RELA TIONSHII' BE­
TWEEN FOOD AND JO U RNALISTIC PERFORMANCE 

Gaskin s . Adrian Lee. M.A. 

Universi1y o.[ Norrh Carolina, 1984 
Adviser: Donald L. Shaw. 
JOURNALISTS. EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH. 

This 1hesi, . designed to explore th e effects of serving food 
w journalists as a way to influence communication , discusses 
an ex periment based upon the hypot hesis that news stories 
edited during a per iod of food consumpti on would be more 
favorable 10 the subj ects of the swri es than would articles 
edited bv journali sts wor kin g in a situati on with no food 
present. Overall , result s were in th e predicted direction bu t 
were not stat ist icall y signi fican t. Experimental data sugges ted 
th a t the journalistic perfo rma nce of st udent s with better edit ­
ing sk ills (as measured by editing cour se grades) is less lik ely 
lO be suscept ible 10 ex traneou s in fluences, such as food , than 
is the performance o f subjects with weaker editing skill s . 
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SE XIST LANGUAGE I I\ BROADCAST TELEVISIOI\ 
NEWS: EFFECT ON PERSOt'\ PERCEPTIO N OF US ING 
THE T ERM "GIRL" IN REFERENCE TO FEMALE 
ADULTS 

Gebhardt. Randall E. . M.A . 

Ohio S1a1e Universi1y, 1984 

Adviser: James D. Harles~ 
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STEREOTYPES . TELEVISION NEWS. AUDIENCE RESEARCH . 

Researcher s in m as, communica1iom have lon g investigated 
th e effect s of media contenl on mas, communica1ion audi ­
ences . Contemporary media effect , research tend s toward 
in vestigatio n of lon g- term versu s shorHerm effect s . as mea ­
sured throu gh cog ni tive versu s atti tudina l indices. With th e 
recent growth of th e feminist movement have come charges 
that one of the long-term , cogn itive effect s of media conte nt 
is the perpetuation of stereotypic , and _thu s sexist, im ages o f 
women in thi s soc iet y. Specifically, it has been charged tha1 
use of the term "girl " in reference lO-female adult s, although 
no1 un common , is pejorative , in thal ii lead , to images of 
immaturit y, frivolit y, incompetence and youth. 

Thi s study investigates the va lidit y o f such claims, hypothe­
sizing tha1 use of "girl" in broadcast television news in refer­
ence to a female aduh is correla1ed with lower perceived status 
of that female adult. Osgood' s ,emant ic differential techniqu e 
is employed to measure perceived status . Thi s hypothesi s is 
co nditi o nall y support ed; among female viewer~. use of "girl" 
is correlated with lower perce ived sta tus, relative to use of 
" woman." However , the opposite is irue amon g male view­
ers, who tend to rate a female adult higher on O sgood ' s 
evalu ative dim ension wh en she is referred to as "gir l" than 
when she is referred to as "woman." These findin gs are 
interpreted ( 1) from a mi croco ncept ual perspecti ve, in which 
thi s interact ion is seen as a m ani fes tation of differences in the 
ways men and women use and perceive the term s "girl " and 
"woman " in th is society; and (2) from the macroco ncep1ual 
" cuhivation of beliefs' ' perspective , in which th e int eraction 
is seen as a mani fes ta tion of, and thus cultivator of, a societal 
imbalance in th e cri1eria by which women and men a re valued 
in thi , ociet v. 
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PUBLI C POLICY CONSIDERATIONS IN THE CABLE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1983: 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS IN 1984 AS A 
DISSIP A Tl VE ST RU CTU RE 

Gergel , Patricia Morton, M.A. 

Un iversi1y of South Carolina, 1984 

Adviser: Lowndes F. S1ephe11s 
CABLE TELEVISION . TELECOMMUNICATIONS REGULATION. CABLE TELE­
COMMUNICATIONS ACT (1983). CRITICAL ANALYSIS. 

On June 14 , 1983, th e U.S. Senate passed th e Cab le Tele­
commun ica ti ons Act of 1983 (S. 66), with the stat ed pu rpose 
of deregula ting cable television . The report of the Senat e 
committ ee studying th e bill specifi call y mentioned fiv e new 
medi a as offering alt ernat ives 10 th e pay-t elevision (as op­
posed 10 free network televi sion) consumer which would pre­
vent an unreg ulat ed cab le industry from bein g a mon o pol y: 
direct broa d~ast sa tellit es, low-powe r te lev ision, mul t ipoin: 
distribution service , sate llit e master a ntenn a televi sion , an d 
subscr iption telev is ion. S .66 has sin ce been signed int o lav- . 

The premi se of this thesis is that if these fiv e media are not 
trulv viab le in the marketplace as al ternati ve deli very system , 
for ·pay televi sion, 1h en S.66 is poor publi c policy by virt ue o f 
th e fact thal it creates an unregulated monopol y of pa y televi­
s ion. 

To stud y how the fi ve media are perfo rmin g in th e market­
place, a comp ut er ized bi b li ograp hi c retrieval service was used 
to loca te report s in 1,700 trade and indust ry pub lications from 
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doct ine ma y app y. With con se nsua l recordin g, the law i; 
unclea and in con isten t. Surrept it iou ~ ne wsga t herin g raises 
as man y thica l a s lega l qu est ions. 
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EXCLUDING THE PRESS FROM THE GRENADA 
INVASION: A Q-METHODOLOGY STUDY 

Miller, Michael L., M.A. 
Uni versi1y of South Carolina. 1984 
Adviser: William A. Emerson 
ATTITUDES. GRENADA. CARIBBEAN . AUDIENCE RESEARCH. 

When U .S. Marines and Army Rangers invaded the Carib­
bean island of Grenada on October 25, 1983 , journalists were 
not al iowed to observe the action for the first 48 hours of th e 
operation. The media responded to thi s action with an uproar 
o f protest. a nd during t.he ensuing weeks , th e press ban , and 
th e issue o f media access to military operations, became a 
larger news story than the in vasion it sel f. 

The purpose o f thi s stud y was to identify attitudinal belief 
patterns o f selected individual s for th e issue o f media access 
to mili tary opera tion s. Q-sort method o logy was empl oyed fo r 
thi s id entificati o n. 

Fort y parti cipant s, 15 with military co nn ection s, 14 from 
th e med ia and I l from th e general publi c, per fo rm ed an 80-
item Q-son , co mposed of stat ement s abou t the Gren ada press 
ban a nd rel ation s between go ve rnmen t, milit a ry and medi a . 
The statement s were ta ken from articl e;, colum m , int erviews 
a nd T V co mm entaries, o r created to express a desired opin ­
ion. 

Based on th e st rength of th eir agreemen t o r di sagree ment , 
rhe part icipant s were a sked to son th e stat ement s on an 11-
point continuum. Th e parti cipant s were th en grouped int o 
attitudinal types by usin g factor anal ysis 10 compare entire Q­
sons. Thi s wa s accomplished throu gh th e use of a compu ter 
program called QUANAL , which performs all the appropri ­
ate tests for Q -methodologi ca l studies. 

As a result o f this anal ysis, three anitudinal belie f patterns 
were identifi ed . 

Type I people believe that the right s of the press were 
infringed upon in Grenada, and this type of press ban should 
never happen again. 

Type·ll people beli eve tha t the press ban was justified and 
should be used again . 

Type Ill peop le beli eve the barrin g o f th e press from G ren a­
da was wron g . bu t guid elines shou ld be esta bli shed for th e 
press 10 ad here to when coverin g co mba t ope ra tio ns. 
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A ST U DY Of LARG E FARMERS ' RADIO LISTENING 
HABITS IN SO 'TH ERN WISCONSIN 

Moore. Frank S. , M.S. 

Universi1y of Wisconsin-Madison, 1984 

Adviser: Lurry M Piller 
RADIO NEWS. AGRICULTURAL NEWS. AUDIENCE RESEARCH. 

Th is study exam ined th e rad io listenin g habi ts a nd ma rke t 
info rm at ion needs o f a gro up of southern Wisco nsin fa rm ers. · 
It au empted 10 find qu a l11 a 1i ve data about li stening habit s, 
i.e ., how well a re far mers listenin g to th e radi o and wh o do 
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they prefer to hear'I 
A qu estionnaire was admini stered to 230 farmer s a t exten ­

sion and farm commodit y meetings in 12 countie~. The aver ­
age profile was a 39-year-old dairy farmer wi t h 72 cows on 
475 acres. 

Result s indi cated that th ese farmers stopped what they were 
doin g to listen to weather an d farm market news. Their 
favorite listening periods for broadcast market news were 12 
to 12:59 p.m., before 6 a.m . , and 5 to 5:59 p.m . , but farmer s 
preferred to hear market news from 6 to 6:59 a.m., 12 to 
12:59 p. m . . and 5 to 5:59 p.m . Three-fourths o f the farmers 
iis tened lO market news th e same length of time for all sea­
sons. 

Country/ Western and easy listening were the favorite .types 
of music among the group . Farmers preferring rock music 
and cl ass ical / jazz music were significantly younger or older, 
respectivel y, from the other farmers. 

The most importan! livestock market information were 
terminal pri ce, a nd outl ook information. For grain market 
news, cash pri ces at local elevators and outloo k information 
ra nked hi ghes t with th e group . 

The farmer s perceived market report s as bein g read faster 
over th e a ir co m pared to general news, but both were at an 
adequate pace. 

Most farmers did not ca re or want broadcast market ter­
minology simplified. Those fa rmers des irin g simpler terms 
tended to be older than those not wanting simplier terms. 

Immediate market outlooks (up to six months) and local 
farm news and features were th e most needed farm program­
ming. Least needed were futures prices and gen era l econo mi c 
news. 

Farmers surveyed at ext ension and nonextension meet in gs 
preferred to hea r universit y ext ension speciali sts. o ther farm­
er, . and their count y ex tension agent on th e rad io . Farmers 
wantin g 10 hear another farmer operat ed signi fica ntl y smaller 
farms. Th ose farm ers usi ng th e futures mark et ha d a sig ni fi­
ca ntl y stro nger des ire to hear a commodit y broker o n the 
radi o . 

The most commo n suggestions to im p ro ve fa rm radio pro­
gram s were requ ests fo r mo re mark er new,, fa rm broadcasters 
wh o und erstand agricultural terminol ogy. and programs 10 
educate the genera l publi c abou t farmin g. 
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STUDY OF EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS IN 
PITTSBURGH FOR ENTRY-LEVEL STAFF POSITIONS 
IN ORGANIZATION COMMUNICATIONS 

Moreland. Majorie Jane , M.A. 

Point Park College, 1984 
A d viser: Kathleen Smi1h 
EMPLOYMENT. JOURNALISM EDUCATION. SURVEY RESEARCH. 

The purpose o f thi s stu dy wa s to de fin e the empl oyment 
standards Pittsburgh employers ho ld fo r hirin g co mmuni ca ­
tors int o entry- level pos iti ons. It sought 10 report Pitt sb urgh 
hir in g practices and to determi ne the import a nce em pl oyers 
place o n academi c trai ning . commu ni catio ns skill s and vari­
o us personal a nd professio nal fact or, . l t a lso so ught 10 defin e 
th e ro les pre-employment comm un icatio ns tes t ing, personal 
in te rview, and po rt folios pla y in th e hi r in g fun ction . 

The da ta regardin g employ ment st an dards a nd pre-employ­
ment rest in g we re gat hered th ro ugh a qu estio nna ire mail ed to 
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