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NEW YEAR RESOLUTION 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmissi on on 
Monday Jan 1st 1962 at 6.15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Thi s is the first day of the New Year and as 

usual, most of us have male New Year re s olutions. Some of u s are 

going to give up drinking; some of us are going to give up smoking ; 

some of us are going to stop that bad habit of talking about 

other people's business . And so on . On the whole our New Year 

resolutions are generally a list of the things we are going to give 

up or of t he things we are not going to do . And generally speaking 

they are a list of private things , referring to our private lives. 
!7L~ 

This evening I w-0ul-El- lilte to suggest that as well as t he.t private 
a list • 

list, we shoul d also draw up/of New Year resolutions of things 

we will and will not do for the sake of J amaica . Here is some 

sort of rough guide of the kind of thing I have in mind . Let us 

begin at the top, with our leaders and the most importan t people 

in the J amai can community . 
resolve to 

Let t hose to whom we have given politi cal power-]do what must 

be done for t he good of the whole country , even if it is unpopular . 

And let them be honest and tell the people the truth about our 

problems, even if it hurts . 

Let the backbenchers in our parliament resolve to stop being 

party rubber stamps and stand up and speak like responsible men 

and women who have been elected to speak and argue and question 

on our behalf . 

Let our civil servants , especially in the middle grades , 

resolve to be civil in fact as well as in name . And please let us 

h ve much better manners among postmistresses in our country 

vill ges . 

Let our merchant pri· nc AIII. our i· n ~~ suran ce bodies and all those ~ ' 
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our capitalists , and all those middle- men who create nothing but 

l ive oft percentages and grow fat in the pocket - let them all 

resolve to settle f or a 25% return instead of the fat 100% of 

the -p st . If they do and carry out this resolution pri ce s will 

drop , the cost of living will come tumbling down , and Jamaica 

as a whole will benefit . 

And please let all those white peopl e from abroad r e solve t o stop 

griping about everything Jamaican ; and resolve further that if the 

cannot do this they will leave Jamaica. Just like the countries 

from whi ch they come , Jamaica is both beautiful and ugly . If they 

stay , let them help us accentuate the beauty and eliminate the 

ugliness . 

And coming down the scale , let our middle- c lass r e s olve to 

be a little more for Jamaica and a little less for itse lf • .An d 

let our trades unions and their leaders and our organi sed and 

unorganised workers resolve to put Jamaica before se c t ional 

interests . Our workers are entitled to a decent living wage , but 

the country is entitled to demand and get a decent day ' s work for 

a decent day ' s pay • .And let the I . D. C. and the Tourist Board 

resolve to sell the Jamaica that is and not the Jamaica that was • 

.And let all the s o- called small people of this country resolve 
to 

not ~x« regard themselves as small any more and act and behave 

and conduct themselves as big and responsible people entering on 

indpendence • .And let us all , the high and the mighty , the l owly 

and the weak , let all the people of this island resolve to make 

Jamq,ic a a proud and happy place to live in by de dicating ourselves 

to its service and to the best interests of all it people . 

Goodnight 
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Jo 313 The l~st Useful Citizens of 1961 

l\ E,:S COl J IE.... T.-1. Y 
For transmission on 
~a as day Jan 2 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter AbraLams s.i,:ieakine; 

Good evening: Las t year this time I selected Dr . Arthur 

Lewis , the Principal of the University College, as t he man who had 

made the mos t impo rtant contribution to peace and s tab ility in 

Jamaica in 1960 . You wi ll remember that 1960 was the years of the 

great Rastafar ian unrest and it was to Dr . Lewis that leaders of 

the Rastas went to ask for he l p . .t nd out of t11eir t a lks with Dr . 

Lewis and his recommendations to t he Go vernment came the i'I i ss ion to 

• frica anc1 the creation of a very mu ch be tter spirit between the 

Ras tas anc t he rest of thE community . You will also remember that 

all this crea tive work of Dr . Lewis was done quietly and •Kith very 

little pub licity . And for t he same year I c'.ose I1rs . Vera r:oody 

as the woman w: .. o had made t he most important contrbution to tr.e 

cultural life of the is aa:d:d because of Ler more- than- t wenty - ~ear 

lone: fi ght for the setting up of a s chool of mus ic wl:: ich c ame into 

being t hat year . 

In both these cases I selected pe op l e who had no t been in the 

forefront of tne da ily news but wh o se contribut ions, it seemed to 

me , were mu ch more likely to bring enduring goo d to Jamaica than 

tt:e deeds and words of mu ch more publicised politicians and other 

big shots . 

10w , using tbe same yardstick of genu i ne contribution for the 

long term goo d of J amaica as a whole, who have been the most useful 

citizens in 196 1? Afld I cErtainly do not nean those who have made 

the :nost noise . Apart f rom Bns ta and ·-Ianley, I do n ot t h ink t_1e 

con tribut ions of any individuals stood out as sh0.rply in 196 1 as 
did t ho s e of Dr . Lewis and Mrs . Vera Hoody in 1960 . 
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In politic s I think three men contributed mos t to t he livening 

up of the scene during the i:-,as t year : !'.Ir . Edward Seaga with his 

initiation of the great debate on the ' Haves ' and the ' Have -not'; 

Mr . !,:i lla rd Johnson who start ed the public talk on r a c e and colour, 

and I-:r . Robert Ligb tbourne, who, ma inly from behind t he scene h1:1 s 

had a gr eat deal to do with the revitalis a tion of t he J ar:ia ica Labour 

Party . Of the t hree , I wou l d put Mr . Li ghtbourn e f irs t . His work 

was done qu ietly , he was not involved in any big public i ssue or 

discussion as were t he other two . But he had Busta ' s ear rr.ore 

co mpletely than anyone else in the J . L . P . The new look and t he new 

tone of t he J . LP . , the new air olfi. radicalism about it , all t hese 

stem b:isically from th~ Ligl:tbourne influence behind the scenes . 

But I think t hat by far the most significant event of 1961 

as fa~ as the whole of Jamai ca i s concerned was the creation of a 

new climate of thinking on social matters . And here , I t h ink, the 

• 

most important contribution i>:as mAde by non- politicians . The Governor 
4- it,,~ -,,: ~ ti ¢..,--S-~ C,l,...~ 01~, \.-½ Gcj,.,16ta_ 

Sir Kenne t h Blackburne, us'ed.'th e considerab le influence of tia.€ offic~ 
I\ 

to bring groups of people together to qu ietly di s cus s the social 

problems of Jamaica and their moral implications . And the unspoken 

t ext of all these little ga t herinss revolved a round that basic 

qu mstion for all Christians : ' Arn I my brother' e keeper?' And out of 

t hi s has come an unseen add, as yet , only slightly felt movement of 

social cons c iousn ess and social he l p wb ich I am sure i s go in to 

change the whole climate of t hi nking in J amaica in t he years that ..r. 
~ \e-Ju..,....,.s.. <\' ¼.· .<-r~ 1./o-w:i­

li e ahead of us . So I should say that Sir enneth ha made a maj or 
f,.. 

contribution to the quiet revolution in our thinking , without w,ich 

we cannot change the wo rld around us . Tomorrow I will tell what I 

consider t he mo s t important institution of 1961 . So till then, 

Goo dn i ght . 
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The College of Arts , Science & Technolo gy 

1JE',vS C I:! J~_,_,, T · Y 
For transmission on 
·\rednesday J an 3 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abr ar1ams speaking 

Good evening : The world in wh ich we live is more of a 

t echnolo gical world today than it was ten years ago . An d i t will 

be more of a teclmologica l world five or ten years f rom now than 

it is today . And we can go on pr edicting wi t h absolute confidence 

that the further you look into the future t he more techno logical 

t hat world wi ll be . 

In t:at world your eng inee , your scientist, your chemis t, 

and all those who work in the applied sciences ar e going to be 

the ,nos t i mportant workers and t h e key builders of that worl • 

Already this ls so in h i ghl y developed countries like Britain and 

the United States and ussia and Germany . Industry in Britain put s 

puts a higher value on the indu3tria l t echnolo gi s t than on any 

other worker . ,v i thout his training and skills the British aircraft 

industry and the British motor industry wou l d not be wher e t hey 

now are . And what goe s for Britain goes for everyone of the highly 

industr iali sed countries . These are t he peop l e who ha:ve revolutionise 

our world . They are responsible for the s plitting of the atom and 

t he building of s~;ac e ships that will take man to tre s t art. It is 

they who have created metal s that are so strong that they can 
being burnt 

go hurtl ing through the a ir a t fantast i c speeds without/lam:xN±Ngxur~ 

up by the tr emendous heat caused by fri ction . Think of the mir acle 

of radio and television , think of your addinf ma chines t hat a r more 

accurate and qu icker than men , think of your electricity - and h en 

you t h ink of thEse ,uf-:-.: you are thinking of the wo rk of your s cienti s t 
l~ 

and your enslneer, of youn t e chnologist . So you see , techno logy of 
I\. 
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cr ucial importance fo r any country which wants to develop and 

expand its economy and which want s to make the best use poss ible 

o f its man ower and it resources . And it is for triis reas on that I 

think XME our College of rts, Science and Technology emerged as 

our most important new institution in 1961 . 

Now , the College did not come into being in 1961 . It was 
by the Ministry of Education 

established in 1958/and a permanent ~tatuto r y Council assumed 

comtro l of it in 1959 . This Council is an aut onomous body made up of 

tvrelve member s . One is a representat i ve of the Ministry of Education , 

and one is a representative of the University Colle[e . The other 

ten are RNCU.Bi:N appointed by the Minister from people who have 

experience in matters relating to Arts , Science,Technology , 

Commerce and Industry . It is perhaps unfai r to NiKJIIE sinrle out 

individuals from a team who have done remcirlrnbly well by the 

College , but the contributions of the Chairman, Lr . Donald 

Farquharson and Er . 0 .I': . Eenze l l have been outstanding in 0 ettine; 

the College on a proper footing . Today the College has four 

de~,artrr,ents , ec..ch with its ovm head and staff : e1ere a.Be de~Jartments 

of Engineering , of Building , of Scienc e, of Commerce as v:ell as an 

Ins ti ti.: tional i-IanaE;ement sec tion . In 1960 there were 250 and 6 of 

t::i.em qualified in Institutional IIanagemant;i . In 1961 tLere were 

4-75 full t ime and part - time student s . Three qualified ae mechanical 

en& ineers , 7 as electrical en:!ineers and 4 in building . All this 

is tr·e beginning of wLat will bec ome a key as_;::,ect of our development 

in the future . And this makes our College of Arts , Science and 

Technology a key institution for the future development of Jamai ca , 

and therefore the most si5nificant for the year/, just past . 

rf 
• 
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No 315 The Removal of ~ . G. S . Coombs 

EWS CO \11-:.E1\ TARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Jan 4 at 6 . 15p .m 
eter Abrahams speaki ng 

Go od evening : Last night ' s news t ha t t he Governor had , on t he 

..... 

advi c e of the Pr emier, relieved l•'.::r . A. G. S. Cnnrobs of his post as !inis te r 

of Co mmunications and Works, was no surprise to anybody . It was some­

thing that had been brewing a long time . The question in t he minds of 

most observers had not been whether ~ • .w I! Mr . Coombs wou l d cease to 

be a Minister of Government but r<lther when and how t his would come 

about . The quest ion was whether the Government and the PN . F' . wou ld 

be able to r emove IT . Coombs without a big fuss and a big polit ical 

scandal or whet her we were in for a real public show- down . Some P . N. P . 

supportsrs hoped t hat tkxx the show- down would be postponed until 

after t he coming elections . The enemi es of the P . N. P . , on the other 

hand, hoped very much for a show- down sornewbere just before the election s 

They felt this wou l d weaken the chances of the P . ~ . P . at the elections . 
statement 

Certainly , from the XNNIDIN~KmRNX i ssued by Mr . Manley as leader of 

the P . N. P . it is cle~r that the party went to a gr eat deal of trouble 

to try and settle the issue as peacefully and privately as poss ible . 

The party had pai d off the mortgage debt on Mr , Coombs ' house and had 

undertaken to. pay ~ff his XNKN~~Nge contributions to the pens ions 

scheme for M.E . R. s s o that he would be in a position to collec t his 

pens ion immediately, if and as soon as it came into being . The pr ic e 

of all this - and tLe root of the wliole trouble - was ti-.at the P .1; . l' . 

did not want -lr . Coombs as its canfidate in the coming e l ections . But 

after seeming to go along with these arrangements to pension h i m off, 

1-~r . Coombs changed his mind and so we had yestP:rday ' s announcement . 

~ow what does thie mean for the P .r . P . anr~ for its chances in 

St . James? Ano , was , . i . St . J nmes , the seat which :r,,;r . Coomes has 
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o 316 Party Politics & Political Principles 

aE':IS CO ,11:El~T.,.,RY 
For transmission on 
Friday Jan 5 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

• 

Go od evening : I think the Coombs affair illustrat es a very 

important and very seriou s weakness in the political life of this 

country , and I tnink it also illustrates the beginnine- of the end of 

that weakness . I think this same point was illustrated , though i n a 

much less dramatic form when we had the break between ~~rs . Rose Leon 

and the J . L .. ear l ier. 

Let us consider case histories . Both ,:rs . Leon and Hr . Co mbs 

entered our House of Representatives in 1949 . Both have done great 

service for their parties in the early years . Both became Ministers 

of Government when their parties assumed power . Both were people with 

strong grassroots i nfluence : l~rs . Leon ·especially among the h i llfolk 
~ 

aNllix of vl stern St . Andrew , and IJ> . Coombs among the islands workers . 

.. 

Ir . Coombs , lndeed , was a pioneer trade unionist who formed the Jamaica 

',~7orkers and Tradesmen I s Union way back in 1936 . He was President of 

what was known as the Radical Workers Union and a founding member¢' of 

the P . :~ . P . Mrs . Leon was at one time Chairman of the J . L .P . Both 

these people played important roles in their respective parties at one 

timE;l . And within twElve months of each other , ?1rs . Leon was out of the 

J . L . P . and i~ . Coombs is on the point of being out of the P . · .P . 

B'.l.t the startling part of the whole business is in the reasons 

why these two pioneers left their parties . l~s . Leon left the J . L. P 

because she accused Busta of being dictatorial . But if Busta is 

dictatorial now then he must always have been dictatorial . Certainly, 

those who knew Busta in the early days insist that he is more tolerant 

now than he was in the early days . The reason for 1:r . Coombs I fall - out 

with his party does not even have this doubtful hint o~ even the 
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slightest difference of opinion . I-:r . Coombs wante dt~xElf to be his 

party ' s candidate in the forthcoming election . His party did not want 

him as its candidate and so we had the fall - out . There was no iesue 

of principle involved . There were no differences on matters of po licy ; 

he was not drtven on by ny deep conviction involving the interest s of 

the country . ~ 

I think it is at this point tha t the question of principles comes 

in . row I do not want to sound high- minded . Very few people go into 

politics , or indeed into any other undertaking, out of mot1~~B of 

GNXJX~NXE!X solely pure high- mindedness . People become po i t ··c.ians 

out of a c<hmbination of motives gener2lly: there will b e 'the m1xture 

of the love of power , the desire to serve our fellowmen as well as the 

desire to improve our ovm positions and make money . And very often 

we will make out that what \ve want is ood for the comnn.mi ty a s a 

whole when it is really just to serve our own selfish interests . Because 

we are human th:i:is is so for everyone of us . 'dhat can , and often does 

keep this pattern of mixed :natives under control; what often restrains 

the purely selfish desires in us, is when we commit ourselves to a 

body of principles which are higher than our selfish interests and by 

which we try to regulate both our private and our public conduct . I 

feel that the lack of such a body of principles ar1ong most of our 

politicians , such a body of basic political beliefs that are more 

important than selfish interetts , is a serious weakness in the political 

life of this country . This I think, has been clearly illustrated by 

recent events within every single one of our political parties . A most 

important heed for t.b.e future then is to inject a measure of .t-olitical 

principle into the minds of our party politicians both for the rood 

of the parties and forte good of t~e country . Goodnight . 
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Jo 317 Education this Year . 

HEWS COM:.~\'".2ARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Jan 6 at 6 . 15p . m 
Petei' Abrahams speaking 

• 

Good evening : The great trek back to school begins on I-·Tonday 

and mothers and grannies are going to find their homes and their back­

yards stranrely quiet after having grown used to having the chilnren 

at home over the long Christmas holfil~ays . For the majo rity of fathers 

there ~ill be tho problem of findin~ school fees as well as havjng to 

deal with all the different taxes we have to pay around this time of 

year . The lucky ones are those whose chil:_ren are on scholarships . I 

am sure we would all welcome the day when education does in fact become 

free and compulsory for all children . But hPre too, we, as taxpayers 

will really have to pay for this free compulsory education ~hen it 

comes. And this brings me to one of the problerr.s of education which 

can be solved with a little intelligence and flexibility on the part 

of our education aut1.orities. . ' . 
Fro~ what I have been told by teachers - especially head□&sters 

and head . .1istresses - over the holiday period, I am not very impressed 

with the Education Linistry's ni:ili approach to building . I understand 

that in Government Schools and in schools that havP become government ­

subsidised , the I!inistry takes over all ·responsibility for the putting 

up of school buildings - even where it does not put up all the r-ioney . 

One can understand this with straigr-.t government schools but it is a 

little less easy to understand with gove nment subsidised schools , 

For instances , I hhve been told of more than one school wberE a builder 

has come along and told the headmaster or headmistress that he had 

been instructed by the Ministry on exactly how a building should be 

put up . The headmaster or headmist1·ess had not been consulted uy tae 
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1i nistry, and when l1t:: o~ he ..., .1.-., u .. c ~ulJ. , .... ;,_ L,e. .., i t would be best 

for thE: school end more econo:uiical to put up the .stru t ure a dilfiferent .. 
way , tlle sugeestion had been dismissed by the ou· J_p.er • . Ee had r e ceived 

•," ': . 
his orders from t:r-.e 1-•1inistry and that was that . · The / · sult is that .. . 
classes are often hot and stuffy and dark because windows are away 

from the line of the breeze or there are no ,1indofs where you could get 

most light . The plans have been drawn up by lit .J,e bnreaucr ts who 

do not zno1:: the lie of the land and how to use i t ·t · best advantage 

or else wbo have made a quick casual visit to tbe i te . And so the 

kids have to work in dark an stuffy classroom . This is just not good 

enough . The headmaster or headmfustress of some government- subsidised 

scnool has probably been in ch~rge for ten years or more and has had 

considerabl~ experience in the putting up of buildinzs to the best 

advantage of the children . I tbink it is utter stupidity for tte 

l~nistry ' s officers not to cake use of the knowlcdg and experience 

of these people to create pleasant surrou_dings for c½ilaren to grow 

u, straight and strong in both cin " ~nd body . 

And then tLere is t:1e question of costs . I h3ve been told of 

sc_ool buildings which were put up privately for five or six tlousanc'l 

pounds and tuen, later, small er and less pleas inc 1:truc t ures 1.1ere put 

up by the l~nistry for ten or fifteen ttousand pounds. Again~ by 

si:nply -draw inc on the experience of those who know the i,:inistry 1 can cut 

costs conside .. bly . 00 I nope tl:::at this year tt:e kini stry '.Till n:ake use 

of the knowledge and ricn e~JJl I.:ience of t.te heads of set ools . It \· there 
('V'-- IV(\A... 

for the asking and it will / lcarnin€ a joy for our cl",i lr'!ren . Gooc'lnight . 
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No 318 

.i: Ev COHh.r• .. dT · RY 
For transmission on 
]Ionday JDan 8 at 6 . 15p .m 

eter Abrahams speaking 

The Cse of the Lovely Legs 

Good evening : Every now and then something trivial, something 

unimportant, happens and shows us some aspect of the world or of human 

nature in a striking and unique way . When this happens we often see 

and understand a personality or a people or a situation with a sharpnes 

and clarity that is almost blinding . And we learn and understand in a 

way that no great teacher or great scholar could have made us understan 

/Towards the end of last week I cane across one .such sli ht happening . 

And it raised the question of what social and educational value ·we 

shot.lld put on a pair of ·1ovely legs: Yes , I am talking about a pair 

of lovely legs of a living , breathing woman . 

I am sure most of you, especially the men , would associate a 

pair of lovely legs with delightful thoughts and little else . Ce~tainl~ 

few peop l e would think of a pair of lovely legs revealing the social 
I 

sickness of a society and a people more sharply than has ever happened 

before . And yet that is exactly what happened . 

On Thursday of last week ,the ssociated Press carried a report 

which I am sure most of you must have •seen in your papers . It told 

the story of a young man of twenty who works as a cleaner in a railway 

station . One day this young man saw a young woman whose legs were so 

beautiful that he could not resist telling her so . And so the young 

man turned smiling and appreciatively to the young woman and said, 

politely and respectfully: 11 Lady, but you ' ve got nice legs !" 
is · 

The young man ' s name w.ax Alfred M:ajola . The young woman ' s name 

is Faith Jennifer Seaton . The place where the young man paid the 

young woman this great compliment for the beauty of her legs was 

on the platform of Johannesburg staticµ in the Republic of South 
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No 319 Air Freight Parcels & Transport to Airport. 

NEWS COMM.El TARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday ian 9 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : On Fr)day of last week a listener got in touch 

with me and raised a problem which I think is of general concern 

to a large number of people . This list;er had received a notice 

to say that there were two parcels for her at the airport . These 

had been sent from the United States by airfreight . Like the maj ority 

of us this listener is not rich or even well off . Indeed, as in mos t 

families, both she and her husband go out to work because that i s 
n~xi±kEXllEXmxt~xxxix~f xxxmx±RXMEXXME 

the only way they can make ends meet . / And so she had to try and 

get these parcels during her lunch hour . And like the majority of 

Jamaicans they have no ca.r . And so , there was the problem of how to 

get to the airport and back within her lunch hour. She tried to 

find out about buses but there was no bus going to the airport. Ther e 

is a bus that goes to Port Royal . But with this should have to get 

off a.t the round- about and walk the best ·part of a mile to 3et tw 

t he airport; and the ~ort Royal bus did not run frequently . She had 

to g_ive up that idea because it meant a trip of at least two or three 

hours o Next she thought of a customs brokeri to get the parcels out 

for her . She soon gave up that idea because she found out it xm1iN 

was going to cost her twenty- five shillings straight off just for 

the broker 1 s transport without the question pf ~rokers ' fees coming , 

up . And so, after exploring all possibilities, this woman had to 

hire a cab to go and collect two small airfreight parcels . That was 
I 

the only way she could . do it within her lunch hour, and it cost her 

thirty shillings. For that family thirty shillings is a lot of money 

and it means that for this week they have to budget much more 

tightly than t1'1ey normally do. 
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I have told you the story of this one case in some detail because 

I have found out it is a pattern of many others . It is a st?ry that 

can be duplicated over and over again . There is the story of the old 

granny who looks after the children of her daughter in Eb.gland . A 

few days before Christmas a parcel of gifts for the children and. the 

old woman arrived by airfreight . The old granny had to come down 

from. the St . Andrew hills; she had only a few shillinp:s and so by 

a combination of walking begging riaes and more walking, she spent 

all of one day and half of one night getting that parcel and ~ett ng 

home so that the children should have their mother ' s e:ifts on 

Christmas morming. 

This etting to the· airport is a particular har W:lfuWP on the 

poorest and most hard- pressed section of our community . I know that 

it is best, in terms 'of airport organisation, that customs for the 

airfreight stuff should be at the airport . But surely we coul try 

and make it easier for peoplE without cars, ana they are the majority 

in the community, to get to and from the airport without this fantastic 

hardship and high costt . Kost international airports throughout the 

world have frequent and reasonably priced bus services t 
I 

an from the 

airport . I should like to think that this particular hardship 

suffered by poor people without cars is due to an oversight on the 

part of those responsible for the setting up of our fine new airport . 

And I hope that now that it has been brought to their attention they 

will get a cheap and frequent bus service going between Kingeton and 

the airport . Gooctni_:ht . 
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. 320 lJive:i. b..t.l.LC ..... vlOn 0.L .l.!.oCUrlOJ.UY 

l~E'l'l~ COu.1.•.1.llu.,'l An.l. 
For trans1!lission on' 
','ednesday Jan 10 at 6 . 15p . 
Pet er Abrahams speaki ng 

Good evening : The news released by the Industrial Development 

Corporation over the weekend that the manufactur i ng industry made 

, the l ar gest single contribution to the Jamai can economy i n 1960 is 

a very important landmark in the development of this.island . In the 

pas t t he K~~ E foundation of our economic life was based on 

agriculture, with sugar as the cornerstone . And in t hose days any 

severe setback in agriculture , especially i:q sugar, automatically 

created a grave economic situation . Today things are different . 

Today a setback in one sector of t1e economy does not automatically 
t 

threaten t he whole economic life of the country . There is a resilienc 

about the economic life of the country today which was not there ten 

or even five years ago . An thE story behind this new economic 

r esili nee is the diversification of our. economy. Instead of the 

nation depending mainly on agricultur, we now have a flouris ' ing 

manufacturing industry as well as mining and tourism . InstE-ad of 

a ll our eggs being in one basket , they a~e now in four big baskets . 

And t he biggest of these baskets - the biggest money earner in 1960 -

was :tli<lx the basket marked ,nanufacturing . 
wondered about . 

But there is a problem here which many people have/xxkRN . They 

say we hear about all t his develppI,IJ.ent; we hear about the coming of 

all these new industries; we hear that our ~ro s s mes tic roduct 1 s 

so mu ch hi her than it ever was before ; and yet we see very little 

of all this prosperity; certainly, very little of t his new economic · 

health and wealth of the country seems to have rubbed off on us . 

In a sense these peopl,e are right', but only in one sense . You 

certainly cannot and •will not see the effects of this stabilisation 
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and diversification ~~XX*E and expansion of the economy overnight . 

In no society do you ,see the e enefits i~mediately • .And the lower 

down you are in the economic scale , tr.e longer it takes for these 

benefits to seep down, if nothing is done to hasten the process . 

And so it is that there are ·always people who do not seem to get 

anything from the expansion of the economy . :And it is very cold . 

comfort to say to these people that you cannot plant an orgnge tree 

today and expect to start picking fruit tomorrow . But that is a cold 

fact of · life . , 

And yet we are seeing a fair measure of the benefits of our new 

economic health all about us . We are seeing some of it in the greatly 

increased and increasing numbers of children at schools; we are seeing 

some of it in the going up of health centres all over the island; we 

seeing some of it in the spreading of piped water into remote rural 

areas; some of it we see in housing; some of it we see in the bigger 

pay packets workers take home on Friday nights . So we are seeing some 

of these benefits , and as time goes o we will see more of them -

if we keep up the growth and expansion of our economy . But this oes 

not mean we should be satirfied . Let us by all means push for a little 

more of the benefits . But let us not say XMXN~ that nothing is 

happening because that is not true . 

I think t h ~s diversification has made the country economically 

healthier than it ever was . To keep it that way and expand it we 

must all work hard . The great social need now is .to make sure that 

the nation 1 s wealth is shared much more evenly than it was and still 

is . Goodnight . 
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· .(o 321 Entrenchment of Bill of Rights 

NEWS COM: IENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Jan 11 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I am very · glad that the Committee drafting the 
I 

constitution has decided t o reverse its original decision and entrench 

the proposed Bill of Rights o I am glad because civi l liberties are 

fundam:antal and because there was a very real danger of a rift 'inside 

the Committee over this matter . And that would have been very bad 

in terms of the basic interests of Jamaica . 

I think the pattern of pressures that led up to this decision 
~ very high 
~ extremely interesting . It is a pattern that reveals a/degree 

of sophistication in power pressures and the a cute sensitivity of 
I 

our leaders to these pressures . It shows also how .effectively the 

technique of the ' Trojan Horse ' was used, and how cleverly the 

Committee safeguarded the country on an important· issue . The issue , 

of course , had to do with the so - called sacred right of property . 

It is no secret that one of the main conc erns of some of our 

business leaders has been to ·safeguard , preferab~y by entrenchment , 

the right of property . ·ow there is nothing either wrong or i mmora l 
\ 

about this . Property O\vners , as a class, would be less than human if 
\ 

they did not try to safeguard their property rights . And it is no 

more wrong than it is for trade unionists to try to safeguard t he 

right of the workers to organise themselves in unions .. These are 

legitimate group interest within the community ~ 

But no good constitution would put the interests of any single 

group above the interests of the community as a whole . And so it was 

no surprise to me when the Premier said , on J anuary 4th , that with 
~ the exception of one person , all the members Of the Committee · of 

-one mind that the rights of property should not be entrenched in 
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the Constitution . It was also in that selfsame statement that Mr . 

anley indicated that the Committee did not intend to entrench the 

Bill of Rights . 

Now , it is almost impossible , in Jamaica today, to mount a 

popular campaign of pressure for the entrenchment of property rights . 

Indeed , the uneven distribution of the wealth and property of the 

country would make such a campaign very unpopular . The mood of the 

country is against this ' stand- still ' entrenchment of property rights . 

And so too, are both of · our major parties , according to their policy 

declarations . So, the only other possible way to safeguard pro~Bbyy 

rights with any certainty of popular support , is to tuck in property 

rights somewhere in the Bill of Rights and then demand the entrenchment 

of the Bill as a whole. This is exactly what has happened . It was a 

brilliant move and one which could not be resisted . But please do hot 

mis~nderstand me: I am not saying that the people who mounted the 

campaign for the entrenchment of the Bill of Rights were only concerned 

with protecting the sacred right of property . Many of them have proved 

their gamnine devotion to civil liberties and the arguments they put 
/ 

forward were sound and solid . The entrenchment of the fundam.1:mtal 

rights and freedoms of the citizen is a good thing . But let us face it , 

for some, of them a main consideration was the entrenchment of the 

sacred right of property . But have they succeeded in entrenching 

property rights along with our other fundamental freedoms? And in any 

case, what is so wrong about Entrenchi ng pro~e~ty rights? I ' ll try 

to answer t hese 1 uestions tomorrow. So till then , goodnight . 
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NE.VS C01'~·vI:z:., T, Y 

The Bill of Right s : 
.Entrencnment of Property i ghts 

Fo trat-smission on 
Friday Jan 12 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Is there anything wrong with entrenching the right 

of property? I think the answer to ttis question depends very □uch on 

wLere you stand, on your angle of vision and on what you are talking 

about . If by property we mean your goodsand crattels and mine - the 

house and the plot of land on which it stands , the things inside t h e 

house , your few pigs and goats and co,1s - if by pro:13:e:t:ty we mean this, 

then there is nothing wrong with entrenching our property . Pleas ~ 

do not dismiss this as a joke . In Geroany under Hitler just such 

small possessions - household goods and chattels , jewelry and the 

like , were taken from millions of Jews by the Nazis . The po i nt though 

is that when any society reaches that sta e then what is i n your 

cons ti tut i on or your Bill of Ri ght s j u st does ot ,11ean a thing . But 

this is not he as ect of p~op .~ that thos e who want property 

ri ghts entrenched are thinking about . 

It ink the property involved here is of a completely different 

kind and on a completely differ nt level . n example that comes to 

mind is the Allsides property in Trelawny . That was the first property 

acqired by the Jamaica government under the JLand Bonds Law . It wa a 

property of ,4, 500 acres ano it had been owned by absentee ovmers f or 

over forty years . Just before it w.as · cquired it had roughly 1 , 400 
Each of 

tenants eking out an existence of sorts on 2 , 500 acres . /These tenants 

paid the absentee owners a rent o thirty- four shillings for every 

acre of land t hey rented a year . For the absentee owners this was a 

very tidy inco e; . for the tenants it was a very misl9rable life . After 

allowing for rivers and streams and roads and tracks, as i1ell as the 

piece cultivated by the resident overseer, there remain_ed 2,460 acres 
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of land lying inert and unused in a sea of land hunger . That was way 

back in 1955 and I am telling you what I saw for myself . Then the 

. government acquired this land under t:.--,e JLana Bonds Law and 

redi stri puted it a,nong the _peasants who had worked it for the benefit 

of an absentee owner for so many years . I went back and had a l ook a t 

llsides towards the end of last year , and it was like going to a 

completely new place which I had not seen five ysars earlier . The 

five years between my first and second visit haa. created a fantast ic 

change in the outlook and living of the people . 

How , if we had had a constitution in 1955, a.nd into that 

constitution had been written a Bill of Rights which entrenched 

property rights the government may have found it impossible t o a cqu i r e 

the Allsides property and the improvements in the living of those 

people would not have come . The question is : was it right to a cquire_ 

that property ( and incidentally , it was acquired by due process of 
poss i b l e 

law though \...-e had no Bi l l of Rights)? There are two answers/here : 

the owners are likely to say no but those for whom this has meant a 

new chance in life the answer is yes . It is a question of hose inter es 

should come first - that of the majoritj of that of a minority . 

I suspect it is to deal with this issue of property right s tat 
)Ct · 9 

the aommittee has d;_c~ ded that in special circumstances a Bill may 
~ l,c.x, ,. ~ C i,..."-3 • - \- Ii 

be passed in the ordinary way which conflicts with any item in the 
A . tr" 

Bill of Rights . c d so prope~t y rights will not be quite sacred when 
interests 

i~ clashes with the general ~N of the maj a~tt ~ Goodnight . 
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:N'o 323 l } gr j ct ~ar keting Bo 8 
2} Floods & Droughts 
3) Discipline in Schools 

N"E:iS cor,;::ENT1 RY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Jan 13 at ·6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Tonight I should like to touch briefly on three 

very important subjects . First on agriculture . On the face of it , 

there seems to be some duplication in the plans to set up marketing 

organisations for the island ' s agricultural produce . On December 5th 

of last yeart Mr . Rudolph Burke , the President , told a press conference 

of the Jamaica gricultural Society ' s plans to set up an all- island 

marketing organisation to solve our very acute problem of internal 

agricultural marketing . Then , on Wednesday of this week , Mr . Keble 

Munn, the Minister of griculture , told the Half Yearly :Keeting of 

the J .a . S . that the Government propo s ed to - set up a Statutory Marketing 

Board at an early date to take care of the marketing of our agri cultura 

produce , fresh as well as processed . For years the country has been 

in desperate need of an agricultural mar keting organisation and then , 
just o.ver 

suddenly , '\'lithin the space of iE:s:s:x:tNa:N thirty days we have the 

announcement of two agricultural marheting DDganisations . Wh.y? I s 

there a conflict of interests between t he J .A. S . and the Ministry of 

griculture? re the two organisations go ing to work together or are 

they going to compete? And was there any sort of discussion between 

the Ivdnistry and the J . . • on this important question of internal 

marketing? Agriculture is very important to all of us and it is not 

in such a healthy state as to allow us th extr vagan ce of duplicated 

services , so some more information and explanations please . 

ext there is the very depressing problem of floods ana droughts . 

,e have had recent reports that north coast hotels have suffered 

·1osses in their tourist trade because of the heavy rains over· the 

Christm.as and :t-Tew Year period . There have been r por ts of l andslides 
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and of serious damage to roads and fi~ld and homes . In contrasts to 

this , we have had reports from certain areas of the island about a . 
I 

grave shortage of water , and in one place there was rationing . 

' If this were not so tragically dangerous for the future of this 

island , it would be laughably r diculous • .And pl ease remember this 

alternation of drought and flood is not the result of any act of God . 

It is the direct result of the ignorance , stupidity and. carelessness 

of men . We ourselves are responsible for these disasters by the 

casual carelessness with which we treat the land. . J.· en clear the land 

by burning bush and tree because it is quick and easy and they get a 

good first crop . But in the process they leave its rich top soil 

exposed for the rain to wash e,way , and there are no shrubs and trees 

to hold and absorb the water and so check flo ods and seep down to serv 

us in dry t .imes . This is one of our most serious lo g- term problems 

and some decisive action from the government is long overdue . 

Finally , there is the very serious p oblem of discipline in our 

senior schools . Last year ,v:as a very b d year in this respect . We had 

the unhappy situation where senior schoolboys took t ,hei[ quarrels with 
~?~~w o.,,rAll 

a headmaster into the daily press . That this . ~ .ero::l::d h a ve- hawcned was 
~ 

tragic . And there have been a number of unhappy cases showing up this 

breakdown in discipline . Let us try to do be~ter this year . Let teache. 

be loyal to their heads inst:ad of cy:rryine: favour _witp their boys and 
s~ . t,.,._ ~ rl &1l-- f., ~~ ~ • 

girls • .And parents too, ~r ~t ~Ht ~lame. iscipline at school 
moulding decent 

is one of -the cornerstones in the hard business of ENXXlltiN~ g GG~ 

human beings who will grow into good and respons'ible citizens . 

Goodnight . 
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to 324 1audling in Trinidad 

lE,'1S CO -1lv,.Ei.1JT_ Y 
For transmission on 
1onday Jan 15 at 6 . 15p .m 
eter Abrahams speaking 

British 
Good evening : The new/~~±tkx Colonial Sec~etary , ~...r . Refinald 

Maudling is now in Trinidad . Today he will have talks about the future 

of what remains of the West Indies Federation with the present leaders 

of the Federal Government . Tomorrow and Wednesday he will have talks · 

with Dr . Eric Wi lliams and other leaders of the Trinidad Government . 

On Thursday he will have talks with Mr . Errolt Barrow ; the Premier 

of Barbados , and on Friday and Saturday he will have talks with the 

leaders of t he Leewards and Windwards . So , all in all , this is going 

to be a very busy and a very tricky week for Britain 1 s new Colonial 

Secretary . It is also a very crucial week for the future of the 

Zaste n Caribbean . 

',·}hat results are possible from t is w ek ' s discussions? Firet , 

I think that Mr . Maudling will find out, if. he does not already know , 

that tMax the present Federal Government is just about s unrepresentai 

as any government can be in a democracy . It has no popular mass 

support and it does not enjoy the confidence of any of the unit 

governments . It is in fact a goyernment in name only. The Federal 

Prime Unister ' s party has lost power in Barbados , and it is :nost 

unlikely that either he or any of h is present ~inisters could win an 

election anywhere in the -,'lest Indies . So if rer . i:audling is to get 

the picture in its right setting he will have to realise that'he is 

dealing with a straw federal government . If he does not realise that 

then his talks with Dr . Williams will be doomed before they begin . 

Dr . Williams is the ·key man in all the present efforts yo revive 

and give new life to what is now a federation in name only . If Dr . 

Will i ams decides to have a go at keeping it alive then there might 
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still be a chance of salvaging what remains of the federation . rr , on 

t e other hand, he dec1 s to wash h~s hands of i ~,0 th~~ we might as ;µ ~ f£..t.. . ,-; •Jo'\ · ~ t;, ~~t r-eJ{.~ ~ ~ ~l -.Le 
well write off the whole idea ,, In any case , if Williams ~ decid ~ 

I\ 
to try and keep it alive , the nature and st ct re of the federation , 
~ .,..,. .ti,_ . ~ l.,-e., 'ti 

if it "B;-still tcalled a federation , ,..__ · · be very different from the 

loose and clumsy and costly . structure we know now . 

Williams has made no secret of his belief in a strong , tightly 
want to 

knit and efficient centre . If he had his way he would probably/set up 

one central government in ort- of- Spain with a parliament to which 

each of the units would elect representatives . He would want to scrap 
\ 

the costly business of Cabinet Government and Chief Ministerships in 

the seven islands of the Wi ndwards and Leewards and treat each of these 

units a s a parish with only a local government structure . Indeed , 

Williams has made it clear that he would we il..com any island joining 

Trinidad on that basis . 

The problem is that there are so many little vaniti es and politica 

ambitions involved that people like Grenada ' s Eric Ga i ry w~ll fight 

against this very sensible and practical approach with all their might . 

' And this is where Mr . J.:audling is likely to run into t rouble . Dr . Eri c 

Williams is not prepared to carry a costly and messy federation , and 

unless Mr . r,~audling gets tough with people like !1:r . Gairy , unles s he 

spells out the hard facts of economic life to the s maller islands, then 

the whole point of his trip would be lost . The · ard fact is that 

independence comes neither freely nor cheaply , and so etimes the price 

can be very high%o o••• Goo dnight . 
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0 325 Some 

r EdS C0.-11.vf.Ei.'JT Y 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Jan 16 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter brahams speaking 

olicy 

Good evening : Up to now neither we in Jamai ca no r any of the 

other British t erritories in the Caribbean have been concerned wi th 

foreign policy . Britain has been responsible for our f oreign policy . 
and. for our relations with foreign countries . We have no t h ad an 

independent voice in the councils of the world and , at government a l 

l'evel we have not be able to express any views on the urgent internatio 

issue of the day . And whenever any leader from this area has meddled 

foreign aff'.airs , he has. ~enerally run up against British policy and 

there haa been trouble o T, ere was the case of British Gu iana when 1 

that territory ' s constitution was suspended by the British Go vernment 

becaus Dr . Jagan was alleged to want to align his country w t h Russ ia • 
• 

And then there was the more recent case when Mr . George Pr· ce was 
of 

accused/x:k:tM conducting secret negotiations with Gm:xma:tamxi:a Guatamal a 
. British 

on the future of/E~ixu Honduras . But all this is now ending very 

fast , for some of the t erritories at least . Sometime this year we will 

have complete freedom to arrange our foreign rela t ions in any way we 

choose . And it is very l ikely that tp.e same wi ll apply to Trinidad 

because Dr . Williams- is determined t o have independence this year . And 

unless there is a very serious breakdown in relations between B. G. and 

Britain over the date of independence , that terri:borj: is l ikely t o get 

control of its foreign affairs next year . 

But having control of your foreign affairs is not· as simpl e as it 

seems . Let us look at a few concrete examples . Finland has complete 

control of her f oreign policy but there are certain things the Finnish 

government dare not do , even if it wants to . Finland may want to join 

the iiorth Atlantic lliance . But Finland borders on Russia and the 
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Russians are opposed to 'the North Atlantic Alliance; f urthermore, the 

Russians ave told the Finns that if Finland did j oin the Alliance 

they would consider it an act of hostility against Russia . They have 

also warned Finland not to allow the Americans bases on Finni sh soil . 

So , what ever the Finns may want to do , there are certain things they 

dare not do for fear of offending powerful Russia . So you see , comp l 

control of your foreign policy does not mean complete freedom of 

action in foreign policy . Then there is the case of Albania who is 

a member of the communist bloc of countries . lbania disagrees with 

Russia on the communist pattern of foreign policy . But -she could only 
· openly 

express that disagreement/when Communist China , which is big and 

powerful, gave her support . If lbania did not have Chin ese suppor t 

it is likely that the Russians would have do~e what they di d in Hungary 

and send in tanks to impose their views by force . An ne rer home , 

Cuba is under very heavy pressure , and the pressure wil l go on both 

in politics and economi cs , because her foreign poli cy is host l e t o 

~he interests of the United States, and this is an American·sphere of 

influence . If the position had been reversed , if Cuba had been 90 miles 

away from Russian territory a~d her policies had been as host ile to 

Russia as they are to America, I doubt if Cuba would have lasted thi s 

long . This is just a fact of life _in power politics . 

So you see , hardly any small country in tqe world has genuine 
. ec.J-t ~~ 

freedom in foreign affairs . They are all 9-P&e-ett~~~ by one great power 

or another and they shape their policies in t h is light as well as in 

the J_nterests of their people . \, e will soon be in t h/j_s position . 

Goodnight . 
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No 326 What Pr ce 1.ioman? 

' 
EWS COI-il,,ENTARY 

For transmission on 
vednesday Jan 17 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Let us get away from politics and very heavy news 

and go on to something -very much more serious , very much more i mpor tan 

and very much m~re delightful : let us talk about women . Incidentall y ,. 

tonight ' s commentary s mainl y for men - though women may list:an if 

t hey wish ••••• Well sir , the big question is : What price woman? If you 

had to pu t a value , inters of cash or kind, how woul you go about 
I 

deciding just how mu ch your wife is worth? Or if you are on t h e point 

of marrying some young l ady, what financial value would you put on 

that young lady? And how woul d you a rive at that value? 

I think two cases might be useful in he l ping Y,ou to answer t hese 
. 

questions . The first case took place in Ita and it is a rather sad 

one . 

ThE shape of Ita ly, as you know, is like the old time long boots 

ptra tes like henry lCorgan wore . Well , right whEre t he big toe of t he 

boot would be is a little seaport town in w'1i ch lived a young of 32 

called r,_arino . Marino ' s wife was a very attractive woman called 

Francesca , aged 29 and mother of his three chi l ren . But ::a rino waL 

in debt way up to his neck and over his head and he did not kn w wl, t 

to do until h i s -f riend , tonic ... affa , offered to buy hi s wife . Raffa 

already had a wife of his own , but she was on the island of Sici l y 

so he did not see that as any problem. Besides , he was no t committins 

bigamy , he was just buying somebody else ' s wife . It see1,1s that Hhen 

the matter was put to her , the beautiful Francesca did not obj Ect , so 

the two .nen set about arguing over price . ·They fi· ally agreed on a 

sume just under £600 . So Francesca e.nc two of her three children 

.aOVE!C in with Raffa . The th"r e agreed to remain good friends and j_ t 
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was also agreed that Marino could visit his c}ildren any time he wishe 
I 

to . It was further agreed that Raffa should pay the money t o 1arino 

Raffa paid the first , the second and the third instal::1en tsxE 

nd seemed vcr - _happy with the bargain . But when it came to paY,ing 

off the l ast instalment , he became difficult . , _ t last i arino went 

to Raffa ' s house demand the final payment . But Raffa woul d not pay 

and so they got into a fight . V:hen things got r ough f or Raffa and 

it coked as though 1'-Iarino was going to beat him into submi s sion , 

Raffa grabbed a pistol and shot Mari no thr ee times . Marino died on 
~ 

the way to hospita l . Raffa gave h i mself up to the police and the 

case was recorded as ' i lled in a dispute o er t he final payment on 

h i s wi:fe . " ,.1;:; are s 11 to find out how Italy ' s courts wi ll deal wi t h 

this strange and tragic case of t h e sale of a wif e . 

The other case is much more cll.eerful . Tom ~·1Iboya , t ', e young 

frican nationalist leader of Kenya is ,going to ma ry a very at t r a ctiv 

young woman, Pamela Od.ede. This marriage is a big political affair 

because Pamela ' s father, .Jalter Odede is one of the most influential 

frican nationalist l 6 aders and one of the men closest to Jome 
I 

~enyatta . ccording to frican custom it is the man w"ho must pay· what 

is loosely called the bride- price . So ~!alter Odede asked Tom for 16 

cows . He said if he uanted to be harsh he '\vould have asked for 24 cows , 

if e wanted to be soft he would. have asked for twelve , so 16 is fai r . 

No woman is worth more than 24 cows •.•• 'fell , l ow say you : what pri c e 

woman? Goodnight . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



To 327 Jamaica ' s New Constitution 

NEWS cor "T.t y 
For transmiss ion on . 
Thursday Jan 18 at 6 . 15p om 
eter Abraha s s~eaking 

Good evening : Yesterday the Draft Constitution under which 

Jamaica will become independent later this year was tabled in the ' 

House of REpresenta.tives . Tomorrow the same aft Constitution will 

be tabled in our Legislative Council . And ,rith 1this the formal tas 

o~ the Joint Committee of our Legislature will be discharged . These 

fourteen people have done their job, and I think they have done it 

very we l indeed . I thinlr the country owes each and every one of them 
all 

a debt of gratitude . And I think they/deserve special praise for t he 

s -;;iri t in which they set about it . They have · shown a sense of mat ri ty 

and political responsibility that must be the envy of all our most 

immediate neighbours . In Cuba , just 90 miles away , the idea of the 

gove~nme t party a e o positio~ party sittinf down together to 

shape the future , is impossible to conceive today . I n the .Dominican 

epublic there is· strife an tension and deep divisions between partie 0 

and power groups . In Haiti there is vigorous supression of oppos i i on . 

Only in .t'uerto ico is there relative calm and peaceful progress . And 

much the same sort of picture holds true , though in a modified form , 

for British Guiana~ and Trinidad . The D. L . . Opposition in Trinidad 

has boycotted the new Le~islature so far ana its leader, Dr . Capildeo 

has made all sorts of dire threats . In British Guiana t::r . Forbes 

Burnham has refused to meet Dr . Jagan in order to work out plans to 

move towards independence together . Only in Jamaica is the great •and 
or feal 

historic transition being effected without violence or the threat/of 

violence , without supression or the threat or fear of suppression . ,ru,d 

this is a great achievement of which everybody can be justly proud . 

There is a strong current of critical questioning in Ja~aica 
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today . And. think it is a very good thing . But it is very easy t o 

overdo it : it is easy to see only the dark side of things , to see only 

the faults and the failures and the things that have not been done . 

And many of us tend to ·do that . I think we want to balance the pict ure 

and this is a good time to do it . 

Let us be grateful for the fact that we have created a genui ne 

parliamentary democracy in t his island ,' where the leader of the g 

government and the leader of the opposition and their followers can 

sit down together and peacefully work out the shape of the future of 

this island . This is a very great advantage we have over nearl;r 

everyone of our neighbours . We nave a political leadership in Jamaica , 

wpich , in high and critical moment s , puts-countr y before party or 

selfish interests . And that is why this Draft Constitution for 

independence has been fashioned in such relative peace and harmony . 

This is something we should cherish and not allow to die in Jamaica . 
' 

This is -what gives the future such a hopeful look . So please do no t 

take this quality of leadership for· granted . It is something very 

rare in today ' s world . 

And please , get hold of this Draft Constitution and read it . It 

is not just a piece of paper . It is our blueprint for tomorrow . I hope 

a vast number of copies will be prin.ted and given away free . But 

meanwhile , today ' s Gleaner carries the full text of the ~onstitution as 

a special supplement . This too , is grsat public service . So read it , 

and keep it and discuss it and read it again . Goodnight . 

J 
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Dr . Thomas Ballogh on the Jamaican Economy 

NEWS CO ,:Ei.'lT Y 
For transmission on 
Friday Jan 19 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I think it was a most happy accident that Dr . Thomas 

Ballogh held his press conference on the same day that our Draft 

Constitution was tabled in the House . What he said ExNDign pu:bs our 

economic position in perspective in relation to the world and gives 

~s a very hopeful point of departure on the high and challenging and 

happy road of independence . 

But first , who is Dr . Ballagh? He is one of the world ' s leading 

economists who teaches at Oxford University . He is so highly respected 

as an expert on economic affairs that over the years a number of 

governments all ove~ the world have invited him to look at their 

economies and . advise them on how best to improve those economies . mong 

others , he has done this sort of work for the governments on ·Ghana and 

India , and he has also been an economic consultant to the United Nations 

So , what Dr . Ballagh says carries great weight and great authority . And 

he has spent the last four weeks xm~kxN~ here in Jamaica looking into 

our economy and advising the government on its 10- year plan . 

At his press conference Dr . Ballogh $aid that the Jamaican rate 

of economic growth had been phenomenal over the past ten years and that 

only Japan and uerto Rico, among all the developing countries , had 

sho1,m a higher rate of economic growth than Jamaica . And Puerto Rico , 

as you know , gets very special economic help from the United States 

which we do·~ot get from anywhere: so really the Puerto Rican rate of 

~rowth might actu 11 be less than ours without this special American 

help o This means that in relative terms the · Jamaican rate of ecomomic 

growth is been the second fastest in the developinf countries of the 

world over the past ten years . And if we can continue at this rate , 
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Dr . Ballo~h said , and if the growth of our population is not so great 

that it eats up all our gains, then, XN within 10 to 15 years time , we 

might find ourselves in a position where we do not need to deuend on 

the investment of foreign capital to keep the economy going . In other 

words it is possible for us to become as independent economically as 

we will soon be politically if population does not run away with the 

country . But this problem of population is tricky . The only way the 

population growth can be controlled is if all our major political partie 

agree_ to it . No one party is likely to stick out its neck on something 

so controversial and yet so absolutely essential for. the future economic 

health of the country . 

Dr . Ballogh showed that he-was very aware of this problem when he 

talked about a ' Dutch auction ' in politics in which the political 

parties malrn fant astic and unrealistic election promises which may 1.·1in 

them votes but which are also likely to hold up or even put back the 

economic growth of the nation . And he expressed the fervent hope that 

the political parties would enter into an agreemebt not to make ~arty 

politics out of the basic necessities for J amaica ' s development . Tis, hE 

says, would not only benefit the country economically , it would also 

help to create a more responsibl attit"l,lde in the population as a whole . 

I agree with Dr . Ballogh all the way . The future economic wellbeing 

of the country should not be a politick.1 football . It should be above 

party . ind surely, the men who thought on a national level when they 
are able to 

draften our Constitution , /~~N think on a national level when it comes 

to the very life- blood. of the nation . The e!h llenge is to them . Goodnigh 
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No 329 1) ~oints from Constitution 
2) smaller Federation? 

!' E,J C .I J.E::T .tl..RY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Jan 20 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I think it is still too early for me to try and . 

discuss the Draft Constitution in any detail . For one thing , I am· not 

sure that many people who are not politicians hav e had a chance to 

s i t down and reall y diges t t h i s important do cument . Fq r another I mysel! 

have only had a chanc e t o go throug11 it ver y qu ickl y and I certainly 

feel that I -need the weekend for a really carefu l and thougr tfu 
the 

reacting or it . The .only comment I want to make at this stage i~/one 

xk~xi~~mx±~KXX point on which t he Committee has disagr eed . And her e , 
. . , 

most unfortunately , the split seems to have been . on straight party 

lines . The J . L.P . members of the Comoittee wanted the Constitution t o 

have entrenched provisions for indentifying voterso The idea was that 

every voter should carry an identity card with his hotograph so as 

to prevent bogus voting . The P .N . • members of the Committee , on the 

other hand, while agreeing that something should be done about bogus 

voting , did not feel it should be written into the Constitution . They 

felt it could be dealt with under the election law , and they :proposed 

that a Corr.mittee of the House should be set up soon after independence 

to review the election laws and deal with these matters. 

DC0:N;xt ~rExa~EX3~M xx~~ meNtxxf~Fx ~tNxxiMEx . The argument most 

strongly in favour ofi identity cards is that returning o ficers will 

be able immediately to identitify any voter . But as I understand 

the P . l'J .P . members were not against th· s . They were only against it 

being written into the constitution because it could be dealt with 

adequately under our elect(bn,al laws . So the difference here is not one 

of principle but rather one- of procedure , and althouih-h the matter 

itself is serious, the difference over it seems to ~e not very importa 
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And now for a quick look at ]!Ir . t,Jaudling ' s talks in the E.as tern 

Caribbean . Trinidad has now definitely decided that she , too , will 

, go it alone . But she has let it be known that if any of the small er 

islands want to become parts of Trinidad and Tobago , they would be 

welcome . So far none of the leaders of the smaller islands have risen 

to this bait . Instead , the leaders of the Windwards and Leewards and 

. Hr . Barrow of Barbados are meeting Mr . Maud.ling together as a · group/ 

to talk over the possibility of set t ing up a new and smaller federation 

But the irony of the situation is that these gentlemen should 

still go on talkini~ in terms of a federation instead of facing up t o 

the hard facts of life . Before Trinidad and Jamaica decided to leave 

you had a respectable land area of 8,ooe odd square miles , a population 

of roughly 3 millions and some hope of economic v i abi ity . With these 

two big islands out , what is left is roughly 1 , 600 square miles and 

about half a million people and no hope o.f economic viability unless 

there is a drastic nd ruthless paring of expenses to the bone and a 

~air amount of atd from outside o The one hope for any kind of worth­

while and self- respecting future of these islands now , s for all of 

them to join together as one unitary state under the leadership of 

Barbados - if she is prepared to assume that thankless task . But there 

must be an end to this silly series of little chief ministers with their 

Gabinets and costly governmental XEX structures . But few of those 

gentlemen will want to hear this , ai:id Mr . Maudling is likely to have 

a really rough time tryin5 to bring them dovm to earth . But in a sense 

Britain has brought this on her own head when she ' agreed to Cabinet 

government for these islands on the assumption that federation ·wa.s here 

to stay . Goodnight . 
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:Fo 330 Nyerere ' s Resicnat ion 

NEIi CO ·1AENT.:. Y 
For transmission on 
Monday Jan 22 at 6 . 15p .m 
Pe t er brahams speaking 

Good evening : Today's news of the resignation of Julius 

·yerere as Prime iinister of Tanganyika has come as a greats ock; 

it is a shock and a surprise even to those of us who knew of t he 

strug~le of ideas and the struggle for power that was going on inside 

the Tanganyika fric an National Union . We certai nly did not expect 

Nyerere ' s opponents to be able to force him out of office so shortly 

after he had led Tanganyika to independence . But first let us get 

the picture clear . 

The t anganyika African Fational Union , the party which yer ere 
Nyer ere personally 

founded in 1954, is still . the party in power . It is NiE::tx~:t:s:xx:s:xliueani 

m: xblx:s:x}llarli!:t)C who has been forc ed to resign as head of the government 
. also 

and so , presumably , /as head of h is party . So this is a personal 

defeat for Julius Ny:e~e:e e . 

The story behind t his defeat has two aspects to it : there is the 

aspect concerned with Nyerere ' s domestic policies and t here is t he 

aspect concerned with his ext:ernal po licies . 
, 

I am sure yOu all remember tte s logan on which Nyerere led his 

country to independence : it was :· ' freedom and Kork ' and he always 

stressed t he work part and t J:,e responsibilities that woul d come with 

independence . And so he called for wage restraints and ran up agains t 

trade unionists inside his own movement wr:o felt that independence 

meant getting higher wages without necessarily giving better work and 

higher production . And so he made enemies among some of the leaders 

of the anganyika Federation of Labour and one group , including rai l uay 

postal and local government employees , broke away from the Federation 

and set up their 01-m independent union movement . This roup gave its 
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support to the Ghana- led movement for an 11- frican Trade Union 

Federation without any international links; and because the Tanganyika 

Federation was affiliated to the pro -Western I .C. F . T. U. they denounced 

l\Jyerere and his leading followers as pro - Vlestern . Another point of 

criticism came from the Tanganyika African ·ational Congress which did 

not want any part of Nyerere 's multi -racial ideas . They wanted. all 

Europeans out of the government and government service . This party_ 
'tU 

has become increasing anti - Western in its policies ever since r 

leader visited Soviet Bloc countries . This man , incidentally, was in 

Nyerere ' s party and only left because yerere would not give him the 

post of secretary of the party . But many Tanganyikans inside yerere ' s 

party were in sympBthy with the racilist line of t he frican'. National 

Congress . any people inside his own party a lso wanted him to get 

rid of all white civil servants even though not enough Afr icans had 

yet been t r q,ined to take their places . On top of all tiis t.nere were 

men ins i de his •Own part y and men inside his own government , men of 

ambi tion and not much ability , who were frustrated by Nyerere·s 

insistence on hard work and honesty . These were the men, who in the 

end lee the attack which resulted in Nyerer e s resignation just aver 

a month after he led his country to independence . It is too early yet 

to say what is likely to happen but one thi ng is certain : we have not 

heard the last of Julius J:yerere . What all true friends of Africa 

hope is that the great work Nyerere is done will not be completely 

undone . But let us face it , the resignation of Julius Nyerere is the 

most distressing as well as the most depressing news so far out of 

frica this year . Goodnight . 
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End of Canadian ,.igrat,;i. o 1 Colour Bar 

NEV,' COili_EJ.;TARY 
For transmission on 

,~ay Jan~$ at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

• 

.,. 

Good evening : I think the most pleasant piece of news for Jamaica 

in particular , and for West Indians in general , came from Canada· over 

the weekend . On Saturday Canada ' s Immigration Minister , Mrs . Helen 

Fairclough , told Canada ' s Parliament that new migration regulations 

would. come into force on the first of next month . And the effect of 

these new regulations would be to get rid of the present colour bar 

which limits the entry of non- white migrants into the Dominion . 

The present resl'U.lations put very se ere limitationson people 

from China , Japan , India , the Middle East , Africa and the Wes t Indies 

who want to migrate to Canada . And this limitation has in fact been 

based on skin colour . Now , as from the 1st of Februar y, all this will 

be eliminated . 

But I think it is most important that we should all realise 

that the new regulations do not mean that Canada will now throw her 

doors open to all migrants . She definitely will not . There will still 

be limitations . The big thing is that these limitations will not be 

based on colour ; instead they will be based on certain standards of 

education and ability, and , in theory if not in practice, they would 

be applied to all would-be migrants, no matter what their race or 

colour or where they come from . 

But let us try and get down to cases : how would th(;?se new regulatio· 

benefit any Jamaican who wants to mi g:rzz I!! migrate to Canada? Let us 

take the case of two men: call one John Smith and the other one "Frank 

Jones . John Smith is an electrician who knows his job; Fr ank Jones , on 

the other hand , has no special skill . If XN~x both of these men apply 

for permission to enter Canada as migrants, and if both can fulfil 
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the country I s immigration requirements , i t i.s almost certain that 

John Smith will be permitted to enter and Frank Jones will be, turned 

down : the one has a skill which Canada can use and the other one has 

no skill at all . And what Canada wants are people with sl{ills . They 

have all the unskilled people they want . Indeed , they have quite an 

unemployment problem among their unskilled workers , and they are not 

anxious to add to it by admitting more unskilled workers . But they do 

need people with definite skills . So, if you have a skill , if you 

have a trade and you want to migrate ~o Canada, chances are l:ikely 

· to be very good for you from the first of next month . But if you do 

not have a skill your chances of migrat ing to Canada will be as remote 

as ever . 

So I think we can fairly say that the new Canadi&n migration 

regulations will be of value to us in a limited sense as far as actual 

migration 1is concerned . But I think they might prove of even greater 

long term value in two other respects . First, I think this action by 

Canada is likely to influence the thinking and action of the United 

States Government as far as letting more people from ,the 1iest Indies 

into the United States . And I also think it is li ely to have an 

influen_ce on Britain ' s c;:urrent moves which are a irected mainly at 

limiting migration from the '.'lest Indies on colour lines. Ana t:re second 

point of long term value ie that people here in the West Indies are 

likely to see the acquiring of skills as passports for migration to 

Canada and a new life; and t"l-iis ·in turn could. lead to a general uti±.t 

improvement of skills right here at home . Goodnight : 
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No 3312- Technical Iv:ission to frica 

j\ .t!J1lS C01'u:Rn Y 
For transmission on 

~ day Jan 2~ at 6 . 15p .m. 
~eter ibrahams speaking 

Good evening : The four - man technical JIIission wnich left for 

Africa yesterday underlines once more the importance of migration 

for the future stability of this country . Unlike the first 1'ission 

which went to frica last year, this one is an official mission and . . 
that is why three of its four members are seni_or government servants . 

Lr . R.A. Foreman is our Commissioner of Lands; 1,ir . 1.! . T. IIiller is 

our Trade ·dministrator and Hr . Don Mi lls is a very senior economist 

in the G-overnment s Central Planning Unit . fr . Rex rettleford , staff 

tutor in the U. C. "Sxtra- i.:.ural Department is the sole no - go~ernment 

servant on the 1• ission: . And the purpose of this Mission is very 

different from that of last year's rather large unofficial 1~ssion . 

Last year I s •:ission went to explore the possibilities of migration and 

to feel out the different frican countries . This one is go ing to three 

specific countries - Ghana, Nigeria and Ethiopia - to try and work out 

the detai ls of the actual machinery that will be needed to get migration 

going . I am ex laining all this because a number of people have 

tended to scoff at this latest g1ssion as a waste of taxpayers ' money . 

I thir..k t hose people are dead wrong . ro .i:JUblic money could be spent 

, more usefully for the future goo'd of th1s country than the r.ioney that 

will be spent on this Mission. 

The three African governments with which the I~ission will talk 

have made it clea cnat they are willipg to accept migrants · from 

Jamaica if satisfactory details can be worked out . ·what those details 

are likely to be, what will be considered saticfactory, will not be 
JI 

known until the Hission re1:,orts back. But I tl ink there are two points 

on which we can s:1-,E:c 11late wi ~h reasonable assurance. 
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The first point has to do with costs and the secon point has to 

do Hlth where the would- be mie:rants are to be settled . 

It is one thing to just howl for repatriation to Africa; it is 

another thing to set this in motion . Arrangements •will have to be 

made to set up the machinery . There will probably have to be reception 

offices in Jamaica and in each of the countries to which the migrants 

will go . These offices will have to be staffed . And all t1'}iS will 

cost money . If arrangements get as far as this then there will be 

th question of transporting t he rrigrants . Ships or planes will be 

used and this too is going to cost money . And the people who are most 

anxiou · to go to , frica are not' people with money of their ov-m . Some 

of them may not even be in a pos i tion to fit themse ves out with a 

decent set of clothing : tr is too may inv,olve spending money . nd 

when they e;et to w·here they are going in 1...frica they will probably 

have to be subsidised or helped in building up their settlements and 

clearing the land and getting their food growing . So that is the big 

first problem: mie_-ration to Africa sponsored by the Jamaican government 

and the government of the receiving country is goin . to involve the 

spending of qui t e a bit of money . 

1'1ext tl~ere is the question of just where the migrants are to go . 

I do not think any of the African countries will want their towns 

crowded witn migrants . They will want the land cleared and put to use . 

Lr . Foreman'' is uniquely qualified to deal with land location; Mr . Mil l s 

and Mr . Liller can cope with the economic planning and admir:istrative 
side 
/ and Hr . :Ettleford ' s contribution will be on the human level . ·ie are 

now down to the practicalities of a very big and costly and important 

operation . Goodnight. 
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TE~fS COMM:..t~.2TARY 
For transmission on 

~ day Jan 2 .,. at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

1 , in which 
Good evening: I am very glad that the incident EK:&KRENx:tn 

intrans it 
were refused admission to the alisadoes airport/lounge has been 

given a public airing . And I am particularly pleased that Mr . Winston 

Jones, the :.inister of Comnrunications and 1t✓orks , took such a personal 

interest in the matter . ~.r . Jones said he found that no instructions 
I 

had been given by the airport authorities that migrants should be 

discriminated against . I, for one ac cept his findings without any 

reservations . z~ . Jones said this incident ~as the result of mis ­

understanding on the part of an employee . And then r.::r . Jones under­

lined . the fact that it is airport policy to offer non - discriminatory 

services to all passengers and t hat nothing less would be tolerated . 

I think it is good that al l this has come oui into the open 

because now everybody knows what the score is , and nobody will in 

future allow themselves to be put upon because of the misunderstanding 

of any employee . We know t hat quite often this ' misunderstanding ' 

is because some employee gets drunk with a little power and authority 

and gets the notion that he can order the general public around like 

a little dictator , especially if he thinks he is dealing with poor 
I 

people w~o do not know their rights . I am afraid there are still a 

very large number of t hese people who tend to c·et drunk with a little 

power . They do not understand the meaning of the word ' service '; and 

they certainly do not seem to realise that with power and authority 

mus t go a ~ense of responsibility . And the only way we can teach 

t hese people this lesson is by making it public every time they abuse , . 

t heir little authority . This is a public service which all the organs 

of publicity owe to the society they serve . .And the reporter who 
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brought the incident of the barring of migrants to public attention 

was doing a good and useful job . 

And yet last Friday ' s Gleaner , the same issue in which lYir . Jones ' 

statement appeared , reports that a newspaperman who was assigned to· 

cover Mr . Jones ' ~nvestigating tour was barred from going with the 

i:•linister into the intransi t lounge . 

Do you see the pattern? A newspaperman had reported an incident 

in wnich certain citizens were deprived of a service they were entitl~ 

to . This led to a great deal of publicity and a visit from the governme 

,~inister who is responsible for the airport . A newspaperman who has 

been assigned by his editor to follow up this story is stopped by a 
the intransit 

customs official from going with the Minister into ~x~R ±xin 

lounge even though there are no passenger and all the in- bond shops 

are closed . 

To me this report read like an act of reprisal; as though this 

parti-cular airport official was getting his own back because the 

press had publicised that unfavourable incident . I hope the editor 

concerned will take up the matter with the Jamaica Press Association . 

It is important that news_paper people should do their work without 

fear or favour : it is important for the fr.eedom of our press and for 

freedom of our society . Now , I am not saying that newspaper people are 

paragons of virtue who should get special treatment . As in every walk 

of life , you will find the good and the bad . But on the whole our 

newspaper people here are a very respnnsible group that we can be proud 

of and they should not be hindered in the legitimate persuit of their 

work, as seems to have been the case in this instance . Goodnight . 
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No 334 The Constitution : 
The Right to Vote & the 
Right to stand for Parliament 

ND/S COM! .:!!J'.TARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Jan 26 at 6 . 15p . m 
:eter Abrahams spe~king 

monthly yesterday 
Good evening : At his/press conference Rl!t:!'. i:~ x:t M. Mr . IIanley 

ansvrnred a number of most interesting questions on the draft 

eonstitution . But this evening I should like to discuss only two 

points that came out of that conference . These are : the right to 

vote and the qualific - ation for membership of either the House 

of epresentatives or the Senate . 

From what Mr . !v.anley said it would seem that the drafting 

committee assumed that we would have the ' same voting rights that we 

now have , which is that every 1citizen of the United Kingdom and 
is resident 

6olonies who is over twenty- one and xxxxEi~.R in the isa.and is entitled 

to vote . Under the new Constitution as it now stands , no one who now 
right to 

enjoys the/vote will lose it . This is much the same pattern as 

exists in the United Kingdo!Jl, where every Commonwealth citizen · 

over twenty- one and of sound mind automatically goes on the voters' 

rdll after he has been in Britain for a certain period . So independencE 
her 

will not deprive any Commonwealth citizen of his or/right , to vote . 

This seems to me pretty reasonable, but it might be desirable to 

write this particular point of. the franchise into the Cons ti tut ion . 

There are problems of course , and iir . .anley mentioned ivhat could 

possibly be the most tricky one . That is the fact that the moment 

you write voting rights into the constitution you would also have 

to write the voting age in . And ·txianr that , as you know, is something 

around which a big arguemnt could easily develop . 

On the second point - that of qualification for membership in 

either House - the draft Constitution is very clear . It state that 
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any person who is a citizen of the Commonwealth and who has had 

ordinary residence in Jamaica for twelve months immediately before 

nomination date will be qualified to either stand for the House of 

Representatives or for nomination to the Senate . It would not be 

necessary for such a person to become a citizen of Jamaica in order 

to sit in our parliament . 
I 

Let me confess frankly that when I first read this particular 

clause , I did not like it . I felt that anybody who wants to s ·,eak 

in the Jamaican parliament on behalf of the Jamaican people , should 
~ 

at least commit himself to the country to the extent of becoming a 

citizen of Jamaica . If citizenship of Jamaica is not good enough for 

such a person, then h6 or she should not sit in the parliament of 

an i 1
- ependent amaica . 
But 
XHN.XJE:t when I began to think around this question after the 

press conference , I was not sure that I was right . At present Jamaicans 

in Britain exercise the same voting rights as the people of Britain . 

And this is not likely to change after independence . Citizens of 

Jamaica will continue to enjoy the status of Commonwealth citizens, 

who vote in the United Kingdom Elections and who can stand for electio 
I 

to the United Kingdom parliament . These people have not and will not 

be asked to rejecJ their Jamaican citizenship 1 i n order to have these 

rights . So why should we ask the Britons in our midst to do so . If we 

did there would be no meaning to Com~onwealth citizenship . So, from 

not liking the idea I have come around to seeing it as~ good thing 

which gives importance to Commonwealth citizenship . Goodnight . 
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No 335 Manley ' s Comments on 
Technical . •lission ot Africa 

TEi•!S C01' , El.\ RY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Jan 27 at 6 . 15p .m, 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

.Good evening : It was on Wednesday of this week tha t I discussed 

the imoortance of t he Technical Mission which left J amaica for Ghana , 
~ l a st 

igeria and Ethippia/r&N Monday . m:fx:t'Ni:s:xNE:Rk At t he time I described 

the Mission as a getting down to the practicalities of a very big and 

cost and important operation . I was then th.inl-r in terms of migration 

only and some of you .may remember that I discussed t he question of 

what any l ar ge- s ca le mi gration i s like ly to cost . Well , Mr . ]fanley 

talked about what t he Hission was going to do at h is press conference 

on 'iL'hursday . And what he told us gives an even greater i mportance 

to t he work of t h is Mission than I had estimated . 

Firs t , the i~emier made it clear t hat t he Mission Nll!l:~ was not 

llmXJC going to J; frica to discuss only migration . NJ:igration is an 

important part of XNR its t ask but it 'i s only a part . As important , 
is 

if not more important, t he Mission NJB:lK going to try and work out 

details for t he setting up of trading and cultural relations between 

those 1-1..frican countries and ourselves . The l.i ss ion ; ¥.iY' .• 1'1~an l ey said , 

took with it sampl es of some of our manufactured products , some of 

our books, tapes of some of our radio progr ammes : in short , the 

~~ie sion took wi th it as much information on the busines s and 

cultural life of Jamaica as it could . And this gives thdl,i N.i ss ion a 

comp l etely new look • 

.re had all assumed that the main concern of the -(iss1on would 

be with mi gration, and my comments on dednesday were based on this 

assumption . But, obviously , establishing trading and business and 

cultural relations w~th African countrmes is of far more importance 

to a ll J amai ce.ns than the mere setting up of !llacrinery for some 
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Jamaicans to migrate to frica . And it fits in very well with the 

announced intention of an independent Jamaica to establish a 

diplomattc mission in Lagos , 7igeria . Lagos might also very easily 

be 1the centre from which a Jamaican Trade Mission could operate in 

West Africa . Nigeria is the largest market on the frican continent 

·and if we can interest 'igerians in our manufactured goods we will 

have a big and very rich market in Africa . Of course there are 

proble1-r!s here . The only \vest ... frican country with a shipping line 
I 

a~t present is Ghana , and relations between Ghana and Nigeria a r e :ma::t 

\ -
at the moment not as happy as they should be . But I am sure things 

will change and, in any case, it iG not unlikely that 'igeria will 

set up her own merchant shipping service . And then of course there ar 

other merchant shippine; lines that would happily ply between Jpmai ca 

and ,fest ,.frica , if the goods are t here to be carried . I am sure you 

see the new impo3:tance that all this ~i ves 1the technical !,Iission . 

But w:1at of those 'people whose sole interest is in getting to 

Africa? Vir . r:anley said tl 1at' 1:10 8'&maican Government hod ever financed 

migration and the intention vas 'definitely 11:ot to finance migration 

out of public money o The government would give all the help it can . 

But every would- be •Jierrant woulrl have to pay his or her own vmy . 

And so it seems to me important that my Rasta friends face the 

fact that nobo_dy , no government , is going buy their ti ckets for t hem 

and clothe them and put them on shi ps . They will be h elp ed as far 

as pocismb-le by getting land for them to go to . But the 1.,hemse ves 

mu s t f i nd the means of getting themselves to .J;frica - just aE all 

other mizrant pay their own way . G-oodnight o 
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1~0 3 6 Some Criticisms Levelled at Const itution 

-E\·JS CON LEi.!TARY 
For transmission 
vlonday Jan 29 at 6 . 15p .m 
1eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The bulk of the Jamaica delegation to the 

Independence conference is.now in ondon; and later this week the 
I 

Conference its ~lf will open . We who remain here in Jamaica are going 

to get very full reports on the day- to ; ay proceedings of the 

Conference . Lickey 1:endr i klll and ·ector I3 rnard will send back report s 

for this -radio station . J . C. Proute will report back for R. J .• and 

his reports , inc id.en tally , ,vill also be broad~as t by Rc..dio Tri nidad 
. ' . 

and Bc.crbados Redifussion; and Theodore Sealy , the Editor of the Glean e · 

will also be t here to report back to Gleaner readers . On top of all 

this, the B. B. C.' s Caribbean programme will also broadcast reports 

o"' the proceedings . From all this it 1s cl2ar that we in Jamaica are 

going to be extremely vell served with information an~ reports on 
I 

the conference; and that is as it should be because this is the most 

important of all the conferences ever held to plan the J 2 __ aican 

( future . .tmd the other territories of ths Caribbean will a_lso get a 

pretty clear picture of what goes on . So , from this week until the 

end of tne Conference all our attention will be turned to ondon ; and 

it will be the last time that London will have this particu ar kind 

of importance for J·amaica and Jamaicans . After this Conference there 

will be a ch nge in our relations with London_ and our Horld, althour;h 

it will 1 ok the sacie , will be a very different world . It will be a 

world in which no colonial government and no colonial secretary will 

have the final say on anything we do . He v,ill ha• s absolute 

responsibility for our own internal affairs ; we will .have the same 

complete responsibility for ou foreign affairs as uell as for our 

defenc0 arran(ements • • nd I stress the word ' responsibi l ity • because 
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it is essential that we should all recognise that with this kind of 

freedom, we as a people, must assume the kinc.l of responsibilities we 

have never had before. 

If some dictator were to try to take power in Jamaica now , or 

were to try and invade Jamaica , wnile Britain still has some responsib ~ 

for us, Britain will be obliged to come in and deal with the situation . 

But after independence we will be on our own and we will have to deal 

with this sort of situation all by ourselves - unless we have entered 

into some treaty arrangement with some other power in the ~vent of an 

attack from outside . In the event of a strong attack on the establishe 

government from inside the country it is very unlikely that any 

external power would dare to come in and meddle in our internal affairs 

even if it were invited by the government of the day . So you see , this 

is a very important new kind of responsibility that we• will have to 

assu· e after independence . 

For ~yself , I would much rather that we thought and talked about 

all the poss'ible implications of these new types of responsibilities 

that we will soon have to assume instead of spending too much time on 

some not very important points of the Constitution . Eut please do not 

misunderstand me . I am not saying we must not discuss and criticise the 

Draft Constitution . I think that is essential . But pleas_e let us make 

sure that we do ·not lose sight of the essentials . I do not, for instanc 

ihink there is much to be gained now from flogging the idea of a republj 

But there are other important points which could be discussed to some 

useful point : tomorrow evening I will try to deal with some of these , 

so till then, 'goodnight . 
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0 337 Is It a Conservative Constitution? 

-~Eif C 1:hENT Y 
F6r transmisSi ~n on . 
Tuesday Jan 30 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams· speaking 

Good evening : Is the present Draft Constitution a . Conservative 

Constitution? This question has, I think , become one of the most 

· interesti .ng points of discussion on the Consti tution o 'l'here are 

people who eel very strongly that this Draft Constitution is too 

conservative: and there are others who feel equally strongly that it 

is too radical. 

Well now , in or er to find which - if either/of these two views 

is correct , we should do a little defining and then a little checking . 

In its broad po li t i cal sense 'the word ' Co servati ve ' means st eking 

to tha t which is old or stablished and opposing or reaisti change . 

In the same broad po litical sense the word 'Radical ' means favouring 

fundamental o · extreme change . So one school f critics of the draft 

Constitution holds the view that it is oppos-ed to change an-:i is 

therefore conserv~tive; another school holds the view that it favours 

extreme chaµge and .is therefore radical . ,:hich df tl"ese two views 

gets nearer the truth? 

As the Constitution is now written it pr ovides parliamentary 

recognition for two parties only . It assumes the existence of only tw 

parties in our legislature and this is brought out most sharply in 

the provision and division of seats in the Senate . There are no 

provisions for a tnird or even a fourth party . If , for arguement sake, .,_ 

the ma·ority party wins 25 out o:(' the forty - five seats we may have 
. 

a situation here the op.,Josi tion has twenty seats . But these t •renty 

seas may ot have been won by a single op~osition party . The main 
' t, l\: 

opposit i on WO 
..£1 

N nine . ~s things~ w i 
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recognised as the official opposition and it will be entitled to 

nominate eight members to the Senate o The third party with nine seats 

will have absolutely no representation in the enate . This , I think , 

is undoubtedly a conservr1t·i ve measure 1n that it is designed to 

perpetuate the two - party system as against a multi - party system . The 

dice are in fac t loaded against any third or fourth party in the 

country . Whether this is a good or a bad thing is another VIUestion 

altogether . In Franc e we have seen how having a vast number of parties 

and no clear majorj.ty can bring a country to near ruin from which a 

' strong man 1 has to save it . So , although this is a conservative measui 

it is one which tends to create political stability . And in any Qase, 

the third or fourth part y can always put :i,ts case to the country s o 

forcefully and so wel l as to become either the first or second party . 

Finally , if this particular provision becomes so unpopular that the 
; 

ent·re country wishes to scrap it the Constitution can be changed, 

though this is a ,deeply entrenched section on which the voice of the 

whole nation will have to be heard before any change can be made . 

Sor think it is fair to say that this particular sec~ion of the 

Constitution is in fact conservative . But then we have another point 
, recognises the 

in the same section which is very radical . This fG:Xll!IXXXJC Leader of 

the Opposition constitutionally and provides that the Governor General 
got 

can only act on certain matters after he has ~~NXMXXEN the .agreement 

of both the Prime Iinister and the Lea er of the Opposition . So here 

·we have both a conservative and a radical approach on a most important 

aspect of parliament; and° both are aimed at strengthening nolitical 

stability . Tomorrovr I ' 11 look at another as!)ect of the ' radical ' char 

Till then , coodnight . 
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I s it a 4adic a l Constitution? 

· Ei:S I CO ,:EH A.RY 
Fortr an mi ss ion on 
viednesday Jan 31 at 6 . 15p om 
eter brahams speaki ng 

Good eveni ng : ~hose critics of the Draft Constitut ion who f ee l 

.t a:t strongly that it is too radical hcJ.ve tended to concentrat e t heir 

attack on two aspect of it : the first has to do with the compos ition 

of the Senate and the second hes to do wi th t he Bi l l of Rights . 

These peop l e do not complain becaus·e the· present p l ans for Senate 

memb ership do~ not provide f or the possibl e emergence of a t hird 

party . Their compl aint is against the fa ct that memb er shi p of t he 

Senate will be on a par t y bas i s . To them t h i s a a ver y radical 

departure from t he old ways . And i n deed they a r e r i ght . The 

composition o f our p r es ent Legislative Coun~il i s not on s trictly 

par ty l i nes . It is tru e t hat i n rec ent years - and espec ial ly i n 
l y 

r ecent months - egco has t ended increasing/tor f l ee t party views 

as expressed i n t he lower House . :3ut on the whole it ha s i n the pas t 

been the pl ace where ' spe cial interests ' - agricu l ture , trade and 

indus try, mining and co merce - wer e repr ( sentea. . Legco provided 

a forum from Which these ' spec ial int erests ' could put their cas e 

before both the nation and parliament . 

\llien the new Constit ution comes into for c e these spec i a l interests 

· wi l no longer havE t}1is unique forum , and it is perfectly unders t andab 

that they should dep l ore the new and ' politica l' character df the 

Senate o But of course Legco has. alv:ays been ' political ' though 

probably in a much more subtle and sophisticated way than t l1e rankly 
I 

party- l i ning Senate will be . But certainly the new composition of t he 

enate is a fundamental change and so the charge that the new 

Constitution is radical is true on this point t least . Hhether th i s 

is a [OOd or a bad thing depends on your point of view . If you bell eve 
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that ' special interests ' should. have special representation then you 

will probably say this new departure is a bad thing : if on the other 

hand you believe that no se9tion of U:i.e Jamaican community should h ave 

special representat nn , other than.through our recognised pol i t ical 

orgainsations , then you will say it is a good thing . xtxtxx~x 

I think much the same ' special interests ' are behind the pressure 

to deeply entrench the Bill of ights • .And here the radical element 

for them is ttat section, 1ich provides for legielation which can 

upset the entrencmient in spec i a l eases . From their point of v iBW this 

provision is obviously radical because it can upset the sacred r ight 

of pro~Bbt . The fact that this can only bed ne by due pro cess of 

law is not good enough for them . It is underttandable that propertied 

people hould want their property rights trebly insured . It is equally 

understandab le and ~ocially more justifiable that the drafters of 

our constitut ion shotild think of the long- term i nterests of the majori 
I 

in a soc i ety w~i ch is still growing and changing . But I t hink i t is 

unfortunate that so e of the defenders oft e sac ed right of property 

should suggest that unless this right is deep y entrenched we are ·domm 
I 

to darkness and dictatorship . This , as they know , is just not t rqe . 

MY own view is that a number of changes and adjustments ~ill be 

. made in tlie Con titution before it comes into force . But besically 

'the framework is sound : con er~ative enough t o ensure that t h e bes t 

features of our political institutions remain stable, and radical 

enough to ensure that we can change the social struct1J1.re of the societJ 

without violence and bloodshed . And these , after all , are the two 

major points . Goodnight . 
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No 339 Opening of Confer enc e on Indepen dence 

N.Eiv COMLB.:-iT~ Y 
For transmission on 
Thursday Feb l at 6 . 15:p . m · 
eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Ear l ier today the Jamaica Independence Confer enc e 

opened in London , and between- now and the end of the Conferenc e we 

are going to have millions of words flung at us through pres s and 

radio ·and by word of mouth . And in this flood of words we will get 

' plain and balanced information; we will also get speculation and a 

high degree of guessing disguised as informed opinion; and we will 

also get stra i ght propaganda disguised as news and designed t o 

promot~ party or sectional interests . This is normal; it always happe 

on important issues at important moments in the history of a country . 
) 

.And for □odern Jamaica this is the nost important moment of her his t or 

And so it is also very easy to cet misled or confused or to get t e 

wrong slant on what is going on from this great big flood of words . 

So how do we cope with it? Eow do we get some sort of 'Jjalanced 

perspective on all that is 5oing on _ in Lonoon vtght now? 

I think i t is not going to be xxr~ ·easy, but I think it can be 

done . And 1 ;think the very first thing we need to do is to get it 

firr"lly into our minds that charting the independence of-a nation or a 

people is not a party issue; it is not a class issue - it is not an 

issue where sectional interests should come into it in any ·my . It is 

a national issue in which all parties and all classes and all secti~ns 

unite for the common goal of independence. And so · this issue of 

cnart ng our independence de ands o all of us that we pitch our 

thinki.g and our judgements on the high level of the interests of the 

nation . I think if we do this we will be able to un E;-rstarid all the · 
I 

little cross-currer..ts of the news from London so ,.,uch better, and we 

wi 1 be ble tb _pass much more balanced 0-nd r.mch r:iore creatj ve judge -
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Once .we approach it in this mannera number of things become 

clear stra-ightaway . ,le will ceas ' :to be alarmed by all the report s of 

two delegations . 1 e will see it as straight , point - scoring par ty 

politicking with no really serious importance . And last nl5ht ' s 

speculations that Busta may not show up in London will cause no 

concern . liaim:xM:s:e :ve will know it for th:e .speculation it is because we 
' ' 

all know that the delegates to London are the same people who sat \ 

down together here in Jamaica and worked in harmony to draft as good 

a constitut i on as they were able to o And these men are not suddenly 

going to throw all that har d work .overboard . And cer tainl y , I do not 
I 

t h ink a single one of these men '\',ill do an:>'.'thing to wreck Jamaica ' s 

march t o i ae~enae 0e ~& u ~is -ea~. Of course some of them , 

espec i2lly the more personally ambitious , are going to try and p l ay 

party politics whenever they get a chance . There is ar, election ahead 

of them and some are having a world audienC?e for the fir st time , and 

so the temptation to score a party point is very great : some will not 

be able to resist this temptation . But T think that when all thE::: llttl 

tricks and all the little scoring of points are over , our a.elegation 

will come home with a blue- print and a date for independence . 

So, in the days ahead when the news from London sounds alarming 
' 

and confusing an disturbing, try to bear these points in mind . and 

please do not let the inevitable spate of rumour and speculation throw 

you into confusion . We here at home need to be '.l;)a.rticularly careful 

to select the wheat from the chaff at this moment in time • .And for tha 
. 

'we need l6vel heads a~d · balanced judgements, not excited partisan 

prejudice. Goo-Jnight-. 
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ifo 340 Cuba, the O.A.S . & emaica 

.E.'!S COl, 1:_,i.TTARY · 
For ,traa smission on 
Friday Feb 2 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter ~brahams speaking 

Good ' evening : Reports from Britain and the rest of Europe speak 

of a sudden and ·very severe spell of really cold weather; and when it 

gets cold in those countries, as ev0ry migrant ill tell you, it is 

really cold . The cold bnrns your nostr:..ls as you brEathe in; your 

toes and fingers get chilled to near freezing point even if you wear 

' thick socks and boots and gloves; your ears sting ' with the cold; to 

survive you put on · pount,s and pounds of clotnes until yo·1 are 

uncomfortable with the Height of the clothes - an still you are not 

warm . European winters can be and generally are pretty miserable . So 

please do not think that our people at the indepdence Conference are 

having a ball . It is all right inside their hotels .- if the pipes ere 

not frozen; and it is all right inside the conference room - but outsi 

things uoula be awful . I know; I have lived through many a bit er 

English winter . So I, for one , am very .[lad to be out her·e in the sun . 

But on to more serious things . ,ihile our leaders are working out 

our independence details in London, an i$sue which might become 
\ . 

important to us in the future , has taken a new shape . borne of you may 
I • 

re1;1.enber that it was on January 16th that I talked about some problems 

of foreign J;olicy that may face us when we become independent . In that 

talk I told you that hardly any small country in the world has complet 

freedom and independence in t h e shaping of its foreign policy in this 

modern world . They are all of t_hem subject to pressure from one or 
I 

anot er of the great powers . I gave you the example of the pressure 

exerted A~ the oviet Union?-e foreign policy of Finland , and of the 

direct intervention of the Russians in Eungary when they used ta ks 

and guns to suppress the Hune:,arians wl10 did not want a co1 mu:t).ist regim 
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On the .other side, I told you of the economic and political 

pr<'?ssure that the United States was putting on Cuba becau e ber 

foreign policies are hostile to the interests of the United States . 

And this, let us face it , is just a reality of power politics in the 

modern porld . Eastern Europe is a Russian sphere of influenc e and 

the Russians are not going to put up with policies they do not like 

from small Eastern European countries; the Western emisphere is an 

American sphere of influence and the Americans are not going to put 

up with policies they do not like in their sphere . 

And so, this week , the American pressure against Cuba of which 

I told you on January 16th, resulted in the Organisation of American 

States expelling Cuba from the Organisation . 

It is too early to say just what the long- term effects of this 

action are likely to be in poll ti cal term·s, though it is significant 

that the six largest Latin American countrtes took no part in tbe 

voting, ~ither for or against the expulsion of Cuba . Al.though it does 

not seem likely at the moment , this could create a split in the int er­

American system unless the Alliance for rogress shows very dramatic 

results in the not too distant future . What sees certain is that it 

will mean a further tightening of their belts for the mass of the 

Cuban people . From our point of view , all this has up to now been a 

little distant . But soon we will be~ part of these patterns of power 

politics . It is likely that we will join the Organisation of American 

States after independence . Then we too will have to think out our 

relations with the states around us in this area, · and there will be 

issues on which we too will be called on to take a stand . I think now 

is the time to start thinking and. talking on some of these issues . 

(joocJnight . 
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NEWS COivI:MEHTA Y 
'For transmission on 
Saturday Feb 3 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter brahams speaking 

Education for Citizenship 

Good evening : Not all the issues which will face us in independ.e 

will be Ei::tux as dramatic in terms of news value as either the 

current London Confer?nce or the expulsion of Cuba from the O.A. S~ 

and its implications for J amaica 's. foreign policy . Some of the issues 

we will have to face will be domestic issues , and some of the most 

important of these may not even make the, news headlines . But then the 

basic importance of an ·issue cannot and should not .always be measured 

in terms of news headlines , 

One. very big XNN.XXE~Jex m: issue we will have to f ace has to do •with 

our educatj_onal system , and I hope that this will be one we will 

cope with quietly and seriously and without any glare of publicity . 
both the 6th 13th 

When I talked about some problems of education on/the !i:t of -

January I did not expect to have such a big response from listeners . 

r eople have phoned me and wri tten to me and steppe me on the streets 

to talk about one aspect of education on which I touched very lightly 

in that talk . Tr is ~as the question of filiscipline in some of our 

senior schools . Hany listeners felt that I had over- simplified the 

matter when I said that both teachers and parents shouln be more 

loyal to the heads of their schools . Loyalty , they said , shoul d not 

be a one way traffic . Teachers and pa.rents and studer..ts, they said , 

s hould be loyal to their heads; but heads in the,ir turn owe the same 

loyalty to teachers·, parents and pupils . 

In a number of c ses I have been told of heads who expected 

laynlty but gave none in return . And so it went on: one side blaming 

the other; everybody finding some excuse , but no - one denying that 

there is a serious breakdown in discipline in some of our senior 
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.schools and that this is most marked in the boys • schools . 

So, obviously , something is wrong and as far as I am concerned 

blaming anybody is not important . \fnat is important is to correct t he 

wrong . But before we can do that we must understand the point of our 

education . There are many .people , and unhappily many of them are 

educationists , who feel that the sole point of education is to cram 

infor~ation into boys and girls until theyreach a point of proficiency 
i 

where they can pass an examination and get a piece of paper which 

will get them a job in the civil service or in bua iness . For these 

people our schools are no more and no less than cram factories . 

i1ell , I tnink this is wrong . It is all very well for a person t o 

have a p iece of paper sbowing that he k~ or she has pas sed an exam fo r 

the purpos es of getting a job . But true education is v ery muc_· more 

t han that . True education is~ anrmln e:':i L1 e:' inforu1ation 

jJ)at kas no,t ev c1:,1 boon die; '-' sL ~ -- a bringing out and 
• 

a.eve lop n~ of character; it is a teaching of basic values such as 

dec ency , thoughtfuln~ss , honesty , and t he capacity to distingui sh 

between right and wrong both socially, and mora lly . This is tbe kind 

of education that prepares the child for citizenship and for life . And 

as far as society is concerned this is the aspect of education t hat is 

much more important than a ll the cramming in the world . If this were tl 

education our teachers and parents and heads were interested in I am 

·sure we would. have less bickering among them and less talk of no 
Let us give education its true 

discipline . The young a r e idealistic . ,EX~HX~XN~txxxtixf±~axtu±xxN~ax~ 

meaning and value and bring out the idealism and the will to go od in 

.them o I think we will a ll bf' surprised by their res~onse . Go odnight . 
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Planetary Co LJ. juction & 
The Prophets of Doom 

IE.:S CO!-:Il.Zt: ·T~ Y 
For transmission on 
nonday ◄ eb 5 at 6 ~15p . rn 
Peter brahams speaking 

Good evening : The much publicised ' doomsday' hag come and gone , 

and the world has not exploded , has not been swallowed up by a giant 

snake , has not gone crazily off its course into da.rkness and des tructiai 

In fact , there has been no doom. Now it may be t hat the Hindu 

prophets and other hol y men , the star worshippers and the like, 1,1ill 

say t hat thi s gr eat disas ter xx has been avoided_becaus e they 

prayed and fasted s o hard and so earnestly . I ·they do clai m that 

they have saved t h e world some of us nay ot agree with th8m . 1.,1e may 

say U·~at t~ e wor d was not doomed in any case, c-nd t: at r..othinr• 'Tould 

have happened even if no - one 1,rayed. But they , I suspect , will just 

· go on believ,6ing that it was the power of their prayer that saved 

t he world , and I do not think any a;rgument , no matt er how powerful 

will change that bel_ef. 

I thinl;: He all know how this I doomsday ' tal k came· about; and the 

odd part about it is t hat it is all bedded in' scientific observation 

and f act and can therefore be explained u i th reason and scmo:.c.1.rship . 

The lC'st ti:ne 1-re had a similar 'doo!!lsday ' war ning i.·a~ 01 • "D :r'P·-" an 

forty - one years ago, in 1821, when we had what is known as a ' conjuctim 

of tne planets ', ,1hich is exactly what happened yesterday . to~l, a, 

conjuction of the planets simply means that instead of being scattered 

all over the heavens as they normally are , the planets in our solar 

system move into a line , one behind the other. This conjuction of 

the planets is such an excertional thing that it has OYily happened 

ten times over the past one thousand years . And this has o. lot to do 

with the prophecies o:' doom \xhenever it happens . 
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~!e hu!:1ans have one very important thing in common with the rest 

of the animal kingdom and that is our fear of anythinQ: new and startli 

And the conjuction of the planets is a new .and startling reality fo r 

us . Our history tells us that it has happened before; we know that it 
ha:;:ipened , 
, / the last time one hundred and forty - one years ago . But ttis is a 

knowing with our heads only . t'le have been told s o ' and we believe it ; 
I . 

but no - one who is alive today has actually seen this and so there is 

great reservation in our sub- conscious . And in some instances this 

reservation becomes dovmright disbelief . And so the conjunction of 

the planets becomes a startling new and earth- shattering event 

signalling the end of our world . 

It is all very well for scientists and others to scoff at thi s . 

But this is the pattern of human reaction , and it seems to me much 

more important to try and understand why men react as thoy do rather 

than to condemn them for their reaction . And think there are two 

reasons why so many men have reacted as they do over this conjunction 

of t 'r:e planets . First, because ·tis a rare event; if it were somethi ng 

which happened once ever y five years we would have taken it as for 

granted as we take the miracle of life on this earth •. Familiarity , says 

the old cliche , breeds contempt . And second be9ause man ms, in spite 

of all his scientific advances , basically not a rational animal . 
In moments of crisis 
/ Believ~ing is still more important than ~hinking, and man still goPs 

I 

on his knees and prays in the face of actual or imaginen isaster . In 

short , the human anduhal is basically religious . Goodnight . 

ti 
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Crisis in France 

l'i .ii.WS COrlMEL'JTAR.Y 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Feb 6 at 6 . 15p . m 
~eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The Algerian crisis has now become an acute 

crisis for France itself and at this moment i11; time no - one knows 

just how it is going to be resolved . What does seem certain is that 

France itself and the people of France are likely to suffer grievous ly 

before this crisis is over . But what is this crisis all about? 

It has been going on for so long that the orginal causes of it 

tend to get lost in the mass of detail of murder and arson and 

bombing and lynchine$ • So let us try and get back to the funclamental s 

in order to see today ' s tragic picture m9re clearly . 

One of the great after effects of the second world war was the 

liquidation of the age of imperialism . The British , the French, the 

Dutch, the Belgians , all had to face the problems of an emerging 

Asian and frican people no longer willing to be the colonial subjects 

of European countries . Of all the European powers , the British 

came best out of th¼s crisis of empire largely because they a cc epted 

the inevitable and went along with the 1wind of change ' blowing 

through the world . 
r 

They helped to shape the independence of their 

former frican and Asian colonies and won the friendship of these 

countries and their peoples , and all but one of her former coloni es 

decided to join the gommonwealth . 

But not all the European countries saw the wisdom of this course 

of action . France fought and lost a bloody war in Indo - china before 

she learned her lesson; and then she only learneQ it partially . The 

Belgians and the futch only left the Congo and Indonesia when they 

could not hold on any longer o The result is that the Indonesians now 

hate the Dltch and there is the dancer of war over :New Guinea; and 
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the Belgians must take a goodly share of the blame f or the unhappy 

situation in the Congo; and it seems pretty certain that relations 

between the Congo and Be lgium are not likely to be friendly for a 

very long time to come . 

After the Indo - china fiasco the French behaved much more wisely 

and did not resist the African demands for independence . But the one 

place where they came unstuck was in Algeria and the reason why they 

came unstuck there was because XNE there was a sizeable white settler 

group in Algeria . So, when the nine mi llion Algerian roslems demanded 

indepmnleace just o er eight years ago the French reply was that 

Algeria was French , and so a bloody war broke out between the Algerian 
over 

nationalists and the French . It is estimated that/18 , 000 French 

soldier and 360,000 Moslems have so far died in t his war . In fact, 

the Algerian war created a series of domestic crises which resulted in 

General DeGaulle being called out of retirement to load the country 

and solve the problem of lgeria . 3ut DeGaulle soon realised that 

the only way the Algerian war could be brought to an end was by 

negtoiation with the nationalists . This, however, was not what the 

one million white settlers of Algeria wanted . They wanted Algeria to 

remain French and for the lgerian settlers to continue as lords and 

masters of the nine million !'!os ihems . Rather than see t his position 

changed they are prepared to terrorise and murder ana. destroy the 

political and economic stability of France itself . 'This is a terrible 

form of suicidal madness,/ which is not uncommon when great empires 

coll~pse or when a highly privileged group is faced of the loss of 

its privileged position . For France it is also a tragic situation . 

Goodnight . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



:E:nd of' London Confer enc e 

N JS C011I1D,TARY 
Fcir transmission on 
·,J'ednesday Feb 7 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter ibrahams speaking 

Good evening : If the reports from London can be r lied upon 

then it loolrn very much as thouP11 ti1e Independence onference will 

end tomorrow . This makes the Jamaica independence conference one o f 

t 1,.e quickest and smoothest of all the independence conferences hel d 

in Lancaster House in recent years . What I am particularly pleased 

about is that the conference has g~ B done its work much more smoothly 

and ~eacefully than even I expected and predicted when I spoke to 

you about it on Thursday February the first . There has been much less 

party politicking than I expected , and according to reports from 

London not one member of the official two - party delegation has given 

in tot _e temptation to play party politics on the world ~t~lf stage . 

I am pleased about t~is because it confirms the sense of 

responsibility of our . leaders, anr because· the way in 1.·rhich tbey 

·behaved has given the world an image of Jamaica as a mature and 

responsible society . It would have been the easiest t~ing in the 

world t.o have create an atmosphere of cr~sis . Certainly, in such an 

atmos_:,Jl1ere the conference and the personalities at the conference 

would have got even bi5ger and better headlines; Jersonalities would 
more firmly 

havt; had a cnanc6 to impress themselves/on the consciou.sness of t:1e 

ritish public . Bu-:t, it is likely that in the process the good name of 

Jamaican might i1.ave suffered . This way , the more quiet and orderly 

way, there have been no big 'splash stories, but the reputation of 

J.::.maica for orderly progress stands higher in the world today than 

that of most countries which have just entered independence . Indeed , 

I think it is fair to say that the reputation of Jamaica stands higher 
than most of the recently independent countries . And that is a very 
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good thing for very practical reasons . We are sti l an underdevelopsd 

GO untry and whether we like it or not we are oti ll not in a pos ition 

o i a 1~ al - o ~ 1 f w 3t - of our development projects out of 

our own resources • .So , to :tx create the prosp erity we want we are 

going to have to raise r:ioney fror.r. the outside world . And it is a 

tru.'...en of economics that it is easier for a person or a society with 

a reputation for responsibility to raise money than it ' is for either 

a pereon or a society with a reputation for inetability or 
I . 

irresponsibility. So tl 1 is businsss of tne be:wviour of our delegates 

in London is not just a qu.__stion of showing how ·well behaved ie are . 

It is a question of building up our stock of goodwill in the world . 

i.N~ ny small shopkeeper will tell you how important i&:xirr~ti:xxt:s:x 

goodwil l is, both for getting credit o.nc for gettinE customers - and 

Ja. aica in independence is Going to be in need of both credit and 
So 

\ 
custo,ers . XNX I should say that tte members of both sides of the 

Jc.11mica delegation have done very uell by the country . 

Of course , 1 hen they come back the picture will chance. They 

\·Till adopt their party stands again and I expect some very rough 

things v,rill be said . Eut that is all right . They will be h9me and 

they will be fighting an election , and, I hope , they will also try 

to come to grips with the serious economic problems which lie ahGad 

of us . 

Certainly , if the conference does close tomorrow, the manner in 

vrhich it has been conducted, should bring pride and satifaction to 

all those to whom the good name of Jamaica in the outside world is 
our delegates 

a catter of great importance . I think X}IiE!?J have served Jamaica 

iery well indeed . Goodnight . 
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No 345 1) In ependence :)ate 
?) Four rower Protectorate 

_ t., S COl,:i 1 , T -~ :1.Y 
For transmission on 
Thursday Feb 8 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter brahams speaking 

Good evening : I told you last night that the Jamaican delegation 

would stand firm against :-1r . \faudling I s sudden and un_ex.t,ected attempt 

· to put back the date of Jamaica ' s independence . I told you the two 

immediate reasons for this were: first, the British government would 

like the date of our independence to coincide more or less with that 

of 'l'rinidad; and second, they would like to settle the future of the 

small islands before JaLlaica becomes in~ependent . 

But of course there are a number of other reasons at work behind 

these two immediate ones . And one of these other b~ckground reasons 

is to be , found in tne cur-rent visit of I-;r . .D.mcan Sandys , the 

Commonwealth elations Secretary , to the Central African Federation . 

AS you know, .yasaland is determined to get out of the white dominate 

Central frican Federation; and I think it s •ddenly occurred to some 

body at the Commonwealth elations Office that the frican leaders in 

Nyasaland might use Jamaica ' s quitting of the Wes t Indi es Federation , 

and the ease with which it was being done , as an example . Dr . Hastings 

Banda might turn to the British Government an: say : ' Look at how easilJ 

you allowed Jamaica .to get out of the Federation and achieve independe 

on her own . ·,my can I t you do the same with us? ' I strongly suspect 

that it was partly in order to guard against this that Mr . Maudling 

made his sudden show of toughness on our independence date . Indeed , 

only yesterday Sir Grantley Adams used this very argument himself 

when he bitterly at t acked ooth Britain and Jamaica for the collapse 

of tne Federation . He attacked Jamaica for not consulting either the 

Federal Government or tne o.ther islands over the referendum • .Arid he 

attacked Britain for giving w_ay to the will of the Jamaican people • . 
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The people of ya saland, ir Grantley said , have been trying to leave 

the Central frican Federation for a long time but the British 

government had said no to them o So why should the Brit ish government 

give way to Jamaica all do"m the line? 

I ·think Sir Grantley is a very disappointed and a very bitter 

man and in his bitterness he would have loved the British government 

to refused Ja□aican independence . And I think he has pressed these 

views very strongly with ¥.ir . r.audling and th·e British government . And 

Sir Grantley is not the only one . The very powerful sett~er interests 

of Central Africa do see the break up of the West Indies Federation 

as an example which might lead to the break- up of their own federation 

The London Daily Telepgraph is a powerful supporter of the white 

settler lobby , and I think its proposal for a four - powe protectorate 

for the West Indies is a very clever·attempt to secure the future of 
\ 

the Central frican Federation . The four power protectorate idea is 

no more and no less than a new form of international colonialism . And 

if they can push this through it would be a clear warning to the 

Africans of the Central African Federation that the choice is either 

to stay in the federation or else to become the colonial subjects of 
and much more streamlined 

a new/form of imJerialism. 

So you see , behind Mr . lt.audling ' s sudden attempt to postpone 

our independence date are other ana powerful political pressures 
some of 

/which have nothing to do with Jamaica at all . If there had been any 

basic disunity in the country, and if this disunity had reflected it- . 

self in the approac:1 of our delee-ation , there would. have been a 

distintt danger of some of these clever designs being imposed on us : 

which once more highlights the importance of national unity . 

Goonniglt . 
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lo 346 The rice of Bre5d & the Cos t of iving 

NEvvS CO!Il1..!.Arn.ARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Feb 9 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter .. brahams speaking 

Good evening : I am very glad that t · e r,:inister of Trade and 

Indus t ry, hr . Wills Isacc , has spoken up so promptly and. firmly 

against the hint that the price of bread might go up once more . On . 

W~dnesday morning Mr . Isaacs said that if any attempt was made t o 

increase the price of bread he would impose price control immediately . 

He then went on to say that there are many items of foodstuff whi ch 
' 

' 
he proposed to bring under price control within the next week or s o . 

1ow , when the price of bread went up the last time, I raised my 
some 

voice in bitter protest against it and the result was that :ilJir:ex~a:qJ ~t:.t 

~:f people in the baking industry were very angry with "le . I was accus e 

of using a very powerful medium of publicity unfairly to build up 

feeling against bakers as a group , and I was also accused of ·expeoting 

the bakers to work for nothing . 

\iell, it is not , and it never has been my intention to build up 

feeling against any group or any section of the Jamaican · community , an 

I take my job sufficiently seriously t 1o recognise its responsibilities 
to 

and x J try to be as fair and balanced as is hu3anly possible . 

I do not think that the bakers, or ~ny other srou.i:> for that matte 

should work for nothing . I thi k the business man is as entitled to 

a decent return for his effort and for his investic1ent as is the worlrnr 
to 
~~x a decent day's pay for a <~ecent day's work, But let us face it, 

not every worker gives a decent day's work for o decent day's pay . 

d some buslness people have fantasti:; notions of what should be 

a decent return for effort an investment. Some business people feel 

that they are losing heavily if their profits drop from, say, 25% 

t,o 15/t I am afraid that many of our business people have slipped 
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into the habit of not beint? satisfied with anything but the maximum 

return possible . .And if tner~ is any kind of fall off in profits , they 

do not hesitate to pass it on to the com.sumer . Indeed, the return may 

sometimes drop by four percent , but ins~ead of passing on the 4% to 

the consumer they might hike the price up by 8%. 
I 

The result of this sort of thing is a run-away inflation o·f 

prices and a shoot·ing µp of the cost of 1 i:i:lhg I do not think this 

is a point that needs to be laboured . Take the case of beef in arnny 

country areas.. Housewives in many rural areas find it impossible to 
I 

get soup bones for under 1/6. a pound ; and I know of some places wbere 

they have to pay a much as 2/- for a pound of soup bones . And yet it 

was poE:.si ble last wee~ to get these same soup bones - w.l. th a . .l.i ttle 

more fileat on the~ - at one of our big supermarkets for 9d a pound . 

In nine cases out of ten the attitude of the vendor is to soak the 

poor consumer for all he can get. And this is so widespread. as to be 

pretty general . 

What makes this picture of inflated prices even worse is the 
hit 

fact that the poorest sections of the community are/hardest . Prices 

are geared in the mai n to what the po ckets of the middle- classes can 

stand, anc i:' the middle-classes fin-:" tiie burden 1.eavy you can b. sure 

ha the poorer peop e must flnd it a~most unbearable . 

For the sake of all Jamaicans, I think it is ti~e our gover.nment 

thought of the setting up of an agency to stablise prices , wages and 

profits . The alternative is serious trouble in the future . 

Goodnight . 
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1) Child on Ants ' Nest 
2) Honesty , Good Manners 

NE\ JS C IL.Ei.-JT ARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Feb 10 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I would like to comment on t wo none poplitical 

topics this evening : one is ratr-er depressing and the other is very 

cheering and heart - ~·mrming . 

To me the most depressing story out of Jamaica t~is week was the 
, 

case in Old Harbour where a motr er, was found guilty of cruelty to her 

eight - year - old child . The woman had flogged the child and then tied 

it over an ants ' nest . This was a sickening exhibition of deliberate 

and calculated cruelty agalnst a defenceless child . I think esident 

I!agistrate I.tr . HcCarthy I s bi ting remarks to the woman reflected the 

horrified feelings of all decent Jamaicans . All .I Hant to say here 

is that I hope none of you _will ever witness anything like this 

cruelty to a ci"lild without taking ac tion . Not even a parent has the 

right to be cru.el to his or her child . So please , if you ever see such 

inhuman cruelty to any cr"ild, rr.ake it your business to interfere, and 

call the police . 'rl1is is tl,e duty each and everyone of us owe to all 

· helpless little cnildren . 

:~o-w let us turn from t he epressing to the wore cheerful . I \Jonde 

now many of you read the letter from 1-T . 1:dwin Todd in · ednesday ' s 

Gleaner . It was printed in the column headed: ' Jottings by the :i.~&tive ' . 

If you have not done so, plEase read it. It will cheer your spirits 

no end and it will malre you. feel proud of being Jama_can . It is the 

story of a good man from another country who brought his f'a rr:ily to 

live in Jamaica, on Berry hill , St • .,.ary . This man was a great doctor 

who did not talk about his goodness; he just lived it in a quie_ sort 

of iray and tr ed to contribute to the heal th and v-1ellbeing of the 

J1J.rnaicans aL;ong whom he found himself . 
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One day this man had to abandon his car on the road to his home . 
I 

The rains had messed up the road and tte car could not climb the hil l . 

So his wife to him home in her little~~ German car with its 

marvelous powers of climbing even through mud . When they ~ot ho-me 

the doctor discovered that he had forgotten to lock up his car and 

he had left over thirty pounds in cash in the car . The doctor was 

horrified and wanted to go back to get i>he money and lock up the 

car o But his wife told him to leave the car till morning . She said 

nothing would happen . 

aext morning when the doctor went down he found :~is car still 

where he had left it . But instead of. it being as dirty and muddy as 

he had left it, it was clean and shining . r:l:!he mud had been washed off 

and the car had been polished . The inside had been cleaned ana dus t ed . 

his cash box with the money in it haa been dusted and not a penny had 

been taken from it . Even his half - finished packet of cigarettes was 

still as he had left it . And there were two Jamaicans nearby . The 

doctor asked them who had done this? \Tho had cleaned this ca.rand left 

everything of his intact? And the two s~iling Jcmaicans said: ' Is 

Hampstead did it '. wonderful and true story which I hope you will 

rea0 for yourselves . And for me the moral of it is that Jamaicai and 

Jamaicans are not &s bad as we sometimes make them out . There is an 

enormous fund of love and goodwill and honesty among the ordinary peopJe 

of this island . All they demand for giving it is that they should be 

given the same in return. The Better Ja _aica is all about us: all we hw 

to do is to find it. Goodnight . 
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ro 348 Telephone Strik 

.L, ..!.,,' S co 1-..& 'f i.' Y 
For transmission on 
ionday Feb 12 at 6 . 15p . m 
reter brahams speaking 

Good evening : It looks very much as though things are really 

going to start popping ~rom now on until after April the 10th , when 

we have cast our votes . Indeed they have already started popping with 

the return of the country ' s leaders from the successful independence 

conference . I am glad that everything is moving at such a great lick . 

It is a good that our elections are not going to be dragged out . It 
I , 

is good that we will know within two months which party is going to 

form the first government of an,:'ndependent Jamaica • ·:ro have dragge_d 

this process out , ~o have delay~d elections until ·June or July , would 

only have ,helpe to create confusion and uncertainty; and that is 

something Jamaica cannot affDrd at this moment in time . We want these 

important . issues settled as cle rly and as quickly as possible so that 

we can ' get on with the very much more important job of creating a 

decent life for all the citizens of this count'ry •. And :fi&x this is 

going to demand of all of us that we make a g i ant effort to understand 

·all the issues before us so that we may choose wisely and in the best 
' 

interests of the country when Apri l 10th comes around . But I will 

return to this subject again . Tonight I would like to talk about the 

current telephone s'trike because it , too , forms a part of that greater 

understanding for which we must work . 

1·ow the issues in this strike are very clear •. ·,lage negotiations 

, have been going on for some time now . The ational Workers Union , has , 

I understa 1, made a demand for a general wage increase of 5% or one 

year . In answer to this the Company has offered a wage increase of 

10~ for one year or else a 15~ increase for a two year period. The 

Union rejected this offer . So the company said, allrigct, let us put 
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the whole matter to arbitration . he Company also undertook to accept 

whatever award came out of the arbitration . But the union rejected 

t his offer as well and s o at midnight on Saturday the strike was on . 

The Union also rejected a p lea from tbe ' Ministry of Labour to pos t pone 

the strike for twenty - f our hours so t hat the Ministry could try an 

work out a acceptable settlement . Those are the basic facts behind 

the strike . ,!hat are we to make of U1em? 

First , I do not think the matter had reached a po int where there 

was any need for a strike as yet . 11 the avenues of negotiation had 

not yet been explored and exhausted . If the Company had rejected the 

union ' s demand out of hand the workers would have had a very muc 

stronger case for s trike action . But the company made a compromise 

offer; and when the union rejected that the company offered arbit ation 

with an ,advance commitment to accept the arbi tration award , however 

it went\ It does ~eem to me a pity that we should have this elaborate 

machinery for nego~iation and arbitration , and t hen not to rnake full 

use of it . As it is, it looks as though the matter will end up by 

going to arbitrat ion but we will have had an unnecessary strike from 

which neither the workers nor the company will benefit and which has 

only brought inconvenience to the cou:p.try as a whole . 

To round off the picture the present wage.structure in the indust 

is that senior tecl.nicians get 15 .8 . 0 a week with t he lowest Ara~e 

tech.nician getting a minimum of £5 .12.6 . with rising scales int ~etween . 

The Clerical staff begin at £6 . 12 .6 in the trainee category an rise to 

.i;:14 . 3 .~ a week . But the main po nt is that the workers shou d ve 

gone throug one more stage before resortinr- to strike action . 

Goodnight . 
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l,E ,·S COI,J.l' ,,-\TARY 
For transmirsion on 
Tuesaay Feb 13 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter brahams speaking 

Good evening: One ~f thing , nd possibly the most outstanding 

thing that made the Jamaican incependence conference so unique and 

so wonderful was the spirit of unity shown by the leaders of t he two 

parties . The leaders of bot h parties realised that i emai ca and the 

interests of Jamaica were more ,importan t .than their parties and the 

interests of their parties . This , I feel , is something that can never 

be stressed too rnuch . It is sornethin~ i which our leaders have 

served us remarkably well , and I think this i s something we can and 

, must learn from our leaders , especially in the hectic weel:s that wi,11 

lead up to Apri l 10th . 

I think that unless we learn tb.is lesson we may , in our pa_ssion 

and in our partisan excite ent do thin__;s that will hurt Jamaica and 

damage t::-ie best interests o:' all her people . I think it would be a 

tragedy, for inst~nce , if after this wonderful display of political 

I • maturity by our leaders we wer e to behave in a spirit of political 

irresponsibility . Anr the anger of th~t is very real . 
! 

Only last week v1~ had an ue:ly isplay of labour violence at the 

Trafalgar Park Eousing Development project when rival gangs of workers 

attached to our two ~a or unions foucht each other with machetes ad 

iron bars and sticks nd stones . This was as nasty and U£1Y a display 

of irresponsibility ae we could VE. This '.-ras the lav.r of the jun~le; 

the law of hooliganism , disgu ised as- trade unionism . nd 1 t me say 

quite fran~ly that I am desperately ·aisappoi ted tnat so far none of 

our union publicly con~e! ed this labour hooliganism . 

This sort of b i n0 goo" for the country and it certainly is 
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no good for the trade union movement in Jamaica . 

And no sooner had our a elega tes arr· i ved in 1:on tec:o Bay on Sunday 

when there was a clash between the supporters of the . L . · • and th~ 

.~ . P . If the reports fron l~nte:o 'Bay are correct then so~e P.r .. 
supporters went to a J . L .. meeting and started the trouble . If tr•~is 

iias in fact the case then I hope the . N. • leadership will issue 

very firm instructions to its sup~orters to leav€ J . L .P . mEetings 

alone . But of course 1the fault is never only on one side .and you are 

as liable to have ardent J . L . . . supporters trying to break up P . N.P . 

meetings as you ar liable to have P . i\J . • supporters trying t o 

break up J . L . • meetings . 

I think it would be a very gopd thing if our trade union leaders 

would get together and agree to issue ~oint directives to their 

' followers not to act as scabs and strike brea~:er s and trouble rnakers . 

I know that because of the political structure of our labour movement 

it v·ould not suit any i:me of our unions to take sue 1 action on i ts 

own . This is one of those unhappy proble.L1s of' the tail wagging the 

dog . :3ut surely all our union~ ld arrive at anc. honour an agr3Aw.en t ,. ' 

on standards of conduct and behavior among their followers . In eed . 

this ' might be one way of getting out of the sad situation of the tail 

wagging the do5 so violently . 

md I do hope 1that botb Busta and Lanl y will make . it quite clea~ 

to thei followers t: at t ey expect from all of us the same high 

standard of good behaviour that t~1e · the.nselves showed in London . If 

tney do , then our coming elections may not be marred by ug iness and 

violence . Goodnight . 
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Election romises 

r:Eiv COL.r:t=:_.T.ti.RY 
For transmission on 
.Tednesday Feb 14 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter .. brahams spealcing 

. I 

Good evening : The silly season of election promises will soon be 

with us so , with your permission , I want to get in my own list of 

promises . 

First , I promise to every male Jamaican from the age of 'f i:EteBn · 

upwards a regular weekly income of fifty shillings a week for as l ong 

as he is unemployed . And if this male Jamaican has a wife and three 

children , then I romise that the gover. ent I form, if you elect me , 
I • 

wi l l see tdl it that he gets an additional allowance of one pound f or 

his wife and ten shillings a week for each of his children . This woul d 

give an unemployed man with a wif6 and three children five pounds 

a weelL In addition to this, if he has been uhemployed for more 

than three weeks , he will get e. tabbacoo allowance of f ,ive shill ings 
\ 

a week and a rum allowance of five r.illings a week . So much for 

coping with the unemployment problem . All you have, to do is vote for 

me and I will solve it . I n addition , I promise pensions for everybody 

Men will get their pensions from the age of sixty and women from the 

age of sixty- five because they are knovrn to live longer than men . 

Of course , unlike all the other politicians who want your votes ~ I do 

not expect you to make any c9ntribution to the pensions scheme . 

To the trade u ions I promise complete and total govermment 

su.t;)port for all thei r wage denands , and for those poor people who hav~ 

to v-rork for a living , I promise a three day, twenty four hour working 

week . _ d if an~ €Illp l yer objects to thiS' I promise to nationalise 

his industry and hand it over to tr.e poor workers who will then be 

free to run it as tLey wish . 

To the farmers I promise unlimited of money and 
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materials in the form of subsidies and grants and the l ike . I promi s e 
, . -

to pay half the farmers ' wage bills and± promise to give them an 

unlimited supply of cheap labour and I shall see that their labourer s 

work for them for ten hours every day . I also promise the farmers an 

assured market for all their crops . All the farmer has to do is to 

vote for me and all his troubles ~re over . 

I promise a new deal for our merchant community . I shall protect 

them from unfair foreign competti tion and I sl1ali introduce a labour 

code which will ensure that they do not , ever suf_fer from strikes 

lock- outs and the like; and since they re good Jamaicans my sovernmen 

will gaarantee that their ~argin of profit- does not fall below thirt y 

percent . 

To foreign investors I promise cheap labour , tax- free ~Nm xa~~x 

holiday~ for five years and a whole heap of other incentives about 
~ 

which I will talk to them privately at a closed meeting for foreign 

investors only . 

To the housewives, those most important of all voters, I promise 

to introduce a bill which wi l l make i't compulsory for all stores to 

sell them food and clothing at rate which they really can afford . 

I ehall also see that hairdressers ' and beauty parlour crwrges are 

cut very drastical.ly and that their husbands spend at least three 

even ings a week at ho e ·or out with them . For all these reasons , lodi 

and gentlemen , ask you for your votes; and I think you would be 

heap of impossible promises . So please , when the promises start comir. 

in be on your gu r , xamine them carefully . most of them may ust be 

elEctioneering hot air . Goodnig t . 
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TO 351 T ephone Strike f ollow- up 

r fillS 00 ·'1.1'2..<TARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Feb 15 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter brahams speaking 

Good evening: It looks very much as though the telephone strike 

will be with us for the rest of this week . And as far as I am concerned 

the continuation of the strike is part of the unnecessary and unfortun 

.9.attern that was responsible for its beginning . You will remember that 

it was on !illnday evening that I sketched for you the background of 

this strike . I told you then that I thought the workers ' representativ 

should have gone through one more stage of negotiation before resorting 

to strike action . 

·.1ell , on Tuesday morning when the Union and the Company representati:. 

met at the 11nistry of Labour the union changed its mind about 

arbitration and proposed. that the dispute be settled by arbitration 

under the Tra4es Disputes Arbitration and Enquiry Law . The union said 

it was willing to call off the strike 'mme~iately if the Company a~reed 

to this rocedure . But the Comapny representatives no1.v declared that 

they could not commit themselves until they had consulted their 

directors, and the directors could not meet before baturday . In answer 

to this the union naturally said that t e continuation of tte strike 

m· st now be blamed on the Company . t seems to me th9t dn this point 

the Union ha..., reason on i'ts side . 

In t~e light of these developments it seems to me that we, the 

general public who are the victims of this inconvenience, are entitled 

to ask a number f uestions of both the company an the unio,n. 

I should like to know why the union ~xx resisted the i~ea of 

arbitration until Tueeday.ia:fxi If they ha agreed when the company first 
I 

proposed arbitration there would have been no need to call a strike? 

and why, after resisting arbitration, are thy now willing to eo to 
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· arbitration . .And should like to know why the company, after proposi 

a settlement by arbitration, should now suddenly appear to be dragging 

its feet . The company had declared itself in favour of arbitration . 

Surely it must have had the views of its directors before IT.aking that 

declaration . So why must it now first consult its directors? .And if 

the interests of the general public were in fact regarded as being 

paramount then surely an emergency meeting of the directors could 

have been called before Saturday . It seems to me that on~e again 

the poor subscriber has been taken for the mug . 1:fe are expected to 

foot the bill and we are also expected t o put up with all the delays 

and· inconveniences which in this instance a_t least , ould have been 

avoided . I really think that both the company and the union owe tr_e 

long suffering public a muc clearer and fuller explanation than we 

have so far had . Both the union and the company are partners in the 

business of selling a servic e to the general public . And let us face 

it , the public is getting a pretty p or servi c e today because of a 

very poorly handled dispute between these partners • . Jlld I do not think 

this dispute would have been hand~ed quite as badly if there had been 

more real regard on both sides forte general public . 

One le.st i1ord on this unfortunate business . The union has firmly 

condemned the cuttin&r of telephone cables anrl I :tope tfuis wanton 
,, 

destruction will stop . It is stupid and sensel~ss and benefits nobody . 

60 let us put an end t ·o it . .le can be creative and constructive even 

whEn we have labour d ' sputes: that is the hallmark of national maturit 

Goortnigl t. 
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1~0 352 . B. ~ . General Strike 

:~E,, 8 CQlvJ.::"":.T.. Y 
For transmission on 
Friday Feb 16 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter bra ams s~eaking 

Good evening : The nevrn of the General Strike in Br itish Guiana 

has come as a surprise to most people , and there are many questions 

being asked .. \!hat does this general strike mean? Has Jagan sudcenly 

lost the support f the Guianese people? And how widespread is this 

strike? Is it political? And wro are the people behind it? 

iell , let us try and find some answers to these questions . irst 

let us get the current facts clear . This strike has crippled all 

govermment _and commertio:al business . Reports are that well over 40 , 009 

workers are out .and t hettne British Guiana Trades Union Council which 

is the co - ordinating body for some twenty- six unions has officially 

called the strike . So this is the biggest official strike ever called 

by all the major unions in that country . 

Ther backf~round to the strike takes us back to the beginping of 
l 

this rr:onth when B. G. ' s first elected l'.i:inister of Finance , Dr . Charles 

Jacob , outlined his Budget proposals in parliament . Dr . Jacob 

announced a number of very weepin «MXN~Kx n~w. tax proposals and 

financial restr1ctions . 

llJilong the proposa sis a compulsory savings scheme under which 

allwokers T,rho ear over a 100 dollars amonth - that is Just about 

£20 a month mnst give up a portion of their ,a es to the e;overnment 

in exchange for Bonds which cannot be transferred anc. which will 

mature in seven years . r . Jacob hoped to collect adfilitional revenue 

of '6 million or roughly £1 million plus from this item alone . 

Another proposal was for xx~R~XN wide- rangitg tax increases on 

consumer goods - food, clothing , drinks and the like w:bich he hoped 

would bring in an additional :?8 million or rourhly £l o3 million . 
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Dr . Jacob also pro~osed new taxation of gifts, on properties over 

~50,000 in value , on stocks and shares . He proposeu a higher rate 

of income tax¢' with lower,rates of tax relief , higher stamp dutj es ; 

higher charges for hotel licences , pa:wnbrokers, bonded warehouses, 
, . ,moneylenders · 

restaurants , rum shops/and the like . He also proposed higher taxes 

on motor vehicles . He also proposed sweeping new taxes on business 

firms and non- resident companies and a reduction of all tax hol~~ays . 

In shoi"t , Dr . Jacob ' s Budget proposals were drastic and far ­

reaching . If put into operation , these Budget proposals would result 

in very radical changes in the economic life of the country . Anybody 

earning over £20 a month would be more heavily taxed than ever before , 

and the higher you go in the income bracket , the heavier the tax 

burden . The workers in particular would have felt the pinch~ of the 

compulsory savings scheme and the higher taxes on consumer gooqs . 

But every section of the Guianese society would have had to pay ' heavil 

for the government ' s development plans . And so you had this pretty 

general reaction against the Bmdget proposals . Rnd this ied to 

Tuesday ' s partial stoppage of work , first n commercial Georgetown, 

and then to the general strike w:1ich brought €verything virtually to 

a stop on Wednesday . 

Mr . Richard Ismael, the spokesman and leader of B.G.' s T. U. C. 

has sai this strike is not political and he will call it off as soon 

as Dr . Jagan scraps this proposed Budget . Other political vroups, how­

ever , have called for Jagan ' s resignation . So where does B. G. so from 

here? I will try to answer tr~ms ,e question,i tomorrow . So till then, 

Goodnight . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 353 B. G. Gen~ral Strike ( 2) 

NEVIS COI!iL .....,'lr 1ARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Feb 17 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I think it would be a very serious mistake for 

the British Government, or anybody else for that matter , to interpret 

the E .G. General Strike as a vote of no confi dence by the Guianese 

people in the ~~xE~NmE ±x KNN leadershi p of Dr . J agan . There is a 

tendency for ·some people to see it in this li6ht, and thi s is 

part i cularly marked with people who are hostile to Jagan 1 s polit ca 

views . I think , for instarice , that both Mr. Forbes Burnham , the 

leader of the People ' s National Congress, and Er . Peter D1 Aguiar, 

t he leader of t be United Force , are hopefully seeing it in this 

light . But I think t hat any attempt by t:h.e British Government to s l o ·1 

a.own B. G1 s advance to independence on this score is likely to mean 

serious trouble . Jagan is still the political nu~ber one man in 

British Guiana , and unl .ess he lo ses his head over this General Strike 

he will remain in that position for a long time to come . So the 

first thing I would say is that the strike <ioes not mean a weakening 

of Jagan ' s po;erful ho ld on the hearts and minds of the majority of 

Guianese . 

I think he has blundered i n that h has not prepared his people 

more carefully once he had decided to undertake these l3rastic 

economic steps . But I al~o think we ought to b~ar in ~ind that just 

as Ei ngston is not all of JaPaica so Geor.etown is not all of British 

Guiana . And at B, G. 's last gen ral el~ctions Jagan deliber~tely id 

' not put up any cc-ndi"ate in Geor ·etown . The . :P . P . left all the 

Georgetown . seats to J I r-~uia.r and ...,t'rnham ana conce trated ins t ad 

in tne country areas . .fmd ~:is Gener 1 Strike hes bsen a Gsortown 

based affair. . le o not have rnucll idea of 1t tat tl~e mass of the Inr ian 
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people in the remote country areas feel about his Bud.get proposals . 

1, y own guess is that they will be inclined to go along •with Jagan . 

hfter all , his pro~osals arc inte~ded to benefit t1em by cetting the 

necessary money to open up and rleveloi:> the Guianese hinterland 

On tne other hand, Jae;an ' s popular majority at the general 
, . 

election ·was not so Jecisive as to allov-, hin to ignore tr e strong 
1 still 

feelin5s of the people of Geore:etown . sorgetmm is/the. fin ncial 
and economic . 

and. com!_ ercial/heart of t~_e country and the lives of the: people in 

the country areas are sti 1 very greatly influenced by i.1l1at happens 

in Georgetown . 

Ja5an 1 s present difficulties are very real and should be under ­

standable . The vast majority of 1-:-i'S people live in extreme _1ov-=rty 

and fundsfor develo_p nent are &n absolute necessity . To a man o-.f: his 

ideas t:e redistribution of his country's wealth seems a logical and 

reasonable functiorL of governfilent . But ~ny government exercising 

po,rer in a remocratic society has , to d.e· 1 with a vast cultitude o::' 

conflictiw· interests . ln a n n - democratic <_overnment, in some: form 

of benevolent dictatorshiJ , it is easy to over- rule these conflicting 

interests~ d imp~se what is considered good for the country . In a 

democratic societ y , on the other hand , the government caJ.1 only go as 

far and as fast as the people wi l l allow it to go . And the people are 

often those who can ma _e the most noise ''.n-:i c..:~eate tl1s nast ,11s turbance 

This, I think, is so□ething Dr . Jagan should have known and bargained 

for . It hae now been forcibly been brought home to him . .Lis psople 

havs told h!m clearly what they o not 11ant . riow he reacts to this is 

imµortant for .c.G . and for all of us . 
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Tele~~o e ·strik~ & Arbitration 

i COL, El. r. 
For transmission on 
.'onday Feb 19 at 6 . 15p .m 

Peter Abrahams speaking 

le 

Good evening : I a.1 5 ad tLat the Telephone Co.npany has <'lecided 

to answer some of the questions I asked on Thursday eveping, concern.in 

the continuation of the tele.phone strike . You will remember I asked 

,uy the cor.1.pany , after itself proposing a settlement by arbitration, 

s.muld suddenly appear to be dragging its feet . I also asked why t e 

union, after resistin arbitration until Tuesday of last week , su¼, nl 

decided to so to arbitration after all. Hell , in a big advert:L~ement 

in today ' s Gleaner the company has given its side of the ansvrers ; and 

in terms of getting a clearer understanding of t9e ~ssues involved, 

I "' ind t , is -state11ent very satisfac:tory, which does not mean I a-3ree 

with every point it puts forward . But I do think the company hac put 

forward a reasonable and strone: case for its position. 

t seems that the real point of a if erence between the com:6a:-1y 

and tbe union has now reduced · tsel:f to the way in which the arbi tra to. 

is to be chosen and what he is to arbitrate on . Eefore the start of 

the strike, and w~,en no a r reement seemed possible , the company offered 

to submit all the disputes ~o arbi trat~on by an im,c,artial and 

i~dependent arbitrator agreed on by the union and the company . The 

union rejected this offer and called the l:?trike . Then, on Tuesday of 

last week the union decided to go to arbitration, but with a ifferenc 

According to the company's offer the union and the company would a~ree 

on the arbitrator; but according to the union's propo.sal it 1.rould be 

t he Cabinet that would choose the arbitrator under the Trad.es :ispute 

rtrbi tration and Enquiry Law . So both h d nou reac:ied the point v.rhere 

they agreed on arbitration but not on how the arbitrator should be 

cl osen . 
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So far the union has not explained why it is oprosed to arbitrati 

by an arbitrator chosen jointly by the union and the company . Today th 

company has explained why it is opposed to an arbitrator being appoint 
In essence, 

by the Cabinet under the La\v . / I t says that in present - day Jar:::;aica 

we live with the fact that each of our two major trade unions is 

closely connected with one of our major political parties . Therefore , 

the Cabinet which represents the political party in power , must of 

necessity be ·a part of this close connection between the union and 

the party . (Let me point our here that nowhere does the company ' s 

stamement spell these things out quite as clearly as I am doing now : 

but it is there and you cannot miss the point of it) . And so the 
to have 

company feels it is unsat isfactory/what amounts to an interested nart y 

choose the arbitrator . Justice , it says , must not only be done, it ms 
. ~ 

also appear to be done . And so the company is opposed to the Cabinet 
· "' .:t ~ ~ ~ ;x "" 14 -~~ 1 rt . .e. .. ~ 

appointing 'an arbitrator under the Law . ~ feels that for justice t o 

" be done and also to appear to be done the union and the company shoul 

jointly agree on an arbitrator . It seems to me that whether we agree 

with the company or not , this is a very strong argument . Our unions 

are tied to political parties and the fact that I personally think -
that our Cabinet will not make a partisan selection does not wE:.aken 

the strength of the company ' s case on an issue of principle . ~mat I a 
,'"" hope though is that while this matter is ueing sorted out , ~ parti 

will agree to a resumption without prejudice to either aide . Over a 

thou2and workers went home without pay packets on Friday and I am sur 

this has caused great hardship , so please settle this matter as soon 

as possible . Goodn:Lght o 
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No 355 Strikes & Strike Pay 

N=1/S co "ill r.-,; T... Y 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Feb 20 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I endned my comm.ents last night by s_aying that 

last Friday over a thousand workers went home without pay -packets 

ahd that this must have caused a great deal of hardship in a number of 

families . ~ow that was the sort of statement that most employers and 

:nost enemies of trades unionism would seize on as a powerful argument 

against strikes or even against trade unionism its elf o It is ·or course 

nothing of the kind . Indeed, the workers know that this is the 

situation and that strike action almost invariably means· hardship and 

suffering for themselves and their families . Arld so they are not likely 
when 

to resort to strike action Tightly . You can be sure that/workers decide 

to go on strike the reasons must either be very compelling or else 

they must b€ convinced that they can win their case over a very short 

space of time. And this is one of the serious weaknesses of our labour 
. 

movement in Jamaica, and it is a weakness that leads to all sorts of 

very, bad results. 

If you have a strike and it is not settled in quick time the 

workers feel the pinch and this becomes desperate if the strike goes 

on for a long time • .And then the workers ma y resort to the desperate 

measures of desperate people . They may try to force the issue by 
I 

resorting to threats or violence; they may try to eamage mcchines , 

set fire to crops, cut cables, break windows , beat up the managerial 

staff and the like . Now , t he standard thing is to denounce this and 

to read the workers lectures on good behaviour . Or else '!e blame 
I subversive elements o This is the easy way out . 

But the result of all this is t~at our union leaders know that 

in any strike time is ~gainst them. They must win and win Quickly or 
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.else they might find themselves deserted for the rival union when next 

representational poll comes along . nd so the union leaders too are 
' 

infected with .the sense ~f desperation of their members . And so you 

find them condoning or defending things and acts which are 1vrong , and 

this , in the long run , leads to an attitude of almost desperate 

irresponsibility , of a desire to get a quick victory at any price . And 

so threats , violence, coercion tend to become weapons in our labour 

disputes . 

I 

And this , from the point of vtew of the overall national interes t s 

of the country, is a most unheal tny state of affairs vrhich could, in a 

rao .,13nt of crisis , destroy the stability and orderliness of the whole 

society . 

So what is the an~wer? It seems to me that there is only one answ 
\ 

that will be real and effective; and Vat is for tl:e unions to organis-

their finances in such a way that they will be in a position to give 

their members'strike pay ' for as long as an offi c ial strike lasts . 

This would at once re:!1ove the des:'Jeration which hits the ·worker when 

a ispute is not sGt~led in a week or so . It would also put t~e unions 

in a stronger position when they eal with employers o'f/er strikes . 

The leaders would be under much less pressure for a quick settlement 

and there would be less fear of members deserting to 1 the other si e '. 

1 think that once the workers are sufficiently secure financially to 

hold out for a r eas a.nable length of time wi t:1out get tine; desperate , 

then the whole labour relations picture will undergo. a healthy revolutj 

ary change for the good of both the workers and the country . This can 

done; it is up to our union leaders to work out the ways and means . 

Goodnight . 
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NEW"S co • J'r v 

For transmission on 
~eAn~sAaJ Feb 21 at 6 .13p .m 
reter Abra' ia□s speaking 

Good evening : One of the really difficult things in ti-is modern 

world of Cold Wars, world power blocs and journeys into space , is to 

decide just what is subversive . What is subversive? nd how does one 

decide that any giv en th~ng , any attitude , any symbol is to be banned 

as subversive or dangerous? 

Ever since I · heard about the two students from our university 
I 

college who had a body of literature seized when they came back from 

a sort of university exchange visit to Cuba , I have been trying to 

puz zle out this big problem . The books that these young peo~le brough 
• 

from Cuba were ap- arently not on the banned list but our security 

officials regarded. tl1em as dangerous , so they seized them . And I now 

understand that the Cabinet is to decide on whether they should be 

on the banned list or not . 

d since the Cabinet is going to deal with t:iis matter, there a r e 

two additional matters which I think our ltlnisters should also look 

at in passing . ( I hope the 1 dangerous literature ' matter has not bf':-en 

dealt with otherwise the case I have been a~ked to ra se might go by 

the board in default, as it were) . 

So let us get back to the question of what is subversive or 

dangerous . 

T:1e other day I was told of an ilmerican tourist who had come here 

to spy out the land in order to advise the shareholders in his company 

on whether Ja~aica would be a sood investment field for some of their 

not ver';f u,Cti ve E1oney . Like the shrewd and sharp busl:nessman he was , 

this r:ian dressed up as a dumb tourist in t!~e loudest of s:birts , hired 
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a snall c&r and drove off to get the pulse of the country . 

The first time he saw the red flag he made a note to tell his 

directors that we too had our communist problem . But he did not go 

very far before he saw ar:other red flag and he :irn~N~kt made a note to 

tell his directors that the U. S . woulrl have to do something because 

our communist problem looked serious o But a little further on he saw 

another red flag and his LEart sahk; and so he started counting the 

red flags . ' He Hcmt from one end of Ja.naica to the other, and everywhn 

he saw red fla ,~·s o And there were so many that he just could not keep 

up bis counting . 

This poor man returned to Kingston with a very heavy heart after 

his island tour . Lmaica, he deocided , was beyond hope . But he uas angry 

with his govern~ent too . They had talked a lot about Cuba but they ha 

not told the American people anything about red dotted Jamaica v1i th al] 

its communist flags . 

It 1-ms in this spirit of despair that he went to the airport 

to e:,o home just as a · great man 'Was returning home to Jamaica from a 

triumphant conference abroad . And there were thousands and thousands 

of people to welcome the great man . He stood and ':ratched, and as the 

great man stepped out of the plane thousands and thousands of hands 

went up in the selute of the clenched fist and the great man responded 

in like manner . The American fainted clean al/ray . Tell , ladies and 

gentlemen, where ao · we go from here? Are red flags and clenchea. fi sts 

more or less subversive than books from uba? How do you decir'e? 

mat did that poor American decide? Goodnight . 
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! 0 357 U. S . .. an in Space 

\ 1< 11-S COMhE..~T~ Y 
· For transmission on 

Thursday Feb 22 at 6 . 15p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The merican spaceman, John Glenn, circled :kNR our 

earth three times on Tuesdajy' . He stayed up in outer space for four hou·r 

and fifty - six minutes, and in that time he travelled a distanc·e of more 

than 81 , 000 miles o For two of, his three trips rouna the earth , Glenn 

himself guided his spacecraft . And then he c •me down to earth and ·was 

plucked safely out of the sea . And all the people of the United States , 

as well as millions of othexr people all over the wor·ld, sighed with 

relief . 

It was not just the relief that follows on a great and tricky 

mission which was successfully carried out . There was much more to it , 

and everybody knew it . If the AmE::rican space attempt had failed , if 

Glenn had been kille-.." in.the attempt, the American loss would ha e been 

more than just the death of a man and the failure of an attempt . It 

would have been a terrible and crushing political and psychological 
' 

blow to the United States and all her allies in the Cold "!ar between 

1communism and democracy . In terms of the Cold War , failure of the 

1erican attempt could and would have been used as proof that the 

American system in particular , and democracy in general, are inferior 

to the communist systern o The Americans, and all the world knew this . 

And yet the mericans conducted all the proceedings that led up to 

Tuesday ' s successful space flight, in the full glare of world- wide 

publicity . ie kneu about every single delay and postponement; the 

anxieties were openly dscussed; and.Ke knew of all t he misgivings of 
I 

the Am~rican nation . imd in a sense it is our knowledg~ of these thing~ 

our knowledge that t1e mericans entertained the possibility of . . 

failure, t e knowledge that Glenn himself lrnew that he risked death - . 
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· and had said that even if he died in the attempt he wanted his country­

men to go on with the space programme : it is our knowledge of all 
at once 

these things that has made this American space shot seem/less spectacul 

and infintely more human than the two previous Russian space flights , 

le only knew about the Russiah shots when the men were already up 

in space , when success seemed assured . If there had been any failures 

before , if there had been any delays , any disasters , these were kept 

from the world and we only had rumours and s~eculations about them . 

Only the successes were recording and announced . And this is one of 

the basic differences between what are called open societies and closed 

societies . In the open society everything , failures as well as 

successes , are laid bare to the public gaze of all the world . In the 

closed society what the world is told and shown is carefully selected 

and carefully edited . This is why the closed socmety has an appearance, 

almost superhuman infallibility . It supresses its failures and tells 

only of its successes o But in the long run this becomes self- defeating 

as we have seen in the case of the collapse of the infallibility of 

Joseph Stalin . When failure has to be admitted, it shakes the closed 

society to its very foundations . 

But perhaps the greatEst achievment of Glenn ' s successful space 

flight was 1r . Khrushchev ' s proposal yesterday that Russia ar..d America 

should po61 their sp~ce efforts for the benefit of all mankind . If it 

comes to anything then John Glenn ' s flight may yet contribute to a 

more peaceful world for us and for our children . 

Goodnight . 
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The ~sso Refinery 

• 

r s. S C lh~. T,1; Y 
For transmission on 
¥ricay Feb 23 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Go od evening : It is very 300d news that the J:sso refinery wi l l 

soon become more than something we just hear or talk about • .:..:..:arly 

next month the dregging operation is expected to begin at the site for 

the eefinery at Hunts Bay . It is planned to reclaim a sizeaGle acreage 

of land from the sea near the Esso termin&l by this operation . And 

between 60 and 70 Jawaicans will be euployed directly by the company 

which will c&.rry out the reclamation work . But in addition to this 

local contractors will also bs ,1ired by the dredgin _ company and thie , 

in turn, will provide work for otber j·arr,aicans . And tbis dredging ·mrk 

is ex.l:-".:cted to 50 O? :'or about six months . So in tLe first phase of 
. 

the oJeration relular work will be provided for certainly not less 

than a h1.mdred J maicans , but probably twice or three times that 

number . 

The second phase , the building of the refinery, will ~rovide work 

for a ear and a half for between 600 and 800 Jar.iaica.ns . This will be 

the pLase that will be of most direct help to our unemployment probl2m . 

In the tr~ird phase, when the refinery goes into actual production , 

150 to 160 Jamaicans who lave received special training , will gst . 

permanent jobs at the refinery . But all this is of cour se only one , 

aspe ct of the whole thing . The company is e;oing to need secretarial , 

clerical and messenger staff; it will pr obably need drj_vers ai1d the 
I 

like; the people ,ho come here are going to need houses to live in; 

they are going to need people to work in tbeir homes; they are going 

to buy food G.nc clothing . !..nd all this is goine: to put 111ore money into 

circulation and it is goi~g to create a ne, call for c rvicEs, and this 

in turn might create more job's i fields completely unco 111c ctec with 
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tne refinery . In addition to all this the settin. up of the refinery 

ie go i:1.G to bring r..iore oney to the government in the fora1 of ta11..ss 
~~ k 

·and t:ie like . nd this n.oney is going to mean that r.iucL more t,o be 

" spent on the EiKig::t~·fx ~XXl1IN evelo_pI11ent projecte vfrich must be 

carried through if the people of Ja"aica are to set decent.roads~ a 

decent ·water supply ·throughout the island , and all the other things we 

de:!3.and such as nore echool build'.ne;s and 11ore hospitals anj_ a better 

medical service . So it is for very selfish reasons that I am glad this 

refir!er-y is finally going into opErat ion . 1 t will benefit t.1e Ja ':18. ican 

economy . 
J 

B'Jt there is a second anc.. equally importan t aspect to m:r pleasure 

at . the comin~ of the refinery and this caJe out in tle s~eech of the 

resident of -sso , rir . l, , J . Br~mer, at the Chamb1::1" of Jo-rinerce lunch 

on . .'ednesday . l r . :2rH1er spolrn on tl1e responsi blli ty of b 1si ess in a 

developin~ society_ and l1e nade some very strikin • sugrestions . rle 
I 

su5gested tbat the business community could llelp education by suppl;j n g 

11ac_1inery and rr:uch needed laboratory equipment to scl ools an by offEri 

awards of wsri t or sc11olarships to putstandin:-1. students . He suggested a 

102.n fund to Fou.r-H Clubs for social ~Jro J ects or experiments . J.e 

sug'--'ested tl1at/businesscs sponsored exl1ibttions of art and eculpture, 
I I 

literary contests, ~nd partici1Jated generally in the social, e ucationa 

and cultural life of the coumunity . I lilted :-:is ideas very much o I 

think Jamaica can do 1-, i th more ideas like t .is in our business 

comt1Uni ty; cs_µscially if tri€y are translated into reality . If th~ ew 

Essa concern helps to create a htightened sen e of social rcs~onsibilit . 
in our business coir unity then i tL contribution to Jamaica ,-rill indeed 

, 
be i:::n.t-1ortant, both socially a·1a. materially . i-1 He nsea thi 0 • 

... roodn · ght . 
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No 359 In ia ' s General 1' E--ctions .. 

~ .:::1: $ COMI LJ. iiR.Y 
For tramsmisaion on 
'onday Feb 26 at 6 . 15p .m 
eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Voting in India ' s third general elections since 

independence , has just ended . \le. do not yet know what proportion of 
210 

the electorate of i2i million people have actually cast their votes; 

it may take a little time before we get this . ·But these voters will 

choose 494 representatives to sit in the lower House of Parliament, 

which is the equivalent of our riouse of epresentati ves . They will 

also choose 2,930 members to sit in the 13 state asse1.1blies of t:1.e 

Indian subcontinent o This ts the biggest election in the world where 

you have parliamentary democracy in operation and where opposing 

parties can, in freedom and without fear, put up candidates to oppose 

the party in power . Inde-ed , the total I ndian 'electorate is greater 

than the populationsof France and Britain and Canada and Australia . 
I 

And so India can fairly and accurately be described as peing physica11J 

the greatest democracy in our world . But even so, it is just ~bot 
half 

one- tk!~~ of the total Indian population of somewhere in the refion 

of 400 million people who have the vote . You do of course get 

conflicting figures but even they only stress massiveness of India . 

Let r.1e give you a f~w mor · facts to underline the great size of 

this country and its population . It has a land area .of 1,269,640 

square miles , and about 250 ,000,000 acres of this land is under 

culti.vation . About, three- quarters of the population is engaged in 

ar~iculture and India is one of the worl~ ' s leading producers of tea , 

cotton and tobacco; and there is a really massive population of 

dairy cattle though no beef cattle are raised. Th$re is also a vast 
) 

industrial undertaking,z' , with tLe Tata iron and steel works near 

Calcutta as the largest of its kin 
j_.,; .t' 

in all Asia . There· more than 
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35 , 000 miles of railways; there are a 250 ,000 miles of roads wi t hou t 

counting the roads of the great cities; there are about 400 , 000 

registered mo t or vehicles; about 50 , 000 post offices ; between 8 , 000 

and 10 , 000 tele9gR!:)h offices; t ere are 330 daily newspapers and about 

4,300 monthly , weekly and other publications; there are 250 , 000 

telephones and between 700,000 and 800 , 000 radio sets; t here are about 

3 , 500 cinemas which at one time can seat an audience of 24 million 

people; and India produces 300 full - length features films each year . 

I hope this gives you some idea of the overall bigness of India . 

In this election the main parties are : the ruling Congress Part y 

led by I'r . Nehru (which is expected to win again) , the Communist ?art y 

which held 30 seats in the outgoing parliament; the Praja So c ialist 

Party , which is a non- Communist leftwing group with 18 seats in the 

last parliament ; the Jana Sangh Party held only four seats in the 

last varliament and it is preaching a form of Hindu chauvism and Hindu 

race hatred against minorities , especially against the 1~sierns i I ndi · 

Fina,lly there is the Freedom arty which ms founded three years ago 

and which i8 contesting its first election . This party is led by Den 

who were formerly top leaders inside Nehru Congress Party but left 

Congress because they felt it v1as too socialistic . The leader of t:1.is 
Indian 

party was the only/Governor- General before India became a epublic . 

This is the background to the masmive voting that has just ended 
.,,--· -

in India . An / the results of this because of the size of - -----­India and because of tre position 

of the quality of its leadership, 

the world, and b,ecaus 

influence wrat happens in the 

world far more significantly than ~any of us realise . Goodnifht . 
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No 360 Algeria and the Rho"esias 

NEWS COI.t · 'J T"' Y 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Peb 27 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams· speaking 

Good evening: If the India general elections, about which I spoke 

last nigr·t , can by used to symbolise democracy in mas·si ve and peaceful 

and creative action , t hen what is happening in lgeria and in the 

Rhodesias can be used to symbolise democracy in an agonisinr and 

destructive crisis . And t he , heart of this crisis is t hat in both l geri~ 

and the two Rhodesias minority fl' roups are prepared to destroy thimxxio~Je. 

fxER±~xNf democracy itself rather than give up the un~tue priveleges 

they enjoyed and still enjoy under t he protection of the colonial set - u 

Let us look at the Algerian situation firs t . fter months of 

painstaking negotiations between the French Government and the lgerian 

1:ationalis t movemer:it , agr-eement · seemed in sight. This agreement uould 

lead to the end of the more - than seven-year - old war betw.s2n the French 

and the Al:3erians . So,ne of the _point s egreed on ' v1ere that th2re would 

be a cease- fire follovred by a referendum in which tho peop l e would d c i 

whet:;er they :Tq.nted independence : France would ti ve up all claims to 

thE Sahara i)rovided her oil interests are respected; she woul d also 

give up her naval casE: and enter into a new lease agreement on it with , 
the lgerian goverr..1 ent; the. lgeriar..s for their part aGreed that all 

the ZU.ropeans in the country \•rou l d automaticr lly become ci tiz2ns for 

the first f ve years of iridepende_ce, with all the rights of citizenshi 

But of COJ.rPe they were free to opt out . Those .other furopeans who rant 
' bo retain ~rench citizensl ip from the outset would be treated as 

pr i vilsged ' foreigners ' v-'i th certain guarantFoes . The ,.. lgerians also 

agreed not to stage war trials against whites ·who had cor.1.ni tted 

atrocities . 

11 t11is lookea like a reasonablE sGttlement to painful problem . 
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But as soon as this was known the terrorist SEcret; Army Organisation 

of lgerian settlers went into action . And in one day a score aDd more 

peoi-,le Here -inurdered i3t llgeria and bombine;s and arson erupted all 

over France . The .iile:erians settlers have a vested interest in slaup-hte 
l 

and destruction and war . For tbem, the most dreadful thing that could 

happen is the· co~ing of peace . _md so the, are doing everything possibl 

to keep this bitter war goin[ . 

Further down the lifrican continent, in the .3ri tish'. Central African 

Federation wr.ich is made up of the two Rhodesias and :IJyaealand, Sir 

qoy fe lensky, t~e Federal rrime r~nister, has given a broad hint t1at 

his whits settler followers might do what the white Algerians have .:ione 
' 

if Britain carries out her new proposals . for the area . These propofals 
I 

include a new constitution for :orthe;:irn .Rhodesia which would make it 

possible for the overwhelming black majority to win 1,oli tical power 

at the pplls, and a British Government declaration that any un t :k~E±.t· 

territory of the federation can secede after about five years if it 

wishes . Bir Roy is bitterly opposed to these proposals because, like 
I 

the South .t1.fricans and the white Algerians , he sees any extension of 

deoocratic rights to the blbck majority as the death- blow to the 

privileged position of the white ninori ty . ~fe lensky is due in London 

sometime tnis week to figlit out the matter with :;,-1r . 1:acnillan . If both 

le lenshy and the British Government stick to their guns , then it is 

no.t irapossible for us to see the erruption of an lgerian style vrhi te 

terrorist movement in the Rtodesias. If this does happen then the alrea 

weakened influence of t he ,TJest in rica is likely to collause. The 

colour bar may yet be the £rave-digger of democracy in Africa . 

Goodnight . 
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1) The ::ational Sladium 
2 ) Res ponsible Caiwalgning & 8riticism 

N.c.NS COllJ.,wi;NT.A Y 
For transmission on 
lednesday Feb 28 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter brahams speaking 

Good evening : The news ttat work on the National Stadium has com 

to a stop is dis tr•esing . We have less than six months to go t o our 

independence celebrations and it is touch and go whether the Btad.ium 

can be finished on time . think it is still possible to get the job 

done , but only if it is treated hJ as an urgent national effort by a ll 

concerned . So hope that work will be resumed very quickl and that 

wnen this happens both the contractor or contractors arn-1 t!1e unlons 

will come together and treat this · as an emergency operation of nat iona 
celebrate 1 t els 

interest . 
day of our 

It would be very saddening indeed if we have to/:mK~XNXMNEX 

/ independence in a messy and unfishied or makeshift place • 

.And¢'. now a. word about the spirit in wr.1.ich" we approach independenc 

Both the J·amaica Agricultural Society and Lr . be; Issa, among a number 

of groups ana. individuals, have made calls for a responsible ap-oroach 

to our coming elections . The J .A.S . has called on cannidates to be 

p ee itive, to tell what they can and will do if elected , r2ther tha 

smearing and abusing those who are opposed to them . And Hr . Issa has 

warned very stron~ly against making pie - in- the- sky promises and arousi 

i,rejuclices and. hatreds between one section of the community nad nothe 

I am in complete support of these views . ± think it is very 

important that we conduct this particular election campaign with more 

responsibility and a greater absence of any hint of fraud and violence 

than ever before . I think this ecause for tne best interests of 

Jamaica tiis is a crucial election . l~re of the world ' s attention is 

going to' be focussed on us than has been the case in almost any 

previous election . And the world is going to juage us by the way in 

which we conduct ourselve • And as I have told you before, ·we are 
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too small as a nation and too economically weak to adopt an ' I-don ' t -

care ' attitude • If ue give the world the impression that we are an 

unstable and irresponsible people then neither the international 

agencies nor the private investors are going to fall over themselves 

to help us: ws may have great difficulties getting development loi;l.ns 

or private investment . So this business of conducting ourselves a s 

a responsible people is in our own interest and it should not be 

difficult because tllat x:ar is what we basically are . 1'-:Iy own personal 

feeling , and I have eY.:pressed it often enough, is that Jamaica and 

Jamaicans have a higher degree of social and political maturity and 

stability than almost any society I know in the so - called un er­

developed N~E parts , of th~ world . 

:SUt of course , being responsible does not mean you have to be 
I 

mealy- mouthed about what you consider 'l.vrong . And there is the danger 

that some of the calls for responsibility are really calls for no 

criticism under any circumsta~ces . I think healtby criticism is a 

natural and healthy part of any growing and evolving society, and I , 

for one, do not arree with the idea that we must not criticise certain 

institutions because it might scare business or investors away . I am 

against destructive criticism, but I am all in favour of constructive 

criticism o That is the way we help to correct the faults and flaws in 

our institutions and make them function more effectively for the 

benefit of t he country and all its people . No person and no institution 

ar.e so perfect as to be above cifit icism . Our human fallibility touches 

all we do . So, let their be criticism, but l et it be constructive and 
I 

Goodnight . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 362 George Meany in Jamaica 

NEWS COMMENTARY ~ / 
For transmissioJv<1n_ ~ -

Thursday ••t £9 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: We have ae an honoured visitor among us one of the 

most influential men in the world today. That man is Mr. George Meany, 

the President of the Federation of Labour and the Congress of Industria: 

Organisations of the United States. The source of Mr. Meany's great 

influence and power is the fact that he is the head of the le.rgeet 

and possibly the most united labour movement in the world which is not 

under the control of any state, any ian~ political party or any 

dictator ship. Mr. Meany is here as a guest of our government and of 

necceaity much of his time will be spent in talks with our officials. 

We already have indications that very great benefits to Jamaica might 

come from Mr. Meant'• presence. He has already said that hi■ 

organisation will recommend~ to the United States government that 

Jamaica ahould receive a separate augar quota on the American market. 

And this, as you know, can make a world of difference to the Jamaican 

economy and to our employment situation. Mr. Meany has also said that 

he thought Jamaica should have her own separate quota for farm workers 

to go -t;o the United States when we become independent. As things are 

at present our farm workers go to the United States as part ot the 

West Indies quota. And when Mr. Meany makes these two recommendations 

to his government Mr. Kennedy's administration will treat them very 
' much more seriously than if they had been made by a visiting Congressman 

, or Senator because Mr. Meany talks with the authority of a labour 

movement that can win or loose an election for any party in the United 

States today. The A.F. of L - 011.0. is compesed, according to the last 
f - ~ 

figures I have, of some -¼;8 national and international unions which in 

turn have more than 60,000 local or branch unions. And the membership 
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of these unions 1s somewhere in excess· of 15,000,000 workers. Let me 

hasten to add that these figures are probably very conservative 

because they go back to ,1955 ,when the two big ~ival union bodies, 

the American Federation of Labour and the Congress of Industrial 

Organisations decided to merge into the one powerful body we have 

today. 

And this brings me to my second point. Mr. Meany has hat lose 

personal experience of what happens when you have a divided labour 

movement. He knows the waste of' energies and the negative effects 

on both the workers and the union leaders of a 'labour civil war'. 

And he, as much as any American labour leader, has worked very hard 

to create the unity that exists o~ the u.s. labour front today. 

It is for this reason that . I hope very much that Mr. Meany will 

have a chance to have really serious talks with our union leaders. I 

am sure our union leaders would, gain a great deal from such talks. 

Of course, our union leaders, as well as some of our political 

leaders might retort that the Jamaican si:buation is very different 

from that of the United States, that political im,1onism 1e a reality 

' here and to upset it wr,,rtCY■e might lead to upsetting the whole power 

balance in the country. And let us admit it, in present circumstances 

there would be a great deal of force behind such a retort. But present 

circumstances are always likely to change and if the change is for the 

better then an enlightened leadership should help it along. And certaul 

a united labour movement can only benefit the working people of Jamaic! 

in the' long run. Goodnight. 
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No 363 1 Nehru's Party Wins 
2 Migration Bill Passed 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday b» Marcg 2 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: As was expected, Mr. Nehlm'& Congress Party 

Government has been returned comfortably in India's massive third 

General Elections. Those people who depend on Time Magazine for .tteir 

information on world events and world trends may be shocked that tr. 

Krishna Xenon won his own Bombay seat with an increased majority. 

Time does not like Mr. Menon and so the way lime told the stopy, M-
- was the most unpopular -
Menon ~DmxirlB■:rlrtJcc11au Minister in Mr. Nebim's governmst 

and there was a real possibility of his losing his seat. I menticn 

this because with our own general . election coming up we too may r ·ihd 

ourselves in for a high degree of slanted and mischief-making 

journalism from certain sections of the foreign press. Some of you 

may remember how this kind of reporting whipped fears about violenme 

in last yea~•s B.G. General Elections. So it would suit us to take 

sensational stories as well as clever forecasts by unnamed little 
I 

ladies with a large pi~ch of salt. Rumour-mongering is one of the 

ways in which intereste.d parties always try to scare the people 

into voting the way they want. So, with voting just over a month aay 

we need to keep our heads. 

·Now let me say my last word on a very sorry and thoroughly 

disreputable piece of work. On tia. Wednesday night the British HouEB 

of Commons finally passed the Commonwealth Migration Bill by 277 

votes to 107; and a so, thanks to our friends of_. both parties in the 

British parliament, a very much watered-down 1'4t still a very rac:ml.ly 

slanted Bill will soon become part of the laws of Great Britain. 

Now the law itself will not make . any reference to the ·colour of a 

person's skin but, as both Conservative and Labour P.M.s said, the 
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idea behind it is racialistic and discriminatory. I think Britain 

has every right to decided whebher she should or should not admit 

people. That is t he right of every so'Vl!teign state. What is so tra~c 

about this is that the founding and senior member of a multi-racial 

Commonwealth should, at this moment in time, pass a law which is 

clearly and obviously aimed at people whose skins happen to be dark. 

But having told you of my own bitter disappointment at this 

action by the mother of parliaments, I should like us to balance tte 

picture a little. I think it is important tor us to remember that a 

very sizeable minority of British people are very ashamed of this 

action of their government. In taot the strongest opposition to 

this ~111 has come from sections of the British people: from trade 

unionists, from professional people, from leaders of thought and 

from a majority of the British press. So I think it would be a 

mistake to condemn all Britons for the action of their government. 

OU.r condemnation must be aga:t:Jms a condemnation of prejudice 
' . 

and ignorance and stupidity. Indeed, ignorance and fear are the 

parents of prejudice. And these twin enemies of human progress and 

human understanding are not found only among the people of Britain, 

or even only among white people. So it is important that we should 

not allow our anger and our dis-appointment to lead us into beings 

prejudiced as those whom we condemn for their prejudice. But when 

all that is said and done, I st~ll think this piece of legislation 

is the ugliest ever passed by a British parliament and I hope that 

when it comes up for review next year the people of Britain will 

throw it out and so show that they have overcome their particular 

fear and ignorance. Goodnight. 
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No 364 Manners & Morals 

NEWS COMM!liTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday March 3 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I think it would be a pleasant change to get• 

away from politics and talk about manners and morals for a change. 

And the moment you start thinking about manners and morals you 

immediateiy run up against this business that only bad news 1s 
/ 

good news. Man being kind and helpf'ul to man, man being thoughtful 

and considerate to his fellow men, rarely makes the headlines. 

So let· me break this pattern once more. There are more husbands 

and wives in Jamaica who are faithful to eaoh other and who live 

up to their marriage vows than there are couples who are untaithftil. 

and wreck their marriages. I know of more homes in which~ 

family life is stable and orderly and happy than I know of broken 

homes and neglected and _brutalised children. There ·are mo~e good 

teachers in our schools than there are bad ones. The vast majority 

of our workers are decent, self-respecting people who try to give 

of their best. Our politicians of all parties do in the main have 

the best interests of the country at heart. And the· pol_itical life 

of this country is as moral ly clean and healthy as that of any 

country you could care to name. The majority of our civil servants 

are decent people and the~e is no hint of bribery and corruption h 

our public affairs. ,Our business community is as civic minded as 

you would find business people anywhere. We are a law-abiding people 

i n t he main, respecting the r ul e of law and on t."1.e whole respectirg 

each others' frights to live our lives as we choose. · 

I think we somet i mes forget that violence is the exception 

rather than the rul e, that for ever y bad and bossy policeman there 
\t' 

are a score of decent and helpful ones. And seems t o me important 
A 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

that we should remind ourselves of these things from time to time 

other wise we may slip into the habit of seeing only the ugly and 

the nasty and missing all that is fine and beautiful. And the 

trouble about slipping into this habit is that 1t leads to a kind 

of self-hatred and a kind of discontentment and contempt for others; 

and this, in turn, can turn us into nasty and destructive people. 

So let us get out of this negative habit and see the good and 

the beautiful as well as the ugliness around us. For instance, 

I have noticed a very marked improvement in the road manners of 

motorists. Not all motorists try to run pedestrians down and I have 

seen a line of cars stopping to let ,school children cross a road. 

I have seen motorists stop to help other motorists 1n trouble. I 

have seen people on the streets being helpful to strangers who do 

not lmow their way. I have seen neighbours rally around a family 

in trouble. I have seen a world of kindness and gentleness and 

helpfulness in the ordinary daj-to•day living of the vast majority 

of Jamaicans. 

So let us stop making Jamaica out as a place of lawlessness, 

bJ d manners and no ■orals. It 1s just not true, nq matter how 
-r~.-..u-

fashionable 1t might be to sneer at everything. There is a very rEi. 
It 

danger that unless we appreciate and enjoy and hold on to the 

things that are good and beautiful in this society, we might lose 

them and then Jamaica might become the bleak, miserable, mannerless 

and immoral society people talk about. It c~rtainly is not that 1 

now. And I certainly am proud of the manners and morals of the vast. 

majority of Jamaicans. Goodnight. 
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No 365 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Mar 5 at 6.l5p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

So far 
Good evening: /'mle lines in the election campaigns ot the vanl>us 

parties are still too blurred tor us to see any clear and basic 
,as an advtrtisemst, 

differences. Last Saturday the People's National Party/published 

a very broad and general statement ot its plan for Jamaica. But 

this was in such general terms that it must be regarded more as 

a manifesto rather than as a detailed programme on which an election 

will be fought. And this morning the Jamaica Labour Party published 

the first p~t of its declaration ot policy. This dealt mainly 

with agriculture ,and it proposed, among other things, the cutting 

down or imports of agricultural produce by increasing our local 

production. It lists a series of imported agricultural food stuffs 

which run into nearly £4 million and which its says we must try to 

produce locally. The J.L.P. declaration also proposes the 

encouragement of the§mall farmer, the setting up or· a marketing 

oragnisation, subsidies and guaranteed prices, the expansion of 

credit ficilities to farmers and the encouragement of meat processing 

and animal feed plants. It proposes the reduction of licence fees 

for P.P.V. truck4 and reduced market fees throughout the country; 

and it promises to develop the fishing industry on a larger scale 

by aid to fishermen and fishermen's co-operatives. It also proposES 

the establishment of more Land Authorities on lines similar to 

the Christiana and Yallahs Valley Land Authorities. This is the first 

of a promised series of advertisements outlining the Jamaica Labotr 
' Party's de!laration of policy. I think it would be a very good 

idea for everybody to get copies of these declarations as they 

appear in print. I thiI;lk it would be good to study them carefully 
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and, when the other parties issue their policy declarations, to 

study and compare these. In this way we will find out what dif~eraces 

in ideas and policies there are between the parties, and how 

important these differences are, and what each of the parties 

proposes to do, practically. for the development of Jamaica and 

her people in the years that lie ahead. 

I also think it would be an excellent idea for all of us to 

put these declarations of policy away safely so that we can refer . 
to 'them after the election and see what the .elected government has 

promised and judge their performance by their promises. 

I think 1f our politicians knew that we planned to judge them . 
I 

by the concrete and specif!~ promises they have made, they will 

be a little more t han scared of making rash and foolish promises. 

So let us keep these declarations and manifestos for f"uture 

reference and let us warn the politicians tpat we shall judge their 

deeds by their promises. 
we are still not yet :blxaable 

In the main, however, I should say i~xti:ww•xunn:tit 
to choose between the parties on the basis of their programmes. 
~~1■x.ai. To be sure there is a great deal of heat and a lot 

of words have been spoken. The skirmishes about election symbols 
the 

and the like are no more . than/clever maneuovres :.to~ for ,some po1.lii 

of tactical advantage which happen in all elections. It is part of 

the shadow boxing and the by•play of the business. The real issum, 

the important issues that we want to concern ourselves with, are 

the solid and concrete and practtialt programmes which the parties 

must offer us when they ask for our votes. And we do not yet have 

aaaa all of these from any of the parties. Goodnight. 
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No 366 Apprenticeship & Industry 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For tramsmission on 
Tuesday' Mar 6 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I am not sure that I agree with Mr. Wills Isaa:s 

in his use of the word 'pathetic' when he described t he flight of 
business and 

civil servants to/industry. When he spoke at the l!amaica Manufae"tlrers 

Association Luncheon on Saturday Mr. Isaacs complained that after 
public 

the government had spent/money to , send people abroad for training 

for the Civil Service private enterprise took them away _from 

government service by offering them double the money they earned 

as civil servants. It seems to me that there is nothing pathetic­

about this. Indeed it seems to me that this is part of the natural 

process of things, especially in societies such a s. ours. 
t o lo se its 

I can see t hat the government does not like :tbl:ex~xmz:RSB 
-t rained and best people to private enterprise, especially i n cas es 

where 1~ has pa id f or their t r aining . On t he other hand it would 

be foo l ish for the government to expect people not to leave the 

service for better paid jobs, if these are available and once they 

have discharged their obligations to the government. And I think le 

must guard against over-stating the case. The incidence of civil 

servants leaving to go into private enterprise has not yet reached 

alarming proportions. 

But in any case it seems to me that this process indicates a 

very definite development in the society. There was a time, and r-. 
so long ago, .when the only opening~ for educated Jamaicans were tJ::e 

Church, the professions l ike law and med1cine,and teaching - and c€ 
for 

course the civil service. There was hardly and scope/mt the:lh in 

business and industry above certain cleri cal pos i tions: and l et ur:f 
face it, industry itself was very small beer in Jamaica unt i l quite 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

recently. And so the fact that Jamaicans who once had no other 

employment openings except the civil service can now double their 

incomees~ma by going into private enterprise strikes me as a 
reaa. 

sign of/progress both in terms of job opportunities and of the grot.h 

commercial and :tiul industrial activities of the island. So I would 

not describe t h is process as pathetic at,all. 

Where I do agree w1 th Mr. Issacs - and I think Mr. Hugh Falkm r, 

the head or the College of Arts, Science and Technology, made the 

point brilliantly at the same luncheon - where I do agree with Mr. 

Iassacs all the way, is in his appeal to businessmen to sponsor 

apprenticeship training. Mr. Falkner mentioned a number of 1ndus1xies, 

I think his figure was seventeen, each or which could only boast 

one single apprentice. Now that 1s really pathetic. It means we 
to do jobs 

have to import skilled people from abroad/which could be done by 

Jamaicans if they had been ~iven the tra1n1n~. And with our 

unemployment problem we can 111 afford this sort of luxury. But 

again we must not overstate the negative aspect. Both the governmat. 

and private enterprise have or late shown very /great interest 1n 

this question ·or training Jamaicane. And Mr. Kalkner's college is 

joing a first class job. What is needed is to speed up and an.large 

this training job. I hope that by this time next year we will hav~ 

instead or just under a thousand registered apprentices, something 

like five thousand apprentices. The figure is high but not impossti.e. 

The challenge is to both the government, private enterprise and the 

people of Jamaica. It is one of the major challenges of 1ndependerm. 

Goodnight. 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Mar 7 at 6.lSp.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The news of the goings-on of Sir Grantley Adam 

in London tends to obscure some very positive JIXJIJI%& attempts by 

the leaders of the small islands of ·the Eastern Caribbean to get 

out of the mess 1n which the break up of the federation left them. 
I 

But before I go on to discuss these moves let us get one or two 

points about the now des.a federation quite clear. The West Indies 

Federation is stone cold dead in spite of everything Sir Grantley 

Adams is doing and saying. He can no more 'save the federation' than 

he, or any one of us, can put life back into a dead duck. But it 

seems to ·me rather savage that some people in Jamaica should feel 

it necessary to go on lashing out at Sir Grantley in what must be 

the moat bitter moment of hie life. The man has lived to see his 

personal and public dreams crash about hie · ears and all he is doi:rg 

now is going through the motions of a shocked and grief-stricken 

mother who cannot and will not believe that her only child 1s really 

dead. When people see a mother in this state they are generally 

silent and understanding. They do not mock or Jeer at the mother 

for her grief. I think we ought pay Grantley Adams at least that 

consideration. Of all the West In~ian leaders he suffered most by 

the death of the Federation because he risked more for it while the 

others played it safe. 

And what seems to me particularly sad is that there are critics 

who now use Sir Grantley's present deeds and words as added 

justification for our getting out of the federation. Thie is like 

first putting out a man's eyes and then condemning him for stumbling 

blindly all over the place. It is very clever but very cruel. 
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And it is these same clever-cruel people who were the ones who asanred 

us that our 'l{tlitting would not destroy the federation ••••• ! am so13t7 

to rake up the dead past but I have been very disappointed at this 

kicking of a man when he is down and I wanted to get it off my chest. 

Now for the positive efforts of the Windward and Leeward Islands 

and Barbados to get out of the mess in which they are. A conference 

of the leaders of these islands ended in Barbados on Saturday. 

At this conference they agreed that the West Indies federation is 

dead and that they proposed to start a new federation of their 

eight islands on a completely new basis and with a completely 

new constitution which would contain the best features of the old 

federation but none of its weaknesses. They have cabled the British 

government asking that their federation should come into being 

,the moment t he British government passes the bill dissolving the 

old federation. They have also agreed that no -unit would have the 

right to secede and that there should be freedom of movement 

between all members. These two points will be entrenched in the 

constitution. They have also agreed on setting up a customs union 

as soon as possible. So the three issues which had wrecked the old 

federation were settled without fyss and bother by the l eaders of 

the Windwards and Leewards and Barbados. It is now up to them to 

make the new beginning. And if they show more wisdom and more 

courage than the leaders of the old federation showed they may yet, 
respected 

in time, evolve a small but ~i unitary state, based on the 

ideals that we and Trinidad rejected. I sincerely hope they succeed. 

Goodni ght. 
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-·-- - -. -- -----·--- ---r-v--- ------
on increased electricity charges 

NE.WS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Mar 8 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The disagreement between Mr. Wills Isaacs, the 

Minister of Trade and Industry, and the Jamaica Public Service 

Company looks like turning into a full-scale and bitter . little 

war. The managing director of the Company, Mr. J. Marshal Hamill, 

has said that we, the consumers, will have to pay more for our 
finance 

electricity in order to help/the company's five•year development 

plan. Mr. Hamill made this statement on February 25th. !he next 

day Mr. Wills Isaacs issued a statement expressing the gover~ment~ 

view that it did not consider any increase in the cost ot electric,lty 

to the consumer necessary. Mr. Isaacs al.so said that so far the 

Company had not carried out the programme the government expected 

of 1 t at this time. The· company, he said, had told him they may 

not be able to rais.e the money to do so unless the government was 

willing to make a number of financial concessions to it. Mr. 

Isaacs said he told the company that the nature of their demands 

were such that it would not be possible to consider them until 

after the election. He said that it now appeared that the company 

was m trying to force the issue by threatening to raise its eates 

before these discussions had been finalised. He then went on to 

say that he hoped that the company would not embarrass the government 

with further publicity, and assured the consumers that the government 

would not allow any unfair burdens to be put on them. 

Then, on March the 4th, Mr. Hamill issued another statement m 

behalf of the company. But before that one significant thing had 
tt.,., ~ \ 

happened. On February 26th1ft'Wfte!l Mr. Isaacs made his statement 

saying the government saw no need for a rise in electr ic~ty rates ) 
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we also had the announcement that the Permanent Secretary in Mr. 

Isaacs' Ministry as well as the General Manager of the Jamaica 

Industrial Development Corporation, had resigned as directors of 

the Board of the Jamaica Public Service Company. These two men ,had 

been appointed to the Board as government nominees and their~••~­

resignations underlined the rift between the company and the government 

In its March 4th statement the company sa-1d that it had revalsd 

its asset%s and this meant that the increase to the consumers 

would be as small as possible. It was after t his that Mr. Isaacs 

exploded with the angry declaration that the government would not 

allow the company to impose its will upon the country. And this 
news of another statement 

morning ··fe had -•~•uuunmi:i over the radio,ffrom the Managing 

Director of the Company. This suggests that the company is determined 

to pres s f or increased charges 1n spite of Mr. Wills Isaacs' 

declarations on behalf of the government. 

I have sketched the background t o this whole affair because I 

think two very1mportant points arise from i t: one is a point of 

principle and the other a point of tactics. On the point of tactics 

it seems to me that this is just about the most unfortunate time 

for an organisation like t he Public Ser vice Company to engage in 

a public quarrel with the government over put ting up prices. No 

government• whether it be J.L.P. or P.N.P. - is going to agree to 

putting up prices so near an election, even if t here is a good case 

for 1t. But is t here a good case for putting up the cost of elect*ity1 

It is here that the point of principle comes in and I will discuss_ 

this tomorrow:· so till then, goodni ght. 
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No 369 

NEWS COMMENTARY 

Should the Public Capitalise 
Private .Enterprise 

For transmiss,ion on 
Friday Mar 9 at 6.15p .. m 
P~ter Abrahams speaking 

I 

Good evening: As I told you last night, I think this is a bm. 

time for the Jamaica Public Service Company to have a public , 

quarrelt with a government which is about to face an election, 

because, whether intended on not, it suggeste an attempt to exploit 

a sensitive political situation. This seems to me most unusual for 

the Public Service Company whose public relations and sense of 

public relations have been exceptionally good in the past. It seems 

to me that whichever party wins power next month, this public 
\ 

quarrel at tQis time, is going to make dealing with the new goverment 

very much more difficult for the company. I think private enterprise 

should always remember that there are things in Jamaica about whic:h 

opposing parties and opposing politicians are agreed. 

But much more important than this tactical aspect, is the 

question of principle raised. Let us look at this in the form or a 

question. Is it right for any private company to expect the general 

public' to finance its expansion programme? Or to help finance its ' 

expansion programme? 

Now, in spite of its name, the Public .Service Company is a 

private company wor~ing mu~•~ primarily in the interest of its 

shareholders and paying dividends to those shareholders on their 

investment. The people who have put their money into the c9mpany 

may be and probably are genuinely interested in the development 

of Jamaica. The point is that these people are interested in mak11'E 

money from their investment. And they do make money from their 

investment. The property of the company is held in the name of 

its shareholder. Any time the company puts up a new plant it 
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becomes the property of its shareholders and the value of their 

investment goes up, which mean they can e~pect better dividends in 

the future • .llulx}atgxlpl■•st■JVCbxxbx~:tn This is the way it le in 

private n enterprise and there 1s nothing wrong in it. People 

expect and are entitled to fair returns for their investment. 

But the relations ot the customer to the company are different. 

The consumer buys a commdity and pays_ for it and that is the end 

of it. He does not get any dividends from the company for being 

a consumer; he, as a consumer is given nothing when the assets of 

the company becomes bigger and richer. So why should he help to 

pay for the enlarge~ent of the company's assets? It seems to me 

a thoroughly bad principle to expect the consumer to help finance 

the capital projects of private enterprise. The consumer, as consU1Br, 

does not share in the gains and profits of private enterprise, eo, 

along with the gains and profits, private enterprise should carry 

its own risks, and not try to transfer these to the consumer. 
I 

One final word about costs. I have been trying to ckeek what 

we pay for electricity against ·what people in other countries pay. 

At present we pay roughly 3.41d per Kilowatt Hour. The people in 

Britain pay roughly 3.66d tor the same Kilowatt Hour. So we pay a 
less But 

very slight fraction lBIDI than the British oonsumer.;where they hae 

a great advantage on us is that their prices drop more sharply than 

ours over a certain amount of units of current used. So . I think it 

is fair to say that we pay no less for our electricity than do• 

the British consumers, and I frankly do not see why we should pay 

more to finance the development plans of a private company. 

Goodnight. 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 370 1
2

) Barter Sugar Deal 
) Road to Harbour View 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Mar 10 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I sincerely hope that Sir Robert Kirkwood's 
· get 

present effo~ts in Washington to7a sugar allocation for the West 

Indies on a barter basis in the United States market will suc,ceed. 
Sir Robert 

If/~s does not succeed then we· in Jamaica, and the West Indies in 

general, are likely to face serious difficulties in our sugar 

industry. And sugar is still so very important in the life of Jama2ca 

that trouble of any kind in the industry is likely to have far­

reaching . effects. Sugar is still our largest single employers of 

labour and any severe set-back to the industry might result in 

large-scale unemployment which could lead to a tricky situation 

of labour unrest. And any labour unrest which starts in the sugar 

industry may not for long be confined only to the sugar areas. So 

much depends on Sir Robert's mission. 

I must confess to a sense of great disappointment that the 

United States government has not seen fit to give us a sugar allodation 

outright. I would have thought that purely political cons1deratiom 

would have influenced them to give a reasonable allocation to the 
I 

West Indies. With the Cuban example only ninety miles away from 

them - and us they have a vested interest in contributing whatever 

they can to the stability of the region. And large-scale unemployment 

in our sugar industry would certainly not IIIDl%dma■ help stability 

either in Jamaica or elsewhere in the region. 

It has been suggested. that one of the reasons why the West 

Indies not no sugar quota this year was because of United States 

disappointment at the collapse of the Federation. I should hate 

to believe that there is any truth in this suggestion of a punitive 
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approach. 

I hope the presence among us recently of Mr. George Meany as 

well as the arrival of :tk■ Mr. Ivan B. White, the new United States 

Consul-General 1n Jamaica, will lead to a better understanding in 

Washington of some of Jamaica's problems and what the United States 

can do to ~elp us overcome them. Meanwhile, the success of Bir 

Robert Kinrkwood's Mission is important to all of us. 

Now for a word in support of the protests of the Harbour View 

Citizens' Association about the state of that stretch~ of road 

between Rockfort and Harbour View. It is and it has for weeks now 

been 1n just about the most dreadful mess, with dust choking people 

and ruts shaking and messing up people's cars. Harbour view has 

become a very heavily populated area and it seems that the K.S,A.C 

has not yet fully realised this fact otherwise it would not have 

left the road ·in this state for so long. Either this, or else the 

K.S.A.C. just does not care abodt the inconvenience suffered by 

the citiz~ns on whose behalf it administers the Corporate Area. 

I am sure the K.S.A.C Roads and Works Department could have 

that stretch of road in a decent useable state within a week, if 
part or 

they set their minds to 'it. So, as/their contribution to bettering 

the roads of Jamaica for independence. let them show us that they am 

do it. 

Finally, I hope electioneering ' will be strong and iay, but wlb.out 

violence over this weekend. Goodnight. 
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No 371 18-Nation DIAarmament Talks 

N»IS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Mar 12 at 6.l5p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Two very important international conferences 

are taking place in Geneva this week. The Foreign Ministers or • 
Britain, the United States and the Soviet Union started thetr talks 

over the weekend. The subjects they are talking about are: 

disarmament, nuclear tests, the 1Berl1n situation and what is 

happening in South-Fast Asia at the moment. On Wednesday the 

second or the two conferences will open and t his one will be an 

18-nation conference on world disarmament. 

Really, of course, t hese two conferences can be regarded as 

one or, more accurately, the 18-nation conference will be little 

more than a sort or reflection of the positions and attitudes of 

the Foreign Ministers of the 'Big Three'. 

Now these conferences between Ea.et and West: these Big Three 

meeting and these disarmament talks have been going on for the best 

part of 17 years and many people all over the world are understandably 

bored and skeptical about them. Nothing ever seems to come out of 

these conferences: no· agreement seems ever to be reached. So why 

go on with them~ There is one very simple and .one very important 

answer: as long as the big powers are prepared to go on having 

their talking wars t he world might be spared the horrors of a 

shooting war ~f atom bombs. So on that soore alone these conferences 

are important to all of us. As long as they drag on the world has 

a chance of avo iding war. And I, for one, would welcome another 

fifty or a hundred years of disarmament conferences if it would 

mean another fifty or a hundred years of peace. 

The second i mportant point ~bout these conferences is that 
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they are generally reasonably accurate guides to the temperature 

of the cold war, to the shifting positions in the world powe~ 

set•up, and .to the personal positions of prestige or power of the 

leaders within their own countries. This last point is particularly 

true of the leaders of the Soviet Union. Once we see these conferences 

in this light, a number of things fall into place. Mr. Khrueehev, 

for instance, was very anxious to have this as a Summit meeting 

with himself, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Macmillan attending in person. 
, 

Behind this fact are weeks of rumours that Mr. Khrushchev has been 

having a tough time with critics inside his own country as well as 

inside the communist power group. I am sure you know that for monts 

now there has been a kind of cold war between the Chinese 

communist leaders and Mr. Khrushchev and his followers over the 

Khrushchev policy of co•exietence. The Chinese feel that the two 

political systems of Fast and West cannot live side by side and in 

peace for ever, and they are ready to force a show•down. Mr. 

Khrushchev and his supporter~ on the other hand feel that in the 

long run communism can win without a violent show•down. But there 

are people inside Russia who support the Chinese view and some of 

them are pretty power:f"ul. In order to maintain his position as the 

head of the communist world and to prove that his policies are rigt, 

Mr. Khrushchev must show that his policy can bring home the bacon: 

he must score a series of major victories against the West without 

actually resorting to violence. He hoped to achieve these at the 

Summit. Tomorrow I'll tell you how this is likely to work out, so 

till then, goodnight. 
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No 372 Disarmament & Berlin 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Mar 13 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking. 

Good evening: As I told you last night, Mr. Khrushchev was 

very ,anxious that instead of the Foreing Ministers who are now 

meeting in Geneva, it would have been himself, Kennedy and Macmillan. 

He needed to show the world, and the communist world in particular, 

a spectacular victory for his policies and he thought he could pun 

off at least one, or more such victories at the Summit. And so 

the British and American reje~tion of a Summit meeting was quite 

blow to his plans. He then proposed that the 18-nation conference 

which opens tomorrow should be one of Beads-of•ltate. But the 

Americans again rejected this and proposed instead that if these 

two conferences weat well then they might agree to a Summit meetizg, 

perhaps in June of this year. The violence and anger of Mr. 

Khrushchev's reaction to this was a pretty fair measure of his 

disappointment. And when Mr. Kennedy announced that the United 

States had decided to resume nuiclear testing in the atmosphere, 

the man who 1dlll had broken the agreement to suspend testing by letting 

off really high-powered ,bombs was the one who cried 'atomic blackmail! 

So for once it would seem that Mr. Khrushchev is not having things 

all his own way. The snub he administered to the United Stat es after 

the Francis Gary Powers U-2 incident has been repai d. And it is t:te 

Americans, for a change, who are dictating t h e terms on which there 

should be a Summit peetlng. All these are setbacks which Khrushchar 

cannot afford at t he present time. _So, what ls likely to come out 

of t hese confer ences? 

I think that if Khrushchev feels he can gain enough to confo\lll 

hi s crtttes and i mpress t he world he may make a s eries of import ant 
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oonoess1ons to the West. He seems to be fed-up with the failures, 

both economic and political, of his puppet East German government. 

As the sort of show-window display of communism nearest to the West 

East Germany has been a dismal failure. And economic misery of the 

East Germans is in striking contrast to the economic prosperity of 

West Germany. And so Khrushchev has indicated a willingness to come 
We 

to some sort of settlement over the Berlin question.• do not 

know what terms would be acceptable to him but there has been some . 
talk of Berlin becoming some sort of international city with some 

sort of representation in the United Nations. Obviously this is 
I 

going to be a tricky one: but at least for the first time it looks 

as though some sort of settlement is possible if Khrushchev can 

win some worthwhile concessions to strengthen his position at 

home. 

Next there is the big question od disarmame~t. The basic 

disargreement between East and West has always been over inspection. 

The Americans say no disarmament agreement will be worth the paper 

it is written on unless there is also and effective inspection 

system to make sure that the agreemen~ is kept. The Russians are 

against inspection and I frankly do not see any hopes for a settle-
say that in this round of the Coli 

ment here. So, to sum up, I would lan:~~•aEatx~~x)ag 
War there is a slight advantage with the West. 
za:1mx1111:tx11fxsiulxmazanxam~xmD11•zma• But Khrushchev is 

tough, and if he 1s as desperate as reports suggest, he could be 

very dangerous. The West cannot af f ord t o overplay its s l ight 

advantage. Goodnight . 
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No 373 Yout h & the Future 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Mar 14 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

. Good evening : On Ash Wednesday a group of young people who Ee1 

members of a Christian Youth organisation invited me to speak to ttem. 

The subject on which they asked me to speak was: 'The Responsibility 

of Christian Youth in an Independent Jamaica' . I had been a guest 
I 

of these young people at a previous meeting in the past and I 

liked them very much. They were lively, intelligent and interested 

in doing whatever they could for the good of the country . They 

attended or had attended some of the very best schools 1n the 

Copporate Area, and they were representative of the very best of 

the young people of this country. In the main they came from 

ordinary Jamaican homes where mother and father had to make very 

great efforts to give them a decent education, and I should 

imagine the majority of them who were still at school had won 

scholarships. So I should say they reflected fairly and accurately 
best of the 

·a cross:-section of the/young people of this country; and they wanted 

to know what their responsibilities as young Christians should be 

in an indepem!Elnt Jamaica . 

Out of our dicuesion it emerged that not a single one of them 

had read the Draft Constitution under which Jamaica would become 

indepdB!lent; it emerged that they had no clearly planned and 

organised pattern of discussions on current affairs, either in thelr 

young people's Christian organisation, or at school. They had the 

hazi est of notions about the facts of most public topics. They did 

not know why the United States had decided to resume nuclear 

testing or why Britain had decided to join the Turopean Common 

Market. In short, when it came to a handful -of solid facts about 
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the world in which we live, and about the important issues in that 

world, even about issues which might affect our own lives intimately, 
, 

these youngsters were completely at sea. They just did not have 

the foundation of fact on which to base any opinions: though of 

course they had opinions in plenty. 
I 

Now I am not telling you all this in order to show up the , 

ignorance of our youngsters. The fault is not really theirs: the 

fault is ours• as parents and as teachers and the fa~lt is that 

of our educational system. At the moment our educational system seems 

to be geared only to the cramming of as much undigeste4 examination 

•facts into the heads of our youngsters. The only important thing 

seems to be to pass that exam which will get the youngster that 

piece of . paper. I am not saying this is not important. It is. Buttt 

is not the only aspect of education. By far the most important 

aspect of education, in my view, is the preparing of our young 

people ·ror good citizenship: and this means the creating of certain 

basic attitudes and values 1n our youngsters. I think all parents 

owe it to their youngsters to encourage a love of reading for its 

own sake. I know of no greater pleasure in the world than the joy 

that comes from the habit of good reading: and it is a habit that 
all man' ~ finest thoughts as well as 

puts/all the information in the world at our fingertips. And. let l.B, 

both at home and in the schoolroom, he~p our youngsters to become 

really well-informed by having intelligent and friendly discussions 

with them on current affairs. I think being really well-informed :is 
/ 

one of the greatest responsibilittes for all youth in an independet 

Jamaica. Let us help them fulfil it. Goodnight. 
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[O 374 J.P.S.Co & Govt Dispute (continued) 

NE'WS COMMENTARY 
For transmission .on 
Thursday Mar 15 a\ 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: On Thursday and Friday of last week I gave you 
~ 

a detailed background picture of the current dispute between the 

Jamaica Public Servfce Company on the one hand and the Government 

of Jamaica on the other. The Company had announced that it would 
I 

increase its rates to consumers 1n order to raise money for its 
' development plans. The government, through Mr. Wills Isaacs, the 

Minister of Trade and Industry, had said that it saw no reason for 

any increase to consumers and would not agree to such an• increase. 

But the Managing Director of the Public Service Company insisted 

that there must be an increase, and so xe are now witnessing the 

full-scale Little war I predicted last Thursday. 

Since then a number of additional facts have come to light am 

I think it is fair to say that 1n the light of those facts the 

Public Service Company would be very ~ard put indeed to find any 

responsible person ar per~ons, with no vested interest 1n the company, 

to support its demands for an increase in ratee. 

In Tuesday's issue of the Gleaner there was a letter .from Mr. 

Gordon Austin of the Export Manufacturers Association which showed 

that the members of that organisation are not happy bec~use manufairers 

in Jamaica are charged at the highest rate possible. In nearlj all 

other countries, certainly 1n Great Britain, large users of electrcity 

in factories and the like are charged t he lowest rate in the Tariff: 

And 1n yesterday's Gleaner there was a letter from Mr. F.W. Harvey 

ecloeing a cutting from the Wall Street Journal of last December. 

This showed that the Company's shareholders were getting really 
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royal treatment, with their outstanding common shares being split 

two for one, and with a quarterly dividend rate of the order ot 

37½%. Look at this any way you like and it still works out as a 

pretty exceptional return on investment. To expect the consumer 1D 

help finance the capita.l expansion of an undertaking which treats 

its shareholders so well ls more than a little unreasonable. 

And I, for one, am rather curious about the attitude behind 

this. Sur~ this is a service to the Jamaican community; sure a 

whole heap of money has been invested; sure a large number of worllrs 

have been employed •. But this has no~ been a sort of benevolent 

charity with Jamaica doing all the receiving and the Company doing 

all the giving for the future of Jamaica. Jamaica, in the form of 

its consumers, has paid and paid well for services rendered. The 

company has eaimed what it calls a 'fair' profit over the years, ahd 

none of us begrudge it that. I do not think 1 it is in the company~ 

own long-term interest to give out the impression that it is doing 

Jamaica a big favour by operating here. 

I ,would also like to suggest that it is a mistake for any 

company to behave as though it is going to do something whether tm 
Government of Jamaica approves or not. However imperfectly, the 

Government of Jamaica, any government of Jamaica, represents the 
Will 

soveeignt7 of the people of Jamaica. The government of Jamaica is 

the final executive authority in the land, and Jamaicans of all shades 

of opinion demand r~epect for this fact. Goodnight. 
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No 375 
------~-., 

1) U.K Trade Mission 
2) 

. NEWS .COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Mar 16 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I think that the Trade Mission from the United 

Kingdom which started its tour of the West Indies. in Jamaica 

earlier this week, can do nothing but good, even if that good only 

means helping us to face facts a little more realistically than we 

now do. For instance, I think Mr. Lincoln Steel's address to ~he 

Jamaica Cgamber of Co~eree luncheon on Wednesday brought home 

very forcibly to- our business community some of the problems that 

lie ahead of us. He explained the pattern of Britain's negotiations 

to enter the European Common Market and said that wether these wexe 
; 

successful or not, oo~pett1tion for world markets for our goods 

is certain to get tougher. We are going to have to work very much 

harder to sell .our sugar, our bananas and our citrus, as well as 

ou~ produce. I am sure this will be so .even if Britain gets all 

the concessions she wants from the Common Market Countries and we 

are treated as an 'Associated State'. Our sugar would still have 1D 

compete with beet sugar from Ell.rope as well as with cane sugar from 

some of France's 'Associated States' and the same goes for our 

citrus, bananas and other produce. There is no way of getting away 

from this compett1t1on. And people in the world are not going to 

buy Jamaican goodsbecause they like us and our political system. 

They are going compare what we offer with what our competitors offer. 

And if the other sellers can offer a better grown and better packed 

product at a better price than we do, then, I'm afraid, we are 

going to be in~ rouble, no matter how many friends we have or how 

much they love us. And so I think our manufacturers, our farmers, 
those who do our packaging and all our workers will do well to 
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/ 

take Mr. Steel's advice very seriously. He said: "For both the 

United Kingdom and Jamaica there must be a continuous drive for 

greater efficiency and more effective marketing. We have to do 

substantially better than we have done in the past." In other words, 

in order to survive in this competitive world we have to do much 

better, we have to work much harder than we have done 1n the past. 

The workers will all have to give a full day's work for a full dlf's 

pay; managements will have to run their businesses more tightly 

and economical ly instead of operating sloppily and with excessive 

overheads which they gaily pass on to the consumer; farmers will 

have to set Jamaica's idle land to use and aim for a maximum return 

from the land; and our proposed marketing orgainsatione must be 

efficient and tight units rather than big and clumsy bodies whose 

prime ructions are the providing of jobs for the boys. If Jamaica 

is to achieve the prosperity we all desire then we must all buckle 

to and think and plan and work efficiently for that prosperity. 

There is no other way; there are no fairy godmothers to wave magic 

wands and give us all we want. If we want the rewards then we must 

work for them. 

Another member of the Mission, Mr. Tiarka, warned us against 

ex~ecting large sums of private investment money to come from London. 

Money of this sort is short in London. So once again the message 

was that things would not be easy. I am glad these gentlemen have 

spoken so frankly. Of course there will be some aid but I think •e 

should face the fact that our biggest aid will and must come from 

our own hard work and the sweat of our own brows. Goodnight. 
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No 376 Tragedy at Harbour View 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmi ssion on 
Saturday Mar 17 at 6 . 15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I The sad tragedy at Harbour View has now claimai 

the lives of three young boys and the distress and alarm of all 

the citizens or Harbour are shared by most Jamaicans . But I am 

not sure that any useful purpose would be SJ!l"Ved by holding an 

enquiry to find out who is to blame. It is clear that the shell 

which killed the boys was fired by the military more than ten 

years ago when the area was still in the hands of the military . 

It is customary for the military to clear up areas which 

they have used as shooting r an~es and I am reasonably sure that 

the military did 1n fact try to clean up after them. But we are 

faced with the fact that these shell were left behind ~ the one 

that killed the boys and the one that was found later. Incidental)y, 

on behalf of Home Contractors, the bui lders of Harbour View, Mr. 

Oweb Matalon, has said that the shells were not found on the 

housing estate itself but on an area of land which is fenced off 

from the developed area . But this fact is likely to be very cold 
' comfort to parents who are now understandably alarmed • .And so it 

seems to me that something ought to be done, and I think the ed1ta1al 

suggestion made in Thur sday's Gleaner is an excellent one. The 

Gleaner suggested that our loeal armed forces should be detailed 
of Home Affairs 

to clean up the area. .I hope the Min istry/and our armed forces 

will set about this matter w1thout ·delay. No parent in Harbour 

is likely to feel secure about his or he~ child ·or children until 

they can be assured that a c~retul sweep has been made of the area 

t o ensure no further tragedies. To make as sure as is humanly 
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possible that there are no more shells lying about seems to me 

of much greater urgency than finding out who is to blame. If after 

the place has been swept by the military the citizens of Harbour 

View still feel they want an enquiry then they are entitled to 

press for it but right now I would urge _them to press for a really 

full-scale and effective sweep of the area by the military. Our 

first duty is to try and ensure that this tragedy does not repeat 

itselt'. 

And while we are on the sad subject of sudden tragedy, may I 

please urge parents and guardians to teach youngster, especially 

youngsters between the ages of three and ten something about road 

safety. I am oft.en alarmed to ••• a point of sickness when I see 

little boys and girls dashing across streets .with traffic shooting 

in both directions. Often, you see the frightening spectacle of a 

child playing the dangerous game of •dare• with a car or a truck·; 

making as if to cross then hesitatin~ then going forward with a 

sudden leap and then dashing back again. This sort of action leaves 

the poor motorist allat sea. Please teach your children to stand 

where they can be seen; and when they cross a street to walk acroas 

firmly and decisively so that the motorists know exactly what is 

going on. And please do not allow them to go playing in the stree1B. 

I have seen tragedy strike on even the most quiet of street.: So la:. 

us teach our children road manners and avoid the tragic unhapp1neas 

of ~eeping over a broken little body. Goodnight. 
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Ne. 377 Nomination Day 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Mar 19 at 6.l5p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

f 

Good evening: More than a hundred candidates ' have today f'on11all3 

handed in their nomination papers,have paid their deposits, and has 

been registered as the m11~B:tax c~didates for whomwe will cast our 
' 

vo~es on the 10th of next month. And so I think today, Nomination 

Day, is as good a day any for us to ~ry and sort out some of' our 

thinking on polit ics and pdliticians and Jg~~ on candidates 

aspiring to political position. 

The first thing I think we should think about is just what sort 

of' people these candidates are and what sort of relationship we have 

with them. I think you will agree that we tend to have a range of 

rather strange attitudes to our politicians. Some of us - generally 

those who have been fortunate ·enough to get a decent education -

tend to look down on politicians with scorn and contempt. People :1n 

th&e group see politics as some sort of a dirty game. And they see 

all politicians as dishonest, self-seeking and hungry for power. 

When a politician is not· particularly well-educated they take 

pleasure in pointing out just how stupid he is or how badly h e 

speaks. And they 'are always hinting that the politicians who have 

gained power have used it to further their own personal interests. 

Next there is the group in our community that sees all politttane 

as people who have failed to make the grade anywhere else and who 

have therefore turned to politics as an easy way of earning a liv~. 

They will tell you of the man who could not run a business successfull~ 

or the man who was a failure as a teacher, or the one who could not 

hold down his job. And they will suggest t hat politics is the last 

r esor t of t he incompetent, t he ignorant .or the outright fool. 
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I think you will find these two attitudes throughout the community; 
them 

but I think you will find i% most pronounced among the educated, 

the professional people and those who are successful in buainess. 

The third attitude, that of looking up to our politicians, t.lt. 

of expecting them to do everything for us while we just sit back 

and wait, is by far the most general. The people 1n this group teni 

to feel that one~ they have cast their votes they have done their 

share and the rest 1s up to the politicians: the politicians must 

create jobs; they must create prosperity and guard our liberties ~ · 

These people tend to want to surrender all thinking and all 

responsibilities to the politicians. 

It seems to me that all three of these basic attitudes are 

wrong. The first attitude brings our political system itself into 

contempt and disrepute. It we have such low opinions of our politician 

it will only be a matter of time before only the lowest types of 

persons will want to enter politics. And if we go on branding our 

politicians as failures we may end up by getting only the failures 

entering politics. And t here is ~othing more dangerous to our free 
I 

institutions than for us to surrender all responsibility and all 

thinking to the politici~s. That is the road to dictatorship. 

I t h ink it is most important for all of us to keep reminding 

ourselves that the people who were nominated today are representat i ve 

of us: they have all the strength and all the weaknesses we have; all 

the virtues and all the vices; the selfishness and the nobility. 

They are neither gods nor devil s but ordi nar y men l ike us, who will 

on l y succeed, if elected, if we both sustain and restrain them. 

Goodnight. 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 378 1) Algerian Cease-Fire 
2) J9f P A. the Rhodesias 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Mar 20 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The news that the fighting between the Algerian 

nationalists and the French government has ended, does not me$Jl an 

end to blood-letting 1n that unhappy land. The Algerian nationalists 

have won their t~u independence after more than 7 and a half 

years of bitter f'i~ting. But t he price of their freedom has been 
under 

fantastically high. Close on half a million people, just •mm~ a 

third of the entire Jamaican population, were killed since November 

1st, 1954 when the fighting started. In addition thousands of women 

and children have perished in concentration camps and from 

starvation when their villages were blown up and turned in~o what 

the French Army called 'empty regions'. There have been stories 

of torture and horror, against Algerian women, that have reminded 

us of the crimes of the Nazis. And so it is with relief' that the 

world has learned that this te?'rible slaughter, - or at lea.st one 

aspect of it, has ended. 

Now there is the remaining problem of dealing with the racialisti<: 

and terrorist Secret Army Organisation of whit.e settlers. When the 

news of the cease-fire was announced by President De Gaulle on 

Sunday the Secret Army comma.rider ordered a stepping up of its 

campaign of murder and terror and gave orders for white Algerians 

to fire on French soldiers: The Secret Army also called for 

Frenchmen to rise inside France and start a civil war. 

For France itself, much will now depend on what support 

President De Gaulle gets from the French people and, much more 

important, from the French 1!,rmy. If the people and the army are 

solidly behind him, and if he acts firmly and decisively against 
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the terrorist army, then there · is still a chance that all fighting 

might end this year. , If, on the other ha.Jld, large segments of the 

army defy Pe Gaulle then we might well see civil war 1n France and 

a stepping up of the secret terror in Algeria. And if this does 

happen then the Algerians, who have an efficient army of their own 
stationed in Tunisia 

of 35,000 men, may decide to clean up for themselves and meet terror 

with greater terror. And in the end. there will be no future for 

any white settlers in Algeria . But in their mad determination to 

hold on to their specf1al privi~eges the white settlers do not see 
I 

this. This selfishness to the point of suicide 1s one of the most 
I 

dreadful by•producte of the white settler problem. 

This same problem - though still in a peaceful stage - is 

fast coming to a head in the Central African Fe~eration of the 

Rhodesias and Nyaealand. There Sir Roy Welensky's government has 

resigned because Britain planned to give Nothem Rhodesia a 

constitution which would give power to the black majority. There 

again white settlers have threat~ned violence rather than accept 

the will of the majority. Last week the British Government took tre 
putting 

unusual step of IQQB!btbg Mr. R.A. Butler, the British Home Secretary, 

in charge of dealing with the Rhodesias in the hope of achieving a 
is 

peaceful settlement. The Algerian, situation DB%xm■ a dread:f'ul 

warning to the British Government. If Britain does not deal quickly 

and firmly with this problem of its settler minority violence may 

yet errupt. , The white settler minorities are now serious threats 
. the measure of 

to peace and order 1n many parts of Africa. That is/how much the 

world has changed since the second world war. Goodnight. 
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No 379 Food and Guns or the Question of 
Jamaica's Foreign Policy 

NE.WS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Mar 21 at 6.l5p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Some people are currenly discussing what Jamat:a's 

foreign policy should be when she becomes 1ndepamld.ml%. Sometimes 

the discussion becomes quije heated and tempers get very frayed. 

People have insisted that we should be neutralist, others have 

insisted that we should side with the West, and yet others have 

insisted that we should be Machiavellian and play off one side 

against the other to our ultimate benefit. In these discussions 

definitions are not always very clear. For instance, I have found. 

that those who say we should follow a neutralist foreign policy 

do not always agree among themselves as to what is neutralism: sone 

see it 1n terms of being pro-Soviet and anti-American; others see 

it in terms of following policies similar to those of the Casablanca 

Powers led by Nkrumah and Nasser in Africa; while yet others -eee 

it in terms of the policies followed by the group of Af'rican nations 

led by Nigeria. It seems to me that these discussions are often a 

little bit up in the air. ,. 

This evening I want to try to bring the foreign policy discuB:!l.on 

down to earth a little. I think the foreign policy an independent 

Jamaica will follow will be dictated by a number of factors: our 

location, our size and influence and our basic _security and econon:lc 

needs. Obviously, if we were an island just about a couple of 

hundred miles away from the Soviet Union that fact would have a Vffl'Y 

great bearing on our foreign policy. W~ would have neither the 

military nor the economic strength to defy the Soviet Union by 

persuing policies hostile to it. We could of course try, but I think 

the Soviet Union would soon use political or economic action, or 
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both,to slap us down and put us in our place. And I think tundameaally 

the same thing applies in terms of our relations with the United 

States. We are not as far away from both the United States and the ' 

Soviet Union as are the states of Africa. The attitudes they adopt 

1n foreign affairs are conditioned both by their location and by 

the fact that each one of them is part of a great new power bloc 
this part of 

that can influence world events. We in/the Caribbean may reach a 

point where Jamaica, Cuba, Haiti, the Dominican Repu.blic and Puerto 

Rico may form a small power bloc of modest influence; but even such 

a bloc would have nowhere ne~r the influence of the African groupings. 
' 

In any case there is no possibility of such ,a bloc at the moment er 
' 

in the foreseeable future. We are dependent on Britain, Canada am 

the United States both in terms of defence in case of war and in 
I 

terms of trade: and these are two key factors 1n shaping foreign 
I policy. So in a sense the outlines of our foreign policy have been 

chosen for us by our size, our loc••1on and our needs. _ But I think 
special 

we can make our own7contribution within these limitations. I think 

we can make a unique contribution to the problem of race relations 

in the world, and r hope that our Foreign Secretary will show up the 

madness of the fantastic arms and space races in a world where the 

majority of people do not have enough to eat and do not have adequte 

shelter. Being the conscience of the world, preaching bread and 
a 

s hel ter and wor k and hope, is so key contribution the sm~ll natims 

can and shoul d make. I hope t hi s would be the pattern of our f ore~ 

policy. Goodnight . 
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No 380 J . F . SoCo Ra t e I ncrease Iwves 

Good evening : The Jamaica Public Service Company yesterday 
announced a definite increase in the cost of our electricityo 
1Ir o J . Marshall Hamill , t he President of the Company said the 

increase will come into operation o· the first of pril o liniRx 

today Tuir o Vills Isaacs , the Minister of Trade an d Industry , xax:ci 

/ c ountered with the statement t hat he proposes to fix t he ceiling 

for our electricity charges at what t hey now are o Tuir o Isaacs 

said t hat he has t his power under the law and he proposed to 

have consultations with the Public ervice Company on aturday 

about fixing rates for twenty of the twenty- five lic~nses the 

company now hol In other words ,, Mr . Isa~cs has countered 

M:r . Hamill ',s announcement by giving public warning , which he 

is required to do by la 1 , t hat t he present rates we pay for our 

electricity will now become t he maximum. that t rie company can 

charge us o So the company ' s propos ed increase just will not 

come i nt o operation on pril the first , unless they can find some 

loophole in the Electric Li ghting Law o 

I may be wrong about t his , but as I understand it , under 

t he 3~ectric Lighti ng Lav and lL~der t he Company ' s present 

Franchise there are no pr~visions for an electricity Rate Boardj 

\ . 
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to regulate charges. There is a Rates Board for the telephone 

service and the telepbone Company must get the approval of the 

Rates Board before it can put up its charges. The Public Service 

Company has no such legally constituted limiting body to deal with. 

This means that . as far as the law is concerned the 

,..JDJ.,..••:a.. within its rights. It' h broken no law, itA~ defying n:, 

government regulation in saying that it 1w1ll inc~ es 
. l>J--~ td.r. c;..~ 

from ,April first And so if the gevernment intends te keep 1tlr· 
~ • ~ - ~ I 

,~m.1,se-a~e-. -rnmmMH'lT""-f"l'"01llr""tnrt;-t;1:niz:ll:n--1-t;fJ-'"'1"8:'W9,-~~ 't-'!l:-tr---
~ ~ \.-~ ~ 

escape the feeling that the Company has timed 
J( 

this :ma1x• move in such a way ~s to make it as difficult as possible 
has been 

for the government to take counter-measures: parliament :.taxbl 
disolved 
ZBKBD and general elections are just around the corner. And there 

is no question about this being a most disturbing business for a 

government party with a General Election on its hands. In this sense 

the charge that the Public Service Company is trying to exploit a 
, 

political situation seems to me true. Whether this is likely to 

serve the beet long-term interests of the company is another mattEr. 

Indeed there are people who feel the only reasonable explanation :ftr 

the company's present moves is that it wants to force the governmant 
I 

to take it over. In any event, something must give, and we will 

soon know who or what. Goodnight. 
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No 381 1) Federal Constutien Amendment 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Mar 23 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: On Wednesd~y of t his week the veteran Barbadiai 

trade union leader, Mr. Frank Walcott, made a striking speech in 

the Barbados parliament. Mr. Walcott said that the British Govern­

men~•s Order-in-Council amending the West Indies Federal Constittiion 

had virtually reduced J?arbados to the status of a 6rown 6olony. In 

fact, if Mr. Walcott is right, and I suspect that there is a great 

deal in what he says, then all the islands of the British Wes·t 

Indies, except Jamaica and Trinidad - when they become independent 

later this year - all the other eight islands will, from a 

constitutional point of view, revert to Crown Colony status. These 

islands are still part of what is left of the West Indies Federatm 

and the 'Order-in-Council, which was published on March 14th, applies 

to all of what remains of the Federation. This Order, as you know, 

transferred responsibility for all money matters from the Federal 

Finance Minister to the Governor-General. But more than just money 

matters are involve_d. The Order gives the Governor-General the 

power to act without obtaining the adviee of the Federal Cabinet 

in any matter which he, as an individual, considers in the public 

interest. So the Federal Government has had its teeth drawn and hm 

now been reduced to the status of a Crown Colony government. I am 

sure nobody will weep about this happening to the Federal Govern.mat. 
I 

They called this down on themselves when they voted fantastically 

large sums of money to themselves as compensation. Something had 

to be done and Britain did it. But many of us overlooked the 

fact that what applied to the Federal Government also applied to 

the components of the Federation. And so the turning of the Federal 
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Government into a Crown Colony government aiso turns the eight 

remaining units into Crown Colonies. 

The Barbados Premier; Mr. Errol Barrow, has cabled the Colon:ial. 

Secretary, asking for clarification and setting a 48-hour deadl1na 

And Wednesday's discussions in the Barbados parliament are said to 

have b~en very stormy and angry. 

My own view is that this is largely a technical and drafting 

problem. I do not think the British Government intended to reduce 

either Barbados or the other small islands to Crown Colony status. 

But I think that in the anxiety to stop the Federal Government's 

proposed spending spree they took what seemed to them the quickest 

and best action. Of course, all things are possible and the 

British Government may have decided to reduce the eight islands 

to Crown Colony status until their little Federation gets going. 

But I frankly doubt this. I think the clarification, when it does 

come, will set the minds of the Bajans at ease. But as of now 

Barbados and the other seven islands are technically Crown Colonies. 

This is just another by-product or the death of the federation. 

But something very much more pleasant, an example that I hope 

we will follow, also came out of Barbados last week. Barbados is, 

I think, the only British West Indian territory whi~h gives pensias 

to its old people. Every person over 65 is entitled to a pension, 

- without. any means test. Last week the Barbados government ~d - ~~ 
. I 

the pensions to its old people to 1 do'9.l&Ps a mont;ch. It is time 

we had old age pensions here. Goodnight. 

I 
( 
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No 382 Symbols & the Voters' Roll 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Mar 24 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: We now know who our candidates are, what their 

symbols are and how many people will be entitled to vote on the 
I 

10th of next month. The P.N.P. has the head as its symbol; the 

J .L.P has the hand; the P . P .P. has the star and the 1ndepdmidB:lra,e 

have the horseshoe. It might be seful to remind ourselves once 

more about the real point of these symbols. There has been a 

great deal of propaganda made about the so-called special significance 

of these election symbols, and I am sure you still remember the 

stupid and unneeeary fuss that was made outside Gordon House about 

bells and trees. One can understand the politicians trying to sco:re 

points: this is their business at this time. They are all trying 

to get our votes, and they will invest almost anything with some 

special quality if they think it will get them more votes. 

But the hard fact about election symbols is that they are 

silent criticisms of a most important thing that we have not yet 

achieved. Election symbols are a clear declaration that the people 

of any given society has not yet mastered the problem of 1ll1teraqr. 

Yo~ only have election symbols in countries where very large sections 

of the populations are unable to read and write. In countries 

where you have a high degree of literacy, 1n places like Great 
\ 

Britain, there is no need for election symbols. Primary education 

has been free and compulsory for long enough for practically every 

citizen of voting age to be able to read. And so when the voter 

goes into his or her voting booth the names are there and the 

voter can read them and make his or her mark against the name of 
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chosen 
his or her/candidate, rather than against some little picture. So 

let us not make a virtue and a fetish out of an unhappy necessity. 

Our election symbols are a declaration of the illiteracy of the 

majo»ity of our people. And as long as they are with us it means 

we have not yet licked our educational problem. Let us use them 

because we need to. But there is nothing grand or special about 

any of them. In fact, they should be a point of shame, especially 

to those who are :zk our leaders. For myself, I look forward to 

an election day when there is no need for symbols because every 

Jamaican voter will be able to read the name of his chosen candids 

and make his mark without having to look for some little drawing. 

That would be a sign of real and very great progress. So let us 

stop all this misleading nonsense about the virtue of symbols. 

And now for a word about our voters' lists. Most of you should 

have received copies of your lists by now. You are entitled to these 

lista which show you where you are supposed to vote. More than 

11,000 people who are entitled to are not going to vote because 

they have not taken the trouble .to get their names registered. Thie 

is sad and dangerous for the political health of the country. Vottg 

is one of the greatest responsibilities of the citizen in a free 

society. This is how we choose and control the people who run affa3r's 

on our behalf. If we fall in this we may end up by losing our freedoms. 

So, to safeguard and strengthen the freedoms we do have, it' is the 

duty and responsibility of everyone of 795,000 voters to go out 

and use their votes. How you vote is your business but that .you do 

vote is everybody's business. Goodnight. 
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No 383 Independence: What does i t mean? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Mar 26 at 6 . 15p. m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good eveni ng: The ideas for some of these commentar ies are v,ry 

often given to me by listeners . A listener would phone or stop me 

on the street or write to me and either suggest that I talk on some 

particular subject or try to answer some part i cular question. And 

if the subject or the question is of general public interest I dOJD.Y 

best to satisfy the listnner. Well, . there is one subject on which 

a number of listeners have talked to me for several weeks now: and 

is the subject of our coming independence . 

From these comversations I have got the impression that there 

is a group within this society who are very worried about our comig 

independence . Some of these people have asked me : 'Do you really 

think Jamaica is ready for independence? Can we afford independenaf' 

And they have worried about what would happen to Jamaica in times 

of crisis . They reminded me of the Red Hills-Sligoville troubles 

when half a dozen American Negroes created a crisis in this country 

when they tried to stir up rebellion, first among the Rasta brethern 

and then among the rest of the population. They said we were in a 

position to call on British soldiers to help us out of this mess 

because Jamaica was not yet independent. What, they asked, would 

have happened if we had been independent . An independent country, 

they said, cannot expect the soldiers of another country to come 

and keep the peace for them in times of trouble. And they pointed 

out that even that left-winger, British Guiana's Cheddi Jagan 

recently called in British troops to restore law and order 1n hie 

country. If B.G. had been independent, they asked, would only 

Georgetown have burned or would the whole of the country have been 
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in the grips of arson and civil war. 

And other people 1n this particular group have worried about 

what would happen after Bus~a and Manley retired from the Jamaican 

political scene. These people have said t hat our democracy looks 

strong and healthy largely because of the presence and influence~ 

these two leaders, and once they disappear from the scene things 

would look very different. 

And so these people are .very worried about our coming indepexmnce? 

And some of them are so worried that if they could do so, they would 

happily cancel our independence and continue as a British colony, 

because that way they see more security, more stability and more 

protection. They frankly prefer the evil they know to they evil they 

do not know and fear. 

It is the easiest thing in the world to dismiss these peoples 

unpatriotic and worried only about their own safety and vested 

interests. But let us face it: there is truth in what they fear. 

Everything that they fear could happen. We could have trouble and 

rebellion and cr1s•s and no one to turn to. But this is the essence 
I 

of independence. As the word~ itself makes clear: you depend on 

yourself, on nobody else. You are lord an4 master in 1your own home. 

The pride and the honour is yours, and so is the great and heavy 

burden of respDnsibility. You can no more escape this responsibility 

than a baby can refuse to be born because there are dangers in the 

world. An independent country, an independent .People must carry . a 

greater burden of responsibi lity than those 'who are not independent. 

Tomorrow I will list some of t hese responsibilit i es. So till then, 

Goodnight. 
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No · 384 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Mar· 27 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Independence: The Responsibilities . , 

Good ,evening: I have been told of one Jamaican who looks fonard 

with eagerness to our coming independence. He is a man in the £1Jl)O 

a~year income bracket and as far as he 1s concerned independence 

means licenceo He says that after August 6th he is going to drive 

down King Street and park his car anywhere he wants to, and no po~eman 
\ . 

would dare bother him, because we m will be independent. I think 

I should warn this particular gentleman well in advance that if he 

does this, he will be hauled before an independent ·court by an 

independent summ.ons sworn by an independent policeman and an independent 

magistrate will impose and independent fine on him: and if, because 

of independence, he refuses to pay that independent fine, he will 

find himself in an independent jailo 

. Independence does not mean licence. It does not mean that we can 

break the law. It does not mean that brea~ will be any easier to get. 

It does not mean that new homes, new schools, new jobs, new 1ndus11ies, 

new money will appear in Jamaica overnight. In fact, August 6th am 

after- are going to be ordinary, common and difficult days and weelE 

and months and years: as ordinary and as difficult as all the days 

and the months and the years we have known. So what is the point 

of independence if nothing special happens? 
\ 

The point 1s that as a people we are now going to take on all 

the responsibilities for the shaping of the life and future of th~ 

nation. We, not Britain or any other country, will now have to sa!­

guard the rule of law in this land., our own volunteer force, not 

British soldiers, will now have to protect the country from rebllm 
and insurrection. And if our able-bodied men are not prepared to# 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

voluntarily take up arms to defend the peace of' ~he land in case d 

need, then our government must either conscript them or else the 

country will Jati be a tempting an4 defenceless prey to every 

political adventurer in search of quick power. That will be the fmlt 

of our great new responsibilities under independence. 

Our second great responsibility is to move as quickly as posal:)le 

to bridge the gap between the hungry and those who are well-fed·.~Any 

time you have a nation where one half of the people are near 

starvation while the other half lives in luxury, you can be sure 

of trouble. So, if we want a stable and reasonably contented society 

in Independence, we must create the economic and social conditiomi 

that make for stabilityo w_e cannot afford the, great extrenes of 

wealth and poverty. Within the limits of what we have we nrust sha:re 

the wealth of the nation more evenly. This we must do by creating 

an eAlightened public opinion pressing for the social good of the 

whole country. 

Our third major responsibility must be for every one to take a 

much more active part in the political life of the countryo ~efore 

independence we could always depend on Britain to ensure that no 

political leader becomes a dictator. After independence we will hae 

to depend on ourselves alone. If we make wrong political choices, jf' 

we put the wrong people into power, we may end up finding it almost 

impossible to get rid of them. And there will not be any British amy 

to come and restore democracy. And dictators are not easily removal. 

hxxxa:■■ These are the big new responsibilities that we, the peop~ 

must carry when independence comeso Goodnight. 
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No 385 Indtspensible Expatriates 

NEWS COMM]NTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Mar 28 at ~.15p.m 
Peter Abra.hams speaking 

Good evening : When I first went to ·Britain a little over 

twenty years ago there were very few coloured people over there. Yn 

had a sizeable coloured community in Cardiff in Wales, but these 

were people born in Britain and they were as British as the other 

natives of the United Kingdom: they knew no ot~er homeland, they 

spoke no other language and they had the same culture patterns as 

the people among whom they lived . For the rest,there was a small 

handful of Africans, West Indians and Ea.st Indians at the great 

British universities . These people were there to study and as soon 

as their studies were over they went back to their homelands. The 

third group was an even smaller group and I belonged in this group. 

We were a group with political and artistic interests and we never 

knew when, if ever, any of us would go home. The late Qeorge. Padmore 

was the leader of this group and its members included people like 

Jomo Kenyatta and Kwame Nkrumah. We were t he expatriates, a small 

coloured minority living in a sea of white people, and for our frmds 

among the British people we had the political figures and t he writers 

and the artists - the most cultured and the most politically advarmd 

section of the British comnnmity. On the whole life in Bri~ain was 

good for us. The real difficulty was when any of us needed a job 

badly. It was awfully hard to get jobs. 

But there was something else, and this is the point of my 

story . We were strangers in a strange land and. we knew that the mass 

of the British people looked on us as strangers. We looked different; 

we were, so to speak , ou t of context. And we were al ways on our 
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guard. It was difficult for coloured people to get rooms to rent m . 
those days, so we were model tenants. We knew that if we gave a bad 

impression all other coloured people coming after us looking for , 

rooms would suffer. I am not saying it is a good thing for people 

to be on guard to quite the same extent that we were. The fact is, 

and we knew it, ·that in Britain in . those days ali coloured people \ere 

judged and either approved of or condenmed according to the behaviour 

of the one or two the particular British group or community knew. 

Now, ·I do not think the British expatriates in Jamaica are 8.IJ 

where near as on their guard as we were forced to be when we were 

in Bri~ain. And that is a very goo~ thing indeed. People should be 

free to be themselves instead of just being patterns for group 

judgements. And on the whole, because of this sense of freedom, tl:e 

British expatriates in Jamaica· have made a fine contribution to tre 

social an.d cultureal life as well as to our ecomomy, by the Jobs they 
I 

came to do. 

But every now and then I have either met or been told about m. 

expatriate who regards himself as indispensible. Someone who feels 

that he or she is really too good for Jamaica. They break our traffic 

rules. They are bad mannered. They demand instant service. They elm 

scant respect for our law. And if they work for a government agenc,, 

they expect fancy pay and fancy conditions of work. And of course they 

always find fault. Whenever I meet these people or hear about them, 

I remember how things were for us as expatriateso And then I have a 

strong impulse to dispense with these indispens1ble expatriates. 

Goodni ght. 
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No 386 "End of Electricity Rates War 

' 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Mar 29 at 6.lSp.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: At last the little war between t he Jamaica 

Public Service Company and the Government of Jamaica has ended. Last 

night the House of Representatives passed a Bill amending the 
-

Electric Lighting Law in such a ~way as to give the Minister powers 

to fix, electricity rates throughout Jamaica. I hope that the Public 

Service Company has noted th_e fact that the Bill was passed without 

division, that both parties supported it. I mention this because tl::e 

opinion is pretty generally held that the Company behaved as it did 

because it thought it had the backing of one of our two major 

political parties. Just how wrong this belief was, was shown by last; 

night's unanimous vote. Whatever may have happened behind t he scenes, 

this outcome was inevitable. I warned the Company of t his in my 

commentary of March the 8th. And so the position now is t hat there 
' will be no increase i n rates to the consumer anywhere in Jamaica on 

April the first. 

That is the first, and for us, the most important aspect of the 
/ 

matter. But there is the very important question of the Company's 

future in Jamaica and the CompanJ's fut~re relations with t he 

government of Jamaica. And after what has happened this is going to 

be very t ricky. 
to do so , . 

Whether it was persuaded/or whether it did so off its own bat, 

the Company's behaviour has gi ven .most , i f not all, Jamaicans the 

feeling that it regarded itself ab e t. e control of t he final 

executive authority i n the lando Rightly or wr ongly , moat Jamaicans 

feel that t he Company expl o i t ed t he present poli t i cal situation, the 
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it is 
remains as safe as/at present. 

And the safest and most secure investment fields in any countiy 
I 

are the utilities: light, power, transport, communications. We need 

our electricity and our telephones all the time and this is a need 

that will never come to an end. And because these utilities are 

part and parcel of the daily .living of the people of a country, and 

because what happens in the utilities affects the life of~ every 
citizen and every business undertaking 
&m%~/intimately, they cannot be regarded as m■ you would regard 

inveeti'ng in a shirt factory or a shoe factory or a mine. So there 

must either be awareness of this fact b~ the operators of a utility, 

or an element of public control. Ideally of course, you have both. 

The tele_phone Company has recently shown a welcome awareness 

of the social responsibilities of a utility. This does not mean that 
near 

it is anywhere/being a model or that we are satisfied with the service 

we get. But it seems to me to be moving in the right direction. The 

Company rates are controlled by a government-appointed Rates Board; 

its dividends are in the region of ten percent. And it has rec.ent-J.y 

taken a great step forward about staff. In the past its imported 
I 

staff got more pay than its local staff doing the same job. This wm 

in the form of an expatriate allowance. I understand this has been 

scrapped and everyone now gets the rate for the job, whether he be 

Jamaican, English or what have you. What I do not understand is why 

the Company is so shy about publicising this fact • .And it is training 

Jamaicans for its highest posts. This, I think, must be the pattern 

for all privately run utilities in an indepmmmit Jamaica. 

Goodnight. 
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No 387 J.P . s.co & Telephone Co : 
The Role of Utilities 

N:E.WS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Mar 30 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

~ 

Good evening : One of the points that has worried some people 

about the dispute between the Jamaica Public Service Company and 

the Government was the question of foreign investment . Would the 

dispute and its results undermine_ the confidence of foreign invest<J1S 

in Jamaica? Would people abroad be afraid of putting their money 

into Jamaican enterprises because our government has decided that 

the sky 1s not the limit? I dare say that it is possible that a 

small handful of people who see under- developed countries as glorious 
. 

milch-cows , as places where your pound or your dollar must earn 
I 

twenty-five to thirty percent• I dare say that such people might 

think twiceo I think this might be particularly true of people who 

have had their shares watered every few years and who have grown 

accustomed to fabulous di v1dends from under-de,veloped countries. 

These people have been spoiled and they will naturally go on wanting 

to have all the gravy they can get. But if there is no more gravy -

and believe me the gravy areas are getting scarcee every year - then 

these people will settle for a reasonable return on investment . If 

they have to choose between leavi~g their money on deposit in the 

bank at between three and five percent or else investing it safely 

for a reasonable tent to twelve percent, they are going to invest . 

When you get down to braes tacks the crucial question for the majo?tt.y 

of investors is whether their investment is safe. And Jamaica is 

regarded as one of the safest investment areas 1n this part of the · 
I 

world. So I am not at all worried abou t the flow of fo r eign investments, 

provided our investment climate - our political and economic stability 
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fact that the House had adjourned and. that elections were just around 

the corner - to try and impose its will on the country. And they 

feel that th1.s showed a basic lack ot respect for the government 

and people of Jamaica. They say the Company would not have behaved 

in this manner if it were dealing with either the Canadian or American 

governments. And I, for one agree with this view. So where do we 

go from here? 

The Company has got 1taelf into this box of brickso It must n<>T 

get itself out of it. It must now accept the government's ruling 

and do its very best to implement the island-wide eleetrification 

programme. If it does so it may, in time, . restore the confidence 

and goodwill that existed between itself and the government and 
· of stalling, of going slowly, 

people of Jamaica. If there is any hint/~ because it pas not been 
' ' ' 

given its way about the rate increases, then I predict further 

trouble for it. If the Company is unwilling to carry out the island­

wide electrification programme under the new conditions then perhaps 

the wieeat thing might be for it to pull out of Jamaica altogether. 

The -next move is now up to the Company. 

I do not think for a moment that the government of Jamaica wiJl 

resort to punitive measures against the Company. Our leaders are 
I think that 

much too responsible and sophisticated for that. /It the Company 

had z:mtl:h•~ realised the quality of our leadership from the outset, 
1) 

it might not have got itself into this mess . It mu.st now show 

qualities of good sense anct leadership to get itself out of this 

mess. I sincerely hope it shows those qualities. 

Goodnight. 
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No 388 Manners 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Mar 31 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

(.it l•,.1.1rals &t the G.P.O. ,.y-· ' . 

.• -~ f 

. . Good evening: I had hoped that I would not have to talk about 

the mean and rather nasty business that is now going on between 

postmen and postal clerks at the General Post Office. I had hope tttat 

the clerical .staff, or some members of it, would see the utter sillinese 

of its behaviour and correct it. Alternatively, I had hoped that 

somebody in authority over the clerical staff would set them right 

on the meaning of good manners and goqd behaviour. I ha«p hoped ·ror 

this because I always find it unpleasant to have to single out a 

particular group of people and cuss them out publicly. Unfortunately, 

none of the things I hoped for happened. The utterly stupid and 
was made public by the Star on 

anti-social nonsense that/bllgm&DI March 13th is still going on. 
I 

I am sure most of you still remember the Star's story telling 

of a go-slow by the postmen because a worker had been suspended. It 

then turned out that the •JaJR~ml apparent reason for the suspension 

was because this worker had not been sufficiently polite to some 

clerk. The clerks, it seems, expected the postmen to address them f¥ 
show 

Miss and Mister; but they, 1~ their turn would not/Bila the postmen 

the same courtesy. A young miss in her late teens or early twenties, 

or a young man who is still wet behind the ears felt so important 

that he or she expected as or right that a grown man of forty or 

so should address them as either Miss or Mister. But they felt free 

to call that particular man Jones or Smith or Tom or Franko And 

when this piece of snobbish arrogance was made public they resorted 

to the device of touching postmen rather than addressing them 

politely. When we first heard about this, I think we all tended to 

treat it as a rather silly jokeo But I think most of us realise now 
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that there is more to this than a silly joke by a bunch of young 

people who are swollen beyond bearing by their own conceit • . 

These clerks obviously feel that being a postman reduces the 

status of a human being. What makes them feel this? Arid what makes 

them feel that they are any better than the postmen? I think this 

can only be the result of an utterly distorted sense of values that 

sees certain forms of work as humiliating. This, I think, is one of 

the great tragedies of Jamaica. Far too many Jamaicans look down 

on people who do certain forms of work, and so they get their mannas 

and their morals all messed up and end up being nasty and anti-social 

human beings. No. form of work reduces the dignity of any human 

being::only prejudice and arrogance can do that. And that is what 

these postal clerks suffer from. 
I 

I think ' it is important for these clerks to remember that they 

are not the employers of the postmen. Like the postmen, they are 

servants of the public. They are fellow workers of the postmen, no 

more and no less. And let them learn the great lesson that you cann:t 

reduce the dignity of any human being without also reducing your Oltl 

dignity. If the postmen are unworthy of being addressed politely 

by them then, by the same token, they must regard themselves as bemg 

unworthy of being adressed politely by the general public who pay 

their wages in the form of taxes. So please, let there be an end 

to all this nastiness. For my money, every worker, no matter how 
I 

humble, is entitled to courtesy and respect. All that the postal 

clerks have shown, as far as I am concerned, is the falseness of 

their values, and their lack of good manners. And of this I am utterly 

ashamed. Goodnight. 
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No 389 Mrs. Krobo Edusei 's Bed 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday April 2 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking.· 

Good evening: Every now and then something comes up whieh is 

both silly and ridiculous and whieh at the same time raises one or 

more very profound questions. I think the case of Mrs. Krobo Ed.usei~ 

bed is one such happening. On the face of it, it is a silly and 

laughable business. 

Mrs. Eduaei 1s the wife of Ghana's Minister of Industries. And 

last week BDXGlnlllz■m we had the news of Mrs. Edusei's bed. It 

seems that Mr. and Mrs. Edusei are Just having the finishing touches 

put to a new home in Accra, and because Mr. Edusei is a Minister 

in Dr. Nkrumah's government, newspaper reports have carefully pointed 

out that the cost of the house is estimated at £20,000. And some 

of them have reminded the world that it was not so long ago that 

Dr. Nkrumah had sacked some of his Ministers for having built up 
I 

private fortunes as a result of being in high office. Dr. Nkrumah, 
r 

they remind ns, had set a ceiling on what property any of his M1nisterE 

should hold. The country was in some financial trouble and the 

government had called for a wage freeze and strong austerity measuns. 

These measures had led to a wave of strikes and discontent. 

This was the .background to the news of Mrs. F.dusei's bed. The 

good lady had decided that she wanted a bed befitting her new home, 

and so she ordered a gold-plated bed costing £3,000. But when the 

ladies of Accra neard about this they were up in arms. They staged 

a protest march and denounced the buying of the new bed. So strong 

was the fe·eling against Mrs. F.dusei's new bed that Mr. F.d.use1 

telephoned his good wife in London and told her to return the bed 

to the store from which she had ordered it. In order to explain 
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as much of this embarrassing business away as he could, Mr. F.dueei 

said that his wife had been out of Ghana for a year and she must 
\ ' ' therefore be out of touch with the dynamic and progressive changes 

that have taken place since she lef~. What, he asked, was he to ao 

with a £3,000 bed after he had surrendered his properties to the 

state. 

The long and the short of the whole business is that the world 

has had a laugh at the expense of a Ghanaian Minister and his wife -

and, indirect]y at Ghana itself. 

But as , far as I am concerned~• the profound question is: How 

do we react to this question of the gold-plated, ~,000 bed? There 

are some of us who feel that the leaders of the new Africa can 

do no wrong and that it is treachery for anybody to criticise them. 

There are others wbo feel that even if they d~ wrong we must defend 

them because they are Africans. And there are yet others who feel 

' that all we have to do to create a really prosperous Jamaica is 

simply to follow the example of the Africans in everything. 

My own view is that in all three of these attitudes we sell 

both the Africans and ourselves short. If we say that the Africans 

can make no mistakes, can never be wrong, can never be mean and 

selfish: then we are in fact saying that the Africans are not human. 

And all human beings everywhere have the right to have human faults. 

For far too many of us in Jamaica the Africans are superhuman symbas 
living 

rather than/people. I hope the case or Mrs. Edusei'e bed will help 
to 

usisee the Al"fticans as being a~ glorious, as funnily and as pathetical: 

human as all or us. Goodnight_. 
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No 390 Independence: The Problem of External Attack 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday April 3 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: On Monday and Tuesday of last week I discussed 

some of the fears and worries expressed by some people over our 

coming independence, and I listed some of the major responsibiltt•• 

that we, as citizens, will have to assume in independence. But some 

listeners felt that I had not gone far enou8h, in facing our problems. 
I 

They said I had not faced the question of what would happen to 

Jamaica in the event of an attack from outside. And at least one 

listener accused me bluntly of running away from this, the most 

crucial issue, which is likely to face an independent Jamaica. 

The basic idea and fear in the minds of some of these listene~ 

is simply stated. On August 6th Great Britain will give up her 

responsibility for defending us from any outside attack. What is to 

prevent any country, what is to prevent Cuba, for instance, from 

launching an attack against us and occupying Jamaica? 

.Al~ right, let us face this question. First, I think it is 

most unlikely that Jamaica will build up a large professional standing 

army for purposes of external defence. This would seem to confirm 

the fears of those who think that we will become militarily vulneral:>le. 

But against this 1s the fact that we will join the Commonwealth and 

I am sure that oqr government will enter into a defence agreement 

with the British government. This has been the pattern with nearly 

everyone of the Asian and African countries which became independett, 
I 

and joined the Commonwealth. So that will be our very first line of 

defence. Any military adventurer will think twice about attacking a 

Jamaica which has entered into a military agreement with the BritiEh 

and other Commonwealth Governments. 
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But there is a second, and even more immediately powerful line of 

defence and that is the Organisation of American States. mhis body 

was founded way back in 1890, and though at first its purposes were 

limited ( for instance, when it was first formed it decided not to 

discuss political matters) it 1s, today,th~ most powerful internationa 

body in this part of the world. Until the exclusion of Cuba 

recently, all the independent countries of North, South and Central 
were 

America, as well as the independent islands in the Caribbean sea,• 

members of the Organisation. Today Cuba is the ~ingle odd man out. 

One of the key functions of t he Orsanisation has been the keeping 

of the peace between member states and in the Americas as a whole. 

The Organisation is maintained by annual contributions from all its 

members, and the- share paid by each country is assessed on the 

basis of its population. 

Now this Organisation has no standing army but it is just about 

the most powerful deterrent force in this Hemisphere and no single 

member state would dare attack another state for fear of reprisals 

from the Organisation. This is our second and most immediate factor 
/ . 

for security from external attack. I think it is reasonably certain 

that an independent Jamaica will join the Organisation of American 
as 

States and so make/sure as possible that no outsider will invade. 

I still feel our greatest caallenges in independence will come 
from 

.,6ur need to create prosperity for all our people, not from any 

external threat. Goodnight. 
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No 391 1) Operation Friendship & U.S. Citizens Army 
2) Mission ot Africa & Shipping 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday April 4 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

I 

Good evening: The great day is now less than a week away, and 

by this time next week we will all know tha answers to a great many 

questions. I think there is enough election talk going on tor you 

not to want to hear any from ·me. The only thing I want to remind 

you of between now and next Tuesday is that it is your duty and your 

privilege and your re.sponsibility to go out and cast your vote. You 

owe it to yourself', to your country, and to the future of all those 

who cannot now choose for themselves. No good Jamaican must say he 

or she canno t be bothered to ot .• 

Now let me express my pleasure and appreciation at the latest 
I 

results of Operation Friendship, that wonder_ful example of Christmity 

in action. I am very glad indeed that the 'A.merican Citizen 'a Army' 

brought enough dental supplies so that a dental clinic may be set up 

in West Kingston. The care of the teeth of our people 1s one of otr 

greatest health needs; and where people cannot afford to pay pr1va1e 

dentists this need is and has been desperate. And so we have this 

fantastically high incidence of young and old suffering from bad 

and bleeding gums and rotten teeth. And this takes a heavier toll m 

the body than most of us realise. Bad teeth can lead to all manner 

of ailments including heart trouble. So here again, without too much 

fuss and drama, without beating drums or making pompous speeches, a 

handful of good citizens have used their influence to make a much 
I 

more basic contribution to the wellbeing of an independent Jamaica 

than most of the p·eople who are so good at ;talking. And · let us not 

forget to say thank you to the Americans who collected the medical 

supplies and flew them out here. They have affirmed that important 
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point of- Christian - and all other true ·religious beliefs - that we , 

are all our brothers' keepers, irrespective of race, class, ■Bmmill 

BUD)[ or creedo Operation Frt•ndship is a reminder that we do not 

live in a world that is only ugly or among .people who are only 

selfish. There is much beauty too, and t he spirit of brotherhood is 

a real and living thing. And this _is something we should~ never 

forget. 

Finally, a word on shipping. Soon the West Indies Federation 

will come to an end and the functions of the Federal Government will. 
I 

be taken over by a Commissioner who will run the federal services 

until final decisions have been made. Among the assets in which we 

have a share are the two federal shipso A little time back the off:tmrs 

of these ships have said that they coul~ do more business and earn 

more money if these ships were allowed to sail outside their limited 

caribbean routes. 

xbntuiARS• our Technical Mission has just returned from Afrka 

and although we must await their report, I think it is reasonably 
will , , 

certain that they/report that we can do a fair amount of trade with 
. . 

African countries. The big problem will be that of carrying our 

good to Africa. This is where t hese two ships can come in. Trinidad 

has acquired B.W.I.A. Why should xa not we acquire the two ships am. 

let them ply the Africa route as cargo and passenger carriers? The 

more I t hink of the idea, the more I like it. It would solve a whole 
m~ the 

heap of problems; and s i nce we have a large share in/feder al assets 

buying these ships should not be too costly~, In any case, I sincerely 

hope our government will look into what seems to me a most attractive 

possibi lity of getting our own small merchant fleet. Goodnight. 
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No 392 Television: Its Power 

NE.WS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday April 5 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking. 

Good evening: I think that for us in Jamaica, this time -

election time - is . possibly the best moment to discuss the question 

of television. It is very likely that this is the last election 

campaign in Jamaica which will be fought without the use of television. 

I think that when our next elections come around in five years' time 

the politicians and the parties will ' use the full force and power 

of television in their campaigning. And it 1~ very likely that as 

a result street-comer meetings and mass rallies will increasingly 

lose their importance. The parties and the politicians will be able 

to come right into your home: into your living room, onto your 

veranda, and address you face to face while you sit 1n comfort. You 

will be able to watch their movements and their actions, you will l:e 

able to watch their eyes and, if you are observant, you will be able , 

to note every ~b• false note and every time they try to cover up 

a poor case by bluster. The camera is harsh and revealing, and 

looking at a person throug~ the eye of television will show you more 

of the character of jour candidate than you will ever see by watch• 

and listening to him from a street cornero 

This is the great power of television: it is a power that can 

'be used for good and it is a power that can be used for evil. It was 

by his skilful use of television that the late American Senator Joe 

McCarthy built up his fantastic empire of fear and set in motion the 

greatest witch-hunts in the history of the United States. The goingi 

on of his investigating committee were watched by millions of Amermns 

sitting in their own h&mes, by their own firesides. And McCarthy used 

this fantastically powerful new medium to buil4 up a kind of fear 
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s1ekness that spread throughout that great land and came as near 

to destroying freedom of -speech, of conscience and of association m 
I 

the American people have ever been. 

But like all demogogues, like all people who get drunk with 

their own power, McCarthy over-reached himself. He saw himself as 

bigger than the great institutions of his country and dared to att~k 

even the Presidency as well as people like Ed.ward R. Murrow,· who 

himself was a great television personalityo That was his undoing. 

President Eisenhower treated him with contempt and Murrow fought 

back in one of the most brilliant television performances I have 

ever seen. And after McCarthy's empire of fear collapsed. 

Another example of the power of television was the last American 

presidential elections. Many important observers believe that 

President Kennedy would not have won if Mr. N.ixon had not agreed to 

debate with him on television. Mr. Nixon was a national figure with 

a national image, and a nationally known personality: Mr. Kennedy 

was not until millions of Americans saw him outscoring Mr. Nixon 1n 

those debates. 

All this means that it television comes to Jamaica it is liker 

to revolutionise the political life of- this country. But it will go 

much further than just politics; it will go into every facet of the 

life of the people of Jamaica. It will be just about this most powa:ful 

influence for shaping people's thinking and habits - much more so 

than either radio or. the press. The big question ls: who then, is 

to control such a fantastically powerful new medlu~? I will give yru 

my views on this tomor·row. So till then, goodnight. 
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No 393 Television: Who Should Run It? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For trans mission on 
Friday April 6 at 6~15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

.. Good evening: A few mornings ago my goo4 friend Morriss Cargm 

expressed the hope that television would not come to Jamaica . I haw 

a lot of · sympathy with the reasons for his views . Butlet us face it: 

television will come. And let us also admit that television can be 

a power for great good in this land. Rightly used, i't can bring tie 

world into the homes of most Jamaicans. It can be a great educatioxil. 

and cultural medium . And if we ·have to use canned films from abroa~ 

is this any worse than going to the cinema? Not all the films that 

are imported are bad. For instance, the B.B . C. has some magnificent 

television films on which we can call . And I am sure we will be able 

1to find some good films elsewhere too. And I frankly see no reason 

why we should not do what we have done in radio and that is to grada.lallJ 
some of' 

build up Jamaican programmes. For instance,/the J.B.C's discussion 

programmes are excellent television materialo 

And in answer to the big question of who should run television 

in Jamaica , I should like to see this radio station do it . I think 
I 

that in terms of the basic educational and cultural needs of this 

country it would be in the best interest of the nation that televisbn 

be run along the same lines as the J.B. C. And since we have the J.B. C. 

in existence already, why not let it do the job? 

But then there is the very big question of who is to finance it. 

I t h ink a television station will need about £500,000 to get going. 

With a capital investment of that order it can go on the air. I think 

the JoB.C. should be in a position t o borrow that kind of money for 

what will after all be a pretty sound investment. 

Let me sketch out my line of t h inking a litt le more clearly. 
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Let us suppose the J.B.C.- borrows £500,000 at 5% over a reasonably 

long period of time - say twenty-flve years. It should operate and, 

at a very modest estimate, make an annual profit of between six and 

seven percent on its investment. This would enable it to pay back 

its debt over the years without calling on any money from the tax 

payer. And so, at the end of twenty•five or thirty or even say 

fifty years, when the debt is paid,the television station would beame 

the outright property of the people of Jamaica. It seems to me that 

if we are to put the interests of Jamaica first this, or a similar 

approach is ideal. Possible sources for getting1 this kind of money 

at a low interest rate are the Bank of Jamaica, the Jamaica Development 

Finance Corporation or some big fo~eign television 6orporation whtil 

sells television equipment. Other possible sources which could 'be 
Development Finance ComPa..ny . 

explored are the Commonwealth,lisl:xsj:-,,,a~J:luudr~et and the World 

Bank; and I think that ' the United Nations Educational and Cultural 

Organisation could also be approached on the cheapest way of rais:m.g 

the money. I am certain it is the sort of project they would be 

interested in. 
.,,. 

Advertising revutnue from television is bound to be greater :tall 

than revenue from both the press and radio and this is what is lik~y 

to tempt any private company to see television mainly as a money maer. 

This does not necessarily mean t hat a private company will not give 

us good television. But where the profit motive i s reduced to an 

absolute minimum there we are more likely to get the very best from 

television both in education, in entertainment and in the arts • .Ancll 

t his is what I should like to see when television comes t o Jamaica. 

Goodnight. 
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. No 394 Last Weekend of Election Campaign. 

...., 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday April 7 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: So •:.txh•~ we have come to the last weekend 

before the great day. Now there is only tomorrow and Monday left 

and then the people of this island will go out from hills and vallEfs, 

from town and country, from fine houses and humble little homes -

a.:nd some will walk barefooted OP ride their donkeys while others 

will go out 1n fine and fancy clothes riding in big cars. But when 

they get into that pollfng booth, when they stand there and make 

their marks, they will mall be equal in their right to say whom 

they want to represent them and what group of men are to make their 

new government. The master and the servant, the mistress and the 

maid, the hie..h and the humble, the rich and the poor, the ballot 

box will make them all equally powerful as free citizens, exereisirg 

one of mankind's greatest rights in a free society: the right to 

choose who should govern. 

We must never take this right for granted. It is not a right 

that came easily to men anywhere on t his earth. It is a right for 

which many men an~ women fought and died and suffered for many yeam 

in many lands. And as long as we have this right to choose freely 
I 

who should govern us, and as long as we have the right to organise 

freely and to speak freely, for so long are we genuinely free men 

and women who can truly shape our own destiny and shape the world 

nearer to what we want it to beo As long as we have these rights 

we have hope and power. The homeless and the hungry can use this 

power to put into office those whom they think will give them bread 

and homes: the workers can put into office those whom they think 
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Eve of Elections 
No 395 

NEWS CONIMENTARY 

For 'transmission on 
Monday April 9 at 6 . 15 p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Tomorrow morning ~~i nation goes to the polls; 

and late tomorrow evening we will know the verdict of the people . 

We will know which party will lead Jamaica in the first years of its 

independence. And that knowledg~ i~l set the pattern and create the 

mood and atmosphere in which many private and important decisions , 

are likely to be made . Whether we like i t or not, there are Borne 

people, mainly business people , whQ will either invest or withold 
• I 

their ,money1 depending on how the elections go . And there are others 

who are terrified out of their wits at the prospect of independence > 

and who are talking of pulling out of Jamaica as soon as possible, 

no matter how the voting goes . But these are a small minority. 

The vast majority of the people of Jamaica are looking forward to 
:j-

tomorrow's voting and all that will flow from ~ They are not 

. thinking in terms of running away: the~ annot and they do not want 

to run away from their date with destiny . For them tomorrow is the 

beginning of the ·great challenge of independence . And ' that is how 

it is with all peoples when they set off on a great new journe;j: 

they know the risks, the uncertainties, the fears and the challenges -

but these only spur them on because that is ·the nature of man : he 
) 

must always brace himself an·d get a hold on his courage and march 

steadily forward until the unknown becomes the known. We are starting 
such a 

out on/in great journey tomorrow by choosing the men who will set 

the pattern and the pace for a very long time into the future . It 

is this that makes tomorrow's voting more importanj than any other 

voting the people of Jamaica have ever done in all their history. 
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at the J 
And I am very happy ~IIXJU[Kxinxa~xilx spiritxaf in~hich the 

ordinary people of this country have approached this most crucial 

and important of all elections. The mood has been sober; the approach 

has been balanced and questioning. ' Wherever I have been I have had 

the feeling that the people know that tomorrow is a very special and 

a very important day for Jamaica and for the future of all Jamaicans. 
th~ ,Of course there have been_ irresp~n~Jle elements. There always are: 

you have the flag wavers and the slogan shouters in every election 

everywhere on earth where men are free. And of course you have had 

the hooligans _and the roughnecks with their stones and bottles. But 

let -us face it, they were a very small minority and they were confined 

mostly to the Corporate Area. In almost every other part _of the 

island the people have been sober and balanced and responsible. Indeed, 

an American visitor who has spent much of his life reporting on 

elections all over the world told me that this was the- quietest and 

tamest election he had ever covered. I told him that most Jamaicans 
' knew that this was a great turning point in their history and _ they 

were approaching it with the responsibility of a mature and sophisticat 

people .• 

And I think this maturity of the voters has influenced our 
~~~to~~ .. ~-~ 

candid_a1}-rs ~oo: ~ure we _hads~ b!!Q Hsalca: sca10 111 s 78-:-
~ ~ /~t;(~ .:.,.,.- ~ ~ ~ • . 

- &W}er -e:iJLiJemp-+,s= to a saJ;q p~c. Eut these fell flat. The people are 

i n mo mood for lying propaganda at this moment in Jamaica's hi£tory. 

TomorDww is almost here: let every voter go out and keep his or 

her date with destiny. And let us choose wisely and well for much 

depends ·on ~ow we choose tomorrow. Goodnight. 
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No 396 

NEWS C01W.iENTARY 
For transmission on 

The J.L.P. Victory 

Wednesday April 11 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: It 1s all over and the J.L.P. will lead Jamaica 

into independence with a comfortable majority of seven seats over 

the P .N.P. The popular vote looks very close, but in thie case I do 

not think it is an accurate reflection of the feeling of the countty 
of the popular vote 

as a whole. The closeness/is due mainly to the very large majoriti~ 

most P .N. P. leaders got in the Corporate Area. Everywhere else in 

the island, even where the P.N.P. candidates won, the popular trend 

was away from the P.N.P. 

So, what are some of the lessons to be learnt from yesterday's 

voting? I think the first lesson is that :tx•x•mu1 a tough, agrea:l.ve 

and revitalised J.L.P. was in much closer touch with rural Jamaica 

than was the P.N.P. The J.L.P. caught the mood and spirit of the 

country and was therefore able to reflect and mirror that mood in a 

way the P.N.P. failed to do. The P.N.P. was out of touch, and so tre 

country areas rejected it and decided its fate. I think this lack cf 

basic contact with rural Jamaica is the greatest problem the P .N.P. 

must face if it is to make a comeback. The fact that two P .N. P . 

Ministers lost their seats in the country just dramatises this problem. 

It does not matter how fine a party's plans might be, how noble its 

objectives, if it fails to sell its plans and its objectives, if it 

fails to sell itself, it will be rejected. And this is the measurecl>f 

the P . N.P. failure btxm[zu outside the Corporate Area. 

I think the second important lesson we can learn from yesterdEJ/s 

voting has to do with the two-party system and the nature of Jamaican 

politics . I t h ink Mr. Seaga's victory is particularly striking in tlis 
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connection . To the best of my knowledge none of the candidates spoke 

in racial terms from their platforms but there was racial symbolism 

in the nicknames the candidates were given: we had the 'Burning Spar' 

the 'White Hunter' and the 'Lost Tribesman'. Mr . Seaga's victory 

simply proves that this is not the way Jamaicans want things to go. 

The Jamaican impulse is still against a racialist slant in politics. 

The people voted for a party and its candidate rather than for any 

colour. I think the affirmation of this fact in Western Kingston at 
point 

this moment in time is most important. The other important 1am% is 

failure of the P . P . P . to influence the election in any way whatsoever 
necessarily 

as far as the results are concerned. I do not think this/proves that 

there is no room for a third party . What it does prove is that there 

is no quick way into the political life of this country. Any third 

party must be prepared to face a long and uphill struggle, possibly 

spread over many years, if it hopes to win even a handful of seats . 

The Jamaican voter has seen many a party formed just before an election 

and die just afterwards, and so he is going to wait and see whether 

any new third party has the capacity and will to survive in the 

political wilderness . Both the P . N.P. and the J.L.P . have proved 

themselves in the political wilderness: any new party must do the same: 

that is the lesson and the challenge for the P .P.P . 
in this electicn 

Finally, for me the most important lesson of all/is the fact ttat 

parliamentary democracy, rule by the will of the majority, is healthier 

here in Jamaica than in any other newly independent country in the 

world. Goodnight. 
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No 397 Busta' . Post- Election Policy Statement 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday April 12 at 6.lSp.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

broadcast 
Good evening: Last night Sir ' Alexander Bustamante/man hi~ 

first formal speech to the nation since Tuesday's e_lections. It 

was a calm and sober statement in which he told us what hie 

government will do when it takes over the reins of power later 

this month. Like most of such first statements by leaders who have 

just won an election, it was pretty general. But three specific 

points came out c~early. 
~ ~~~· 

First, Du.eta warned that the times ahead will not be easy. 

I am very glad he gave this warning because many people, aepeeially 

s~f'ert~f _t-he J .1.i ;P. , have talked as though thin;;s are going 
> C-- Ak~ 

to be easy, as though we can all relax, now that ~eta is back in 

power. It is important that these people should realise that there 

wil~ be no overnight miracle bringing them work and homes and 

security. It is going to take tim~ i}1ata sn±d. I think it is 

going to take quite so_me time and a great deal of- hard work by 

all of us. There is no short-cut to prosperity : there was no 

short-cut under Manley and there will be no shortcut under Busta. 

Busta said he had the team and the talent to do the job. But they 

can only do the job and deliver the goods if every ci~izen of t his ~ 
or her 

country _pulle his/weight and gets down to the job of working a 

little harder and producing a little betterv So let us all heed 

Busta's warning and brace ourselves for a long hard pull. That is 
~II~ I_ 

the only way to fulfilling Bu~ta promise of lifting the small man 

and giving him a better life. ~ M>i...~ .. 
I think all of us accept without question :i.:lota'e second point 
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that there must be law and order in the land while the new governmsnt 

gets under way. Any political factional fights, any partisan 

damage to person 
. \1A . . 

~ N r-u1,. J_c 
or property, can only hurt Jamaica . Both~ 

and Manley made their positions clear on Tuesday night when 
I\ ~ bl~ 

known that the J.L.P. had won . ~-said there will be no 

it was 

victimisation of his political opponents and Manley said that he 

accepted the decision of the people and prayed a blessing on hie 

country. I sincerely hope t hat rank and file fo l owers in both 

parties will llow and live up to the high example set by thei 

lead~ s , and uphold the rule of law. Let there be an end to ' Mo l ot01 
/ Cocktails' , to stone-throwing and to arson . 

, 

And let everybody, _ eepeeially ett:ppoI tels of the F ~p. note 

the third point that came out of Bu.ata's formal speech last night . 

He said the elections are over and he -called on all people, of 
I 

whatever politicalj persuasion,to work together to build Jamaica 

into one of the greatest little nations on earth. 

I think we should all re~ember that the new government will be 

the government of all Jamaica, responsible for the peace, prosperity 

and welfare of all Jamaicans . Once in office the new government 

will be responsible to and for all of us, it will be the government 

of the whole nation, not of just one section . So it is entitled to 

the support of a ll of us on issues that are national and above 

party. And there is _no more important a national issue than building 

an economically better-off Jamaica. Goodnight. 
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No 398 The Question of A Foreign Secretary 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmiss i on on 
Friday April 13 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : One of the most interesting questions among , 

political observers has been on who is likely to be Jamaica's 

' first Minister of ForeiE91 Affairs in the new gover nment. This is 
-

likely to be a key Ministry and one whi ch is likely to become1 
-increasingly important as time goes on and Jamaica ventures further 

into the field of international affairs. Sir Alexander Bustamante 

has made it clear that he does not propose to set up elaborate 

foreign missions abroad and that we are going to cut our dip~omatic 

cloth abroad to suit the measurements of our national purse . This 

will pr obably mean that to begin with, at least , we are likely to 

have diplomatic Missions in only -the key countries in the world 

that are important to us in economic .and political terms : and 

this I think means Britain, the United States and Canada . In these 

three I think we will have to establish full-scale embassies , though 
I 

these emabseies need not be as costly and elaborate as some of the 
new 

embassies set up by the/African states . Then there is the que·stion 

of United Nations representation . But I do not see why our ambassador ., 
. 

in Washington should not also represent us at the U.N. For the 

present at least, I do not see any need for us to set up a separate_ 

Mission to the U.N. And if any really urgent matters come up at 

the U.N . which affect us vitally and which demands the presence 

of someone amain at Ministerial level, our Foreign Minister can 

fly to New York in a matter of hours . But even if our foreign 

representation is conceived off in these very modest terms, our 

Foreign Minister is obviously going to be a key ~erson . So who is 
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he likely to be? . 

If •we look at the list of likely government Ministere I think 
' 

one name stands out mil[)[~ clearly in terms of experience, skill and 

natural diplomatic ability, (I am excluding the Prime Minister­

des ignate from these considerations for the moment) and that is 

Mr •. Ix>nald ·Sangster. - It seems to me that Mr. Sangster would be 

the most logical choice as Foreign Minister . But Mr. Sangster is 
\ 

marked down for the equally important job of Finance Minister, so 

' where do we go from there? · It is possible that the Prime Minister 

may himself take -the job. But it seems to me that he should be as 

free from Departmental responsibility as possible in order to 

supervise over-all government policies and give guidance and 

advise to all his Ministers. 

One possible way out of this problem, it seems to me , is to 

give Mr. Sangster responsibility for both Finance and Foreign 

Affairs and selectd an able younger man as his understudy for 

Foreign Affairs. As this young man grows in experience he can 

assume more and ~o~e of the responsibilities m1x~u for Foreign 

Affairs, under the guidance of Mr. Sangster, until the day comes 

when he is sufficiently dxperienced to become Minister of Foeeign 

Affairs in his own right . 

The kind of relations we establish with the outside world, 

the kind of image we project to that world, especially in the 

early days of Jamaican independence, is going to be most important 

for our own best interests; so the choosing of our Foreign Minister 

is a matter of fundamental importance. Goodnight. 
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No 399 A Tribute to the Vanquished 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday April 14 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

behind us 
Good evening: , I think the elections are now sufficiently far/ 

I 
for us to pay a t ribute to the defeated P.N.P. and its leader. 

Always, in the excitement of the moment, all thought and .all 
\ 

attention is on the victor. This is a natural human reaction. It 

is always the winner who gets all the publicity and all the praise, 

while the loser stands alone in t~e corner, nursing his wounds and 

tasting the terribly bitter gall of defeat. And possibly one of 

the bitterest realities of defeat is not when the crowd turns 
' 

from you but when those you thought your friends turn from you to 

woo t he new champion, all old protestations of loyalty and 
/ 

friendship forgotten. It takes a very bi g man indeed to endure 

all this without turning savagely bitter about the fickleness of 

his fellow men. 

So, let me pay t ribute to t he manner in which Manley took his 

defeat. As with the referendum, he has accepted his present 

defeat without complaint and without curses. Whatever h i s private 

grief, whatever his private thoughts and feeling, he has said: 

'I accept the decision of the peop+e •••• I can only pray a blessing 

on my countr_y.' Judge this by any standard that you like and it 

still shows a bigness of s pirit which many of h is critics could 

emulate with great benefit both- to themselves and to Jamaica. i:t .Ard 
%mXKXX&KKQXquiet 

this axsmxnmxs/Dl acceptance of the will of the people is a measure . 

of how deep the roots of democracy have sunk here in Jamaica. And 

for this too, we owe as much to Manley as we do to Busta. They -

each in his own individual way - more than any other two men in 

modern Jamai ca have led in the nurturing and the shaping of 'this 

, 
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now strongly rooted Jamaican democracy . To deny Manley this because 

he has now been defeated, would be to r ewrite history in the way 

the communists do when their leaders fall from power and from 

grace . In a free Jamaica even Manley's political defeat should not 
and his party 

wipe out the great con~ribution he/made to his country . 

And when his party came to power they set a high standarg_ __ f'o r __ ,,,.. ,~-

hard work and for honest government •.. ~•• l.en~ :,11.1"0 tbsg ; a,, 

~er 1RY-elscd 1n &tt¥ chaPg& 1f 1111±£lf,t1'J11, o, hil'.be!'.Y , or- s@±ffiiie;: 

et-t,~~• ••ernue. I think they set a new pattern and high standard 

of' elective public service . 

They attracted much investment capital to Jamaica, though not 

everybody agrees that this foreign capital served the interests of 

Jamaica as fully as it could or should have . It is very likely that 

one of the reasons for their defeat was the fact that almost all tre 

new industries they attracted were sited in _the Corporate Area, thus 

bringing work only to the people in the metropdlis. 

One of their major achievements was -the great and amb1 tious 

educational programme which I hope will be continued and improved 

so that more rural children benefit. 

Possibly their greatest achievement - and one for which Manley 

was mainly responsible - was the great and good name they built 

up for Jamaica in the outside world, thus creating a good 1nvestmert. 

climate . Of course they had their failures, but in tpis moment of 

defeat, let us salute them for what they have- done and hope that 

the new government does better. - Goodnight . 
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No 400 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For transmission on 

' Monday April 16 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abeahams speaking 

Good evening: For all of ~ast week we have been so preoccupied 

with our own election and- itst aftermath. that we have had little or 

no time for what was going on in the outside wor ld. Certainly, I 

have· found myself hardly noticing' the news from the outside world. 

I do not t hink there was anyth ing wrong with t his. We were, all of 

us, intensely involved in what was after a11 the most important 

news in the world for Jamaica itself. But I t h ink we can now raise 

our heads once more and let our eyes sweep the wide horizons to see 

what has been going on in t ~e great wide world. 

Over in Geneva t he diarmament conference has bogged down, as 

I to l f you it would over a month ago, on the quest i on of inspection. 

The Western powers say that no disarmament agreement is worth the 

paper it 1s written on unless th~re can be a system of inspection 

which would make sure that no nation will build up its arms secretly, . 

while pretending to dis•arm. The West still recalls how a defeated 

Germany s ecretl y arm~d itself after t he first world war in spite 

of t he fact t ha t i t was not supposed to. And this, as we all know, 

led to the horrors of t he second world war. And so today t he West 

insist on inspecti on being part of any disaramament agreement with 
I 

the Russians. The Russians want a disarmament agr eement wi thout 

inspect i on . They say that a;ny i nspect i on system would be u sed to 

spy on Russia. I frankly .find this a ver y strange ar~iment . If the 

poJ.nt of a disarmament agreement i s to s ee t hat all nu clear weapon!3 
each 

are i n f act des troyed by bot h sides, then surel y min~ side~ should 

be entitled to make sure t hat t he other is keeping its side of t he 
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bargai n. And if both sides have nothing to hide, 1! neither side 

intends to gull a fast one, then they would both welcome inspecticn, 

provided it is fair . and ' equal to both. The Americans have declared 

themselves prepared to submit tp any fair and reasonable inspection 

system. The Russians have given a flat 'No'. And so I think a fair 
\ 

assumption is that the Russians feel t ~at t h ey will have something 

to hide, even after a disarmament agreement is signed .. And what is 

it that the Russians could want to h ide after a disarmament 

agreement that does not include inspection. The most obvious thing 

they would want to hide would be a s~ cret store of undestroyed 

atomic -weapons er else one or more places where these weapons could 

be made after the present stock has been destroyed. The Russian / 
\ 

refusal to agree to inspection can only make any impartial observer 

susp i cious of Russian motives and intentions. Certainly, the West 

would be reckleslly foolish if it agreed to destroy its own stock 

of weapons without being in a pos i tion to make absoluetly sure that 

the Russians have done exactly the same. Everything the West does 

is public propeb~y, carried out in tne full glare of publicity. WhEn 

i t launbhes a man into space or lets off a loud bang we all know 

about it because it is an open society. But what the Russians do is 

done 1n the darkness and the secrecy of t he closed society and we 

only know what t he Russians decide to tell us. And am they will not 
And so 

agree to inspection./ lhe world 1s nowin for a new period of nuclear 

testing and the most horrifying arms race in the history of mankin~ 

This is the greatest tragedy of our ~~. time: and the glory 

and t he beauty of our time is t hat men still live creatively, still 

. love and laugh and are happy• even in the shadow of the bomb. 

Goodnight. 
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No 401 l) Kennedy & Steel Pricee 
2) Algerian Refe•endum 
3) Kenya ConstAtution_ 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday April 17 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Apart from the failure ot the disarmament talks, 

three other events of importance took place on the international 

scene while we were preoccupied with our general election. First 

there was President Kennedy's maste5ful handling of the steel pri~e 

situation. 

One of America's bi&gest stall producers announced an increase 
a ton 

of_ six dollars on the price/of steel. This was followed 1n rapid 

-succession with other _steel firms ~ouncing similar incre·ases, unW. 

it looked as thoµgh the enti~e ateel 1nd~~try would add an additional 

six dollars to the cost of a ton of steel. 
I 

steel, as we all kno~, is one of the basic necestities o~ 

modern 11 ving, and it is more particularly so for a highly industriali1 

society _like that of the United States or Britain. The American 

army uses millions of tons of steel a year to arm its soldiers and 

give the~ the nec~ssary land, _sea and air transport. The American 

motor industry uses a massive amount of s~eel; so does the building 

industry . And so this increase in the price of steel would have set 

off an all~round price increase, touching t he lives of nearly every 

American citizen. Homes would have cost more: cars would have cost 
. 

more: buses and trains would have cost more and the increased cost 

would have been passed to the consumer 1n the form of higher fares,; 

plane fares would have gone up. And this would have been the case 

with everything in which steel is used• kn i ves and forks and spoors, 
' 

furniture and toys~ In fact, t h e entire American economy would have 
I 

been affected. The cost of supporting United States military forcEB 

both at h6me and abroad would have a-hot up fantastically, and in tra 
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end, as always, it would have been the poor American taxpayer who 

would have had to foot the bill for increased military costs. And 

so the AmericSJ;l citizen would have be~n penalised twice by the s1x 

dollar rise in the cost of a ton of steel: he would have been 

penalised as a consumer apd he would have been pen~lised as a tax 

payer. 

But then the P~esident stepped in and denounced the proposed 

increase in very strong language. But I do not think 1t was just hm 
,however strong, 

words/that stopped the increase. I am sure it was the American 

government's ann~uncement that it would not do business with any 

firm which put up -its prices. The u.s. government was too big a 

customer to offend and the President*s clear and sharp stand obviouil.y 

had the support of the nation, and so the steel interests backed 
• is 

down. I think tha~ as a result of this the President's popularity/ as 
as 

high today/h~s been that of any President of the United States. 

The second important event was Pre~ident De Gaulle's sweeping 

victory in the Algerian referendum. This showed that the people of 

France had accepted the hard fact that Algeria is Algerian, not 
and endorsed 

French. W~th this single f~ct the people of .France have accepted/ 

the reality of the end of French imperialism. It took them seven 

years of bitter war to learn but they learned. 
, 

Finally, the Kenya constitutional conference ended in a kind of 
the future success of which looks very doubtful to me, 

agreement/xJ11U.11xb:t:ar~~linrtaxfwi, but I will tell you more about 

when I have all the facts sorted out and when I know a litt-le more 

of Jomo Kenyatta' plarul and t h inking. Goodnight. 
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No 402 

NE.WS COMV..ENTARY 
For transmission on 

About People 

Wednesday April 18 at 6.15 p.m. 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Let us talk about people, rather than politics 

for a change. And let us begin with the boy who came back to life. 

In\ South Africa last week, a car ran into a nine•year•o~d boy 

and hit him with such force that it tossed him into the air. The 

, boy dropped to the ground like a saek of potatoes, limp and lifeleS!. 

Fortunately, the car in front of the one which knocked down the 

boy was driven by a doctor who had a nurse travelling with him. It 

was the n~rse, looking back through the rear window, who saw the 

accident. She toid the doctor about it. He stopped his car, jumped 

out and ran back to the spot where xxua the boy lay. As the 

doctor examined him he realised that there was no life in the boy: 

the boy•~ he~rt was not beating; the boy was not breathi ng. The boy 

was dead. 

But instead of accepting the fact of death, the doctor hit the 

boy on the chest with the outside e<ige of the flat of his hand. , 

For five minutes that must have seemed an eternity1 the doctor kept­

hitting the little boy. ·.And then the young heart began to flutter 

and to pump blood and the boy began to breathe agai~. And by the . 

time an ambulance arrived the nine-year-old boy, Christo Viviers; 

~ was on his feet and strongly -alive. The miracle here was in the 
-

timing. If the doctor had arrived on the scene only three minutes 

later than he did, it would have been impossible to bring t~e boy 

back to life. If any~human being _stops breathing for three minutes, · 

t h e lack of oxygen caus'es ,such great pressure on the brain that 

it is damaged beyong repair a~d d~ath is certain. So that doctor 
' 

must have l eft his car, dashed to the boy and started hitting him \ 
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within three minutes of the boy being struck by the car. And becaure 

of this one in a million ch3nce of a -·doctor being on the spot at 

the moment of the accident, a boy who should have been dead is alive 

today. And still there are people who say that miracles do not 

happen xmu~ any more . They do; all the time and all about us. The 

trouble is that we do not recognise them very often. So let us try 

to stop being hard-faced and cynical and see and recognised the 

miracles that happen all about us all the time. If we do we will fm:l 

that life is richer than it seems and ~•m~x• that human beings can 

be pretty wonderful as well as being ugly. 

And talking about ugliness brings me to the goings-on El of 

possibly the most beautiful woman in the world today - that is, as 

far as looks are concerned. One newspaper described this woman as 

'the hollow woman with one of the world's most breath-taking spells'. 

She is Miss Elizabeth Taylor, the Hollywood actress who at the age 

of thirty last week got rid of her fourth husband as a sort of hopeful 

preparation for hooking husband number five. The fact that she took 

- husband number four, singer Eddie Fisher, from an adoring wife and 

children did not pr.event her from dumping him without compunction 

when she wanted a change. The suffering she causes o~hers does not 

seem to mean a thirig to this fantastically beautiful woman. I only 

hope that Mr. Richard Burton, who also has a wife and two children, 

and who was happily married ~ntil Miss Taylor went after him, I on]¥ 

hope he has the good sense to see what lies beneath that very 

beautiful shell. It often happens that the most terribly destructive 

moral ugliness is found in some of the most beautiful and some of 

the most charming people who generally dazzle us into forgetting 

tg:P'ttr:al beautydand real charm are not just on the surface : they ae n -~:neart. an of he mind . Goodnight . 
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No tc,3 The Russiand Skips & the Electi on Results 

NEWS COMY.LEliTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Apr il 19 at 6.15p .m 
Peter Abraha ms speaking 

Good eveni ng : Did the presence of two Russian,i ships in Kings1D n 

Harbour swing the elections in favour of the J amaica Labour Party en 

Tuesday of last week? In a statement yesterday Mr . Manley said 

it did . He accused the Jamaica Labour Party _of using the preeenge 

of the Russian ships in Kingston Harbour to spread ' fear and 
, 

confusion throughout the country, espec ial,ly in the rural areas . 

And he said that thi s accounted for t he sudden swing away from the 

P.N . P . in the last few days befo~e voting . 

There is no doubt that attempts were made to use the presence 

of the Russian ships as anti•P . N. P . propaganda, especially in the 

Corporate Area . D.lring the wealmnd before voting Kingston itself 

buzzed with rumours and I myself headd at least one loudspeaker 

van blaring out that the P .N.P. had brought t he Russian ships 

here to enslave Jamaicans o I do no t know if the same sort of thing 

happened in t he countryside, but I myself have no evidence to 

suggest that it either did tor did not happen . But I do not think 
~ I 

that is the impoTtant point . The bi~ question is whether the preeenee 

of the Russian ships , and the- attempts to use them as propaganda, 
I 

really influenced the -results of the election. I frankly -do not 

think they did . I t hink a few people here and there may have been 

pureuaded to change their vote but I think the overall pattern was 

already set . I think that if there had been no Russian ships at 

all the election results would have been the same . I think all the 

evidence po i nts i n that direction. 

A little over a month before the elections one of our scholars 

from the un ivers ity, an objective and distinguishe~ research man ~ 
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conducted a survey throughout the country . This man's sympathies 

were, if anywhere, on the side of the P . N.P. But like the· good 
-

scholar he is, he did not allow sympathies to blind him, and he 
I ' 

, 

came up with the prediction that the P.N . P. was likely to lose 

the election . And this was long before there were any Russian ships 

in the H~~our . And then ther~ is the result of last year's 

referendum . The el~ction results followed so closely the pattern 

of the referendum results that I think we must concede that the 

country had made up its mind long before the arrival of the Russian 
-

ships . So althoush I am prepared to go along some way with Mr . 

Manley by agreeing that attempts were made, in the Corporate Area 

at least, to use the presence of the Russian ships for political 
. ' 

propaganda against the P . N.P ., I rrru.st also go along with Sir 

Alexander Bust amana e and Mr . Sangster when they say the presence 

of the Russian ships had nothing to do with the results of the 

elections . That , to me , seems to be the factual aspect of the 

picture . All the other, the denunciations and counter denunciation~ 

are part of the tough, virile in~fighting of a healthy two-party 
-

system. What I do hope is that: in thi~ in- fighting the parties 
. 

will not sell the people of Jamaica short . The electorate are not 

sheep, to be led blindly even in t heir own interests . They have 
~ 

shown in recent years a perception and an indepndence of thought 

and choice which I think both parties should note with care . Indeed, 

I think now is as good a time as any for both the vtctor and the 

vanquished to carefully re- examine their relations wi t .h the people 

in the light of this new spirit of independence within the people . 

Goodnight. 
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No 404 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

The Parable of Mass John 

Friday April 20 at 6 . l5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: As usual at this time of the year, I have made 

up a little Easter parable; and as usual, I leave it up to you 

to read your own' meaning into this par~ble . This year my parable is 

about the good man, Mass John . 

Like most Jamaicans , Mass John was bo·rn in a small village way , 

up in the hills . The village had no runni~g water, no electric 

lights, no clinic, no schools . The women and children of the 

village had to walk more than a mile to get their water . The children 

had to walk three miles t6 get to the nearest school, and that schoo l 

had only one untrained teacher who had to cope with something like 
/ 

300 children . Life was hard and young John felt all of its hardness : 

the long walks · to get water and kindling and the longer walks to --am. 
' 

from school . But life also had its joys : the joy and wonder of 

learning to read and write in spite of the odds, the joy of flying a 

home- made kite, of racing with his friends, of going with a bunch 

of boys in the season and ~ mangoes for the hell of it . And 

so he grew up like any other yo~ng Jamaican : knowing both the bittaneE 

of poverty and the sweet joys of the sunkissed beauty of his land . 

And because he was a little more sensitive than his fellows, he 

noticed things a little more; ahd he decided that when he became a 

man he would pull himself out of the poverty around him and also 

help pull up his fellow citizens of the village . 

When he was nineteen John left his native village and no one 

heard about him for years . But they all remembered him : they talked 

about his- will ingness and his sweetness and his helpfulness as he 

grew up among themo And they wished him well whereveef he was and 
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some of them wondered among themselves whether he would ever come 

back to his native village . And so more years passed. 

And then suddenly one day, more than ten years later , he turnfil 
· Joe 

up in the little village square, and Old one•eyed XIUUl who ran 

the little village rumshop and store recognised him straightaway . 

He was older and a little rounder in the body but he was the same 

John. The big difference was that the boy who had gone away barefooi9d 
-

now drove a big shiny car and wore fine city cl othes and looked and 

behaved like a rich man . But he was as friendly and kind- hearted as 

he had been as a youth and he showed this b~ buying free drinks for 

everybody . John had come home and somehow everybody called him Mass 
_ plain 

John from that day on. It just seemed wrong to call him/John . There 

was something new about him that made it impossible for anybody to 

be completely free and familiar . 

Within months things started happening . Politics came to the 

village; running water and a sound-system came, electricity came. 

Mass John built a n~w store that put old one•eyed Joe out 'of business. 

A school was built and there were new roads . How Mass John made 

these .--things happen was a mystery t o the people of the village. But 

he certainly made them happen. At first one or two of the older 

people tried to ask him but Mass John friendly face suddenly became 

distant and so the people stopped asking . And then, as time passed, 
-

an odd thing happened . Children stopped going to the new school; oJd 

one eyed Joe started his rumshop again and everybody shopped there,. 

_Hardly anybody went to Mase John's fine store or l istened to his 
a bitterly disappointed 

sound system. At last/,Mass John call his yardboy and demanded'What~ 

the matter with these people?' The yardboy said: 'Them say it is 

the way you give, sah'. Goodnight. 
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No 405 

NEdS COMMENTARY -
For transmission on 

1) Jamaican Beauty Spots & 
Public Access -

2) Water Conservation 

Saturday April 21 at ,6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

My familj:i:J and in Portland & st. Thomas 
Good evening: /I spent a few days/ this week. The children are 

cu. ,- fc~. 
on holiday from school, we have not had a holiday in years, and so 

~ '~ 

I simply had to give in or else face the kind of atmosphere that 

wears any father down. But I was very glad I went because it save 

me a chance to get a first-hand impression of the post-election 

atmosphere outside the Coporate Area. Kingston, when I left, was 

rife with speculation, with uncertainty, with joy - and almost 

every other range of political and personal emotion: some people 

behaved as though a new ag~ had dawned while others behaved as 

though the world was coming to an end. And so it was refreshing 

to leave Kingston and move among people who were calm and relaxed 

and free of all post-election. fever. In St. Thomas, in a little 

village, we saw two little stores facing each other across a 
I 

narrow street: one sported a P.N.P. poster and the other a J.L.P. 
' poster. And the owner of one store went across to the other to 

beg a piece of ice to serve his customers: he got it and they were - . 

friendly and amiable and I thought Kingston and St. Andrew could 

learn a lot from that little example. And I saw many such examples 

wherever we went. 

Another striking thing, and I do hope the government that 

assumes power on Tuesday will do something about it, was the evidence 

of the relation of the shortage of water and the abuse of the land. 

Travelling on that narrow bridge across the dried up Yallahs river 

is one of the most depressing sights in all Jamaica for me. Once, 

before the forests had been cut down and the hillsides fired, that 

river had never been dry. It had beeri steadily fed by the ~ 

., 
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slow trickling water from the ~ Mountains; and all the land 

around had been rich and fertile, with never a sign od drought . Toqay, 

because of our wanton destruction of tree and bush in search of 

quick returns, the river is dry and the land is parched. And when 

it rains the water comes rushing down, flooding the river and carry.hg 

valuable a% topsoil down to the sea . And this is the pattern wherever 
this 

the land has been abused . Stopping :tiuula is not going to be easy er 

quick . A lot of hard conservation work will have to be done over a 

long time if we are to restore Jamaica's title as the land of wood 

and water rather than the land of floods and droughts . I know it \tdll 

be a great temptation for the new government to concentrate on 

measures which will sqow quick and immediate results. That was 

implicit in their election promises. But land i s - so important, both 

immediately and for t he long- term future of Jamaica, that it would 
" 

be a tragedy to ignore it, or to tackle it in a halfhearted manner. 

Conserving the Jamaican earth so that it should. feed the Jamaican 

people is an urgent national problem which should be treated as 

above party. It is a matter of national survival. 
/ 

Finally, on the way to Port Antonio we stopped at the Blue HoJe, 

that breathtakingly beautiful spot, and then I discovered that it 

was a private members club set- up. I have nothing against private 

members clubs, and this one did say that visitors were welcome on 

payment of a small fee . But I do feel that certain national beauty 

- spots should belong to the nation and should be enjoyed by all its 

citizens, no matter how high or low, rich or poor . And I felt that 

the Blue Hole was one such spot . It 1s ~he sort of places where busloac 

of school ehildren should be taken to marvel and to fall in love wffl:l -

the rare and delicate beauty of thei~ country. Goodnight. -
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No 406 Good Human Relations Week 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on . 
Monday April 23 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I hope you have all had a most restful and happy 

long Easter weekend, and that you all feel refreshed for tomorrow's 

workaday world. And since it is still F.aster Monday, let us skip 

politics and political strife , and talk about human relations instead. 

Today is observed throughout most of the world as the first dl:f' 

of 'Good Human Relations Week'. In the year 1955 the good human 

relations' week was established, and the last week in Apri.l was chosen 

as the one week in the year when all human beings in the world are 

called upon to make an extra effort, and a conscious effort, to 

imp-rove the human and personal and busj_ness relations between ' each 
\ 

man or woman and hie o~ her:,fellow human beings . This yea~, for the 

first tim~ since this U.No inspired movement started, Jamaica is 

taking part. The Jamaica Christian Council, the Jamaica Boy Scouts 

Association, the Jamaica Pioneer Guild, the Jamaica Junior Chamber, 

and a whole host of other civic bodies are taking part in this 

effo~t to promote good relations between man and man . Each day thae 
J 

will be a motto urging all of us to concentrate on one aspect of 

good human relations; and there wilYbe a publicity campaign going 
I 

on all through the week. 

As a background to this effort let us try and define just what 
I 

we mean by good human relations. As we have seen recently in the 

rather silly post office affair, there is a great deal of downright 

ignorance about good human relations. Some of those postal clerks 

obviously thought it was good human relations for the postmen to 

call them M1As and ·Mister while they themselves were free to call 

the postmen John or Tom or whatever their names wereg And we can 
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multiply this example of ignorance about good human relations by 

recalli ng the casual and careless treatment civil s ervants in 

poet offices and tax offices give members of the general public -

especially if these members of the general public are poor and 

humble people . Or we -can recall the off•hand manner of som~ shop 

a.seista.nts, or of receptionists who make ordinary citizens wait 

while they make up their pretty faces or have chats with their 

friends . There is a whole world of rudeness by most members of 

the m1ddleclasses to people whom they regard as their economic or 

educational inferiors. And nine times out of ten the so- called 

lower classes become rude because they have · been treated with 

casual rudeness by the so•called better classes . And this, I think, 

is at the root of the bad human relations that exist in Jamaica . 

So how do we overcome this? I think the baslc principle we 

have to accept is that every human being is the equal of every ~ther 
personal 

in human dignity. If we accept the proposition that no man's/digni'ff 

should be reduced because of class, colour, education or the job he 

does or the money he earns, then I think we will be well on the 

way ·~o building genuinely good human relations in Jamaica. If we 

respect the digni'ty of all men, including our own, then we will give 

to all men the thoughtful and court•ous respect we demandof them. 

I think all the other virtues• good manners, tolerance and under• 

standing, helpfulness, appreciation - all these are based on and 

stem from a basic respect for the dignjty of all human beings • 
./ 

Respect for human dignity is the cornerstone of all good human 

r elations. So let ue make a start by seeing good human relations week 

in this light, and make it part of our everyday life for all t he 

years that l ie ahead. Goodnight. 
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No 407 The New Government 

' NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday April 24 at 6.lSp.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: A new Government took office in Jamaica today • 
• 

We all know it, and I think we all tend to take it as matter of 

course: one party, the People's National Party, has been voted out 

of office and another party, the Jamaica Labour Party, has been 

voted into office, and so a new govern~ent was sworn in today. All 

this is ordinary, normal and routine. In five years' time the people 

of Jamaica will again go to the polls and will again vote, either 

to put this government back into office or else to replace it. The 

pattern is clearcut and to many of us - esp~cially the younger 

people - this is how it is and will probably always be; and there 

is no need to fuse about it. 

And yet, you know, it is not all ae normal and ordinary and 

ineyitable as it seems. That it is so, that we can have a change of 

government without our former leaders being killed or imprisoned, 

without civil war, revolution or a blood-bath; that one party can 

replace another 1n power without thousands of people having to flee 
, 

the country or go into hiding or be put on trial for the crimes of 

a past government, this, in our day and age and in our location, is 

a pretty wonderful thing. And I think it is something we should 

think about and always bear in mind. 

To realise just how wonderful this is all we have to do is to 

look around at some of our nearest neighbours. In Cuba, just ninety 

miles away they had to fight a full scale war in order to change 

their government: and today there is no room for an · oppoeition parv 

which could be an alternative government. In the Dominican Republjo 

they -had to murder the iron man in order to break hie power and force 
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a change of government, and the aftermath of this is a situation 

of profound political instability . In Hai ti when the previous · 

President fell he had to move fast to get out of the country before 

his enemies got him . And in all these countries today, whether t4Ef" 

call themselves leftwing or rightwing or what you will , there is no 

room fo~issent: no opposition party is permitted to challenge the 
I 

party in power . And if you are a citizen of these countries, you 

either go along with the men in power or keep quiet . If you express 

your opposition, if you work for a change of government you can and 
I 

most likely will be jailed or shot . This is the situation in three 
,. 

out of the five countries that make up the i -slands of the Greater 

Antilles . Only in Jamaica and in Puerto Rico do the people enjoy 

the freedom to choose and change their governments by. free · and 

secret ballo.t: only in these two islands are the opposition parties 

free to criticise the party in power and to campaign actively for 

its defeat by peaceful and constitutional means . 

And so it seems to me )hat today, as a new government, chosen 

by tbe will of the majority, takes power in Jamaica , we should • ~JIJlllil 
give a little 
axxx%tt:axsnua thought to this most important of all our liberties . 

Certainly, the citizens of very few newly emergent independent 

countries in either Africa; Asia, Latin America or the islands of 

the seas can boast of having the same degree of genuine political 

liberty as have the people of this country. And that is no ordinary 

or commonplace thing . Our new -government must preserve and extend 
enrich it with 

this great liberty and gxux~nxoq■aan&ll1 bread and homes and 

work for the poor because poverty is still the greatest enemy of 

freedom. Goodnight. 
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No 408 The Unity of the Christian Church 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday April 25 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking ., 

Good evening: When most of us think of the word revolution , we 

think of -violence: we think of guns arid planes and tanks and political 

systems . And if called upon to give examples the · stud.ent of history 

is likelj to mention the French Revolution, the stuqent of social 

change is likely ·to mentiqn the Russian and the Chinese revolution~ 

and the young student obsessed with ~mperialism and independence is 

likely to talk about the Afr ican revolution and of. the Cuban 

revolution. These are of course all true examples of different 

types of revolutions. And the one thing they all have in common is 

that physical upheaval - the violent overthrow of some government, 

the forceful taking of political power by some colony from the 
\ 

imperial countr y - the physical factor is the strongest and most 

pronounced. And if anybody wanted to quibble about these violent 

examples they could. say with justice that before revolutionary action 

14 possible t here nrust first be revo lutionary thought . In other word s 

man t hinks befores acts, and before he can act out a revo lut io he 

mu s t think it out fi~st. This of cqt.tr~e assumes that he is not utte:ly 
. ~ ~ r4-~ ~ 

irresponsible . t:J-se"d in this primary · sensa, we could say t hat any 

revolution pe~supposes a basic and radical change in t hinking . 

And if we accept the proposition that all revolutions ~egin · in 
today . 

thought then I think we are/witnessing one of the most important am 

one of the most profound revolutions in the· history of mankind. And 

yet, you know, many of us seem to xaxiexmt • aaa be utterly unaware 

of this great revolution in the making. And I think the reason why1t1e 

have missed it is because for some odd reason we do not assoc i ate 

the Chris t ian Chur ch with r evolution. We have arrived at a position 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

where we Just do not associate Christianity or the Christian Church 

with any kind of radicalism. And yet you know, the whole history of 

the world would have been different without Christianity. Christianity 

has been the most revolutionary single agent in. the shaping of the 

world into what it is tod~y. Of course there have been times when it 

has been less revoluntionary ' than at others; and there have been 

times when it has been downright reactionary - but it has never been 

a basically conservative force. And I think that we are today on 11:e 
, 

threshold of a great new revolu~1onary from Christianity which is 

likely to remake the face of our world once more. 

I am sure yo~ have all heard something at least of the new 

wave of talk about the re-uniting of the Chruch of Christ. Protestant 

groups have come together to try and work out their differences: an 

Ang_lican Archbishop was warmly received by the Pope; and in his 

Easter message the -Pope blessed all men, without exception. All 

these are very significant pointers of the great movement towards 

~he unity of all the Christian denominations throughout the world. 

And 13'ope John, one of the greatest P,rinces the Catholic Church has 

ever known, is the central figure of this great unity movement. If 

the day comes - and to me tt now seems certain to come - when the 

Christian Church is re-united and there is only one Church of Christ 
the Church ' 

on earth,/** will once more become the greatest single power on earth 

with a worldwide comrm.mity of a thousand million members. And no 

President and no Premier in all the world will be able to defy itx. 

XlllDI To me this is the most important revolution in the making today. 

Goodnight. 
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No 409 l)The New Cabinet 
2) The University 

NE.WS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday April 26 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Our new government has now been 1nstall~d and 

the new Ministers have taken over their jobs . I think one of the 

most striking things about the new government is its youth . The 

average age of Jamaica's new Cabinet is forty~eight years . At a 

quick guess , and without the figures to check it, I should say this 

is about ten years younger than the average age of the last Cabinet . 

Six ·of the Ministers in the new government are in. their thirties : 

three are in their forties; ·three are in their fi f ties: and but 

for Mr . Ashenheim's sixty- one years and Sir Alexander ' s seventy- e_ight, 

the average age of the Cabinet would have been even younger than 

the youthful forty- e i ght; So, basically, this is a government of 

young men . It should therefor e also be a government of boldness 

and of experiment which are the hallmarks of youth . And it is just 

sufficiently bal·anced with age and e~perience for the boldness and 

experimentation not to get out of hand . 

But let me repeat my warn&ng once more that it would be neither 

fair to Jamaica nor to the new Government to expect overnight 

miracles . It is going to take time for the new government to settle 

down and familiarise itself and work out its plans for the future; 

and of course it always takes a little time for those plans to bear 

fruit ·. So we have all got to be patient and we have all got to 

pull our weight . The Jrice of prosperity will always be hard work . 

Now for a work about the university : -and while I think of it, 

may I protest bitterly against that ugly monstrosity that some 

journalists are trying to make fashionable: the U.W. I j Since Dr . 

Lewis' press conference yesterday I have heard a number of references 
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to this thing called the u .w.I . It sounds downright ugly and I think 

that in this case this form of shorthand is unnecessary . The Univenlty 

College of the West Indies was a bit of a mouthful and so there was 

some justification for the shortening to u.c.w. I. And in any case 

U. C.W.I . was a much more pleasant sounding series of letters than 

U.W.I . But the University of the West Indies is not such a mouthf\il. 

and I frankly do not see the need for this particular type of ugly 

shortening of it. The people of London are not so mentally ' lazy that 

the must say U.L. for the University of London; o~ the· people of 

New York as to .talk about the U. N. Y. when they ~ean the University 

o~ New York . I think we can comfortably say the ·university of the 

West Indies the first time and when we have to repeat it we can 

simply say the university instead of the ugly u.w . I . Once during 

the war when the craze for initials and Jargonese was at its heigh~ 

Sir Winston Churchill, a master of the use of words, had . some very 

harsh things to say about this bad habit. I wish he were here to tell­

us off for our te.ndencies in that direc t ion. 

Anyway, Dr . Lewis forecasts more research and more post-graduate 

work now that our university is independent; and he also predicts a 

rise in standards. Dr. Lewis also aaid he approved of the establishing 

of colleges of the university in Trinidad and Barbados . And so, as 

Jamaica and the other islands move towards a new polit~cal statue, 

the university do es so too . I expect the university to contribute 

even more to West Indian life and thought in the future than it did 

in the past. More than any other body it nn.ist be the guardian of tre 

educational and 1ntellect'ial standrds, and of the intellectual 

liberties of t ~ ~West Indian islands in independence. 

Goodnight . 
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No 410 Resumption of Nuclear Testing 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday April 27 at 6.l5p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

. 
Good eve~ing: It was as far back as Monday, April 16th, that· 

I told you I was convinced the disarmament talks would end in failure 

and that we would see a new rou~d. of nuclear testing. Well, on Wednes• 

day · or this week the new round of testing began when the United 

States exploded a nulcear weapon off Christmas island in the Paciflc. 

It is very cold comfort to me to know that what I predicted has now 

come to pass. I would have preferred to have been proved wrong. I 
; 

would have been very h~ppy if events had so worked out that I had 1D 

eat my words. But from the very start of -the Geneva conference it 

was clear to any student of intemational affairs that the chances 

of success were really slender . And by the time I made my predictia:i, 

roughly halfway through the conferences, it was clear that the whole 

thing was hopeless. It 1.s true that after that ·we had a short spell 

when everything suddenly looked hopeful. A group of neutral nations 

came up with a compromise proposal which looked so hopeful that 

the Russian and American delegates actually settled down to drfating . , 

a preamble for a disarmament treaty . The entire conference accepted 

this draft ·on the 17th of April, the day after I had made my 

prediction of failure. But there was disagreemertt between Russia 

and America on one paragraph and as far as I was concerned that was 
\ . 

the end of it, because this paragraph dealt with the question of 

inspection . And I knew it did not matter how it was phrases, whether 

they used the word 'verification' or the word 'control' and hedged 

it around by saying it would be purely scientific and nonepolitical, 

or whether they said this 'verification' would be carried out by 

neutrals - I knew that once the Russians came up against ·t his~ 
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point of inspection they would dig in their heels . And that is Just 

what happened . And all the world's sudden wave ,of optimi sm and hope 

was -brought to nothing . And so, in the face of this failure the 

United States let off its latest bomb on Wednesday . The Russians 

have threatened that if the Americans resumed nuclear testing they 

will do the same and so I repeat what I said .on the 16th : we are n(){ 
' in for a new round of massive bangs which coul~ pollute the air we 

breathe and the food we gro• and the fish in the sea . It may take a 

long time to see and effects of this polution but that there will 

be some effect is generally agreed . And it is this knowledge that 

makes the appeal of Bertrand Russell and _his followers so powerful. 

And yet you know, for these demonstrations and appeals to ~e really 

effective they must carry the same weight with both sides. If you had 

in~ide Russia the same demonstrations against nuclear testing as yru 

have inside Britain and the United States then I think these 

demonstrations might have been more likely to influence the trend 

of events. As it is the only~ 'ban t he bomb' protests are in the 

West and all the pressure, even from the neutralists seems to b~~ 

concentrated on the West. And it is a simple fact t hat the Russians 

have exploded ·more and bigger bombs than the West . So you see the 

' mess. Since the Russians do not want an agreement which can be 

enforced, the Americans must either make sure of their nuclear strengt1 
themselves and 

or else hand/the world over to the Russians . This is the stark and 

tragic reality behind Wednesday's big bang off Christmas Island. 

Goodnight. 
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) Bus to Palisadoes 
) A Way to end Diesel .Eh.gine Smoke 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday April 28 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrah~ma speaking 

Good evening : I wonder how many listeners, if any, still remet:>er 

the comments I made on the difficulties of getting to the airport . 

If you do not remember, that ls allright . I made these comments a 

long time ago , way back on the 9th of January and we are now near 

the end of April. At · that time I told you of a listner who had 

received a notice to say that there were two parcels for her at the 

airport . Th1s l i s tener was a working woman, and as with -the major1W 

of Jamaicans the family did not have a car, and so this listEEEr 

· had somehow to find her way to the airport and back in her lunch 

hour. After trying everything else, this listener finally had to 

hire a cab to go to the airport to collect two small parcels and 

be back at her place of work before .her lunch hour was up . It cost 

this listener thirty sh illings. And it was after this costly 

experience that she got in touch with me, and I told. you about ' it . 

And at the time I told you that this listener was · no is~lated 

example . She was representative of a large n~mber of p~ople for 

whom getting to the pirport was a long and costly business. 

Well, I am recalling all this tonight because I want to pay 

a particularly warm tribute to the Jamaica Omnibus Service Company 

on behalf of that particular listener whose problem I raised and 

on behalf of all those other people who- do not have cars and who are 
< r 

not well-off and for whom getting to the airport was a real hardshjp 

up to as recently as Tuesday of this week. 

On Wednesday morning all their troubles _ended when the new 

J.o.s. bus service to the jczi:x K airport came into operation. Now 

they can get to and from the airport reasonably quickly and reasonil:iy 
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, 
cheaply. And so a grateful thank you to the J.o.s. for responding 

to an urgent public need. 

Another subject on which I have talked often has been the foul 

amadt■ thick black smoke from the exhausts of trucks and bussee -

mainly those that use diesel fuel • . All of us have at one time or 

another been behind some truck or country bus~, wrapped in a ~ioud 

of choking ·thick black smoke. This is a poison which pollutes the 

atmosphere and damages•• the health of anybody who is continuously 

exposed to it. I think everybody. including the operators of trucks • 

and country busses, agree that this is a nasty business which shouJd 

be got rid of. The problem was what to do, how to get rid of it. 

Of course you get hardly any foul smoke from a new truck or bus, ., bu:. 

who can change their truck or bus every two years? And to _go in for 

the kind of regular_ service that will keep down smoke is a pretty 
. . garage 

costly business:/service charges are high. But now I think an -ecom,m1 

way out 1e possible, and I am indebted to Mr. Dougall of the Tropical 

Gas Company for the 1nformationJ which is contained in the trade 

journal Butane-Propane News. This reports that for the past few 

years experiments haye shown that by mixing the ordinary kind of gas 

that we use for cooking with the diesel fuel, exhaust smoke from 

trucks and bueses can be cut very drastically. The installation 
· . and inexpensi~e 

see·ms to be a very simple/operation. I would strongly suggest that 

that those firms using a large number of trucks as we·11 as operators 

of smoky country buseee, look into this idea. It would beaver~ 

g~eat boon to all of us if this process is found to be cheap enough 

and effective enough and the foul black smoke of diesel exhausts 

is forever banished from t he face of Jamaica. 

Goodnight. 
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No 412 The Russian Ships & Jamaica at the U. N. 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday April 30 at 6.15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking _ 

Good evening: I think there 1s one important aspect o• the 

current debate on Russian~ ships in Kingston Harbour which we seem 

to have ignored up to now . So far we have only discussed the 

presence of the Russian ships in terms of whether they did or did 

not have any effect on the results of our general election .: and as 

you know, charges and counter~charges are flying about furiously at 

this moment . On Friday of last week , and still concerned mainly 

with the local .political scene, Bir Alexander Bustamante announced 

that two more Russian ships are due hera some time in the first 

half of May. Sir Alexander made it clear that permission for these 

ships to enter our Harbour was given by the previous gover_nment. 
on 

But While t~e previous government had allowed the sailors/nn the 

two earlier s hi ps to _go ashore, Sir Alexander said those who are 

due 1n -May would not be allowed to go ashore. He also said that 

the -ships will not be allowed to take on any st~res other than fuel , 

water and medical ·suppl1es. In other wards, they will not be 

permitted to buy stores of foodstuff . 

So we have the picture looking something like this: The previa.s 

government gave permission for two Russian research ships to :i:mm 

enter our Harbour, allowed the Russian sailors ashore and placed 
of food 

no rest rictions on _whatever stocks/the Russians wanted to buy. This ,, 
_government, on the other hand, is only allowing the Russians to 

enter our harbour because they do not w.ant to go back on a promise 

made by the previous government. But to show their disapproval 

they are no t allowing any Russians ashore and they are not alatrW1ng 

the Rus sians t o buy f ood. If the point is to show that this governm.en1 
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"--

intends to be more thorough-going in its anti•communist stand than 
-

the previous government, then the point is well made. 

But here we run up against tbe tricky..new factor we do not seem 

to have taken into consideration. As from August 6th we are going 

to handle our own foreign relations and we are going to have relati::> ns . 

both with states whose ideologies we approve of and states whose 

ideologies we detest, and the way we handle these relations is goi~ 

to have considerable importance for ~ur own interests. So let us 

look at the Russian ship business from that point of view. 

Now that we have decided not to sell them food the Russians mlif' 

not send their ships here in May. They may decide instead to go 1n1D 

a United States port for their fuel, food, water and medical supplies. 

And the Americans will let them have the stuff and the Americans wm 
internatioria.l 

probably allow their sailors ashore because this is normal/practice. 

But the matter does not end there. The Russians, if they want to, 

can take most effective reprisals against us for denying them this 

normal oou,!rtesy. The Russians have the power to veto any applicatm 

for membership to the United Nat~ons. So they can hit back at us by 

vetoing our membership. I am not saying tney will do this: I hope 

they do not. The big point is that they can, if they want to. And if 
• they do decide to veto our membership then there is very little we<r . 

our friends can do about it. · 

And the moral of this is that we will have to think a lot more 

carefully. before we aot in an independent Jamaica than we did in a 
9~ 

colonial Jamaica. ·If we don't we may-ourselves into a whole heap of 
r 

serious and unnecessary trouble, especialiy in international affaim. 

Goodnight. 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



... 

No 413 The First Governor-General 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday *p:ti:Ma.y 1 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking ,,--

Good evening: Speculation is an important part of the human 

condition. When man has ~ot got all the information or all the 

knowledge he would like to have on some important topic of the 

day he is aa likely to take the little iaformation he does have and 

use it as the basis for a wider speculative picture. So let-us do 

a little speculation on who is likely to be Jamaica's first Governor­

General. But in order :.tx to speculate with any degree of intelligence 

we must have a basis of fact, otherwise we are not Speculating but 

guessing rather wildly. So what are the facts on which we can 
. 

speculate. First, quite some time ago, Sir Alexander Bustamante 

said that he would be the first native Jamaican occupant of King's 

House. More recently, without actually committing himself, he said 

that he had occupied all the posts that he said he would: -he was 

Jamaica's first Bhief Minister under universal adult suffrage and 
Now I hae 

we will be Jamaica's first Prime Minister in independence. JlaXllOlle 

ia an additional bit of new information which is not public properv, 

but which strengthens this point even more. The story is that the 

· Premier has asked th~ Governor to stay on at King's House beyond · 

August 6th so that the Premier will have a little more time to 

complete his plans . So much for the base of tentative fact: now 

for the speculation. 

My guess is that Sir Kenneth Blackburne will serve out this 

year at King's House. But I should be very surprised indeed -if he 

stayed on much beyond the end of this year. Sir Kenneth has worked · 

extremely hard and I think he would welcome a well-earned long rest. 

I don't think you need me to tell you what a fine job he has done, 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

especially in arousing the public conscience on behalf of the less 

priveleged sections of this society . Operation Friendship, the 

Campaign for a Better Jamaica and a host of other good works were 

inspired by this very good man. But you all know this. In his own 

quiet and unassuming_ X&J: and always friendly way he has done much · :ftr 

Jamaica. But I think he is now ready to hand over. So, if as seems 

likely, Sir Kenneth Boes .stay till the end of the year, he will in 

fact be Jamaica's first Governor-General for a brief period of five 

to six months and then a Jamaican will take over. 

At the moment the hottest tip is ·that Sir Alexander himself 

will then take over King's House . But there are real problems here. 

Constitutionally the Governor-General will have a great deal of 

influence but very little actual power when it comes to real 

decision- making at the political level. If Sir Alexander goes to 

King's Hou~e he will have to give up his leadership of the Jamaica 
\ 

Labour Party and hie seat im parliament. To whom will heh~ the 
- J. 

leadership of the party? I think to a very large extent the question 

of tne succession will decide Sir Alexander's future action . If he 

is satia ified that the party will hold together without hi eaderehip 

if he can be sure that ·there will be no destructive power struggle , 

that his nominee as the new leader of the party would be accepted 

by the J.L.P. hieracblly, then I think he might be tempted to go to 

King's House and what does in effect amount to retirement from active 

politics. But there are many and very big 'ifs' and anyone of these 

could prevent Sir Alexander's move to King's House. 

Goodnight. 
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No 414 

NEW'S COMMENTARY 

The Future of the P . N.P -
in and out of Parliament 

For transmission on 
Wednesday May 2 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Last night I speculat•d on whether Sir Alexander 
' 

Bustamante would be the first Governor- General of an independent 

Jamaica : and I ended up~ a list of big 'ifs' any of which could 

prevent him •fr~m moving to King's House - that is if he does in fact. 

want to go there . Of course, Kingston itself is rife with a great 

deal of speculation . In ·~me place the big point of conversation -is 

whether Mr . Ashenheim will become Prime Minister if S~r Alexander 

goes to King ' s House; in others the point of speculation is whether 

Mr. . Seaga is likely to become possibly the youngest Prime Minister 

in the world : and so it goes . But of course the speculation is not 

confined only to the government party . There 1s quite a deal of 

speculation on the future of the P .N. P . and its leader . And here 

there seems to be quite a strong body of St . Andrew opinion which 

would like to see Mr . Manley as Jamaica's spokesman on international 

affairs, preferably at the United Nations . Many people have used 

as an example the case of Mr . Adlai Stevenson who failed to win 
-elective office and is now the main spokesman of the United States 

at the Unit ed Nations . But the comparison is false . Mr . Stevenson 1s 

a Democrat, working for a Democratic Party government . The comparison 

with the United St ates would have made sense if the defeated 

Republican, Mr. Nixon were the United States spokesman at the U.N. 

And then there are some people who feel. that the leaders of the P. N~ . 

would somehow be mean and petty if they refused to co- operate with 

the J . L. P. government. This is nonsense. It ls the business of the 

opposition to oppose . There job in a healthy parliamentary democra'o" 

is to harrass and the harry the government of the day, to make life 
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as difficult and uncomfortable for that government as possible . Any 

opposition that does not do this is not performing its proper 

function . And all this talk about the opposition having to be 

constructive is silly. They are there to oppose and, if possible;to 
the government 

bring about a public loss of confidence 1n/tt , and to defeat it. 

This was the function and the duty of the J.L .P. in opposition and 

it is now the f'unction ~and the duty of the P . N. P. in opposition and 

we are going to judge it in part by how it performs that function. 

Only in the event of a national emergency, only in the face of a 

clear threat to the entire nation and its institutions , can we demaid 

bf the opposition that it co- operates with the party in power . At 

all other times it must oppose as vigorously and as aggressively as 

possible . , 
ity 

On the personal/side there are many people who feel that Mr . 

Manley should take a long and well earned rest after his hard seven 

years in office . They feel that the P . N.P . has come ~o depend too 

much on one man and that it would be good for the party if it had 

to. get along without Mr. Manley for six months or a year . They say 
and roles 

it was a faµtastic reversal of trre hAstoric origins/of the two 

parties ~hat the J . L.P . campaigned as the party with the programme 

w~ile the P.N .P. projected a single personality . Certainly, it 

seems to me that this is a point on which the P .N.P. must seriously 

take stock. Is it a party than can hold together without Manley? 
effectively 

And what will hold it together? To perf'omi ~iiBX:bmUXIIDUI'. both inside 

and outside parliament, it seems to me that the P. N.P . needs to tale 

a cold hard look at its internal set- up as well as at its relations 

with rural -Jamaica . Goodnight. 
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No 415 A Ministry of Fear? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday May 3 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : In .terms of Jamaica's own interests, I am ver y 
11anr after all 

glad indeed that t he government has/decided to let the Russian 

ships now in our Harb9ur have whatever food stocks · they want . As 

I told you on Monday, this is no more than normal international 

pr actice and it is wisdom on the part of our leaders to accept this 

fact of international life . 

But let us now look at a .very disturbing by- product of this 

entire business . All this talk about telegrams has led to a most 

cur,ious situation. The question has been asked: If these telegrams 

have in fact been· sent, how is it that the leader of the People's 

Natio~al Party knew about it? Then followed the next question: And 

does this mean that for the past seven years our mail has been 

censored by the late P .N.P . government? And then you get a .series 

of conclusions , gaing somet-hing like this: Either there was secret 

censorship under the P . N.P . government or else some civil servants 

have betrayed their trust. In either case this is a gross infringe• 

ment of our civil liberties, and somebody must be brought to account 

for it . And so you have a call for an investigation, and the accusEI" 

becomes the accused . This is yery neat and very clever; and viewed 

by itself it is a reasonable move in the political game of cut and 

thrust . And up to this point I have no quarrel with it at all . In 

my own view - and I have told you this already• the Russian ships 

and the telegrams did not materially aBfect the election results. 

So, this business in itself does not disturb or bother me . 

What does disturb and bother me is that we have recently had 

a series of calls for investigations of civil servants and of other 
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all 
bodies and behind/these calls there has been the hint of a bbreat , 

the suggestion of an attempt -to frighten people into line . 

Now please do not get _me wrong •• . I hold no brief for people 

who abuse their positions . I think any civil servant who is proved 

guilty of taking part in party politics should be fired . No civil 

servant is supposed to actively campaign for either p~ty o And I 

think it is perfectly right and fair for this government, if it wishes 

to do so, to remove any polLtical appointee of the past government 

from any ~oard or corpoaation or any other statuto:ry or semi~governmen 

body . When the P.N . P . government took office it exercised this 

selfsame right: the I . D. C. was a case in point. So I am not 

quarrelling with the condemnation of civil servants who are activeh 

politics or with the removal of political appointees . This is fair 

-and reasonable . 

What I am quarrelling with is the creation of a climate of fe1r 

and anxiety . If it is allowed to grow, this s_ort of climate leads 

to grave sicknesses in the society: it leads to people denouncing 

each other, to telling tal_es in order to curry favour and secure 

their jobs, to the ugly mentality of always trying to get into the 

good books of whoever happens to be in power and, ultimately, to 

wholesale purges whenever there is a change of government. And this 

can be a very grave danger to democracy itself. So let us put an 911 

to these threats and fears. The Premier called on all Jamaicans, of 

whatever persuasion, to serve Jamaica. The creation of a mental 

Ministry of Fear will not serve Jamaica: we do not want it here. 

Goodnight. 
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No 416 

' NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday May 4 at 6 , 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Child Month 

Good evening : This month, the month of May, is Child Month, m d 

I think you have all heard or read about it over the past few days . 

The history of how it came about, the facts and the figures and the 

needs of the three organisations that make up the Child Month 

Committee - all these have been ·talked about on the radio and 

written about in the press, so I will not go over the same informatio~ 

again . I think we all know that the three organisations · concerned 
' ·are : the Child Welfare Association which concentrates on the 

physical care of children and the education of mothers in the care 

of their children and the planning of their families. Then there 

is _the Jamaica Save the Childen Fund which concentrates on infant 

schools and play centres for children ~am before they reach school 
" 

age • . The third one is the Jamaica Children's Service Society which 

concentrates on problems of neglected children, foster care, 

adoptions by relatives in the United States and contact with parents 

who have migrated to Britain and left their children in Jamaica. 

So between them three organisations do in fact provide as rounded 
C 

a pattern· of child care as is' possible and within the limits of their 

resources . -And of course their- major problem is the problem of 

money . In spite of grants from two government departments and the · 

K.S .A.C. they just do not have enough money to carry on the job 

they are now doing. In 1960 alone they spent £497 more than their 

income on infaat centres alone. And there are only nine of these 

centres: six of them in the Corporate Area, two in st. Thomas and 

one in St . Catherine. There are no .infant centres in the rest of 

the island, and there is a desperate need for them all over Jamaica. 
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I think we should have an infant centre performing both the functicns 

of a day nursery and infan1, school in every sizeabl·e Jamaican 

community of say / f i ve hundred families o We owe at least this mu.ch 

to the children of this island~ We owe them a chance, all of them, 

whatever their origin, to eat well and grow up straight in mind and 

body . And we cannot expect the government to do everything . We 

must play our parts too . And we can play our parts in a very 

concrete and practical way ._ And we can do it 1n a most painless 

manner . 

Let every map who s mokes give the price of one packet of 

cigarettes once a week for this month to help the children who are 

1n need of help. If every man in every town and village of Jamaica 

were to do this, the cost to him would be very small but it will 

make a world of difference to hundreds and hundreds of children -

some of them homeless and hungry and in desperate need of care . 

If boxes for the children were set up in every little store and 
man or '-

every little rumshop in Jamaica and the/woman behind the counter 

reminds each customer that this is Child Month and there are 

thousands of Jamaican children hat are in depperate need, I am 

sure that we can raise a vast sum of money - in small coins - to 

bring comfort to these little ones. So please, will every leading 
in every community -

citizen/ the teacher, the priest, the 'district nurse, the local 

J.P. - will you ple•ase all start your own child month effort. And 

when you have collected your money send ,it :tu to the Child Month 

Committee , 13 Ea.et Street, Kingston. This is for our children. 

Goodnight. 
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417 Jamaica Christian Council Consultation 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday May 5 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Tomorrow w111 see the end of the week•long 

Consultation which the Jamaica Christian Council has been holding 

at the Union Theological Seminary here in Kingston . This 6onsultatm 

was supported by the World Council of Churches and the Church of 

England in Jamaica also took part . So this week-long gathering of 

Christian leaders- can faizly be described as . being representative 

of every single demomination in Jamaica except the Catholic Church. 
I 

There were representatives from America, Africa and Europe and it 
-was to this gathering that Bishop Gibson announced that talks on 

unity were now going on between the Anglican Church and the ' Methodist ,, 

Church. bcc~iUl&~za 

The subject which this group of high Christian leaders discussed 

the whole of this week was "The life and Mission of the Church in 
'--

the Buil~ing of the new Jamaica" and they paid me the ... ,ery great 

compliment of asking me to lead. the discussion on social conflict 
so 

and tension within our society, and/I met and spent the best, part 

of Wednesday afternooo• with our Christian leaders . 

As a result of this meeting two things have impressed me very 

greatly. First, that our Christian leaders are very concerned about 

the role the Chmtch is playing in our society; and second on the 

question of the unity of the Christian Church. I commented on the 

moves towards Christian unity on the 25th of last month and my 

meeting with Christian leaders have only confirmed the views I 

expressed . then . So this evening I should like to comment on the 

role of the Church tn our society. 
-

Now, one of the things I have observed is the importance of 
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appearance inchurch- going . The women have on fine dresses and fine 

hats and shoes and stockings : they are all dressed up . And so are 

the children . fond the men are equally spruced up . Suit~, collars 

and ties , shining shoes and the like . The big question is : what 

happens if you are a Christian and you do not have a fancy dress or 

fine stocki ng or a pretty little hat? What happens it you do not 

possess a tie or a jacket? In all my years in Jamaica I have only 

once seen a man go to a church service in shirtsleeves and barefooted , 

and he went to a Catholic service . -Everywhere else I have found . 
I 

that if you do not have . the right clothes , if you cannot put up as 

good an appearance as the other churchgoers, then you just do not 

go to church . The person who is obviously poorly dressed, the 
. 

woman who cannot afford a hat and silk stockings, the man who does 

not own a j~cket, 
I 

they know that the others are going to look at 

them in a funny way• and this is something I have heard again and 

again from people who are devout Christians but who are too poor 
/' 

to put up the right appearances - and so they stay away from 

Chnnch. This is not just a question of being clean and neat and tiqr 

and showing respect for God's house. A man can be without a jacket 

and bantooted and still be neat and tidy; a woman can be dressed 

poorly and with a kerchief over her head and still be neat and tidy • .,.. ' 

But the looks and frowns of the i r fellow Christians keep them from 

the House of God . So, when you go to your service tomorrow, look 

about you and think about this . And then ask yourself how you measue 

a person's Christianity:' is it by the clothes they wear and the car 

they drive? Goodnight . 
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No 418 
Opening of Parliament 

NE'WS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday May 7 at 6 . 15p . m. 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The new session of the Jamaican legislature opens 

tomorrow . Members of both Houses of Parliament will be sworn in 

and the Governor will read Ue lpeech from the Throne, which will 

give us an outline of some of the key things the new government xxjn 

intends to do in the immediate future . So, by this time tomorrow 

evening we should have a pretty clear picture of just how, and in 

what order this government proposes jo carry out its election 

promises . Of course we are not going to get any sort of detailed 

blue-print: Throne speeches never are detailed blue- prints ; they are 

broad outlines of legislative programmes. 

What are lJkely to emerge as the priorities from tomorrow's 

Throne Speech? I think to an extent Sir Alexander Bustamante told 
two 

us what these priorities will be in his first/formal statement~s 

Premier of Jamaica on Friday April 27th. At that time he said hie 

government would do whatever it could to reduce the cost of living; 
two 

and he made Sia specific undertakings - first, that market fees will ' 

be reduced and second, that the fees for truck licences will be 

reduced. He also promised that his government that his government 
I 

would examine other ways in which the cost of living could be 

controlled. So I expect this attempt to grapple with the cost of 

living to be the most pronounced feature of the new government's 

legislative programme . This will be both popular and in keeping with 

the J.L.P.'s election promises. And in terms of party politics, 

any assault on the cost of living by the government would be much 
-

too popular an issue for the P.N .P. opposition to fight against. -

So I expect the new government, especially in these early days, 
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to look strong and decisive and in complete control in both Houses 

of parliament. My view is that we are in for a most exciting new 

parliamentar~ session. Both parties in the House are rich in 

debating talent. The Front Bench of the P.N.P. opposition, with all 

but two former Ministers back in the House, is strong and experienced. 

They are probably much more familiar with the details of the 

ministries they used to run th1m are the present Ministers. Mr. 

Wills Isaacs should be a formidable critic onyrade and Industry; 

and on Agriculture both Mr. Keble Munn and Mr. Allan Isaacs will 

spea~ with great authority and experience. And Mr . Glasspole with 

his vast experience as a former Minister of Labour, a former Minister 

of Education and. a former Leader of the House, will be a potent 

force in any debate, and particularly so on iiducational matters. If 

Mr. Manley does not go on the long holiday, on which there has been 

so much speculation, then his presence in the House is likely to be 

quite as dominating as that of Sir Alexander Bustamante. 

But if the P.N.P. Opposition is rich in experience, the J.L.P. 

government is rich in youthful·talent, in vitality, in ~ative 

intelligence and a driving will to succeed. And this will, I think, 

offset PoN.P. experience in the early stages of our new par~iament. 

I expect people like Mr. Seaga, Mr. Lightbourne , Mr. Tavares, Mr. 

McNeil, Dr. Eldermire - most of them very young men - to soon get 
as 

into their stride and become/forceful and commanding parliamentary 

personalitiesj as the most outstanding of their older colleagues on 

both sides. Certainly, this promises to be poss ibly the most excitjrg 

parliamentary session in the history of our legislature. Goodnight. 
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No 419 The End of the Federation & the 
~ ... b!:Oii -or llhe Gohillieft SOF"t1Ce"S' 

wrh-~ Lv ~ I 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
'fuesday May 8 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: May 31st, the end of this month, was the date 

fixed by West Indian leaders in London last year as the date ofi 

which the West Indies Federation was to become an independent na.tim 

and a member of the B~itish Commonwealth of Nations . Now, just 
.. 

about a year later, the British government has fixed May 31st as 
\ 

the date on which the West Indies Federation will formally come to 

and end . So, the same day which was to see the birth of a new nat:k>n 

will, instead, see the end of a dream. On that date the West Indies 

Federation will formally be declared dead an~ finished, wiped out, 

a complete failure consigned to the dustbin of history. 

One of the striking things about this whole business is that 

the collapse of the Federation se-ems to have had such a small impact. 

' on both Trinidad and Jamaica, the two territories that signed the 

death warrant of the ~ederation. Almost without a pause, Jamaica 

has gone on as though she had simply taken a slight detour which 

took her off the main road for a little while, but now she is back 

on the highway and going full speed ahead. Much the same sort of 
I 

thing happened with Trinidad,. though to a much lesser degree than 

with Jamaica: Trinidad does not seem to have made even a temporary 
. 

- detour: she has kept straight on tpe highway, first to internal 

self-government and the Cabinet system, and now, tbis month, to 

settle the date for her own independence. The Trinidad independence 

Conference will begin in London on May 28th - three days before 

the West Indies Federation is p~onounced dead. 

The only people for whom the death of the Federation has presEnite 

serious problems are the people of the eight smaller islands of the -
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Winwards and Leewards and Barba~os . With the possible exception of 

Barbados, none of these smaller islands can be self-supporting on 

their own; and it is doubtful whether they can be self-supporting 

even as a group. The only possibility of this group of islands 

becoming self-supporting would be if really drastic planninS were 
of the 

underta~en to rationalise and integrate the economies of each/islands 

into a single whole, and if the political structure is completely 

overhauled to do away with the costly luxury of each island having 

its own little form of Cabinet government. So far not one of the 

present leaders of the 'Eight' seems prepared to face this painful 

fact of life. 

The leaders of 'the Eight' are in London now for today's opening 

of the conference to try and set up a new and smaller Federation, 

popularly known as 'The Little Eight'. If these leaders will come 
the , 

down to earth, if they will face sos fact that their islands are 

small and poor and cannot afford costly governmental structures, 

then something might come out of this conference. If on the other 

hand they go on strutting around as though they are big shots want:Q; 

the best of everything without making any real effort to help 

themselves, then I am afraid the fate of the little eight is likely 

to be as disastrous as that of the bigger federation. The big 

difference is that the consequences will be tragic for the ordinary 

people of the eight islands. -Britain is becoming poor, she can't 
' 

afford an unending stream of grants any more. The U.N. and the U.S. 
little 

will aid a poor/independent nation if it proves itself. This is the 

lesson and the challenge for the leaders of the eight . I pray they 

rise to it . Goodnight. 
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No 420 The Problem of the Common Federal Services : 
The Problem of B.W. I .A. 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday May 9 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good eveni ng : I told you last night that of the ten islands 

which made up the West Indies Fe~eration which will formally be 

pronounced dead at the ena of this month. Trinidad and Jamaica have 

felt the impact of the failure of the Federation least . The death 

of the federation poses no great challqges for the people and 

leaders of thesa two islands . But it does pose very great challenges 

for the leaders and people of the Windward and Leeward islands and 

for Barbados . And it is in response to these great challenges that 

the leaders of these islands are now in London to try and set up 

a new and smaller federation of the eight islands. 

This does not of course mean that Jamaica and Trinidad have 

come out or· the disastrous f _ederal experience utterly untouched . 

The heavy burden of the cost of running the four-year .;.old federation 
. I 

fell very largely on the Jamaican and Trinidadian taxpayers' 

shoulders; and money which could have been used to bring _better 

services to the people of these two islands went into the financing 

of a top- heavy federal euperstructure o Jamaica and Trinidad also 

contributed greatly to the common services which the federal 

government ran on behalf of the ten units . And Trinidad and Jamaica 

are under obligation to continue their contributions until the 

federation is formally q1ssoh ad IDl at the end of this month . 
probably · 

After May 31st an interim organisation,/~~IUla~ with Sir 

Stephen Luke as the interim Commissioner, will take charge of all 

the assetts and liabilit~s of -the dead federation and run them 

,common services until the whole business has been sorted out and 

final decisions have been m..ade. A conference to settle all the .e.. 
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matters will probably be held in about three months' time . Represerm.t i 
I 

of al l the governments who share in th~financing of the. common 

services will meet at this conference , and it is there that~ expect. 

some really tough horse- trading to take place . 

For instance, I expect the government of Trinidad to put forwEr d 

. a strong case for British West Indian Airways to be accepted as a 

common service . You will remember t hat the government of Tri nidad 

bought out B.W. I .A. last year . This West Indian airline had been , 

running at a loss for years as a subsidiary of British Overseas 

Airways Corporation . To the beet of my knowledge it is still runni~ 

at a loss . , But it is an obvious necessity in the region . The islands~ 

especially the islands of the Ea.stern Caribbean, would be even more 

cut off than they now are if B. W. I .A. were to go out of existence . 
· relatively qui< 

I think it was the realisation of how desperately we need/inter•islnd 

communication that prompted Dr . Williams to buy the airline . But I 

think he is. also finding the upkeep of B.W. I . A. a very costly 

business • .And so, I think, he will press for it_to be accepted as 

a ·common service with all the West Indian territories sharing in 

the cost of running it • .And I think he will be particularly insistet 

that Jamaica should share in this . If t he Jamaica government agrees 

that B.W.I . A. should be accepted as a common service then we will rare 

pay a' part of the cost of running it . If on the other hand the Jamat}a 

government refuses,then Trin'idad may well decide to pull out of shaing 

in the vost of t he running of our university • .Ind if that happened1t 
, 

could be the start of whole n ew drastic chain of events. 

Goodnight . 
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No 421 

NEWS COMMENTARY 

l) The Fear of Violence : A 
State of Mind 

2} Tribute to Denis Gick 

For transmission on 
Thursday May 10 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

s omething 
Good evening : I wonder i f you have noticed/very significant • 

and for me - something rather disturbing, whenever some big event 

comes up in Jamaica? . Just think back to some of the big politica l 

events over the past five years and pick out a ~ingle factor that 
r 

is common to all of them. For me one such s ingle factor is, and has 

been, all the fearful talk about the possibility of violence . Have 

you noticed this thin thread of fear that runs through a section 

of the Jamaican community whenever we are on the verge of something 

big and important . Do you remember the atmosphere that was gener ated 

in the Corporate Area in particular during the federal elections of -

1958? People expected violence and talked about violence and feared 

violence. And do you remember the same thing happening in our 

general elections of 1959? Once again there was talk of violence am 
an 

the generation of/K atmosphere of fear. And the same happened at the 

time of the referendum, and again at our last general elections. 

And when I attended this week ' s opening of the new session of the 

legislature I again heard talk of the possibility of violence . There 
. 

were a few skirmishes and a few excited people - mainly party 

fanatics - pushed each other about . People tried to break the police 

cordons and the police had to restrain them forcibly . But I did not 

think this a.dded up to -any threat of violence : and yet someone said 

to me very seriously and with great concern : ' If it is like this 

now then we can K2KXXJ forward to some real violence in August' . 

When I asked why the man said 'Everybody says there's going to be 

violence in- August '. 

Now~ why is it that a minority,a very articulate and influentm 
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minority, of Jamaicans have gone on for years generating the fear 

of violence on every bi& occasion? Part of the reason could be a 

sort of subconscious desire for thrills and excitement, much as a 

child might wish for the thrill of experiencing a hurricane without 

thinking of the dreadful damage it could do. That could be a reason. 

But I think there is somethin& much xmxa■ more important than 

the mere seeking of thrills behind all these prophecies of violence. 

I think these people genuinely distrust and fear their fellow Jamaic&J:i 

Deep down in their hearts they have no- real confidence in the stablll.tJ 
. the majority of 

of their society and in the balance and maturity of/their ~nnu 
fel-low c•itizens. 

/And so they expect .the worse to happen whenever anyth~ng important 

comes up. This is both a nasty and a dangerously destructive state 

of mind. I hope these prophets of gloom will take a fresh look at 

both themselves and at the majority they fear and ahen ask themselves 

whether it is not they who lack stability, maturity and a balanced 

outlook. They might learn a great deal if they are really honest 

with themselves • . 

Now let me pay a tribute to Denis Gick who died on Tuesd~y. 

Many~ of us are going to miss that quiet and_ friendly vo_ice which 

introduced so much of our light classical music. Denis Gick was one 

of the pioneers of Jamaican radio and he did as much for radio as 

anybody else in Jamaica, if not ·more: and on or off the radio he 

never talked down to anybody or up to anybody. ~hie, I think, was 

one of the things I liked most about- him. He was a st1.1ght and 
, . L 

unpretensious man who quietly and honestly gave much to the land 
-he adopted and lovedo He was a good man. Goodnight. 
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No 422 The Expatriates Amon$ Us 

NEWS COMMENTARY_ 
For transmission on 
Friday May 11 at 6 . 15P om 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good eventng : On Tuesday of this week ·r spent a long, intersting 

and most rewarding evening with the members of an organisation callal. 

The Overseas Contract Officers' Association . They were all peop-le 

from the United Kingdom - Englishmen, Scotsmen, Welshmen, Ulstermen, 

and their wives . The men were here working for the government . of 

Jamaica on a contract basis. They possess the special skills that 

Jamaica needs and which not many ·Jamaicans have yet acquired. In 

other words, they were here doing jobs whi_ch had to be done and for · 

which we either had no qualified Jamaicans , or else there were not 

enough qualified Jamaicans to fill all the jobs . These people know _ 
soon as 

that they are here on a temporary basis . They know that as mmB 

Jamaicans become qualified the Jamaicans will t8ke over the jobs 

they are now doing . So the first thing to .note is that this partictis.r 

group - and they are men with mainly technical skills and degrees -

is not robbing any Jamaican of any job . But getting the kind of 

skills these people have - for instance , becoming a quantity surveyor 

is not something that can be done overnight . And so our government 

is likelj to need to use the skills of these people for quite some ' .. 
time to come . Of course it will suit us to develop these specialist 

sk.ills as quickly as · possible. The sooner Jamaica can fill all these 

specialist technical jobs with Jamaicans the bet~er it 1e going to 

,be for us all round: it will cost the· government lees in terms of 

paying passages and the like and it will be good for Jamaicans to 

hold down the top technical and engineering jobs in the land. This 

is one of the reasons why pressing on with our technical training 

programmes are so important and why I selected our 6ollege of Arts, 
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Science and Technology as the most important institution of 1961 

when I did- my end of year round-up last December. 

In any event, as things now are,. we have these people with us 

and among us because we need their skills. They know and we know that 

as soon as we can ttQm1a• replace them with Jamaicans we will do 

so. In fact they themselves expressed the view that it would suit 

Jamaica's best interests to develop our own echnical skills as socn 

as possible . But while they are among us, . and they are likely to 

be here, some of them at least, for a number of years more, how are 

they faring? How are they getting on with Jamaicans? What are the 

problems and difficulties they face? And is there anything we can 

do to make their stay among us as happy and as pleasant as possible? 

And do we want to do anythin~ about it? And what are ·they doing to 

, try and get along with Jamaicans? 

I think one of the things that impressed me most about this 

particular group of men and women was their genuine desire to get 

along with Jamaicans, to do their jobs well, and to make life as 

pleasant and comfortable for their families. And I think one of the 

things that has distressed some of them a bit is the fact that some 

Jamaicans regard their presence as depriving Jamaicans of good job~ 

Well, this particular group is certainly not depriving any J'amaican 

of any good job, or, if they are, then it is not their fault. The 
I 

fault, if there is any fault~ is with our government who brought 

- them here . But I am satisfied that there is no fault, that we do 

need the skills of these expatriates. Tomorrow I will discuss some 

of their social and economic problems. So till then, goodnight . 
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No 423 The Expatriates Among Us (2) 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmiss i on on 
Saturday May 12 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Shortly after 1an expatriate British contract 

offic~r had arrived in Jamafca and taken up his job, he struck up a 

friendship with a Jamaican in his department who held a post of 

equa~ rank. The Jamaican i nvited the expatriate and his wife to diner , 

with his family . The newcomers accepted gratefully and went . With 

typical Jamaican hospitality, a feast was laid out for t hem. There 

. was rum and whisky and wine to drink and there was chicken and beef 
/ I 

and pork and all manner of delightful things to eat . The British 

couple had a good ti~e and enjoyed themselves immensely and liked 

the people with !:fhom they were. They were invited out a second and 

a third time . And then the problem set in . They wanted to return 

the hospitality of the Jamaicans who had treateg them so well. But 

after they had paid their forty or sixty pounds in rent, and ~f ter -

the man had sent off some money to Britain to keep up his insurance 
I 

and to pay the instalment on the money he had borrowed to buy some 

tropical clothes, or complete his training or to help support his 

parents, the young British couple just did not have enough of his 

first month's salary to set up anything like the dinner which they 

had been treated to by the Jamaicanso In fact things were going to 

be very tight until t he next pay cheque came along. 8p they did 

not return the hospitality of the Jamaicans • . After the fine way they­

had been treated their pride and self-respect would no~ allow them 

to offer the Jamaicans any less. They could not offer them a 

modest stew or sandwiches and coffee or beer and so they just did 

not invite t hem. And when next t he Jamaicans invited them, they 

found some excuse not t o go--_ Their sel f-respect would not allow them 
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to accept hospitality which they could not return in equal measure. 

And so the inevitable happens. The Jamaicans say: you see, they we:re 

so nice when they first arrived, but look at them now. They are 

aloof and stand-offish and they've quickly learned to mix only with 

their own kind·. And so secret resentments are built up and charges 

of prejudice are made. The expatriates do not realise that the 

Jamaicans have probably got themselves into debt to put on the fine 
,,. 

feast and the Jamaicans do not realise that it is a combinati•on of 

shame at not being able to return equal hospitality and self-respect. 

t hat keep th expatriates away. This mutual misunderstanding is one 

of the big problems the expatriates face in J amaica. I suggested 

t hat t hey ought to be frank with their Jamaican friends and say: 

look, we would love to have you at our homei but' we just cannot 

afford to lay on the feast you gave us. Will you come and s~are 

what little we have. But as I said it I knew that this is a hard 

thing to ask of strangers 1n a strange land. 

Another hardship these people suffer is the assumption that 

anybody with a white a.kin is loaded with money and should be squeezed, 

They experience this in markets and- with higglers and unlike us, they 
\ 

are afraid to argue about prices and so they pay more for the~ same 

item than you or I do. We aiscussed a whole range of food ·items on 

which these poor people paid a sort of colour~ tax. And yet, in spite 

of some of their dificulties, these people gave me the impression 

that they are happy to be among us. So, next time either a Jamaicans 
are 

or IUl expatriatesb tempted to make snap and sweeping judgements on 

each other, I would suggest they pause and think. Most prejudices 

are based on pure ignorance and misunderstanding. Goodnight. 
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No 424 Th• Television Franchise War _, 

NEV{S COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday May 14 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good -evening : Last night the Premier, Sir Alexander Bustamante 

issued a statement on television . The Premier said that a rumour 
I 

had been going the rounds that the government had ~ ~ 

arrangements for awarding a contract for t e.levis ion 1n Jamaica . Thie , 
I 

Sir Alexander said, was not the case : the government has made no 

- final decision as yet and no agreement has been arrived ' at . Sir 

Alexander went on to say _that when the time comes that matter would 

be publicly discussed before any contract is -award. 

Now, the very fact th~t Sir .Alexander made this statement is 

proof that there is some furious negotiation and pressurising and 

jockeying going on over this busines s of television. On Thursday 

night Colonel David Stirling, the famous 'Phantom Major 1 of World 

War Two who messed up the Nazis so badll in Africa, flew in from 

London. Colonel Stirling is the Chai'rman and Managing Director of 

Television International Enterprises and he came to put a proposal 

for setting up television to our government . Also in Jamaica , having 

come in from -London a little earlier, is Lord Buckhurst, the head 

of Redifussion West Indies which runs Radio Jamaica, Radio Trinidad, 

Bar1bados Redit'asion, as well as ·two r'ldio stations in- British Guiana. 

Lord Buckhurst too is pushing his group's proposals for setting up 

television in Jamaica. The third group which is making proposals 
to the government · 

/for setting up television in Jamaica is the Gleaner Company which 
' 

published another statement of its proposals last Saturday. These 

are t he three interests in the field trying to get ~the contract for 

setting up ~elevision in Jamaica. My view is that one, or possibly 
working together 

two/ xxlimXKm~ in this_group, will bring television to Jamaica . 
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Each one of these groups has presented its own proposals to the 

government and, under the pressure of compettion, each has assured 

. the government that it can, if necessary, have television in operatio 

Jamaica in . time for our independence celebrations. And, again under 
each 

the pressure of competition,' axmgax• of the three groups seems 

,prepared to put up all the money for the start of operations. I am 

reasonably certain that the government is not prepared to make any 

financial commitment: I think it is not even prepared to accept the 

money as a long-term loan to a government statutory body. So, if 

television does come to Jamaica, it will be set up withou~ costing 

the taxpayers of Jamaica a single penny in terms of financing the 

operation. 
/ 

The next big question is whether our t~levision ~111 be operated 
~ 

as a private commercial undertaking or whether there will be a degree 

of government control by running it as a statutory b~dy. Here I th:kk 

the government's decision 1s likely to be based largely on Mr . 

Seaga's advice to the Cabinet. · Mr. Seaga is the Minister responsible 

for radio, films and other cultural matters and television~ when it 

comes, will be under his Ministry. So his views on how television 

should be run are going to be crucial. My guess is that Mr Seaga 

will favour a measure of government-control, probably in the form 

of a statutory board. I think any one of the three bidders would 

accept government-control and operate as principal agents, earning 

their money as commission on sales and profits. So how is the goverme~ 

likely to decide between these relatively equal bidders? I'll give 

you my views on this tomorrow. So till then, goodnight. 
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No 425 The Television Franchise War (2) 

NE\-'/8 COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday May 15 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: If all three of the principal bidders for the 

contract to bring television to Jamaica are prepared to finance the 

operation ,wholly, and if all three are prepared to accept governmem­

control , and if all three are prepared to accept a modest return in 

the form of commission, then choosing between the .three is not going 

to be particularly easy for the government . For myself, I am very 
not to be rushed. 

glad that the government has decided/smxxn2xxxsxxxmaxi:Jl:xuzxttxg 

We would love to have television in time for independence, but 

television is a fantastically powerful medium for either good or bro. 

and it seems to me that laying the right foundations and making the 

right choices is crucial - for our -future . 

So there are a few important factors that I should l ike the 

government to consider in making up its mind . 

First, when television comes it should come to all of Jamaica 

as quickly as possible . If television comes only to urban Jamaica, 

-1r in the first year or two or three we only have television in the 

Corporate Area and places like Montego Bay, then the wide and unha:mr 

gap that now exists between urban and rural Jamaica is likely to 

get worse, and that will not be a good thing for the country. We Il1Lit 

bridge the gap between the ' two Jamaicas' as quickly as possible. 

But this presents some problems: very few- people in rural Jamaica 

will be able to afford the price of a television set . So I should 

like to see a pattern of community viewing, with the local village 

hall as the centre where the entire community can come and watch 

.1 ts television of an evening. But even for this we will need recei v.hg 

sets and .I would suggest that the government investigate the applicatic 
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- . 

of all three bidders to find out which can bring televi sion t o rural 
(_ 

J amaica most quickly , and which can ' supply acceptable receiving se1B 

for communi ty viewi ng at the lowest possible price . I f our televis ion 

is not a purely commerc ial undertaking we should be .able ~o get a 
N• 

number of free gi ft sets from organisations like UJE. S.C ,O and some 

of the big r oundations like Ford. 

Second, I should like our government t o enquire pretty closely 

into the type of programmes each of the three bidders propose to 

offer us and what sources they have for 1telev i sion materi al. It is ­

pretty well inevitable , especially in the early stages, that much 

of what will be shown will be impor ted stuff . I personally have 

nothi ng against imported stuff . But what ~e do have t o guard against 

is the importing of the cheap and the shoddy and t he ugly . There 

is some rea lly wonderful television material on which we can calL 

from abroad , and there is also some shoddy material . I think our 

government wants to make quite sure· that we get the best f r om overems . 

I also think it is most impor tant t o f i nd ou~ what plans each bidder 

has for producing native Jamai•can programmes using Jama:1.ca.n talent . 

I think this business of balancing imported programmes with locally 

produced programmes is so important that I hope 1fi.r . Seaga will regacl. 

it as one of the deciding factors in awarding tbe contract . 
· let me repeat that it is because television is such 

Finally, t ,;fx:tnxax~mxxxmie+xxXllknlixi±ken mxa£Bxax±•11JZ~xax~ 
an important medium that we nrust make sure 
axxaxg:menx:mabxxfmxxll1lxxx:ei•mxa:txmn::a that it serves the best 

entertainment, educational and cultural interests of the people of 

Jamaica, in both town and country . Goodnight . · 
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No 426 • 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday May 16 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : We are all very concerned about_the h~gh cost 

of living; and one of our new government ' s most impor tant undertakjrgs 

has been the promise to do everything possible to bring .down the 

cost of living . This evening I want to dicuss one possible way i n 

which the cost of living could be brought down . 

Bread is a staple foodstuff: I should say that at least ninety­, 
nine point nine percent of the Jamaican community eats bread. And 

in every home in Jamaica flour is used• practically every day : f l our ,. 

fo r cakes, flour for dumplings. So, bread and flour are almost as 

common to our existence as salt and water . And so, if we can bring 
I 

down the price of bread and flour we will, in one single move, 

make a big and dramatic -cut in our high cost of livi ng . But how are 

we to bring down the price of bread and flour when our bakers are 

now complaining t ·hat thei r operations are uneco·nomic . They put up 

the price of our one shilling loaf to one and three because they 

said the price of flour had gone up • . 

Well now, one of the problems is that we- import our flour from 
' 

Canada . Caaaaa is the largest single exporter of wheat and flour 

in the world and wheat and flour are the cornerstone of the Canad• an 

economy . She exports milled flour and she exports wheat in bulk . 

Great Britain gets all her flour from Canada but she gets it 
then 

in the form of bulk wheat 9 &Jui Britain/mills u~XIIJOIXJO!!D% the wheat 

and bags it herself and distributes it. This means that Britains 

has had to set up mills to mill the wheat and this in turn has meant 

the creation of jobs for British worker.a . But, mu ch more important , 

the shipping price of a ton of bulk wheat to B~1tain is $3 . 50 . If 
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Britain had bought the already milled and bagged flour she would 

have had to pay J 22xsomevfhere in the region of $22 . 50 for her ton 

of flour . The shipping price for a ton of bagged flour is #22 . 50: 

the shipping price for a ton of bulk wheat is $3 . 50 . If you make 

the maximum _allowance possible for loss and wastage in milling, 

you come up with the fact that it is still a great deal cheaper to 
import 

buy your wheat in bulk and mill it yourself than it is to/~ bags 

of flour . 'This is just a cold hard fact . 

And this fact means one thing and one thing only ; if we had a 

flour mill in Jamaica our flour would cost less than it costs us 

today . And if flour costs less our bakers would be able to sell us 

our bread for less and this is bound to make a striking reduction 
I 

in our cost of living . So why do we, who are much poorer than Britain, 
get our flour 

/at the highest price possible? 

I understand that Trinidad has just entered into an arrangemert. 

with a group of investors to set up a flour mill there: and I 

understand the same group is now negotiating with Barbados and it 

looks as though these negotiations are likely to be successful. I 

also understand that representatives of this same group of investors 

came to Jamaica recently to try and arrange for the setting up of a 
received very coldly. 

flour mill here. But I understand they were/xim~xKmmi~~•K■DBU 
but 

. I shoul__d like to know why. There is no question/that having a flour 
mill living 

. /here will help cut/costs, so why the resistance1 I think Mr . 

Lightbourne should look into this question of a flour mill for Jamaic~ 

Goodnight. 
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No 427 Price Control: What is the Need for It 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday May 17 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good eveni~g: The government is going to put price controls 

on a wide range of goods that are in common da·ily use. This was the 

statement made by Mr. Robert Lightbourne, the Minister of Trade and 

Industry yesterday. But before Mr. Lightbourne made this public 

announcement he had first invited Mr. Stanley Motta, the President 

of the Jamaica Chamber of Commerce to discuss the matter with him . 

Mr. Lightbourne put his proposals to Mr. Motta and asked for the 

co-operation of Jamaica's merchant community so that as fair and 

just and reasonable a pattern of price controls could be worked ·out. 

In ot~er wo~ds, the government sees the need for a measure of price 

control as an urgent national need, and it believes that this need 

could be dealt with most successfully and with as little fighting 
, 

as possible if an understanding could be worked out between the 

government and the merchants. The merchant community, not unnaturally 

does not like or believe in Pfice controls. But as Mr. Motta ·has 

made clear, the merchants appreciate the fact that Mr . Lightbourne 

has consulted them and they propose to discuss the whole question 

with him in a friendly spirit 'to try and work out some und_erstandirg • 

So the first thing we can say is that on the whole the· proposal 

to introduce price controls has started off in a relatively healthy 

atmosphere, with both the merchants and the government seeming 

prepared to approach the matter in a spirit of reason and compromise • 

I hope this spirit continues during the tricky days of ·negotiating 

that lie ahead. 

Now let us look at the really big question which a number of 
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people have already asked : Why price controls? Is there a need for it? 

We all know that one of the cornerstones of the J . L.P's electm 

programme was the promise to bring down the cost of living, and t hjs, 

I think, is the whole point of this price control move . I do no t 
I 

think there 1s any other motive to it . The government is committ ed 

to bri nging down the cost of living: controlling the prices of the 

daily necessities used by the vast majority of Jamaicans is one of 

the most effective ways of doing this . Indeed, in Jamaica today this 

seems to be the only way it can be done . 

And when we start making a list of all those goods which are , 

to use ¥..r . Lightbourne' s phrase , ' In common daily use' we will 

immediately see the extent and importance of this move in terms of 
. 

the national interest . What do we use everyday? Sugar, flour, bread, 
~ 

, milk, cornmeal, oils and fats, fish , meat, veg@aables: shirts, pants, 
IL 

shoes and all manner of women and children's clothing~: pots 

and pans and kettles and stoves - but you can go on making your own 
somethese things the prices are pegged at what 

11st. Now, if &n :ali+xiuxblrlbalxmmu x•x~JDl'.Jl:tXJExm:~x:tn KIIXtiaxga 
and 

they are· now,/m:r. prices are reduced on the more costly items, the 

effect will be very striking. Your pound note will be worth more than 

it is now because it will be able to buy more . And a genuine drop m 

prices will mean that more people will be able to share in what we 

have . Things will be oar.ml spread out a little more evenly than n~ 

But of course there will be problems, and . I will discuss some of 

these tomorrow. So till then, goodnight. 
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No 428 Price Control: Some Pr oblems 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday May 1~ at 6 . 15p.m 

Good evening: I think all reason.able people would agree t hat k 

the cost of living is unreasonably high in Jamaica; further, I think 

they would agree that this burden of the high cost of living falls 

most heavily on the poorest sections of the Ja.maican community . 

The household in which the total family income i s three or four or 

five pounds a week pays exactly the same price for items of foodstuff 

and items of clothing as does the household where the total family 

income is fifteen or twenty or thirty pounds a week. And so the poaer 

families often have to do without many of the basic necessities -

let alone the little luxuries which give point and meaning to civilised 

living . RE~ I think most people would see the necessity for price 

controls from this po int of view. 

But,some would say, while we agree that price controls will 

make things easier f DD the poorer people , is it not likely to do 

great harm to business and can Jamaica survive and prosper without 

a flourishing business comnrunity? Are not price controls likely to 

put some people out of business? When I spoke to Mr . Lightbourne en 

Wednesday I realised that he was acutely aware of t his particular 

problem . And it is precisely to safeguard against this that he has 

called for the co- operation of the merchant community . I think the 

pattern of price controls is going to be related to the mark-up of 

price . For example, if it costs say a pound for a particular merchant 

to bring a particular item into the country - and in this pound is 

included a proportion for wages and other overhead expenses - and tt' 

this merchant then offers this item for sall:e at two pounds , this wa.il..d 

seem a clear case for price control, if the item is one in common 
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daily use . The margin of profit in such a case would be a clear one 

hundred percent . The government may decide, depending on the turnover 

of bus iness, that a reasonable profit on t his particular item should 

be twenty- five percent and set the controlled price of the item at 

one pound five shillings . So instead of making a profit of a pound 

the merchant would be making a profit of only five shillings on the 

item. This would certain be a big cut in his profits , but it would 

cert ainly not be big enough to drive him out of business . 
seems high but 

Let us take another case wher e the mark up/ts#ID amt the turn-

over is very slow: a case where the merchant can just get by with a 

forty percent mar k- up because sales are few and far between . It wouli 

obviously suit Km neither the interests of the country nor the merdant 

to impose price controls . Equally, in a case where the tum- over is 

very fast, as in locally produced soap, if the mar k- up is reasonab]p 

there would be no need for price control : if on the other hand the 

mark- up seems unreasonably high then there might be price control . 

Certainly , price control will mean a lower margin of profit but it 

will not mean squeezing anybody out of business . 

Another question and a very tricky one which I think is likely 

to come up is that of wages . I expect some merchants to say that if 

profits are to be controlled then wages should be controlled too . Jmd 

here I think the unions wi l l have a great deal to say . Indeed we cm 
great debate . 

expect a m±gx~tsoss±cm But I think the fundamental point we must all 

face is that it is in the basic intereeti of all the people to br i rg 

down the cost of living as quickly and sensibly as possible. 

Goodnight . 
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No 429 A New Race of Conquerors? 

NEWS COMMENT ARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday May l:3 at 6 . lSp.m 
Peter Abrahams/ speaking 

Good evening: I am sure you are familiar with most of the cur rent 

headlines . The United States and Britain and Australia and New Zealand 

are building up their forces in Thailand in case of a communist attack 

from Laos; the United States in carrying on nulcear tests off 

Christmas Island; the British Home Secretary, Mr . Butler, is in Afr.ba 

trying to bring peace and reason to the explosive racial situation 

in the Rhodesias ; the leaders of what has become known as the Litt]e 

Eight - the Windward and Leeward Islands and Barbados - are in Loncbn 

trying to set up a new federation and most of them are showing that 

they have learned hardly anything from the failure of the bigger 

federation . There is an enquiry on in British Guiana to find out the 

facts of the recent burning down of Georgetown . The daily bloodletting 

goes on in Algeria; the Chinese are starving in communist China and 

Mr. Khrushchev is making his usual noises . These are the headlines, 

the important talking points. And there is an equally wide range of 

topic right here in Jamaica: cost- of-living, price controls, telev:a,ion, 

and the works . 

But let me skip all t hese and go a little off- beat this evenirg . 

The little island of Martinique is in the West Indies, it is ae 

of the Windward Islands and it lies between Dominica and St . Lucia . 

It is an overseas department of France, the glep!ed French name for 

a French colony . It is 425 square miles in area and it has a population 

of 265,000 people . A very unimportant little place, one might say. 

And yet, is it all that unimportant? 

Since 1948 some very strange things are said to have been 
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happening on that little island : in fact strange are these happenil'@ 

that the French Government has set up a special institute on the 

island and has sent some of its top experts to investigate what is 

going on . And this is the story behind it: 

In 1948 a mysterious object, some people say it was a flying 

saucer, dropped from the skies and buried itself ~ery deep in the 

ground. Whether an object did in fact drop from the sky or not, i s a 

talking point, something that has not been proved or disproved. What. 

is a fact is that since 1948 a very strange and powerful radiation 

has been going on on the island, and this strong radioactivity has 

made everything grow,{. . Reports are that all creatures and all plants 

are getting bigger and bigger . Cats and dogs are at least six inches 

taller than before; insects like flies, ants and beetles have grown 

to eight times their normal size . The dangerous copa-lizards which 

are normally eight inches long have gr own to two feet and over . Hor,ses , 

cows, pigs , chickens have all become larger than they normally are . 

Rats are the size of cats and attack babies and grown-ups . And even 

human beings are being affected, though to a lesser degree: a 64- yar-­

old scientist grew two and half inches taller in two years . And the 

t hing that is worrying the experts is t hat t h is growing process 

could go on and on , generation after generation , until a new race of 

g iant creatures spill over the island and spread to the other islams 
t hen 

and/to the world, a new master race of ruling giants . It makes you 

wonder, doesn't it? ~l:t rna'lfea-st'l li 1@t :n ena.@F ~iillt h • the :t-Ba:-1,.;ty___ ---
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No 430 The Shipping Cartel 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday May 21 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Last Thursday Mr. Robert Lightbourne, the MinistBr 

of Trade and Industry, said that his Ministry intends to break the 

stranglehold that a powerful shipping cartel has on the future of 

Jamaica . The immediate reason for Mr . Lightbourne's outburst was tte 

news that the shipping lines had raised the surcharge on the canned 

citrus that we export : the old surcharge was six shillings, the nEW 

surcharge is fifteen shillings . This means that we will have to pay 

nine shillings more for each ton of canned citrus that we ship out 

of Jamaica . This simple fact is serious enough and I, for one, both 

understand and share Mr . Lightbourne's anger . The dreadful fact is 

t hat it does not matter how hard the people of this country work to try 

compete in the world markets, our chances of doing so successfully 

can be destroyed by high shipping costs . For ex~mple, it costs South 

Africa four shillings and nine pence to ship a crate of citrus to 

the United Kingdom; it costs Australia just over seven shillings to 

ship a crate of citrus to the United Kingdom; but it costs J a maica 

eleven shillings and three pence to ship the same crate of citrus 1:o 

the United Kingdom . And please bear in mind t hat in terms of sea 

miles and the like we are nearest to the U~ited Kingdom: Australia 

is 11 , 630 miles from great Britain; South Africa ioc6 , 176miles; Jami.ca 
Jamaica, 

is 4,030 miles from Great Britain . And yet it is/the place which is 

so very much closer to X»E Britain than Australia and South Africa, 

which pays a shipping rate that is so fantastically higher than the 
more 

rates paid by those two/di stant lands . This is the big handicap we 

face with practically everything we export except sugar and bananas. 
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And we just cannot afford this kind of handicap in the tough and 

compettive world of the 1960s . As it is South Africa and Australia 

can undersell us badly because of t heir greater productive efficieey 

and t he lower shippinu costs they enjoy . We must become more effic:ient ; 

but efficiency by itself will not help us much unless our s hipping 

costs are a great deal more reasonable than they now are . 

The ugly part about this bus i ness, and the reason why our shi:ging 

rates are so fantastically high , has to do with Mr . Lightbourne ' s use 

of the word 'cartel '. In this case the cartel is an association of 

shipping interests who have agreed among themselves on the fixing of 

prices and other conditions and on the keeping out of any unwelcome 
in 

competition. And/this case the cartel to which Mr . Lightbourne ref~rred 

is the Asso ciation of West Indies - Transatlant ic Shipping Lines . These 

are the people whom Mr . Lightbour ne described as having a strange- hold 

on Jamaica ' s future . And the fact of this strange- hold can be measured 

by the reality of cargo ships belonging to other lines , cargo ships 

that would probably charge less to carry our goods, often leavmng 

Jamaica with their holds empty. This is no joke . And Mr . Lightbo1.me's 

use of the word ' strangee - hold' is nothing more than the bitter trti:th . 

To reduce our cost of lYving,to earn the money we need to give 

the poorer sections of t ~e Jamaican community a better break, to grow 

and to prosper, we must break this strangle-hold . This , I t hink , is 

a real national issue , way above party and person . It is also a tough 

issue and the government is going to need the support of everyone c£ 

us t o break it . They are entitled to that support . Goodnight . 
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No 431 New Look For Agriculture? 

N.EWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday May 22 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I think we are now beginning to see a lot more 

clearly how the new government sees some of Jamaica's basic probleDB, 

and the plans of action it has decided on - on some very important 

fronts at least. Perhaps the most important single decision in tenm 

of the immediate interests of the majority of Jamaicans is the dec:181.on 

to impose price controls as a means of bring down the cost of livi:rg . 

This, again in terms of t he majority, is a universally popular 

decision . It is now important for the government to put the decision 

into effect as soon as possible . Another decision , one from which 

the benefits will be seen in the long run and not immediately, is 

that xxDxxx±ea people setting up new industries will be given 

incentives to set up factories in what the Minister of Trade and 

Industrv calls the depressed areas of Jamaica . As I understand it 

this means that all our industrialisation efforts will no longer be 

concentrated in the Corporate Area of Kingston and St . Andrew, and 

with only a token factory here and there . I have before now expreaa ed 

the view that the people of Jamaica would benefit a gr eat deal more 

from our industrialisation programme if it were more scattered 

throughout the island than it now is, so I am very happy indeed about 

this decision . 

The other area in which very important and potentially far - rea:hing 

decisions have been made is in the fiels of agriculture; and none 

gave me as nruch pleasure as three points Mr . Gyles , t he Minister of 

Agriculture mentioned in Port Antonio on Saturday . 

Mr . Gyles said that the government was thinking of supplying 

mechanical tools where farmers could not get labour at reasonable 
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rat es . With this kind of assistance, he said, it would be possible 

for the farmer and his familyy to get on with the job themselves . 

This , for us in J amaica, is a pretty radical sort of approach . It mans 

that it would be poesible for a small farmer, using a small tractor, 

to plough up is f ar m in a day without the use of outside help . This 

sort of operation would of course only be poss ible o_n relatively f]a t 
~--- 7/~l ,.. 

land . But it would be possible to use 4tiltA¥4:¥ao bo J,J& on hillside land 

~ , once r eally careful and permanent terracing has been established . 

Indeed , the decision to use mechanical heln on f ar ms would be a verv 

strong ari:mment for undert akin~ a lonp;- term programme of terracinp; 

Jamaica.'s h illside l ~nd . This is the so r t of t h ing that has beAn done 

most successfully in Israel ; and places like ,Tanan are model s of how 

to get the very best out of land wh1ch is very much more mountainora 

than ours simnly by good and carefully planned terracinp; . I thtnk once 

we do get around to serious terracin~ we will be amazed at how litte 

u s e we have made of our land in the pas t . That is the day I am looking 

forward to . But of course t hi s usin~ of machines is goin~ to meAn 

one very imnortant thin~: it is going to mean the displacement of mmy 

farm labourers, espe~ially on the smaller farms. WhA.t are we go1..np; 

to do with these peonle who have been displaced by mactines? Do not 
feel 

get me wrong: I am all for usin~ mechanical heln . But I do/tkmk we 

must think clearly about the problems that will ensue . 

If I am right in my interpretation of what ~~ . Gyles has said so 

far, then we are i n fact going to bring a new look to our agriculture. 

We are go ing to try and out it on a proper business footin~ in stea:'l 

of treating as a form of social welfare activity to help ease our 

unemployment problems . And if that is in fact the case then we are 

going to face a number of problems , some of wh ich I will discuss 

tomorrow . So till then , goodnight . 
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No 432 Agriculture & Unemployment 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday May 23 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: If you look at a:ny country in the world where ttey 

have made a success of agriculture, one strikin~ thing stands out: 

successful agriculture is not a large employer of labour . This is s:, 

for big countries as well as for s mall countries : it is so for t he 

big United States and it is so for the small island of Puerto Rico . 

I have been on really large British farms, running into hundreds of 

acres, where you have the farmer and his family and perhaps two or 

three agricultural labourers . But these people use the most modern 

methods of farming and no man does the work that can be done by a 

machine : t he machine i s stronger and the machine is quicker than a 

score of labourers . And so in these countries where farming is 

successful agriculture contributes greatly to the national r evenue 

but its contribution to easing unemployment is lower than almost a.rv 
if is 

other sector ~f the national economy . So , xx agriculture/becomes more 

efficient in J amaica it is bound to use more machines and less men. 

I think this is a fact we must face squarely and make up our minds 

about . We must dec i de either an efficient and modern system of 

agriculture which will progressively use less and less people on tre 

land or else we mus t continue the rather pri mitive patt ern where 

welfare and employment considerat ions are paramount . If we choo se 

efficiency t hen we must prepare for a great drift from t he land and 

an upsurge of unemployment in the cities . 

There are things we can do to make this transition as easy as 

possible . My pet national terracing programme i s one such emergency 

measure : t he setting up of factori es in rural Jamaica and building 
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of satellite towns around the factories is another. And of course 

the new money brought in by a revitali s ed J amaican agriculture could. 

contribute greatly to the opening up and development of rural Jamaica. 

My i mpress ion 1s t hat .r . Gyles wants t o g ive agriculture t his 

new look . Certainly , from the long term point of view this is in oc• 
Jamaica's interest . But the problems of the transition are likely 1D 

be very great indeed. If this is in fact the broad pattern of Mr. ($Les' 

thinking then one thing becomes of vital importance and that is that. 

the entire f ar ming comrmmity in J a maica does some very hard t h inkirg 

on the part that agriculture can and should play in t he national life 

of the country . I do not think the government can carry through 

this great extercise by itself . It is going to need the advice, the 

criticism and the suggestions of the farming community; and of course 

it is going to need their co-operation. 

But many of our farmers and our farming institutions are set in 

their ways and shifting some of them is going to be quite a job. Some 

are going to resist change for no better reason than that they are 

u s ed to the old ways and are against change . It is rather like t he 

people who clear hillside land by firing . You tel l t hem what terrlie 

long-term damage it does but t hey go on doing it becaus e t hat i s how 

it has always been. They are hidebound by t he wrong t r aditions, t he 
bad 

wrong customs , t he wrong habits. Breaking t hes e/habits is of ten a 
pl ::y 

har d and di f f icult job . But it mu s t be donei f agricul ture is to/mde 

it s part in the building of a de cent future . Goodnight . 

• 
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No 433 Labour Day Violence 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission' on 
Thursday May 24 at 6 .15p·. m. 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Yesterday•~ Labour Day marches errupted into 

a nastywave of violence. One woman was killed and a large number 

of other people were injured, some of them quite badly. A very 

striking aspect of yesterday's outbreak of violence is_ the high 

casualty rate among the police . Report-a. are that between fourteen 

and sixteen policemen were injured while trying to restore order. 

And from the reports it would seem that certain gangs went out of 
. 

their way to attack the police . 

What are we to make o~ this ugly outbreak of violence? And 

what are we to make o~ this delibertate attack on the police? 

I think the first and the most important thing to do is to 

get the whole picture into its proper perspective. There -enough 

people who are already saying that political marches should be 

banned; that this is the beginning of a new wave of lawlessness 
. 

in Jamaica, and that all their fears and warnings about violence 

have been justified. Tp these people yesterday's ugly outbursts 

are a terrible dark shadow of the shape of things to come. So , let 

us try SJ?.d set the picture straight before a wave of destructive 

panic is generated. 

, 

Yesterday's outbursts were very ugly indeed. But this was not 

an island-wide outburst; in fact, it was an outburst in one section 

of Kingston only. There were Labour Day demonstrations and marches 

in other centres of Jamaica. And these went off peacefully and 

quietly and cheerfully. It was only in Western Kingston that we 

· had the nastiness and the ugliness of violence. So let us not 

smear and brand all the good and decent ordinary citizens of Jama1CJ1 
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for the crimes of a small bunch of lawless political fanati-cs . Thia 

is the first point we must get clear . This ugly outburst of violence 

was confined to a small part of Kingston : it was not a national 

thing . So let us not build it up into anything bigger . 

I am not saying this to minimise the importance of this nasty 

business . I just want us to look at it in a balanced way . But even 

viewed in this balanced light it is still very serious . It is by -
these methods, by violence and intimidation, by breaking the law, 

by attack their opponents with clubs and guns, that most dictatorships 

come into beingw These were the methods used by Hitler ' s goon sqauds, 

and Mussollin1's fascist thugs to undermine the rule of law . And 
-

once the rule of law was undermined, the way was clear for the 

dictators . That is why I am particularly disturbed by what seems 

to have been a .calcul~ted attack on the police . 

And let u~ face it, the leaders of our political parties must 

take a large measure of blame for yesterday's violence . Now , I am 

not saying that anybody in the top leadership of the parties specifi caj 

encouraged violence . It is not as simple as that . But the fact remains 
• that for a long time ~ow a measure of violence has been tacitly 

a 
accepted by all parties as/lt gitimate part of party aptivitt••• I 

think our political leaders. must now make it clear to their followers 

that an independent _Jamaica cannot affood this brand of political 

activity oAnd if the rule of law is to survive then our political 
, ' 

leaders must stop undermining the authority OF 00ft ~6LI6~ F6ft6 E. 

Goodnight . 
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No 434 The Citizen and ~e Police 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday May 25 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: After Wednesday's violence the relations between 

the police and a section of the citizens of Kingston are likely 

to be even more strained than they normally are . The police had to 

use strong measures to stop the violence; they used tear gas and 

they used their clubs; and in the process they must have hurt quite 

a number of people . It is likely that some people who were not 

doing ·anything wrong were also hurt in the process . And when this 

sor·t of thing happens people become understandably bitter about 

the police. And yet, you know, this business must have been quite 

difficult for the police themselves . But of course, the person who 

is at the receiving end ot tear- gas or a night - stick is not goi~g 

to worry about the difficulties of the man who throws the tear-gas . 
or uses the night- stick. To him that man is the e~emy, and there 

1s never anything good about the enemy . 

Bu1t let us try and think calmly about Wedneaday 1 s outburst. 

Let us assume that there were no police with their tear-gasi and 

their night-sticks . What would have happened . The violence would 

have gone on unchecked; and instead of one person being killed and 

a number injured, we may have had ten or twenty or a hundred killed 

in an orgy of shooting and stabbings and the like . Indeed, if 

their ha4 been no restraining force to s~op the violence, it is 

mo~t likely that it would have spread, like a wave of madness, 

reaching out further and further until it became utterly beyond 

control. And who knows how far such -a wave of madness might have 

spread before sanity returned? I have seen mob violence at firsthand, 

and believe me, it is a form of madness that can spread like a forest 
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fire , consuming everything before it . If we had no police to stop 
I Wednesda~ outbursts the whole Jamaican picture might be different 

today . We are all of us subconsciously aware of this: we know that 

the police are our shield against the complete collapse of ord~rly 

living . And yet we all tend to r esent the police and to regard them 

secretly as enemies . 
• 

And the police, on their side, often forget .that they are there 
Some of them 

as servants , not masters , of the public . / %u~ tend to see every 

private citizen as a potential criminal : they tend to be bossy and 

high- handed , they tend to bully the weak and the ignorant . 

Both these attitudes, that of the private citizen and that of 

the police, ar e hangovers from the colonial past whe~ the poli ce 

were the servants of an alien master imposing an alien rule o~ us . 

But all that is ended now . Today the police are our servants~ the 

guardians of rules and laws made by us . The trouble is that neither 

the hearts and mtnds of the police nor the hearts and minds of the 

, private citizens are as yet adjusted to this new fact . I think once 

both police and public are adjusted to this fact relations will be 

so m~c~ happier and so much healthier . 

So I would urge every citizen to think yery carefully about 

his or her attitude to the police, and about the part the police 

play in our society . And I would also urge every policeman to think 

very carefully about his relations with the public and his attitude . . 
to the public. It seems to me that after what happened on Wednesd~ 

such a careful thinking out of the relations between police and 

public is very badly needed ~or the sake of the society . 

Goodnight . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 435 The High Cost of Dying 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For trans mission on 
Saturday May 26 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter -Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: We are always talking about the high cost of 

living, BJ;ld certainly the -cost of living is so high t oday that it 
-

isan important talking point . But I wonder how many of you have 

given any serious thought to something which has recently struck me 

very for.cibly - and that is the high and ris:1.ng cost of dying. 
• ,for me, 

I first discovered this/new phenom~non on my last visit to · 

the United States . Some friends had taken me out for the evening, 

and after dinner and the theatre they took me to Harlem's most 

famous night- club, the Baby Grando The fame of the Eaby Grand rests 

of the shoulders of an entertainer called .Nips~ Russell, and to 
I 

realise Just how good Nipsy Russell i s you must combine t he ·comic 

skills of Charles Hyatt and Ranny Williams . Anyway, it was while 

Nipsy Russe~l was 1telling one of his famous stories that a ver y 

tall and impr essive man joined' our tabl e, coLJ.ected a l l our bi l ls 
I protested but 

and then ordered champagne . /One of my friends said: 'That's all 

right. He can afford it. He's in the funeral parlour business'. 
Negr oes 

And tben I discovered that some of t he richest/:mf]I[ in t he Un ited 

States a~e in what my f riend .call ed the Funeral Par lour Business. 

A large number o f these men, he said, had become mill ionaires 

because of t he high cost of dying . The big man who had j oined us 

' was one such millionaire. This interested me so I a sked a number 

of questions . 

I found out t hat having a really impr essive funeral with a 

beautifully polished &KXDX coffin of hardwood was a· must for most 

American Negr oes. They gener ally had an expensive dunlopillo at the 

bottom of the coff in and t he walls wer e lined with the finest 
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and costliest silk materials. Often the body of t he deceased was 

embalmed before burial : and all these preparations were generally 

~ by the funeral parlour which supplied the hearse and the 

transport as well as a choir of really beautiful singers o I also 

found out that the lowest charge in New York for putting on such 

an impressive funeral was in the region ~f two thousand dollars, 

which would be somewhere near seven hundred pounds for us. This 

does not of course include the cost of the funeral plot or the 

clothing of the mourning family . And it is not sf cs tt&L the very 

best in funerals : it is i mpressive but no more . Something more 

elaborate could be had for two _or three or _four times the amount of , 

money. And so an impressive but relatively modest funeral worked 

out at_ about a thousand pounds. And ~ in order to have the right 

kind of funeral people start paying off to these funeral parlours 

well in advanc ~,~~uch the same way as we pay insurance. And so 
1 

dying has become a big and costly business with costs going up • . 

I was ~•dllliBm reminded of all this by a funeral I attended 

recently here in Jamaica . The man in the family had died leaving 
3 

his wife and/young children a modest amount in savings and insurance. 

In .order to put on the right kind of flineral the wife spent all- the 

sav ings . And now she has to feed and house and clothe and educate 

three youngsters without a penny in reserve. It made me wonder 

whether the man himself would not have preferred a more modest 

funeral ,with some money in reserve for his growing and living young 

childreno What do you think? . . . . . . . . . . . . . Goodnighto 
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No 436 

NEWS COMMENTARY 

1) Ban on Tinned Citrus 
2~ Agricultural Marketing 

For transmission on 
Monday May 28 at 6 . l5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I think there has been a certain confusion 

about the position of imported tinned citrus . The way the news has 
' . ' come out it would seem that the government has imposed a compl ete 

ban on the importing of tinned citrus , which comes mainly from 

the United States . But in fact this is not the case . The governmen~ 

has not banned the importing of tinned citrus . And I think% the . 

use of the word 'ban ' was particularly unfortunate in this case 
I' 

b ecause it gave the wrong impression, wh~ch can cause unnecessary 

misunderstanding between ourselves and trading interests in the 

United States . 

What has in fact happened is that the importing of tinned 

citrus has been placed on specific licence, which is a completely 

different thing from banning . If tinned citrus had in fact been 

banned it would have meant that we would not import such tinned 

citrus '-:lllder any circumstances . But with tinned citrus on specific 

licence, it simply means that no tinned 
rut 

citrus can be imported 

w1 try' the importer f 1rs"t gett ing_ a licence from the 

So the position is that tinned •citrus is not banned 

importedo 

Trade Board. 
a,..,,,.-

and still be 
It 

The big difference is that it cannot now be imported freely 

and any old how. If anybody wants to import citrus now, they must 

· first go to the Trade Board and ask for a licence . And before the 

Trad~ Board will give such a licence it will consult the Citrus 

Growers Association . If the Citrus Growers Association proves to 

the satisfaction of the Trade Board that local citrus can supply 

the need then the Trade Board is likely to turn down the apllicaticn 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

for an importing licence o If, on the other hand, the Association 

does not satisfy the Board that it can supply the needed citrus, 

then the Board is most likely to give the permission to import . 

This means that whether the supply is locally produced or imported, 

the consumer will not suffer: tinned orange juice will be available 

for those people who want it . Whether it is locally produced or 

whethe~ it is imported , will now depend entirely on our citrus 

industry . So the challenge, as Mr. Gyles indicated last Thursday, 

is to our local citrus industry . They can have the entire market, 

if they can win it . , 

And it would suit both the industry and the country if they 

can meet the challenge and capture the market. But the industry 

will have to prove itself. I think this sort of challenge will be 

good, . both for citrus in particular and for agriculture in general . 

I think that one possible reason for the popularity of tinned 

orange juice, especially in _the Corporate Area, is that it is alwa;ys 

available and at a reasonable price, in and out of seasono I think 

that most people would prefer fresh oranges if they .were as availabe 

and if prices compared favourably with the tinned variety. It is a 

sad commentary on the poor state of our marketing that Kingston often 
suffers fresh 

/such a shortage of reasonably priced/citrus that we have to import 

the tinned stuff. I look forward to the day when citrus growers 

have so improved tneir marketing that we will not need to buy the 

tinned stuff. The citrus growers now- have the incentive to bring 

this about. Goodnighto 
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No 437 The Shipping Cartel (Follow-up) 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday May 29 at 6_. 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

, Good _evening : On Monday of last week I gave you the hard facts 

behind Mr . Robert Lightbourne ' s statement that his Ministry intends 

to break the strangehold that a powerful ship~ing cartel has on the 

future of Jamaica . You will remember that I gave you facts and 

figures to show that we who are nearer the United Kingdom than both 

South Africa and Australia had to pay more to ship our citrus to 

the United Kingdom than both those more distant lands. And the 

reason-- for this is that the Association of West Indies- Transat1antjc 

Shipping Lines had agreed among themselves on the fixing of prices 

and other conditions arid on the keeping out of compe~ition . 

Since Mmmia,:xaxwwmEE~ I made that broadcast a number of people 

have expressed their anger at this state .of affairs. But over and 

above their anger has been the worried question: How can we break 

this stranglehold? 

Well , I have been trying t~ get the answers to precisely this 

question . How do we break this stranglehold that this shipping 

cartel has on Jamaica's vital trading with the outside world? 

The obvious answer is to try and bring in another .shipping 

line to do business with us. And I can tell yo that this is 

prec i sely what the government is· doing now. Mr. Lightbourne's 

Ministry is now having talks with a new shi pping group to try and 
you 

work out arrangements for t l;lem to carry our cargo. I am sure/will 

understand that it is not in Jamaica's best interests to name this 

new shipping group at t his time. The Association of West Indies-

,, Transatlantic Shipping Lines is going to do its damndest to try and 

wreck any such arrangement if it can; so t h e less the Association 
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knows of what we ar e try ing to arrange , the better. All I wi l l tell 

you now is that if thi s deal does go through , and it looks like 

going through , then our shipping costs are likely to be much lower 

than they are at present . 

But as I told you on Monday of last week, t his is going to be 

one of our toughest battles and our only hope of breaking the hold 

- of this cartel is by united and determined support of the government , 

if the going gets rough , as it is likely to do . 

For instance , when India tried to break the hold of this same 
I 

~ Line by bringing in another shipping company , the cartel 
shipping charges 

dropped its/~~tua to m1 so low a level that it was - losing money. 

I n this way it underbid ·the new cm shipping company .&KOCX~lll&Raix%% 

i:mxx~ xilxabalu The Indian mercha..~ts did not realise what was going 

on . To them competition had simply resulted in a marvellous droppirg 

of s hipping charges , and as merchants and exporters would do any- · 

where, they gave their shipping business to the lowest bidder . And 

since the lowest bidder was the same big cartel which had previous]J 

charged so much, they gave their business to the same line . The 

result was that the new company was squeezed out, leaving the big 

monopoly once more alone in the field . And then the monopoly put up 
chrges / 

its/~~XBJ!K to even higher than they were before: and India found 

herself more completely at the mercy of the cartel than before,because 

no other line would come in and take a chance in case the Indian 

exporters let it down. So, if the government does do a deal with 
a form of 

another shipping line , we would be commiting/economic suicide if 

we let the cartel break it by under- bidding . This is the big danger 

in trying to break this shipping stranglehold. Goodnight . 
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No 438 The Hong Kong Wall 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmi ssion on _ 
Wednesday May 30 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : When the East German communist regime built i t s 

Wall to -prevent East .Berliners from escaping to West Berlin and to , 
-

freedom , the entir? western world e~pressed shock and horr or . 

Newspapers , radios and ever y other Jneans of communicationl dramat i sed 

this new form of communist barbarism . And every time East Berli ners 

defied and defeated their communi st overlords by escaping eit her 

over~ under the wall, the press and people of the western world 

applauded and welcomed them as brave and heroic fighters ti for 

freedom. And w9,,a11 of us generally assumed that the Wall was a 

particularly communist brand ~f wickedness and inhumanity. And we 

all of us condemned it , as it deserved and still deserves to be 

condemned . 

But if we condemn the Berlin Wall, is it not our duty also 

to condemn the new Wall which the British have just erected in 

Hong Kong to keep out refugees from Red China? Or is there one 

stanp.ar d of judgement for wha~ the communists do and another standatl 
' of judgement for what the western democracies do? But let us get 

the facts straight first . 

The British Crown Colony of Hong Kong is a tiny area of 391 

square miles,olh! the south- east coast of China : but as well as tk 

Hong Kong island the colony also includes a piece of steep hillside 

land on the Chinese mainland. · So , lUe -
with Berlin, there is a 

land border between communism and democracy . The border between 

British Hong Kong ~xx22xmhxxx~ and comnrunist China ls 22 miles 

long . The population of Hong Kong has always been high . Before the 

refugees from comnrunist China started flowing into the colony its 
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population was estimated to be about two and a half millions . But 

since the Qoming of the refugees the population ha~ shot up to 

somewhere around three and a quarter millions . Now this , by any 

yardstick is a staggering increase , and what makes it worse is the 

xblbmaa very smallness of the colony . We in J amaica with more than 

ten times the land area of Hong Kong ar~ worried about population 

growth and our population is s11.gh~ly over half that of Kong Kong ' s 

population. But against this we must set the fact that Hohg Kong 

is not an agr&cultural country . It is one of the greatest free ports 
' , 

in the world , with a shipping t ur nover that makes ours look silly, . 

It also does extensive ship buildi ng and repairing; and it is way 

ahead of u~ in its manufactur i ng industries . , And you know that the 

more industrialised a country is , the more people it can support to 
' . -

, 

the square mile . But having made all these allowances , the populat:k:>n 

is still fantastically high . And this is the reason why the British 

have built their Wall along the 22- mile long border to k"eep out 

the refugees from communist China . I have given you all the facts 

so that you should see that there is a pract ical justification for 

the Wall . But no matter how practical the justification, I cannot, 

on any moral ground~, find any excuse for the British sending the 

refugees back into communist China , especially when the Formosa 

government is willi ng to accept them . Sure there are problems and 

difficulties . But are these more important than human freedom? For 
/ 

me this sending back of the refugees is a monstrous and unforgiveace 
act of 

/inhumanity . To excuse this we must also excuse the Berlin Wall and 

more ••••••• Goodnight . 
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No 439 The Expenditure Budget & 
Jamaica's Financial Position 

NEltvS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday May 31 at 6.l5p . m 
Peter AbraQams speaking 

Good evening: Mr . D:>nald Sangster, the Minister of Finance , 

this afternoon presented the Expenditu~e ~stimates of our Budget 

for 1962- 63 to the first business session of the new House of . 

Reprewentatives. After Mr. Sangster presented his Estimates the 

House adjourned until next Tuesday when his proposals will come 

- up for formal debate . This will give members -of our p~rliament 

roughly five days in which to study Mr . Sangster~ proposals. I 

think they are going to need all of those five days t~ study. the 

Estimates , and I also think we are going to see a really lively 

debate on the Estimates next week. I personally think it would 

be premature to shoot off my mouth about Mr . Sangster~s proposals . 

Like our members of parliament, I want to take a little time to 

study all their possible implications, especially as this govermentB 

approach to our finances may be markedly different from that of 

the past P . N.P. gov~rnment . 
I 

What I would like to discuss this evening is the much public:ed 

statement ~nat our national p~rse is empt~; that the government 

finds itself without anj money. This talk has alarmed many people 

who interpret it as a suggestion that the past government has led 

the country to the verge of bankruptcy. Now let us face it, there 
party 

are great political advantages to the/~mXEX in power if such a view 

is popularly accepted . The government will be able to say:'We had 

intended to ·do this, tha and the other but we now find that there 

just is not the money to do it; so please do not blame us if we 

cannot do all we want to. This is the mess we inherited from the 

previous government'o This is smart politics and it can be an 
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effective way of winning sympathy i~ making unpopular but necessary 

decisions . But there is always the danger that this sort of talk 
I 

could become more successful than the people who started it intended 

it to be . People might really believe t hat t he country is on the 

verge of bankruptcy; people might -really believe that Jamaica is 

flat broke and in a mess . And if they believe this, and especially 

if the investors believe this, then we could get into a real mess . 

A wave of panic might lead to a drying up of money and to a drastic 

drop in investment . So I believe that ·all this talk about how broke 

the country is can be a very dangerous thing, for all its political 

advantages . 

But what is the actual economic state of the _country? In terms 

of money Jamaica owes to the outside world something in the region 

of £30 million pounds: that is about the size of our national debt. 

Against this, our t r ess National Product is in the region of £250 

million pounds a year: in other words, the national economy generaus 

about 250 million pounds a year. To describe this as being broke 

is like saying that a man who has ten thousand pounds invested in 

all sorts of profit -making things, but who does not have a penny in 

the bank, is broke. And t his is patently silly . In fact, a really 

intelligent and pushing businessman does not want to have cash in 

the bank. Tha~ is idle money . And so the absence of hard cash is 

no sign of being broke . It is important that we should get this fa~ 
J;_G ~ ' 

straight: Jamaica today is not broke. Tomorrow 

.1 ';;;;,s~ ralre . So till then, goodnight . 

~, . ., ~ 

I will smgges tr' 7 
~ 
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No 440 Who Controls the National Wealth? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday June 1 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I told you last night ~hat it seemed to me silq· 
I 

to suggest that Jamaica , which owes roughly 30 million pounds and 

has a Gross National Product of roughly 250 mill i on pounds, is bro·ke. 

On the basis of such figures we are well- off as a nation . In fact, 

on the basis .of such figures we are not · being really honest in 

describing ourselves as an under- developed nation . Ag_ain, on the 
' 

basis of such figures we should have no difficulty at ·all i n raising 

loans pr ovided the condi tions are r ight and provided we project the 
and mature 

image of a poli~cally and econom&cally stable/society which will 

honour its obl igations ; and , of course, provided the money is 

avai lable. So , on the basis of the s1~ r our Gro ss Nat i onal 

Product and on the relative smallness of our national debt, we shou~d 
normal _ 

not have any difficulties rai sing/loans from abroad . 

But I think we will come up against a completely ·different 

kettle of fish if we try to raise grants from abroad ~or development 

purposes . Furthermore , _I also think we are likely to have a very 

hard time if we tried to raise special long- term, low-interest- rate 

loans from abroad for development purposes. I think agencies like 

the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund are likely to 

ask pretty searching questions if we approach them for these special 

kinds of low- interest loans . And certainly, the Americans will also 

ask some searching questions of their own if we appealed to them 

for development grants . Indeed, I think it was quite an achieveme~t 

for the past government to get the kind of money they did from 

the United States for the low- cost hous ing and rural water schemes . 

I think the first . question these people are likely to ask, 
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once they have looked at our figures, is : What proportion of your 

Gross National ~roduct, what proportion of your own money, do you 

use for your own national development schemes? -

And how will we answer them? I cannot give the figures in 

pounds , shillings and pence and I do not know if anybody else can, 

but all the _evidence suggests that we use a very small pr_oportion 

of our Gross National reduct to plough back into national developnmt. 

About sevnty percent of our Gross National ~roduct is in the 

hands of the private sectoE of the economy; so let us say the govemnen 
national 

uses a large portion of the 30% in its hands for,idevelopment . This 
, 

would still be pretty small . Most countries, use a very nruch higher 

proportion of the national product for ' national development, and 

some countries · - Britain and the United States are clas-s ical examples 
-

finance all their own development projects out of their own national 

resources . When we think of aid, we automatically think -of Britain 

and the United States . What we often seem to forget is that the morey 

for such gid nrust come out of the pockets of the workers and business 

people of those countries in the form of taxes . So when we ask these 

people for help they are likely to ask: What are you doing to~help 
They ar~ likely to say : · / . 

yourself?/We see that as a nation you have a Gross National Product 
how 

of ro~ghly 250 million pounds, well, tell us/you use it . What share 

of it goes into the development of your nati9n as a whole? And what 

contri bution is the private sector making to your national development 

And how do you regulate it ? These are some of the urgent questions 

I hope our parliament will deal with when the debate on our expendit1r 

~s t imates come up on Tuesday . Goodnight o 
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No 441 The Politics of Economics 

NEWS COMMfflTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday June 2 at 6 . 15p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Because this is Budget time, I have s pent the 

last couple of evenings discussing the economic state of the nation. 

The key points I suggested were : First, that it seemed to me silly 

to say that the country was broke because there was a fixe,d and 

visible sum of money to call . on . Thinking in terms of money in the , 

kitty is essentially small-time colonial economics which Jamaic~ hes 
' left far behind . Seflond, I suggested that with a Gross National 

Product of roughly 250 million pounds a year and a national debt of 

roughly 30 million pounds we should have no difficulty raising any 

loans,. provided all the conditions are right . And third, I suggested, 

in the form of a series of \'{Uestions, that we may find it hard to 

get aid, as distinct from loans, because we ourselves are not doing 

enough to finance our own ·development plans. ~ axxaaxx~min% Politbs 

and economics are often pretty intimately bound up, especially in 

natio~al affairs . And it is on my third point, that of financing 

our own development, that economic decisions must in fact be 

dominated by political considerations. 

I suggested on Friday that describing Olllrselves as an under­

developed nation .was not strictly true. All we have to do is look 

about us and measure the standard of living of the Jamaican middle 

classes against the standard of living of the middle classes in­

the United States or Britain to realise that our middle classes ar~ 

in some ways, very nruch better off in terms of creature comforts 

than the middleclasses in those two great countries. Very, very 

few middleclass families in Britain or the United States enjoy the 

luxury of one, let alone two maids and a yard boy. Porportionately, 
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more middleclass families in Jamaica own cars than do families i n 

those two great countries : and as for the two - cars middle class 

family, there are prortionately more of them in Jamaica than in 

those two countrieso 

On the other side of the penny , neither Britain nor the United 

States can- match us for our extremes of poverty. Port•ionatmm~, our 
. 

unemployment and under- employment figures are vastly greater than 

theirs . And in terms of what your pound note or your dollar bill 

can buy a greater percentage of our working people earn less than 

do the working people of those two countries . 

Bu~ you . should know all this. Mr . Eddie Seaga brought all this' 

to dramatic public light when he started the great debate on the 

'Haves' and the 'Have- nots' when the J . L.P . was still in opposition. 

I think we can say with complete fairness that possibly our 

major single immediate problem is the problem of the uneven 

distribution of the wealth of the nation. And I think it was the 

public regognition of this problem by the Jamaica Labour Party, and 

its promise to do something about it that largely won the election. 
-

In persuit of its promise it has announced that it will introduce 

price controls and it has put orange juice and tom~to juice on 

specific licence . But these are really small dramatic gestures . 

The great big problem is 'still ahead of us. It is the problem the 

P .N. P . did not face up to; and it is the one Mr . Seaga dramatised, 

and it is the one Jamaica must face up to sooner or la~er: and that 

is the problem of the distribution of the wealth of_ the nation. 

At bedrock, and in ~pite of all our other fancy moves,this is Jamaica 

most profound political, economic and social problem. Its solution 

is going to demand Imlch from both government and people. The sooner 

we tackle it, the better for Jamaica . Goodnight . 
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No 442 The Meaning olfl Indpendence : 
Departure· of British Army 

NEWS COMYlENTARY 
For transmi ssion on • 
Monday June 4 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : 
~ On Saturday , which ,,... celebrated as the offi cial 

birthday of t~e Queen, we witnessed the formal leave- taking of the 

British garrison from Jamaica . There are still British soldiers at 
,J 

Up Park Camp and Newcastle , and some of them wi ll be here until 
ly 

the 22nd of this month o But offic iat the British army garrison 

has said goodbye to Jamaicao After 250 years of being responsible 

for our defence and for our security , they have handed t hat 

responsibility to our own people~ And this is one of the most 

important aspects of the meaning of independence for Jamaica . I 

think mo·st of us have taken the presence of the Bri tisf.i. army for 

granted : it w_as or it seemed a natural part of the local national 

scene; something that had always been with us and so we did not 
, 

give it much thought . In times of str.e,ss ·and t1:ouble - ina a 

hyrricane , in a strike t hat could stop the economic heartbeat of 

the nation , whenever BKJ:EmQ there was the threat of large- scale 

violence to ov~rthrow the elected, goverrummt - the British army, 

garrison was always on hand, willing and able to go into efficient 

action in order to help keep the peace of the land. Without thinkirg 

too much about it, we knew this and the knowledge gave us a sense 
. ' 

of security . And those who were bent on large-scale trouble and 
J,/ . 

mischief we~ restrained by the knowledge' of the· presence of the 

British army among us . 

Soon now all this will be over . We will have to carry the 

burden of our peace and security by ourselves. I think many people 

realised the full impl~cations of this fact for the first time on 

Saturqay morning as they watched the impressive farewell ceremony 
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at Up Park Camp . And I think a number of them suddenly felt a litt:e 

worried, a littl~ disturbed, a little uneasy . Possibly the greatest 

single prop on which Jamaica~s stability and internal security 

had been based in the past , was quietly being removed . And' suddenly, 

a number of people thought very conscio~sly fo~ the' first time 

of this protective shield to our stability which we have all taken 

sp very much for granted . And let us face it , many of them suddenly ­

became frightemed of the whole thought of independence, and had 

second thoughts . 

Quite frankly, I think this is a very much healthier reaction 

than the other and more prevalent one. For many people the coming 

of independence looks like being some sort of a monumental ball. 

I have already told you of the man who said he was going to drive 

down King Street on August 6th and park his car anywhere he likea 

and God help a:ny policeman who bothered . And there are others for 

· whom August 6th will be the beginning of a week-long drunken spree . 

And there are still others for whom August 6th will mean ~~eemam 

that brand of ' freedom' which is not freedom at- all but t he worse 

kind of anti-social linence - expressed as the sort of violence and 

hooliganism we saw on Labour Day. 

And so it seems to me t hat it would be a very good idea for us 

to try and do a little clean an'd straight thinking about this 

independence that is just ahead of us. When the celebrations are . 

over, when our flag is flying, when the important guests have wined 

and dined and gone, what will we see in an independent Jamaica? What 
• 

will independence mean? I will continue this theml tomorrow evening. 

so till then; goodnight . 
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No 443 The Meaning of Independence : 
The World and Ourselves 

NEWS' COMMENTARY 
For t r ansmi ss ion on 
Tuesday June 5 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good eveni ng : I ended my comments last night by asking : what , 

will we see i n an independent Jamaica after August 6th . The answer 

is obvious but let me state it all the sa me . will see no strikirg 

changes of any kind . If a dec ent c lean up and paint up job had beai 

done before we will see the remains of it after independence . The 

streets , the cities , the town~ the villages will l ook t he same aftEr 

independence as they did before . Jamaica will still b~ the same 

land with the same hills and valley , kissed by the same sun, washed 

by the same rain, bounded· by the same sea . If there is unemployment 

before independence the coming of independence will not ~ipe that 

out; if there is h1-1:,nger and homelessness, if our coat-of- living is 

high, if the gap between the 'haves' and the 'Have-nots ' is wide , 

if our marketing organisation is poor, if our imports are high and 

our exports ar e low , - lf all thes e things are with us the month or 

the week or the year before independence, then the fact of the 

coming of _independence will not wipe them out . Jamaica will be 

the same place; the people of Jamaica will be the same people . We 

will none of us suddenly a9hieve a new dignity, a new status, or 

new wealth simply because Jamaica became independent. That will be 

the position inside Jamaica both the week before and the _week after 

indpendence . 

It is outside Jamaica, it is in our relations with the outside 

world that we will see the most immediate changeso Immediately 
I 

after independence we will have a High Commissioner in London and 
- ' one in Ottawa; we will have an Ambassador in Washington; we will 

have a Consul in New York; and we will have a permanent representative 
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at the United Nations . And these people will wake over the respons:llilt: 

from Britain of speaking for us in the outside world and of arguing 
I 

our case on trade, ·on aid and other economic and political matters . 

They will also take over responsibility of looking after Jamai~ans 

who are ·abroad. And of course these people are going to need officm 

from wh ich to work and staff to do the routine work . And so the 

government has allocated just over £320 , 000 for the setting up of 
/ 

the Ministry of External Affairs which will r.un our relations with 

the outside world . 

And so the two most immediately recognisable realities to come 

out of our indepndence are : First, that we must take over respons:llili 
) ' 

for our own mi~itary forces , which is bound to involve us in the 

expense of & HR~+ of keep up that force: and second that we must 
-

take over responsibility for handling our relations wit~ the outside 

world; another costly job whicq Britain did for us formerly . So, in 
the ~ 

both these two very important matters/%0~ coming of independence 

means the shouldering of responsibilities which Britain carried for 

us before independence o 
\ 

It is to the Outside world and in the 

outside world that independence will bring to Jamaica and Jamaicans 

a new status and a new dignity . But we will have to pay a price in 

both money and responsibility ••• • • • But what does independence mean 
in our towns · 

to the unemployed man or woman/or to the man' scratching a living 

from a small holding up in the hills? Does it mean anything to 

the poor and the hungry? And should it mean anything? I'll try to 

nswer these questions tomorrow so till then, goodnight . 
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No 444 The meaning of Independence: 
The National Spirit 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday June 6 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

. 
Good evening: If the coming of independence is not going to 

make any striking and dramatic difference in the conditions of the 

poor and the hungry and the unemployed and the dispossessed, then 
I 

what is ' the point and ~eaning of independence for these people? 

Why should a man .or woman who has nothing look forward to and 

celebrate an independence that looks like offering him or her nothing? 

Trying to answer these questions bring us to what seems to me 

to be the heart of these discussions of the meaning of independence. 

I think most dispassionate observers will agree that the active 

preparations for our independence·- celebrations ,· as well as the active 

interest in these prepartions, have been largely confined \o that 

section of the Jamaican community which Mr . Seaga has described as 

'the Haves' . The 'Have-nots ' have shown sigularly little inte~est. 

I think part of the reason for this may well be the 1act that Jamaica 

has really been in~ernally independent for quite some time now . But 

another possible reason for this lack of interest could be that the 

' Have-nots' do not see this t s the coming of their independence. 

From the point of view of ~omeone who has nothing the coming of an 

independence which offers him nothing may very well +oqk like no 

independence at ~all - that is , unless he gives it a meaning t hat 

includes qualities that are other than mater1a11·stic . So , what 

qual-ity or qualities can we give to the meaning of our independence 

that would be i:QLl~:ta:n charged with the same emotional content to 

a Kingston businessman, an unemployed citizen of Back-o-Wall, a 

Rastafari'Bll, a middle-class house wife, a city clerk, a man in the 

hills with a small holding, a big farmer and a countrywoman who has 
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to car ry her household water from. a standpipe half a 
. so . 

What does our 1ndependence · orfer that is/big &IIJlgk 

mile away 'i 
so 

and/strong and 
so compelling 

/ •xancgk that it can bind these ver y different people together in a 

common bond of love and loyalty? This is just another way of asking 

whether Jamaica has in fact de.veloped a national spiri t that is 

strong . enough to t r anscend class, colour , creed or wealth o Because 

it it has then this ~s the one factor that wi l l make i ndependence 

as meanfngful to the poor and the hungry and the dispossessed as it 
,' 

is t o the wealthy and the well- fed . 
seed 

t · think the gim• of thi~ national spirit is there . I thi nk it 

has been there for a ver y long time . I think all the impulses of 
seed flower 

the society are to let this/gum grow and/fimx~±ak : but ever ybody 

looks to everybody else for nu~ ring .it and nursing it while they 

themselves do business as usual . This , to me, is the ~iggest of tra 

challenges of independence . If an independent Jamaica is to be 

peaceful and stable then all of us must s hare in the responsibilit y 

of making it so : not only must the rich give up a share of their 
wealth 
~xmftta for the general good, the poor must also give up a share of . 

their wealth, which is their labour, for the gener:al good . And our 

leaders must tell us clearly and simply the things we must do and tle 

responsibilities we must shoulder, to make and independent Jamaica 

a better place to live in for all its citizens . 

If · we do these things then we do not need to fear the challengin~ 
, 

adventure of transforming a people and a country into a · un~ ed naticn 

Goodnight • 

. ' 
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No 445 In The House on Tueday 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday June 7 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Ab~ahams speaking 

Good evening: When the debate on the Expenditure Estimates Wffi 

resumed in the House on Tuesday, things went along very much more 

quietly than I thought they would . Mr. Arnett, who led off for the 

Opposition, criticised the Estimates on what were essentially points 

of detail , though he did make the point that with less being spen4 

on devetopment pro~ects less work will be provided. But there was 

no sharp point of conflict of principle, and so there were no high 

and dramatic moments . One interesting point that did emerge from 

Mr . Arnett ' s speech was the fact that the government porposes to 

spend a round figure of £460,000 in all on our independence 

celebrations . I suspect that part of the re~son for the relatively 

quiet response of the Opposition was because neither they, nor- the 

country , are in possession of all the details of how ·the ~overnment 

proposes to spend the nearly 43 million pounds in the Estimates . 

But much more interesting to me than the act~al agrument about 

facts and figures ~ere a few important side issues that came out of 

the House sitting . And here the people who raised topics of vital 

long- term importance were Mr. Lightbounne on ~he Government side ard 

Mr . Manley on the Opposition side. Mr . Manley asked the Premier a 

list of questions on the very vital matter of Jamaican migration to 
The citizens of 

the United States after independence . / All the other independent 

countries in this region of the worlq enjoy free entry into the 

United States to live and to work . Mr . Manley wanted to know whetmr 
an independent 

the Goye·rnment would make sure that the citizens of/ Jamaica enjoy 

this same privil~ge . I do not think I have to stress the importance 
i 

of this particular matter o~ free entry into the United States: we 
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ali know that this could make a world of difference to our unemploy­

ment problem, and therefore to our economy , especially now that 

Britain has decided on restricting entry there . 

From Mr . Lightbourne we had two equally important announcements. 

The first was that the structure of our tourist industry would be 

given a new look . A Diretor of Tourism, a man with professional 

experience of the tourist industry, will be appointed. This I think 

quite clearly· means that the Government has decided to scrap the 

imezma Tourist Board which now runs the industry . In its place tbEre 

will be set upa consulaatlve board made up of persons who have a 

vested interest in the tQurist industry . This board will be able to 

make suggestions and give advice, but the responsibility for runni?g 

Jamaica's tourist industry will be the sole responsibility of the 

Director of Tourism who, in turn , will be responsible to the Minista'- . 

I think the whole point of this new move is to try and make tre 

industry much more Jamaican in character . Many people have felt that 

the benefits of the tourist industry have gone into too few hands; 

others have felt that the industry as now conducted was selling 

Jamaica short culturally . I think these critics were right . But I 

t hink it is only fair to say that given the simple of objective of 

bringing dollars into the country, and with no social, political or 

cultural considerations, which was ~the original directive to the 

Tourist Board, that Board and especially Mr . Abe Issa, have done 

a pretty good job . And so I was glad that the Minister paid tribute 

to Mr. Issa . I think he deserved it . And so now we will have a new 

look in our tourist industry . Tomorrow I will discuss the General 

Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and the vexing problem of mechanisatbn . 

So till then, goodnight . 
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No 446 1) G. A. T.T. 
2) Mechanisation 

NEWS CPMMENTARY 
For transmission on , 
Friday June 8 at 6 . 15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The second important announcement Mr . Lightboume 

made when he took part in tp.e Expenditure Estimates debate in the 

House on Tuesday· evening was that Jamaica would join the General 

Agreement on Tariffs and Trade . As its name suggest• ¢ G. A. T. T. is 

an international agreement entered into by the nations of the world 

to regulate and streamline their trading ~elations . The Treaty 

setting up G. A.T.T . was signed in Geneva in 1947 by some 23 nation~ 

including the United. States , Canada and Britain . Today nearly 9~% 
of the world's trading nations are members of G.A. T.T . The treaty 

setting up G.A. T. T. xxum stated its main objective to be the 

reducing of trade barriers between nations by mutual concessions . 

This means that when Jamaica becomes a member of G.ATT our exports 

would have favourable access to a larger number of overseas markets 

than we would have outside GATT . In turn, of course, we will also 

have to throw our markets open to other members of GATT . There is 

a safeguard though . If we can prove that letting in a particular 

commodity is likely to damage our economy, we can, by negotiation 

and agreement, restrict the e~try ~f that commodity . Certainly, if 
✓ 

it is tk our intention to step up the volume of our exports then 

membership of GATT is crucialo 

.And talking about stepping up our exports brings me to the 

urgent problem of mechanisation . On Monday of this week the Trade 

Board a notice placing all mechanical equipment for the cutting, 

reaping or loading of cane under open general licence . This simply 
/ 

means that no such mechanical equipment can be imported into the 

country without official approval • .And on Wednesday the Premier, 
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Sir Alexander Bustamante, said the Government would not peemit 

workers to be rep~aced by machines unless the interests of the 

displaced workers have been fully safeguarded. Now this statement 

of Sir Alexander's is one with which no fairminded person inside or 

outside the sugar industry can quarrel . People are more important 

than machines . And I think most of us would agree that if we h~d 
- ' 

~o choose between the interests of people as against efficie~cy and 
/ 

higher production, we would choose in favour of the interests of 

·human beings . But is this in fac t the kind of choice we have t o 

make? I do not think so . I think it might seem so, from the shortr 

term point of view; but from a long term point of view the interestB 

of efficiency and higher production are in fact the best interests 

of the people of this country . It is obviously n~t in the best 

interests of the people of this country if we produce our sugar at 

such an uneconomic rate that we cannot compete in the open market : 

not only the industry and the workers in the industry but the whole 

country will suffer if our sugar industry collapsed because it could 
• I 

not stand up world compettition in the open market . So it seems to 

me that the problem is not one of man against the machine, but rather 
of how best 

/to put the machine to the/service of man. And in ~ur sugar industry 

this means a coming together of management and labour and the 

government to work out how best we can use macnines to increase 
at the same time 

efficiency and production without/hurting the interests of labour . 

Just -turning our backs on the machines will solve nothing and might 

damaged our int~rests. So let us think creatively about the problens 

of mechanisation instead of mebg becoming latter day Luddites. 

Goodnight. 
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No 447 Rise in the Frice of Meat 

NEWS ,COMMENTARY 
For transmiss'i on on 
Saturday June 9 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

/ 

Good evening : I am a great lover of meat , and since I also 

have to find the money to pay for my wife ' s housekeeping, I am 

particularly sensitive to any change in the price' of meat . And so · 

I was quick to notice it when the price of seew beef went up by 

two pence at the supermarket where we shop : the price of minced 

beef also went up by two pence a pound . And so I decided to 

conduct a little investigation, and then one of my most regular 

listners and correspondents , a Mr . Williams who lives in the Cross 

Roads area , telephoned to ask why I had not mentioned the rise in 

the price of beef over the past three weeks . He said that in the 

Cross Roads area the price of beef had definitely gone up over the 

past three weeks . I had to confess .to my friend that I had missed 

it and then I looked into it: this is the picture for the Cross 

Roads area, as I found it . 

Sirloin steak which sold for 6/- a pound just over three weeks 

ago, now sells for 7/-. Sirloin roast which was ·6/- is now 6/6 . 
Round steak which was 5/- is now 5/6 . Other parts which used to 

sell for 5/- a pound now sell for 5/3 . And shoulder which used to 

sell for 4/- a pound is now 4/3 . And inside the Cross Roads meat 

market joints that used to sell for 4/- a pound are now selling ,. .-

for 4/6 . 

The basic reason for this is that there is a beef shortage at 

the moment, and the shortage is most pronounced with the cheaper 

cuts which most people can afford . When you go up to the more 

expensive cuts like, your fillet and the like there is hardly any 

change. So it is the poorer people who are being hit hardest by-
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these new increases •. Soup bones which used to sell for · 1/3 and 

l/6 are now 1/9 and 2/-. And even worse is the fact that imported 

lamb has gone up because of the beef shortage . Stewing lamb which 

used to sell for 1/6 a pound now 'sells for 1/9 . And the leg of lamb 

that used to sell for 3/- a pound now sells for 3/6 . 

I think it is only fair to point out that I found this very ~ 

marked rise in the price of meat - especially beef - only in the 

Cross Roads area . In the big supermarkets the mark- up was , as far 

as I could discover , very much slightero But I am 'inclined to 

suspect that in places like Trench Town and other heavily populated 

working class areas the pattern is morely likely to follow that 

of the heavy mark up of the Cross Roads area . And so i t is most 

l i kely to be the bulk of the working people who will- feel the pinch 

most . And this , I am afraid, is a rather standar~ pattern in 

Jamaica . · When the price of things go up it is generally t he poorer 

people who get hit hardest . 

It was on May 16th - just over three weeks ago - that Mr Robert 

Li~htbourne , the Minister of Trade and Industry, announced 1the 

government's intention to put price controls on a wide r~nge of 

goods that are in daily common use . And having a piece o~ good red 

beef should be part of our daily common diet, even if it is not so 
I 

for very many people . I know that three weeks is a very short time 

in which to work out all the detai ls of a reasonable and fair price 

control system o But I think that in the light of this increase in 

the price of beef , Mr o Lightbourne ' s Ministry should try and do 

something quickly about beef prices , especially about prices of the 

cheaper cuts o The meat content -of many a Sunday dinner is going 

to be very skimpy indeed tomorrow : so let us have some action, ple<Ee . 

Goodnight . 
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No 448 

NEWS COMMENTARY 

I) Govt Reaction to Beef Price Rise 
2) Price Controls Debate 

For transmission on 
Monday June 11 at 6 . 15p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

I 

Good evening : On Saturday evening I gave you the details of the 

rise in the price of beef in the Cross Roads area o Within hours of 
'· 

my do~ng so the P~emier , Sir Ale~ander Bustamante, issued a statema1.t 

condemning the rise ~n ~ p11;;:cit beef and warned that his 
r stablised 

government would take action to see that beef prices are axam~n•m 
at a reasonable level . This, I think , means that by the coming 

weekend we can look forward to beef prices being at least what they 

were before the increases were introduced about three weeks ago . 

I am particularly pleased by the quick response of the government 

to my revelations: it shows a healthy and intelligent sensitivity 

to reasonable public tpinion pressures , and that is a very good 

thing for our demo cracy . 
Of 

And talki ng about prices and public opinipn, one/my regular 
~ . e- .~ . A[~Ji- d 

listners , / Plummer•f hah written to m, disagreeing ~ what I said . . t ' 
about price controls , or, at least, 'Mt an aspect of price controls . 

This business of price contr ol is, as you . know, one of our big 

talking points at the moment . But before I go on to the substance 

of Mr . Plummer's point,let me assure him and all my other corresponder 
-

that I do welcome both criticisms and disagreements . · rt is only 

under dictatorships or under what are known as ' guided democracies ' ._ 

that criticism and disagreement are frowned upon . Ours is af free 

society and everyone of us , no matter how high or how low, has a 

right to his or her opinions, and has a right to express those 

opinions without fear . And for me personally getting the frank 

opinions of listeners is one of the most rewarding parts of my job. 

And now for t he substance of Mr . Plummer ' s letter: he wrote in part: 
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"I must disagree with you altogether about the controlling of 

prices , and 25% being adequate profit for a dealer •••• Let me ' draw ~r 

attention to what you probably oversighted. Any fast selling items 

in drugs or hardware that you make 5/- on the pound that you invest 

cannot work because you seem to forget that there are thousands seJJ1.ng 

the same article and most of them not far from each other . Then you 

must remember that there are people like myself who may import 30 or 

more items out of which three may take the market , the balance selling 

very rare . Most of the time, these things go bad, so how would the 

trade come in, or the importer with the ~refit and Loss •••• " 

Mr . Plummer then goes on to list some of the major expenses of 

the trader such as rent , light, telephone and wages, all of which 

are high . He then gives a list of some of the things on which the 

P .N. P . government had put price controls and goes on to say : 

"If we are thinking of reducing the cost of living in the right 

way, we must start by reducing the cost of everything professional 

and otherwise . It is no use asking the importer or the merchant to 

control the goods and leave them with nothing to make a fair living 

on . I think if the government want to reduce these items, they shou:ll 

cut Customs D.lty, the shipping cost should be lowered . I am not say.hg 

for one moment that the cost of living in not very high, but one ca:not 

do business like that . The scale must be balanced. "Mr . Plummer's 

statement seems to me reasonable from t he merchant's point of view. 

But in balancing the scales we must bear in mind always that it is Ille 

vast majority of Jamaicans who suffer from t he high cost of living; 

and balacing the scales in their favour a little is an important patrt 

of good government. Goodnight. 
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No 449 l)Trinidad Independence 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday June 12 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : On Friday of last week we had the news that 

Trinidad and Tobago will be come independent on August 31st . So , J a'inaica 

and Trinidad , the two most important islands in the British Caribbean, 

will become independent in the same month . This means that at the 

Commonwealth Prime Ministers' Conference in September two new membEIE 

will be welcomed and both will come from this part of the world • .Arrl 

it is very likely that both Trinidad and Jamaica will join the Uni1m. 

Nations as sovereign independent states at about the same time . I 
to come 

t h ink we will find that for some time/many countries in the outside 

world are likely to l ump Trinidad and Jamaica together as just a 

couple of similar islands in the Caribbean sea . To an extent we must 

expect this : we are just a couple of small fry in the great big world. 

Indeed, Trinidad and Jamaica will be a couple of the smallest natians 

at the United Nations as well as in the Commonwealth . 

But I think that the part Trinidad and Jamaica can play at the 

United Nations, as well as in the councils of the Commonwealth can 

be vastly more important than our two sizes suggest . Trinidad and 

Jamaica could speak with force and with authority for t he entire 
that is very 

Caribbean region, projecting an image/different from the rightwing 

dictatorships of Haiti and the Dominican Republic on the one hand, md 

the leftwing communist dictatorship of Cuba on the other . Together, 

they can focus world attention on the needs of the Caribbean in a very 

unique way . I think they could, and proably will, do all this g ivm 

two conditions: first,that their own political and economic systems 

are stable; and second, that there is general agreement a mong the 

leaders of the two islands on the approach to external relations. Jf 
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these two conditions do not exist then we may find Trinidad and Janaica 

pulling in opposite directions and in all probabi lity cancelling out 

each other ' s influnce both at the U.N. and in the councils of the 
For 

6ommonwealth . Rx~m this reason what happens inside Trinidad, and what 

policies the government of Trinidad persue in its external relatiora, 

are of great importance to us: and of course, what we do is of equal 

importance to Trinidad . 

And so the apparent unanimity worked out between the Trinidad 

government and opposition xx on the constitution in London is of gnat 

importance to us . Trinidad has a racial- communal problem which , if 

it is not handled with care, could become serious . Some of the lea:ers 

of the Trinidad opposition are frankly playing the racial game, trying 

to play up racial feelings between Indians and Negroes . Some of them 

have demanded representation on racial lines and some have even caThd 

for an outright partition of the country on racial lines . If any of 

these racialist moves succeed, Trinidad will be in trouble and its 

present political stability might be very seriously upset . Jamaica,:ln 

contrast , is politicall very stable, with no communal problem at a]]. 

On the economic front Trinidad is very much better off than we are. 

They have more wealth per capita and richer natural resources . But \We 

can, with sensible planning and distribution of our wealth,maintain 

and build up the stability of our economy . So, if Trinidad copes w.ffll 

her communal problem, and there is a meeting of minds between the 

leaders of the two islands , then , after August , we could have a stnng 
new 

/voice from the Caribbean speaking in the councils of the world . The 

challenge is to the leaders of Trinidad and Jamaica . Goodnight . 
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No 450 
1) Letter: Meaning~~ Independence 
2 Hope for the Little Eight 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday June 13 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : 
x~XIii:xm1xBbm In t he early part of last week I discussed the 

meaning of independence for us . What I said has provoked a fair 

amount of letters and comments from listeners . And of a l l the lettem 

and comments, one note from a listBrl.er in St . Mary struck me very 

forcibly by the challenge it posed . The note said : 
that 

"I had always thought/tu independence (from your parents or 

from your owner) meant (one) freedom to make your own decisions ard 

(two) the necessity to make your own way in the world . In Jamaica 

we seem to be emphasising only one - whi ch is the freedom t o make 

your own decisions . The unions have recently come out stating all 
t o 

employers should give a bonus fiu: employees for independence . Why rot 
cash 

everyone give a day's work to the island or the/equivalent to the 

island for independence . All the indications are that J amaica is 

starting off on the wrong foot . What we need to do is work harder -

not to look for more gifts . Independence means a young person 

starting out life on his own , and while there are certainly happy 

moments, there is also plenty , plenty hard work ! " 

So there you are, ladies and gentlemen , an interesting and 

challenging question : Who among us , how many of us, are prepared to 

give to Jamaica either a day's work or the cash equivalent of a dayB 

working as our contribution to our independence celebrations? Andililet 

each one of us think out for himself or herself the social implicatbns 

of this very challenging question . 
dramatise 

And now let me m~amaxa2 this self- same challenging question in 

the political sphere and in an area which is a little removed from 

Jamaica. 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

When the leaders of the 'little Eight' islands of the Windwards and 

Leewards met in London last month to try and work out a new and small.er 

Federation, the British government tried very hard to persuade them 

to make some sacrifices in the interest of their people . At the moment 

those small and scattered islands have a total population of nearly 

700,000 people . They have modest resources and with one or two 

exceptions , they have depended on the British government for financhl 

help for very many years. Now the people of these islands want 

independence, which means making your own decisions and making your 

own way in the world . But these islands are too poor to make their 

way in the world without any help . The British government recogniE:93 

this fact and has promised to help them . But the British government 

also asked the leaders of these territories to help themselves and 

their people . Each of the little islands has a full dress Cabinet 
ph 

system with Ministers and all the other parafernalia of state. And 

of course the Ministers want nice fat Ministerial salaries and the 

like . The British government suggested that this was too costly a 

way to run islands whose populations were in many cases smaller thai 

than the population our smallest parish . But these gentlemen had a 

vested interest and resisted this wise suggestion . But now, at las~ 

one of the opposition leaders in Dominica has come out with the sentt.ble 

suggestion that they should scrap Cabinet governments in all the islands 

except Barbados, and have them run o~ a Parish Council basis. This, 

for me, is the first real sign of hope for the Little Eight . We must 

all of us, Jamaicans and small islanders, learn to give, to make 

sacrifices for the general good. That too, is part of the meaning af 

Independence. Goodnight . 
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No 451 Abolishing the K.S.A.C - its implicat ions 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday June 14 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I was very disturbed by news reports that the 

Premier has announced that the Government was thinking of abolishirg 

the Kingston and St . Andrew Corporation Council . According to these 

reports the Government is thinking of replacing the K. S . A. C. by one 

or two City Commissioners or Managers. I think this idea has such 

far-reac hing implications that we ought to look at it very careful:W . 

Let us first look at the most basic implication of such a mov~ 

The base , t he grassroots foundat ion of democratic gover nment in a 

free society is at the local level: at the level of your Town Coun c:D. , 

your City Council, your Parish Council . At this level the base of 

parliamentary democracy is very broad, spreading throughout the nation 

and having a very personal meaning for every voting citizen . Generally 

speaking , all t he voters in a given area generally know their elected 

Councillor personally because he is nearly always a man living among 

them . This is not often the case wi th the man who is higher up in 1:te 

national parliament . The man in the national parliament often has 1D 

move h is home to Kingston and so he loses personal contact with the 

small but important daily problems of his voters . The local Counci:.i>r 

on the other hand generally shares these day-to- day problems : and 

because he is among his voters all the time he is generally more 

subject to their pr essures than is the M. H. R. in faraway Kingston . 

So the local Council and t he local Councillor make up the cornerstone 

of our de mo cratic system and practices . It is a simple fact of history 

that where you have a strong and healthy system of democratic local 

government , you also have a strong , healthy and democratic national 

government . But where the local government system is weak or does 
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not exist there is general very little, if any,democracy at the national 

level . If you abolish your local government system you at once def:iroy 

the intimate grassroots contact between those who governll!E and thore 

who are governed and, in time, a wide gap is bound to appear between 

our rulers and ourselves . And the business of meeting our represenative 

once every five years at election time will not bridge this gap. T:J::ic3, 

it seems to me, is the major da~er we face if we abolish our local 

government system . 

But of course there are strong arguments on the other side too. 

I think a really good professional city manager with a first class 

staff would probably run the affairs of Kingston more efficiently 1tan 

they are now being run. There would be less inclination to jobbery, 

favouritism , victimisation and the like . This has been the experierre 

in certain parts of the United States . But even there the appointment 

of a pro f essional city manager has not meant the abolition of the 

local government system . If tre decision is to have a professional 

city manager, this can be done wit.bout abolishing our local government 

system . 
abolishing 

I am sure you have noticed that I have talked about/our local 

government system and not just the K. S . A.C. This is because any 

government which abolished only one local Council would lay itself 

open to the charge of the most terrible discrimination , and this Id o 

not think will happen. In fact , I am certain that on reconsiderj.ng 
scrapping 

the matter the government will give up the idea of amKXmEI the 

K.l .&. c . It cannot be done without damaging the foundations of our 

democracy: and this, I know, neither party wants to do . But even more 

important, the people will not allow it . Goodnight. 
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No 452 Official Guest List for Celebrations 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission ~n 
Friday June 15 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: One of the things that often causes arguments and 

quarrels in families is the making up of guest lists for fairly fonml 

parties . The wife , whose business it is to see to the managing of the 

affair, will know exactly how many guests should be invited; and she 

will generally have her own list ready when she consults her husban:1 

and family . It is at this point that the trouble generally starts -

if the fami ly is run ofl reasonably democratic lines. The husband may 

insist that for business reasons one guest who is not on the list 

must be invited: the wife may not like that particular person . The 

daughter may want and especially close friend or a boy friend to come. 

There may be someone on the list with whom the son has had a quarrelt . 

And so you have one long argument about those who are on the list, 

those who are not on the list and those who should be on the list. 

I rather suspect the same sort of thing is going to happen about tre 

government ' s official guest list for our Independence Celebrations EB 

published in yesterday's Gleaner . I do not know if this is in fact 

the complete list of the guests the government will invite, but on 

the assumption that it is, I make these comments . 

I think the very first thing to say isthat when a country like 

ours celebrates its independence, it is not a party matter , it is a 

national matter embracing all parties and all sections of the sociejt,y. 

That is what it is and that is what it should appear to be . And so, 

when the guest list is made up it should, as far as possible, reflemt 

Nmxxmrl1xxux~~-~RXElZBX the wishes of all parties and all sections 

of the community. Of course, it is never possible to satisfy everybody, 

especially about state guest 11st . But I think there are a few really 
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glaring and surprising o~missions from the list as published on 

Thursday . First , I did not see the name of Dr . Eric Williams , the 

Premier of Trinidad . Second , I did not see the name of Mr . Errol 

Barrow , the Premier of Barbados . Third, I did not see the name of 

Dr . Cheddi Jagan , the Premier of British Guiana . The point is not 
the 

whether IDCX government approves or disapproves of these people, w~efuer 

xu~ we like their policies or whether we do not like their policies . 

The point is that these three gentlemen are the elected heads of 

their countries and we have had long and continuous relations with 

these countries . We are all in the same part of the world . We share 

in a number of common services . Until quite recently we were partnem 

in a Federation with Barbados and Trinidad . We share a University . 

The pattern of our political evolution has been strikingly similar, 

and with the possible efbeption of British Guiana we are striving 

towards the same ends . So I find it very striking indeed not to see 

the names of Williams, Barrow and Jagan on our official guest list . 

I hope that there is a second list to come and that these three names 

will be on it . I think it would be a calculated insult to the people 

of the Eastern Caribbean if we did not extend an invitation to their 

elected leaders . 

On a very much more personal level , I think it would have been 
official 

wonderful to invite at least one/guest from East Africa where they 

are coping with the kind of racial problem we have largely solved . Aid 

I think Mr . Julius Nyerere would have been an ideal choice . But the 

really important omissions are the leaders from the Eastern Caribbean, 

and I sincerely hope this willbe corrected . Goodnight . 
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No 453 Giving to Jamaica for Independence: 
Some- Baggestlcms.... 

~(~~c✓4, 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday June 16 at 6 . l5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Those of you who listened to me on Wednesday ev.iening 

will remember that I read out a note from a listener in st . Mary wro 

~~allenged Jamaicans to give something to Jamaica for independence 

instead of expecting something to come to them . And you will rememb:r 

that he counter the suggestion by the unions that employers should 

give their workers a.rut independence bonus, with his own suggestion 

that all of us, worijers and employers, should give a day ' s work or 

the cash equivalent of a day ' s work to Jamaica to show our appreciation 

and understanding of the meaning of independence . 

I liked this challenge from my St . Mary listener, and I told 

you so . Now I have another challenge for you . After hearing that 
another 

commentary on Wednesday evening, t listener phoned me to say that re 

was prepared to write a cheque there and then for ten pounds if I 

would tell him who to make it out to . He could, he said , make out 

the cheque 'To Jamaica' and send it to me, mMxxk2xtmmgkx but he 

assumed other people would do the same and he wanted to know what 

would happen to the money that listeners sent in . He did not t h ink 

it was a good idea for the money simply to be handed over to t he 

government . He felt that if the money were collected and came to 

a decent sum it should be used to set up a more permanent memorial 

to our independence . So there it i s , the fir s t move in giving~­

instead of expecting only to receive . But if other listners respond 

to this challenge, if workers offer a day's work, or the cash equi\al.ent 

of a day's work, to what use shall we put t his money . 

Since I got t hat phone call on Wednesday night I have been breeding 

over t h is question of how best to use the money - if we get / J;--
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And the idea that appealed to me most, the more I thought of it, woo 

that of establishing two scholarships - one for a young man and x~ 

one for a young woman - to our 6ollege of Arts, Science and Technol:gy. 

One of our basic and most pressing needs is to develop the technical 

skills of young Jamaicans . And this is a need that is likely to 

increase with time . Also , the more technical skills we have, the 

greater the benefit will be to Jamaica and all its people . So why 

not set up these two scholarships and call them the Jamaica Independence 

Scholarships . I personally can think of no more worthy and noble a 

permanent memorial to our independence than two such scholarships 

to continuously develop the skills of our young people . I think we 

could so arrange these scholarships that all the benefits do not go 

to students in the Corporate Area . It may be best to award these 

scholarships to a boy and a girl in a different Parish each time so 

that in time each Parish in the island will be awarded ±~ Indpendeme 

Scholarships. But these are detajls that can be worked out. We wotfri, 
have to 

for instance,/find out how much money we would need as capital to ern 

enough to pay for two Indpependence Scholarships either once a year 

or once every two years. But all this can easily be worked out . The 

important thing is to make a beginning, to start giving to Jamaica . 

So, it is up to all of us to start giving, to start creating our om 

peoples' memorial to our indl!!Jiependence . If your response is what I 

hope it will be, I know many people who will do the detailed work 

freely . The challenge now is up to you, up to all of us . We alreacy 

have ten pounds in hand . What will you give? Goodnight. 
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No 454 Official Guest List for Celebrations: 
(Follow-up) 

NE.wS COMMENTARY 
For transmis sion on 
Monday June 18 at 6 . 15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : On Friday of last week I spoke about the officml 

guest list to our independence celebrations which had appeared in 1te 

Gleaner the daj before . I told you that the thing the struck me most 

about the list was the absence of the names of three Wes t Indian 

leaders : t hat of Dr . Eric Williams , the Premier of Trinidad, that r:£ 

Mr . Errol Barrow , the Premier of Barbados and that of Dr , Cheddi 

Jagan, the Premier of British Guiana . I said it would be a calculated 

insult to the people of the Eas tern Caribbean if we did not extend 

an invitation to their elected leaders. 

Well, shortly after that broadcast,Mr . H. L. Lmndo who will be 

Jamaica's Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs after August, 

got in touch with me and told me what I had sai d was not strictly 

accurate . He said that the government had in fact invited all the 

British Caribbean territories to send representatives . 

When I dug deeper into the matter I found that the Premier's 

Office had issued a statement on May 28th setting out the list of 

i nvitations sent out . These included all Commonwealth countries wro se 

Pr i me Ministers attend Commonwealth ?rine Ministers' Conferences, tte 

President And Secr etary - General of the Un t ed Nations , the British 

Caribbean Territories, the Unite,1 States, t he Federal Republic of W:st 

Germany, France, Belgium , t he Netherlands , ~lus the list which was 

published last Thu sday and on which I based my comments of Friday . 

The fact that so very many people thought,as I did, that last 

Thursday's list was the one and only offic ial list of i nvitations, 

shows the very great importance of co-ordinating the pi ece-meal 

release of government information on an important subject . A single 
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sentence in last Thursday ' s statement, referring to the May 28th 

statement , would have wiped out all the confusion and concern which 

was caused by Thursday's atxtHimexx official guest list . Anyway , tlm 

is one time when I am very happy indeed to be wrong . The government 

has in fact invited all the territories in the British Caribbean to 

send representatives . And those African states which are members of 

the Commonwealth - and this includes Ghana, Nigeria~ and Tanganyika -

have also been invited to send representatives . So everything has 

been done in the correct and normal and diplomatic fashion. The on~ 

point on which we can poss-ibly find fault with the government is tb9 

bit of unnecessary confusion in the release of the information . 

And talking about guests and celebrations brings me to another 

point which is causing some concern . August 6th - our independence 

day - is exactly 48 days away today . Many of our guests will arrive 

here two or three or four days before that day . What will they fini? 

Will they find us ready to receive them as good hosts? Will our 

house be in order? Will our cities and town and villages be cleaned 

up and painted up? Will our new hotel be ready to receive guests? 

And, most important of all, will the National Stadium be ready for 

the ~reat day of ceremony and celebration? The National Stadium is 

not yet ready and we have only forty - eight days left in which to get 

it ready . I am sure that if they want to do so our workers can firmh 

the job on time . They have won their award . Now they should get on 
a 

with the job and get it done on time. It would be/sad commentary for 

any of our visitors to come and find us not yet ready to celebrate 

our own independence. It is up to our building workers to now take 

up t heir tools and finish the job on time . Goodnight . 
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No 455 

NEWS COM IBNTARY 

l)End of the Algerian Terror 
2) Changing Face of Africa 

For transmission on 
Tuesday June 19 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Sunday night's announcement of a peace settlement 

between the Algerian Nationalists on the one hand and the white settler 

Secret Army on the other, promises the end of just about the ugliest 

and bloodiest episode in the history of post- war Africa . For seven 

years France had conducted one of the ugliest wars in history again!Bt 

the Algerian Nationalists . There had been times when the methods used 

by the French soldiers were so ugly that nearly all of France83 most 

brilliant intellectuals were forced to denounce them to the world. 

It was a young French intellectual who reveal to the world that the 

French forces had set up concentration camps where they used the 

terrible torture methQdS of the Nazis against young Algerian women . 

But after seven years of terrible bloodletting the Algerian Natiomalists 

and the French Government arrived at a peace of sorts last year . This 

settlement between the French Government and the nationalists led 1D 

the new terror of the Algerian Secret Army . The white settlers of 

Algeria did not want an iridepE~endent Algeria because it would mean 

an end to their privileged position. And so they launched a campaign 

of terror in which they murdered an average of a thousand Moslems 

every month. Their aim was to provoke the Algerians into a race war 

which would force France to step in, cancel the peace arrangements 

and take over the country again . But, apart from periodic angry 

retaliations, the Algerian nationalists behaved with almost abnormal 

self-control . And so the settler attempts to start a race war failei 

and the stage was set for Algerian independence . Thousands 1~ of 

white settlers started leaving Algeria . The terrorists turned their 

attention on France itself: they made an attempt on the life of 
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President de Gaulle, they tried to incite civil war in France . But 

none of thisa , neither the murders nor the senseless burning of 

property could halt the unfolding of Algerian independence . And so, 
top 

two weeks ago , after their/leaders had been captured and sentenced, 

the settlers started making peace moves to the nationalists . After 

murder, torture and arson they had come to realise that the only way 

they can remain in Algeria is by making peace with the nationalists. 

And again with that amazing self- control they have shown throughout 

nearly eight years of bitter strife, the Algerian leaders have agnBd 

not to punish any of the murderers and terrorists after independenre . 

And so an end to bloodletting and terror seem in sight . But I think 

it is going to take a very long time indeed, generations perhaps, 

before the bitterness of these hard years is wiped from the minds 

and hearts of the mass of the Algerians . They may even yet take re\Blge . 

From the general continental African point of view, the end of 

the Algerian terror will, I think, sett off a new mood . The white 

settlers of the Rhodesias and Southern Africa had watched the Algeran 

struggle with very close interest . If the Algerian settlers had 

succeeded in holding out , and if they had won, this would have givEn 

enormous hope to the white settlers further down the continent . Wllh 

the end of settler resistance in Algeria, the whites in those other 

parts see the writing on the wall . From Cape Town to Lusaka, the em 

of their power is now only a matter of time, and not too long at that . 

We can only hope that they will learn from the Algerian affair and 

not go in for a long and senseless wave of bloodletting before they 

admit the fact of the changing face of Africa . Goodnight . 
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No 456 The Common Services Conference 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmiss ion on 
Wednesday June 20 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaki ng 

Good eveni ng : The 6onference to try and work out a settlement 

of the Common Services that we share with the other islands will 

open in Port of Spain on July 16th . The announcement of the date ftr 

the conference gives point to the pr esent discussion as to whether 

the Jamaica parliament should have a debate Eefm~e on the Common 

Services bef ore or after the conference . 

In t he House last week, Mr . Manley tabled a motion calling for 

a debate on the proposals the government intends to put before the 

Common Ser vices conference . Mr . Manley wanted the J amai can approach 

to the Common Servi ces discussed and agreed on bei ore the government 

sent its delegation to the conference . But Mr . Donald Sangster, 

the Leader of the House,felt that the government should debate the 

matter after the conference and not before . So here we have a point 

of sharp divergence of view between the government and the opposition 

on a matter of great importance . 

I think we would, all of us, quite naturally, like to know just 

what the government is going to committ us to before it does so . 

There are some very crucial issues involved in this conference and 

the stand the government takes on any of these :mtKXB~K could have 

far-reaching and long term after- effects . For instance, take the 

* case of B.W. I .A. about which I talk in a commentary on May the 9th . 

If,xxnxmci xxxmt xn iikex~ , the government of Trinidad puts forward 

a proposal that B.W. I .A. should become one of the Common Services, 

how will Jamaica react? It may be that the government of Jamaica wa:ts 

no part of the cost of running B.W. I .A. But what is likely to happen 

if it rejects the Trinidad proposal? Trinidad might decide t hat its 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

condition for continuing to support the University as a Common Serv.tce 

is that Jamaica should accept B.W. I . A. as a Common Service . And if 

Jamaica refuses to support B.W.I .A. Trinidad might decide to withdrat 

its support of the university. And if this happened it could lead to 

a very complicated chain- reaction of events . If Trinidad does withdraw 

from the university it is almost certain t hat most of the ~ther 

territories will follow suit . A university of the Eastern Caribbean 

is then likely to be established and I am afraid that my guess is ttat 

if Dr . Arthur Lewis had to choose between running a university of 

Jamai ca and running a university of the Eastern Caribbean he is li~ly 
k~--r Al , , 1 ~~ r ~ ~ rt.Ai t~ u..~T, ? ..... ,, __ .,i., (le~ tv,.,,. -i, u.l..F 

to choose the Eastern Caribbean o, This is just one example of ow ~ ~~,7 
· ... .1.u.~ 

important Jamaica's decision on any of the Common Services is like ~~1w--~ 

to be . And I have great sympathy for Mr . Manley's desire to know just 

what Jamaica ' s stand is likely to be . 
bound 

On the other hand, a public debate before the Conference is/Mm i 

to forewarn the rest of the Caribbean on exactly where Jamaica will 

stand, and this is likely to rob her of any bargaining power: her area 

for negotiation would be severly limited by the fact that all her 

cards will be face upwards on the table . So I have equal sympathy for 

¥~ . Sangster's position . But of course there is a way out of this 

difficulty which would satisfy both sides . I think this is one insimce 

where the government and the opposition could work out,in private,ai 

agreement on the national approach to the Common Services without 

nesorting to an inhibit i ng public debate . This is, after all, an 

important national matter concerning J amaica' long term national 

interests . Goodnight. 
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No 457 J . B. C. Independence Scholarships Fund 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday June 21 at 6.15p . m. 
P'eter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I am very happy this evening: I am happy 

because it looks as though the challenge thrown ·out by the listener 

from St ~ Mary has struck a spark which may glow forever in the 

history of technical education in Jamaica. But let me tell you 

what has .happened . ' 

You will remepiber tr;i.at it .was on June 13th that I read you 

the challenging note from the St • . ary listener . He challenged 

Jamaicans to give to Jamaica for independence instead of always 

expecting something to be given to them . And his suggestion ·was 

that everyone should give a day ' s work or the cash equivalent of 

a day ·' s work to , show our understanding and appreciation of the 
, (,A . 

responsibilities of indepep.aence . On Saturday June J.bth I told 
" 

you of the listener who had called me and who had offered ten pounce. 

And I also told you that I thought the best use to which we could 

put such money - if it came - was by creating two scholarships/ to 

the College of Arts, Science and Technology: one of these to be for 

a man and one for a woman . W~ll, great and exciting things have 
-happened since Saturday; and it is these things that have made me 

so happy . 

Earlier this week I spoke to Mr . Felix Fox, the General 
/ 

Manager of Seprod about the idea . ~..r . Fox was immediately intereste:l 

and put the idea up to the workers at Seprod . The Seprod workers 

liked the idea and started an immediate collection. The amount 

they collected wa~ £100. 16 . 4 . Then the next beautiful thing happened 

The management of Seprod .decided that they would match the workers' 

contribution and so, from one public spirited firm workers and 
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management_ contributed £201 . 12 . 8 . And t hi s is a wonderful act of 
I 

giving . But the story do es not end there. 

A gentleman from Greenwich Town , a Mr . c. Redwood, telephoned 

to say that he was 'a little man ' who had not had much opportunity 

for education in h is day and he did not want any child in today's 

and tomorrow's Jamaica to grow up without a chance ~o learn a trad~ 

And so , although things were not easy , I should put him down for 

ten shillings . I personally do not t h ink that there is anything 

'little' about a man like Mr . Redwood . He certainly s hows that bigness 

ot spirit which we must have if we are to make our independence 

somet~ing of real value for all Jamaicans . So I am as happy about 

Mr . Redwood 's ten shillings as I am about the big contribution from 

the workers and management o~ Seprod . 
that public spirited gentleman, 

Next, I had a note from/Dr . J . L . Varma,expressing his approval 

of the idea of t hese Indpendence Scholarships and promising •five 

pounds . I know Dr . Varma does not like being given this sort of 
such , 

publicity but I am sure t hat in the interest of/a ne ble cau se he 
will 
xmcxM not mind my calling his name . And then my good friend Mickey 

Hendriks did a . piece of rapid, calculat;on about his own income . As 

he worked it out, he earns about £3,000 a year; he works for about 
I 

t hree hundred of the three hundred and sixty-five days in the year, 

so hi s income would be round about t en pounds a day . So Mickey 

Hendriks gave ten pounds which is the equivalent 
. ,, o-d 

for him . I dec i ded to match Mickey's gift .th~til'T-i-""T!r'-TTT=i+.--~_.,~ 

• And so we start oL\' with £227 . 2 . 8 ., a fi r st class 

start. Tomorrow I will give you a little more detail about t he 

plans for the fund . So tillj then , goodnight . 
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No 458 J.B.C. Independence Scholarships Fund (2) 

NEWS CO:MMENTARY 
For transmission on 

. Friday June 22 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good_evenlng : As I told you last night, thanks largely tq 

fine public spiri~ of the workers and management of Seprod, the 

Indpendence Scholarship Fund is off to a fin start of £227 . 2 . 8 . 

But there are many people who still do not seem· to be clear about 

th~ -point of this Fund, so let me repeat it very briefly . The idea 

is to establish two scholarships to the College of Arts , Science ani 
_ truly 

Technology . We plan these Schol_arships to be/national in_ character , 

. which means that each of Jamaica ' s fourteen Parishes will have its 

turn at getting these scholarships . One year the boy and girl who 
I 

/ 

win the scholarships wi ll come from, say , St . Elizabeth, another 

year from St . Thomas , Another year fr9m St . Mary, another year from 

Portland and so on ; thus bright and ambitious youngster s from all 

over the island will get a chance to i:1ur1a1 become qualified in his 

or her chosen branch of eng ineering, in building , or in his or her 

chosen branch of commerce . 

Now, the cost of a full scholarship for a year, which includ~s 

the teaching , the school ~aterial as well as boarding ±x during tenn 

time, is £200 . So , if we are to make these scholarships a permanent 

xk:mg memorial to our independence , if we want them to go on year 

after year for the next twenty, thirty , _a hundred m~ years and more 

into the future, then we must collect enough capital to bring us in 
-,t:sz_, 

£2QO a year . And you know, amount we will need to set up such a 
A 

scholarship in perpetuity is really surprisingly 

to do is collect four thousand pounds and 

aeeettnt at 5% and we will have an income of £200 a year - forever ! 

So to set up one scholarship which would run forever we need ~ ,000 
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To set up the two scholarships at which we are aiming, we would 

need to colle.ct £8 ,~oo . 

I know this looks l i ke a lot of money, but let us work it out . 

x~ We have a population of a little over 1,700,000 _and if one out 

of every two Jamaicans we to give just a shflling, you would get 

over £42,000 pounds ! All we need would be for 160,000 J amaicans 

to each give a shilling for us to get our £8,~oo . But just in vase 

we cannot find 160,000 Jamaicans with a shilling to spare ( and I 

an ·sure we can), 80,000 Jamaicans giving two shillings each would 

also do the trick . So, really, collecting this money should not 

be such a big problem , ~xin:x«eM And in spite of those who s croff and 

mmck, I know Jamaicans will give, once they know the worthiness of 

the cause . And I think that to have a personal share in -the educating 
-

of the future generations of Jamaica for as ·long as there is a Jamaica 

is just about the most noble thing in which we can share . Our link 

with the future will be real and practical and-permanent. And it 

will be a contribution made by the ordinary private citizens of this 

country . So, let the money come in. I will soon tell you about 

the Committee of wellknown citizens who will run the Fund . Meanwhi~ 

please send your contributions to the J .B. C. Independence Scholarsbps, 
;, 

5, South Odeon Avenue, PO Box 100, Kingston ten . (Repeat) I hope the 
' 

' workers and managements of other firms will follow the example set 

by Seprod . And I hope the so- called 'little people ' - who really .· 
'l 

very big- hearted, will follow the example of Mr . Redwood 0 And of 

course, I am looking forward to a cheque from the listener in St . 

Mary who started it all. I know we can raise that £8,000 . We have 

made a fine start . Now let the money flow; and God bless you . 

Goodnight. 
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No 459 1) The Governor- General 

3
2) The National Flag 

} Suspension of Grenada Constitution 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday June 2i at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Wednesday's news that Sir Kenneth Blackburne 

will be Jamaica's first Governor- General has been received with 

approval everywhere . The announcement itself simply confirmed 

what many people expected to· happen, so it came as no surprise . 

Indeed, as far back as the first of May I told you that I was 

rea~onably certain that Sir Kenneth would be Jamaica ' s first 

Governor- General in Independence . But , unexpected or not, this is 
popular / 

a most/decision . And t he warmth with which it has been re.ceived 
-

shows how completely Sir Kenneth Blackburne has become identified, 

in the public mind, with Jamaica's best interests since he came here 

in 1957 . In this sense Jamaica has been, with two or three exceptms, 

very fortunate in her Governors during the now fast dying colonial 

days. 

Now for a word about the flag . On Wedn~sday ,night the House 

of Representatives unanimously approved the design for our new 

National Flag. This, and some of the things that were said during 

the discussion on it , led to hurry to Gordon House to see the design 

for myself . And frankly, I like it very much . It is simple, 

dignified and without any· ~r ills or fuss . It has a diagonal cross 

in gold, two green triangles, one at the top and one at the bottom, 

and two black triangles, one in the hoist where the flag will be 

attached to t he pole and one at the other end . So it is in gold 

green and black and a combination of diagonal cross and triangles. 

What I found rather disturbing about the discu·ssion on the 

flag in the House was the feeling expressed by some Members that 
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there is -something wrong in having the colour ' black ' in our national 

flag. Mr . Felix Toyloy objected t the flag because he disliked the 

colour black which symbolised t oo much the di s tress suffered by 

the Jamaican people . If black does in fact symbolise distress then, 

as far as I am concerned, t hat is all the more justification for 

having it in t he flag . Distress has been, and still is , t he lot of 

a large se~ment of the Jamaican community, and if our flag is a 

reminder and a challenge to overcome t ha t distress , tha t is a good 

t h ing . I w s a- l ad to note t hat- t r. oke, t he former peaker of the 

House , stood up for including the colour b l a ck in t he flag . Of 

course, all this talk about colour as having and s pecial significance 
a 

is a little nonsensical. Colour, any colour , is just/colour and 

the social significance men give it is not more than an indication 

of just how far we still are from being really rational creatures • 

. Still, we have our flag now and I am all for it . 

Now for a very brief word on the suspension of Grenada's 

constitution . Many legislatures in the Eastern Caribbean have 

protested against the suspension as a matter o·f principle . I frank)¥ 

find _myself on 'the side of Mr . Jimmy Lloyd, the Administrator, . and 

the Br•itish Government . The British Government could either contim.s 
-

witholding gr ants and so punish . the people of Grenada for t h e sins 

of their Chief Minister or else susp end the constitution and punish 

the politicians . They decided to punish the politicians and I am 

with them . The report of t he Enqui ry s hows that Mr~ Gairy had gro s sly 

abused his position bot~ in terms of spending and in his dealings 

with the Civil Service . The Britis h Government still hold ultimate 

respons ibility for Grenada and I do no t see what else t hey coul d 

have done without abdicating that responsibili t y . Xbaox~~ 
Goodni ght. 
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No 460 

NEW'S COMM»ITARY 

Economic Survey of Jamaica: 
l)The Wealth of the Nation 

·For transmission on 
Monday June 25 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : What is the state of the national economy? How 

are we doing, with independence only a few weeks away ? These- are 

the kind of questions a large number of people are asking themselves . 

Well , I think we can now get some partial answers to these questiora . 

And I think most of us will find the answers reasonably reassuring . 

We wil l find the answers in the 'Economic Su~vey qf Jamaica ' for 

last year . This Sur~ey, like those of previous years , .was prepared 

by the Central Planning Unit and it was present'ed to the House 

of Representatives on Thursday evening of last week •• I would 

suggest that all m::f tho-se of you who are really interested in . 
the true state of the nation should try to get hold of a COPY- and . 

read it . For a do cument that is full of facts and figures, it is 

remarkably easy to read . And it sets out and explains the state 

of the nation ' s affairs clearly and without any sort of pias . 

Tonight and tomorrow night I shall try to pick out the highlights . . 

of the Survey , but if you want to get the whole picture clear for 

yourself , do get hold of the Survey o You should be able to get it 

from either the Government Public Relations Office or else from 

the Central Planning Unit . 

So, what are the highlights? Let us look ·at the nation's 

finances first . In 1961 the Gross National Froduct - which is the 

wealth generated by the people of Jamaica and businesses in Jamaica , 

stood at £256 . 4 milliono . I know this sounds like a big but meaningle~ 
. 

figure . So let us try and put some flesh and bones on it . First, 
/ 

the Gross National .Product is what we, the people of the country, 
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produce by the sweat of our brows and the use of our skills and our 

brains . We , workers, farmers, businessmen, technicians , white collar 

workers, are the creators of the wealth of the nation . And last yet:r 

our efforts generated this sum of £256 .4 million . To realise fully 

Just what thfs means all we have to do is look back to 1953 - just 

eight years ago - x~ and we will see what a fantastic leap forward 

the nation has taken . In 1953 our Gross National Product stood at 

£114 . 6 million. This means that in eight years we have more than 

doubled the nations income . And this, by any standard , is no mean 

achievement . In 1950 our earnings from agriculture stood at £21 . 6 

million . In 1961 those earnings had gone up to £31 .3 million . In 

1950 our mining operations were so small that the Survey does not 

even _have a figure to show . By 1961 we were earning £21 . 5 million 

from mining . In 1950 our manufacturing- industry brought in £7 . 9 

million but by 1961 our manufacturing industries were earning 

£32 . 3 million. Indeed, in 1961, for the second year running our 

manufacturing industries earning more money than agriculture . This 

means that our economy is being successfully diversified and the 

life of the island is no longer completely dependent on agriculture 

alone . But the biggest single rise in the wealth of the nation is 

in whollesale and retail distrmbmtion or what you might call the 

services . They contributed 38 a4 million pounds to the Gro ~s National 

Product last year . In 1950 they contributed only £10 . 6 million . So 

you see, there has been a general and steady rise in the wealth of 

the nation . Given sound planning and reasonably favourable world 

conditions, the economic health of the nation should go on improvirg 

Goodnight. 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 461 

NEvvS COMM:Ei'JTARY 

· Economic Survey of Jamaica : 
2) Imports and Exports 

For transmission on 
Tuesday June 26 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Last night in discussing the Economic Survey of 

J amaica for 1961, I told you that the nation ' s income has been 

rising steadj ly and that we more than double our income in the 

eight years between 1953 and 1961 . But when we look a t how we 

spend some of this money, there is cause for concern . For instance, 

last year we spent £75 . 2 milli on on importing good from the outside 

world o - rn exchange , we only _exported £62 . million worth of good . 

This means that we spent 2x over £13 million more in· the outside 

world than we earned from the outside world . If we had spent only 

£62 million on imports - which is ~x ctly the same amount as we 
(/ 

earned from had an extr a 

£13 million development 

right here in Jamaica . And you can do a great deal of really good 

work with £13 million . I know that this problem of trying to 

· balance our imports with our exports is one that is worrying our 

authorities . But it is one that we ourse+vee, as citizens, should 

be interested in too . ~erry. time w p-etrd O"re on imports 

exp rt, we aF really slowing up our own evele-pm t . And it is 

for this reason too that the private sector of the Jamaican economy 

contributes so very little in financing the long- term development 

of the nation . And something like 70% of our GrGss National Product 

.is mn the private sector. This is just another way of saying that 

roughly 70% of the wealth of the nation is in private hands and 

not enough o~ that is being used for basic long term development. 

Although eve~ything has gone up as far- as I know there has been _ 

no upward revision of busin,!ess taxing . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



/ 

2 

, 
.And you know , of the more- than- seventy- five million pounds that 

last year , -
we spent/on imports , somewhere in the region of forty millidn pounds 

went on food and items like cars . Now, I am not saying that people 

should not have their cars and their imported food . But it really 

is a little thick when we have to import citrus juice and tomatoes 

and carrots and :tmmxt m lettuce , as well as a whole heap of other 

foodstuff that we could quite easily produce right here in Jamaica . 

And what makes this worse is the fact that we do have serious 
( 

problems of unemployment and of rank poverty. So, as far as I am 

concerned, one of the urgent priorities for independence is that 

we should all make~ concerted attempt to close our trade gap . And 

I am quite sure that any government that tries to do that will meet 

opposition .• And yet this is an urgent necessity: nothing more and 
• 

nothing less . 

And while we are on this question of money for deyelopment, 

one of the big questions this government has to think out is its 

approach to development . Not all sections of a community get immediate 

benefits from ~ong- term development projects: it make take a generatio: 
But 

or two before these seep through the society. bxxk2xmxk:exxkaR1Q: when 
generaii:,::tx113z 

when the benefits do come, they are/lasting o On the other hand, 

qui·ck measures of immediate relief are always poll tically more 

popular but they generally do not have any real lasting effect. So 

the big question of a fine balacing of long-term development and 

immediate relief is possibly the most urgent one facing our national 

planners today. How they handle it can be crucial for the independat 

Jamaica of tomorrow. Goodnight . 
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No 462 Economic Survey of Jamaica: 
3) Population 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday June 27 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: On Monday I told you that the internal state of 

the wealth of the nation looked pretty good to me, according to 

the figures of the Economic Survey for last yea~ . But on Tuesday 

I told you XE~ we were not doing so well in our trading with the 

out~ide world . We are, and we have for a long time, spent more on 
--

1mpo rt BB than we earn from our exports. And this is a wasting of 

either cash or credit that we could have put to much more important 

use for lohg-term development undertakings. This is one of our 

big proble s . And all ed to it is the very big problem of making 

the best use of the wealth of l he na ion o I mentioned the very 

small investment made by tho/private sector t o the long-term 

development of Jamaica . 

This evening I want to discuss that section of the _Survey which 
I 

deals with population, and then I will try to sum up what seems to 

me the main points for the future. 

66 ,900 people were born in Jamaica in 1961. 14,400 people 

died in the ~ame year. This means~a natural rise in our 

population of 52,500 people. But D£ ta1s la t 38,500 left Jamaica as 

mi9r ants . This leavesx us with a net population increase of 14,000 . 

In other wo rds, in 1961 Jamaica's total population rose by only 

14,000. This is the lowest figure in te~ms of pop~lation increase 

which has been recorded over the past ten years . But this was 

largely due to the large numbers who left t he is land last year. So 

I 

decline 
it would be a mistake for us to see this as a really striking Reiz:il!e 

in the growth of our population . If we di d not have the big 

migration last year's population increase would have stood at 52,5CD . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

But this in itself would have been lower than the figures for 1960 

when the net increase, after allowing for deaths and migration , 
was 

stood at 24,500. So , compared with 1960, there/xx a rea1 decline . 

adx2%:x±x But it is IruCh too early to see this as indicating any sort 

of trend . Indeed, the age structure of the population suggests that 

any real decline in the birth rate is unlikely unless something 
./ 

positive is done about the birth rate . According to the 1960 Censu~ 

just under 17% of the _population was made up of infants up to the 

age of four years; just under 14% were in the five to nine age group; · 

just under eleven percent were in . the 10 to 14 age group; and 40% 

of the total were in the 15 to 44 age group . This means that those 
produce 

who are able to/me aa children are still the largest section of the 

community . So the chances of a natural decline in the birth- rate 

are not really as hopeful as a first look at the figures might 

_suggest . And this is one of our really key problems . 

The physical area of Jamaica is constant. It is just so large 

and nothing we do will make it any bigger . If our population goes 

on increasing at about 50,000 a year, if the death rate goes on 

dropping, in ten years there would be half a million more Jamaicans 

on the same land area . So, two things are crucial . First, we must 
have 
~2XKEXH migration outlets for about 30,000 a year, and second we must 

haye long- term development to house and feed and give work to our 

growing population. Of course, a real decline in the birth rate 

would help greatly, but that, unhappily for .J amaica , is a sort of 

religio- political football . Goodnight . 
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Scholarship Fund Progress Report 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday June 28 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I now have a further report on the I ndependence 

Scholarships Fund . As I told you last Friday, a number of prom~nent 

citizens have been invited to serve on the 6ommittee which will run 

the Fund . Most of t hem have only now received the letters inviting 
c._;j_ ,l 

them to serve and so we have not yet heard from them . But I am certtd.n 
fl 

that everyone of them will agree to serve on the Committee because 

t hey are all fine public spirited people who are known for their 

good work on behalf of all Jamaicans . These are the people who have 

been invited : Miss Lily Mae Burke who heads t he Women's Federation, 

Mr . Stanley Motta , the President of t h e Chamber of Oommer~e , Mr . 

Harold Cahusac and Mr . 1):)nald Farquharson whose interests in the 

welfare and development of Jamaica are so wide that I cannot posslli..y 

list them here; Mr . L.A. Henriques Senior , the chairman of the Boam 

of the J . B. C. , Mr . Felix Fox of Seprod, whose staff and management 

started the Fund rolling , and Mr . F . M. Jones . Also on the Committre -

but as the sort of working party on it - are Mr . Hector Bernard t he 

J . B. C' s Director of News and Public Affairs, Mr . Mickey Hendriks wlD 

will be our treasurer , and myself . Miss Kay Dupee of the J.B . C. will 

act as the Committee's Secretary. So you see ti-hat" t he mach inery fer 

getting the Fund 

And let me 

rolling has been set up . 

hose who might not have heard what I said m 

Thursday and Friday of last week; our target is to collect the sum 

of £8 , 000 to establish two permanent scholarships to t he Jamaica 

College of Arts, Science and Technology as the contribution of the 

people of Jamaica to our coming independence . These scholarships will 
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be awarded to a boy and a girl to complete a course at the 6ollege; 

and the Scholarships will be awarded to two students from each of 

the fourteen Parishes of the island on a sort of rota system, thus 
them 

making/xxxa truly island-wide Jamaican Scholarships . 

Now for a brief word about the Fund so far . Earlier t his week 

~~ . Felix Fox told me that the figure of £201 . 12 . 8 which I gave yru 

as the fine contribution from the workers and management of Seprod, 
have now sent us 

was not the final figure . Those wonderful people a-(rxaosctx:t&:hc~ 
grand cheques: one for £150 . 14. 0 from the workers , and a matching one 
affljc:,socxtctx:x:hooolsc)l3l8{~:xbd:mc~~:xwcbckocmac~~ 
from the management, making a total of £301 . 8 . o. 
td:ma:xxlcxtxxbdc~ This is wonderful news, and I wish I had it in my 

power to give a special award to the workers and management of imadxSeprod 

:fklKr:7.IJx for this display of public spiritedness and good citizenship . 

Incidentally, if only twenty firms were to match Seprod's fkiKcrsdx 
more than 

contribution, we would have/enough money to set up one of our two 

scholarships in perpetuity . So there is a challnge to our business 

firms! 

In addition, we have received a personal contribution of £15 

from Mr . Donald Farquharson; we have also received a promise of £5 

from Mr . V. G. Bailey, the Managing Editor of Spotlight magazine and 

~$ from the staff of Spotlight Magazine . And a friend who has a ver:y 

good reason for i ot wanting to be named has sent me a cheque for trree 
From a 'off of Malvern came a cheque for £10 

guineas . / Andl fr m Mr . Arnold Lee we received 2/6 as a first 

contribution from the workers of the Ligeneau Terra.c o what about ;;w.r 
Please 

contribution?/Send it to the J .B. C. Independence Scho arship Fund, Box 

100, Kingston ten . ~ Goodnight . 
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No 464 New Basis of Free Place School Awards 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday June 29 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The so-called '70% Scholarships ' debate has ara.sed 

strong and often bitter feelings among many people . There have been 

angry letters for and against it in the press , and a number of listm.ers 

have asked me to comment on the matter . So, let us try to sort out 

the business as calmly and reasonably as possible . Most of the facts 

behind this controversy are contained in a Ministry Paper tabled in 

the House of Representatives last week , setting out the reasons for 

the new basis of free place scholarship awards and I would suggest 
No . 31 

that you try to get hold of this Ministry Paper/and read it very 
this 

carefully . It might help to bring an element of reason into/to date 

which is mainly notable for its strong passions at the moment . So, 

what are the basic facts? I think the basic facts are summarised :in 

paragraph five of the Paper . Ac cording to that paragraph there were 

in all types of schools last year 88 ,000 ch ildren in the age - group 

1O-plus to 12- plus . This is of course the xu free place scholarsi:l.ip 

age group. Of this total 84,000 or 95½% were in primary schools and 

4,000 or 4½% of the total were in secondary o~ preparatory schools . 

But in the scholarship examinations for 1961 the preparatory and 

secondary schools with a total enrolment of 4,000 pupils got 1,155 

free place awards; the primary schools with 84,000 pupils got 978 

free plac es . In other words , t he primary schools with 95½% of the 

total eli@i ble school population got only 1 . 1% of all the free plaas 
schools 

while preparatory/~iXERX got 32% of t he free places and secondary 

schools got 33% of t he free places . So, looked at any way you like, 

the distribution of free places between primary schools and ot her 

schools is f antastically uneven; and it has been fantastica lly uneven 
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ever since this free place system began . The dice have been loaded 

in favour of the children from the Prep Schools and from the Secondary 

Schools • .And this in fact means that the dice have been loaded in 

favour of the middle-class children whose home conditions are such 

that they can study and do their home- work more easily, wbo are more 

exposed to books and discussions about what is going on in the world, 

and whose parents could , often with very great sacrifice, send them 

to schools which have relatively small classes where they get a very 

much better gximm:lib~x educational base and more individual attention 

than is possible for the pupil in an overcrowded primary school. Often 

too , the teachers in Prep and Secondary schools are, on the whole, 

better qualified than the teachers in the primary schools . There are 

many primary schools, especially in the rural areas , where the only 

qualified member of the teaching staff is the head teacher: all t he 

rest are often unqualified and with no working knowledge of the best. 

modern teaching methods . Often, these poor quality teachers destroy 

the potential of very bright youngsters by turning them into mindlEEB 

little parrots who are taught to cram rather than to think and reason • 

.And this , I think , is why the youngsters from primary schools have 

done so poorly . It is not a question of ability . It is simply t hat 

the dice are loaded against them . Mr . Allen's new basis of awarding 

scholarships seems to me a genuine attempt to correct what is after all 

a most unjust penalising of the children from primary schools, and 

I am all for it,\ emo t ional--ly . It is socially just: it is what the 
( 

country needs . The question is : how will it work? I will explore tbls 

question tomorrow . So till then, goodnight . 
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No 465 New Basis of Free Place School~AWards (2) 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday June 30 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : As I told you l ast night, I think that t ~e preiment 

basis on which our free place scholarships are awarded is most unj.st . 

It penalises very heavily the children from pr imary schools who happen 

also to be from t he poorest homes and who make up t he largad~ ~ec~i 0~ l U 

~llgible school populat i on. And s o I t o l d you t hat i n the interest ct' 

equity, in the interest of social justice, in the interest of a more 

broadly based secondary education, I a m all in favour of Mr . Allen's 

proposal to reserve 70% of all the free places for children from 

primary schools . 

But I think it would be a sad thing for education in Jamaica if 

this matter is approached by anybody in a sort of partisan class or 

political spirit . The people who send their children to prep schools, 

and they often do so at very great sacrifice, do so because they wa:t 

to give their children the best type of education possible . I t hink 

our educational authorities would find, if they have not already dme 

so, that many parents who now send t heir children to primary schools, 

would want to send their children to prep schools if they cou ld afflrd 

it. And the reason is quite simply that all parents want to give thir 

youngsters t he best break possible . And this in turn means that the 

standards in most of our primary schools are not up to mark . So, if 

Mr . Allen simply reserves 70% of the free places for children from 
of teaching 

primary schools, and does not mm raise the standards/in primary scrrols , 

then, no matter what we say, the genera l standard and quality of our 

secondary education is going to be lowered; it is bound to be, espaially 

in the rural areas . 

So what can we do to avoid t his? I t hink there are a f ew very 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

practical and very urgent things the Ministry of Education can and 

s hould do to improve the standard and quality of teaching in primacy 

schools, especially in the rural areas . First , they should make it 

attractive for qualified and able young teachers to stay in the rura l 

areas . I know some valuable p eople who started their teaching in 

rural J amaica but at a certain point in t heir careBrs they had to 

move to t h e cities to get t he right kind of promotion and salaries . 

For t hem, as for so many other p eople advancement in standing and :in 

income means leaving the rural areas . And so you have all the best 

teaching talent drifting to big city schools or to the Ministry, and 

the ch ildren in rural primary schools are condemned to get their 

training from those of poor quality who cannot make the grade in tJ::e 

big city . Unless this trend is reversed the educational inequalities 

will persist in spite of reserving 70% of t h e free places for primary 

schools . I think it should be possible to work out a pattern of 

promotions t hat would both keep and attract some of our best teach:irg 

talent to the rural areas . The second t h ing the Ministry can and 
a 

s houl d do is to have/crash programme to give train~ng to our large 

army of unqualified teachers and to set about raising teaching 

standards . If these t wo things are done, and done successfully , tlmn 

I can see t he reserving of 70% of all free places for primary school:l 

as an important step forward in broadening the base of good eecondary 

education in Jamaica . 

Certainly, in terms of the best long- range interes ts of all Jam.lea 

we must make secondary education much more wides pread t han it now :is: 
and de.eloprne1 

but '70 % Scholarships' is only part of t he an swer : good teachers/in 

r ural J amaica is t he important o ther part . Goodnight . 
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No 466 Independence Scholarship Fund: 
The Gift from the Blind 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday July 2 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Every now and then something happens that makes 

you stop and t hink . Sometimes it is the sort of thing that makes yru 

proud of belonging to a country and a society; sometimes it makes 

you feel very humble. And usually when this sort of thing happens, it 

brings a lump to your t hroat and it gives you a renewed faith in 

the nobility of your fellow men . 

I had such an experience this morning . There was a letter fran 

the Salvation Army School for the Blind , specifically, it came from 

the Corps Cadet Brigade of the School for the Blind . In it was five 

pounds . But let me read t he letter to you: 

"Dear Mr . Abrahams , the prospective Corps Cadet Brigade of t h:ls 

School would like to send t his small token offering to the Scholara'ip 

Fund which you have inaugurated. Please accept this in the hope that 

other young people will follow suit . Corps Cadets are Salvationist 

teen- agers dedicated to Bible study and witnessing for Christ to 

all, and serving people in any way possible . May God bless you . " 

That is the letter, all of it, and it i s signed on behalf of 

the Cadets by their Captain, Mr . P .R. Lopez . 

Just think about it for a little. A group of blind boys from 

the Salvation Army School for the Blind have sent five pounds to ou­

Scholarship Fund - yours and mine - because they are dedicated to 

being witnesses for Christ and to serving people in any way possibJe . 

You all, I am sure, know the old saying about the blind leading 

the blind . It becomes awfully false aNll'lxumill)!Ml!S: in the light of the 

understand and uniques vision of these young people . And it has mare 

me feel very humble and very proud. 
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Now let me tell of another unique contribution to our scholarship 

fund - though on a different level . Towards the end of last week I 

received a delightful letter from Miss Gloria Escoffery, the artist . 

Miss Escoffery wrote to say DI[ how very much she approved of our 

independence scholarships idea . She said that shee too wanted to 

share in it but at the moment she could not afford to send any money: 

so, she asked, would we accept a painting by her as her contributim 

to the fund . My answer is, yes and yes again. And thank you very 

much inde ed , Gloria Escoffery . I am sure we will have no difficulw 

at all in selling the painting and putting the money towards the 

scholarships fund . I know that the paint ing of a picture often tales 

weeks and months to finish and so Miss Escoffery' s contribution goes 

far beyong our appeal of the cash equivalent of a day's work . I think 

t his is both a magnificent contribution and a magnificent gesture cy 

Gloria Escoffery. Just one small but important point ofi detail . I 

should be grateful if Miss Escoffery will indicate the price we sha.il.d 

charge when she sends or brings the picture to t he J . B. C. 

Next, the weekend post brought us a cheque for ten pounds from 

Mrs . Edna F . Munn of Mavis Bank . We are most grateful to Mrs. Munn 

for this fine contribution . And from Mr . and Mrs . Lester Kircaldy 

we gratefully received the sum of two pounds. I hope very soon now 

to tell you how ou l atest tota l s tands . Meanwhile, remember the 

challenge of t hose blind young people and send your contribution to 

t he J . B. C. Scholarship Fund, Box 100 Kingston ten. Goodnight . 
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the Panic Mongers Amune5 Us 

NEWS COMMEI: TARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday July 3 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

. . 
Good evening: I a m sur e you have heard some of the~amiz panic 

rumours going the rounds right now, especially i n the Corporate Area . 

Have you heard the one t hatour independence day is going to be the 

start o f trouble? Or perhaps you have heard the one about thebuying 

up of all the machetes in the country . Or that this or that group is 

secretly traing to take- over after ugust 6th? Or perhaps you have 

heard about the moneyed people who are quietly shipping their money 

out of the country and who are making arrangements to get out of 

the country as soon as the going begins to get rough . And of course 

you have seen the reports from abroad of the goings on of l.'fr . Stan 

Grant , who it seems becomes a great political revolutionary leader 

as soon as he is out of Jamaica . There have been dark and sinister 

whispers of all kinds of troul::' le from the panic mongers among us . 

Now why are these people trying to create t his climate of panic 

and fear? And is t here any truth to it? 

The panic mongers a mong us are a very small group of people . I 
generally 

doubt if t here are as many as a hundred of them . They are/people who 
But 

have a fantastic lust for power . /They have been unable to win the 
ir 

popular support of the mass of the/fellow countrymen by the normal 

democratic processes . Some of them , a very tiny minority , sincerely 

disagree with Jamaica's present political system and would like to 

s ee it changed; but most of them are quite simply out to build up 

t heir own personal power and importanc e, now mat ter what t he cost. 

But by themselves these people can do very little . And so these 

people must set about sowing t he seeds of fear , of des pair, of pan:1c • 
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It is always much easier to get people to behave rashly and reckle83ly 

when t hey are frightened and confused : and so t he aim is to fri ghtei 

and to confuse . And one man can sow an awful l~t of fear and confush\.on 

among a people who are not on their guard . One man says to another: 

•~oy , I hear t he r e's going to be a lot of trouble on Amgust 6th; I 

heard t his from somebody really reliable; so me, I' m staying home . " 

And the ~~~x decent and good citizen to whom he said it , repeats it 

to a group of his own friends over a drink; and they in t heir turn, 

repeat it to others . And before you know where you are, the talk af 

trouble is all over the place . And as it travels from mouth to mou1h 

so mething is added to each version until you end up with the news 

that t his or t hat group or party are planning an uprising on the 

morning of August 6th . It is in t his way t hat one clever man with 

dangerous designs can plant t he seeds of fear and watch them take 

root and spread . We had this sort of thing at the 1959 elections; 

we had it again about the time of the referendum; and we had it agah 

at t he last elections . There were wild rumours of violence and t he 

threat of violence . And now we have it again . 

So , is t here any truth to it? There could be, if we allow there 

to be . If we help to spread this panic by passing it on , it could 

grow and spread until it robs us of all reason and balance and then 

we will be easy material for t he trouble makers among us . But if we 

use our heads and refuse to become panic mongers ourselves, then 

there won't be any truth to it . We can cope with our problems without 

losing our heads if we remember that all we have to fear and to figt 

against is fear itself . Goodnight 
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No 468 1) Busta on possibility of Red Veto 
..-·2'1-"' r t t ■ s Gg§t aa: e - -

NEWS COMMfil:~TARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday July 4 at 6 . 15p . m. 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I was one of those people who were rather distubed 

by Sir Alexander Bustamante's statement in New York that he did not 

care whether the Russians vetoed Jamaica's appjication for United 

Nations membership . I think it .was unnecessary and rather like wa'\!hg 

a red rag in front of a bull w~om you have already provoked . It is 

not a question of caring or not caring what the Russians do . It is 

simply that they can hurt Jamaica badly by vetoing our ap~lication . 

Such a veto would effectively keep Jamaica out of the most important 

international organisation in the world, and it might also mean that 

we may not be able to make use of all the special agencies of the 

United ations . 

The reports suggest that the Premier made this statement to a 

reporter in what he probably regarded as a private conversation . BLt 

I am afraid that once a head of state speaks to an American reporter 

in this vein he is almost certain to be quoted unless he insists that 
grave 

his remarks are off the record . And even then he runs the/risk of 

being quoted . This is the sort of indescretion that the leaders of 

this administration must watch against, especially in the field of 

foreign affairs . In foreign relations we have to be absolutely 

correct and formal in what we say about other countries and in how 

we deal with them, even if we detest what they are and what they 

represent . The fact is that if the Russians do decide to veto our 

ap~lication and keep us out of the United Nations we will have our­

selves · to blame for not thinking RN of all the implications of what 

we say and do . Certainly , at the moment we are approaching the 
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handling of our foerign relations in a very casual, off- hand and oflen 

clumsy manner which can do us a great deal of harm . 

For instance , I t hink the manner in which we invited the islands 

of t h e Eastern Caribbean t o send representatives to our independence 

celebrations had a l o t to do with Barbados and some of t h e others 

turning down the invitations . Our relations with the Eastern Caribbean 

have been very close and intimate in the past . Certainly, they have 

been so close that we could have asked Dr . Williams, Mr . Barrow and 

Dr . Jagan to personally come and represent their countries , and if 

they did not find it possible then to send representatives . My 

understanding is t hat we simply asked them to send representatives, 

as we did with the other Commonwealth countries . If this is right, 

then we were very correct in the for mal diplomatic sense but/on t he 

personal and nationalist level those « ~ ml[X~~EE islands,which unt i l 

recently s hared a common membershi p of a federation with us, could 

regard our invitations as very cold and impersonal, as inviting a 

brother in exactly t he same way as you would i nvite a friendly 

stranger . It is very easy to say that t hese people reacted in a petw 

way . Are we sure that the way in which we invited them, bearing in 

mind our past association, are we sure that was not petty? 

In any event, it is important for us to learn and to learn qu:ldcly 

t hat t he handling of foreign r elations is a deli cate and tricky art. 

All we can hope is that the damag ed done so f ar will not keep us out 

of t he United Nations . Goodnight 

• 
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No 469 7~% Free Place s to Primary Schools : 
Letters from Listeners 

NeWS COMlv'.tENTARY 
For transmission o-n 
Thursday July 5 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams s peaking 

I 

Good evening : My comments of last Friday and Saturday on the 

new basis for the free place scholarship awards have provoked quite 

a few comments, questions and criticisms from listeners . From 

these letters it is clear that those listeners whose children are 

at primary schools approve of reserving 70% of all free places for 

the primary schools; but those listeners whose children are at 

preparatory ,schools or secondary schools feel that this -is an 

unjust quota system which is out to penalise _children from middle- ­

class homes . So it seems to me that it might be useful to discuss 

the ,social aspect of this whole question . 

One listener asked : Is it a crime in today's Jamaica to belong 

to the middle- classes? Is that why they are now putting a handicap 

on our children winning free places? Don't we contribute very 

heavily to the nation both by what we do and by the taxes we pay? 

I think this listener is on to a very good point . We have 
' lately tended to sound as though being a member of the middle- classes 

is some sort of disgraceful thing . And indeed the whole argument 
-

justifying Mr . Allen's reserving of 7~% of all free p&a ces did have 

an undercurrent suggesting this anti- middle- cl'ass bias . I personally 

am sorry about this because I do not think it will do Jamaica any 

good to xxxxx dramatise and shar pen the class differences which 

already exist . I think it was and still is possible to put up a 

reasonably good case for Mr . Allen ' s new basis without dramatising 

class considerations . 

I think the Jamaican middle- classes have contributed greatly 
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to Jamaica's economic and political development, espe~ially ov~r 

the past twenty- odd years . They have supplied the nation ' s top 
and / 

leadership in politics, in economics , /in education . Indeed, all 

our top polLtical and trade union leaders come from the middle- claees . 

Our two main p0litical parties are led by people who are basically 

of the middle- classes . And the present stability of our society 

owes a great deal to the fact that we do have a strong and stable 111k 

middle- class whose members are pushing eagerly for personal advancemen 

Indeed, I think the Jamaica picture would look very different today 

if we did not have this strong and ambitious middle-class . 

But having said all that we _must still face the hard facts, as 

brought out by Ministry Paper No 31, that 95½% of all our school­

going children are at primary schools and they got only 1 . 1% of all 

free places last year . The remaining 4½% of our school population 

got the remaining 98 .9% of all free places . Now let us agree that 
,Part of :tuxxiexxmx 

· /the reason for this is the effort made by middleclass parents to 

give their children a ~etter break and part of the reason is the 

low standards at many primary schools. Bo we then say, as middle­

class parents, that the 95½% of the total - all those kids in the 

primary schools - are none of our business? I don't think so . And 

I certainly do not agree with the listener who suggested that middle~ 

class kids are naturally brighter than kids from poorer homes e The 

real difference is that the kids from middle- class homes have been 

fortunate enough to have better opportunities . I ~hink we must try 

to make equal opportunities for all . I think this present attempt t:> 

do this is makeshift a~d does nqt go to the root of the trouble. So 

let us try to of~er constructive alternatives instead of starting a 

sort of class war in education. Goodnight . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 470 

NEWS COMMENTARY 

l)The Problem of Ra&&mgg Standards 
2) U.S. Religion and State Quarrel 

For transmission on 
Friday July 6 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: As I told you last night, I think it would be 

a very bad thing to make a political issue 9ut of our educational 

pro~lems . And we certainly do have some problems in education - as 

indeed in many other spheres of the nation's affairs; and it is 

always very tempting and very easy to try and make political capital . 

· I think for instance that Y~ . Allen's reserving of 7~% of all free 

places for primary schools was approached in a political spirit as 

well as in a spirit of concern about education_. Politically it is 

a good thing to have the benefits of secondary education spread as 

widely as possible . It is an obviousJt move in favour of equity 

and social justice and on those grounds no reasonable person should 

quarrel with it . 

But w~en looked at in practical terms it is a horse of a very 

different colour . As I told -you before, just to reserve 70% of the 

free places without also provid~ng that primary school train~ng ·will 

be so improved that the -children from those schools will also be 

able to earn t hose places in honourable and open compettition, is 

simply to invite a lowering of standards . And this, I fear, i s 

possibly the greatest danger inherent in this move . It is for this 

reason that I think it is makeshift and not carefully thought out 

in terms of the best~ long-term interests of Jamaican education. 

By implication this move does in fact say that we must operate a 

double standard: one for children from primary schools and one for 

children from prep and secondary schools. And I dislike this aspect 

intensely . Double standards are always bad standards . And to examE 

kids from primary schools s€parately from those from other schools 
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is more likely to accentuate and perpetuate the differences rather 

than to break them down . The intention is not to d~vide but to br:hg 

together , but there is the clear and apparent danger that unless 

standards in primary schools are raised dramatically this intention 

will fie defeated . I personally want to s ee a great deal more opportuni 

for children from primary schools and from poorer homes than is 

implied even in Mr . Allen ' s move . But I also want those children to 
- ~ • 0--8. 

have at least the same quality of education!\. the same standard of 

education as is enjoyed by the minority in our secon~ary schools . 

And now for a brief word about a big row that is now going on 

in United States education . - on the 26th of June the United States 

Supreme Court handed down a ruling saying that it was against the 

American Constitution for any government education agency -to compose , 

prayers to be said in puplic schools . This was because the New Yolk: 

State Education Board of Regents had composed a prayer which it 

recommended for use in all public schools . But some parents .objected 

to this on religious and personal grounds . They pointed out that 

the Bill of Rights i n the American Constitution specifically forbids 

"an establishment of religion11 • And the wise old gentlemen of the 
' Supreme Court, whose business it is to defend and interpret the 

American constitution, upheld these parents . The grey old Justices 

said that they were protecting religion from the state and that the 

government should leave the religious functions of the people to 

themselves or to the churches to whom they loolr for religious 

guidance . It ~eerns to me a very good thing, this separation of 

church and state . But the American people are having a really 

monumental row about this matter at this moment . What do you think of 
7 

it? Goodnight . . 
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No 471 1) B. G. Constitutional Talks 
2) The New Algeria 

\JEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmi s-s.ion on 
Saturday July 7 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

,-

Good evening : The British Guiana Constitutional Conference , 

which should have opened in London this month, has been put off 

until September . Both Dr . Jagan, B. G. 's Premier , and Mr . Forbes 

' Burnham, the leader of B . G. ' s largest opposition party, have condenred 
I 

the postponement . Mr . Peter D' Aguiar, the leader of the United Force, 

on the other hand , has welcomed the postponement . The British Colonial 

Secretary, said he had to postpone what wou l d infact have been B. G.' s 
I 

independence conference in order to get the report of the Comm1ssim 

which has just fin~~hed its hearings i n to the rioting and burning of 

Georgeto\'m last February . To complicate the ff. G. picture a little 

further , Dr . Jagan last month sach, his Minister of Home Affair-a, 

Mr . Balram Singh Rai . Mr . Rai was fired because he dared to accuse 
\ 

his party leader of r igging the party elections in which Mr . Rai 

who is an Indian , opposed Mr . Brindley Benn who is a Negro , for the 

office of People's Progressive Party chairman . Mr . Ra i said that he 

lost to Mr . Benn because Dr . Jagan had manipulated the whole r , -
conference . In this I think Mr . Rai was probably right . The majori-cy 

of P . P. P . members are Indians and comnrunal feeling is strong enough 

for Indians to tend~to want to vote for their own kind against any­

body else . But Dr . Jagan in particular is trying hard to keep down 

the communal aspect of B. G. politics and so for him it is important 

to have a Negro in a high position within his party and Government . 

And so, as a self~confessed Marxist , Dr . Jagan probably operated on 

the classic Marxist assumption that the mean justify the ends and 

did what had to be done to get Brindley Benn re- elected . The danger 

of t hese developments from Jagan's point of view is not that Rai 
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could cause a split in the party, or even oppose him successfully . 

The real danger is that Rai is joining a small band of influential 

Indians who were once with Jagan but who have left him . If this 

band were to form a small conservative Indian party which could tam ·~ away five per cent of Jagan/popular vote from the politically unattach 

Indian masses , a completely new situation could arise in B. G. at tr.e 

next elections . Whe violence of February and now the postponement af 

the independence conference has done Jagan no good; and what happera 

between now and September inside B.G. could be very important . 

And for a look at Algeria . Last Sunday the people voted for 
on 

Indpendence and x±x:.tme Tuesday Premier Benkhedda and his supporters 

return home to take over after seven years of fighting from exile . 

The European secret~ army terrorists have given up; t heir leaders 
\ 

have fled and their pr rate radio has gone off the air . There is 

peace , but it is an uneasy peace . The whites who remained behind 

are frightened and nervous . In bitterness some Algerias have taken 

over the poperty .of whites who have fled . But on the whole there 

have been nothing like the ugly scenes in the Congo . 

The real danger of trouble now is between the leaders themsel~. 

Benkhedda leads a moderate government which wants to come to terms 

both with France and the settlers . But Mohammed ben Bella who had 

been a prisoner of the French for nearly as long as the war lasted, 

is a toughminded left-wing radical who wants to take o,ver and who is 

bmtter about the French . - Unless this power struggle is contained , 

we may yet see more bloodshed, but this time between Algerian and 

Algerian . Goodnight 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 472 

NEWS COMMENTARY 

The Ecronomics of Independence : (1) 
Results of London Mission 

For transmission on 
Monday J~ly 9 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The Jamaica Government Mission returned from 

London over the weekend , and because I have been out in the countiy 

parts over the weekend I ~ave not had a chance to contact any of the 

people who were on the Mission . The result is that I have no more 

background information than appeared in the press or over the radio. 

So, in trying to assess what was achieved I do not start off with 

the advantage of having discussed the matter with someone who was 

on the inside . I cannot tell you about the atmosphere in which the 
, 

talks were conducted or the precise nature of just what Jamaica asked 

for from the British Government . The news of last Thursday was that 

the Jamaica delegation asked the British Government for a sum of 

more than five million pounds to balance our budget , plus an 

unspecified but very large amount for development purposes . If this 
finally 

was in fact so then what the British Government/decided to give 

Jamaica must .have been a great disappo i ntment to the Mission . 

The British Government has decided to give Jamaica an outright 

grant of ·about one million pounds . Next , all the War Office properv,r 

her-e, which is worth about two and a half million pounds, will be 

given over to us after August 6th . So we will get about one mil~ion 

pounds in cash m:~xi&:~:mm.±t and two and a half mlhllion pound's .worth 

of real estate: a total of just about three and a half million pounds . 

In addition, the British ' Government will make an Exchequer loan of 

one and a quarter million pounds towards our budgetary needs . 

This is a very small amount of money indeed; and I, like many 

~ other people , disappointed by the meagreness of Britain's 

parting gesture to her most important colony in this part of the 
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world. If you put aside the War Office property - which is in any cmse 

Jamaican soil - all we got as a grant 1s a cool one million pounds . 

This is less than one pound per person . And when we consider the 

generosity with which Britain has treated places like manganyika 

when they entered into indpendence, then the smallness of her grant 

to us becomes particularly striking . So why did Britain give us such 

a small grant to see us on our way to independence? 

Some people have suggested that it is because of our decision 

to get out of the Federation and that this was a form of _punishment. 

I myself do not believe that this was any sort of p6nitive action 

on the part of the British Government . Of course they were disappo:hted 

when we decided to quit the Federation . But I do not t hink that it 

is therr disappointment which is responsible for the smallness of 

the grant . I think rather that they had a very clear idea of the 

amount that they proposed to give to the original West Indies Federatio 

when it became independent . But since we wrecked that federation, ttis 

same ~amount has now to be divided among three distintt groups: 

ourselves, Trinidad and the Little Eight . And I think that in the 

parcelling out of this money they have decided that the needs of tre 

Little Eight are - and will go on being - greater than ours . They a.'3 
\ 

committed to supporting the interim organisation of the Little Eigrt. 

and when its federation finally gets going they will have to help it 
I 

for quite a while to - come . So it is not simply a question of punia:ing 

us but of making a set amount of money go ar9und. And in British 

calculations t here are others whose needs are greater than ours . That 

is one aspect of this matter: I'll discuss some other aspects tomo:rmw . 

So till then, goodnight . 
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No 473 Economics of Independence (2): 
T~e Politics of Aid 

NEWS . COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday July 10 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Last night I told you that I thought one reason 

for the smallness of the British grant to Jamaica was because they 

have to divide a set amount of money between Jamai ca, Trinidad and 

the Little Eight . I also told you that I think they consider the 

long- term needs of the .Little Eight greater than ours . If I am right 

in this t hen you will find that the Trinidad financial settlement , 

when it is announced , will not be vastly different from Britain ' s 

financial settlement with us . I think the British Government has 

decided to hold the lion's share of the grant money earmarked for . 
the West Indies in order to help the Little Eight . But as I told 

/ . 

you last night , I do not think the British Government has approachai 

this in any vengeful spirit of wanting to punish Jamaica becaa se of 

th~ federation fiasco . It is just that they are now assuming 

responsibilities which we have refused to share with the smaller 

islands . And whether we like it or not, they feel that the needs 

of the smaller islands are greater than ours . 
views 

Two other KX~lU!Bmts have been put for~ard to explain the smallnes 

of Britain's grant to us . The first is that the Premier has declared 

too loudly and too firmly that Jamaica is in the Western camp . Some 

people feel that the British and American reaction might be : Well , 

since they are on our side in any case, since we have them in our 
I 

pockets , we do not have to win them over with. aid and the like. These 

people feel that if the Mission had used the Cold War situation we 

might have got more money . In terms of the size of the British grant 

I think these people are wrong . I do not think that the striking of 

any political poses would have made any difference to the amount 
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of money Bri tain gave us . Whether this will cut any ice with the 

United States is another matter . As far as the British are concerml 

I think they had a clear idea of what they intended to give the 

West Iridies and what share of that would come to us . And this poin~ 

I think , also covers the second view , which is that we would have 

got more money if this had been a delegation of a P .N.P o government 

led by Mr . Manley . Mr . Manley has proved himself to be Jamaica ' s · 

most brilliant advocate to the outside world: he has been the~princlpai 
j 

architect of Jamaica ' s present high reputation in the outside world. 

But, given the same set of circumstan.ces , I do not think Mr . Manley 

would have brought back any more than the Mission brought back from 

London . All the indications are that the British Government knew 

exactly how far it would go on this question of grants , and I do not 

think the political complexion of the Mission or the pe~sonality 

of its leader would have made any real difference} in terms of hard 

and solid cash grants . 

As far back as the 31st of May and the first of June , I warned 

t hat we might have· a rough time raising grants from abroad for 

development purposes . And I told you that one reason why we would 

have difficulty in rai sing grant money for development is because 

Jamaica has done so well over the past eight years . We have more than 

doubled the nation ' s income . If you have a Gross National Product af 

roughly 250 million pounds and you go and ask other people for ~elp 
How do you use , how do you share what yru h 

they are going to ask you : what are you doing to help yourself?/Thcy 

are going to say : show us how much you yourself have invested in 
the 

your own development . This is our problem : this is/mcx challenge 

behind the smallness of Britain ' s grant to us . Goodnight . 
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No 474 1) Common Servi ces Conference 
2) L . T. M. ' s Dark of the Moon 

NEW"S COMMENTARY 
For t r ansmission on 
Wednesday July 11 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good eveni ng : I have alreauy discussed some of the key aspects 

of the Common Services Conference which opened i n Port of Spain 
possibility 

yesterday morning . On the 9th of May I discussed the/~~xx±EiBx2f12ma 
try to 

that Trinidad might/put the question of B. W.I.A. on the agenda and 
~ 

I told you that if this happened much will depend on Jamaica ' s 

react i on . Indeed, I think this could probably be the crucial point 

of the whole conference . If Trinidad does not raise the question 

of B.W. I .A. then the chances are that we will have a relatively 

smooth conference , with a lot of hard give- and- take but with no 

real bitterne~s . But my guess at the moment is that the question 

of B.W. I.A . will come up . The Trinidad government is at the moment 

carrying the enti re cost of operating the airline, and it is being 

run at a loss . There is no doubt too that the principal a enefits 

of B.W. I .A. go to the people of the Ea.stern Caribbean . There is 

much more inter- island traffic among themselves than there is betwe_en 

Jamaica and the other islands . So if B.W . I .A. folds up we in Jamaica 

will not notice it very much . But tb the islands of the Ea.stern 

Caribbean the folding up of B.W. I .A. will be a really terrible 

blow, throwing them back to the isolation that existed before the 

coming of the air age ~ So this question of the continuing of B.W. I.A 

is very important to the people of thase islands . And so I think 
~ 

that all the delegates from the Eastern Caribbean will be prepared 

to accept B.W.I . A. as a 6ommon Service, -if Trinidad raises the 

matter . And that will leave it up to Jamaica . 

If Jamaica does not oppose this move then things might ~ork out . 

Acceptance by Jamaica might also go a long way towards improving 
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the very bad feelings that now- exist towards us down there . In fact , 

I do not think we have ever had a time when the fund of goodwill fer 

Jamaica was as low as it is now in the E:astern Caribbean . So, J amaica ' s 

acceptance of B.W. I . Ao as part of the Common Services will do much 
\. 

to restore goodwill towards us. But no nation takes on a heavy 

financial burden just for the sake of goodwill . We all want goodwill 

but we will be fools to pay a yearly price for it . So the question 

of their goodwill must not and will not be a maj or consideration. 

The big question is whether it would also suit our own interests. I 

personally think we have more to gain by accepting B.W.I .A. as a 

Common Serviceo If we reject B. W. I.A. as a Common Service Trinidad 

and t he others may wi thdraw from the Univers ity . And believe me , in 

both the short and the long run it will cost us a whole heap - more 

to sup~ort a university on our own than to share in the cost of B. W. I •. 

So I hope we will not be penny wise and pound foolish - if the matter 

comes UP o As it is, we have benefitted more from the university thm 

any of the other islands o Our sick have had free treatment at the 

hospital there , which is the best .in the entire Caribbean. Our worlH's 
t he 

our merchants have benefitted because/university is here . And the 

other islands have contributed to all t his. 

Finally , a brief word on entertainment: the Little Theatre 

Movement ' s ' Dark of the Moon ' is ' not highbrow or high- minded stuff; 

but if you want an evening 1 s fun, do go and see it. And don't let 

the critics put you off : it is great fun . Goodnight . 
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No 475 

NEWS COMMENTARY 

1) Scholarships 
~ fJ bl 1 12'. f D 

FOR transmission on 
Thursday July 12 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

1 them 7 

Good evening : I should like to express my very warm congratulat i 

to the Jamaica Public Service ,Company for its decision to set up two 

sche--larships of its own to the College of Arts, St ience and Techno l:8y . 

These two scholarships will be in engineering , and in one of them 

preference will be given to students who have a parent or close 

' relatioD; working _for the compl:J.ny : the other will be open . I think 

this is a magnificent guesture and a fine contribution to technical 

education in Jamaica o I should like more firms to do this sort of 

thing as their contribution to our independence . Indeed some firms 

have been setting up scholarships to the College of Arts, Science 

and Technology - and they have been doing this quietly and without 

any fuss or publicity . But there are very far from enough of such 
\ 

scholarships . It will be a very long time indeed before Jamaica _has 

anywhere near the number of technically trained people we need . So 

may I once again urge those large firms that can do so to set up 

their own scholarships . And to those whose resources will not 

permit this, I suggest a contribution to our J . B. C. ·rndpendence 

Soho larsh'ips . 

Incidentally, contributions to our scholarship fund have not 

been up to expectations over the past week . We have received only 

two cheques : one for ten pounds from Mr . Stanley Motta and one 

for five guineas 

current total so 

from the Savlamar Women's Club . This ?rings our 
t{o 

far three hundred and eighty- eight pounds three 
'l 

shillings and six penceo I find this frankly disappointing. I had 

hoped that we will by now be nearer the thousand pound ~ark . So 

please, don't forget to send -your contributions to the J oB. C. 
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Independence Scholarships Fund, Box 100, Kingston ten. Another 

point I should like to mention is that so far no other business 

firm has responded to the Seprod challenge with management ~nd 

workers contributing and equal amount . And I am sure that the 

workers and management of Seprod do not constitute the only public 

spin ited firm that cares about education in the Jamaican community . 

Now for some of the more cheering and positive news about the 

fund . A number of listeners have written to say that they are 

collecting money in small amounts within ~heir own communities for 

the fund . In this the ladies , as usual , are particularly prominent . 

I am particularly pleased about this because i t is the only way in 

which we can turn this scholarship fund into a genuine community 

effort . So all power to all those good ladies who are busy collecting 
,r 

pennies and sixpences and shillings . One lady has asked for some 

sort of authorisation to show that she is collecting for our scholt:P-

ship fund . Jie::::w3 11 t:et +,e:?nly send tJ,ie JaJ:y ;, 1101-e of autlu1t·i &y 'ii>± 

I think it would be so much more of a community effort if the local 

community organisation, the Women's Club, the J .A.s . Branch , the 

Local P . T .A. , could be involved in the fund raising effort by 

getting them to authorise it . So please carry on with the good work: 

if we succeed, ours willing be a permanent contribution to educatim 

in Jamaica . Finally, I have now received Miss Gloria Escoffery's 

painting and it is a beautiful thing, framed and ready to be hanged. 

It will go to the first person who sends us fifteen guineas for it • 

.And that will be a bargain. to whoever buys ito Goodnight . 
,.. 
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No 476 The National Anthem (1) 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday July 13 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I think it is time we did s ome clear~ thinking 

on this question of a National Anthem for Jamaica - and , in the_ 

process , on the whole business of ind~ endence and what it means 

and whose independence it is . There are now exactly twenty- three 

days to go to Independence Day, and what is the situation? 

We find that we have no National Anthem that is nationally 

acceptable . The few tries that have been made are dull and dreary 

beyond words and absolutely unfit . And deep down in their hearts 

all our politicians , all our leaders, know that a song does exist 

which we can make nationally acceptgble as our National Anthem. 

It is Jamaican to the core, the words are gloriously uplifting, 

and there is a_ marching swing to the music . More than any other 

song, it expresses the pure soul and the deepest aspirations of 
-

Jamaica . But no one wants to touch it because the whole business 

of choosing our National Anthem is bedevilled with the meanest kind 

of petty party politicking . The words of this song was written by 

a leading member of one party and that party has used it as its 

marching song; and so the other party cannot possibly accept it, 

no matter how good it is , not matter how well it fits the ocaasion. 

And all of us, by our silence, aid and abet this monumental folly . 

So let us ask ourselves : Whose independence is this that we 

are going to celebrate? And for whom do we want a National Anthem? 
I 

Does this Independence belong to Alexander Bustamante or to Norman 

Manley? Does it belong to the People ' s National Party or t h the 

Jamaica Labour Party? Does it begin with the two leaders and their 

parties and end With the two leaders and their parties? I think we 
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have had clear indications t hat there are people, and sqme of them 

_very powerful people, who see our coming independence and the 

question of our National Anthem in this strictly party political 

light . They see it as a question of 'face' , of scoring points , of 

gaining an advantage . 

And so you have some people i n the P .N.P . who are not go i ng t o 

take part in t he independence celebrations be cause t heir party is 

out of power and they see this as a J . L.P . celebration . On the other 

side, you have people in the J .L .P . who s trut around behaving as 

tnough t his is an exclusively J . L .P . affair . Both these attitudes 

a r e equally tragic and unfortunate for Jamaica . It shows that the 

interes ts of the person and the party are being put before the 

interests of t he nation; and: this is so wrong . 

Sure the leaders and th~ parties have led J amai ca to this high: 

and for this t~ey will always be remembered and honoured . But , 

independence belongs, and will go on belonging to the people of J amal ci 

Long after t he leaders are gone, long after these two parties have 

either been completely changed or else replaced by other part ies , 

Jamaica and its people will still be here : they will be here a 

hundred years, five hundred years from now . And for those Jamaicans 

our present petty little s coring of point s wi ll seem rather s illy . 

And when they sing J amaica ' s National Anthem they are not going tore 

concerned with the politics of the person who wrote it or whether 

it bring so - called advantage to this or that party . For them it will 

be the National Anthem : the song of the nation . What can we offer 

them as the true song of the nation? I'll tell you what I think 
-

tomorrow . So till then , goodnight . 
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No 477 The ~ational Anthem (2) 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday July 14 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking . 

Good evening: I think the truest song of the nation, the most 

beautiful and the most stirring national Anthem that we can hand 
I 

down ,to the Jamaicans of the fblture is - ' Jamaica Arise' • But for 

this to happen our leaders in both pol itical parties will have to 

rise to heights of real greatness . It will requir.e of the Jamaica 

Labo~r Party, x~ ux±zrla~ and of Sir Alexander Bustamante in particuli 

a~2 rare sense of history and a recognition of that which is timelEm 

and above party and person o To accept the fact that the song of his 

political opponents is really the bes t Anthem for the nation , is tra 
I 

sort o·f thing that only a r eally great man will do . I hope Busta 

does . 

From the P . N. P . and from Mr . Manley it will require agreement 

to forever banish 'Jamaica Arise' as their party song , and a undertaki1 

that it will never be sung as their party song . They must agree to 

only use it as the Anthem of the nation, at times when it is right 

and proper for the National Anthem to be sung . And I think the must 

also undertake not to make party political capital out of the , ~uestion 
. 

of the National Anthem . Indeed, if this idea is accepted by the tvo 

parties then a special law should be passed making it a punishable 

offence for'Jamaica Arise' to be used other than as our National 

Anthem . I know that this too, will require a high sense of history 

and of the nationss good for the P .N. P . to give up this well- loved 

song . I hope Mr . Manley and his followers will rise to the needs 

of the occassiono This, I think, is the only fit song to become our 

National Anthem . It was written in 1939; the words are by William 

Seivright and · the music is by Granville Campbell . The spirit is 

national and Jamaican through and through. Just listen to the words: 
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The t rumpet has sounded by countrymen all 

So wake from your slumber and answer the call 

The torch has been lighted the dawn is at hand 

Who joins in the fight for his own native land . 

have the Chorus : 

Land of my birth I pledge to thee 

Loyal and ~aithful, true to thee 

second verse : 

Oh the toil may be heavy the campaign long 

The road may be dreary the barriers strong 

Our progress may falter and energies wane 

But steadfast in spirit our goal we will gain · 

you have the chorus, and then th_e final verse 

In steadfast assurance that God will look down 

And give us his ble~sings our efforts to crown 

Let us all be united to build by His grace 

A nobler Jamaica, _a loftier race . 

That is it, as noble a national call is you could find anywhere . 

And th~r~ is nothing about party or seihtional interest in 1 t . And 

the music, as most of you know, is as stirring as the words . I 

frankly think that it will take an awful long time before anything 

to match this is produced . Logically this s hould be our National 

Anthem . I~ speaks for, and belongs to Jamaica more than any party 

or section . And time will wash out all sectional feelings about it . 

Are our leaders big enough to see all this? I sincerely hope so . 

Goodnight ., 
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No 478 Common Services Conference 
The University & B.G. 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
FttD~transmission on 

Moitemmsday July 16 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Friday ' s news from Port of Spain on the progress 

of the Common Services Conference was very good indeed as far as 

the University is concerned . As you know, I was very worried in 

case Trinidad decided that it would only cont i nue to support the 

University if we agreed to support B.W. I .A. as a Common Service . 

It now seems that the question of the University is now definitely 

settled - until at least 1972 . This is a very good thing for all 

of us in the region and it shows a high degree of statesmanship 

and good sense on the part of all the delegations . But of course 

Dr . Eric Williams only return to Trinidad on Friday evening from 

his very successful European tour and there is no~ knowing what he 

will do . Be might yet raise the ~uestion of B.W. I .A. as a Common 

Service . But at least the context in which it will be raised, if 

he does raise it, will not include support of the University as any 

sort of bargaining counter . And I am very happy about this . 

But there were s e tbacks too, and possibly the most unfortunate 

of these was British Guiana's decision to withdraw from supporting 

t he university after next year . I t hink this is goin~ t o prnve 

a mosst unfor tunate t ~ing for the people of British Guiana . On my 

last visit to British Guiana I was particularly struck by the sense 

of is&&ation of some of its brightest young people . In some ways I 

found more of a sense of being cut off from world curr-ents ' than I 

found in some of the smaller islands . The young thinkers, the young 

intellectuals, often talked and behaved as though their minds were 

in prison . I often felt a sense of desperation in them, as though 

t hey were trying to break out of this invisible prison of. t he mind . 
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But although this sense of isdlation struck me xs most dramatically 

in my contact with the young tha\nkers , it was not confined to them 0 

The whole societ y seemed to me isolated and cut off . And for such 

a society contacts are desperately important . Such a society must 

always keep up and extend the area of its contacts if it is to 

grow healthily and strongly . If it does not it could so easily 

turn in on itself and become self- destructive . And you know that 

we have already seen signs of the self- destructive powers of the 

E . G. society . It is for these reasons that I am so sorry that the 

E. G. government has decided to isolated itself further . They are 

going to establish their own Guianese university . But the size of 

the population and the present economic state of the nation is such 

that they just cannot reproduce anything· like the university at 

Mona in terms of quality . Certainly, they will not be able _to attrah 

and keep ~~e teaching talent of the scope and quality that. we have 

at Mona . So, as well as getting what must almost inevitably be a 

lower quality of university education, the young people of that 

country are going to be largely cut off from contact with other 

young West Indians , as well as with the deep and wide current of 

thought the flows continually into the valley of Mona from all over 

the world ; 

I think time might well prove that Dr . Jagan ' s decision to 

brea~ with the university was one of his biggest mistakes . On the 

other hand if he is bent on creating a Marxist state then this 

, isolation from cureent western ideas is a necessary first step on 

a dangerously rocky road. Goodnight . 
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No 479 The Artist and 

NEWS CO:tvIMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday July 17 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

-

Good evening: I should like for a .change to discuss an aspect 

of the arts : specifically, I should like to discuss the. big debate 

that is going on now in artistic circles on how the audience reacted 

to the Littfue Theatre Movement's 'Dark of the Moon' . I was one 

of those who went to the first - night of this play . And I was one 

of those who laughed heartily . On Wednes day of last week I told 

you that for me seeing ' Dark of the Moon' had been an evening ' s fun . 

And I urged listeners to go and see it ir' they wanted an evening's 

fun . 

Now, it seems that those of us who ~aughed were wrong . It seems 

that we should have seen •~rk of the Moon' as highbrow and high­

minded stuff with a most serious and urgent message. And because 

we did not see it in this way, because we laughed and had an evenirgs 

fun, we are being criticised and lectured at and told how backward 

we are as audiences . The prop6sition seems to be that we, the audienc 

were at fault; that . since the intention was high- minded, we should 

have seen and understood and r esponded to that intention, no matter 

what we saw on the stage. But the proposition does not end there; 

by imp'lication it suggests that laughter and understanding a message 

do not go together . 

So, let us try and examine this proposition and its offshoots . 

As far as I am concerned the responsibility for creating what the 

artist considers the right mood and attitude in his audience is 

that of the artist alone . If the audience does not respond as the 
,, 

artist would like it to, then the artist has obviously failed in 
I 

communication o The responsibility is his and no amount of abuse of 
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his audience can ~hift that responsibility . It is all well and 
I 

good to be a genius but unless the fire of your genius can strike 

a responding spark in your audience they have no way of knowing 

your genius . Of course, there are artists 'Whose thinking and whose 

creations are way ahead of their times - people who do not create 

just for the popular appeal of the moment . But you rarely find 

these artists turning on their audiences and abusing them for not 

making the right responses . They--know what they are about and they 

do not feel that they are entitled to some special understanding . 

and special recognition, or that they are particularly missundersta:rl 

as artists . 

And now for the point about laughter . From the Greeks downward 

some of the greatest artists the world has known have made their 

audiences laugh, and using laughter they have taught us great lessons 

and given us messages of a depth and value far beyond that of 'Dark 

of the Moon . ' But of course that laughter was intentionally created 

I had thought that the laughter compell ed by 'Dark of the Moon' was 
But 

part of the intention . /It would seem that it was the clown trying 1D 

play Hamlet rather than the clown being himself and giving us somethi 

uniquely his own . But I xtttx am still unrepentant about finding it 

fun , all the high- brow stuff nothwithstanding. 

The sad thing is that once again the artistl has blamed his 

audience instead of taking a searching look at himself and hi~ creation 

Blaming the ignorance of the voter when he throws you out is part 

of the political game: but art is not politics, and art will not 

flower fully in this part of thw world until the artist stops 

high- hatting his audience . Goodnight. 
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No 480 The British Cabinet Shake-up 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday July 18 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Friday ' s news of Mr . Harold Macmillan ' s sacking 
, was a sort of public 

of seven of his senior Ministers ~~mmxtk2xgmx2xxlllfflt acknowledgement 

of thw widely lmown fact that Britain ' s Conservative Government is 

in trouble . Over the past twelve to eighteen months , and particularly 

over the past six months the Conservatives h~ve suffered defeat 

after defeat at by- elections, and then they took a terrible beating 

from the Labour and Liberal parties at the l ocal government electims 

earlier this year . All the indications are that if a General election 

was called in Great Britain' tomorrow or next week the.Conservatives 

would be· thrown out of offic·e . At this · pioment it looks as though the 

star of the British Labour Party is very definitely rising, and if 

there were an election now Labour would be returned to power . But 

the Macmillan Government still has about a year to go in office and 

in that time a number of things can happen . The Liberal Party has 
,, 

suddenly come back into Britain ' s political picture very strongly, 

after being on the verge of death for many years . So, if this is in 

fact the start of a great Liberal revival it is possible that when 

election time comes around the Liberals might hold the balance of 

power in the House of Commons - or you might even have the fantast:ic 

phenomenon of an absolute Liberal victory . My own view is that a 

clearcut Liberal victory is not possible at the ' next election , no 

matter how strong the revival; but of course, I could be wrong . What 

1s certain is that the Liberals have given British party politics a 

real shaking up and both the Labour Party and the Conservative Parw 

are worried . At every by- election partically, the Liberals have 

been taking votes from both the big parties . And the leaders of both 
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parties know that the eight seats the Liberals now hold i n the Houre 
~R~~XMXXK~xxm~rl•lix~a~tiRaxaxextx~mgxtmxMmNt&boak:ex~imRX~XXXRXEX 
of Commons does not ref lect Liber al s t rength i n the country . 
&nd the Conser vatives are i n the greatest danger . For every one vote 

the Liberals have taken f r om Labou~, they have taken two from the 

Conservatives ., And this, I think , is responsible for the nature of 
Macmillan ' s 

Mr . /Cabi net reshuffl e . I thi nk that when the dust has settl ed you 

wi ll f i nd that the new Conservative government looks a great deal 

more liberal than last week 'so There will be more young men who 

have come up through the ranks , and they will l ook, if anything, 

more liberal than t he Liber als themselves . The whole point behind 
lower 

this reshuffle then is to t ry and r ecapture the floating/middle - class 

vote which has kept the Tories i n power in the past. This is the 

high stake f or which Mr . Macmillan is gambling . The question is : 

can he get away with i t ? He has shaken the Conservative Party ~XJDK 

to its very foundations with t his drastic reshuffle . It is somethirg 

that many powerful Tories , espec ially those in the rightwing of 

the party , will hold against him for a very long -time . But I think 

they are going to put up with it for the present; they are going 

to put up with it because it looks like the only chance of staving · 

off certain defeat . But if Mr . Macmillan's big gamble does not 

come off; if there is no restoration of confidence in the government, 

and if the great Liberal revival continues, and if this ends in a 

victory for Labour next year , then I expect the Tory r i ghtwing to 

turn on a defeated Macmillan and destroy him . All in all then, this 

is a pretty desperate gamble that Mr . Macmillan has undertaken . If 

it fails the Conservatives will suffer a crushing defeat and he 

himself will be politically destroyed . If it succeeds, he will 

be -SuperMac indeed • •••• Goodnight o 
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No 481 Scholarship Fund: Sale of Escoffery Picture 
to Dudley Thompson 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday July 19 at 6 .15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

'Good evening : It was exactly a week ago today that I told 

you that I would sell Miss Gloria Escoffery ' s painting to the first 

person who sent fifteen guineas for it to our Indpendence Scholarship 

Fund . Well , on the same evening, before I reached home from thms 

radio; station, my good fr iend Mr . Dudley Thompson, had phoned to 

say that he wanted the picture and that he hoped his bid was first . 

And the next day Dudley Thompson sent me the following letter with 

two cheques in it : This is Mr . Thompson ' s letter: 

11 1 heard your broadcast on the Ind~iendence Scholarship Fund 

and consider it a really noeworthy idea . That each year the people 

of Jamaica should renew their pledge to this, their own land, by 

s~nding t wo young J~maicans to our own institution for improvement 

is one way of keeping the spark of liberty aflame . 

"I am enclosing two cheques fo,r fiftenn guineas and ten 

guineas - one for the paint ing offered by Gloria Escoff ery and 

the other as a contribution to your Scholarship Fund , and let me 

add this: I too was awarded a scholarship . Let me hope that everybody 
/ 

in Jamaic~ who has won a scholarship before Independence , either 

from Jamaican sources or, as in my case, abroad, will contribute 

towards this Jamaican Independence Scholarship here . This is one 

form of saying thanks to the land of our birth and to those who 

gave for us . " 
/ 

That is Dudley Thompson's letter . It is a proud acknowledgement 

that even the most gifted among us needed help to reach where they 

are and from there to contribute to the good of the country . Dudley 

Thompson had to win a scholar,ship in order to become what he is 
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today . And I do not have to tell you of the good that he has done 

for this society as well as for the cause a~ for African freedom . 

In places like Kenya , Tanganyika and Uganda the name of Dudley 

Thompson is honoured, and because they honour him, they also honour 

his native Jamaica . But let us just suppose for a moment that there 

had been no scholarship for Dudley Thompson to win - would he have 

been able to make the contribution he has? And think of all those 

other people whose names are so familiar to you : people who are 

famous in politics , in law , in the medical services , in scholarsh1A 

in our public service - who are where they are, and who have 

contributed so greatly to Jamaica ' s growth and develppment because 

they got their first break by winning scholarships . We would have 

been a much poorer society if there had been no scholarships for 

these gifted people to win . On the other hand, I think we would 

have been a much richer society if there had been more scholarships 

and greater educational opportunity for all the youngsters ih this 

island . And the basic idea behind this scholarship fund is simply 

to create forever to extra scholarship opportunities for all the 

bright and gifted young sons and daughters of J amaica so the~ they 

in their turn will contribute to making a better life for all the 

people who live in this island in _the years thail lie ahead . Surely, 

as Dudley Thompson ~ays , this is a noble gift to hand down to the 

future . There is more good news about the fund but it will have to 

wait till another time. Meanwhile keep send your contributions to 

The J .B. C. Independence Scholarship Fund, Box 1ee~ Kingston ten . 

Goodnight 
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No 482 Sixteen Day to Independence 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday July 20 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : We have just sixteen more days to go and yhen 

Jamaica will be an independent sovereign state . So what does the 

picture look like at this moment in time? First, what sort of 

celebrations are we going to have . Some people have been- genuinely . 
I 

afraid that there may be trouble of some kind . But to me, as the 

great day draws nearer , this seems less and less likely . There is 

a basic good sense in the people of , this country, a ba&ic impulse 

towards peaceful and orderly living , and I do not think we should 

under~rate this or sell it s hort . You have your hooligans and 

your idiots and your gansters in every society . And as with every 

society, we have our share of bad types . But thes e are such a tiny 

minority in Jamai ca that we can contain them quietly and easily 

and without any fu~s or bother . So the whole thing is up to us 

to make August 6th and the days that lead up to it and the days 

that follow it, as peaceful and friendly and quiet and happy as the 

vast majority of us would like these days to be. The whole affair 

is in our own hands . 

For this reason I am very happy indeed that Mr . Manley yesterday 

made public the directive that the P.N .P . Executive has . sent to all 

party groups . This states very clearly that independence belongs 

to all the people of Jamaica and that the P .N.P. will share fully 

in all the celebrations of independence . I hope we will soon read 

or hear a similar statement from the J.L.P . I hope for this not 

because I expect trouble but because I t hink it would be a very 

good thing to let that small g roup of fanatics in both parties know 

that their parties are against any kind of partisan stupidity and 
hooliganism . 
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Another pleasing f eature t hat I have noticed wi t h independence 

only sixteen days away, is t he very great effort on t he part of the 

police Hi gh Command · to establish good relations with t h~ public. 

I know that people like Commissioner Noel Crosswell and Superintenden 

Geor ge Mullen are do i ng everyth ing in their power to foster good 

relations between the police and the publi c. And I t h ink if all 

of us try to meet t he police half way our indep endence ce l e brai:.ions 

wi ll go off without any real ug liness . So, on tne count of peaceful 

and orderly behavrour, I have no fear s . "md I a m very g lad to see 

that all these rumours are q_rying u , tho.ugh still much to_o slowly 

for _my liking . Let us turn the tap off once and for all . And if 

there is a handful of people who are afraid of independence, let 

them sta r a t- home : ·nobody will bother them . .Pf course, the crooks 

and t he petty t h ieves will be at work . Celebrations and the gather~ 

of peop le are the times when t hey are most at work . Bµt t hese are 
, as there are the world over , 

just criminals/and our p_olice can de,al with them provided we keep 

our heads and do not invest their criminal a ct ivity with any spec ial 
; 

significance . When thes e crooks tr t h e r stuff it · c the duty of 

~11 3 00 citizens to 1elp t he police . 

Finally , I t h inlt t he National St adium is goir..g to be ready in 

time after all . nd so, with sixteen days to go, a rn looki ng forwcm 

to . a reat time . I um t aking my family out and we are goin : to 

·move a mong the peop le and share in t he eating and drinking and 

joyous laughter of a people entering man ' s nobl est e s tate . 

oodnight. 
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l!o 483 Political r:o r i torium 

NEWS CONMENTARY 
For t ransmission~ on 
Saturday J uly ?lat 6 . 5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The other evening I was luck~ enough to find 

myself at a small and very distinguished dinner party with men who 
and progress 

are deeply and genuinely concerned wi t h the welfar e/o f this country . 

During the conversation t he ~point came up .that i t might be a very 

goo d idea to have a s ort of moritorium on party politics over the 

independence peetod, that from a given date before independence to 

a given date after independence , our two maj or parti es should 

suspend all party political scrapping . This id.ea found a lot of 

favour among thos~ pr esent . But someone pointed out a very important 

fact and it was this . This person said, sure leading figures from 

both parties wi ll go to official functions , they will drink and 

eat and talk together , t hey will share jokes among themselves and 
' get along famously . He mentioned the famous photogr aph showing 

rvrr. Manley and Sir Alexander Bust amante shaking hands after t he 

s uccessful constitutional conference in London . He went on to 

say that in the House of Hepr esent atives relat ions between P .N.P . 

and J .L .P . members are nearly always cordial and fri endly except 

per haps when there is a heated debate on some urgent and controversial 

matter . 

And you know·, all t h is is very true . Relations between the 

·top leaders of the B. I .T .U. and the N.W. U. ar e good . Sometimes 

t hese leaders wo r k t oget her to ach ieve some particular ga in for 

their members . And in t he business world you will find J . L.P . 

support ers and P .N.P . supporters doin ) business together pea cef ully 

- and a miably a:nd only arguing and disagr eeing on political matters . 

But t hey don' t try to beat each other up or storm each other ' s 
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homes or atta ck ea ch other in mare es . So, to call for a rnoritorillll 

on party politics a mong t hese people will be rather silly : t hey, 
I 

t he topfli ght politic i ans , t he MHRs , t he Un i on lead ers , t he bus ine re 

leaders, ar e going to obs erve t h is moritorium in any ca se . Sir 

Alexander Bustamante and Mr . Norman Manley a re bound to meet at 

a number of official f unction s and t heir behaviour is going to 

•be cord a l and exempanyy : t he same will go for • Sangs t er and 
/ 

Mr . Arnett and vrr . Lightbo urne and Mr . Will s Isaacs and i ndeed 

all t he way down t he line . ~hey a re going to share t h e indepen ence 

celebrations in a happy and f riendly spirit whenever t hey mome 

toget her at some function o 

But what of t h e r ank- and- fil e of t h e i r followers ? Wha t of t he 

P .N. P . man nd t he J . L . P . man in Wes tern Kings ton? I t h ink it is 

at t his level that we do need a moritorium on party politics . These 

are t he peeple who a re l ikely to clash and cause .trouble because 

t heir loyalty to party in greater t han t he i r loyalty to country . 

The se a r e t he mi sgui ded p -eop- l e who a ct first and t h i nk after war ds · 

and who can b ring us a whole lot of bad publicity i n the outside 

world . So it i s to t hese people t e a t I wou ld like to appea l . If t hese 

' peop le will forget t he i r parties and what good party p eople t h ey are 

fo r t he n ext three weeks, t hey will do a ll J amaica a gr eat s ervice. 

J us t take a holiday from s creami ng and fi ghting and throwi ng s tones 

for your party . In s t ead , keep t he peace f or t he sake of your count :ry. 

You can go back t o your hotb looded party s t uff l at er . Thi s independenc 

be l on s to a ll Jamaica, so for the next t r ree week s a t l eas t, p l eas e 

show your res pect f or a l l .J amai ca as i t ent er s nationhoo d . Goodn i glt.. 
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.l'io 484 Vandalism at National Stadium 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday July 23 at p . 15p om 

' Peter Abrahams speaking 
f 

Good evening : I deplore what has happened at the National 

Stadium recently as strongly as the most ardent critic of vandalism. 

I think it is a great pity and a very s_ad thing that a number of 
.... 

misguided people should feel that because it is their National 

Stadi um they have the right to befoul and _damage it . This is as 

senseless and silly as a man who sets his house on fire because it 

is his; or a man who beats his donkey to death just because he is 

the owner . You do not destroy what is yours : you look after it and 
-

enjoy it and get benefit from it . But having said all that , let me 

say at once that I personally do not want to be associated with those 

people who have seized on this thing to condemn all the so-ca l led 

small people of Kingston as a bunch of dest r uctive vandals . Indeed, 

I had the feeling that some of these people were very happy at what 

had happened because it gave them a chance to say : ' See, I told you 

we are going to have trouble; and it is already starting well before 
\ 

August sixth '. And you know, all this is so much nonsense . You ·do 

not, if you are fair and just, condemn the whole community of an 

area for the stupid behaviour of a handful of louts . If you are foal 

enough to do so, you are just asking for trouble . If, on the other 

hand·, you clearly separate the good from the bad, you are more likely 
' 

to have the good helping you to keep the bad ones in their place . Eb 

let us not condemn the good majority for the bad behaviour of a smaII.. 

bad minority o And let us put an end to all this talk of the little 

people having to behave well in order to show their ' gratitude' for 

what has been done for them by either the government· or anybody eloo . 

Democracy and this brand of paternalism do not go together. Instead , 
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let us enlist the help and support of the decent , law- abiding , prou:'l 

and self-respecting majority to contain and control the bad- mannera:1 

and destructive mino~tty . _This , i t seems to me , is by f ar the most 

constructiv e way of dealing with this business . Indeed, I am sur e trat 

if our authorities appealed to all good citizens to protect and 

safeguard their own National Stadium they will be surprised at the 

response . 

And now let us try to get this vandalism itself into perspective . 

In Britain they have had great stadiums for generations now . The 

people of Britain are among the most law- abiding in the world . But 

even there these great stadiums have very high wall s· running up t o 
I . 

thirty feet and more and with ro l led barbed wire on top . And still 

on great occasions - like a cup final or the . final of a rugby 

international (especially when Scotland or Wales play Englanq) -

you have some of the most fantastic attempts at getting over the 

vary high walls . I have myself seen men arriving -from Scotland armed 
' high . 

with ropes and spiked shoes to try and scale the/walls of Wembley 

Stadium . Thousands of police had to control the crowds . But the 

atmosphere never got ugly because nobody accused anybody else of 

vandalism . And the _good citizens helped the police to ensure that 

the very high spirits of the crowds did not get out of hand . ·Now , ' when 

you look at our stadium, you find that the walls are about seven f Ei:l t 

high - but I will talk about t hat tomorrow . What I do feel is importl.nt 

right now is that we should stop talking as though we expect that 

worst possible behaviour from our fellow citizens. Instead, let us 

expect,and say we expect,the best of them . If we do even the g t omiEEt 

Reremiah might be surprised . If you giv~ them a chance Jamaicans are 

the most law- abiding people I know. Goodnight . 
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No 485 The National Stadium: Some practical problems 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday July 24 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : Last night I discussed this question of vandal• 

at the National Stadium and I told you I was more than a little 

concerned by the atti~ude of those people who seized on it to support 

all their gloomy warnings of trouble . Basically these people seem 
I 

to have no faith in the good sense and decency of their fellow 

citizens , and this , you know, can of itself create unnecessary 
I 

trouble . I am sure you know the old saying about giving a dog a 

bad name and he will be bad: but if you give a dog a good name he 
, 

is more likely to be a good dog . Expect a man to xia s teal and lie 

and be des t ructi v e and he will live up (or QOwn) to thos e expectation 

This is not to s ay t hat we must play ostrich and shut our eyes 

t o the possibility of things going wrong . That would be utterly 

foQlish . What I am saying is that there is a sort of morbid fear and 

expectation of trouble in the minds of some people which is unhealthy , 

and unclean for the mental stability of these people themselves and 

bad for the society : it is like an infectious sickness which, like 

the pox, can spread and do great harm . And the bas is of this sickness 

i s distrust of their fellow citizens. It is this that I want us to 

try and get rid ofo 

But t here are practical possibilities that we must face caibmly 
' 

and soberly and plan to deal with . And one of these has to do with 

the height of the walls of our Stadium. I told you last night that 

in orderly Britain the walls of their stadiums were often thirty 
. 

feet high and topped with rolls of barbed wire . This is not because 

the British are always expecting vandalism and trouble- making but 

simply because they have calmly faced the fact that given a certain 
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set of cr rcumstances , certain things might happen . And they have 

provided against the possibility of those things happening . When a 

great event takes place it is never possible for all the people who 

wish to do so, to get into a Stadium and see ·1t: And people who do 

not have the money , or as in our case where no money is involved, wm 

- do not have invitations are naturally going to try to get in . It 

would be inhuman to expect them not to make the try . The British 

certainly expect them to make the try and so the British have p~ovided 

for it by building their high walls . We have not provided for this 

in the planning of our stadium and it would be the easiest thing in 

the world for - thousands of people to get over our seven- foot ·high 

walls . And if this did happen we could be in for a possible great 

crush •with great damage to persons and property . It will not be 

because anybody wants to do harm or damage . It will be simply becuase 

people are eager to see this great ceremony. The intention will not 

be evi l or destructive: it will be high-spirited and eager, no mer~ 

But harm could happen unless we think about it and provide for it. 

So I think we want to make clear to our people what could happen if 

things got out of hand. Let them share the responsibility for good 

. behaviour with our authoritie.s. - And let there be loudspeakers so 

that those outside .the walls can listen to all that goes on inside 

the walls . In these ways we will·minimise the dangers of wall jumping, 

and all those who cannot see it will at least be able to hear the 

details of the great ceremony. Let us think and plan for all t he 

possibilities, and let us enlist the help of all good citizens. If 

we do thes~ things and do them well, then ' r expect very little trolfie 

at the National Stadium on the great day . It is up to us. 

Goodnighto 
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No 486 1) The National Anthem 
2) Independence Television 
3) Our First Diplomats 

NEWS COM!V'J.ENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday July 25 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: A couple of weeks back I told you my own feelings 

about the National Anthem . Since then the House of Representatives 

has unanimously adopted a song for which the Reverend Hugh Sherlock 

wrote the words and Mr . Robert Lightbourne wrote the music, as our 

National- Anthem . I frankly do not thin~ this is as good as'°J amaica 

Arise' , but it is much better than all the other offerings we have 

had, and it is free of the party political taint of 'Jamaipa Arise '. 

/
arty 

If I am sorry that immediate rather than long- term historical 

considerations cancelled •'Jamaica Arise', I am nevertheless satisfied 

that this is an acceptable anthem. I hope though that between now 

and Independence Day it will be played often enough for us to becone 

familiar with the music . Many of us cannot read music and the ·only 

way we will learn the tune is by hearing i t o~er and over again . 

Incidentally,- we do not seem to have a title for it ahd it will 

be helpful if the authorities let us know what -they would like us 

to call it . The most appropriate phrase in the words seem to me to 

be~ Jamaica , Land We Love . But of course the autborities must 
I 

decide t his . 

Now for a word on television . The Gleaner Company in associatior 

with the Dutch radio - electrical firm of Phillips are going to put 

on a closed circuit television show for about ten days over the 

Jndependence period . According to reports they are going to have 

· a number of television receivers in Victoria Park so that people 

can watch the opening ceremonies of our first parliament in 

Indpendence . In addition, I understand that they are also preparing 

nightly programmes of entertainment, to run from about seven to ten 
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in the evenings . For the vast majority of the citizens of the 

Corporate Area this will be their first view of ~elevision, and it 
it comes off it will also be their first look at one of the greatest 

ceremonies of a parliamentary democracy - the State Opening of 
1 

Parliament and the first one for us in Independence . \rvhatever the 

~otive , I think this shows excellent enterpri~e on the part of the 

Gleaner Company and I hope it is a great success o The great pity is 
it tooo 

that people in the rural areas will not be able to see/xl.dxo But 

this is something that cannot be helped with closed circuit 

television. But when permanent television comes we must make absolulBlYi 

certain that rural J amaica is not left out in the -cold . 

Finally let me say a rather belated word about the choice of 
I 

our first group of key dimplomats to represent J amaica abroad after 

August 6tho Mr . Lawrence Lindo has been chosen to be our first High 

Commissioner in London. To my mind this 1s an excellent choice. Mr . 

Lindo is a a career civil servant with wide experience, having been 

the Administrator of Dominica and acting Governor .of the Windward 

Islands . To represent J amaica in Canada the Government has chosen 

another career civil servant in Mr . Earle Maynier , the present 

Chairman of the Banana Board who was once in the Federal civil service 

Thirdly , Mr . Egerton Richardson has been chosen to represent us at 

the United Nations, if Jamaica is admitted : he is our present · 

Financial Secretary . I think these are all first - class choices . - They 

are all good Jamaicans. The latest rumour is that Mr . Ashenheim migt 

go to Washington but I would prefer to reserve comment on this one 

because there have been so many rumours about Mr . Asheriheim . There 

will be time enough to comment if there is an official announcemen~ 

Goodnighto 
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No 487 Pre Independence Float Parade -
The challenge of keeping Time . 

NE'WS COMMENTARY 
-FGr transmission on 
Thursday July 26 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speakingo 

Good evening : I do not want to make a mountain out of a molehil 

but something happened yesterday which I sincerel y hope will not 
the 

happen aBain throughout/cm:~ period that we celebrate our independence . 

The Jamaica Social Welfare Commission ' s Pre-Independence Flo~t parade 

which was supposed to start off from its Hanover Street headquarter s 

at ten o ' clock in the morning was very late . The float para/de did 

not start off until somewhere round about half past ten , half an 

hour after it should have been on the way . As far as I am concerned 

this was a very bad show; and it was made worse by the fact that it 

was the Jamaica Social Welfare Commission , a body from whom we have 

come to expect very high standards o 

And because the para\ de started late t he arrangements of a 

number of very important officials and citizens were thrown very 

badly out of gear . The Premier of .Jamaica is a very busy man, and 

to have the Premier waiting about for mor~ than half an hour for a 

parafde which should have passed his office at an appointed time, IB 

just not good enough . And t he Leader of the Opposition, another busy 

man , was at Gordon House well before the time - ten minutes after 1m. -

when he should have received and reviewed the float parade . I saw 

him, and the Chairman of ·the Independence Celebrations Committee, 

another very busy man, standing outside Gordon House at half past 
. -

ten: and still the para/de had not even begun. Up at the Universiiy', 

that good and ·patrlotic Jamaican, Dr . Philip Sherlock , had to give 

up his long wait because this timetable had gone to pieces and he 

could no longer wait . And when the parade finally reached Gordon 

House Mr. Manley had gone . The Premier and the Minister of Developmen 
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were at their offices and they could carry on with their work until 

the parade finally showed up . But even in their cases, respect for 

our Head of State and for an elected Minister of Government, should 

compel us to ensure that we do keep time, whatever. the difficulties . 

might be . And in the case of Mr . Manley who had to leave his office 

and hang about outside Gordon House for over half an hour, this was 

something of an insult . Now, I am not saying that this was intent:inal . 

Indeed I am sure that it was not o I am sure that the organisers of 

the parade had absolutely no intention to show discourtesy to any 

of these dignitaries , and that they had no intention of being so Vfr'Y 

late . But we must face that fact that they were dreadfully late , not 

because of traffic hold- ups but because they started late . -And this 

means that whatever ~heir intentions, their performance was just not 

good enough . 

And I think one of the reasons for this is that we are still a 

deal too casual in oub attitudes towards high office and high occasions 

No group of Americans will keep their President or his opponent harg.ng 

about for a ceremonmal occasion . And this sort of thing would certaklly 

not happen in Britain. And it seems to me important that we should 

learn and learn fast that there are important occasions when no exruse, 

no matter how- justifiable, can be accepted for being late . I think 

this was one such occasion and I think the organisers of the float 

parade fell down badly. None of us, neither you nor I nor anybody else 

should ever keep the architects of Jamaica's independence hanging 

about on any high ceremonial occasion. They have the right to expect 

this of us - whatever extra effort we have to make. I sincerely hors 

this sort of thing will not happen again . Goodnight . 
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No 488 Revenue Budget 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday July 27 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : In the Expenditure Estimates for the 1962- 6~ 

Budget which we had last month, the government planned to spend a 

little over forty - three million pounds . On Tuesday of this week 

the Minister of Finance, Iv"..r . San Si!" , presented to the House the 
' -

Es__timates of the Revue section of the Budget . Against the forty - th:rre 

million pounds plus that we propose to spend in the current financ:1al 

year we expect to earn just under thirty- nine ~nd a half million 

pound~ . So we will spend just a little over four million pounds 

_more than w~ will earn . This means that if we are bent on balancing 

our spending against our income we have to raise just about four 

and a quarter million pounds • . Now, raising this four and a quarter 

million pounds spould be no problem , and Lam sure the government 

will have no difficulty in getting that amount of money as a loan 

in i;.he open market ~ e~ ; i~ t~~d~ ails of the arithmetic of 
f\. 

the Budget . And if you look mlosely at it in ter~s of family house-

keeping it will look a little like this : 
' · 

Mrs . Jones has ten pounds on which to feed the family and pay 

the rent and clothe her children. But to do these things it costs 

Mrs . Jones twelve pounds . And so in order to balance her spending 

with her income Mrs . Jones borrows two pounds and her books are 

balanced. But of dourse , Mrs . Jones is in debt to the sum, of two 

pounds, and the more often she bDDrows two pounds to balance her 

books, the bigger her debt becomes . And so, although the books may 

look all right, Mrs . Jones is really getting deeper and deeper into 
/ 

debt - and the business of balancing her bo_oks becomes something 

of a costly fiction unless she does something to earn an extra 
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three or four pounds so that she can both balance her books, 
pay off part of her debt and perhaps have a little in hand for 
all those little extras that turns a house into a home. In 
other words, in order to get away from a paper balancing of her 
books, Mrs. Jones must find ways and means of earning more 
money or spending less or both. 

Andthis, in a very simplified form, is Jamaica's economic 
problem when we strip it of all politics. But there is one 
crucial difference between Mrs. Jones and the Government. Mrs. 
J,ones is mortal and can only plan and borrow and eiµ-n within the 
limits of her lifetime. But the government is immortalo It 
can and must plan on behalf of both the present and future genera­
tions. Thus, unlike Mrs. Jones, the government can borrow on 
behalf of future generations. The real problem is one of making 
the best possible use of what we have and earning enough to. 
supply and pay for all our present and future needs. How you 
set about achieving these things makes up the politics of economics. 

' I think that both our major parties -want to achieve this same end, 
because - let us not be blinded by partisan politics ( ~ ,b·o-th h'ave 
the best interest of Jamaica at heart. The past P.N.P. govern-
ment felt that the best and quickest way to achieve this was to 
concentrate on long term development projects to build up the 
wealth of the country. I think they did a pretty good job in 
this. They doubled the na tiona~ income and they .at:tracted a 
l arge amount of investment money into the country. But the 
major immediate benefits, let us f ace 1 t, went into too few hands. 
The J.L.P. made a very big point of this, and as a result, won 
power. So, how do they propose to deal with this problem of 
develo pment and sharing the nat i onal cake more evenly? I will 
look at this tomorrow, so till then, goodnight. 
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No 489 Revenue Bud.Set (2) 

N.EvvS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday July 28 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : When the former Minister of Finance, Mr . ~Vernon 

Arnett spoke on the icqnexatt Revenue Estimates during Wednesday ' s 

session of the Budget debate k said that the government had spread 

fear and frustration throughout Jamaica . He said that if the revuene 

figures proved to be correct there would be less business activity 

✓ this year than last, that total profits would be reduced and that 

this would not be to the benefit of the wage earner in the form of 

a larger pay bill or in the form of lower prices . _He said the rot 

was spreading throughout the business community . 

I think there is no question but that money has become very 

tight . TEe business community seems definitely to be holding back . 

But why? I think Mr . Arnett is pro~ably right in part when he 

suggests that it is because both the Expenditure and Rev~nue sections 

of the Budget are, if anything, on the conservative side with a 

heavy emphasis on ' pause '. Whether the government accepts the fact 

or not, what it does and what it says, is accepted as an important 

pointer by the business community . And it was for this reason, amo:rg 

others , that I deplored so strongly all the talk immediately after 

the elections about the country being broke and there not e~en being 

a barrel to scrape the bottom of . This may have been clever politics 

but it was most unwise in terms of t he national interest. And I th:ink 

this talk contributed to the holding back by merchants and investors . 

I hope that with this example of what loose partisan point-scoring 

'talk can achieve our legislators will be a little more careful in 

the future. 

But I do not think that is all of the story. I think money is 
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also tight because some merchantile interests are opposed to certa:ln 

aspects of the government ' s policy . The merchant community is , on 

the whole, opposed to the government ' s proposed introduction of 

price controls . But the hard fact is that the Jamaica Labour Party 

went to the country with the proposal to bring down prices and to 

give the smaller people a better break economically . On this basis 

the country returned them to power . To oppose any reasonable attemp:. 

by this government to carry out its election promises, is in effect 

to oppose the clearly expressed will of the country . ~ram afraid 

that there is a very strong element of this kind of opposition to 

A 

the government in the mercantile community. I sincerely hope the 

merchantile community will not put their interests above those of 

the country and force the matter to a . show-down . 

Then of course you have the other side of the coin as exemplified 

by the Allen Award in the building trade . When he spoke to the Chanb er 
~ Mr . Lightbourne mentioned so disturbing figures . of Commerce recently, 

c,c.J-
'£,he building trade had paid out somewhere around seventeen million 

pounds in wages last year; its pro~its were four millions. If it has 

to pay an additional 25% in wages its profits will be completely wiped 

out . You can im'a·gine what that will do to building costs . 

To sum up then, 
a number 

Budget t here/±XXNN~ 

I should say that behind all the figures of tl:B 
of 
verJ clear challenges we must produce more, we . 

~ ~ ~~ -~.)-~ 1,.,tg,,.Q.. ~ -~ 

must earn more, a.wi- we must share what we have more equally . I think 
'l 

meeting these chal enges is going to be very tough indeed. But the 
price 1 

. ~EXMXll of failure or of not facing up to these challenges would be 
'-.r 

worse than tough - ~ would be d~sastrous . 
' 

Goodnight . 
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No 490 Exploitation of National Symbols ... 

N ErfS COMMENTARY 
For transmi~sion on 
Monday July 30 at 6 ol5p om 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I am very anxious to tell you some of the detafB 

of the National Savings Bonds scheme which Mr . Donald Sangster 

discussed with press and radio people at a Press Conference last 

Friday o But before I do so I want to talk about something else which 

has made me , and which I h~pe will make you, very angry indeed . It 

has to do with the exploiting of our national symbols for mercenary 

and commerc ial purposes o 

I am sure you have all noticed how independence and the symboJs 

of independence have been used as sales gimmicks by a number of 

stores and· commercial firms . Some stores have announced that as thir 

contribution to Jamaica's independence we , the consumers , can buy 

this,that or the other at five, ten or fi fteen percent less than tre 

normal price . And in t heir advertisements they have made free use 

of the national flag, the Coat of Arms and even the national motto . 

I suppose a certain amount of this sort of thing is pretty well 

inevitable, though it does suggest that the primary patriotism of 

some of these firms is to their sales fi gures o I think this tends 

to cheapen and bemean the whole spirit behind our coming independer:re 

and I am glad to see that a number of people have reacted against it . 

There have been a few letters in the press protesting about the more 

obvious advertising stunts exploiting our independence . This sort of 

t hing is bad enough . But on Saturday morning I saw an advertisement 

in our national daily that literally made me shake with anger . 

I -am sure you have all seen the Jamaica Coat of Arms. Well, as 

you know , at the bottom of the Coat- of- Arms and on a band with curling 
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ends is printed the Jamaican national motto : ' Out of Many , One ~eople 

Well, with what I suppose they considered fine advertising zeal, tra 

people concerned with this particular advertisement, replaced the 

symbols on the coat of arms with the sybols of the rum they sell: an 

in place of · the · two Arawak Indians they placed two xx pieces of 

caneo_ The shape and x~x fold of the band on which the motto is printed 

was just as it is under the r eal Coat- cf- Arms o But one word in the 

Motto had been changed . The Motto on the Coat-of-Arms reads: Out of 

Many, One People . The wording on this parody of the national Coat -o~ 

Arms read : ' Out of Many, One Rum '. Yes, Out of Many, One Rum . The 

Jamaican .Coat of Arms , the Jamaican National Motto, had been reduced 

to this cheap and sordid sales gimmick . I think it is disgusting . 

And1 I think the firm and ' the agency concerned have debased one of 

Jamaica ' s most important symbols . The fact that this was not their 
or persons 

intention is beside the point . The per,son/who prepared this advertis e 

ment, the person or persons who approved this advertisement , obviotBLy 

saw nothing wrong with taking and twisting any national symbol in 

the drive after sales. And so we have : Out of Many, One Rum . I am 

sorry but I am extremely angry about this 1 insult to one of Jamaica 's 

most important national symbols , 

I think we must insist that Jamaica's national symbols should 

not be Mxo xf~ debased and exploited as advertising gimmicks . It is 

with and around these sybols that we hope to build a:mi proud and 

dignified nation in independence , What sort of pride , what sort of 

dignity, what sort of self- reppect will we achieve if any commer t m 

firm can distort the national motto into : Out of many, one rum? Let 

us stop this cheapening and dirtying ppocess right now . Goodnight 
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No 491 1) Manners and Morals 
.• fl i l -Bll el -

NE\l'lS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday July 31 at 6 ol5p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

-Good evening : Last night m, told you how very angry I was about 

the use of the Jamaica coat of arms and national motto to sell a 

particular brand of rumo Perhaps in my anger I did not make it c l ear 

' that I am satisfied in my own mind that thex:e coneerned with this 

adverti~ement had no i ntention of showing disreppect for this 

important national symbol . My own view is that they just did not 

think about it . I am sure th~t all they thought about was the imprcari . 

of their sales figures; and so, unthinkingly, unintentionally, they 

abused and debased the nationalt motto . The reason why I have retuned 

to this subject this evening is because it seems to me most important 

that with only five days to go to the great day , we should all of U3 

t h ink out our values and t he values we place on our symbols . Deep 

down all of us, all human beings all over the world, have a strong 

and basic need for symbols to give point and m~x~NM meaning to their 

existen9e o A common respect for their national symbols, a common 

loyalty to_ the meaning behind those symbols, a common respect for 

offi ces like the Crown , like the office of President or Prime Minister, 

all these are the things that make for a united and orderly and 

peaceful society . Kings, Queens, Presidents and Prime Ministers mt:y 

die or be changed, but their offices - the symbols - remaih o And 

in mature societies it is understood that although we show this 

respect to a person this person is really a symbol as long as he or 

she holds that office o It is the office which xx is important 

because it is more permanent than the person who occupies it at any 

moment in time. 

And the interesting thing about this is tha even people who 
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· xM:m:kxama say that all symbols are childish, have symbols of their 

own o The revolutionaries, those who wanted to make nazi and fasc:lit 

revolutions as well as those who wanted to make communist revolutions, 

scoffed ,at the symbols of the world they wanted to overthrow . But as 

soon as, and even before, they gained power they either adapted the 
I 

symbols they had condemned or else set up new symbols . The _communists 

who told European workers not to be fools and lay down their lives 

for flags had to raise a flag of their owno Men do not lay down their 

lives for flags but for what the flags symbolise . , 
and stab¢'.+ising 

Symbols are man ' s way of bui lding/up/for himself universally 
within his society 

acceptable patterns of values , manners and morals/ When all men 

stand for the playing of their national anthem there is something 

tribal and ritualistic about it: as ritualistic as vertain Af rican 

tribes bowing cermmonially to trees or birds or certain beasts . But 

behind the ritualism is the bringing together of men in a common 

and shared bond in which the song or the flag is the symbol of ther 

love and loyalty to the land which is their home and from which✓ they 

get their daily bread. 
I 

·And so the symbols which will formally become officially effectl.ve 

from midnight next Sunday - t ,he anthem, the flag , the coat- of- arms 

and allthe others - ar~ not _meaningless or merely ri t ualistic . They 

are key factors in the unification of the society . As_ we cherish and 

love and institutionalise them , so we build up a common body of 

loyalties and a 'common set of values and a body of common aims and 

objectives. And in the process we deepen the manners and morals of 

the society as expressed between one citizen of Jamaica and an·other. 

The beginning of all this must be a common acceptance and a common 

respect by everyone of us for these symbolso They are the outward 

manifestations of society ' s profound desires for creative and orderly 
living. Goodnight o 
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