™ No 312 NEW YEAR RESOLUTION : -

NEWS COMMENTARY

For trensmission on

Monday Jan lst 1962 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: This is the first day of the New Year and as *

z_uéﬁﬁl, most of us have mage New Year resolutions. Some of us are
Sy

gﬁing to give up drinking; some of us are going to g(%i;rp smoking;

some of us are going to stop that bad habit of t© bout

other people's business, And so on., On the ’g\g New Year
resolutions are generally a list of the thd we are going to give
up or of the things we are not going t .0WAnd generally speaking
they are a list of private things, erring to our private lives.
This evening I étﬁigflike to sugge ] at as well as that private
list, we should also draw ug/%f : Year resolutions of %hingé

we will and will not do for sake of Jamaica., Here is some

sort of rough guide of ind of thing I have in mind, Let us
begin at the top, i r leaders and the most important people

in the Jamaican ity.
" resolve to

Let tho to Whom we have given political powerZdo what must
be done fo good of the whole country, even if it is unpopuler,
And let em be honest and tell the people the truth a2bout our
problemsy even if it hurts,

Let the backbenchers in our parliement resolve to stop being
party rubber stamps and stand up and speak like responsible men
and wo&py who have been elected‘tq speak and argue and question
on our~beha1f.

Let our ciéil servants, especially in the middie grades,
resolve to be civil in fact as well as in name, And please let us
have much better menners among positmistresses in our country

villages, : . s -

Let our merchant princeg our insurance bodies
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our capitalists, and all those middle-men who create nothing but
live off percentages and grow fat in the pocket - let them all
resolve to settle for a 25% return instead of the fat 100% of

&

the past., If they do and carry out this resolution prices will "

drop, the cost of living will come tumbling down, Jamaica

és a whole will benefit,
And please let all those white people from ab\ solve to stop
griping about everything Jemaican; and res@iurther that if the

cennot do this they will leave Jamaica, like the countries

from which they come, Jamaica is bo tiful and ugly. If they

stay, let them help us accentua@ beauty and eliminate the
ugliness., y
And coming down the ?le, et our middle-cless resolve to

be a little more for and a little less for itself. And
let our trades uni
unorganised work

interests, Our ers are entitled to a decent living wage, but

the coun i% entitled to demand and get a decent day's work for
a dec y's pay. And let the I.D.C. and the Tourist Board
res@lo sell the Jamaica that is and not the Jamaica that was.,
And let all the so-celled small people of this country resolve
not x;; regard themselves as small any more and act and behave
and conduct themselves as big and responsible people entering on
indpendence, And let us all, the high and the mighty, the lowly
and Ehe weaic-,’ let all the people of this islend resolve to make
Jamgica a proud and heappy place to live in by ded:{cating ourselves

to its service and to the best interests of 211 it people.

Goodnight
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission otn

Taaesday Jan 2 at 6.1l5p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking
e Good evening: Last year this time I selected Dr. Arthur

Lewié, the Principal of the University College, as th% who hadb
made the most important contribution to peace and 1 vy in
Jamaica in 1960. You will remember that 1960 j 2“& yeare of the
great Rastafarian unrest and it was to Dr. JLe that leaders of
the Rastaes went to ask for help. And o oMtheir talks with Dr.,
Lewis and his recommendations to the nment came the Mission }o
Africa and the creation of a very etter spirit between the
Rastas and the rest of the comm&\{;yn You will also remember that
all this creative work of DA;E’qyis was done quietly and with very
little publicity. And same year 1 chose lMrs, Vera lMoody

as the woman who had the moet important contrbution to the

cultural life of th
long fight fog th\setting up of a school of music which came into
being that \.

i;::s these cases I selected people who had not been in the
forefr of the daily news but whose contributions, it seemed to
me, wWere much more likely to bring enduring good to Jamaica than
the deeds and words of much more publicised politicians and other
big shots.

Now, using the same yardstick of genuine contribution for the
long term good of Jamalca as a whole, who have been the most useful
citizens in 1961? And I certainly do not mean those who havg made
the most.noise. Apart from Busta and Manley, I do not think the
contributions of any individuals stood out as sharply in 1961 as

did those of Dr. Lewls and Mrs. Vera lMoody in 1960.
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In politics I think three men contributed most to the livening
up of the scene during the past year: Mr. Edward Seaga with his
initiation of the great debate on the 'Haves' and the 'Have-not';
Mr, Millard Johnson who started the public talk on race and colour,

and Mr., Robert Lightbourne, who, mainly from behind t} scene has
had a great deal to do with the revitalisation of e%a
Party. Of the three, I would put Mr. Lightbour \

. His work
was done quietly, he was not involved in any@ﬁblic issue or

discussion as were the other two. But he 1%’0&'8 ear more

completely than anyone else in the J L3 We new look and the new

ica Labour

tone of the J.LP., the new air of lism about it, all these;
stem basically from the Lightbo ;§\5nfluence behind the scenes, -

Fut I think that by fa e most significant event of 1961-
as far as the whole of @s concerned was the creation of a
new climate of think(i::s social matters. And here,.I think, the
most important con ion.was mgde Ey nPn—politicians. The Governor
Sir Kenneth Blac etau(ge the béo&;mlzﬁluoémﬁﬁ%f%
to bring Xf peoplll.e together to quietly discuss the social
problen amaica and their moral implications. And the unspoken
text agl these little gatherings revolved around that basic
quéstion for all Christians: 'Am I my brother's keeper?' And out of
thishas come an unseen aﬂﬂ,as yet, only slightly felt movement of
soclial conselousness and social help which I am sure is golng to
changé the whole climate of thinking in Jamaica in the years that

. Rl & bl Stk Wolla

lie ahead of us. So I should say that Sir KennethAhaibmade a major
contribution to the quiet revolution in qur thinking, without which

we cannot change the world around us. Tomorrow I will tell what I

consider the most important institution of 1961. So till then,
‘ Goodnight,
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No 314 ‘ . The Collégé of 'Arts, Science.TechHology

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Jan 3 at 6.15p.m
FPeter Abranams speaking

Good evening: The world in which we live is more of a

technological world today than it was ten years ago. it will
be more of a technological world five or ten year@ ow than 4
confidence

that the further you look into the future theNore technological

that world will be, Q ’
In that world your enginea, 0, Qierﬂ tist, your chemnist,
and all those who work in the app\@iences are going to be Q-

the most important workers andqﬁgi’}ey builders of that world,
Already this is so in highlveloped countries like Britain and

the United States and a nd Germany. Industry in Britain puts

it is today. And we can go on prédicting with ?N

puts a higher value ® industrial technologist than on any
other worker., With s training and skills the British aircraft
industry and ¢he tish motor industry would not be where they

1

now are, A h goes for Britain goes for everyone of the highly

industr d countries, These are the people who have revolutionice
our wo ¢ They are responsible for the splitting of the atom and
the building of space ships that will take man to the stars; It is

they who have created metals that are so strong that they can

, being burnt
go hurtling through the air at fantastic speeds without/MMEEIREXME

up by the tremendous heat caused by friction. Think of the miracle

of radio and television, think of your adding machines that are more

accurate and quicker than men, think of your electricity - and #when
you think of these & you are thinking of the work of your scientist

3
and your engineer, of your technologist., So you see, technology of

k



crucial importance for any country-which wants to develop and
expand its economy and which wants to make the best use possible
of its manpower and it resources. And it is for this reason that I
think xXk® our College of Arts, Sclence and Technology emerged as
our most important new institution in 1961.

Now, the College did not come into being in 1 % was

by the Ministry of Education

established in 1958/and a permanent Btatutory Co ssumed

comtrol of it in 1959, This Council is an au és.n s body made up of

twelve members. One 1s a representative of\p "inistry of Education,
and one 1s a representative of the Unf‘@’- College, The other
ten are zkm@EER appointed Dby th&® M from people who have

experience in matters relating oikﬁ‘s, Science,Technology, .
Commerce and Industry. It ;E?ﬁg;s unfair to mamr single out

individuals from a team w

ave done remarlkably well by the
College, but the con ions of the Chairman, Mr. Donald
Farquharson and M Henzell have been outstanding in getting

the College on er footing. Today the College has four

deyartments,tQNQh with itslown head and staff: there &re departments
, of Bullding, of Sclence, of Commerce as well as an
1tiPnal Management section. In 1960 there were 250 and 6 of
them gualified in Institutional Managemensf. In 1961 there were

475 fulltime and part-time students. Three qualified as mechanical
engineers, 7 as electrical engineers and 4 in building. All this

is the beginning of what will become a key aspect of our development
in the future. And this makes our Colleze of Arts, Science and

Technology a key institution for the future development of Jamaica,

and therefore the most significaht for the yearg jJust past,

et
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Thursday Jan 4 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last night's news that the Governor had, on the
advice of the Premier, relieved lMr. A.G.S. Coombs of hic as Minister
of Communications and Works, was no surprise to anybo 'as some-
thing that had been brewing a long time., The ques the minds of
most observers had not been whelther et Mr bsg would cease to
be a Minister of Government but rather whe ow this would"® come

about. The question was whether the Go nt and the PN.P, would
be able to remove lr. Coombe without %

and a big political

‘scandal or whether we were in for a publi qhow-doWn. Some P.N.P.

supporters hoped that kkax the sq:ngdown would be postponed until

after the coming elections. nemies of the P.,N.P., on the other

hand, hoped very mu_ch f}ow-down somewhere just before the elections

They felt this woulg w en the chances of the P,N.P. at the elections,
tatement ,

Certainly, fro he REMAERXERX l1cssued by Mr. Manley as leader of

the P.N.P, it ‘Egﬁr that the party went to a great deal of trouble

to try ag:;:j; the issue as peacefully and privately as possible,

The party paid off the mortgage debt on Mr, Coombs' house and had

undertaken to.pay mff his ImsMXARER contributions tp»the pensions

scheme for M.H.R.s so that he would be in a position to collect his

pension immediately, if and as soon as it came into being. The price

of all this - and the root of the whole troub}e.v was that the P.N.P.

did not want Mr. Coombs as its candidate in the comling elections. But

after seeming to go along with these arrangements to pension him off,

Mr.. Coombs changed his mind and so we had yesterday's announcement.

Now what does this mean for the P.N.P. and for its chances in
St. James? And, was N.W, St. James, the seat which Mr., Coombs has

.



No 3167 . Party Politics & Political Principles *°

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Friday Jan 5 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: I think the Coombs affair illustrates a very

important and very seriou weakness in the political 111‘%‘51@13 .

country, and I think it also illustrates the beginningfo end of

that weakness,. I think this same point was illus \ hough in a
en )

much less dramatic form when we had the break be rs, Rose Leon

and the J.L.P. earAlier. v L N
Let us consider case histories, B %Leon and, Mr. Q%?mbs .

entered our House of Representatives % Both have done %reat

service for their parties in the eaN\ly ars., Both bpecame Ministers

of Government when their partié‘i?g@umed power, Both were people with

Leon?éspecially among the hillfolk

arx of Western 3St. And d Mr. Coombs among the islands workers.

Mr. Coombs, indeed, _wa

o

pioneer trade unionist who formed the Jamaica

Workers and Tradgsme Union way back in 1936. He was President of
what was‘know qg%he Radical Workers Union and a founding memberg of
the P.N.P., N Léon was at one tim? Chairman of the J.L.P. Both
these pegb::>tlayed important roleé in their respective parties at one
time, And within twelve months of each other, Mrs, Leon was out of the
J.L.P, and Wr. Coombs.is on the point of being out of the P.N.P.

But the startling part of the whole business 1s in the reasons
why these two ploneers left their parties., Mrs., Leon left the J.L.F
because she accused Busta of being dictaiorial. But if Busta is
dictatorial now then he must always have been dictatorial, Certainly,
those who knew Busta in the early days insist that he is more tolerant

.
now than he was in the early days. The reason for lMr, Coombs' fall=-out

with his party does not even have Hgis doubtful hint of even the



£y
E

2 :‘\l

slightest difference of opinion. MNMr. Cdombs wantedkaxk®x to be his
party's candidate in the forthcoming election. His party did not want
him as its candidate and so we had the fall-out. There was no issue
of principle involved. There were no differences on matters of policy;
he was not dirven on by ahy deep conviction involving th@eresf;s ol
the country.

I think it is at this point thaet the questio nciples comes
in., Now I do not want to sound high-minded. Very W peop1§ go into

politics, or indeed into any other undertalime¥out of mot&%gé'of

arXyxgHrEX solely pure high-mindedness. le become pgiitﬁaéyﬁé-
o < % g 0‘
out of a cémbination of motives gener here will ge ‘the Mixture

of the love of power, the desire ta\es’we our fellowmen as well as the

desire to improve our own posiﬂ‘E’q'and meke money. And very often
t

we will meke out that what is good for the community es a

whole when it is really o serve our own selfish interests, Because

we are human this 1 r everyone of us, What can, and often does
keep this patterg of xed motives under control; what often restrains
the purely se ‘\\ﬁesires in us, is when we commit ourselves to a
body of % es which are higher than our selfish interests and by
which we to regulate both our private and our public conduct. I

feel that the lack of such a body of principles among most of our
politicians, such a body of bésic political beliefs that are more
important than selfish interests, 1s a serious weakness in the politidal
life of this country. This I think, has been clearly illustfated by
recent events within every single one of our pélitical parties., A most
important heed for the future then is to injéct a meésure of ;olitical

principle into the minds of our party politicians both for the good

of the parties and for t..e good of the country. Goodnight,
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For transmiesion on v
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Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The great trek back to sch601 begine on Monday

and mothers and grannies are going to find their homes -g.\%eir back=-

yards strangely quiet after having grown used to havigk gh hildren

deal with all the different taxes we have X around this time of

year., The lucky ones are those whoese ch are on scholarships., I

am sure we would all welcome the d

[

ﬁ\f;' ucation does in fact become

free and compulsory for all childre t here too, we, as taxpayers

will really have to pay for thi?e compulsory education when it
comes, And this brings me 5 the problems of education which
g !

can be solved with a 'Q‘ teiligence and flexibility on the part

of our education aujho ies.
L 4

. . 3
From what Qe peen told by teachers - especially headmasters
and headmistr over the holiday period, I am not very impressed

with the Edt:a n Hinistry's.%uiiﬁ approach to building. I understand

that in Go ment Schools and in schools that have become government= .

.

subsidised, the Ministry takes, over all responsibility for the putiing
up of school buildings - even where it does not put up éll the toney.
One can understand this with straight government schools but it is a
little less easy to understand with goveprnment subsidised schools,

For instances, I have been told of more than one school where a builder :
ﬁas come along and told the headmaster or héadmistress that he had

been instructed by the Ministry on exactly how a building should be

put up. The headmaster or headmistress had not been consulted by the



e

Ministry, and when he or she told lne bullder 1at§i; would be best
“p” t'.
for the school and more economical to put up theﬁa;?uctiﬁé a dififerent

'

way, the suggestion h d been dismissed by the‘kﬁib'if‘ ) had received
W, "f‘ o

his orders from the inistry and that was that. “The ~su1t is that

;£

classes are often hot and stuffy and dark because windq,

ws e away
<
from the line of the breeze or there are no windows whgfte yoif could get

%

most light. The plans have been drawn up by llt&l » q?ts who

do not know the lie of the land and how to use st advantege
or else who have made a quick casual visit to N?‘ te. And so the

kids have to work in dark and stuffy clas his is Jjust not good

Y
2

enough. The headmaster or headmmstresg~%§ me government-subsidised

school has probebly been in charge&or n years or more and has had

considerablg,éxperience in the ting up of buildings to the best
advantage of the children. I 3

, .t is utter stupidity for the
Ministry's officers not Me usé of the knowledg® and experience
of these people to cr @eanrlb surroundi*lg% for children to grow
up»str‘aight and stro n both ming and body.

is the question of costs. I have been told of

school bui which were putr up privately for five or six thousand
n, later,csmaller and less pleasing strucﬁures were put

up by the Ministry for ten or fifteen thousand pounds, Agaihg by

simply -drawing on the experien;e of those who know,the Ministry, can cut
costs considerdbly., So I hope that this yeaf the Ministr& will make use
of the knowledge and rich expgerience of the heads of schools, Itsthere

i A

for the asking and it willllearning a Joy for our children, Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For tranesmission on
Monday den 8 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

' Good evening: Every nov and then something trivial, something
unimportant, happens and shows us some aspect of the w r of human

nature in a striking and unique way. When this ha e often see

and understand a personality or a people or a with a sharpnes
and clarity that is almost blinding. And we ? end understand in a

way that no great teacher or great schol have made us understan

Towards the end of last week I came ne such slight happening.
And it raised the guestion of what ‘and educational value we
sholild put on a pair of lovely 1eg es, I am talking about a pair
of lovely legs of a living, ng woman, ™
I am sure most of@ eclally the men, weuld assocliate a

pair of lovely legs xi lightful thoughts and little else. Certainly

: ¢
few people would f a pair of lovely legs revealing the social

,‘

*®
gickness of é"%‘ift and a people more sharply than has ever happene@§
before. hat is exactly what happened. | _;3
Ong Thilgsday of last week the Associated Prees.carried a report
‘which I am sure most of you must have seen in your papers.‘It told
the story of a young men of twenty who works as a cleaner in a railway?
gstation, One day this‘young man saw a young woman whose legs were éo
beautiful that he could not resist telling her so. And so the young
men turned smiling and appreciatively to the young woman and eaid,
politely and respectfully: "Lady, but you've got nice legs!"
The youngsman's name xii Alfred Majola, The young woman's name
is Faith Jennifer Seaton., The place where the young man paid the

young woman this great compliment for the beauty of her legs wés

on the platform of Johannesburg station in the Republic of Soﬁth



No 319 |  Alr Freight Parcels & Transport to Airport.
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NEWS COMMENTARY i

For transmission on : . 3
Tuesday Fan 9 at 6.15p.m i i
Peter Abrahams speaking R

Good evening: On Friday of last week a listener got in touch.
with me and raised a problem which I think is of generg:ifsﬁcern

to a large number of people. This 1istﬁer had receife otice g%

to say that there were two parcels for her at the“N‘ t. These g
had been sent from the Unlted States by airfr Like the majbr@ti;
of us this listener is not rich or even well x Indeed, as in moé& ;
families, both she and her husband go o ork because that i m

AngxXtkE FERXEyXERXTRREXRAN 7
the only way they can make ends meei\hr so she had to try and
ho

#

e = -
. .

Jamaicans they have no capr., so , there was the broblem of how to
get to the alrport and bgek Wighin her lunch hour, She tried to =

£ind out about buses ‘:f:g re was,no bus going to the airport. There

! h
get these parcels during her lunV . And like the majority of ,
h |

W]

is a bus that goes Royal. But with this should have to get

!

off at the rougd-a and walk the best part of a mile to get tw
i ;"

the airportg 2 he Eort‘Royal bus did not run frequently. She had

to give t idea because it meant a trip of at least two or threéir
houré.@ she thought of a customs brokerg to get the pafcels out 5{
for her. She soon gave up that idea because she found out it wmmksm
was going to cost her twenty-five shillings straight off just fo;
tﬁe broker's transport without the yuestion of Prokers' fees coming
up. And so, after exploring all possibilities, this woman‘had to
hire a cab to go and collect/two small airfreight parcels, That was
the only way she could do it within her lunch hour, and it coet her‘
thirty shillings, For that family thirty ehillings is a lot of money
cand it means that for this week they have to budget ﬁuch more

tightly than ﬁhey normally do.



I have told you the story of this one case in some detaill because
0,

I have found out it ie a pattern of many others. It is a story that

can be duplicated over and over again., There is the story of the old‘\
N ""

granny who looks after the children of her daughter in Ehgland. A

few days before Christmas a parcel of gifts for the ch n and the¥

old woman arrived by airfreight The old granny had, o down **
from the St. Andrew hills, she had only a few s \ and so by

all of one day and half of one night gett

a combination of walking, begging rides and gorwalking, she spentﬁ
Qa‘t parcel and rzettins

W/

home so that the children should hav% mother's gifts on

Christmas morming. b |
This getting to the airport particular hardelipp on the i/f#

poorest and most hard-pressed on of our community. I know ‘that i

it is best, in terms 'of af rganisation, that customs for the '.?.;‘

airfreight stuff shou the airport But surely we could trf

and make it easie eoplL without cars, and they are the majority A

in the communimxg:; get to and from the airport without this fantastla
hardship an costgd. Most international airports throughout the‘ |

’ & o ,d‘
world.hgzs:s uent and reasonably priced bus services tw and from_%he‘

airport.

-

should like to think that this particular hardéhip 2 ;
suffered by poor people without cars is due to an eversight on tﬁe «é
part of those responsible for the setting up of our fine ﬁew airport.”;
- And I hope that now that it has been brought to their‘attentiop they «

will get a cheap and frequent bus service goling between Kingston and i

the airport. Goodnight, 4
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NEWS COMmeiiTARY

For transmlission on' '
Wednesday Jan 10 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The news released by the Industrial Development
Corporation over the weekend that the manufacturing 1n<$§:;y made
[

1960 1is

the largest single contribution to the Jamaican ecqfo
a very important landmark in the development of \ land. In the
pést the ukmixr foundation of our economic life s based on

agriculture, with sugar as the cornersto d in those days ahy

severe setback in agriculture, espec] n sugar, automatically

created a grave economlc situation. y things are different.

Today a setback in one sector ofVconomy does not automeitically
threaten the whole economi fﬂi?!iﬂf the country. ‘There is a resilienc:

labout the economic life country today Which was not there ten
*

or even five years ag the story behind this new economic
# . .

resilience is th k sification of our. economy. Instead of the

nation depend} ma¥ly on agriculture, we now have a flourishing

manufacturi dustry as well &s mining and tourism, InstéadAog

all our edgs veing in one basket, they are now in four big baékets.'

And the gest of these baskets - the biggest money earner in,f960 -

waskkr the basket marked manufacturing.

wondered about.
But there 1s a oroblem here which many people have/zxkezd. They

say we hear about all this develppment; we hear about the cdoming of

all these new industries; we hear that our @ross Bomestic Product is

& v

so much higher than it even was before; and yet we see very little

cof all ‘this prosperit&; ceqﬁainly, very little of this new economic -

health and wealth of the cdountry seems to have rubbed off on us.
In a sense these people are'right; but only in one sense, You

certainly cannot and will not see the effects of thisvstabilisatioh
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and'divérsification afxkke and expansion of the ecoﬁomy overnight.
In no.society do ‘you see the bbnefits ilmmediately. And the lower
down you.are in the economic sca1e, the longer it takes for these
benefits to seep down, if nothing is done to hasten the procéss.
And so it is that thefe are always pédple who do not ‘;E:>p get
anything from ihe expansion of the egonom&. And ig\%~an y cold

n

comfort to say to ﬁhese people that you cannot orgage tree
today and expect to start picking fruit tom WwN But that is a cold
fact of -1life, ' | i

J Al

s
Bl

.And yet we are seeing a fair me f the benefits of our new® *
economic health all about us. We arg\“ ng some of it in the greatly
increased and increasing numberslo ildren at schools; we are seeing
some of it in the going up f alth centres all over the island; we

seeing some of 1t in t re®ding of piped water into remote rural

areas; some of it w housing; soﬁe of it we see in the bigger
pay packets work home on Ffiday hights. S50 we are seeing some v
of these bene ‘\i‘ and as»time goes ot we wili see more of them -
if we keemyu e growth and expansion of oJf economy, But'th;s does
not me w should be saticfied. Let us by all ﬁeans puéh for-a little
more of the benefits. But let us not sq& Exxmx that nothing is ‘
happening because that 1s not true. ‘

I think thés diversification has made the country economically
healthier than it ever was. To keep it that way and expand it we ;
must all work hard. The great social need now is to make sure that

the nation's wealth is shared much more evenly than it was and still

is. - Goodnight.
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NEWS COMMENTARY ) :
For transmission on '
Thursday Jan 11 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: I am very glad that the Committee drafting the
constitution has decided to reverse its original decisi and entrench”
the proposed Bill of Rights. I am glad because civi}fllibe ies are
fundamertal and because there was a very real dang&QN‘ rift inside
the Committee over this matter., And that would een very bad GG
in tbrnis of the basic interests of Jamaica v i
I think the pattern of pressures th up to this decision
S : B j very high
@¥t extremely interesting. It 1s a that reveals a/degree.
of sophistication in power pressufges a the acute sensitivity o; L
our leaders to these pressure It shows also how .effectively the

techhique of the 'Trojan Hor was used, and how cleverly the
nt

Committee safeguarded ry on an important 1ssue, The issue,
-

of course, had to do! he so=-called sacred r}ght of property.
It is no secr at one of the maln congerns of some of our
business legge s been to -safeguard, preferab@y'by entrenchmeht,

L

about t

-the right;f operty. Nows there is noihing é&pper wrong or*immoral 8

.JProperty owners, as a clasé, would be less than human if

they did not try to safeguard their properbydrights. And it is no

more wrong than it is for trade unionists to try to safeguard Ehe

#

right of the workers to ?rganise themselves in unions. Thesge are
légitimate group interest within the‘community.

But no good consfﬁtution Would putlihe interests of any single
group above the interests of the community as a wholey An d so it was
no surprise to me wh‘enethe Premiér said, qﬁ,':?anualry 4thy t.h:;;%‘ with

the exception of one person, all the members 6f the Committee Wae of

-one mind that the rights of prbperty should not be entrenchéd iqﬂ

L

. .t " . 3 j
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the_Conétitution. It was also in that selfsame statement that Mr,
Ménley indicated tﬁat the Committee did not intend to entrench the
Bill of Rights.

Now, it is almost impossible, in Jamaica today, to mount a
populgr campaign of pressure for the entrenchment of pnr y rights, '
Indeed, the uneven distfibution of the wealth and X of the
'couri‘cry \?ould make such a campaign very unpopur].gz& mood of the . "f
coun%ry is against this 'stand-still' entren of property rights, '
And so too, are both of our major partie ¢ fding to their policy .
declarations. 5So, ihe only other pos ay tb safeguard propeciy
rights with any certainty of populaz’\\k rt, is to tuck in property. ?
rights somewhere in the Bill of Rzghgﬂrand then demand the entrenchmen@
of the Bill as a whole, Thisyi ctly what has happened, I§ was a
brilliant move and one wh 1ld not be resisted. But please dq not
mistnderstand me: I @ saying that the people who molunted the
campaign for the nment of the Bill of Rigﬁts were only concerned
with protcctin"\gf acred right of property. Many of them have proved
their gain otion to civil liberties and/thé arguménts they put
forward we gound and solid. fhe entrenchment of the fundamental : f
righ?s an _freedoms of the citizen is a good thing. Bu§ let us face it,
for some of them a main consideration was the entrenchment of the
sacred right of property. But have they succeeded 1n entrenchihg
property rights along with our othe; fundamental freedoms? And in any
case, what is so wrong about entrenching proprht& rights? I'll try
to answer thesexqpestions tomorrow,. So till then, goodnight.

% # . i

.
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- about. If by propebyy_we mean your goodsand chatte ine =~

~over forty years. Just before it was acquired it had roughly 1,400 v

Entrenchment of

FOR transmission on
Friday Jan 12 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Ie there anything wrong with entrenching th
of property? I think the answer to this question depends very m

where you stand, on your angle of vision and on what % ta

house and the plot of- land on which it stands, Q‘ ngs inside
house, your few plgs and goats and cows - if pebty we mea%ﬁ‘
then there is nothing wrong with entrenc property. Pleaéf\”
do not dismiss this as a joke., In G nder Hitler just such
small possessions = household goo S a hattels, jewelry and thelj
like, were taken from million of by the Nazis. The point th 4
is that when any society re that stage then what is in your b
constitution or your Bg ghts just dees not mean a' thing. Buﬁ;
ro

this is not the aspe “txu}.tnat those whb waﬁ% property

rights entrenched ¢ Ninking about. _
’I think t \roperty involw}ed here is of a !:omplete}.y differA ok
kind and cO®pletely different level, An example that oomes
mind isNghe llsides.property/in Trelawny.‘ That.wae.ﬁhe first pro
acuired by the Jamaica government under tﬁe Land Bonds-Lew.“It weqla
property of 4,500 acres and it had been ownedey abeenpee owners fof
Bach of i
tenants eking out an existence of sorts on 2,500 acres./These tenants
paid the sbsentee owners a rent of thirty-four shillings for exery-

acre of land they rented a year. For the absentee owners this was a i

very tidy incqme~.for the tenants it was a very miserable life, Afte



T Sn 5 dimusienie i Bas
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I

of land lying inert and unused dn a sea of land hunger. That waai

back in 1955 and I am telling you what I saw for myself, Then_i_

‘government acquired this land under the land Bonds Law and £

redistriputed it among the peasants who had worked it the b
of an absentee owner for so many years., 1 went back d%

- Allsides towardd the end of last year, and it was ing to a

completely new place which I had not seen five arlier. The

*
five years between my first and second visit eated a fantastie.
\ L e

change in the outlook and living of toe C
| Now, if we had had a constitut 955, and into that
constitution had been written a & l?\a‘ ights which entrenched
'property rights the governmenfumay ve found it impossible tg.ac

the Allsides property and t provementg in the living of those

people would not have The question is: was 1t right to acq%"
that property ( and tally, 1t was acquired by due process of
Possible

law tnough we had 1 of Ribhts)? There are two answers/here:

the owners are ely to say no but those for whom thie has meant _
new. chan 11Te the answer is yes. It 19 8 question of whose in
should WgmeYfirst - that of the majority of that of a minority. :

I suspect-it is to deal with this 1ssue of properﬂy rights th

the Gommittee has dec ded that in special circumstances a Bill may

Wl e - tloek & ey 3y
be passed in the ordinary way which conflicts with any item in the

£

Bill of Rights. And 80 property rights Wlll not be quite sacred when é
interests
it clashes with the general gmms: of the majeptiyy Goodnight,

¥
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%) Discipline in Schools

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmisslion on
Saturday Jan 13 at '6.15p.m
Peter' Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Tonight I should like to touch briefly on three

very important subjects. First on agriculture. On the fage of it,
there seems to be some duplication in the plans to s rketing
; organisations for the island's agricultural producﬁ\\‘ ecember 5th

of last yearg Mr. Rudolph Burke, the President%a press confereﬁqe

of the Jamaica Agricultural Society's plans %

marketing organisation to solve our very problem of internal

Munn, the Minister of Agriculture\\\;g the Half.Yearly Meeting of
the J.A.S. that the Governmen$posed, to-set up a J$tatutory Maricetins

up an‘all-island

agricultural marketing. Then, on We of this week, Mr. Keble

Board at an early date to_ta are of the marketing of our agricultufa
produce, fresh as well@ﬁceséed. For years the country has been
; L e & ’ ;
' in desperate need o ricultural marketing'organisdtion and then,
Just over | . . .
suddenly, within t ace of Immzxxikam thirty days'We‘gave the
' 3 i w8 % 8
{ng agricultural marketing ppganisations, Why? Is

B L

there %¥:25> ct of interests between the‘J.A,S. énd the-Migistry of

announcementgo
Agricul eJ Are the two organiéapions going’té work'toééther or are
they going to,compeﬁe?'And was there any sort of d}écussion between
the Ministry and the J.8.8. on this important qyestiOn’of 1nter2a1
marketing? Agriculture is very important to all of usiand 1ﬂ’1é.nqt*
in such avhealthy state as to allow us the extravagancé of duplicated
serviceé, SO some more informatipn and expianatiénsﬁplease. .
Next there 1s the very depressing problem of floo@g ?nd‘droughis.i
We have héd recenf réports thdi nofth coési hotelégha§;1%ufferéﬁ
‘losses in their tourfst trade because of the heavy raing over}phe s

S
o
.

Christmas and New Year perrbd; There have been zepo:%zof 1éndslides
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and of serious damage to roads and field and homes. In contraste to

ﬂhis; we have had reports from certain areas of the,isiand about af\
grave shortage of water, and in one place there was rationiﬁs.

If this were not so tragically dangerous for thé future of this
iéland,‘it would be laughably r#&diculous. And please remember this
alternation of drought and flood is not R ct of God.
It is the direct result of the ignorance, stupidi@arelessness

of men, We ourselves are responsible for th isesters by the

casual carelessness with which we treat the Ven clear the land

by burning bush and tree because it is %nd easy and they get a
good first crop. But in the process ave its rich top soil
exposed for the rain to wash awa@t?

to hold and absorb the water and s

ere are no shrubs and trees

heck floods and seep down to serve

us in dry times. Thls is o our most serious long=-term probléms'
and some decisive acti om the government is 1onggoverdué.
Finally, there ‘:j:) very serious pfoblém of digcipline in our

* 1#

senior schools, ar was a very bfd year in th%g respect. We*had

« " ‘
the unhappy s %\e&ion where senior schoolboys took Their' quarrels with

: ' " i “ﬁa)'hii-

a headma iMo the daily press. Thas 'bhisA — » was
- tragicf, Any there have been a number of unhappy casges shoyiﬁg up this
breakdown in discipline., Let ue #ry to do Petter this year, Let teache

be loyal to their heads instead of eprrying favour witﬁ their boys and

Shydel b &*'&vﬂmn£9+ ‘
girls., And parents too, &gégﬁghsﬁggéztgsbéame. Discipline ats school

moulding /decent
is one of .the cornerstones in the hard business of kmiifirx gmazr

human beinge who will ‘grow into good and responsible citizens.

Goodnight.
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For transmission on o

Monday Jan 15 at 6.15p.m ' . il
Peter Abrahams speaking S

f . e ‘:}
British : {i,
Good ewening: " The new/Bixikx Colonial Seoretary, Mr. Regina1d§} d

Maudling is now in Trinidad. Today he will have talks a the fut

of what remains of the West Indies Federation with nt leadenso
.'of the Federal Government Tomorrow and Wednesda have tal i;ﬁk

with Dr Eric Williams and other leaders of the dad Government.

On Thursday he will have talks with Mr. Erpol row, the Premier® . &

of Barbados, and on Friday and Saturda hdve talks with the

leaders of' the Leewards and Windwar all in all, this is goigg

to be a very busy and a very tric for Britain's new Colonial

Secretary. It is also a very al week for the future of %he

.

* b 4 .
. .
20 §

‘Festepwn Caribbean,

That results are , e from t’his'week.'s discussions? First,
I think tﬁat,Mr. MaudWM™will find out, if he does nof already know;

- s _iV

that kak the p;:i: ederal Government 1s jugt about as unrepresentai1
t

ag ‘any gove ean be in a democraey, It has no popular mass ’

& .

support alg does ﬁot enjoy the confidence of any of the unit
governﬁgh::> It is in fact a government in name only. Tﬁe‘Federal ’
Prime Minister's, party has lost power in Barbados, and‘it isemost‘ o
unlikely that either he or any of his present Ministers could wln an
election anywhere 1n the West Indies, So if Mr. Maudling iz to get

e

the pileture in its right setting he will have to realise that' he 1s .

dealing witd a straw federal government, If he does not realise'that

then his talkes with Dr. Williams will be doomed before they begin.

Dr. Williams is the 'key man in all the present efforts yo revive

and give new life to what is now a federation in name: only. I Dr.

Williams decides to have a go at keeping it alive phen there might

% : y S

4 A% n "



. . :
still be a chance of salvaging what remains of the federation.‘ If, on
the other hand, he decides to wash his hands of it 1 We might as
well write off the who e 1dea.l\ln any case, if Williams% decidesQ

to try and keep it alive, the nature and struct re of the federation;vk W

(Re e T h. 5 Wﬁg b
if 4% i—s“still Lcalled a federation, wi-i:i be very differ om the
loose and clumsy and costly, structure we know now, m f’,

williams has made no secret of his belief 1 \ - tightly

want to
knit and efficient centre., If he had his way 1d probably/set up

one central government in Port-of-Spain w arliament to which
~each of the units would elect represen Q?he would want to serap.
vthe‘ costly business of Oabinet Goverxx nd Chief Ministerships in.
the seven islands of the Windwar'dswlleewards and treat each of these
units as a parish with only ? gm;ernment st‘ructure. Indeed,
Williams has made it clea e would w@lcome’ any island ,joining
Trinidad on that basis ’ . §

The problem i there are go many little vanit¥es and politicaf
ambitions invo x\ t people like Grenadan safrig Ga?'r'y will fight
against this sensible and practlcal appr'oach wi’ch a;]‘ their might.
And this ie e Mr. Maudling is likely to run into trouble, Dr, Eric
Williams 1 ot prepared to carry' a costly and messy federgtion, and |
unless Mr, Maudling gets tough with people 1like MNP, Gairy,‘uples‘s he
spells out the hard facts of economic life -to’ the sn;all’er is'lands,‘ then
the whole point of his trip would be lost. The h.ard‘fact is .that‘

independence comes neither freely nor cheap’ly, and ‘sometimes the price

can be very highf.....Goodnight. ' ; y &”
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Fo# transmission on : \
Tuesday Jant 16 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abnehams spea‘king

. ﬂ il \ .
Good evening: Up to now neither we in Jamaica nor any or.

other British territories in the Caribbean have been co
foreign policy. Britain has been responsible for our gorei
and for our relations with foreign countries, We \

1nde%endent voice in the councils of the world

level we have not be able to express any vie the urgent in’b

« f'ssue. of the day. And whenever any lead this area hﬁ

~ in foreign afﬂairs, he had gener'all @p against British p&lio
e i
there had been trouble, ‘Ehere wasty e of British Guiana, wh%

N byt
that terr-itory 8 constitution g suspended by the Eritish Gove
+

because Dr. Jagan was allege want, to align his coufxtxw w;th '_ ,
And then there was the ecent: apase when Mr, George. Pr;.ce waa 3
, aecgsed/?tith conduct ret negotiations with ﬂumﬂmiz Guat
g on the future of/ ; Hondurass But all this is now éndi% verf

fast, for soge he territories at least. Somet‘ime this ‘y'ear we‘; ;

'al‘

have comp N\ reedom to ar-range our foreign relaticﬁls in any. way i
¥ chopse, WadJit 1is very likely that th% same will apply to Triniﬁa& v”"

"

!, “because Dr. Williams is determined to have independence this~yea,r. A

&

uUnless there is a very gerious breakdown in reletions between B G. 'ﬁa ‘

* g
, Britfain over the date of independence, that terrihory is lik.ely to g“
. WORRRE Sk A %«
But having control of your foreign affairs is ﬁot as Simple a,g

control} of its foreign affairs next year.

seems. Let us look at a few concrete examples, Finland ‘has comple‘be
'

control of. her fo‘r‘eign policy but there a.re certain thig,gs the Firmi

government dare not do, even if it wants to. Finland y; w&lt to g

3



Russians are opposed to the North Atlantic Alliance; fnrﬁhermere
. _

they would consider it an act of hostility against Russia. Tﬂby
also warned Finland not to allow the Americans bases on Finnish'é
So, whatever the Finns may want to do, there are certai gs t:
dare not do for feéar of offending powerful Russia. ee,
control of your foreign ‘policy does not mean co eedom of
action in foreign policy. Then’there is the of Albanii who :
a ,nember of the communist bloc of countri bania disagrees wiﬁh
Russia on the communist pattenn of fo oliey. But she could of_'
express that disagreement ;%éK.Commp ina, whiche is big and "W{:;'
powerful, gave her support. If Al did not haveTChinesg supportiz
1t is likely that the Russigns d have: done.what they ddd in Hung‘i}f—'“j‘“
and send in tanks to 1impo " vrews by force. And nearer home;
Cuna is under very hea essure, and the pressune Will £Q on bothﬁﬂﬁA%
in politibs and ei ‘ 8, because‘her foreign policy is hést!le to ”Zﬁ

. *
the interests the nited States, and this 1s an American sphereéaf 1f

o

position had’ been reversed, if Cuba had been S0 milaa

influence,

tan territory and her policies had been as hostilo te

B
W \.

away from
Russia as ey are to America, I doubt if Cuba would" have lasted this

: long. This is just a fact of life in power politics. " : 4

So you see, hardly any small country iniéie world has genuine

freedom in foreign affairs, They are'allﬁ;;tzenrtsed by one great pover

-

or another and they shape thein policies in this light as well as in ,'

the jnterests of their people. We will soon be in. this position. | {"
-, AL
Goodnight. ,_ & ,

»
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For transmission on
Wednesday Jan 17 at 6.15p.m :
Peter Abrahams speaking ‘ PN

Good \veven‘ihg: Let us get away from politics andﬁ"vef';#

%and goson to somethingsvery much more sefious, very much' n
. ! .

t.gnight.' commentary #s mainly for men - though wo
they wish.....Well sir, the big question is: w@
had to put a value, in terms of cash or kind

deciding just how much your wife is wor ou are on!

¥
of marrying some young lady, what fi\% alue would ymu
e

that young lady? And how would ; at that value?

Wi
0! think two cases might e use in helping you to a.n e

questions. Thé first case lace in Italy and 1‘t. is a réﬂ;

« g

one. o 3 ¥ 4

The shape of I you know, is like the old time or

ptrates 11ke Henr wore Well, right. where the big toa" »

boot would be little seaport town in which lived a youus "
i . # ;

already had a wife of his own, but she vﬁs on the isl&nd of Sic
) ’ A "' ik

80 he did not see that as any problem. Besides gle was nﬁ m
e £

‘9
bigamy, he was just buying somebody else's wife, It s#ns '@at

the matter was put to her, the beautiful Francesca did not pbj



in four equal 1nsf,alaments. o -
a Raffa paid the first, the second and the third instalm
and scened verx happy with the bargain. 2 But when it

, off the last instalmept, he became difficult., At

Raffa grabbed a pistol and shot Mari

the way to hospital., Raffa gave ims
case was recorded as 'Killed '

his wife." We are still to out how Italy's courts wi

.

. | this strange and tra.giQ of the sale of a wife,

»

*

The other' case more cheerful. Tom Mboya, the y

African nat.ionali gader of Kenya ie,going to magry a v’_ef-y?

young woman, N& Odede. This marriage is ‘& blg political g.

: beéapse. » father, Walter Odede "1si one ’ofv tﬁe n;ost ;Ln :

. 2 'u .
- woman? - Goodnight, _ _ 5 R
ﬁ " .
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idﬁpmnit in which they set about i Tt have:shown a sense of'matuﬁity'

-

™

| NEWS COMMENTARY 4 ‘ R
For transmigsfonjon ARG o
Thursday %8 at 6.15p. m p : g ';,

Peter Abr

me gpeaking : ¥ e S

s ' Y
¥ 3
.Go&d evening: Yesterday the Draft Constitution under whioj. 4@

Jamaica will become independent later this year was ta in th i
i
House of Representatives, Tomorrow the same ﬂraft tion QQ11 |

be tabléd in our Legislative Couﬂcil. And with formal t p:

of theé Joint Committee of our Legislature will scharged. These
fourteen people have done their job; and 1 they have done iq

very wedl indeed., I think the- country > edeh and every one of ﬂhem

a debt of gratitude. And 1 think th 2rve specié.l praise for the ‘

.
and political respon81billty must be the envy of all our most
immediate neighbours., Ing Just 90 miles away, the idea of the-

¥
govei"nment Jbarty @,n.c»i @; sition party sitting down together to
ssine to conceive today. In the Dominiean-”;

i

Only in ) Rico 1s there relative calm and peageful progress..ﬁhui
‘much tggi:jtesort of picture holds true, thouéh in & modified form, ,
for British guianéyf and Tmniczag’. The D.L.P. Opposition in Trinidad ;
has boycotted the new Legfslature go far and its ieader, D?{;Céﬁildeo B
has mede all sorts of dire threate., In British, Guiana Mr, Forbes
Burnham has refused to meet.Dr. Jagan in order to work out plags té'
‘move towards independeﬁce together. Only in Jamaica is the great'and
historic transition being effected without violence or the tth@%;ogeal
violence, without supression or the threat® or fear of suppression. And
this 1s a great achievement of which everybody can»pe Justly proud;»

There 1s .a strong current of critical questioning in Jamaica

iz o v 0 A
o vt g 3 ¢ ¥ " ! Ll



today. And I,think it is a very good thing. But it is very easy to ?ﬁ

" » P
overdo it: it is easy to see only the dark side of things, to see onily
‘Qhe faults and the failures and the things that have not been done’ ﬁ

And many of us tend to do that, I think we want to balance the pictur%

end this is a good time to do itw* : % “é
Let us be grateful for the fact that we have er, genuine o
parliamentary democracy in this’island where of the g : e |
government and the leader of the opposition and followers Jgﬁ
sit down together and peacefully work out le e of the future of
. this island, This is a very great adv e We have over nearly
everyone of our neighbours,., We have ical leadership in Jamaieg{;
“which, in high and critical momen@Bg, country before party or;’ l/}

selfish interests. And that

this Draf% Constitution for i
independence has been fas in such ‘relative peace and harmony. :“ﬁ
This 1s sometning we s herish and not a.llow.to\die in Jalmaica. :
This is -what gives t Flure such a hopeful look. So please do not

*take this quang{&: eadership for granted. It 1s something very
ld.,,

rare in tod " _u

, get hold of this Draft Constitution and read it. It

And €
+
is not j a piece of paper. It is our blueprint for tomorrow,. Iahopei

a vast number of copies will be printed and given away free, But : _ﬁ

meanwhile, today's Gleamer carries the full text of the Ebnstitution as

a special supplement. This too, is great publio service, So read it, 5¥

~and keep it and discuss it and read it again. Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY *
For transmission on
Friday Jan 19 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: I think it was a most happy accident that Dr. Thomas
Ballogh held his press conference on the same day that our Draft
Constitution was tabled in the House, What he said & ubs our
economic position in perspective in relation to thq\\‘ 1lgy and gives
us a very hopeful point of departure on the h:LgQ~ h
happy road of independence, :

But first, who is Dr. Ballegh? He eE:f the world's leading

allenging and

- economists who teaches at Oxford Univ He 15 so highly respected

a8 an expert on economic affairs @ r the years a number of
ve

governments all over‘the-worl ha vited him to look at their

economies and. advise them o best to improve those economies, Among

others, he has done thi t of work for the governments on;Ghana and
India, and he has al

an economic consultant to the United Nations

&

So, what Dr. Ballo s carries great weight and great authority. And

he has spent t

‘\&Est four weeks makinx here in Jamaica looking into
our econo dedvising the government on 1ts '1l0-year plan.

At€qis Yress conference Dr. Ballogh sald that the Jamaican rate
of economic growth had been phenomenal over the past ten years and that
only Japan and Puerto Rico, among all the developing countries, had
shown a higher rate of economlic growth than Jamaica. And Puerto Rico,
as you know, gets very special economic help from the United States
which we do'not get from anywhere, so really the Fuerto Rican rate of
growth might aotu&ll} be less than ours without this special American
help. This means that in relative terme the Jamaican rate of ecomomic
growth is been the second fastest in the developing countries of the

"

world over the past ten years., And if we can continue at this rate,

.
e



. |

: " '
Dr. Ballogh said, and if the growth of our population is not so great

that it eatsﬁab a;l'our gains, then, im within 10 to 15 years time, we
mighﬁiggnd od?selves in a position where we do not need to depend on

the investment of forelgn capital to keep the economy gbing. In other
words it is possible for us to bécome as independent ecogo ally as

we will soon be politically if population does not r ray® with the
coﬁntry. But this problem of population}is tricky, fﬁ\\ ly way the
population growth can be controlled is if all u%r political partie:

agree to it. No one party is likely to sti 0 its neck on something

‘80 controversial and yet so absolutehr% ial fon the future economic

health of the country.

»

Dr. Ballogh showed thét he,wag\‘syy aware of this problem when he

talked about a 'Dutch auctio lities in whicH‘the political

parties make fantastic and' istic election promises which may win
them votes but which af 1i1.{e1y to hold up or even putlbéck the
economic growth qf Gl c tion. And he.éxpressed the fgrventehope that.
the political p ﬁi&fs ould enter into an agreemeht not €b"make 'party
politics out e bagic necessities for Jamaica's developﬁent. This, he
says, wopldNot®?only benefit the country economically, it would also
ﬁelp to crde a more responsible attitude in the populétion as a whole,

I agree with Dr, Ballogh all the way. The future ecénomic wellbeing

of the country should not be a politicél football, It should be above

party. And surely, the men who thought on a national level when they

are able to
drafte our Constitution,/zam think on a national level when it comes

to the very life-blood of the nation,:The 6htllenge is to them. Goodnigh

£
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Good evening‘ I think it is still too early for me to try an@,_

discuss the Draft Constitution in any detail. For one - ém'ﬁbﬁg‘
sure that many people who are not politicians have a chance Eog}.m‘
sit down and really digest this 1mportant docu another I é&gh
have only had a chance to go through it very % and I certain

feel that I need the weekend for a reall r{ful and thoughtful ’d'.”

%her
reading of it. The only comment I w iake at this stage 1s/bne

TxrxEExxXxkxxix point on which the tee has disagreed, And here,bﬁ

T

most unfortunately, the split s'eemv have been,on straiszht party

i
lines, The J.L.P. members - ommittee wanted the Constitution t$1H

‘«

have entrenched provisidn indentifying votens. The fdea was tha@

-every voter should identity card withghis photograph so as
to prevent bogus e The P.N.P., members of the Gommittee,'on‘theL
other hand, W agreeing that somethlng should be* done about bogus fé
voting, 4 Aeel it should be Nritten into the COSEtitution They¢
felt i

d "be dealt with under the electlon 1aup; and they proposed&
that a CofMmittee of the House should be sbt up soon after independence
to . review the election laws and deal with these matters, ,
Knxxxxhnxnxaxnxgmnixxxgumznxsxfxxxhnkhkxiﬁhx;ﬂThe argument mos;
strongly in favour off identity cards 1is that returning officers will i
‘be able 1mmediately to identltify any voter, But as I understand it
the P.N.P, members were not against this. They vers only against 1t
being written into the constitution becauge it could be dealt with
adequately under our electhoal laws, 80 the 'difference here is not’ene
of principle but rather one of procedure, and a%&hou@h thevmatteg ~”
itself is serious, *the difference over it seems to me not very 1mporzaa
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And now for a gquick look at Mr. Maudling's talks in the Easternd

: LT L&

CariGbean. Trinidad has now definitely decided that she, too, will =
go it alone. But she has let 1t be known that 1f any of the emallgﬁﬁ'ﬁ

islands want to become parts of Trinidad and Tobago, they would be' _ﬁ

welcome, So far none of the leaders of the smaller isl have riséﬁ%
to this bait. Instead, the leaders of the Windvardsda ewards, an&_f

‘Mr. Barrow of Barbados are meeting Mr. Maudling Q@\E as a’groupé‘fﬁf
to talk over the possibility of setting up a W d
S:s

smaller quérai1¢mﬁ
But the irony of the situation is th e gentlemen should

¥

- 8111l go on talking in terms of a fede instead of facing up ta/‘ 

the hard facté of life. Before Trini d Jemaica declided to leave

Eyou had a respectable 1and area of )6 odd square miles, a populatiphi
of roughly 3 millions and soqme of economic viebility. With ;heée,};
two big islands\out, what t is roughly 1,600 squé}e'miles and i
about half a million p @ and no hope o‘f. econemic viability unless
tbere is a drasti n gthiéss paring Qf'exﬁenseg.to the bone and a
fair amount of d fdom outside., The dhe hope for ahy'kind of worth- =
while and\se ‘ spectihg future of these islands now, is for all 6f
them tojo gether as one unitgry state ﬁnder the leadership of ;
Barbados f she is’prepafed to assﬁme that'thaniléss task, But there
must be an end to this silly seridés of Iittle chief ministers with their
@abinets and costly governmental mEk structures. But few of those
gentlemen will want to hear this, and Mr. Maudling 1is likely to have

a really rough time trying to bring them down to ‘earth. But in a sense
Britain has brought this on her own head when she agreed to Cabinet‘
80vefnment for these islands on the assumption that federation was here

to stay. Goodnight.
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Good evening: Today's news of the resignation of Julius

R '
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Nyerere as Prime Minister of Tanganyika has come as a great shock;
it is a shock and a surprise even to those of us who of the
struggle of ideas and the struggle for power that Kg ng on 1nsid§;';‘

the Tanganyika Africgn National Union. We cert 1d not expects -

Nyerere's opponents-to‘be able to force him office so shortlywﬂﬁ

~after he had led Tanganyika to independ ut first let us get

the picture clear, - @ \ o
' The Tanganyika African Ndti ;\bnionv the party which Nyerere

Nyerere personally

a
founded in 1954, is st.illthagy power, It is mEXXXXXXAEXRERR:
c

T $

afxkizxxparky who has been
20 i ian o

to resign as head of the government &
and so0, PPeSum&bly,/aSQ of his party. So this is a personal _

. 3 4
defeat for Julius N i

The story be this defeat hasAtwo agspects to.it:*fhere is ﬂﬂe, 
aepeet concern Nith Nyerere!s domeS‘eic policies and there is the - t
aspect co e® with ﬁis'extnrnal policies. - |

I @re you all ’i"emembe.r‘ the slogan on which Nyerere led his &
country to independence: it‘was:-ﬁfreedom\end Work' and he always ;{

’,’..‘V. B ned

stressed the work part and the responsibilities that would come with .

independence, And so he called for wage restraints and ran up against

trade unionists inside his own movement who felt that independence
meant getting higher wages without necessarily giving better work aﬁa_::
higher production., And so he made enemies among some of the leaders

of the Ranganyika Federation of Labour and.one’group, including railwagl
postal and local-government emplbyees, broke away from the Federation

5 ; . B LR Beh: )
and set up.their own 1ndependent union movement, This zroup gave its

N
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support.to the'Ghana-led movement for an All-African Trade Union‘
Federafioq without any international links; and because the Tanganyikg
Federation was affiliated to the pro-Western 1.C.F.T.U. they denounced
Nyerere and his leading followers as pro-Western. Another pogpt of
criticism came from the Tanganyika African National uon s whieh did
not want any part of Nyerere's multi-racial ideas. e ed all
Europeans out of the government and government s This partyi
has become 1ncreasing anti Western in its po iec ever since A
1eader v1sited Soviet Bloc countries, T ncidentally, was in
. Nyerere s party and only left because re would not give him the °
post of secretary of the party. But anganyikans inside Nyerere's
party were in sympathy with the r 1 t line of the African Netional
Congress, Many people inside wn party also wanted him to get
rid of all white civil se even though not enough Africans %?d
yet been ‘brained to ta.e r places. On top of all this there v:!eﬁre“
men inside his o ‘and men inside his own .government, men ol %
ambition and no§ mu ability, who were frustrated by Nyerereks
insistence o ‘Nﬁkwork and honesty. These were the\men, who in the
end 1e€® ack which resuited in Nyerereds resignation just aver
a month r he led his country to independence. It is too early yet
to say what 1s likely to happen.but one thing is certain: we have not
heard the last of Julius Nyerere., What all true friends ef Africa
hope 1s that the great work Nyerere ‘is done will not be completely
undone. But let us face it, the resignation of Julius Nyeﬁere is the

most distressing as_wéll as the most depressing news so far out of

Africa this year. Goodnight,
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Good evening: I think the most pleaéaht piece of news for Jamaiqaz
in particular, and for West Indians in general, came fropmCanada over
the weekend. On Saturday Canada's'Immigration Minis . Helen |
Faircloﬁgh, told Canada's Parliament that new migr egulations
would come into force on the first of next mont@ thé effect of
these new regulations would be to get rid of gwresent colour bar
which limits the entry of non-white migr to the Dominion.

The present regulations put ver e 1imitations6n people
from China, Japan, India, the Mid e‘QQnt, Africa and the West Indies
who want to migrate to Canada. Z%§g{; limitation has'in fact been
based on skin coléur. Now, a %the lst of February, all this will
be eliminated. _ Q

But I think it important that we should all realise -
that the new regula s do not mean that Canada will now throw her
doors opeﬁ t a&igrants. She definitely will not. There will still
be limita The big thing is that thesé limitations will not be
base& °ﬂ\::3>ur‘ instead they will be baéed on certain standards of
education and ability, and, in theory if not in practice, they would
be applied to all would-be migrants, no matter what their race or
colour or where they come from, .

But let us try and get down to cases: how would these new reéulatiq
beneflit any Jamaicaﬁ who 'wants to mggnkttn migrate to Canada? Let us

~ take thé case of twd:hen: call one John Smith and the dther one Frank

Jones, John Smith is an electrician ﬁho knows his job; Frank Jones; on
the other hand, has no gpecial skill.%ff kg both of these men apply

for permissioh to enter Canada as'migrants, and if both can fulfil
_ L e



the country's immigration requirements;_it is almost certain that
John Smith.will be permitted to entef andﬁFrank Jones will be turned
aown: the one has a skill which Canada éan use and the othér one has
no skil} at all, And what Cenada Qants are people with skills, They
have all the unskilled people-they want._Indeed, they hgfre_guite an
ur‘xemplbyment‘ problem among thelr unskilled workers, %ﬁ

anxious to add to it by admitting more unskilled 1’\& . But they do
ﬁeed people with definite skills. So, if yo ha;z a skill, if you
have a trade and you want to migrate $o C ;E chances are likely

: to be very good for you from the first xt month, But if you do

are not

not have a skill your chances of migigL to Canada will be as remote

as ever, ' V ,

| So I think we can fairl hat the néw Canadaa;. migration
regulations will be of va § in a limiﬂed sense as far as actual
migration;is concerned ' ‘_%@1nk they might prove of even greater
long term value ingtw ther féspects&IFirst, I think this action by
Canada is like to fluence the thinkiné_and action of the United
States Gover \s far as letting more.people from the WestrIndies
into thg\it:; States. &And I also ‘think it is likely to have an
influence N Britain's current moves which are directed mainly at
limiting migration from the West Indies on colour lines, And the second
point of.long term value isvthat people here in' the West Indies are
likely to see the acquiring of skills as passports for migration to

Canada and a new life; and *this in turn could lead to a general kakikx

improvement of skills right here at home. Goodnighti
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Good evening: The four-man‘technical Missiqn which left for
Africa yesterdaf underlineg‘once more the importancé of paeration
for the future stability of .this country. Unlike the ; g ssién
which went to Africa last year, this one 1s an offf\{\ fission and
that is; why three of its four members are seni_oQ‘rnment servants..
Mr. R.A., Foreman is our Commissioner of Landgs;?!t W.T. Miller is
L ‘oury Trade Adminisﬁrator and Mr., Don Mill very senior economist
in the Governmentds Central Planning Mr. Rex Nettleford, staff
tutor in the U.C. Extra-Mural Dep: tgzht is the sole non-government
- servent on the Mission. And th‘is:§sgg; of this Misgion 1s very
| different frqﬁ that of last NaX's ratherAlarge unofficial Mission.
Last yearfS-Mission we xplore the possibilities of migration and
to feel out the diff erican countries, This one is going to three

gpecific countries ana, Nigeria and Ethioplia - to try and work out

the details actual machinery that will be needed to get migratiom

going. ik plaining all this because a number of people have
tended ‘@

ff at this latest Mission as a waste of taxpayers' money.
I think thoéé people are dead wrong. No public money could_be spent
,more usefully for the future godd of this country than the money that |
will be spent on this Mission. :
The three African governments with which the Mission will talk

have made it clear that they are willing to accept migrants‘from_
Jameica if satisfactory details can be worked out. What those details
are likely to be, what will be considered satisfactory, will not pgi
known until the Mission feports back., But I think there are two points
-on which we caﬂfspecﬁlate with reasonable assurance.

A
20

3



The first point hae to do with costs and the second point has to
do with where the would-be migrants are to be-setﬁled.

It is one thing to just howl for repatriation to Africa; it is
another thing to éetfthis in motion. Arrangemente will have to be
made to set up the machinery. There will probably have' be reception
offices in Jamaica and in . .each of the oountrieé to @ e migrants

will go. These offices will have to be staffed. %h‘i
<:gé?

cost money. If arrangements get as far as this there will be

this will

4

the ' question of transporting the migragts hWfs or planes will be
used and this too is going to cost mo @ the people who are most
anxious to go to Africa are not peo h money of their own. Some
of them may not even be in é posiyongto £it themselves out with a
decent. set of Vclothing: this ?ay involve spending money. And
when they get to where t going in Africa they will probably
have to be subsidésed Q . ed in builciing up their settle'men_t.s ‘and
clearing the land an ing their food growing. So that is the big
fifst problemiqgiif on to Africa spoﬁsored by the Jamaican government
n

and the go of the receiving country is going to involve the

spending ite a bit of money. : ' "
NexWg#iere is the question of just where the migrants are to go. !

I do not think any of the Africah countries will want their towns ‘
crowded with migrants., They will want the land cleared and put to use,
Mr. Foreman is uniquely qualified to déal with land location; Mr. Mills
and Mr, Miller can cope with the economie planning and administrative

7;33 Mr, Nettleford's contribution wili be on the human level., We are
dow ddwn to the practicalities of a very big and costly and important

operation. Goodnight. y
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Good evening: I am very glad that the incident kxkxzErxktkz migrant
intransi

were refused admission to the Palisadoes airport/loung

been ‘i

given a public alring. And I am particularly pleas al Mr, Winston%

Jones, the lMinister of Communications and Works, ~§hg such a personal"£
interest in the matter. Mr. Jones said he f at no instructions,:'
|

had been given by the airport authoritie@ ‘migrants should be

discriminated ageinst. I,\for one a findings without any
reservations, Mr. Jones said this §h§‘ nt was the result of mis-
understanding on the part of an gahiv&ee. And then Mr. Jones under=

\

olicy to offer non-discriminatory

e o o

lined the fact that it is

o

services to all passenger that nothing less would be tolerated. |
I think it is t all this has come out into the open

because now every ows what the score is, and nobody will in

future allow sel¥es to be put upon because of the misunderstanding

of ahy emplo We know that quite often this 'misunderstanding'

is becguseNgoie employeé gets drunk with a little power and authority
and gets Tthe notion that he can order the general public around like
g little dictétor, especially if he thinks he is dealing with poor
people who 'do not know their righ£9. I am afraid there are still a
very large number of these people who tend to get'druﬁk with a little
ﬁower. They do not understand the meaning of the word 'service'; and
they eertainly do not seem 'to realise that with power, and authority
must go a sense of responsibility. And the only way we can teach
these péopl%’this'lesson is by ﬁaking it public‘every time they aﬁuse
their little authority. This is a public service which all the organs

of publicity owe to the socliety they serve. And thfﬂrepgrter who
1 " : bl £ ) ; “ e
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brought the incident of the barring of migrants to public attention

2 “‘
was doing a good and useful job.

And yet last Friday's Gleaner, the same issue in which Mr, Jonea‘
statement appeared, reports that a newspaperman,who was assigned to ' |

cover Mr, Jones' ®nvestigating tour was barred from goin with the
Minister into the intransit lounge. %

Do you see the pattern? A newspaperman had t an incident

in which certain citizens were deprived of a s hey were entitleﬁ

to. This led to a great deal of publicity an git from the governme

Minister who 1is responsible for the air newspaperman who has

been assigned by his editor to follo s story is stopped by a
the intransit
customs official from going with ghe ister into axxnxxx;n
N

lounge even though there are jo)
are closed, :

nger and all the ‘in-bond shops

To me this report like an act of reprisal; as though this
particular airport of was getting his own back because the
press had publici at unfavouréble incident. I hope the editor

concerned wil ‘ghkg up the matter with the Jamaica Press Association,

B hat‘newspaper people should do their work without
avhur: it is important for the freedom of our press and for
freedom of our society. Now, I am not saying that, newspaper people are
paragons of virtue who should get special treatment., As in evory walk
of life, you will find the good and the bad. But on the whole our
newspaper people here are a very responsible group that we can be proud
of and they should not be}hindered in the lgégitimate persuit of their

work, as seems to have been the case in thls instance, Goodnight,
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Good evening: At nis/press conference gaxiinxxxmﬂ Mr Manley

answered a number of most interesting questions on t e
Gonstitution. But this evening I should like to only two
points that came -out'of that conference. These he right to

vote and the qualific -ation for membership her the House

of Representatives or the Senate. . Q~ ] a%\: |
: From what Mr. Manley said it wo@ m that the drafting
committee aesumed that we would hav\ same voting rights that.we |
now have, which is that every!citi of the United Kinadom and
i1s resident

Golonies who is over twen a d hzxxkrer in the iedand is entitled
to vote. Under the ne t utiom as it now stands, no one who now;ﬁ}

right to Tl
enjoys the/vote wi; This is much the same pattern as
exists in the Un gdom s, Where every Commonwealtn citizen
over twenty nd of sound mind automatically goes on the voters'
roll afte 8 been in Britain for a certain period. So independence
will n rive any Commonwealth citizen of his oﬁjiight to vote.
This seems to me pretty reasonable, but it might be desirable to
write this particular point of-the franchise into the Constitution.:
There are problems of course, and Mr. Manley mentioned what could
possibly be the most tricky one. That is the fact that the moment
you'write_voting'rights into the constithition you would also have
to write the voting age in, And if®xymm that, as you know, is something
around which a big arguemnt'could easily develop.

On the second point - that of qualification for membership in

elther House - the draft Constitution is very clear., It state that



.
-

any person who is a citizen of the Commonwealth and who has had
ordinary residence in Jamaica for twelve months 1mmediatély before
nomination aate will be qualified to elther stand for the Houée of
Representatives or for nomination to the Senate, It would not be
necessary for such a person to become a citlzen of J @n order
to sit in our parliament l

Let me confess frankly that when I first s particular
clause, I did not like it. I felt that anyb?o wants to sr¢ eak

a

in the Jamalcan parliament on behalf of
A

ican people, ghould

at least commit himself to the count extent of becoming a
citizen of Jamaica., If citizenshib o aica 1s not good enough for
such a person, then he or she sh ot git in the Darliament ol i

an iﬂﬁependent Jamaica,

But .

AnxyxEk when I b nk around this question after the
press conference, I ‘sure that I was right At present Jamaicans
in Britain ekerci same voting rights as the people of Britain,

And this is n &ke y.to change after independence, Citizens of
Jamaica wigl\c inue to enjoy the status of Commonwealth citizens,

who vo i’Nthe United Kingdom Elections anq who c;n stand for electior
to the United Kingdom parliament, TheEe peoﬁle have not and will not
be asked to rejecé thelr Jamalcan citizenship'in order to have these
rights, So why should we ask the Britons in our midst to do so, If we
did there would be no meaning toACommonwealth citizenship. So, from
not liking the idea I have come around to seeing 1£ as a good thing

_ \
which gives importance to Commonwealth citizenship, Goodnight.
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.Good evening: It was on Wednesday of this week that I discussed
_the importance of the Technical Mission which left Ja or Ghena,

last : \
Nigeria and Ethippia/mm Monday.mfxkkizxweek At th%\\sfe described

the Mission as a getting down to the practical 8 a very big and
cost and important operation, I was then thi terms of migration
~only and some of you may remember that I@qsed the question of

what any large-scale migration is 1i cost, Well, Mr.'Ménley

\

talked about what the lMission was go o do at his press conference
on Thursday. And what he told usM an even greater importance

to the work of this Missio t% had estimated.
: s;e;it

First, the Bgemier 1 clear that the Mission mmk was not X
eriy going to Africay U] bcuss only.migratioﬁ. Migratioﬁ is an
important part o s task but it 1s only a part. As important,
if.not ﬁore A ’\gfn,, the Miésion xii going to try and work out |
detalls T @) etting up of trading and cultural relations between
those Ari countries and ourseives. The Missidn, Mr, Manley said,
took with it samples of some of our ménufactured products, some 6f
our books, tapes of some of our radio pfogrammes: in short, the
Miesion took with it as much information on the businesg and
cultural life of Jamaica as it could. And this gives thég Mission a
completely new look.

We had all assumed that the main concern of the Mission would
be with migration, and my comments on Wednesday were based on this

assumption, But, obviously, establishing trading and business and

cultural relations with African countries is of far more 1mportande

to all Jamaicans than the mere setting up of machinéry for some
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and if we can interest Nigerians in our manufactur

‘Vhave a big and very rich market in Africa. Of co

Jamaicans to migrate to Africa. And it fits in very well with the

_announced intention of an independent Jamaica to establish a

diplomatjic misslion in Lagos, Nigeria. Lagos might also very easily
be [the centre from which a Jamaican Trade Mission could operate in

‘West'Affica. Nigepia‘is the largest market onm the Afr continent
20

we will

ere are

problems here. The only West African- country shipping line
at present is Ghana, and relations betwee % and Nigeria are@
at the moment not as happy as they sho But ‘I am Qure f_;jgs

will change and, in any ca se, 1t ig\sl nlikely that hlgeria w§ll
r

set up her own merchant ehlopinN

other merchant shlgplng line‘EZEst would happily ply. between Jamaica

ce, -And then of course ti{“

migration inpention was definitely'got to finance migration
out of money. The government would give all the help it can,
But e%ould-‘be migrant wouid have to paly his or her own way .

An& go 1t seeme to me important that my Raeta friends face the
fact that noquy,*nd governmept, is going buy iheir tickets for'theﬁ\
and clothe them and put them on ships, They will be helped as far .
as possible by getting land for_them to éo to. But they themeelves
must find the méans of getting themselves to-Africa - just as all

other migrantsg pay their own way, Goodnight,

and West Africa; if the god re there to /e carried, I am sure you.:

see ‘the new importan all,this_éivesjthe technical Mission. 3%
But'wbat of tl’ ople whosevéole interest is in getting to

: Africa? Mf. Manle id that no Jamaican Government had ever financed
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Good evening. The bulk of the Jamalca delegation to the

Independence conference is now in Londonj and later thi eek the i?s
Conference itself will open. We who ‘remain here in '% are goiﬁgi .
te get.very full reports on the day-to=day proce' f the |

Conference, Mickey Eendrikk and Hector Bgrnar ¥ send back reporﬁs:

Y

for this"radio station. J.C. Proute will ack for R.J.R. and-n@
his reports, incidentally, will also b @mast by Radio Tr;,nidad :

and Barbados Redifussion; and Theod %ly, the ..,ditor' of the. Gleaﬁer

will also be there to report bac eaner readers., On top of all A
i
this, the B.B.C.'S.Caribbean cramme Will also broadtast reports .

is

grplhe PRQceotings Fro it is clear that we in Jamaica are |

going to be extremely

-

rved witn information and renorts on
the conference; and \ s as it should be becausge this is the ﬁbst
importantidof all onferences ever held to plan the Jamaican
/future. An t%N\lthef territories of the Caribbean will also get a ;
prenty c ictuﬁé of what goea on. co, from-this week until the .
end of‘ﬁ::fbonfereneelall our attention will be turned to London; and
it will be the last time that London will have this particular kind
ef importance for Jamaica and.Jamaicans;'After this Conference there
will be a change in our relations with London and our-wonld; although
it will lpok the same, will be a Veny different world. It will be a
world in which no colonial government and no colonial secretary will

have the final say on anything we do, We will have absolute

respohsibility for our owa internal affairs; we will have the same

complete responeibility for our foreign affairs ‘as well as for our

!
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it is essential that we should all recognise that with this kind of »
freedom, we as a people, must assume the kind of responsibilities we ,
have never had before.

By

"

If some dictator were to try to take power in Jamaica now, or
were to try and invade Jamaica, while Britain still ha e responsigé
for ueg, Britain will be obliged to come in and deal e situation.
But. after independence Wwe will be on our own an have to deal i
with this sort of situation all by ourselves - ess we have entered |
into some treaty arrangement with some wer in the event of an |
attack from outside. In the event o ong attack on 'the eetablishe
government from inside the country ery unlikely that any.
external power would dare to come ‘d meddle in our internal affairs
even if it were invited by th ernment of the day. So‘you see, this
1s a very important new k : responsibility that we: will heve“to |
assume after independ

| For myself, w much rather that we thought and talked about
all the possib imNications of these new types of responsibilities
that We will ]‘K\havé to assume instead of spending too much time on
sone no:gzzs mpontant points of the Constitution. But pleese do not
misunder d me, I am not saying we must not discuss and oriticise the
Draft Constitution. I think that is essential. But please let us make
sure that we do not lose sight of the essentials, I do not, for instanec:
think there is much to be gained now_from flogging the idea of a republ!
But there are other important points which couid be discussed to some
useful point: tomorrow evening‘I will try to deal with some of these,

|

so till then, 'goodnight.,
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'*%&' 1nterestgng point.s of Mscussion on the Gonstituti

j ’ pedple who feel very strongb that this Draft%\

- Peter Abrahams speaking

i

" Constitutioh? Thj,s question has, I think, become one

'gp 1ts broad poli$

L 2

Good e'"(’renir*g: Is the present Draft Constitution a Conservative

i

ion is too

is too radlcal
w k. ‘

L1
Well nowtin orier to find whic % either/of these two | aws v
g

ie correct, we should @ Q!@tle and then a little @hecking.,
G: lsﬁnse‘t.he r 'G@serva‘tive means*sticking

y
e '

conservative- aandMe are others who feel§§ 1y strongly that it

: e
to that which is old b sta d and oppesing or resistjﬁ change.
In the same broad pon"t”.g. se the word gnadical' ‘means favouring

fundamental oz" extre nge. So one schoolsof crit‘ics of the dir'aft‘

Constitution hol

)\ views that it 1is oppoqedg to change and is

therefore co vgt ve; another schoc"'l bolds the view that it favours

b TR

extreme chal nd' is therefore radicdl. Which af these two views

. B 'ﬂ*.
e truth? . p _ e

oL

gets ar
v Aﬁ;«%

As e Constitution is now written it ppovides parliamentary 8

recognition fer two partiés only. It assumes the existence of only t%o.

i .

parties in our leg.islatur'e and this 1s brought out most sharply in -
the provision and.division of seats in the Senate. There are no

provisions for aitnird or iven a fourth party. If, for arguement sake,

the ma jority par'ty wins 25 out of the forty -five sea‘ts Wwe may haeye
a s:ktqation Whére the: opposition has twenty seats. But these twen@y

K

ﬁa.y hoy have been uon by a single oppositién party The main

& 5 of u'
-k i \ &.& Qh&d "‘m"‘y p_f'?ha-&e wbon}

l

.

b L
gu |

|
!‘ﬁ
s



recbgﬁiaed és the official opposition and it will be entitled to

nominate eight members to the Senate., The third pérty with nine seats
. ﬁill have absolutely no repreéentaﬁion in the Benate. This, I think,
is undoﬁbtedly a conservative measure in that it is designed to

perpetuate the two=-party system as against a multi-partgi:,stem. The

dice are in fact loaded against any third or fourt in the
- country. Whether this is a good or a bad thing ‘:ﬁé él{question
altogether. In Fraqce we have seen how: havi st number of parties

and no clear majority can bring a count% ear ruin from wnich a
h

'strong man has to save 1t. So, alt is is a conservativ%&peasu:
it is one which tends to create pof%\k stability. And in any gase,
phe third or fourth pargy can algangﬁutﬁits case to the country g0
forcefully and so well ‘as e either the first or second party.
Finally, if this particu vision becomeé'so unpopular @hat the |

entire éountry wishgs @ crap it the Constitution can be changed,

though this is a entrenched section on which the voice of the ;
, whble,nation 1l hdve to be heard before any chané% can be made,
So I it ig fair to say that this particularvsection of the
Constigut s in fact conservative, But then we have another point

recognises the
in the safe section which is very radical. This fmmma¥ixx Leader of

- the Opposition constitutionally and provides that the Governor General
scan only act on certain matters after he has xéggmixnﬂ the agreement
of both the Prime Minister and the Leaaer of the Oppositi;ﬁ. So here
we have both a conservative and.a radical approach on a most'importanp
aspe%t of parliament; and both are aimed at st?engthening political ;
stabiiity. Tomorrow I'll look at another aspect of the 'radica;' charg

Till then, goodnight.
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Good‘evening: Those critics of the Draft Constitution who f‘eel-"’\'if
-xxxx strongly that it is too radical have tended to concentrate their

VQ .‘1
attack on two aspect of it: the first has to do with position

of the Senate and the second has to do with the B fRights.
.These‘people do not complain because the prese ﬁkﬁk}for Senatﬁ?. i
membership do=m ﬁot provide for\phe poesiele nce Jef a third ;ﬁ
party. Their complaint is against the f memgership of the L#jﬁ
Senate_wiil be on a party basis. To 8 a a very radical'
departure from the old ways. d they are right. The
composition of our present Le e Counecil is not on strictly

party lines, It is true thafli¥ recent yearg - and eapecially i@

]

recengc months - Legc ended 1ncreasing/to reflect.party %ews “
as expressed in ‘the ouse But on the whole it n% in the past "
been the place wh special interests' - agriculturey trade and = =

- industry, min ‘a\and commerce - were represented. 'Legco provide@

yn¥ch these 'sne01al 1nterests' could put their case "
before othy)the nation and Darliament. _
When the new Conetitutlon comes 1nto force these special 1nterestw
"wild no longer have this unique forum, and it ic perfectly understandab
that pheynshould deplore the new: and 'political' character of the’
Senate, But of course Legco has always peen 'poiitieal‘ ﬁhoug&p
probably in a much more subtle and sophist;cated way than %ﬁe frankly
party=-lining Senate will be, But certainly  the new composifion of the
Senate;is a?fundameﬁtal change+and so the charge‘tgap the new A

Constitutdon is radical is true on this point &8 léast., Whether this %

: 3 ; + . :
Is a gogd or a bad thing depehds on your point sof vfew. If you bel;eve~

1



*,

g

&
w

“m

, that 'speciag. interest.s' should. haﬂre special represexz,tation 'b‘eﬁ %u' 1

. made in the Congtitution before it comes into force. But basic“aily 4

¥ * ]
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‘special representaténn, other than through our recognised p@iltioel
orgainsations, then you will say it is a good thing. X ”4i 'fTF'
I think much the same 'special interests"erg ‘tﬁf'bésggﬁr E

to d’ee‘ply entrench the Bill of Rights., And heQ adical eleﬁn‘t‘%'\ &
for them is that section which provides for ation whicg can E |
gei the entrenchment in specﬂll gases their point of’;iéh ﬂhif;
proﬁ,eﬁén ;is obviously radical becau% an upset‘thc saore% PiEh .

of propeby The fact that this can

be Qpne by due process of
_‘ 4 ’4

1aw is not good e‘o' 1 for them. 8 underStan%?ble that prope?tie' :
psopﬁ.eMld wari;j; %heir D p rights trably insured, It is equally
undegftandabA§ ‘and soci e Justifiable that tﬁ!&ﬂrafters of Wiﬁ

ink of the long-térm intercsfs of the«ajéxﬁﬂ

till growing and changing. But. I think itﬁs

S0

¥

s of the defenders of tite sa?d lgnt of propertyﬁ
hat unl®se this mght is deeply ent

should ‘sug renched we are 'donmﬁ

to‘dar' esy\ and dictatqrship. This,  as they know, is just not tme'. =, ’f
! 1 & p W j I
My 0 view is that a number of changes and adjustments will be

'thei’”"framework is sound: con’ger\zatiw“r,e enough‘to ensure that the best
featir'-es of our political institutions‘ femainpstable, and radical :
enough*to ensure that we can change the socialv structmre of thg societ:j
without violence and bloodshed, And these, after all, are, 't.he ‘twa

@ , 5 &
major points. Goodnight. i ]

¢ . y ‘ & o

»
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- Good evening: Earlier today the Jamaica Independence Conferenqé
~opened in London, and between now and the end of the C ence weﬂ‘
~are going to have millions of words flung at us thr ss and
radio and by word of mouth, And in this flood \ we will get
plain and baianced information; we will als speculation\and als

high degree of guessing disguised ag inf pinion; and we wills

also get straight propaganda disgui % ews and designed to ('f

”~

'promote party or sectional interest s is normal; it always happ
on important issues at important ts in the history of a country.

And for modern Jamaica this i

most important moment of her histo‘s
And so it 1s also very ea ‘et misled or confused or to get ﬁhe ‘?@

wrong slant on what 1 @ on from this great big flood of words. _:

So how do we copegyl t? How do we get some sort of Yalanced

ﬂgﬁt at is going on in London wkght now?

12 not going to be xnxx’easy, but I think it can bé;f“*

done. @ ink the very first thing we need to do is to get it‘
firmly 1 our minds that charting the 1ndependenae of-.a nation or a i

people is not a party issue; it is not a class igsue = it is not an ]=\

issue where sectional interests should come into 1t in any way. It is h
& national issue in which all parties and all classes and all sectiBnSj
unite for the common goal of independence. And' so this issue of ‘
cnarting our independence demands of all of us that we pitch our
thinkina and our judgements on the high level of the interests of the
nation. I think 1f we do this we will be able to understand all the
little cross-gurrents of the news frem London 86 much, better, and we /4
will be @ble to passvmuch more balanced_and much more creative judge-_;

@ '
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ments on the news.xxxxxxxnmxxxmxxtmxgmixﬁnﬁﬂﬁmm' "
Once we approach it dn 'this mannera number of things become
clear straightaway. We will ceasqto be alarmed by all the reports 6 '
two.delegatione. We will see it as straight, point-scqung party '
poiiticking with no really serious importance, And 1la : ht's-v}}&“?
gpeculations that Busta may not' show ﬁp in London cpuse no ‘l(?»

concern . kEzauxe We will know it for the. specul%\t is becaqs‘,e;iff
p

all know that the delegates to London are th

down together here in Jamaica and worke% mony to draft as 500’
e

se men are not suddenly

eople who sat\

a constitution as they were able to.
going to throw all that hard xprk 03%“ rd. And certainly, I do n@t‘
think a single one of these men wi o anything to- wreck Jamaica' a
'march to independence latergtl ear., Of course some of them,

espee%ally the more perff ambitious,'ere going to try andégﬁajlvf

party politics when y get a chance, There is an i}ection ahea,

of them and some ing a world audienqe for

\to score a party point is very
t this temptation. But I think that when all the ﬁttl

so the tempta

be able tqQyr
tricks qnd g1l the little scoring of points are over our delegati&n'ﬁi
will come home with a blue-print and a deto for independence,

S50, in the days ahead when the news from London soupds‘alarming'
and confusing and disturbing, try to bear these poihts in mind., And '}
please do not let the inevitable epate of rumouf and speculationvthroﬁf
you' into confusion.  We here at home need to be partlcularly careful
to selec% the wheat.irom the chaff at this moment in time., And for that
'we need,level heags and balanced judgements, not excited partisan

s ¢

prejudice. Goodnight.
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things would be a M know; I have lived through many a bitter

For tramsmission on
Friday Feb 2 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Geod“evening: Reports from Britain and the rest of Europe sPe,
of a sudden and very severe spell -of reallv cold weat d when'#
gets‘cold in'those countries, as every migrant Wi you, it is

really cold. The cold berns yeur nostrils as y% he in; your
t

toes: and fingers get chilled to near freezi even if you wear:

" thick socks and boots and gloves; your g ‘with the cold, tolﬁﬁﬂ

survive you put on poun,ds and pounds@ hes until you are
uncomfortable with ,the weight of th;\\l

warm, Enropean winters can be and g erally are pretty miserable Se‘*i

not frozen; and it ight incide the conference room = but outei

English winte \ I, for one, am very glad to be out here in the sun.r,;
But‘ re serious things. While our leaders are working out (
our indgoerNence details in London, an 1$sue.whiph might become 'fﬁ
important to us in the future, has taken a new shape., Somé pf you may”
remember that it was on January 16th that I talked about some problems
of foreign policy that may face us when we become iﬁdependent In thav
talk I t?ld you that hardly any small country in the world pas complete
sfreedom'and independenee in the shaping of ite foreign policy in this
modern world, They are all of them subject to pressure from one or
,another.of the great powers, I gave you . the example of the pressure
exerted %ﬂ the Soviet Union:z;e foreign policy of Finland, and of the
direct intervention of the Russlans in Hungary when they used tanks

and guns to suppress the Hungarians who did not want a cbgmunist regime
n v i L
1 r 3 L



On the other side, I told you of the economic aﬁd politicél   _
pressure that the United States was putting on Cuba because her mﬁ
foreign policles are hostile to the interests of the United State%.l
And this, let us face it, is just a reality of power politics in. the
modern wporld. Eastern Europe is a Russian sphere of ce and*

the Russians are not going to put up with policie eypdo not like

l‘[i
from small Fastern European countries- the We g mlsphere 13 a:n ”}5

American sphere of influence and the Americ

e not going to put. *W

u? with policies they do not like in t! ere, ‘,;

And so, this week, the Americar@ re against Cuba of which
I told you on January 1l6th, resu%teN the Organisation of America.n” e

States expelling Cuba Trom the Or sation, ' ‘ iﬁ“

It is too early to saR J¥€t what the long-term effects of thié

American countrges took no part in the "@
L] |
voting, either f gainst the expulsion of Cuba, Although it does

action are likely to b political terms, though it is significanﬁ
that the six large @

not seem 1lik t the moment, this could create a split in the interd
American ™ unless the Alliance for Progress shows very dramatic J
resulty inYythe not too distant future, What seems certain is that it 1
will mean a further tightening of thelr belts forxthe mass of the
Cuban people. From our poiht éf view, all this'has up to now been a
little distant. But soon we will be a part‘of these patterns of powef'
pofitics. Bt is 1ikely'that we will join the Organisation of American
States after indepéndence. Then we too will have to think out our ‘,\
rela{ions,with the states around us in fhis area, and there will be
issues ,on which we too will be called on to take a stand, I think now
ié the time to start thinking and talking bn some of these issues, .

Goodnight,
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Good evening: hot all the issues which will face us in independqy

will be ExkkER as dramatic in terms of news value as i:zisr the

current London Cdnference or the expulsion of Cuba 0.A. Siuf

-of; the iSsuaﬁd

|

we will have to face will be domestic lssues, e of the most fu;
A "y“

important of these may not even make the pgwaMie¥dlines. But then the

and ite implications for Jamaica'@é@ foreign polic ‘\\~

' basic.importance of an issue cannot a u not always be measured,
in terms of news headlines, \ 18 _

One, very big ZRAXXERYXXH iss we,Will have to face has to do witﬁﬁ
our educational system, and e that this will be one we will !
cope with quietly and se ) and without any glare of publicity.

! ' both the 6th 13th
When I talked abO ‘problems of education on/the &xk of -
0

January I did not_ex) have such a big response frém listeners.,

People have ph e -and written to me and stoppé me on the stfeets ‘
o talk abo aspect of eciucation on which I touched very ligl;tlyﬁ

in that Tkis é?% the question of discipline in some of our '

senior 1ls. Many listeners felt that I had over-simplified the

matter when I said that both teachers and parents shoulé be more
loyal to the heads of their schools, Loyalty, they said, should not
be a one way traffic. Teachers and parents and students, ﬁh%yusaid,
should be loyél to thelr heads; but heads in theif_turn~owe the same
loyalty to teachers, parents and pupils.

In a number of cases I have been told of heads who expected
layslty but gave’none in return. And so it wWent on: one side blaming
the other; everybody finding some excus®, but no-one denying thét,

there is a serious breakdown in discipline in some‘Qf‘ourifénior

)

& ¥ ¢ - i



(

.8chools and that this is most marked in the boys' schools.

So, obviously, something is wrong and as far as I am concerned3nﬁw
blaming anybody is not important. What is imporian% is to correctviﬁé“lz
wrong..But before we can do that we must understand the point of ourjﬁié
education., There are many people, and uﬁhappily many 0 m are"gﬁﬁi

educationists, who feel that the sole point of eduﬁg!ho is to Qram'€\h;
bo ¥t of proficiency

]

where they can pass an examination and get av‘ of paper which '

information into boys and girls until theyreacl 0

1

will get them a Job in the civil service buniness. For these "hu

people our schools are no more and n : han cram factories.
Well, I think this is wrong.% 11l very well for a person \:‘{-;

d

have 'a plece of paper showing ghat Rz or she has passed an exam forﬂ

the purposes ofbgetting a ut true education is very much more

than that. True educatg

~&a bringing out and
¥ : ;
developﬁ&ét of chayeQel'; it is a teaching of basic values such as
decency, thoug‘%swgness, honeét&, and the capacity to distinguish
between ri®QE\aM® wrong both socially and morally, This is the kind
of educqtio that prepares the child for cit{zenship and for 1ifé. And |
as far as society is concerned this is the agpect of education that is
much more important than all the eramming in the world. Ifnthis were tl
» i
education our teachers and parents and heads were interested in I am
_ Tt
sure we* would have less bickering among them and less talk of *no
Let us give education its true
discipline., The young are idealistic, ¥exhavExrmixEzkimfizdxkRakxiizazis
meaning and value and bring out the idealism and the will to good in
’ Q &

them, I think we will all be surprised by thelr response. Goodnight.
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Good evening: The much publicised 'doomsday' hasg come and gone,

. ¢ =

and the world has not exploded, has not been swallowed t;i;, a gilant ;W
d

|
N

’

snake, has not gone crazily off its course into darkfe destructia

In fact, there has been no doom, ‘Now it may be x e Hindu e
prophets and other holy men, the star worshi Q;nd the like, will ‘
gay that this great disaster wxXx has bee js;z:a/because they : .;
prayéd and fasted so hard and so earn If they do claim that "f@
they have saved the world some of ué\ﬁei ot agree'with them, We mayl
say that the world was not‘doomedﬁh\,my case, and that nothing would

have happened even if no-on . But they, I sﬁspect, will just

'go on believéing that it e power of their prayer that saved

the world, and I do yo k any argument, no matter how powerful
will change that i
I think w Y ow how this 'doomsday' talk came about; and the

s that it is all bedded in scilentific observation

therefore be explained with reason and scholarship.
Pne we had a similar 'doomsday' warning was oife nundred and
forty-one years ago, in 1821, when we had Whatris known as a 'conjuétidl
of the planets', which is exactly what happened yesterday. Now, a '
conjuction of the planets simply means that instead of being'scattered /
all over the heavens as they normally are, the planets in our solar
system move into a line, one béhind the other. This conjuction of
the planets 1s such an exceptional thing that, it has only happened

¢

ten times over the past one thousand years. And this has a lot to do

with the prophecies of doom whenever it happens.



of the animal kingdom and ihat is oﬁr fear of anything new and stéﬁ%
And the conjuction of the planets is a new and startling reality fof

us. Our history tells us that it has happened before; we _know that 1
happened

the last time

We humans have one ver& important thing in common with‘the.teﬁ

: one hundred and forty-one years ago. 4 is gi}
¢ A
knowing with our heads only. We have been told so w believe .’t.i;‘;”ud

but no-one who is alive today has actually see

, great reservation in our sub-conscious. And

reservation becomes downright disbelief:

the planets becomes a startling new\%

signalling the end of our world,

It is all very well for

But this is the pattern of

more important to try

than to condemn the

reasons why so man

of the pl

which hap

O

the old cliche, breeds contempt. And second because man #&s, in spite

granted

ets;

QO

have reacted as they do over this conjd%tion

;:biégs and

eaction, and it seems to me much
derstand why men react as they do rather

eir reaction., And I think there are two

\

\

nd so there is ﬁ@

|

e instances this ‘”ﬁﬁ

o the conjunction of "%

{

h-shattering event_

o Pt g i S i -,v«_:;-; ;
aul,;»m_%;r i .

others to scoff at this.

S ol

3

ol i

rst, because it is a rare event; if it were someth%pg

ce every five years we would have taken it as for

1

e take the miracle of life on this earth. Familiarity, says

.

" of.all his scientific advances, basically not a rational animal,
In moments of crisis

/ Believfing is st1ll more important than {hinking, and man. still goes

o

on his knees and prays in the face of actual or imagined disaster. Invr

short, the human antmal is basically religious, Goodnight, v
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Good evening: The Algerian crisis has now become an acute ?ﬁi
crisis for France itself and at this moment in time no‘%fizknows ’ ﬁfg
just how it is going to be resolved. What does “seei is that “ﬁf

France itself and the people of France are like ffer grievous;y

before this crisis is over. But what is thisg ¢ is all about°

It has been going on for so long th orginal causes of it
tend to get lost in the mass of detail urder and arson and _y}?
bombing and lynching. So let us try et back to the fundamentals
in order to see today's tragic pi u more clearly. 35

One of the great after ¢ s of the second world war was the

liquidation of the age o ialism, The British, the French, the
Dutdh, the Belgians, ad to face the problems of an emerging |
Asian and Africa e e no longer willing to be the colonial subjectaf
of European cowgutr « Of all the Ruropean powers, the Brifish‘

came best o \hés crisis of empire largely becaﬁse they aqcepted
the ingii:jf and went along with the 'wind of change' blowing '
through world. They helped to shape the 1ndependénce of their,
former African and Asian colonies and won the friendship of thesé
countried and their peoples, and all but one of her former celonies

~ decided to join the Uommonwealth,

But not all the Buropean countries saw the wisdom of this course
of action., France fought and lost a bloody war in Ihdo-china before
she learned her lesson; and then she only learmed it partially./The
Belgians and the Dutch only left the Congo and Indonesia when they
could not hold on any longer. The result is that the Indonesians now

hate the Dutch and there is the danger of war over New‘Guinea;'and'

N
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the Belgians must take a gdodly share of the blame for the unhappy

situation in the Congo; and it seems pretty certain that relationsg_Vﬁ
very long time to come. : : e
o

After the Indo-china fiasco the French behavede e wisely 2‘
e

_betweeﬁ the Congo and Belgium are not likely to be\friendly for a

But the one |
E “

and did not resist the African démands for indepenq\\r
eason why fheybﬁﬂ

place where they came unstuck was in Algeria a

came unstuck there was because Xk there was eable white séttlér];

‘-v %

MY erian Moslems demandedf%

group in Algeria, So, when the nine mil 6

indepérdence Just ower eight years a rench reply was that

T

. over g
nationalists and the French, is timated that/18,000 French 1

soldier and 350,000 Moslemss?a e so far died in this war, In fact,

Algeria was French, and so a blo yﬂahc roke out between the'Algerian?

L
the Algerian war creat eries of-domestic erises which resultgd in;
General DeGaulle be ed out of retirement to‘lead the country

and solve the pro of Algeria, But DeGaulle soon realised that

the only way tngerian war could:.be brought to an end was by
negtoiat @the natibnalists. This, however, was not what the
one mi on)white settlers of Algeria wanted. They'wanted Algerié,to &
remainAFrench and for the Algerian settlers to continue as 1ords-and ;
masters of the nine million Mosiams., Rather than see this position
changed they are prepared to terrofise and murder and destrgy the
‘political and economic stability of France itself, 'This is a'terrible
~form of suieidal madnessf which is hot uncommon when great emplres
collamse or when a highly privileged group is faced of the loss of

its privileged position., For France it 1s also a tragic situation.

Goodnight.



NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on :
‘Wednesday Feb 7 at 6.15p.m
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Good evening: If the reports from London can be relied upon
then it looks very much as though the Independence Con e will :
end tomorrow. This makes the Jamaica independence ce one of mﬁ

the quickest and smoothest of all the independe \1 erences held

in Lancaster House in recent years., What . 4 D ticularly pleased
about is that the conference has gore d work much more smoothlgg
and peacefully than even I expected a icted when I spoke to

you about it on Thursday February t}\ g Thore has been much less

party politicking than 1 expecteé’\ﬂgl according to reports from
London not one member of th al two-party delegation has‘given;‘h
in to the temptation to p ty politiecs on the world zkxe stage.

I am pleased ab

u 8 ‘because'it confirms the eense of
responsibility of paders, and because the way in which they | ﬂ%

behaved has g th® world an image of Jamalica as a mature and - -
responsibl ty. It would have been the easiest thing in thel
world t@ hde ereate an atmosphere of crisis. Certainly, in such&n

atmospher he conference and the personalities at the conferenée

would have got even bigger and better headlines; Uersonalities'Wblhl
' more firmly b :
have had a chance to impress tbemselves/on the .consciousness of ;ha‘.v
‘British public. But it is likely that in the process the good namejﬁff
»
Jamaican might have suffered. This way, the more quiet and orderly
way, there have been no big 85plash® stories, but the reputation of
Jemaica for orderly progress stands higher in the world today than
that of most countries which have Jjust entered independence, Indeed,-

L ¥ )
I think it is fair to say that the reputation of Jamalca stands highgr,
than most of the recently independent countries. And that is a very L



T

in-London is not just a question of how well behaved we are,

‘a person or a society with a reoutation for? bility or

Jamaica in independenc- \ go ng to be in need of both credit and
( So '
customers. Xmz® I @ that the members of both sides of the

good thing for very ﬁractical reasons, We are still an underde#él

country and whether we like it or not we ape still not in a posit

to finance all - or even # most = of our development projects outfo

our own resources. S50, to X create the prosperlty we want we are 3

going to have to raise money from the outside world is a

'‘“truism of economics that it is easier for .a perso g, society wiv

a reputation for responsibility to raise mone 'is for eithe

\

irresponsiﬁility} So thies business of aviour of our delegate

It is & question of building up ou1 of goodwill in the world,

ﬁnﬁ any small shopkeeper will tel u now important BERERXRXIRX

b:‘
o
3|

< U |
o
o
el
|

i

Y
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Jamaica delegati \V® done very well by the country.

T N

Of cour Nlen they ‘come back the picture will change. They

will ado

TR
5

party stands again and I expect some very rough

S~

thingsqpily be said. But that is all right. Tney will be home anﬁa

they will be fighting an election, and, I hope, they will also try &

to come to grips with the serious economic problems which lie éheadi;f

Of U.S. E 3 % ‘vifﬁ¢ ‘
; Pt

Certainly, if the conference does close tomorrow, the manner in

which 1t has been conducted, should bring pride and satifaction to

all those to whom the good name of Jamaica in the outside world is
our delegates

a mapter of great importanee., I think khmy have served Jamaica

very well indeed. Goodnight.
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Good evening: I told you last night that the Jamaican delegatioﬂn

would stand firm against lr. Maudllng 8 sudden and une‘gissed attemptmf
“to put back the date of Jamaica's 1ndependence. v the two it

‘immediate"reasons for this were: first, ‘the B ernment would 2l

like the date of our independence to coinci e or less with that ;
of Trinidad, and second, they would like sgttle the future of the b
small islands'before Jamaica'becomes ndent.

But. of course there afe‘a nunﬁh*; other reasons at work behind?

these two immediate ones, And othese other background reasons. m ;1

’ % ""vaﬁll',;
is to be.found in the curreut t of Mr. Duncan Sandys, the v
Commonwealth Relations S ¥, to the Central African Federation.

3 . '.“ ",
As you know, Nyasal netermined to get out of the white dominate&}“
Central African Fege on; and I think it sﬁddenly occurred to some"f

body at the CgiNonwdelth Relations Office that the African leaders inié

[l
]

Nyasaland m use Jamaica's quitting of the West Indies Federation,

®ith which it was belng done, as an example, Dr. Hast;gési

turn to the British Government and say: 'Look at how eagilé
you allowed Jamdica to get out of the Federation and achieve independe:
on her own. Why can't you do the same with us?' I strongly sﬁspeot |
that it was partly iﬁ order to guard against this that Mr. Maudliﬁ&f'
made his sudden show of toughness on our independeﬁoe date. Indeed,
only yesterday £ir Ggantley Adams used this>§ery argument himoelf

When he bitterly attacked both Britain and Jamaica for the collapse

of the Federation. He attadked Jamalca for not consulting either the
Federal Government or %h? other islands over the referendum. Aﬂd hé

attacked Britain for giving way to the will of the Jamaican people..
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the Central African Federation for a long time but the British

government had said no to them. So why should o British goverﬁment

give way to Jamaica all down the line?

I think Sir Grantley is a very dlsappointed and

man and in his bitterness he would have loved the
to refused Jamaican independence, And I think h presSed these gig
views very strongly with Mr. Meudling and tig tish government. An ﬂ

}
Sir Grantley is not theé only one. The v@ erful settler interests i

of Central Africa do see the break uy e West Indies Federation .fﬁ
as an example which might. lead to t\ cak=-up of their own federatio‘x;z»;
The London Daily Telepgraph is a rful supporter of the white ;g;?
settler lobby, and I think et posal for a four-power proteotorateé?
for the West Indies ;s a clever attempt to secure the future of f;
the Central African tion. The four power protectorate lidea is

no more and no 1 n a new form of international colonialism, And;;

if they can p ﬂg

Central African Federation that the choice is either |

§§~th s through it would be a clear warning to the
Africans
to sta 1n the federation or else to become the colonial subjects\sof 4
and more streamlined
a new/form of imperialism, : L
So you see, behind Mr. Maudling's sudden attempt po postpohé
our independence date are other 'and powerful political pressures :
/;g?ihoiave nothing to do with Jamaica at all, If there had been any
basic disunity in the country, and if this disunity had reflected it-
gelf in the approach of our delegation,_there would have been a ;
distintt danger of some of these clever designs being imposed on usj

which once more highlights the importance of national ﬁnity. , .

Goodnight.
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Friday Feb 9 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evenins: I am very glad that the Minister of‘Tradé and
Industry, Mr. Wills Isaccs, has spoken up so promptly a irmly
against the hint that the price of bread might go up n re,.
Wédnesday morning Mr. Isaacs said that if any a t s made to . i
increase the price of bread he would 1mpoSe pr trol 1mmediately13

He then went on to say that there are many 1 f foodstuff wnich Q‘%

\._‘,\
he proposed to bring under price control%n the next week or so. »w,f’

Now, when the price of bread w the last time, I raised my j
X some ol
an (3

voice in Dbitter protest against w the result wae that xhnxmx AXELY
af people in the baking indu were very angry with me, I was accusea

»

'o¢ using a very powerful of publicity unfairly to build up ';‘ﬁﬁ
feeling against baker- roup, and I was also accused of expectiﬁsé
the bahers to wor 1ng. : : ; ‘jﬁ

Well, it soand it never has been my intention to build up W

feeling aga group or any section of the Jamaican'commnity, aﬁ@

. I take m sufficiently seriously to recognise its responsibilitieQ:
and ggx ryJto be as falr and balanced as is humanly possible. W

I do not think that the bakers, or any other group for that.méttei
shouid work for nothiné. I think the business man is as entitled toy

& decent return for his effort and for his investment as is the workef‘

- to
fox a decent day's pay for a decent day's work. But' let us face 1t,

i
not every worker gives a decent day's work for a decent day's pay.'
And some business people have fantastic notions of what should be

'a decent return for effort and investment., Some business people‘feel‘

tha® they aré losing heavily if their profits drop from, say, 25% &

to 15%. I am afraid that many"of our business people have dﬁipped



into the habit of not being satlsfied with anything but the maximup
return possible. And if there is any kind of fall off in profits, they
do not hesitate to pass it on to the comsumer, Indeed the return may
‘SOQetimes drop by four percent, but insyead of passing _ne_4% tp{ogz
the consumer they might hike the price up by 8%. %
The result of this sort of thing ie a run-aw . ation of "“ $
prices and a shooting up of the looat ‘of 1yiihg not think thié}1Q§
is a point that needs to be laboured Ta se of beef in amny
country areas., Housewives in many rup QM find it impossible to
get soup bones for under 1/6 a pounqg\b I know of some plaoos where

they have to pay as much as 2/- ound of soup bones. ‘And yetoith

g4

> -
was possible last week to geﬂ:Ehgfe same soup bones - wlth a littlée '
[

more meat on them = at o ur big supermerkets for 94 a pound.
In nine cases out of -attitude of the vendor is to soak the ,&
poor consumer for can get. And this is so widespread as to be;j

pretty genera

What is picture of inflated prices even worse is the
hit 4
fact tha poorest sections of the community are/hardest., Priees -
are gea n the main to what the pockets of the middle=-classes caﬂ

stand, and if the middle—classes find the burden heavy you can be sure
that the poorer people must find it almost unbearablo.

For the sake of all Jamaicans, I think it is time our government
thought of the setting up of an'agenoy to stablise prices, wages and
profits. The alternative 1s serlous trouble in the future.

v

Goodnight.
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@ood eveﬁing: I would like to comment on two none popliticaig>‘f§
topics this evening: one is rather depressing and the o r is wely ™ ;
cheering and heart-warming. | E
. To me the most depressing story out of Jamaid week was thé'a
cese in 01d Harbour where a mother was found'g f cruelty to her

it over an ants' nest., This was a sicke

elght-year-old child, The woman had fldgq d child and then tiedif:
@%xhibition of deliberate’

and calculated cruelty againét a d.eﬁe\k ss child. I think Residént.s
Magistrate Mr. McCarthy's biting §emar®s to the woman reflected the f%

horrified feelings of all dec Jamalicans, All I want to say here

is that I hope none of YQiiwss ever witness anything like this b ;Q?

e

Or her child, So please, if you ever see sueh

cruelty to a child wi

king action. Not even a parent has the’

]
i

right to be cruel to\N

child, make it your business to interfere, and 4

inhuman cruelty to
call the po xN\‘his is the duty each and everyone of us owe to all‘lg

" helpless e children. it #n ;
Now us turn from the depressing to the more cheerful, I wonder

Low many of you read the letter from Mr., Edwin Todd in Wednesday's
Gleaner. It was printed in the column headed: 'Jottings by the Native'.
If you have not done so, please read it. It will cheer your spirits

no end and it will make you feel proud of being Jamaican, It is the
y ¥ " 7 B
story of a good man from another country who brought hisghfamily to
X . $ e
J X
live in Jamaica, on Berry Hill, St, Mary. This man was a great doctor

who_did not talk about his goodness’; he just lived it in a quig@%SOPt

of way and ted to contribute to the health and wellbeing of thei”'

Jamaicans among®whom he found himself,



One day this man had to abandon his car on the road to his:home‘.f“;f

The rains had messed up the road and the car could not climb the hil%}f?
So his wife to him home in her little mar Germen car with its : ﬁ
marvelous powers of climbing even through mud. When they got home

the doctor discovered that he had forgotten to lock up ar and
he had left over thir'ty pounds in cash in the car. ’@ or was \
horrified and wanted to go back to get bhe money ck up the. T
car, But his wife told him to leave the car 'v rning. She: said v

nothing would happen, '
Next morning when the doctor wen he found his car still

where he had left it. But instead of\ ing as dirty and muddy as ‘
he had left it, it was olean and s g: The mud had been washed off
and the car had been polished. inside had been cleaned and duste&&
His cash box with the mon t had been dusted and not a penny had‘l(

been taken from it. s half-finished packet of cigarettes was -

still as he had 1 And there were two Jamaicans nearby.‘ The
doctor asked t wh® had done this? Who had cleaned this car and left:
everyth:mg@ ntact° And the two smiling Jamaicans said. '1s
Hampstead i A wonderful and true story which I hope you will X
read for rselves, And for me the moral of it is that Jamaicayf and
‘Jamaicans are not as bad as we sometimes make them outs There is an '
enormous fund of love and goodwill and honesty among the ordinary people
of this island. All they demand for giving it is that they should be -
given the same in return. The Better Jamalca i1s all about us: all we heae

to do is to find it. Goodnight. . |



T G T W T T
No 348 i Telephone Striké“ﬁ”*}ﬂbﬁrﬂ"
) ‘ ‘ “ o

NEWS COMMENTARY ‘ / _ G S
For transmission on ‘ A el
Monday Feb 12 at 6.15p.m ‘ g
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: It looks very much as though things are really
going to start popping from now on until after April th%h, when ,;fl“g

we have caet our votes. Indeed they have already stapfe ping withu\ﬁ
the reﬁufn of the country's leaders from the suc v ndependence uﬁ
conference, I am glad that everything is moVin ch a great lick, g
It is a good that eur elections are not gojng e drag§ed out., It \ $
is good that we will know within two mogt ch party 1s'going tio' ;

form the first government of anindepqg\-L Jamaica . To have dragged

this process out, to have delayed ons until June or July, would o3

only havevhelpe to create co on- and uncertainty, and that is -'@
something Jamaica cannot t this moment in time. We want 'laht—:;se‘;-I
important issues settl learly and as quickly as possible so that*<
we can' get on with much more important Job of creating a G
decent life for citizens of this country. And fmr this 1s :%ﬁ
going to dem all of us that we make a giant effort to understand

-all the 1 before us so that we may choose wisely‘and in the best
1nteres;§5:§>the countrvahen April lbth comes around., But I will
return to this subject again. Tonight I would like to talk about the i
current telephone strike because it, too, forms a part of that greater
understanding for which we uust work,
Now the 1ssues in this strike are very clear.IWage negotiations
. have been going on'for some time now. The National Workers Union, has;\
I understan‘p made a demand for @ geng;alvwage increase of TS% !or ong/
year. In answer to this the Company has offered a wage increaseﬁn;
10% for one year or else a 15% increase for a two year period. Tneh

Union rejected this offer. So the company said, all:%ght, Tet us put



-

the whole matter to arbitration. 'The Company also undertook to acoeptg

whatever award came out of the arbitration. But the union rejected:“

3

. this offer as well and gso at midnight on Saturday the strike was on.f

The Union also rejected a plea from the: Ministry of Labour to postpone

the strike for twenty-four hours so that the Ministr try an ’}
‘work out & acceptable settlement. Those are the %cts behind i

the strike., What are we to make of them?

First, I do not think the matter had ray

chues of negotiation had

Company had rejected the;i
| ¢ ! |

union's demand out of hand the W% ould have had a very much o

& point where thereq

wag any need for a strike as yet. All t Q
not yet been explored and exhausted, n

e |
A

stronger case for strike acti the company made a compromise ’;Tﬁ
offer; and when the union r d that the company offered arbitaatiog
with an advance commit o accept the arbitration award, however

it went. ‘It does B e a pity that we should have this elaborate
,4‘

machinery for nego\ on and arbitration, and then not to make full

use of it. As g8, 1t looks as though the matter will end up by
going ion but we will have had an unnecessary strike from
which H\Q§E>r the workers nor the company will benefit and which has
only brought inconvenience to the country as a whole.'

To round off the picture the present wage.structure in the 1ﬁdustﬁ
is that senior technicians get 815.8;0 a week with the lowest grage
“technician getting a mimimum of £5.12.6. with rising scales inf¥etween,
The Clerical staff begin at £6.12,6 in the trainee category and rise to
£14.3.0 a week But the main point is that the workers shoudd q§ve

gone throuéﬁ one more stage before resorting to strike action,

Goodnight.
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x ¢
Good evening: One a@f thing; end possibly the most outstanding i}

k7
v

thing that made the Jamaican independence conference s Soue and

i so wonderful was the spirit of unity shown byithe l<%é§;§ of ‘the two_.s

4

parties, The leaders of both parties reaiised Q}naica'and the s  ‘,.( :£
fa)

interests of Jamaica were more important tha‘iz~. r parties and the ,‘f

infcerést.s of their parties. This,I feel@ ething that can never'
bel stressed too much, It -is somethi@ ich our leaders hgve S
served us remarkébly well, and X th;ﬁg‘ is is something we can and  ?
.must learn from our leaders, espec ‘ y in the hectic weeks that wyl; t

5

lead up to April 10th.

I think that unles rn this lesson We may, in our passion
and in our partisan @ent do things'that will hurt Jamaice and
damage the best i s of all her people, I think it would be a %gﬁ

B! .t,\

tragedy, for \Nﬁfﬂ:, 1f after this wonderful display of political
maturity eaders we were to behavé‘in a spifit of political
irrespagsiN11ty. And the danger ofﬁghqt_is very real,

Only last week we had an ugly display of labour violence at thq%t;

Trafalgaf Park Housing Development pqoject ﬁhen rival gangs of workers'
attached to our twpo, ma jor ﬁnions foqght egchfother with machetes and, i
iron bars and sticks gnd stones,’ Tﬁis was as nasty and ugly a displéy‘
of irresponsibility as gve cou;d havg, .Thié was the law of the Jung;é;j

1‘ ‘.' ¥

.the law of hboliganigm, disglieed as trade unionism. And let me say ‘

' quite frankly thit I %p.dgsperately'diéappoipted that so far n?nevof,j
our union leéders h%ve publicly condemmned *this labbur‘hooliganf%m? 1; 
This sort o??ihavigag‘ﬁs ne good for the ?qqqt;¥4anq it ce?t;iply ii

@



no good for the trade union movement in Jamaica.

And no sooner had our delegates arrived in Montego Bay on $undéjﬁ$

|

v

when there was a clash between the supporters of the L.L.P. and the’rﬂﬂ

P.N.P. If the reports from Montege Bay are correct then some P.N.P,

supporterg went to a J.L.P. meeting and'étartéd'the tr ol this;”}

% |
9

was in fact the casé 'then I hope the P.N.P. leader@ 1l issue! fqﬁ

very firm instructions to its'supporters to le ’3\@. . meetings

|

!

alone, But of course:the fault is never oni 'n ne side and you aré}‘
as 'rliable to have ardent J.L.P. support kg to break up P.N.P. i
meetings as you are liable to have supporters trying to ; :
bfeak up J.L.P. ﬁleetings. | \ : * |

- I think it would be a very M‘ohing. if our trade pn‘ion _Vleaderf”:l.
‘would get together and agrge csue goint directivés to their b
followers not to act as and strike breakers ana trouble makeré; 

I know that because,o pélitical structure of our labour movement 

it would not sui pne of our uﬁions to take such action on its *ﬂt

own., This 1is of¥those unhappy problems of the tall wagging the
- dog. But gu all our unionltcould(arrive at and honour an agreemen£
on stagdaNgs ®f conduct and behavioﬁg gmong their followers, Indeeﬁ , 
‘this“mig Lo Lt way of getting outjo?,the sad situation of the ta%}ﬁ
wagging the dog so violently. T

And .1 do hope 'that both Busté:énd Manleay will make it Quite elgar
to théir\followers that they expect from aii of us the same high B/
standard of good behaviour that they thgmselves‘showed in London, If ‘
they do, thén our co@ing eleétions m.y:not be marréd by ug&inegs and
violence, 4 Goodnight. g A | ;
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Good evening: The silly season of election promises will coon be

wiﬁh us so, with your permission, I want to get in my ‘;E:’ist of ﬁ%

promigses. 1! @
N

First, I promise to every male Jamaican f age of fiftemn :

upwards a regular weekly income of fifty sh? a week for as long,,"
h

as he is unempléyed. And if this male J as a wife and three

children, then I promise that the go Wt I form, if you elect me, =
will see 1o it that he géts an addi allowance of one pound for
his wife and ten shillings a we;;\ﬁgf each of his children. This’Woﬁld
give an unemployéd man witly a and thrée children five pounds |
a week, In addition to "®if he has been‘upemployed for more

than three weeks, h get a tabbacco allowance of five'shillings j
; . v ﬁ.
a week and a rum wvance of five #Hillings a week, So much for _“*:

A

coping with tgRnune p;oyment problem, All you have to do is vote for

me and I @ lve it. 1In additioh,'l promise pensions for everybody

¥
- Men wigdl t their pensions from the &ge of sixty and women from the
L ) I

age of sixXty-five because they are known to live longer than men., ¥
0f course, unlike all the other'péliticians who want your votes, I do .

hot expect you to make: any égntribution to the pencsions scheme,
. y ’ :

To the tnade ugioné T gpoﬁiéé'complete and total govermment .

support for 211 théir wage démands, and for those poor people who have
I - . &

s I Y 3

. < E ] '
to work for a Iivinéi‘l promise a three day, twenty four hour working
y ‘ J .
week, And 1if a@x eﬁpLgyer objectsito this' I promise to nationalise

his industry and hand it over to the poor workers who will then be ;
' SRR b oHE
free to run it"as they "wish, :

s o A , :
To theffarmers I promise unlimited supp}ies of-mpneyeanﬁ

o

¥ . ¥ Ly
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matérials in the form of subsidies and grants and thé like, I mromigéj;
to pay half the farmers' wage bills and I promise to give them an ':
unlimited supply of cheap labour and I shall see that their labourersi
work for them for ten hours every day. I also promise the farmers‘an, 
assﬁred market for all their crops. All the farmer h @io is to

A
e

vote for me and all his troubles are over. o

I promise a new deal for our merchant co x I shall protecti‘
them from unfair foreign compettition and IQmga i ;
reuf

ntroduce a labour
code which will ensure that they do not fer from strikes

lock-outs and the like; /and since t good Jamaicans my governmeﬂ
will gaara.ﬁtee that their margin oi\ 1t does not fall below thirty
percent.

To foreign investors Nomlse cheap labour, tex-free kbhZkdgyx
holidays for five yearg & whole heap of other incentives' about
whichr I will talk privately at a closed meeting for féreign i
investors only. | e S . 4

To the ’&giwi es, those most important of all voters, I promise
to introdge i1l which will make i*% compulsory for all stores to
sell em Yood and clotﬁing at rate Wpich they really can afford.

I ehall also see that hairdressefa’ and beauty parlour charges aref&
cut very drastically and that their hquands spend at least three
evenings a week atshome or out with them. For all these reasons, ladig
and géntlemen, I ;skfyou for your votes; and I think you would be

be fools to “vole for»me or anyone else who comes along with a whole

w ‘ . - i )
heap of 1mpoesible promises, . Sd please,.wnen the promises start’comir

*

' ¢ \
in be on your gg&rd; ﬁ}amine them garefully ® most of them may Just be

electioneering hot air.. Goodnight. “ : ’4
L & AL : #

2 BN
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Thursday Feb 15 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahame speaking

Good eveﬁing: It looks very much as though the telephone strike

r'

will be with us for the rest of this week And as far as am concerned;

the continuation of the strike is part of the unnece unfortunaﬂ

pattern that was responsible for its beginning. Y remember that 1

it was on Monday evening that I sketched for yo ackground of 1T

‘this strike, I told you then that I.though t kers' representatives

should have gone through one more stage tiation before resorting
to strike action. ?
!

 Well, on Tuesday morning whe ion and the Company representd&
met at the Ministry of Labour union changed its mind about ‘iﬁ
arbitration and proposed L _dispupe be settled by arbitration

q

under the Trades Dispu(@ tration and Enquiry Law. The union said
the strike’;mmeﬁiately if the Coﬁpany agreed’

it wes willing to cal

to this procedune. th Comepny;representatives now declared that l?
they could ﬁ Q\abit themselves untiiﬁlhey had eonsﬁlted their |
directors, the directors ceuld not meet before Saturday. In answer
to this’5:§>nlon natural;y sa%d that the continuation of the strike
must now be blamed on the Company. It seems to me that dn this point

the Union hag@ reason on if%s side.*

In the light of these developments it seems to me that we, the

general public who are the victims of this inconvenience, are entitled

to ask a number of Que%}ions of both the company and the union.

I should 1ikKe to #know why the union XkE resisted the idea of
arbitrationvuntil.Tuesday.ufix If they had agreed when the company firﬁ;
proposed arbitratioh there would héve been no need to call a strike?

And *why, after resisting arbitration, are théy now willing to go to
L

+

\ e



‘arbitration. 4nd I should iike to know why the company, after p&ép&siﬁé
a settlement by érbitration, should now éuddenly appear to be draggingnl
its feet., The company had declared itself in favour of aﬁbitration; |
Surely it must have had the views of its directors before making that
declaration. So why must it now first consult its dir And 1f" @
the interests of the general public weré in fact rgongd as being |

paramount then surely an emergency meeting of @ ctors could

have been called before Saturday., It seems that once again

the podr subscriber has been taken for We are expected to

foot the bill and we are also expect t up with all the delajs o
and inconveniences which in this nst at least, ¢ould have been
avoided. I really think that oth company and the union owe the
long suffering public a muc arer and fuller explanation than we
hgve so far had. Bot nion and the company are partners in the i
business of selling ce to the general public. And let us face {é
11 ﬁhe public is g a pretty ?QOP service today because of a ‘éi
very poorly ha‘gsgg dispﬁte between these partners, And 1 do not ihink"

N

d have been handled quite as badly if there had been

this disp
jgard on both sides for'the general public.

One last word on this unfortunate'business. The union has firmly
condemned tpe Cuttiﬁg oﬁ telephqne{cables and I hope ihis wanton
destruction will étop. It¥s stﬁpid and éehéeless and benefits nobodj:

" So let us put an‘endato it.’Wé can bé creative and constructive even &
whén .we have ldbo%r.dméputes: that ig the hallmark of national maturitj

. " @Go6ddanight.

- -
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NEWS COMMENTARY

Friday Peb 16 at 6.15p.m et
Peter Abrahams speaking :

Good evening: = The news of the General Strike in British Guiana%w

has come as a surprise to most people, and there are m questions L
being asked, What does this general strike mean? Ha suddenly

lost the support ef the Guianese people? And ho \ ead ies this

: ﬁ
Well, let us try and find some answe ese questions. Firéﬁ‘g
let us get the current facts clear, kae has crippled all ,"

govermment and commerdégal busines's.\g;E

strike? Is it political? And who are the peo § enInd it? R ﬁ

s are that well over 40,000 - ﬁ
j

workers are out and thetthe Brit ana Trades Union Council whicﬁFq
3 ! 1&

is the co-ordinating body foﬂ‘i:qg twenty-six unions has officially m

Iy
| A
called the strike. So t

he biggest official strike ever callgd“

By all the major unio@ hat country. : /
The backgroupd e strike takes us back to the beginning of

(ﬁirét

polected linister of Finance, Dr. Charle‘&
'

this month wheg\s§
Jacob, outl h¥s Budget proposale,in parliament., Dr., Jacob

announiic::f.L gber of very gweeﬁiﬁg xkxxgxx new, tax proposals and

A

financig strfotions. L - . "
- .&’ ~ "

opoeals is a cdmpulsory savinge scheme under which

Among&;ﬂ

allwokers who .ﬁnﬁrover a 100 dollars amonth = that is Jjust, about

£20 a month = mist give up a portion of their Wages to the government

]

in excHange for Bonds which cannot be transferred and which will

of $6 million or roughly £1 million plus from this item alone. !
Another proposal Was for EWEERXIR wide-ranéing tax increases on
consumer goods - food, clo@hiné, drinks and the like which he hopedﬂfw
would bring in an additional $8 million or roughly £1,3 million.

\ @y
- v .AA
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Dr. Jacob also proposed new taxation of gifts, on propertieefovéff
$50,000 in value, on stocks and shares. He proposed a higher rate
of income taxg with lower rates of tax relief, higher stamp dutxea}'fﬁ
higher-charges for hotel licences, pawnbrokers, bonded warehouses,
s ,moneylenders :
restaurants, rum shops/and the like, He also proposed ‘EE;>r taxes

|

on motor vehicles, Hé also proposed sweeplng new

firms and non-resident companies and a reducti@ tax holdflays.

business

In short, Dr. Jacob's Budget proposals irastic and far-

reaching, If put into operation, these e§ proposals would result
in very radical changes in the econb e of the country. Anybody
earning over SéO a month v\vould be mo%avily taxed than ever _before',_,%‘
and the higher you go in the incgg\~ﬁ%acket,.the heavier the tax i
burden. The workers in partgc would have felt the pinch g of thg?ﬁ
compulsory savings schemé the higher téXes on consumer goo@s.
But every section o @e ilanese éo'ciety would have had to pay'heavil;j
for the governmeng welopment plans. And so you had this pretty o
general react agMnst® the®Bidget proposals. And this led to ,'7
Tuesday's 1 stoppagevof work, first in commercial Georgetown,
and thg tlie general strike théh bfought everything virtually to
a stopd o Wedngsday. |

Mr. Richard- Ismael, th spokesman and leader of B.G.'s T,U.C.
has said this st;ike is.not political and he Will call it off as soon.
as Dr., Jagan scraps this proppsed Budget., Other political groups, hqw-
ever, have called for Jagan's resignation. Sd where does B.G. go from

here? I will try to answer thisg questiong tomorrow. So till then,

Goodnight,

»
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For transmission on
Saturday Feb 17 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking |

Good evening: I think it would be a very serilous mistake for

the British Government, or anybody else for ﬁhat mattq‘iifiinterpret~
the B.G. General Strike as a vote of no confidenbe Guilanese :

4
g

people in the XEYRRRXEREXANR 1eadersﬁ1p of -Dr, here is a
tendency for éome.people to see it in this ' and this is
particularly marked with people who are to Jagan ¢ politicg!“i
views, I think, for instance, that b . Forbes Burnham, the |
leader of the People!s National Gor& / and Mr. Peter D'Aguiar, # ;‘
the leader of the United Force, E\glpopefully seeing 1t in this ‘*“

light, But I think that an ?pt by the British Government to s].'*
n

down B.G's jadvance to in ce on this score is likely to mean

serious trouble.  Ja t111 the political number one man in g{,
; h g
British Guiana) d ss he loses his head over this General Strikﬁ”

he will remai

at 'position fof a long time to come. So the

/ L
first thing d say isythat the strike does not mean a weakening

|

of Jagan

. : i» ' 2 r
pWwerful hold,on the hearte and minds cf the majority ofs

¥ L]

% :

Guianes ‘ ",
I think he has:blundered in that he ha° not prepared his people:

more carefully once he had Qecided to undertake these drastic

economic steps, But I aldo ‘think we ouglt to bear in mind that just

as Kingston is not all of Jamaica so Georgetown is not all of British_

Guiana., And at B,G.'s last gengral elections Jagan deliberately did.

not put up any candidate in Georgetown.  The P,P.P. left all fhe

Georgetown seats to D'Aguikr and Burnham and concentrated ing&egd i

in the country areas.,gnf phis'General Strike hag been a Géorléwn

%

based affair. We 8o not*have much idea of uhat the mass of the Indian!

{ : i
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people’in the remote country areas feel about his Budget prqposala}fV
7 ‘ ' 3 | ‘ ) ; : Ny v","..;!
My own guess is that they will be inclined to go along with Jagan.}fitﬂ

i 5 N
t i

After all, his proposals arc intended to benefit them by getting the‘

necessary money to open up and develop the Guianese hinterland,. ',f

On the other hand, Jagan's popular majority at th eral 3

election was not £o gecisive as to allow him to ign strong f

| ';-L
feelings of the people of Georgetown. Georgetov financial

and economic . i

and commercial/heart of the country and the 1 the people in {

the country areas are still very greatly ced by what happen%'*ﬁ

in Georgetown. '

1
\

Jagan's present dif ficulties ax real and should be under- #
0w

standable, The vast majority of H§§~’;
and_ fundsfor development are Vsoluue necessity. To a man of his

ple live in extreme poverty . g

ideas the redistribution country's wealth seems a logical andﬂa

B
]
Sy

reasonable function o ment., But any government exercn.sing .
power in a democrati iety has to deal with a vast multitude of *ﬂ
In a. npn-democratic government, in some form & i

conflictin ini
of benevole torship, it is easy to overrrule these conflicting

interests pose. gbat 1alconsidered good for the country. In 81 }y
.
ocie%y, on the other hand, the government can only go as
i k'
far and as fast as the people will allow it po go. And the people are.
%

often those who c zmake the moot noise ani create tlhie mast ﬂisturbance

democrat

This, I think, is something hr Jagan should have known and bargained
for. It has now been forecibly been brought home to him. Hls people
have told him clearly what they do not want. How he reacts to this 1s |

important for B.G. and for all of us. Goodnight.



 NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Feb 19 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

sy L
SE seniyt I

ke el [

I

s ! . | ' ‘ ; g
Good evening: I am glad that the Telephone Company has decided |

to answer some of the questions I asked on Thursday ev‘EE:i, qoncerhiﬁé

the continuation of the telephone strike., You will {fe * I asked ;

|

why the company, after itself proposing a sett \ arbitration, |

should suddenly a@pear to be dragging its feet. also asked why ilef

union, after resisting arbitration until eMay of last week, sull v}

decided to go to arbitration after a% 11, in a big adverticement:

| , o
in today's Gleaner the company has\ its side of the answers; an;i;

in terms of getting a clearer uﬁa\‘syandlng of the issues invofved;
I ©ind this-statement very séziﬁﬂactory,which does not mean I agreqhi

with every point it puts d. But I do think the company haé put i

forward a }'easonable @ trong case for its position. ‘
It seems th real poiﬁt of difference between the bomﬁany

L

and the union ‘eig W reduced Jjtselfi to the way in'which the arbitrat&
and what he 1é to arbitrate on. Béfore the start of

is to‘be ch
. the sp:is:? d when no agreement’seemed possible, the company offé?éq
to submi 11l the disputes to arbitratian by an impartial and f
indepéndent arbitrator agreed on by thé union and the company, The
union rejected this'offer and called the strike, Then, on |Tuesday of
‘laét week the union decidefl to go to arbitration, but with a differeﬁq
According to the company's offer the union and the company would agree
on the arbitrator; but according to the union's propqsal 1t would be
the Cabinet that would choose the arbitrator under the Trades'Diéputes
Arbitration and Enquiry Law, So both had now.reached the point where

they agreed on arbitration but not on how the arbitrator shbuld be

chiosen.,



2

8o far, the union has not explained why it is opposed to arbitrati:

by an anbitratof chosen jointly by the union and the company. Today th¢

company has explained why it is opposed toAan arbitrator being appointg
: ' ' In essence, ' , y

by the Cabinet under the Law, /it says that in present-day Jamaica

we live with the fact that each of our two major trad ns is

closely connected with one of our majof politica S Therefdre,

the Cabinet which represents the political pa ]::$\power, must of

neceséity be’ a part of this close connectio?eaeen the union al}&«

the party. (Let me point our here th&t@ does the/company's’&z%‘i
Se 1

stamement spell these things out qu'49

‘but it is there and you cannot misN point of it). And so the & ﬂdq

early as I am doing now: _
5 ; hgVe )
company feels it is unsatisfactor at amounts to an interested parﬁy

[
choose the arbitrator. Ju »it says, must not only be done, it magﬂ

also appear to be doneg the company 1is opposed to the Cabinet
PG Ji!!'L ANK Jrv;pﬁA;?ﬁyuuﬂa'ﬁ'mt;dzv;zi4ﬁﬁbc;Lﬂ
aprointing 'an arbiiga nder the Law. feels that for justilce tcl,
be done and'alsol ear to be done'Lhe unioﬁ‘and the company shoulé
jointly agre \an arbitrator, dtigeems to me that whether we aér-ee
with the LoNDMY orlnot, this is a:very strong argument. Qur unions
are tieé:zy political parties~énd the faet that I personally think't{
ihat our Cabinet will not’make a partisan selection does not weaken
the strength of the company's caée on an issue of principle, What I dc¢
hope though is thét while this matter is being sorted out, ;222 partic
will agree to a resumption without prejudice to either side, Over av
thousand workers went home without pay packets on Friday and 1 am surs
this has caused great hardship, so please settle this matter as soon

“

as possible, Goodnight,
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Tuesday Feb 20 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

N

Good evening: I endned my comments last night by éaying'that i
last Friday over a thousand workers went home without ay~packets s
and that this must have caused a great deal of hards SEE§>a number of

families, Now that Was_thé sort of statement that q ployers and

most enemies of trades unionism would selze o ;égp Jowerful argument

TR

hat this is the

1

gituation and that strike action alm ariably means hardéh1p and§“

against strikes or even againstxtrédé unioni

#

belf, It is of course
- 4

nothing of the kind., Indeed, the worker

When

suffering for themselves and the;:\::? ies. And so they are not likely
to resort to strike action 11i tly.¥YYou can be sure that/workers decide

to go on strike the reasons

t either be very compelling or else
they can win thelr case over a very short
space of/time.‘And ohe of the serious weaknesses of our labour
movement in Jamai nd, it is a weakness that leads to all sorts of

veryigbad resu \ o,

If a strike and it 1& not settled in quick time the

- workerNfe the pinch and this becomes desperate if the strike goeé.

on for a long time. And then the workers may resort to the desperate
measures of desperate people. They may try to force the issue by Y
resorting to threats or violence; they mayttry to damage machines,v
set fire to crops, cut cables, break windows, beat up the managerial
staff and the like; Now, the standard thing is to denounce this and
to read the workers lectures on good behaviour. Or else we blame |
subversive elements, This is the'easy way out. : .,

F ‘ But the result of all this is that our union leaders know that

fh any strike time is aqainst them, They must win and win ouickly or



-else they might find themselves deserted for the rival unlion when nextyé
representational'pell comes along. And so the union leaders, too are *ﬂ

/

1nfeeted with the sense of desperation of their members. And so you )

|

find them condoning or defending things and acts which are wrong, and j?

this, in the long run, leads to an attitude of almost rate

irresponsibility, of a desire to get a8 qulck victor >price.-%nd,

so threats, violence, coercion tend to become w X n our labour

disputes,

And this, from the point of vtew of erall national integt@
of the country, is a most unhealthy s affairs which could, in,aﬁ
moment of crisis, destroy the stabil d orderliness offthe.whole1'"

society. : V

So what is the answer? I%ns to me that there 1s only one anéwe;
that will be real and eff e and that 'is for the unions to organisé

their finances in su @ y that they will be in a position to give |

their members'strd ' for as long as an official strike lasts,

This would at er

move the desperation which hits the worker when

settled in @ week or so, It would also put the unions
’

a dispute
in a stgondr position when they deal with employers offer strikes,

The leade would be under much less pressure for a gquick settlement
and there would be less fear of members deserting to 'the other side'i
I think that once the workers are sufficiently secure finahcially to
hold out for a reasenable length of time without getting desperate, )L
then the whole labour relations picture will undergo. a healthy revoluti
ary change for the good of both the workers and the country. Thie can g
done; it is up to our union leeders to work out the ways and meens. |

Rl

Goodnight.
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Go‘od eve.‘ning: One of the really difficult things in this modern‘
world of Cold Wars, world power blocs and Journeys int ce, is to |
decide just what is subversive., What is subversive w does one .
decide that any given thing, any attitude, any \ s to be ban.ned
as.subverS1ve or dangerous?

" Ever since I heard about the two st from our univer31ty

‘college who had & body of literature when they came back from ;

a sort of unlversity exchangé visit I have been trying to

nuzzle out this big problem, The s that these young people brought
from Cuba were apparently n t e banned llst but our security |
offlclals regarded then ous 80 they seized them, And I now
understand that the G is to decide on whether they should be

on the banned lis ) X P |

And sinc binet is going to deal with this matter, there are
two additi@a ters which I'think our Ministers should also look P
at in pes (I hope the 'dangerous literature' matter has not been

|
\

dealt wi therwise the case I kave been acked to raise might go by
the board in default, as it were).

So let ue get back to the guestion of what is subversive gr'
dangefous. : g ‘ g

The other day I was told of an American tourist who had come herei
to spy out the land in order to advise the shareholders in his compaﬁ&
on whether Jamaiéa would be a good investment field for some of their
not wery acéive money. Liké the shrewd and sharp businessman he was,
this man dressed up as a dumb tourist in the loudest, of shirts, hired

B
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a small car and drove off to get the pulse of the country. e
The first timé he saw the red flag he made a note to tell his
directors that we too had our communist problem, But he did not go

very far before he saw another red flag and he kkmmgkEf made a note to

£}
- tell his directors that the U,S. would have to do some because
our communist problem looked serious° But a little n he saw
another red flag and his heart senk; and so he counting the

red flags,. He wcnt from one end of Jamaica to CR her and everywhel
he saw red flags, And there were so many e juct could not keep
up his counting. i : & |
This poor mah retufned to Kinx ith a very heavy heart after
his island. tour. Jamaica, he dec%was beyond hope. But he was a.ngry

with his government too. They talked a lot about Cuba but they had

not told the American pe thing about red dotted Jamalica with all

its communist flags., ‘f
It was in thi rit of despair that he went.to the airé?rt

to go home Jus as ¥ great man was réturning héme to Jamaica from a

triumphant ce abroad, And there were thousands and thousands {

of people lcome the great man. He stood and watched, and as thé

great ma epped out of the plane thousands and thousands of hands

0

)

went up in the salute of the clenched fist and the great man respog?aﬂk
in like manner., The American fainted clean away., Well, ladies and”
gentlemen, where do we go from here? Are red flags and clenched fists'

more or less subversive than books from Cuba? How do you decide?

What did that poor American decide? Goodnight., v
¢ ’ ol
e . ’ .
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|

Good evening: The American gpaceman, John Glenn, circled xhn-odgg
earth three times on Tuesday. He stayed up in outer gp for four hour.
and fifty-six minutes,‘and in that. time he travellegfa d ance of more

than 81,000 miles. For two of his three trips r \ earth Glenn '

o
himself guided his spacecraft. And then he c:-me to earth and was ﬂ
plucked safely out of the sea. And all th of the United States,
as well as millions of other people a r the world, sighed with ‘ﬁﬁ

relief, \ 7
| g It was not just the relief tNgt F3llows on a great and tr'lcki i

the American nation. And in a sense 1t is our knowledge of these thingt

¢« Glenn had been killed@ attempt, the American loss would h%e been
f

mission which was successfullsiiigried out., There was much more to 1t,

and everybody knew 1it. merican space attempt had failed, 1f

N

more than just the 4 a man and the fallure of an attempt., It

_would have bee ible and crushing political and psychological

blow to th States‘and all her allies in the Cold War befween‘
,communism n emocracy. In terms of the dold War, failure of the
American empt could and would have been used as proof that the K
American system in particular, and democracy in general, are inferior
to the communist system. The Americans, and all the world knew fnis.v_‘

And yet the Americans conducted all the proceedings thatlled up ;o

. 9

publicity., We knew about every single delay and postponement; the o

Tuesday's successful space flight, in the full.glare_of world-wide

anxietles were openly dscussed; and we knew of all the misgivings of

“ﬁ
our knowledge that the Americans entertained the possibility of '

failure, the knowledge tha; Glenn himself knew that he ndsked death
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‘and had said that even if he died in the attempt he wanted his country-

men to go on with the space programme: it is our’knowledge of all: "
theserthingS‘that has made this American space shot sezé/iggﬁ spectac;ii
and infintely more human ﬁhan the two previous Russian space flights, °
: We oniy knew about the Russiah shots when the me v%slre‘ady up
in space, when success seehed assured, If there ha ﬁiég,any faiiures_'
before, if there had been any delays, any disas \ese were kept

from the world and we only had rumours and sp ions about them,
Only the successes were'recording and a , And thls is one of &
the basic differences between what ar openrsocieties and closed

L

_ societies, In the open society evqﬁg::} , failures as well as %
b

gaze of all the world, In the

successes, are laid bare to thg pu
closed society what the worls i; told and shown is carefully sele%ted

and carefully edited. s why the closed sockéty has an appearance (

. o
almost superhuman in ity. It supresses its failures and tells
only of its succes ut in the long run this becomes self-defeating

as we have see \the case of the céllapse of the infallibility of

en fallure has to be admitted, it shakes the closed
socliety iys very foundations. '

But perhaps the greatest achievment of Glenn's successful space
flight was Mr. Khrushchev's proposal yesterday that Russia and America
should pool their space efforts for the benefit of all mankind. If it §
comes to anything then John Glenn's flight may yet contribute to a éﬂ
more peaceful world for us and for our children, .

. : Goodnight,
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Good .evening: It is very good hews that the Eséq refinery'Willj 1
soon become more than something we Jjust hear or talk aboyd. E&rly :
next month the dredging operation is expected to begiypr a¥ tpe site for f
the Befinery at Hunts Bay. It is planned to reclai %eable acreage |
‘ . | weration, And

between 60 and 7O Jamalicans will be employed % ly by the company

which will carry out the reclamation worl%

of land from the sea near the Esso terminal by

in addition to this

local contractors wkll also be hired dredging company andAthis;U*
in turn, will provide work for ot £~}§maicans. And thls dredging work
is expected to go on for abou$m nths, S0 in the first phase of

the operation regular work wiNJ\be provided for certainly not less

’

than a hundred Jamaicmz:::} probably twice or three times that .

\

number. = - \'
" The secénd PhaNgthe building of the refinery; will pro;ide’ﬁﬁgkx

for a year and xlf for between 600 and 800 Jamaicans, 'This will' be'
the pliase will be of most direct help to our unemployment problem.v

" In the tNLrd)phase, when the refinery goes into actual production,

150 to 160 Jamaicans who have received special training, will get.
permanent Jjobs at the refinery. But all this 1s of course only one
~aspect of the whole thing. The company is golng to need secretarial, -

- clerical and messenger staff; it Qill probably need drivers and the :
’iike; the peéple who come here are going to need houses to live in;
they are going to need people to work:.in their homeg; they areAgoing
to buy food and clothing. And all thie 1is going to put more money into
circulation and it is going to create a neﬁ call for serviceé, gnd‘this 

W

in turn might create more jobé in&iiglds completelyjunco 5i£:ed_with?-

v

" &
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.the refinery. In addition to all this the setting up of the refinery tﬂ
ie going to bring more money to the government in ‘the form of taxes
_ J bl :

‘and the like. And this money ls going to mean thatAmuch more to be

spent on:the xixxxiixixxxtmn dévelopment projects which must be ﬁ%

carried through if the ﬁeople of Jamaica are to get de
décent:water supply throughout the island, and allA < |
demand such as more gchool buildings and more h?‘t and a bette'r.__ ﬂ
medical service. So 1t is for very selfish r that I am glad thiéf
refinery is finally going into operatio {<23-.' 1 benefit the Jamaican

economy . @ .
4 ' 4 L
But there is a' second and equajx ortant aspect S0 my ple*ﬂre\_j

EE.r

{

at.the coming of the refinery anﬂ came out in the speech of the
President of Esso, Mr. L.J.Br . &t the Chamber of Commerce lunch
on Wednesday. Mr. Brewer on the responsibility of business in a

developing soclety a d ade some very striking suggestions. lﬁ

gl

suggested that th ) ess community could help education bg supplzphg

machinery and

!N%;n.eded laboratory equipment to schools and by offerﬁ

&y

awards of r ccaolarsnips to putstandina students, -He suggestedt

loan ol our~H Clubs for social projects or experiments., He

suggeste@ aat/busineéses sponsored exhibitions of art and sculpture,

literary cbntests, and participated generally in the éocial, educatiéna
‘amd cultural life of the community. I liked his ideas very much, I :
think Jamaica can do with more ideas like this in our business .
community; especially 1f they are translated into reality. If the q‘.&?
Esso concern helps to ecreate a hgightened sense of social responsibilit
in our business community then its contribution to Jamaica will indeed-
.be important, both socially and materialiy. And we need this.

s , Goodnight.
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X
Good evening: Voting in India's third general elections since l-ﬁ

210

independence, has just ended. We do not yet know what oportion of
the electorate of 2% million people have actually SS:E;!

ir votes; i
k]

it may take a little time before we get this. But voters will .
choose 494 representatives to eit in ‘the lower r of Parliament,
which is the equivalent of our House of Repr » atives, They will

also ch oée 2,930 members to sit in the te assemblies of the

&
2

Indian subcontinent., This is the election in the world where

yuu have parliamentary democracy\n operation and where opposing #

parties can, in freedom and.W§E523t fear, put up candidates to oppose,?

the pafty in power. Indg total Indian electorate is greater i&
than the populationso e and Britain and Canada and Australia.
| And so India can fa d accurately be descrlbed as being physicailg
. the greatest dgmoc in our world, But even so, it ie Just aboutl
one-giiiﬂ 0 gN\to’cal Indian population of somewhere in the region %
of 400 people who have the vote, You do of course get
confli figures but even they only stress massiveness of India.

Let me give you a few more facts to underline the great size of]'
this country and its population. It has a land area of 1,269,640
square miles, and about 250,000,000 acres of this land is under
cultivation. About/three-quarters of the population is engaged th
aréibulture_and India is one of the world's leading producers of ﬁéa,
cotton and tobacco; and there is a réally massive population of
dairy cattle though no beef cattle are raised, There ls also a vast
industrial undertakingg, w1th the Tata iron and steel works near :

LAk
Calcutta as ther+largest of 1tirk1nd in all Asia, There ie-more than
% s -L
. et

y
o

i (v
A
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35,000 miles of railways; there are a‘250,000 miles of roads withoﬁt
counting the rbads‘of the great cities; there are about 400,000
regiétered moﬂbr vehicles; about 50,000 post offices; befween 8,000 'il
and 10‘OOO telegeeph offices; there are 330 dally newspapers and aboﬁf
4,300 monthly, weekly and other publications; there ar OOO
telepliones and between 700,000 and 800, OOO radio s re are abouf

3 500 c1nemas which at one time can seat an au \ 2% million

people; and India produces 300 full-length es films each year.
'I hope this gives you some idea of the 9 bigness of India. P
In this election the main part the ruling Congress Party

|
T

led by Mr. NHehru (which is expected\ n again), the Communist Par:t,y
which held 30 seats in the outgoi arliament the Praja Soclalist
Party, which is a non=-Commyni ftwing group with 18 seats in the

L

last parliament; thé Jan Party held only four seats in the

: ‘1ast parliament and ipre‘_aching a form of Hindu chauvism and Hindu

l‘.ﬁﬁ:
race hatred agai orities, 'especially against the losgems im Indi:
Finally ther N tb® Freedom Party which was founded three years ag6;
and which_ 1 testing its first election. This party is led by men

who wegre rierly top leaders inside Nehru CongreSs‘Party but left

Congress wecause they felt it was too socialistic. The leader of this
Indian
party was the only/Governor-General before India became a Republic.

This 1is the background to the masgive voting that has just ended

e A e

in India. And&}be results of this election W
: R
India and because of the position it

because of the size pof

ccupies.in the world, and hecauéu
of the quality of its leadership, an influence what happené in the

world far more signifacantly than many of us realise., Goodnight.
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|

Good evening: If the India general elections, about which I spokéf

; : i
last night, can by used to symbolise democracy in massive and peacefuli

,and creative action, then what is happening in Algeri n the 5 Q3
Rhodesias can be used to symbolise democracy in an\g’ying and :
destructive crisis, And the heart of this cris at in both Algeri

and the two Rhodesias minority groups are pr to destroy khexymey

Rakrizxm® democracy itself rather than g% the unddue pbivei‘eges “'a’;‘
they enjoyed and still enjoy under t @ ction of the colonial set-uj
" Let us look at the Algerian gltusd n first. After monthe’ of

painstaking negotiations betwigé’:? rench Government and the Algeriag~

Nationallist movement, agree ‘seemed in sight. This agreement wouldJ i

: ' ' \

lead to the' end of the than seven-year-old war between the French
"

and the Algerians., S the points agreed on'were that there would:

be a cease-fire fo by a referendum in which the people would de'ﬁﬁ

whether they W M independence: France would give -up all claims to’!’
v ¥

the Sahar ited her oll interests are respected; she would also

gilve up Qer paval base and enter into a new lease agreement on it with
the Algerian governmént; the Algerians for thelr part agreed that all
the Ehropéans in the country would autométically become citizens for

" the first fdve years of independence; with all the rights of citi;enshﬁ}
Bu} of course they were free to opt out. Those_other Furopeans who Wante
Po retain French citizenship froﬁ the outset would be treated as
privileged ‘'foreigners' with certain guarantees, The Algerians also
agreed not to stage war trials against whites -who had’committed ‘ ;€
atrocities.

-

All this looked like a reasonable settlement®to & painful problem,
"
. - . %
.



But as soon as this was known the terrorist Seccrés Army Organisafion i‘;
of Algerian settlers went into action. And in one day a score and more]

people were murdered in Algeria and bombings and arson erupted all 0

over France, The Algerians settlers have a vested interest in slaughté&
|

and destruction and war. For them, the most dreadful jh hat could
happénris the: coniing of peace. And so they are doixv ything possi‘al‘j
to keep this bitter war going.

Further down the African continent, in tish' Central African

Federation which is made up of the two s and Nyasaland, Sir
Roy Welensky, the Federal Prime Mini ¢ given a broad hint “that'

his white gettler followers migh do X the white Algerians have done

if Britain carries out her ne r als for the area., These propooals
include a new constitution Qort

hern Rhodesia which would make 1t
»

possible for the overw blach majority to win political power
at the pplls, and a Government declaration that any unit kmrxik
territory of the ion can secede after about five years if it

4

‘wishes. Sir Ro \bitterly opposed to these proposals because, llke' 154
the Sout! cMs and the white Algerians, he sees any extension of
democrag.c Pights to the black majorlty as the death-blow to the
‘privileged position of the white}minority. Welensky is due in London
sometime ‘this week to fight out the metter with Mr, Macemillen. If botn_
Welensky and the British Government stick ﬁo their guns, then it is |
not impogsible Tor us to see the er;uption of an Algerian style wnlte
terroriet movement in the Rhodesias,t If this does‘happen then the alrea
weakened influence of the West in Africa is 1likely to collaose. The
colour bar may yet be the grave digger of democracy in Africa,

i g

Goodnight,
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Good evening: The news that work
to a stop is dietresing. We have less than six months go
independence celebrations and it is touch and go wh %
cah be finished on time. I think it is still pos 0 get

done, but only if it is treated kx as an urgen@o al effort by allf
concerned, So I hope that work will be resum ry quicklx and that’ﬁw
' ¥ {f

| ) A
' actors and *?&; i

when this happens both the contrector 0

will .come together and treat this'ag\Nl ergency operati
celebrat
i ndeed 1f we have to/RE

Andd now & word abo ' pirit in which we approach indep

» kR

Both the Jamalca Agri Society and Mr. Abe’Issa, among an

of groups and indiv have made ‘calls for a responsible approa

*to our coming ec The J.,A.S, has called on candidates to be
~pe¢itive, £ gNS\what they cen and will do if elected, rather th1
smearing Qo busing those who are opposed to them, And Mr, Issa has;;
warned‘\éZ},stpongly agaiﬁst ﬁaking pie-in-the-sky premises and aroﬁsiﬁ
prejudices aﬁd hatreds between one section of the community ned anotée#

I'am in complete support of these views. i think it is very “
important that we conduct this particular election campaign with moi%%ﬂ
reeﬁsnsibility and a greater absence of any hlnt of fraud and éiolence
than ever before. 1 think this because for the best interests of ﬂ‘g.
Jamaica this 1s a crucial election, More of the world's attentiony il

/

going to be focussed on us thanm has been the case in almost any #

previous election. And the world is going to judge us by the Wway in

-
which we conduct ourselvea. And as I have told you Hbfore we are
‘ '

4‘, ' 3t '
!‘: ¥ o | N
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'too small as a nation and too economically weak to adopt an ;I-aOhipJ%’
care' attitude If we give the world the impression that.we,are an.é%‘
unstable and»irresponsible people then nelither the international ‘]g
agencies nor the private investors are going to fall over fheméelvés ,
to help us: we may have great difficulties getting dev%ent loein_s *‘

or private investment. So this business of conduct@ elves 88 =

a responsible people 1s in our own interest and jt

d not be

difficult because that wx is what we basically My own personal

‘ feeling, and I have expressed it often en that Jam@@ﬁa and
Jamaicans have a higher degree of soci olitical miﬁﬁriZ%zénd

VL

; : j{=Ver o
stability than almost any society I n the so=-called under- -

developed wmr parts, of the world,

But of course, being resxizg%ble does not mean you have to be
mealy-mouthed about what% sider wrong. And there is the danger '
that some of the call @ sponsibility are really calls for no - " |

criticism under any

hstances, I think healthy criticism is a q

natural and heglth 2rt of any growing and evolving socliety, and I}
for one, do éi\ayr'ee with the idea that we must not criticise cer{ n 
institut ecaQSe it might scare business or investors away., I am 1
againsg\:ZEkructive criticiem, but I am all in favour of constructive
criticism. That is the way we help to correct the féults and flaws in
our institutions and make them function Eofe effectively for the |
benefit of the country and all its people. No person and no 1nstitutib§
érp so perfect as to be above ciﬁgticism. Our humen fallibility touchese
all we do. So, let their be criticism, but let it be constructive an%

creative. Goodnight, s

b
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Good evening: We have as an honoured visitor among us one of the
most influential men in the world today. That man is Mr, George Meany,
the President of the Federation of Labour and the Congress of Industria;
Organisations of the United States. The source of WMry Heany's great
influence and power is the fact that he is the head dr the largest
and poesibly the most united labour movement in'the world which is not
under the control of any state, any park ‘political party or any
dictator ship. Mr. Meany is here as_a,guest of our government and of
neccesity much of his time will be spent in talks with our officials,
We already have indications that very great benefits toc Jamaica might
come from Mr. Meanyés presence. He has already said that his

organisation will recomméndg to the United States government that

Jamaica should receive a-separate sugar quota on the American market.
And this, as you know, can make a world of difference to the Jamalican
economy and to our, employment situation. Mr. Meany has also said that
he thought, Jameica should have her own separate quota for farm workers
to go to the United States when we become independent. As things are

at present our farm workers go to the United States as part of the

West Indles quota. And when Mr. Meany makes these two recommerdations
to his government Mr, Kennedy's administration will treat them very
much more seriously than it they had been made by a visiting Congressman
or Senator because Mr, Meany talks with the authority of a labour
movement that can win or loose an election for any party in the United
States today. The A.F. °ﬁ,§,?¢5t"°' is compesed, according to the last
figures I have, of some 138 national and international unions which in

turn have more than 60,000 lqcal or branch unione., And the membership



of these unions is somewhere in excess of 15,000,000 workers. Let me
hasten to add that these figures are probably very conservative
because they go back to 1955 when the two big »ival union bodies,
the American Federation of Labour and the Congress of Industrial
Orgenisations decided to merge into the one powerful body “we have
today.

And this brings me to my second point. Mr{ Meany hag ha%kloée
personsal experience of what happens when you‘havé a divided'lébour
movement. He knows the waste of energies and the negative effects
on both the workers end the union leaders of a 'labour civil war',

And he, as much as any American labour Yeader, has worked very hard
to create the unity that exists of)'tke U.S. labour front today.

It is for this reason that/ I hope very much that Mr, Meany will
have a chance to have really serious talks with our union leaders, I
am sure our unlion leaders would gain & great deal from such talks,

Of course, our.union leaders, as well as some of our political
leaders might:ratqrt that the Jamalican sibuation is very different
from that of'the United States, that political unionism is a reality
here and to upset it nuiinxha might lead to upsetting the whole power
balance in the country., And let us admit i1t, in present circumstances
there would be a great deal of force behind such a retort, But present
circumstances are always likely to change and i1f the change is for the
better then an enlightened leadership should help it along. And certair
& united labour movement can only benefit the working people of Jamaice

in the long run. Goodnight,
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Good evening: As was expected, Mr. Nehmm's Congress Party

Government has been returned comfortably in India's massive third

General Elections. Those people who depend on Time Magazine for teir
information on world events and world trends may.be shocked that M
Krishne Nenon won his own Bombay seat with an inéreased ma jority.

%

Time doeé not like Mr. Menon and so the way Time told the story, M
was the most unpopular
Menon XxExiikeiyximximmExhimzxxExt Minister in Mr., Nehtm's governmdt
and there was‘a real possibility of his losing his seat., I mentim
this because with our own general ‘election coming up we too may fihd
ourselves in for a high degree of slanted and mischief-making
Journalism from certain seetionrs of the forelgn press, Some of you
may remember how this kind of reporting whipped fears about violerme
in last year's B.G. General Elections., So it would suilt us to take
sensational stories ‘as well as clever forecasts by unnamed little
ladies with ‘& lqrge pinch of salt. Rumour-mongering is one of the
ways in which interested parties always try to scare the people
into voting the way they want, So, with voting Jjust over a month aay
we need to keep our heads,

Now let me say my last word on a very sorry and thoroughly
disreputable piece of work., On £k Wednesday night the British House
of Commons finally passed the Commonwealth Migration Bill by 277
votes to 107; and a so, thanks to our friends of;both parties in the
British parliament, a very much watered=-down but still a very racily
slanted Bill will soon become part of the laws of Great Britain.,

Now the law itself will not make any reference to the colour of a

person's skin but, as both Conservative and Labour P.M.s said, the



2

1dea behind it is racialistic and discriminatory. I think Britain
has every right to decided whébher she should or should not admit
people., That is the right of every soveeign state, What 1is so tragic
about this 1s that the founding and senior member of a multi-racial
Commonwealth should, at this moment in time, pasé a law which is
clearly and obviously aimed at people whose skins happen to be dark,

But having told you of my own bitter disappointment at this
action by the mother of parliaments, I should like us to balance te
Plcture a little, I think 1t 1s important for ,us to remember that a
very slzeable minority of British people.are very ashamed of this
action of their government. In fact, the Strongest oprosition to
this Bill has come from sections of the British people: from trade
unionists, from professional ‘people, from leaders of thought and
from a majority of the British press, So I think it would be a
mistake to condemn all Britons for the action of their government.,

Our condemnation must be xxximxk a condemnation of prejudice
and ignorance and stupidity. Indeed, ignorance and fear are the
parents of prejudice, And these twin enemies of human progress and
human understanding are not found only among the people of Britain,
or even eonly among white people., So 1t is important that we should
not allow our anger and our disappointment to lead us into being =
prejudiced as those whom‘we condemn for their prejudice. But when
all that is sald and done, I still think this plece of legislation
is the ugliest ever passed by a British parliament and I hope that
when it comes up for review next year the people of Britain will
throw it out and so show that they have overcome their particular

fear and ignorance, Goodnight,
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Good evening: I think it would be a pleasant change to get =
awvay from politices and talk about manners and morals for a change.
And the moment you start thinking about manners and monalg you
immediately run up against this business that only badsnéws 1is
good news, Man being kind and helpful to man, mamybeing thoughtful
and conéiderate to his fellow men, rarely makes the headlines.
So let me break thls pattern once more. There are more husbands
and wives in Jamaica who are faithful te each other and who live
up to their marriage vows than there.are couples who are unfaithful
and wreck their marriages., I know\ofsmore homes in which xkmp
family life is stable and orderly.and happy than I know of broken
homes and neglected and brutalised children. There are more good
teachers in our schocls than there are bad ones, The vast majority
of our workers are decent, self-respecting people who try to give

of their best. “Our politicians of all parties do in the main have

the best interests of the country at heart. And the political life
of this country is as morally clean and healthy as that of any
country you could care to name, The majority of our civil servants
are decent people and thete is no hint of bribery and corruption In
our public affairs, Our business community is as civic minded as
you would find business people anywhere, We are a law-ablding people
in the main, respecting the rule of law and on the whole respectirg
each others' rights to live our lives as we choose, -

I think we sometimes forget that violence is the exception
rather than the rule, that for every bad aqd bossy policeman there

N ¢
are a score of decent and helpful ones. And seems to me important

A



that we should remind ourselves of these things from time to time
other wise we may slip into the habit of seeing only the ugly and
the nasty and missing all that is fine and beautiful, And the
troubie about slipping into this habit is that it leads _to a kind
of self-hatred and a kind of discontentment and contempt for others;
and this, in turn, can turn us into nasty and destructlve people,

So let us get out of this negative habit and see the good and
the beautiful as well as the ugliness around-us. For instance,
I have noticed a very marked improvement, im-the road manners of
motorists. Not all motorists try to run pedestriané down and I have
seen a line of cars stopping to let school children cross a road.
I have seen motorists stop to help'other motorists in trouble. I
have seen people on the streets being helpful to strangers who do
not know their way. I'have, seen neighbours rally around a family
in trouble. I have sgen.a’world of kindness and gentleness and
helpfulness in theordinary dag-to-day living of the vast majority
of Jamalcans,

So letwus stop maklng'Jamaica out as a place of lawlessness,

bad manners and no imorals, It is Just not true, no matter how

s A

fashionable 1t might be to sneer at‘ everythiné:;mré is a very rda
danger that unless we appreciate and enjoy and hold on to ‘the
things that are good and beautiful in this soclety, we might' lose
them &and then Jamalca might become the bleak, miserable, mannerless
and immoral soclety people talk about, It certainly is not that
now, And I certainly am proud of the manners and morals of the vast

majority of Jamaicans, Goodnight,
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So far
Good evening: /The lines in the election campaigns of the varbus

parties are still too blurred for us to see any clear and basic

,as an advértisemdt,
differences. Last Saturday the People's National Party/published
a very broad and general statement of its plan for\Jamaica., But
this was in such general terms that it must be regarded more as
& manifesto rather than as a detalled programme ‘en which an election
will be fought. And this morning the Jamaica Labour Party published
the first part of its declaration of policy. This dealt mainly
with agriculture and it proposed”, among other things, the cutting
down of imports of agricultural préduce by increasing our local
production, It lists a series of imported agricultural food stuffs
which run into nearly &4 ‘wmillion and which its says we must try to
pioduce locally. The WJ.IwP., declaration also promoses the
encouragement of the @mall farmer, the setting up of a marketing
oragnisation, subgsidies and guaranteed prices, the expansion of
credit ficllities to farmers and the encouragement of meat processing
and animal Teed plants, It proposes the reduction of licence fees
for P.P.V. truckd and reduced market fees throughout the country;
and it promises to develop the fishing industry on a larger scale
by aid to fishermen and fishermen's co-operatives, It also proposes
- the establishment of more Land Authorities on iines similar to
the Christiana and Yallahs Valley Land Authorities, This 1s the first
of a promised series of advertisements outlining the Jamaica Labowr
Party's dedzaration of policy. I think it would be a very good

idea for everybody to get coples of these declarations as they

appear in print., I think it would be good to study them carefully



and, when the other parties issue their policy declarations, to
study and compare these, In this way we will find out what differaces
in ideas and policies there are between the partles, and how
important these differences are, and what each of the parties
proposes to do, practically, for the development of Jamaica and
her people in the years that lie ahead.

I also think it would be an excellent idearfor,all of us to
put these declarations of policy away safely so that we can refer
to 'them after the election and see what the elected government has
promised and judge their performance by their promises,

I think if our politiclans knew, that we planned to judge them
by the concrete and épecific promises they have made, they will
be a little more than scared of ‘making rash and foolish promises,
So let us keep these declarations and manifestos for future
reference and let us warn ihe politicians that we shall judge their
deeds by their promiges.

we are still not yet imx=zable

In the main, however, I should say ikaixthextinmsxzrexziiii
to choose between the parties on the basis of their programmes,
xEryxxkimxxre.. To be sure there is a great deal of heat and a lot
of words have been spoken. The skirmishes about election symbols
and the 1iie are no more than}giever maneuovres xkak for some poirt
of tactical advantage which happen in all elections, Ityis part of
the shadow boxing and the by=-play of the business., The real issus,
the important issues that we want to concern ourselves with, are
the solid and concrete and practited) programmes which the parties

must offer us when they ask for our votes. And we do not yet have

haze all of these from any of the parties, Goodnight.



No 366 Apprenticeship & Industry

NEWS COMMENTARY

For tramsmission on
Tuesday Mar 6 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I am not sure that I agree with Mr. Wills Isaas

in his use of the word 'pathetic' when he described the flight of

business and
civil servants to/industry. When he spoke at the Nameica Manufactrers
Assoclation Luncheon on Saturday Mr. Isaacs complained that after
the government had spentgggii; to send people abroad for training
for the Civlil Service private enterprise took them away from
government service by offering them double the money they earned
as civil servants. It seems to me that there is nothing pathetic
about this, Indeed it seems to methat this is part of the natural
process of things, especially(in socleties such as ours.

to lose its

I can see that the govermment does not like XREXRFREREXX
trained and best people to, private enterprise, especially 1n cases
where 1t has pald for\their training. On the other hand it would
be foolish for the government to expect people not to leave the
service for better pald Jobs, if these are avallable and once they
have discharged their obligations to the government. And I think w
must guard against over-stating the case. The incidence of civil
gservants leaving to go into private enterprise has not yet reached
alarming proportions.

But in any case it seems to me that this process indicates a
very definite development in the soclety. There was a time, and nit
8o long ago, when the only openings for educated Jamaicans were tle
Church, the professions llike law and medicine,and teaching - and o
course the civil service, There was hardly and scope/igrthem in

business and industry above certain clerical positions: and let ugf

face it, industry itself was very small beer in Jamaica until quite



recently. And so the fact that Jamalcans who once had no other
employment openings except the civll service can now double their
incomesxkrikExxm®e by golng into private enterprise strikes me as a
sign of/;:ggress both in terms of jJob opportunities and of the grath
commercial and xkm industrial activities of the island., So I would
not describe this procese as pathetic atédll,

Where I do agree with Mr, Issacs - and I think Mr, Hugh Falkrer,
' the head of the College of Arts, Science and Technelogy, made the
point brilliantly at the same luncheon - where“I do agree with Mr,
Jassacs all the way, 1s in his appeal to dusinessmen to sponsor
apprenticeshlp training. Mr, Falkner{mentioned a number of industdes,
I think his figure was seventeen, eachi\of which could only boast
one single apprentice, Now that is really pathetic., It means we

to do Jjobs

have to import skilled people from abroad/which could be done by
Jamaicans 1f they had been given the training. And with our
unemployment problemwe,can ill afford this sort of luxury. But
again we must not oterstate the negative aspect, Both the governmat
and private enterprise have of late shown very great interest in
this question‘of 'training Jemaicans. And Mr. Falkner's college is
@oing a"first class Jjob, What 1s needed is to speed up and eanlarge
this training job. I hope that by this time next year we will have
instead of Jjust under a thousand registered apprentices, something
like five thousand apprentices, The figure is high but not impossiie,
The challenge 1s to both the goVerﬁment, private enterprise and the

people of Jamaica. It 1s one of the major challenges of independens.

Goodnight.



NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Mar 7 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The news of the golngs=on of Sir Grantley Adame
in London tends to obscure some very positive mxmrix attempts by
the leaders of the small islands of the Eastern Caribbean to get
out of the mess in which the break up of the federation left them.
But before I go on to discuss these moves let us getione or two
points about the now deafl federation quite clear.,The West Indies
Federation is stone' cold dead in spite of everything Sir Grantley
Adams 1s doing and saying. He can no jiore 'save the federation' than
‘he, or any one of us, can put life baek'into a dead duck, But it
seems to me rather savage that some,people in Jamaica should feel
it necessary to go on lashing out at Sir Grantley in what must be
the most bitter moment of his life., The man has lived to see his
personal and public dreams crash about his ears and all he 1s doimg
now is going through the motions of a shocked and grief-stricken
mother who camnot and will not believe that her only child is really
dead, When people see a mother in this state they are generally
silent @and underetanding. They do not mock or Jeeh at the mother
for her grilef., I think we ought pay Grantley Adams at least that
consideration., Of allythe West Indian leaders he suffered most by
the death of the Federation because he risked more for it while the
othere played it safe. '

And what seems to me particularly sad is that there are critics
who now use Sir Grantley's present deeds and words as added
Justification for our getting out of the federation. This is like
first putting out & man's eyes and then condemning him for stumbling
blindly all over the place, It is very clever but very cruel,



2

And it is these same clever=cruel people who were the ones who assmred

us that our wuitting would not destroy the federation.....I am sopry

to rake ﬁp the dead past but I have been very disappointed at this

kicking of a man when he is down and I wanted to get it off my chest.
Now for the positive efforts of the Windward and Leeward Islands

and Barbados to get out of the mess in which they are._ & conference

of the leaders of these islands ended in Barbados onm Saturday.

At this conference they agreed that the West Indles federation 1is

dead and that they proposed to start a new federation of their

eight islands on a completely new basis and with a completely

new constitution which would contain the\best features of the old

federation but none of its weaknessesy They have cabled the British

government asking that their federation should come into being

-the moment the British government passes the bill dissolving the

old federation., They have also agreed that no unit would have the

right to secede and that there should be freedom of movement

between all members. These two points will be entrenched in the

constitution., They have also agreed on setting up a customs union

as soon as possible., So the three issues which had wrecked the old

federation were settled without fuss and bether by the leaders of

the Windwards and Leewards and Barbados, It is now up to them to

make the new beginning, And if they show more wisdom and more

courage than thé leaders of the old federation showed they may yet,

respected
in time, evolve a small but xawmrfxx unitary state, based on the
ideals that we and Trinidad rejected. I sincerely hope they succeed,
Goodnight.
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_6ﬁvincreas;&';lectr1city charges

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Thursday Mar 8 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: The disagreement between Mr, Wills Isaacs, the
Minister of Trade and Industry, and the Jamaica Public Service
Company locks like turning into a fullescale and bitter adittle
war, The managing director of the Company, Mr. J. Marshal Hamill,
has said that we, the consumers, will have to pay more for our
finance
electricity in order to help/the company's five=yéar-development
plan., Mr, Hamill made this statement on February 25th., The next
daijr. Wills Isaacs issued a statement expressing the government's
view that it did not consider any increése in the cost of electridity
to the consumer necessary. Mr, Isaacs also said that so far the
Company had not‘carried out thewprogramme the government expected
of it at this time. The company, he said, had told him they may
not be able to raise the money to do so gnless th government was
willing to make & number~of financial concession; to 1it, Mr,
Isaacs sald he told the company that the nature of their demands
were such that 1t would not be possible t$ consider them until
after the“election., He said that 1t now appeared that the company
was max trying to force the issue by threatening to raise its pates
before these discussions had been finalised, He then went on to
say that he hoped that the company would not embarrass the government
with further publicity, and assured the consumers that the government
would not allow any unfair burdehs to be put on them, ‘
Then, on March the 4th, Mr. Hamill issued anoiher statement m
behalf of the company. But before that one significant thing had
happened. On February 26th/ :wt"h:nw IJIr Issacs made his statement

saying the government saw no need for a rise in electricdty rates

)



we also had the announcement that the Permanent Secretary in Mr,
Isaacs' Ministry as well as the General Manager of the Jamaica
Industrial Development Corporation, had resigned as directore of

the Board of the Jamaica Public Service Company. These two men had
been appointed to the Board as government nominees and their rmxim
resignations underlined the rift between the company @nd the government

In its March 4th statement the company said that it had revaled
its assetfs and this meant that the increase te,the consumers
would be as small as possible, It was after-this that Mr, Isaacs
exploded with the angry declaration that the government would not
allow the company to impose its will upon the country. And this

news of another statement
morning fe had ammikexxziziEmemt over the radioZfrom the Managing
Director of the Company. This suggests that the company is determined
to press for increaced charges in spite of Mr, Wills Isaacs'
declarations on behalf of the government.

I have sketched-the background to fiis whole affair because I
think two very\important points arise from it: one is a point of
principle, and the other a point of tacties. On the point of tactics
it seems, to me that this is just about the most unfortunate time
for an organisation like the Public Service Company to engage in
a public quarrel with the government over putting up prices. No
government - whether 1t be J.L.P, or P,N.P. = is going to agree to
putting up prices so near an election, even if there is a good case .
for it., But is there a good case for putting up the cost of electrkity?
It is here that the point of principle comes in and I will discuss
this tomorrow: so t1ill then, goodnight,



No 369 Should the Public Capitalise
Private Enterprise

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday Mar 9 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: As I told you last night, I think this 1s a bal
time for the Jamalca Public Service Company to have a public
quarrell with a government which is about to face an eleetion,
because, whether intended or not, it suggests an-attempt to exploit
a sensitive political situation. This seems to me most unusual for
the Public Service Company whose public relations and sense of
public relations have been exceptionally good in the past. It seems
to0 me that whichever party wins power mext month, this public
quarrel at thls time, is golng to make dealing with the ﬁew goverment
very ﬁuch more difficult for thewcompany. I think private enterprise
should always remember that-there are things in Jamaica about whid
opposing parties and @pposing politiclans are agreed.

But much more important than this tactical aspect, 1is the
question of principle raised, Let us look at this in the form of a
question. Is it right for any privafe company to expect the general
public to finence its expansion programme? Or to help finance its
expanslon-programne?

Now, in spite of its name, the Public Service Company 1s a
private company working kaxizxXXx primarily in the interest of its
shareholders and paying dividends to those shareholders on their
investment., The people who have put thelr money into the company
may be and probably are genuinely interested in the development
of Jamaica. The point is that these people are interested in makinmg
money from thelr investment. And they do make money from their
investment. The property of the company 1s held in the name of :

its shareholder, Any time the company puts up & new plant it



becomes the property of its shareholders and the value of thelr
investment goes up, which mean they can expect better dividends in
the future., IThExkixxgxEztiomxixxx¥zxiixtke This is the way it is in
private ¥x enterprise and there is nothing wrong in it, People
expect and are entitled to fair returns for their investment.

But the relations of the customer to the company are different,
The consumer buys a commbédity and pays for it and that 1s the end
of it, He does not get any dividends from the.company for being
s consumer; he, as a consunmer 1is given nothing when the assets of
the company begomes bigger and richer,  .Sowwhy should he help to
pay for the eAlargement of the company's assets? It seems to me
a8 thoroughly bad principle to expeet’ the consumer to help finance
the capital projects of private enterprise, The consumer, as consuer,
does not share in the gains and profits of private enterprise, so,
along with the gains and profits, private enterprise should carry
its own risks, andwnot 'try to transfer these tojthe consumer,

One final word about costs., I have been trying to check what
we pay for eleetricity against what people in o?her countries pay.
At present we pay roughly 3.41d per Kilowatt Hour. The people in
Britain pay roughly 3.664 for the same Kilowatt Hbu;. So we pay a
very slight fraction iii: than the British coneumer.;ahere they ?ae
a great advantage on us 1s that their prices drop more sharply than
ours over a certaln amount of units of current used, So I think it
is fair to say that we pay no less for our electricity than does
the British consumers, and I frankly do not see why we should pay

more to finance the development plans of a private company,

Goodnight,



No 370 1; Barter Sugar Deal
2 Road to Harbour View

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Mar 10 at 6.l15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I sincerely hope that Sir Robert Kirkwood's
present efforts in Washington to?:tsugar allocation for the West
Indies on a barter basis in the United States market will succeed.

Sir Robert :
If/x% does not succeed then we in Jamaica, and the West dndies in
general, are likely to face serious difficulties in our sugar
industry. And sugar is still so very importantwin'the life of Jamsica
that trouble of any kind in the industryiis likely to have far-
reaching effects., Sugar 1s still our largest single employers of
labour and any severe set-back to the'industry might result in
large=-acale unemployment which could lead to a tricky situation
of labour unrest. And any labour unrest which starts in the sugar
industry may not for long be confined only to the sugar areas., So
much depends on Sir Robert's mission.

I must confesg“to a sense of great disappointment that the
Unlted States government has not seen fit to give us a sugar allodmtion
outright, I _would have thought that purely political consideratiors
would have influenced them to give a reasonable allocation to the
West Indies, With the Cuban example only ninety miles away from
them = and us they have a vested interest in contributing whatever
they can to the stability of the region. And large-scale unemployment
in our sugar industry would certainly not mmmkrikmim help stabiliiy
either in Jamaica or elsewhere in the region. _

It has been suggested that one of the reasons why the West
Indies not no sugar quota thls year was because of United States

disappointment at the collapse of the Federation, I should hate

to believe that there 1s any truth in this suggestion of a punitive



approach.

I hope the presence among us recently of Mr, George Meany as
well as the arrival of xkm Mr. Ivan B, White, the new United Statés
Consul=General in Jamalca, will lead to a better understanding in
Washington of some of Jamaica's problems and what the Unlted States
can do to help us overcome them, Meanwhile, the success of Bir
Robert Kinrkwood's Mission is important to all ofwus,

Now for a word in support of the protests of the Harbour View

Citizens' Association about the state of that 8tretchg of road

between Rockfort and Harbour View, It is\and it haé for weeks now
been in jJjust about the most dreadful mess, with dust choking people
and ruts shaking and messing up people's cars., Harbour view has
become a very heavily populated area and it seems that the K.S,A.C
has not yet fully realised thls fact otherwise it would not have
left the road in this, state for so long. Either this, or else the
K.S.A.C. Just does not care aboit the 1néonvenience suffered by

the citizens on whose behalf 1t admiﬁisters the Corporate Area.

I am sure the K.S.A.C Roads and Works Department could have
that stretch of road in a decent useable state within a week, if
they set their minds to it. So, a§7€£eg£ contribution to bettering
the roads of Jamaica for independence. let them show us that they an
do it.

Finally, I hope electioneering will be strong and Bay, but wihout
violence over this weekend, Goodnight.



No 371 " 1geNation Dhdarmament Talks

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Mar 12 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Two very important international conferences
are taking place in Geneva this week., The Foreign Ministers of
Britain, the United States and the Soviet Union started thefr talks
over the weekend. The subjects they are talking about are:
disarmament, nuclear tests, the' Berlin situation and what is
happening in South-East Asia at the moment., '‘On.Wednesday the
second of the two conferences will open @nd .tbis one will be an
18-nation conference on world disarmament,

Really, of course, these two conferences can be regarded as
one or, more accurately, the l8-nation conference will be little
more than a sort of reflectien of the posiﬁions and attitudes of
the Foreign Ministers of“the 'Big Three'.

Now these conferences between East and West: these Big Three
meeting and these'disarmament talks have been going on for the best
part of 17 yearsiand many people all over the world are understandably
bored and sképtlcal about them, Nothing ever seems to come out of
these conferences: no agreement seems ever to be reached. So why
g0 on with them? There is one very simple and.one very important
answer: as long as the big powers are prepared to go on having
their talking wars the world might be spared the horrors of a
shooting war of atom bombs, So on that score alone these conferences
are important to all of us, As long as they drag on the world has
a chance of avoiding war., And I, for one, would welcome another
fifty or a hundred years of disarmament conferences if it would

mean another fifty or a hundred years of peace,

The second important point about these conferences is that



they are generally reasonably accurate guides to the temperature

of the cold war, to the shifting positions in the world power
set-up, and to the personal positions of prestige or power of the
leaders within their own countries., This last point is particularly
true of the leaders of the Soviet Union. Once we see these“conferences
in this light, a number of things fall into place. Mrs Khruschev,
for instance, was very anxious to have this as & Summit meeting
with himself, Mr. Kennedy and Mr., Macmillan attending in person.
Behind this fact are weeks of rumours that Mr. Khrushchev has been
having a tough time with critics inside his own country as well as
inside the communist power group. I &m sﬁfe you know that for monts
now there has been a kind of cold war between the Chinese
communist leaders and Mr. Khrushchev and his followers over the
Khrushchev policy of co=existence., The Chinese feel that the two
political systems of, East and West cannot live side by side and in
peace for ever, and.they are ready to force a showe=down, Mr,
Khrushchev'hndﬁhis supporterg on the other hand feel that in the
long run comngnism can win without a violent show=down. But there
are people inside Russia who support the Chinese view and some of
them are pretty powerful, In order to maintaln his position as the
head of the communist world and to prove that his policies are rigt,
Mr. Khrushchev must show that his poliey can bring home the bacon:
he must score a series of major victories against the West without
actually resorting to violence, He hoped to achleve these at the
Summit, Tomorrow I'll tell you how this is likely to work out, so
till then, goodnight,



No 372 Disarmament & Berlin

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday Mar 13 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking.

Good evening: As I told you last night, Mr. Khrushchev was
very anxious that instead of the Foreing Ministers who are now
meeting in Geneva, 1t would have been himself, Kennedy and Macmillan,
He needed to show the world, and the communist world ln particularn
a spectacular victory for his policies and he thought he could pull
off at least one, or more such victories at the-Summit. And so
the British and American rejection of a ‘Summit meeting was quite
blow to his plans., He then proposed that the l8-nation conference
which opens tomorrow should be one of Heads-of-8tate, But the
Americans again rejected this.and proposed inétead that 1f these
two conferences wellt well then they might agree to a Summit meeting,
perhaps in June of this year. The violence and anger of Mr,
Khrushchev's reaction to-this was a pretty fair measure of his
disappointment, And When Mr. Kennedy announced that the United
States had decided to resume nulclear testing in the atmosphere,
the man who.Mkx had broken the agreement to suspend testing by letting
off really high-powered bombs was the one who cried 'atomlic blackmail!
So for once it would seem that Mr, Khrushchev is not having things
&ll his own way. The snub he administered to the United States after
the Francis Gary Powers U=2 incident haq been repaid, And it is tle
Americans, for a change, who are dictating the terms on which there
should be & Summit meeting., All these are setbacks which Khrushcher
cannot afford at the present time, So, what 1s likely to come out
of these conferences?

I think that if Khrushchev feels he can gain enough to confouni

his criitées and impress the world he may make a serles of important



concessions to the West., He seems to be fed-up with the fallures,
both economic and political, of his puppet East German government,
As the sort of show=window display of communism nearest to the West
East Germany has been a dismal failure, And economic misery of the
East Germans is in striking contrast to the economic prosperity of
West Germany. And so Khrushchev has indicated a willingness to come
to some sort of settlement over the Berlin questioﬁ. :: do not
know what terms would be acceptable to him but there has been some
talk of Berlin becoming some sort of international city with some
sort of representation in the United /Natiens. Obviously this 1is
going to be a tricky one: but at least'for the first time it looks
as though some sort of settlement is possible if Khrushchev can
win some worthwhile concessions to strengthen his position at
home,

Next there is the big question od disarmament. The basic
disargreement between East and West has always been over inspection.
The Americans, Ssay no disarmament agreement will be worth the paper
it is writtén on unless there 1s also and effectlive inspection
system, to ‘make sure that the agreement 1is kept. The Russians are
against inspection and I frankly do not see any hopes for a settle-

say that in this round of the Cald
ment here, S0, to sum up, I would kExyeryxxsurrrizxmdxifxanyikimgxkix
War there is a slight advantage with the West.
ERREXOREXE R X N N R N X AN E YA X EIN PR ENE R But Khrushchev 1is
tough, and if he 1s as desperate as reports suggest, he could be

very dangerous, The West cannot afford to overplay its slight

advantage. Goodnight.



No 373 Youth & the Future

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Mar 14 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On Ash Wednesday a group of young people who @
members of & Christian Youth organisation invited me to speak to tem.
The subject on which they asked me to speak.was: 'The Responsibility
of Christian Youth in an Independent Jamaica', /T)had been a guest
of these young people at a previous meeting in ihe past and I
liked them very much. They were lively, intelligent and interested
in doing whatever they could for the good of the country. They
attended or had attended some of the wery best schools in the
Copporate Area, and they were repregentative of the very best of
the young people of this countfy.'In the main they came from
ordinary Jamaican homes where mother and father had to make very
great efforts to give ‘them a dgcent education, and I should
imagine the majority‘bﬁ:them who were still at school had won
scholarships. So, I Qbould say they reflected falrly and accurately

\ best of the
a cross-section of the/young people of this country; and they wanted
to know what their responsibllities as young Christians eshould be
in an indepémpiddnt Jamalca,

Out of our dicussion it emerged that not a single one of them
had read the Draft Constitution under which Jamaica would become
indepémdbnt; it emerged that they had nc clearly planned and
organised pattern of discusseions on current affairs, elther in thd r
young people's Christian organisation, or at school. They had the
haziest of notions about the facts of most public topics. They did
not know why the United States had decided to resume nuclear

testing or why Britain had decided to Join the RFuropean Common
Market., In short, when it came to a handful of solid facts about



the world in which we live, and about the important issues in that
world, even about issues which might affect our own lives intimately,
these youngsters were completely at sea. They Just did not have

the foundation of fact on which to base any opinions: though of
course they had opinions in plenty.

Now I am not telling you all this in order to show up the
ignorance of our youngsters, The fault 1s not really\theirs: the
fault is ours - as parents and as teachers and the fadlt is that
of our educational system, At the moment our educétional system seems
to be geared only to the cramming of as“mich undigested examination
facts into the heads of our youngstere.\The only important thing
seems to be to pass that exam which will get the youngster that
plece of paper, I am not saying this is not important, It is. But &t
is not the only aspect of éducntion. By far the most important
aspect of education, in my view, 1s the'preparing of our young
people for good citizenship: and this means the creating of certain
basic attitudes and values in our youngsters. I think all parents
owe it to thelr youngsters to encour#ge a love of reading for its
own sake, I know of no greater pleasure in the world than the Jjoy
that comes“from the habit of good reading: and it is a habit that

all man'@ finest thoughts as well as
puts/all the information in the world at our fingertips. And. let =,
both at home and in the schoolroom, help our youngsters to become
really well-informed by having intelligent and friendly discussions
with them on current affairs., I think being really well=-informed is
one of the greatest responsibilityes for all youth in an independeat
Jamaica, Let us help them fulfil it. Goodnight,.



y 374 J.P.S.Co & Govt Dispute (continued)

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Mar 15 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On Thursday and Fridéy of last week I gave you
& detailed background picture of the current dispute between the
Jamaica Public Service Company on the one hand and the Government
of Jamalca on the other. The Company had announced that it would
increasse its rates to consumers in order to ralse ﬁoney for 1its
development plans., The government, through/Mr, Wills Isaacs, the
Minister of Trade and Industry, had said that it saw no reason for
any increase to consumers and would nqt agree to such an increase,

But the Managing Director of the Publlc Service Company insisted
that there must be an Increase, and so Wwe are now witnessing the
full-scale little war I.predicted last Thursday.

Since then a nuﬁbgr of additional facts have come to light amd
I think 1t 1s fair to.edy that in the light of those facts the
Public Service Company would be very hard put indeed to find any
responsiblé.pereon ar persons, with n6 vested interest in the commmny,
to support its demands for an increase in rates,

In Tuesday's issue of the Gleaner there was a letter from Mr.
Gordon Austin of the Export Manufacturers Association which showed
that the members of that organisation are not happy because manufaurers
in Jamalca are charged at the highest rate possible, In nearly all
other countries, certainly in Great Britain, large users of electircity
in factories and the like are charged the lowest rate in the Tariff,
And in yesterday's Gleaner there was a letter from Mr, F.W. Harvey
eclosing a cutting from the Wall Street Journal of last December.

This showed that the Company's shareholders were getting really



royal treatment, with their outstanding common shares being split
two for one, and with a quarterly dividend rate of the order of
37%4%. Look at this any way you like and it still works out as a
pretty exceptional return on investment., To expect the consumer ®
help finance the capital expansion ofvan undertaking whichstreats
its shareholders so well is more than & little unreasonable,

And I, for one, am rather curious about thes attitude behind
this., Sure this 1s a service to the Jamaicanscommunity; sure a
whole heap of money has been invested; sure & large number of worlas
have been employed. But this has not been'a gsort of benevolent
charity with Jamaica doing all the recelving and the Company doing
all the giving for the future of Jamaica., Jamaica, in the form of
its consumers, has pald and paid-well for services rendered, The
company has eabned what it calls a 'falr' profit over the years, ahd
none of us begrudge it that. I do not think it is in the company's
own long=-term interest to give out the impression that it 1s doing
Jamaica a big favour by operating here.

I would also like to suggest that it is a mistake for any
company .to behave as though it is going to do something whether tle
Government of Jamaica approves or not. However imperfectly, the
Government of Jamaica, any government of Jamaica, represents the
sovnaigntfwg%lthe people of Jamaica, The government of Jamaica is
the final executive authority in the land, and Jamaicans of all shmdes
of opinion demand respect for this fact. Goodnight.



No 375 ;; U.K Trade Mission

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
FPriday Mar 16 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I think that the Tréde Mission from the United
Kingdom which started its tour of the West Indies in Jamaica
earlier this week, can do nothing but'good, even 1if thaﬁ good only
means helping us to face facts a little more realdstically than we
now do, For instance, I think Mr, Lincoln Steel's address to the
Jamaica Chamber of Commerce luncheon on Wednesday brought home
very forclibly to our business community-some of the problems that
lie ahead of us. He explained the patyern of Britain's negotiations
to enter the Buropean Common Market and sald that wether these were
successful or not, compettition for world markets for our goods
is certain to get tougher{ —We are going to have to work very much
harder to sell our sugar, our bananas and our citrus, as well as
our produce. I am sure this will be so even if Britain gets all
the concessionsishe wants from the Common Market Countries and we
are treated as.an 'Associated State', Our sugar would still have ®©
compete with beet sugar from Europe as well as with cane sugar from
some of France's 'Associated States' and the same goes for our
citrus, bananas and other produce, There is no way of getting away
from this compettition. And people in the world are not going to
buy Jamalcan goodsbecause they like us and our political system,
They are golng compare what we offer with what our competitors offer,
And if the other sellers can offer a better grown and better packel
product at a better price than we do, then, I'm afraid, we are
going to be 1A‘rouble, no matter how many friends we have or how

much they love us, And so I think our manufacturers, our farmers,
those who do our packaging and all our workers will do well to
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take Mr. Steel's advice very seriously, He said: "For both the
United Kingdom and Jamaica there must be a continuous drive for
greater efficiency and more effective marketing., We have to do
substantially better than we have done in the past." In other words,
in order to survive in this competitive world we have to d0, much
better, we have to work much harder than we have done.in_the past,
The workers will all have to give a full day's Wwork 'for a full dg's
pay; mansgements will have to run their businegses more tightly

and economically instead of operating sloppily and with excessive
overheads which they gally pass on to/the Gonsumer; farmers will
have to set.Jamaica's idle land to use and aim for a maximum return
from the land; and our proposed marketing orgainsations must be
efficient and tight units rather than big and clumsy bodies whose
prime fuctions are the providing of Jobs for the boys., If Jamaica
1s to achieve the presperity we all desire then we must all buckle
to and think and plan and work efficiently for that prosperity.
There is no other way; there are no falry godmothers to wave magic
wands and give us all we want., If we want the rewards then we must
work for them,

Another member of the Mission, Mr. Tiarks, warned us against
expecting large sums of private investment money to come from London.
Money of this sort is short in London., So once again the message
was that things would not be easy., I am glad these gentlemen have
spoken so frankly. Of course there will be some aid but I think me
should face the fact that our biggest aid will and must come from

our own hard work and the sweat of our own brows, Goodnight.



No 376 | Tragedy at Harbour View

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Mar 17 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The sad tragedy at Harbour View hag'now claimel
the %ives of three young boys and the distress and glarm.of all
the citizens of Harbour are shared by most Jamaicans.w But I am
not sure that any useful purpose would be served by holding an
enquiry to find out who is to blame, It is elear that the shell
which killed the boys was fired by the.military more than ten
years ago when the area was still In the /hands of the military.

It is customary for the militarj to clear up areas which
they have used as shooting rangee and I am reasonably sure that
the military did in fact try to clean up after them, But we are
faced with the fact that these shell were left behind - the one
that killed the boys,and the one that was found later., Incidentally,
on behalf of Home Ceontractors, the bullders of Harbour View, Mr,
Oweh Matalomny has' said that the shells were not found on the
housing estate itself but on an area of land which is fenced off
from the.deéveloped area, But this fact is likely to be very cold
comfort to parents who are now understandably alarmed, And so it
seems to me that something ought to be done, and I think the editaial
suggestion made in Thursday's Gleaner is an excellent one, The
Gleaher suggested that our local armed forces should be detalled

of Home Affairs
to clean up the area. I hope the Ministry/and our armed forces
will set about this matter without delay. No parent in Harbour
is likely to feel secure about hls or her child or children until
they can be assured that a careful sweep has been made of the area

to ensure no further tragedies. To make as sure as is humanly
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possible that there are no more shells lying about seems.to me

of much greater urgency than finding out who 1s to blame. If after
the place has been swept by the military the citizens of Harbour
View still feel they want an enquiry then they are entitled to
press for it but right now I would urge them to press, for a really
full-scale and effective sweep of the area by the mildtary. Our
first duty is to try and ensure that this tragedy does not repeat
itself, :

And while we are on thé sad subjecti{of sudden tragedy, may I
please urge parents and guardians to 4teach youngster, especlally
youngsters between the ages of three'and ten something about road
safety. I am often alarmed to xEm a point of sickness when I see
little boys and girls dashing across stfeets.with traffic shooting
in both directioné. Often, you see the frightening spectacle of a
child playing the dangerous game of 'dare' with a car or a truck;
making as if to cress then hesitatingp then golng forward with a
sudden leap and then dashing back again, This sort of action leaves
the poor motorist allat sea, Please teach your children to stand
where they can be seen; and when they cross a sireet to walk across
firmly and decisively so that the motorists know exactly what is
going on. And please do not allow them to go playing in the streets .
I have seen tragedy strike on even the most quiet of street., So le&
us teach our children road manners and avoid the tragic unhappiness

of weeping over a broken little body. Goodnight.



Ne. 377 Nomination Day

NEWS COMMENTARY Q;
For transmission on :
Monday Mar 19 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: More than a hundred candidates have today forimallj
handed in their nomination papers,have pald their deposits, and hae
been registered as the mffimixk candidates for whomwe %111 cast our
votes on the 10th of next month., And so I thimk _today, Nomination
Day, is as good a day any for us to try and sort out some of our
thinking on politics and politicians and rmXXXt on candidates
aspiring to political position.

The first think I think we should think about is just what sort
of people these candidates are and what sort of relationship we have
with them, I think you will\agree that we tend to have a range of
rather strange attitudes,te our politiclians., Some of us - generally
those who have been, fortunate ‘enough to get a decent education -
tend to look down on.politicians with scorn and contempt. People h
thés group sed Pelitics as some sort of a dirty game, And they see
all politleians as dishonest, self-seeking and hungry for power,

When a‘politician is not particularly‘well-educated they take
pleasure in pointing out Jjust how stupid he is or how badly he
speaks, And they are always hinting that the politicians who have
gained power have used it to further their own personal interests.

Next there 1is the group in our community that sees all politidans
as people who have failed to make the grade anywhere else and who
have therefore turned to politics as an easy way of earning a livig.
They will tell you of the man who could not run a business successfull]
or the man who was a fallure as a teacher, or the one who could not

hold down his Job, And they will suggest that politics is the last
resort of the incompetent, the ignorant or the outright fool,



I think you will find these two attitudes throughout the community;
but I think you will find ;geﬁost pronounced among the educated,
the professional people and those who are successful in buminess.

The third attitude, that of looking up to our politicians, tht
of expecting them to do everything for us while we Just‘sit back |
and wait, is by far the most general., The people indthis group temd
to feel that once they have cast their votes they haye’done their
share and the rest is up to the politicians: . the politicians must
create Jobs; they must create prosperity and guard our liberties,
These people tend to want to surrender~all, thinking and all
responsibilities to the politicians.

It seems to me that all three‘ofsthese baslc attitudes are
wrong. The first attitude briﬁgs our political system itself into
contempt and disrepute, Tf we have such low opinions of our politician
it will only be a matter of time before only the lowest types of
persons will want,to ‘enter politics, And if we go on branding our
politicians as ‘failures we may end up by getting only the failures
entering polities. And there 1is nothing more dangerous to our free
institutions than for us to surrender all responsibility and all
thinking %6 the politiclans, That is the road to dictatorship,

I think it is most important for all of us to keep reminding
ourselves that the people who were nominated today are representative
of us: they have all the strength and all the weaknesses we have; all
the virtues and all the vices; the selfishness and the nobility.

They are neither gods nor devils but ordinary men like us, who will
only succeed, if elected, if we both sustalin and restrain them,

Goodnight,



No 378 1) Algerian Cease=Fire
2) Kenyee=d the Rhodesias

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on

Tuesday Mar 20 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The news that the fighting between the Algerian
nationalists and the French government has ended, does mot mean an
end to blood-letting in that unhappy land. The Algerian nationalists
have won their figkkxfmrx independence after more than 7 and a half
years of bitter fighting. But the price of their freedom has been
fantastically high., Close on half a million.people , Jjust 2;gi§ a-
third of the entire Jamalican population, were killed since November
1lst, 1954 when the fighting started. In addition thousands of women
and children have perished in concentration camps and from
starvation when their villages were blown up and turned into what
the French Army called ‘empty regions'. There have been stories
of torture and horror, against Algerian women, that have reminded
us of the crimes of “the Nazié. And so it is with relief that the
world has learned that this terrible slaughter, or at least one
aspect of "it, has ended.

Now there is the remaining problem of dealing with the racialistic
and terrofist Secret Army Organilisation of white settlers., When the
news of the cease~fire was announced by President De Gaulle on
Sunday the Secret Army commander ordered a stepping up of 1its
campaign of murder and terror and gave orders for white Algerians
to fire on French soldiers. The Secret Army also called for
Frenchmen to rise inside France and start a civil war,

For Frence itself, much will now depend on what support
President De Gaulle gets from the French people and, much more
important, from the French Army. If the people and the army are
solidly behind him, and if he acts firmly and decisively against



the terrorist army, then there is still a chance that all fighting
might end this year, If, on the other hand, large segments of the
army defy De Gaulle then we might well see civil war in France and
a stepping up of the secret terror in Algeria, And if this does
happen then the Algerians, who have an efficient army of.their own
stationed in Tunisia
of 35,000 men, may decide to clean up for themselves, and,meet terror
with greater terror. And in the end there will Pe no future for
any white settlers in Algeria., But in thelr mad determination to
hold on to theif spedial privilkeges the white settlers do not see
this. This selfishness to the point of sulelde 1s one of the most
dreadful bye-producte of the white settler problem,
This same problem = though stlll in a peaceful stage - is

fast coming to a head in the Cefitfal African Federation of the
Rhodeegias and Nyasaland, There Sir Roy Welensky's government has
resigned because Britain planned to give Nothern Rhodesia a
constitution which'would give power to the black majority. There
agaln white settlers have threatened violence rather than accept
the will of the majority. Last week the British Government took tle
unusual, step of lggzzigin; Mr, R.A. Butler, the British Home Secretary,
in charge of dealing with the Rhodesias in the hope of achieving a
peaceful settlement. The Algeriang situation nni;xhl a dreadful
wvarning to the British Government., If Britain does ﬁot deal quickly
and firmly with this problem of its settler minority violence may
yet errupt. The white settler minorities are novw serious threats

: the measure of

to peace and order in many parts of Africa. That 1s/how much the
world has changed since the second world war ., Goodnight,



No 379 Food and Gune or the Question of
Jamaica's Foreign Policy

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Wednesday Mar 21 at 6.1l5p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Some people are currenly discussing what Jameka's
foreign policy should be when she becomes 1nde§énﬂdnn%..80metimes
the discussion becomes quijye heated and tempers get wvery £rayed.
People have insisted that we should be neutralist, oihers have
insisted that we should side with the West, and ‘yet others have
insisted that we should be Machiavellian and play off one side
agalnst the other to our ultimate benefit. In these discussions
definitions are not always very clear, For Instance, I have found
that those who say we should follow a_neutralist forelign policy
do not always agree among themgelves as to what 1s neutralism: som
see it in terms of being pro-Soviet and anti-American; others see
it in terms of following policies similar to those of the Casablamca
Powers led by Nkrumah ‘and Nasser in Africa; while yet others see
it in terms of ithe peolicies followed by the group of African nations
led by Nigerdea, | It seems to me that these discussions are often a
little bithup~in the air. »
Thiswevening I want to try to bring the foreign policy discusion
down to earth a little, I think the foreign policy an independent
Jamaica will follow will be dictated by a number of factors: our
location, our size and influence and our basic security and economnk
neede, Obviously, if we were an island Just about a coﬁple of
hundred miles away from the Soviet Unlion that fact would have a vary
great bearing on our foreigﬂ policy. We would have neither the
military nor the economic strength to defy the Soviet Union by
persulng policies hostile to it, We could of course try, but I think

the Soviet Union would soon use political or economic action, or



both,to slap us down and put us in our place. And I think fundamerially
the same thing applies in terms of our relations with the United
States, We are not as far away from both the United States and the
Soviet Union as are the states of Africa. The attitudes . they adopt
in foreign affairs are conditioned both by their loeatlion and by
the fact that each one of them is part of a great new power bloc
this part of
that can influence world events., We 1n/the Caribbean may reach a
point where Jamaica, Cuba, Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Puerto
Rico may form a small power bloc of modest influence; but even such
a bloc would have nowhere near the influence of the African groupings.
In any case there 1s no possibility /of such a bloc at the moment a
in the foreseeable future., We'are dependent on Britain, Canada ani
the United States both.ln“terms of defence in case of war and in
terms of trade: and tﬁese are two key factors in shaping forelgn
policy. So in a sensc’the outlines of our foreign policy have been
chosen for us|by our size, our locssion and our needs, But I think
we can make our owgyzgi:iibution within these limitations, I think
we can\make a unique contribution to the problem of race relatlions
in the world, and I hope that our Foreign Secretary will show up the
madness of the fantastic arms and space races in a world where the
ma jority of people do not have enough to eat and do not have adequte
shelter, Being the consclience of the world, preaching bread and
shelter and work and hope, 1is x;: key contribution the small natim s
can and should make, I hope this would be the pattern of our foreim

policy. Goodnight,
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Good evening: The Jamaica Public Service Company yesterday

announced a definite increase in the cost of our electricity.
Mr. Jo. Marshall Hamill, the President of the Compafiy id the

increase will come into operation of the first OL 1. Andzx

today Mr., Wills Isaacs, the Minister of TrQ~ ndustry, =axg -‘,‘:

countered with the statement that he pr to fix the celllng
for our electricity charges at what ow are. Mr, Isaacs
said that he has this power under aw and he proposed to
have consultations with the Pub rv1ce Company on Saturday

about fixing rates for twent;\gsﬁﬂmatwenty—flve licenses the

company now holdk In ofh rds, Mr. Isaacs has countered

Mr, Hamill's announc giving public warning, which he

is required to do W, that the present rates we pay for our
electricity wig become the maximum that the company can 3

charge us, o] e company's proposed increase just will not-

come int ration on April the first, unless +they can find some

loog&izg the Electric Lighting Law. ~
ay be wrong about this, but as I understand it, under -
the Electric Lighting‘Law and under the Company's present

Franchise there are no provisions for an electricity Rate Boardf



to regulate charges. There 1s a Rates Board for the telephone
service and the Telephone Company must get the approval of the

Rates Board before it can put up its charges., The Public Service
Company has no such legally constituted limiting body to deal with,
This means that as far as the law 1is concerned the company sASSZfi»-,
_me=besbe within its rights. It hae broken no law, It wi:fdefyins ™

government regulation in saying that it will increase its rates
M il ble Yeonds wped oclaradoo

from April first
MWL&,?“W,:EJ ‘t‘:n,bc
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ls hard to escape the feeling that the Company has timed

this xmx® move in such.anway as to make it as difficult as possible
has been

for the government to take counter-measures: parliament izxxim
disolved
reEERX and general electlions are just around the corner, And there
is no question about this being a most disturbing business for a
governmentwparty with a General Election on its hands, In this sense
the charge that the Public Service Company 1s trying to exploit a
political situation seems to me true., Whether this 1is likely to
serve the best long-term interests of the company 1s another matte:
Indeed there are people who feel the only reasonable explanation fir
the company's precsent moves is that it wants to force the government

to take it over. In any event, something must give, and we will

soon know who or what, Goodnight,



No 381 1) Federal Constuti¢n Amendment

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Friday Mar 23 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On Wednesday of this week the veteran Barbadia
trade union leader, Mr. Frank Walcott, made a striking (peech in
the Barbados parliament. .Mr. Walcott said that theBritish Govern-
ment's Order-in-Council amending the West IndieS Federal Constitudon
had virtually reduced Barbados to the status¢ef &, 6rown Golony. In
fact, 1f Mr, Walcott is right, and I suspéct that there is a great
deal in what he says, then all the islands wf the British West
Indies, except Jamalca and Trinidad =\wheén they become independent
later this year - all the other eight islands will, from a
constitutional point of view, revert to Crown Colony status, These
islands are still part of what is left of the West Indies Federatim
and the Order-in=-Council, which was published on March l4th, applies
to all of what remains ef the Federation, This Order, as you know, .
transferred respensibility for all mdney matters from the Federal
Finance Minister to the Governor-General, But more than Just money
matters, are\involved, The Order gives the Governor=General the
povwer to actbwithout obtaining the advice of the Federal Cabinet
in any matter which he, as an individual, considers in the public
interest. So the Federal Government has had its teeth drawn and hs
now been reduced to the status of a Crown Colony government, I am
sure nobody will weep about this happening to the Federal Governmat,
They called this down on themselves when they voted fantastically
large sums of money to themselves as compensation. Something had
to be done and Britain d4id it, But many of us overlooked the
fact that what applied to the Federal Government also applied to
the components of the Federation. And so the turning of the Federal



Government into a Crown Colony government also turns the eight
remaining units into Crown Colonies.

The Barbados Premier, Mr. Errol Barrow, has cabled the Colonil
Secretary, asking for clarification and setting a 48-hour deadline,
And Wednesday's discussions in the Barbados parliament (arewsaid to
have been very stormy and angry.

My own view is that this 1s largely a techmicaliand drafting
problem, I 4o not think the British Government Intended to reduce
either Barbados or the other small islandé ‘to Crown Colony status,
But I think that in the aﬂiiety to stop the Federal Government's
proposed spendinz spree they took what seemed to them the quickest
and best action. Of course, all ﬁhings are possible and the
British Government may have,decided to reduce the eight islands
to Crown Colony status until™their little Federation gets going.
But I frankly doubt this. I think the clarification, when it does
come, will set thé.minds of the Bajans at ease, But as of now
Barbados and the other seven islands are technically Crown Colonies
This is just another by=-product of the death of the federation.

But something very much more pleasant, an example that I hope
we will follow, also came out of Barbados last week., Barbados is,

I think, the only British West Indian territory which gives pensias
to 1its old people. Every person over 65 is entitled to a pension,

» without any means test, Last week the Barbados government 1no?eased
the pensions to its o0ld people to'lv’ dellars a-month. It 1s time
we had old age pensions here, Goodnight.



No 382 Symbols & the Voters' Roll

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Mar 24 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Gocd evening: We now know who our candidates arey what their
gsymbole are and how many people will be entitled to vote on the
10th of next month, The P.N.P. has the head as_its symﬁol; the
J.L.P has the hand; the P,P.P, has the star and\the indepdmidmtibg
have the horseshoe. It might be useful teoyremind ourselves once
more about the real point of these symbol8. There has been a
great déal of propaganda made about\the so-called speclal significance
of these election symbols, and I am sure you still remember the
stupid and unneesary fuss that was made outside Gordon House about
bells and trees, One can_undefntand the politiéians trying to score
points: this 1s their bﬁsiness at this time, They are all trying
to get our votes, and\they will invest almost anything with some
special quality if they think it will get them more votes,

But thewhard fact about election symbols 1s that they are
silent critieisms of a most important thing that we have not yet
achievedy. Election symbols are a clear declaration that the people
of any gliven society has not yet mastered the problem of illiterag.
You only have electlon symbols in countriles where very large sections
of the populations are unable to read and write., In countries
where you have & high degree of literacy, in places like Great
Britain, there is no need for election symbols, Primary education
has been free and cumpulsory for long enough for practically every
citizen of voting age to be able to read. And so when the voter
goes into his or her voting booth the names are there and the

voter can read them and make his or her mark agalnst the name of



chosen
his or her/candidate, rather then against some little picture. So

let us not make a virtue and a fetlsh out of an unhappy necessity.
Our electlon symbols are a declaration of the illiteracy of the
ma joblity of our people, And as long as they are with us it means
we have not yet licked our educational problem, Let us usenthem
because we need to. But there is nothing grand or speelal about
any of them, In fact, they should be a point ofs/shame, especially
to those who are xk our leaders, For myselfg, I look forward to
an election day when there is no need for symbdls because every
Jamaican voter will be able to read the nameyof his chosen candidae
and make his mark without having to look’for some little drawing.
That would be a sign of real and very great progress., So let us
stop all this misleading nonsensevabout the virtue of symbols.

And now for a word about our voters' lists, Most of you should
have received coples of your lists by now. You are entitled to these
lists which show you Where you are supposed to vote, More than
11,000 people who are entitled to are not golng to vote because
they have not ‘taken the trouble to get their names registered. This
1s sad  and‘dangerous for the political health of the country. Votig
is one of the greatest responsibilities of the citizen in a free
society. This is how we choose and control the people who run affalrs
on our behalf, If we fail in this we may end up by losing our freedoms,
So, to safeguard and strengthen the freedoms we do have, 1t is the
duty and responsibility of everyone of 795,000 voters to go out
and use their votes, How you vote is your business but that you do

vote 1s everybody's business., Goodnight.



No 383 Independence: What does it mean?

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Monday Mar 26 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The ideas for some of these commentaries are wry
often given to me by listeners. A listener would phone or stop me .
on the street or write to me and either suggest that /I talk on some
particular subject or try to answer some particular question, And
1f the subject or the question is of general publie.interest I do my
best to satisfy the listmner, Well, there is one subject on which
a number of listeners have talked to me for-several weeks now: and
is the subject of our coming 1ndepeqdence;

From these comversations I have got the impression that there
is a group within this soclety,. who are very worried about our comig
independence, Some of these\people have asked me: 'Do you really
think Jamaica 1s ready s for independence? Can we afford independenc®'
And they have worried, sbout what would happen to Jamaica in times
of crisis, They reminded me of the Red Hills-Sligoville troubles
when half a dozen, American Negroes created a crisis in this countyy
when they, trled to stir up rebellion, first among the Rasta brethern
and then, among the rest of the population., They said we were in a
position to call on British soldiers to help us out of this mess
because Jamaica was not yet independent, What, they asked, would
have happened if we had been independent, An independent country,
they said, cannot expect the soldiers of another country to come
and keep the peace for them in times of trouble., And they pointed
out that even that left-winger, British Guiana's Cheddi Jagan
recently called in British troops to restore law and order in his

country. If B.G. had been independent, they asked, would only

Georgetown have burned or would the whole of the country have been



in the grips of arson and civil war,

And other people in this particular group have worried about
what would happen after Busta and Manley retired from the Jamaican
political scene, These people have said that our democracy iooks
strong and healthy largely because of the presence and 1nfiuence of
these two leaders, and once they disappear from the s¢ene things
would look very different.

And so these people are very worried aboutihour coming indepenence?
And some of them are so worried that if théy could do so, they would
happily cancel our independence and contifnue as a British colony,
because that way they see more security, more stability and more
protection, They frankly prefer the ‘eévil they know to they evil they
do not know and fear.

It is the easiest thing in the world to dismiss these people &
unpatriotic and worrdied, only about their own safety and vested
interests, But let us.,face it: there is truth in what they fear.
Everything that they fear could happen., We could have trouble and
rebellion and crises and no one to turn to. But this is the essence
of independence. As the wordf itself makes clear: you depend on
yourself, on nobody else. You are lord an@ master in your own home,
The pride and the honour 1is yours, and so is the great and heavy
burden of respénsibility. You can no more escape this résponsibility
than a baby can refuse to be born because there are dangers in the
world, An independent country, an independent people must carry a
greater burden of responsibility than those who are not independent.,
Tomorrow I will list some of these responsibilities., So till then,

Goodnight,



No 384 Independence: The Responsibilities

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday Mar 27 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I have been told of one Jamaican who looks fonard
with eagerness to our coming independence. He‘is a man An the £1/00
a-year 1income bracket and as far as he 1s concerned dAndependence
means licence, He says that after August 6th he is geing to drive
down King Street and park his car snywhere he wvants to, and no polieman
would dare bother him, because we xrm will be independent, I think
I should warn this particular gentleman.well in advance that if he
does this, he will be hauled before an independent court by an
1ndependent summons sworn by.an independent policeman and an independent
magietrate will impose and indepemdent fine on him: and if, because
of independence, he refuses.to\pay that independent fine, he will
find himself in an independent jail,

Independence does8 mot mean licence, It does not mean that we ean
break the law, It does not mean that breall will be any easier to get.
It does not mean, that new homes, new schools, new Jobs, new industdies,
new money willi appear in Jamaica overnight, In fact, August 6th ami
after are'going to be ordinary, common and difficult days and weeks
and months and yearse: as ordinary and as difficult as all the days
and the monthe and the years we have known, ©So what is the point
of independence if nothing special happens?

The point is that as & people we are now golng to take on all
the responsibilities for the shaping of the life and future of this
nation, We, not Britain or any other country, will now have to saé
guard the rule of law in this land. Our own volunteer force, not

British soldiers, will now have to protect the country from rebllim
and insurrection. And if our able-~bodied men are not prepared toAIP



voluntarily take up arme to defend the peace of the land in case of
need, then our government must elther conscript them or else the
country will wxXX be a tempting and defenceless prey to every
political adventurer in search of quick power, That will be the fist
of our great new responsibilities under independence,

Our second great responsibility is to move as«guickly as possble
to bridge the gap between the hungry and those who .are well-fed.xAyAny
time you have & nation where one half of the pPeeple are near
starvation while the other half lives in{luxury, you can be sure
of trouble, So, if we want a stable and reasonabl& contented society
in Mndependepce, we must create the economic and social conditioné
that make for stability. We cannot afford the great extrenes of
wealth and poverty. Within the 1imits of what we have we must share
the wealth of the natiom™more evenly. This we must do by creating
an ehlightened publie\opindon pressing for the soclal good of the
whole country.

Our third major responsibility must be for every one to takea
much more. getive part in the political life of the country. fefore
independence we could always depend on Britain to ensure that no
political leader becomes a dictator, After independence we will hae
to depend on ourselves alone, If we make wrong political choices, ¥
we put the wrong people into power, we may end up finding 1t almost
impossible to get rid of them, And there will not be any British amy
to come and restore democracy. And dictators are not easily removel.
kxxIxxmx These are the big new responsibllities that we, the peoplgy

must carry when independence comes, Goodnight,
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Good evening: When I first went to Britain a little over
twenty years ago there were very few coloured people over _there. ¥m
had a sizeable coloured community in Cardiff in Waleg, /but these
were people born in Britain and they were as British as the other
natives of the United Kingdom: they knew no other homeland, they
spoke no other langusge and they had the s&ame eulture patterns as
the people among whom they lived, For the rest,there was a small
handful of Africans, West Indlans and\East Indians at the great
British universities, These people wWere there to study and as soon
as their studles were over they went back to their homelands. The
third group was an even smaller group and I belonged in this groupn.
We were a group with poiitical and artistic interests and we never
knew when, if everg.anywof us would go home, The late George Padmore
was the leader o0f this group and its members included people like
Jomo Kenyatta and Kwame Nkrumah, We were the expatriatés, a small
coloured minority living in a sea of white people, and for our frimds
among the British people we had the political figures and the writers
and the artists = the most cultured and the most politically advared
section of the British commnity., On the whole 1life in Britain was
good for us, The real difficulty was when any of us needed a Jjob
badly. It was awfully hard to get jobs.

But there was something else, and this is the point of my
story. We were strangere in a strange land and we knew that the mass
of the British people looked on us as strangers, We looked flifferent;

we were, so to speak, out of context, And we were always on our



guard. It was difficult for coloured people to get rooms to rent I
those days, so we were model tenants., We knew that i1f we gave a bad
impression all other coloured people coming after us looking for

rooms would suffer., I am not saying it is a good thing feor people

to be on guard to quite the same extent that we were.,/The fact is,

end we knew it, that in Britain in those déys all coloured people were
judged and either approved of or condemned according to the behaviour
of the one or two the particular British group eor*community knew,

Now, I do not think the British expatriates in Jamaica are ary
where near as on their guard as we were/forced to be when we were
in Britain., And that is a very good thing indeed., People should be
free to be themselves instead of., just being patterns for group
judgements, And on the whole, ‘because of this sense of freedom, tle
British expatriates in Jamaiea have made a fine contribution to tle
soclal and cultureal life-as wvell as to our ecomomy, by the Jobs they
came to do,

But every nowvand then I have either met or been told about a
expatriate\whe regards himself as indispensible, Someone who feels
that he ox she is really too good for Jamalca., They break our traffic
rules, They are bad mannered., They demand instant service, They shw
scant respect for our law. And if they work for a government ageng,
they expect fancy pay and fancy conditions of work. And of course they
always find fault, Whenever I meet these people or hear about them,
I remember how things were for us as expatriates, And then I have a
strong impulse to dispense with these indispensible expatriates,

Goodnight,



No 386 End of Electricity Rates War

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday Mer 29 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: At last the little war between the Jamaica
Public Service Company and the Government of Jamaica has ended, Last
night the House of Representatives passed a Bill amending the
Electric Lighting Law in such a gway as to glve the Minister powers
to fixg electricity rates throughout Jamaica. I Hope that the Publiec
Service Company has noted the fact that the BIll was passed without
division, that both parties Bupportéd it. I mention this because tle
opinion is pretty generally held that the Company behaved as it did
because it thought it had the Packing of one of our two major
political parties, Just how wrong this bellief was, was shown by last
night's unanimous vote{ Whatever may have happened behind the scenes,
this outcome was inevitable., I warned the Company of this in my
commentary of March 'the 8th, And sc the position now is that there
will be no 1ncfease in rates to the consumer anywhere in Jamaica on
April the first.,

That, 18 the first, and for us, the most important aspect of the
matter. But there is the very important question of the Company's
future in Jamaica and the Compan¥'s future relations with the
government of Jamaica., And after what has happened this 1s going to
be very tricky.

to do so,

Whether it was persuaded/or whether it did so off its own bat,
the Company's behaviour has given moet, if not all, Jamaicans the
feeling that it regarded i1tself above the control of the final
executive authoritiy in the land. Rightly or wrongly, most Jamaicans

feel that the Company exploited the present political situation, the



it is
remains as safe as/at present.

And the safest and most secure investment fields in any countiy
are the utilitiés: light, power, transport, communications, We need
our electricity and our telephones all the time and this 1s a need
that.will never come to an end. And because these utilities are
part and parcel of the daily living of the people of a country, and
because what happens in the utilities affects the)life of xhxm every
citizen and every business undertaking
zumniry/intimately, they cannot be regarded as xmr® you would regard
investing in a shirt factory or a shoe factory or a mine., So there
must either be awareness of this fact/Dp the operators of a utility,
or an element of public control. Ideally of course, you have both.

The Qelehhoné Company has recently shown a welcome awareness
of the social responsibilities ofva utility. This does not mean that
it 1s anywhere/%zigg a model-or that we are satisfied with the serwvice
we get., But 1t seems to me ﬁo be moving in the right direction, The
COmpany rates are controlled by a government-appointed Rates Board;
its dividends are in the region of ten percent., And it has recently
taken a great 'step forward about staff., In the past its imported
staff got more pay than its local staff doing the same job, This wss
in the form of an expatriate allowance, I understand this has been
scrapped and everyone now gets the rate for the job, whether he be
Jamaican, English or what have you., What I do not understand is why
the Company 1s so shy about publicising this fact. And it is training
Jamalcans for its highest posts. This, I think, must be the pattern
for all privately run utilities in an indepémndnt Jamalca,

Goodnight,
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Good evening: One of the points that has worried some people
about the dispute between the Jamaica Public Service Company and
the Government was the question of foreign investment,  Would the
dispute and its results undermine the confidence’of fereign investas
in Jamalca? Would people abroad be afraid of putting their money
into Jamaican enterprises because our government has decided that
the sky is not the 1limit? I dare say that it is possible that a
emall handful of people who see under-deveioped countries as glorious
milch=-cows, as places where your pound or jour dollar must earn
twenty-five to thirty percent =/I dare say that such people might
think twice., I think this might be particularly true of people who
have had their shares watered every few years and who have grown
accustomed to fabulous dlvidende from under-developed countries,
These people have been spolled and they will naturally go on wanting
to have all the“gravy they can get, But if there is no more gravy =-
and believe me the gravy areas are getting scarcee every year - then
these people will settle for a reasonable return on investment, If
they have to choose between leaving their money on deposit in the
bank at between three and five percent or else investing it safely
for a reasonable tenf to twelve percent, they are going to invest.
When you get down to brass tacks the crucial question for the majority
of investors is whether their investment is safe, And Jamaica is
regarded as one of the safest investment areas in this part of the
world., So I am not at all worried about the flow of foreign investments,

provided our investment climate - our political and economic stability =



' fact that the House had adjourned and that elections were just around
the cormer - to try and impose its will on the country., And they

feel that this showed a basic lack of respect for the government

and people of Jamaica., They say the Company would not have behaved
in this manner if it were dealing with either the Canadian.or American
governments, And I, for one agree whth this view, So where do we

go from hére?

The Company has got itmelf into this box of'bricks, It must now
get itself out of it. It must now accept the gofernment's ruling
and do its very best to implement the #dsland-wide electrification
programme, If it does so it may, in timey restore the confidence
and goodwill that existed between itself and the government and

of stalling, of going slowly,
people of Jamalca., If there_is &ny‘hint/xhxz because it has not been
given 1ts way about the rate-increases, then I predict further
trouble for it, If thelcdmpany is unwilling to carry out the island
wide electrification programme under the new conditions then perhaps
the wieest thing might be for it to pull out of Jamaica altogether.
The next move “i8 now up to the Company.

I do not think for a moment that the government of Jamaica will

resort to'punitive measures against the Company. Our leaders are

I think that
much to0o responsible and sophisticated for that, /If the Company
had rExiixeE realised the quality of our leadershilp from the outset,
it might not have got itself into éhis mess, It must now show
qualities of good sense and leadership to get itself out of this

mess, I sincerely hope it shows those qualities.

Goodnight,
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. Good evening: I had hoped that I would not have to talk about
the mean and rather nasty business that is now going on. between
postmen and postal clerks at the General Post Office. I had hope that
the clerical staff, or some members of it, would see the'utter silliness
of its behaviour and correct it. Alternatively,,J had hoped that
somebody in authority over the clerical staff wWould set them right
on the meaning of good manners and good behaviour, I ha#f hoped for
this because I always find it unpleasant te have to single out a
particular group of people and cuss them out publicly. Unfortunately,
none of the things I hoped for(happened. The utterly stupid and

was,madé public by the Star on

anti-social nonsense that/bEgammxam March 13th is “still going on,

I am sure most of Fou\still remember the Star's story telling
of a go=slow by the pestmon becéuse a worker had been suspended, It
then turned out that, the appxrrm apparent reason for the suspension
was because this-worker had not been sufficiently polite to some
clerk, The clerke, it seems, expected the postmen to address them ss
Miss and Mister; but they, in their turn would not/ig:wthe postmen
the same courtesy, A young miss in her late teens or early twenties,
or a young man who is still wet behind the ears felt so important
that he or she expected as of right that a grown man of forty or
so should address them as either Miss or Mister. But they felt free
to call that particular man Jones or Smith or Tom or Frank., And
when this plece of snobbish arrogance was made public they resorted
to the device of touching postmen rather than addressing them
politely. When we first heard about this, I think we all tended to

treat it as a rather silly joke., But I think most of us realise now



that there is more to this than a silly Jjoke by a bunch of young
people who are swollen beyond bearing by thelr own conceit.

These clerks obviously feel that being a postman reduces the
status of a human béing. What makes them feel this? And what makes
them feel that they are any better than the postmen? I think this
can only be the result of an utterly distorted sensé ofs/values that
sees certain forms of.work a8 humiliating. This, JA3think, is one of
the great tragedies of Jamaica, Far too many Jamalcans look down
on people who do certain forms of work, and so they get their mannas
and their morals all messed up and end Mp being nasty and antl-social
human beings. No form of work reduces, the dignity of any human
belingsionly prejudice and arrogance\can do that, And that is what
these postal clerks suffer from.

I think it is important—for these clerks to remember that they
are not the employers of the postmen. Like the postmen, they are
gservants of the publlic, They are fellow workers of the postmen, no
more and no lessy And»let them learn the great lesson that you canmt
reduce the dignity of any human being without also reducing your own
dignity. If, the postmen are unworthy of being addressed politely
by them then, by the same token, they must regard themselves as belng
unworthy of being adressed politely by the general public who pay
thelir wages in the form of taxes, So please; let there be an end
to all this nastiness, For my money, every worker, no matter how
humble, 1s entitled to courtesy and respect. All that the postal
clerks have shown, as far as I am concerned, is the falseness of
thelr values, and their lack of good manners, And of this I am utterly
ashamed. Goodnight.,
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Good evening: Every now and then something comes up which is
both silly and ridiculous and which at the same time ralses one or
more very profound questions., I think the case of Mrs{ Krobo Eduseis
bed is one such happening, On the face of it, At is\a silly and
laughable business,

Mrs., Edusel is the wife of Ghana's Minister of Industries, And
last week zkexarzmred we had the news/of Mrs, Edusel's bed., It
seems that Mr., and Mrs, Edusel are jJustvhaving the finishing touches
put to a new home in Accra, gpd because Mr, Edusel is & Minister
in Dr. Nkrumeh's government, newspaper reports have carefully pointed
out that the cost of the house is estimated at £20,000, And some
of them have reminded ‘the world that 1t was not so long ago that
Dr. Nkrumah had s@eked '‘some of his Ministers for having built up
private fortunes, as a‘result of being in high office, Dr. Nkrumah,
they remind‘hs, had set a ceiling on what property any of his Minister:
should ¢<hold, The country was in some financilal trouble and the
government had called for a wage freeze and strong austerity measures,
These measures had led to a wave of strikes and discontent,

This was the background to the news of Mrs, Edusei's bed, The
good lady had decided that she wanted a bed befitting her new home,
and so eshe ordered a gold-plated bed costing £3,000, But when the
ladies of Accra heard about this they were up in arme. They staged
a protest march and denounced the buying of the new bed, So strong
was the feeling against Mrs, Edusel's new bed that Mr. Edusei

telephoned his good wife in London and told her to return the bed
to the store from which she had ordered it. In order to explain



as much of this embarrassing business away as he‘cquld, Mr. Edusel
said that his wife had been out of Ghana for a year and she must
therefore be out of touch with the dynamic and progressive changes
that have taken place since she left, What, he asked, was he to do
with a £3,000 bed after he had surrendered his properties ?o the
state, ‘

The long and the short of the whole busines&s is\that the world
has had a laugh at the expense of & Ghanaimn“Minister and his wife =
and, indirectly at Ghana 1itself.

But as far as I am concerned ix . the profound question is: How
do we react to this question of the geold-plated, £3,000 bed? There
are some of us who feel that the leaders of the new Africa can
do no wrong and that it 1is 4#reachery for anybody to criticise them,
There are others who feel ‘that even if they do wrong we must defend
them because they are Africans, And there are yet others who feel
that all we have €0, do "to create a really prosperous Jamaica is
simply to follow the example of the Africans in everything,

My own view is that in all three of these attitudes we sell
both the Africans and ourselves short, If we say that the Africans
can make no mistakes, can never be wrong, can never be mean and
selfish: then we are in fact saying that the Africans are not human,
And all human beings everywhere have the right to have human faults,
For far too many of us in Jamaica the Africans are superhuman symbal

living

rather than/people, I hope the case of Mrs, Edusei's bed will help
to

usfsee the AFRicans as being as glorious, as funnily and as pathetical:

humen as all of us, Goodnight,
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Good evehing: On mbndaf and Tuesday of last week I discussed
some of the fears and worries expressed by some people gver our
coming independence, and I listed some of the major fesponsibiliites
that we, as citizens, will have to assume in 1ndepenéence. But some
listeners felt that I had not gone far enough in facing our problems,
They sald I had not faced the question of what would happen to
Jamaica in the event of an attack fromsoutside, And at least one
listener accused me bluntly of running away from thié, the most
erucial issue, which is likely to face an independent Jamaica,

The basic idea and fear .'m the minds of some of these listeners
is simply stated. On August-6th Great Britain will give up her
responsibility for defending us from any outside attack. What is to
prevent any country, what is to prevent Cuba, for instance, from
launching an attack against us and occupying Jamaica?

All righty, let us face this question. First, I think it is
most unlikely that Jamaica will build up a large professional standing
army for purposes of external defence. This would seem to confirm
the fears of those who think that we will become militarily wvulnerdble.
But against this is the fact that we will join the Commonwealth and
I am sure that our government will enter into a defence agreement
with the British government, This has been the pattern with nearly
everyone of the Asian and African countries which became independemnt
and Joined the Commonwealth, So that will be our very first line of
defence, Any military adventurer will think twice about attacking a

Jamaica which has entered into a military agreement with the British
and other Commonwealth Governments, :



But there 1s a second, and even more immedlately powerful line of
defence and that 1s the Organisation of American States, This body
was founded way back in 1890,~and though at first its purposes were
limited ( for instance, when it was first formed it deecided not to
discuss political matters) it is, today,the most powerful international
body in this part of the world, Until the exclusion’of Cuba
recently, all the independent countries of North, South and Central
America, as well as the independent islands im the Caribbean sea,w::e
members of the Organisation, Today Cuba ia the single odd man out.
One of the key functions of the Organisation has been the keeping
of the peace between member ftates and in the Americas as a whole,
The Organisation is maintainéd by annual contributions from all its
members, and the share.pald by each country is assessed on the
basis of its population. _

Now this Organisation has no standing army but it is Just about
the most powerful deterrent force in this Hemisphere and no single
member state\would dare attack another state for fear of reprisals
from the Organisation, Thls is our second and most immediate factor
for security from external attack, I think it is reasonably certain
that an independent Jamaica will join the Organisation of American
States and so make/ESPe as possible that no outsider w111 invade,

. I still feel our greatest chRallenges in independence will come
rom

Abur need to create prosperity for all our people, not from any

external threat, Goodnight.
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Good evening: The great day is now less than a week away, and
by this time next week we will all know the answers to & _great many
questions, I think there is enough election talk going on for you
not to want to hear any from me., The only thing I want to remind
you of between now and next Tuesday 1s that it. is\your duty and your
privilege and your responsibility to go out and cast your vote, You
owe 1t to yourself, to your country, and.to, the future of all those
who cannot now choose for themselves,\Novgood Jamaican must say he
or she cannot be bothered to vote, *© )

Now let me express my pleagsure and appreciation at the latest
results of Operation Friend8hip, that wonderful example of Christimity
in action. I am very,glad indeed that the 'American Citizen's Aruy'
brought enough dental\supplies so that a dental clinlic may be set up
in West Kingsteon, The care of the teeth of our people is one of ow
greatest healthvneeds; and where people cannot afford to pay private
dentists thils need is and has been desperate, And so we have thils
fantastically high incidence of young and old suffering from bad
and bleeding gums and rotten teeth, And this takes a heavier toll m
the body than most of us realise, Bad teeth can lead to all manner
of ailments including heart trouble. So here again, without too mud
fuss and drama, without beating drums or making pompous speeches, &
handful of good citizens have used their influence to make a much
more basic contribution to the wellbelng of an independent Jamaica

than most of the people who are so good at talking, And let us not

forget to say thank you to the Americans who collected the medical
supplies and flew them out here, They have affirmed that important



2

point 6f-Christian - and all'other true religious beliefs = that we
are all our brothers' keepers, irrespective of race, class, Ezmmuxix
RExEMx or creed, Operation Friéndship is a reminder that we do not
live in a world that 1s only ugly or among people who are only
gselfish, There 1s much beauty too, and the spirit of brotherhood is
a real and living thing. And this is something we should makx never
forget.

Finally, a word on shipping. Soon the West Indies Federation
will come to an end and the functions ofs/the Federal Government will
be taken over by a Coﬁmissidner who will run the federal services
until final decisions have been made, Among the assets in which we
have a share are the two federal ships. A little time back the offiers
of these ships have sald thet \they could do more business and earn
more money if these ships'were allowed to sail outside thelr limited
caribbean routes,

x¥axxingizrge our Pechnical Mission has Just returned from Africa
and although we\must await their report, I think 1t 1s reasonably
certain that they/¥t;grt that we can do a falr amount of trade with
African countries, The big problem will be that of carrying our
good to Africa. This is where these two ships can come in. Trinidad
has acquired B.W.I.A., Why should xm not we acquire the two ships am
let them ply the Africa route as cargo and passenger carriers? The
more I think of the idea, the more I like it. It would solve a whole
heap of problems; and since we have a large share 1n7§e32:a1 assets
buydbng these ships should not be too costly. In any case, I sincerely

hope our government will look into what seems to me a most attractive

possibility of getting our own small merchant fleet., Goodnight,
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Good evening: I think that for us in Jamaica, this _time =
election time - is. possibly the best moment to discuss the guestion
of television. It is very likely that this is thetlagt election
campaign in Jamaica which will be fought without the use of television.
I think that when our next elections come around.in five years' time
the politicians and the parties will use‘the«full force and power
of television in their campaigning. ‘And it 1s very likely that as
a result street-corner meetings and mass rallies will increasingly
lose their importance, The parties and the politiclans will be able
to come right into your homes: 1n£o your living room, onto your
veranda, and address you face to face while you sit in comfort. You
will bevable to watch, thelr movements and their actions, you will be
able to watch theinr eyes and, 1f you are observant, you will be able
to note every kZime false note and every time they try to cover up
a poor cagewby bluster, The cameira 1s harsh and revealing, and
looking ‘at @ person through the eye of television will show you moré
of the character of pour candidate than you will ever see by watchlg
and listening to him from a street corner,

This is the great power of television: it 1s a power that can
be used for good and it 1s a power that can be used for evil, It was
by his skilful use of television that the late American Senator Joe
MeCarthy bullt up his fantastic empire of fear and set in motion the
greatest witch~-hunts in the history of the United States. The goings
on of his investigating committee were watched by millions of Amerimns

sitting in their own hémes, by thelr own firesides, And McCarthy used
this fantastically powerful new medium to buil@ up a kind of fear



sickness that spread throughout that great land and came as near
to destroying freedom of speech, of conscience and of associlation &
the American people have ever been.

But like all demogogues, like all people who get drunk with
their own power, McCarthy over=-reached himself, He saw himgelf as
bigger than the great institutlons of his country and dared to attee k
even the Presidency as well as people like Edward Rs Murrow, who
himself was a great television personality. That was his undoing.
President Eisenhower treated him with contempt and Murrow fought
back in one of the most brilliant television performances I have
ever seen, And after McCarthy's euwplrevof fear collapsed.

Another example of the power of television was the last American
presidential elections, Many important observers believe that
President Kennedy would netihave won if Mr,., Nixon had not agreed to
debate with him on televidion, Mr. Nixon was a national figure with
a national image, and a nationally known personality: Mr, Kennedy
was not until millions of Americans saw him outscoring Mr. Nixon in
those debates, :

A1l this means that 1f television comes to Jamaica it is likey
to revolutionise the political life of this country. But it will go
much further than Juét politics; it will go 1ntovevery facet of the
life of the people of Jamaica, It will be jJjust about this most powaful
influence for shaping people's thinking and habits - much more so
than either radio or the press, The blg question 1is: who then, is
to control such a fantastically powerful new medium? I will give ym

my views on this tomorrow, So till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: A few mornings ago my goofl friend Morriss Cargill
expressed the hope that television would not come to Jamaica, I hawe
a lot of sympathy with the reasons for his views., Butlet us face it:
television will come, And let us also admit thap” television can be
a power for great good in this land, Rightly used, it can bring tre
world into the homes of most Jamaicans, It can be a great educationi
and cultural medium, And if we have to use canned films from abroad,
is this any worse than going to the clnemé? Not all the films that
are lmported are bad, For instance, ﬁhe B.B.C. has some magnificent
television films on which we,can call, And I am sure we will be able
to find some good films elsewﬁere too. And I frankly see no reason
why we should not dowhat we have done in radio and that is to gradmallj
build up Jamaican Programmes, For 1nstan02??:hng.B.C's discussion
programmes are‘excellent television material,

And in answer to the blg question of who should run television
in Jamaica, \I should like to see this radio station do it., I think
that in terms of the basic educational and cultural needs of this
country it would be in the best interest of the nation that televisbn
be run along the same lines as the J.B.C. And since we have the JRC,
in existence already, why not let it do the Jjob?

But then there is the very big question of who is to finance it
I think a television station will need about £500,000 to get going.
With a capital investment of that order it can go on the air., I think
the J.B.C. should be in a position to borrow that kind of money for

what will after all be a pretty sound investment,
Let me sketch out my line of thinking a little more clearly.,



Let us suppose the J.B.C. borrows £500,000 at 5% over a reasonably
long period of time -~ say twenty-five years, It should operate and,
at a very modest estimate, make an annual profit of between six and
seven percent on its investment., This would enable it to pay back
its debt over the years without calling on any money from the tax
payer., And so, at the end of twenty-five or thirty or_even say

fifty years, when the debt is pald,the television™gtation would beame
the outright property of the people of Jamaica, It seems to me thst
if we are to put the interests of Jamaica first this, or a similar
approach is ideal., Possible sources forygetting this kind of money
at a low interest rate are the Bank of Jamaica, the Jamaica Development
Finance Corporation or some big foreign television @Gorporation whih
sells television equipment. . Other possible somrces which could be

Development Finance Company ;
e and the World

explored are the Commonwealth YR YO S o
Bank; and I think that fhe United Nations Educational and Cultural
Organisation couldealso\be approached on the cheapest way of raising
the money. I am“eertain it is the sort of project they would be
interested in,’

Advertising revu?ﬁue from television is bound to be greater kimnm
than revenwe from both the press and radio and this is what 1s likely
to tempt any private company to see televislon mainly as a money mder.
This does not necessarily mean that a private company will not give
us good television. But where the profit motive is reduced to an
absolute minimum there we are more 1ikely to get the very best from
television both in education, in entertainment and in the arts. And

this is what I should like to see when television comes to Jamaica.

Goodnight.



No 394 Last Weekend of Electlon Campaign.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmiseion on

Saturday April 7 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: So axxIxxk we have come to the last weekend

before the great day. Now there is only tomorrow and Mbnday'left

: and then the people of this island will go out from h$lds and valleys,
from town and country, frocm fine houses and humblé Yittle homes -
and some will walk barefooted oe ride their domkeys while others
will go out in fine and fancy clothes riding In big cars. But when
they get into that polling booth, wheniythey stand there and make
their marks, they will k all be equal In their right to say whom
they want to represent them andwwhat éroup of men are tc make their
new government, The master and the servant, the mistress and the
maid, the high and the/humble, the rich and the poor, the ballot
box will make them ai; equally powerful as free citizens, exercisimg
one of mankind's groateét rights in a free society: the right to
choose who should ‘govern. ,

We magt™never take this right for granted. It is not a right
that came, easlly to men anywhere on this earth, It is a right for
vhich many men and women fought and died and suffered for many years
in many lands,., And as long as we have this right to choose freely
who should govern us, and as long as we have the right to organise
freely and to speak freely, for so long are we genulnely free men
and women who can truly shape our oﬁn destiny and shape the world
nearer to what we want 1t to be. As long as we have these rights
we have hope and power. The homeless and the hungry can use this

power to put into office those whom they think will give them brezd

and homes: the workers can put into office those whom they think
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Good evening: Tomorrow morning éh&# nation goes to the polls;
and late tomorrow evening we will know the verdict of ,the” people.
We will know which party will lead Jamaica in the fingt yéars of its
independence., And that knowledg‘wil; set the pattern and create the
mood and atmosphere in which many private and ‘important decisions
are likely to be made, Whether we like it or not, there are some
people, mainly business people, who Wiil éither invest or withold
their money’depending on how the elections go. And there are others
who are terrified out of their wits @t the prospect of independence)
and who are talking of pulling oﬁt of Jamaica as soon as possible,
no matter how the voting gosgg But these are a small minority.
The vast majority of @he, people of Jemaica are }ooking forward to
tomorrow's voting anéd ail that will flow from #he$: They are not
thinking in terms“of running away: theykannot and they do not want
to run away«from “their date with destiny., For them tomorrow is the

beginning of the great challenge of independence, And that is how

it is with all peoples when they set off on a great new journey:

they know the risks, the uncertainties, the fears and the challenges
but these only spur them on)because that is the nature of man: he
must always brace himself and get a hold on his courage and march
steadily forward until the unknown becomes the known., We are starting
out onj%ﬁg great journey tomorrow by choosing the men who will set

the pattern and the pace for a very long time into the future., It
is this that makes tomorrow's voting more importan$ then any other

voting the people of Jamaica have ever done in all their history.
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at the
And I am very happy XmxszazxIiREXEREXLX splrit zf 1n#hich the

ordinary people of this country have approached this most crucial

and important of all elections. The mood has been sober; the approach
has been balanced and questioning. Wherever I have been I have had

the feeling that the people know that tomorrow is a very=special and

a very 1mportant day for Jamaica and for the future of all/Jemaicans.
0f course there have been 1rrespon§£p}le elements, There always are:
you have the flag wavers and the slogan shouters in every election
everywhere on earth where men are free. And of _course you have had

the hooligans and the roughnecks with their Stones and bottles., But
let us face it, they were a very small'minority and they were confined
mostly to the Corporate Area. In almost'every other part of the

island the people have been sober gnd balanced and responsible. Indeed,
an American visitor who has spent much of his life reporting on
elections all over the world.told me that this was the quietest and
temest election he had'ever covered., I told him that most Jamaicans
knew that this was asgreat turning point in their history and they
were approaching\it with the responsibility of a mature and sophisticat

people,

And I\ think this maturity of the voters has 1nfluenced our
(8 E>C/ua§ﬁb

candidates too: sure we had GHewwmiserrs e PR
~MTU%. %mese fell flat. The people are
~in mo mood for lying propaganda at this moment in Jeamaica's history,
Tomorpew is almost here: let every voter go out and keep his or
her date with destiny. And let us choose wisely and well for much

depends on how we choose tomorrow., Goodnight,
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Good evening: It is all over and the J.L.P, will lead Jamaica
into independence with a comfortable majority of seven geats over
the P.N.P. The popular vote looks very close, but in{this _case I do
not think it is an accurate reflection of the feeling\of the country

of the popular vote
as a whole, The closeness/is due mainly to the.very large majorities
most P.N.P. leaders got in the Corporate Area,., Everywhere else in
the island, even where the P,N.P, candidates won, the popular trend
was away from the P.N.P.

80, what are some of the lessongsto be learnt from yesterday's
voting? I think the first legsons1s that khkExmommkey a tough, agresive
and revitalised J.L.P, was in™much closer touch with rurel Jamaica
than was the P,N.P. The J.L.P. caught the mood and spirit of the
country and was theérefore able to reflect and mirror that mood in a
way the P.N.P.(ailed" to do. The P.N.P, was out of touch, and so tle
country areas\rejected 1t and decided ite fate., I think this lack d
basic contaét with rural Jamaica 1is the greatest problem the P.N.P.
must face IT 1t is to make a comeback. The fact that two P.,N.P,
Ministers lost thelr seats in the country Jjust dramatises thilis problem.
It does not matter how fine a party's plans might be, how noble its
objectives, if it falls to sell 1ts plans and its objectives, if it
fails to sell itself, it will be rejected. And this is the measure ®f
the P.N.P. fallure Imxxmrexx outside the Corporate Area.

I think the second important lesson we can learn from yesterds's

voting has to do with the two=party system and the nature of Jamaican

politics., I think Mr, Seaga's victory is particularly striking in tis



connection., To the best of my knowledge none of the candidates spoke
in racial terms from their platforms but there was racial symbolism
in the nicknames the candidates were given: we had the 'Burning Spex'
the 'White Hunter' and the 'Lost Tribesman'. Mr, Seaga's victory
simply proves that this is not the way Jamalcans want things/to go.
The Jamaican impulse is 8till against a racialist slant im politics,
The people voted for a party and its candidate rdather than for any
colour, I think the affirmation of this fact in Western Kingston at
this moment in time is most important. Theé other important ggigtis
failure of the P,P.P. to influence the“electlion in any way whatsoever
necessarily
as far as the results are concerned. I @ not think this/proves that
there is no room for a third party. What it does prove is that there
is no quick way into the political life of this country. Any third
party must be prepared to~face a long and uphill struggle, possibly
spread over many years; it hopes to win even & handful of seats,
The Jamaican voter haswseen many & party formed just before an elecion
and die just afterwards, and so he 1is going to walt and see whether
any new third, party has the capacity and will to survive in the
political\wilderness, Both the P.,N.P. and the J,L.P. have proved
themselves in the political wilderness: any new party must do the smame:
that 1s the lesson and the challenge for the P.P.P.
in this electim

Finally, for me the most important lesson of all/is the fact tmt

parliamentary democracy, rule by the will of the majority, is healthier

here in Jamaica than in any other newly independent country in the

world, Goodnight,



No 397 Busta' Post-Election Policy Statement

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Thursday April 12 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

broadcast
Good evening: Last night Sir Alexander Bustamante/masw his

first formal speech to the nation since Tuesday's electiGns, It
was a calm and sober statement in which he told us\what his
government will do when it takes over the rein€ of power later
this month, Like most of such first statements by leaders who have
Just won an election, it was pretty genéral, But three specific
pointe came out clearly.

First, %;;;a warned that the timeée’ ahead will not be easy.
I am very glad he gave this warning'because many people, espeeially
supporters—of the J L P,, have talked as though things are going

N (OB ik

to be easy, as though we'can all relax, now that Buste is back in
power, It 1s lmportant that these people should realise that there
will be no overnight miracle bringinghihem work and homes and
securlity. Itels goihg to take tim@w I think it is
goiné to ,takenguite some time and a great deal of hard work by
all of usy There is no short-cut to prosperity: there was no
short=cut under Manley and there will be no shortcut under Busta.,
Busta said he had the team and the talent to do the joh, But they
can only do the Jjob and deliver the goods if every citizen of this
country pulls his/zgigﬁi and gets down to the Jjob of working a
little harder and producing a little better. So let us all heed.
Busta's warning and brace ourselves for a long hard pull, That is

-

Cor
the only way to fulfilling Buste promise of 1lifting the small man

(s ﬂLﬂaﬁa@~4&:

I think all of us accept without question Buste'ls second point

and giving him a better life.



that there must be law and order in the land while the new governmamnt
gets under way. Any political factional fightﬁ, any partisan

damage to person or property, can only hurt Jamaica, BothSELJQE‘“*é‘
éndnyaﬁley made their positions clear on Tuesday night.when 1t was
known that the J.L.P. had won. Mthere will BE né
victimisation of his political opponents and Manlgj gaid that he
accepted the decislion of the people and prayed'a bi;ssing on his
country., I sincerely hope that rank and_file'followers in both
parties will follow and live up to theQiEhmeéxample set by their
leaders, and uphold the rule of lawaZe® there be an end to 'Molotov
Cocktails', to stone-throwing and toNarson. _

And let everybody,‘ » 2 et . note
the third point that came out of Busta's formal speech last night,
He sald the electlons aré Avér and he -called on/all people, of
whatever politicalf\perstuasion,to work together to bulld Jamaica
into one of the greatést little nations on earth,

I think Wwe\should all remember that the new government will be
the government of all Jamaica, responsible for the peace, prosperity
and welfare of all Jamaicans, Once in office the new government
will be résponsible to and for all of us, 1t will be the gobernment
of the whole nation, not of just one section, So 1t is entitled to
the support of all of us on 1ssues thatrare national and above
party. And there ls no more important a national issue than bullding

an economically better-off Jamaica, Goodnight,



No 398 ; The Question of A Foreign Secretary

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Friday April 13 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: One of the most interesting questions'among
political observers has been on who is likely to be Jdmaica's
first Minister of foreign Affairs in the new government, This 1s
likely to be a key Ministry and one which is likKely, to become
increasingly important as time-goes”on and Jamaicé ventures further
into the field of international affalirsy Sir Alexander Bustamante
has made it clear that he does not propose to set up elaborate
foreign missions abroad and that we afe>going to cut our diplomatic
cloth abroad to sult the measurements of our national purse, This
will probably mean that to begin.with, at least, we are likely to
have diplomatic Missions Inwonly the key countries in the world
that are important td us |in economic and political terms: and
thls I think means Britain, the United States and Candda, In these
three I think‘we will have to establish full-scale embassles, though
these emabsgies need not be as costly and elaborate as some of the
embassies\set up by thgjxfrican states, Then there is the question
of United Nations representation, But I do not see why our ambassador
in Washington should not also represent us at the U.N. For the
present at least, I do not see any need for us to set up a separate
Mission to the U.N. And if any really urgent matﬁers come up at
the U,N. which affect us vitally and which demands the presence
of someone xmmiax at Ministerial level, our Forelign Minister can
fly to New York in a matter of hours, But even if our foreign

representation is concelved off in these very modest terms, our

Foreign Minister is obviously going to be a key person., So who is



he likely to be? \

If we look at the 1list of likely government Ministers I think
one name stands out mmgx clearly in terms of experience, skill and
natural diplomatic ability, (I am excluding the Prime Minister-
designate from these considerations for the moment), and that is
Mr. Donald Sangster. It seems to me that Mr. Sangsterywould be
the most logical choice as Foreign Minister. Bgt Mry Sangster 1is
marked down for the equally important job ofwFinance Minister, so
where do we go from there? It is possiblé that the Prime Minister
may himself take the job., But it seéms-to*me that he should be as
free from Departmental responsibility as possible in order to
supervise over-all government polieles and give guldance and
advise to all his Ministers.

One possible way_out, of this problem, it seems to me, is to
give Mr, Sangster pesponsibility for both Finance and Foreign
Affairs and selectnﬁ an able younger man as his understudy for
Foreign Affairs, As this young man grows in experience he can
assume more,and more of the responsibilitlies mfxkkm for Foreign
Affairs, under the guidance of Mr. Sangster, until the day comes
when he is sufficliently experienced to become Minister of Foepelgn
Affalirs in his own right,

The kind of relations we establish with the outside world,
the kind of lmage we project to that world, especially in the
early days of Jamaican independence, 1s going to be most important
for our own best interests; so the choosing of our Foreign Minister

is a matter of fundamental importance. Goodnight.
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behind us
Good evening: I think the elections are now sufficlently far /

for us to pay a tribute to the defeated P.N.P. and itswleader,
Always, in the excitement of the moment, all thought énd‘all
attention is on the victor., This is a natural human reaction.'It
is always the winner who gets all the publicity/en@ all the praise,
while the loser stands alone in the corner, nﬁfsing his wounds and
tasting the terribly bitter gall of defeat.™#And possibly one of
the bitterest realities of defeat is wuot ﬁhen the crowd turns
from you but when those you thought your friends turn from you to
woo the new champion, all 0l1@ prgtéstations of loyalty and
friendship forgotten, It takes a very big man indeed to endure
all this without turndngi\savagely bitter about the fickleness of .
his fellow men,

So, let me pay tribute to the manner in which Manley took his
defeat. As with ‘the referendum, he has accepted his present
defeat withoué complaint and without curses, Whatever his private
grief; whatever his private thoughts and feeling, he has saild:
'I accept the decision of the people....l can only pray a blessing
on my country.' Judge this by any standard that you like and it
still shows a bigness of spirit which many of his critics could
emulate with great benefit both to themselves and to Jamaica. Xk Anmd
kokxIxxEREREquiet
ZXZEXERANR/AR acceptance of the will of the people is a measure
of how deep the roots of democracy have sunk here in Jamaica.AAnd
for this too, we owe as much to Manley as we do to Busta., They =

each in his own individuel way = more than any other two men in

modern Jamaica have led in the nurturing and the shaping of this



now strongly rooted Jamaican democracy. To deny Manley this because
he has now been defeated, would be to rewrite history in the way
the commnists do when their leaders fall from power and from
grace, In a free Jamaica even Manley's political defeat should not

and his party
wipe out the great contribution he/made to his countrys

And when his party came to power they set a high standard for

state—seewgha, 1 think they set a new pattern and high standard
of elective public service,

They attracted much investmenty capital to Jamaica, though not
everybody agrees that this-fofeign capital served the interests of
Jamaica as fully as it éould or should have, It is very likely that
one of the reasons,for their defeat was the fact that almost all tle
new industries they\attracted were sited in the Corporate Area, thus
bringing work enly to the people in the metropdélis,

One.of\ their major achievaments was the great and ambitlous
educational programme which I hope will be continued and improved
so that more rural children benefit.

Possibly their greatest achlevement =« and one for which Manley
was mainly responsible - was the great and good name they built
up for Jamaica 1in the outside world, thus creating a good investmert
climate, Of course they had their failures, but in this moment of
defeat, let us salute them for what they have done and hope that

the new government does better, Goodnight,
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Good evening: For all of last week we have been so preoccupied
with our own election and itsg aftermath that wé have Had little or
no time for what was going on in the outside world, Certathly, I
have found myself hardly noticing the news from.the outside world,
I do nof think there was anything wrong with this, We were, ail of
us, intensely involved in what was after _all the most important
news in the world for Jamaica itself, Butl I think we can now raise
our heads once more and let our eyes sweep the wide horizons to see
what has been going on in the great wlde world,

Over in Geneva the diarmament conference has bogged down, as
I tolf you 1t would overea.month ago, on the question of inspection,
The Western powers say that ' no disarmament agreement is worth the
paper 1t is written omn unless there can be a system of inspection
which would make sire that no nation will build up.its arms secretdy, .
while pretefding “to disarm, The West still recalls how a defeated
Germany secrétly armed itself after the first world war in spite
of the Pact that it was not supposed to. And this, as we all know,
led to the horrors of the second world war, And so today the West
insist on inspection being part of any disaramament agreement with
the Russians, The Russians want a disarmament agreement without
1nspéction. They say that any inspection system would be used to
spy on Russia, I frankly find this a very strange argument. If the
point of a disarmament agreement is to see that all nuclear weapons
are in fact destroyed by both sides, then surely giii sideg should

be entitled to make sure that the other is keeping its side of the
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bargain, And 1f»both sides have nothing to hide, i# neither side
intends to pull a fast one, then they would both welcome inspectim,
provided it i1s fair and equal to both. The Americans have declared -
themselves prepared to submit to any fair and reasonable inspection
system, The Russians‘have given a flat 'No'. And so I think a fair
assumption 1s that the Russlans feel that they willshave _something
to hide, even after a disarmament agreement 1s signed, And what is
1t that the Russians could want to hide after a/@fSarmement
agreement that does not include inspection, | Theé most obvious thing
they would want to hide would be a secret/ store of undestroyed
atomic weapons Or else one or more pldaces where.thése weapong could
be made after the present stock has been destroyed. The Russlian
refusal to agree to 1nspection can only make any impartial observer
suspicious of Russian motives;and intentions, Certainly, the West
would be reckleslly féoligh if it agreed to destroy its own stock
of weapons without bhelng in a position to make absoluetly sure that
the Russlans have done emactly the same, Everything the West does
is pﬁblic pProperyy, carried out in the full glare of publicity., When
it launbheswa man 1nto space or lets off a loud bang we all know
about 1t because it is an open soclety., But what the Russians do 1is
done in the darkness and the secrecy of the closed soclety and we
only know what the Russians declide to tell us, And Em they will not
agree to 1nspectionf?di§g world is nowin for a new period of nuclear
testing and the most horrifying arms race in the history of manking,
This 1s the greatest tragedy of our gaFax¥axy, time: and the glory
and the beauty of our time is that men still live creatively, still
love and laugh and are happy « even in the shadow of the bomb,

Goodnight.
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Good evening: Apart from the fallure of the disarmament talks,
three other events of importance took place on the intermaticnal
scene while we were preoccupied with our general eleetion, First
there was President Kennedy's mastepful handling 6f the steel prife
situation, :

One of America's biggest stegl producers &nnounced an increase
of six dollars on the prize}g? steel, This' wae followed in rapid
‘successlon with other steel firms apnouncing similar increases, until
it looked as though the entire steel industry would add an additional
six dollars to the cost of a @ton of steel.

Steel, as we all know, ‘is one of the basic necesdities of
modern living, and it_is—mbre particularly so for & highly industrialis
society like that of\the.United States or Britain., The American
army uses millions of tons of steel a year to arm its soldiers and
glve them the ﬁeepssary land, sea and alr transport. The American
motor industiry uses a massive amount of steel; so does the bullding
industry. And so this increase in the price.of steel would have set
off an all=round price increase, touching the lives of nearly every
American citlzen, Homes would have cost more: cars would have cost
more: buseg and trains would have cost more and the 1ncre§sed cost
would have been passed to the consumer in the form of higher fares;
plane fares would have gone up, And this would have been the case
with everything in which steel is used = knives and forks and spoors,
furniture and toys. In fact, the entire American economy ﬁould have
been affected, The cost of supporting United States militar& forces
both at home and abroad would have shot up fantastically, and in the



end, as always, it would have been the poor American taxpayer who
would have had to foot the bill for increased military costs, And
so the American citizen would have been penalised twice by the six
dollar rise in the cost of a ton of steel: he would have been
penalised as a consumer and he would have been penalisedras a tax
payer.

But then the President stepped in and denounced the proposed
increase in very strong language, ButVI do not think it was Jjust his

,however strong, X
words/that stopped the increase, I am sure it was the American
government's announcement that it wouwld net do business with any
firm which put up its prices. The U.S.,government was too bilg a
customer to offend and the President’s clear and sharp stand obviouwdy
had the support of the natlon, and sc the steel interests backed
down, I think that as a résult of this the President's popularity}sas
high today/ﬁgs been that of any President of the United States.

The second importent event was President De Gaulle's sweeping
victory in the\Algerian referendum, This showed that the people ;f
France had aceepted the hard fact that Algeria is Algerian, not

and endorsed
French, With“this single fact the people of France have accepted /
the reality of the end of French imperialism, It took them seven
years of bitter war to learn but they learned,

Finally, the Kenya constitutional conference ended in a kind of

the future success of which looks very doubtful to me,
agreement/ukmsExfxturexkzxdoxkkfnt, but I will tell you more about
when I have all the facts sorted out and when I know a little more

of Jomo Kenyatta' pland and thinking. Goodnight.
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Good evening: Let us talk about people, rather than politics
fdr a change, And let us begin with the boy who came back to life,
In ‘ Bouth Africa last week, a car ran into a nineeyearbold boy
and hit him with such force that it tossed him into the alr. The
boy dropped to the ground like a sack of potatoegy. llmp and lifeles .
Fortunately, the car in front of the one which knocked down the
boy was driven by a doctor who had a nurse tfévelling with him, It
was the nurse, looking back through the rear window, who saw the
accident. She told the doctor abeut it. He stopped his car, jumped
out and ran back to the spot wWhere wkmrr the boy lay, As the
doctor examined him he realised that there was no life in the boy:
the boy's heart was not“beating; the boy was not breath ing. The boy
was dead.

But instead of“accepting the fact of death, the doctor hit the
boy on the chest with the outside edge of the flat of his hand.
For five fidnutés that must have seemed an eternity the doctor kept
hitting, the little boy. And then the young heart began to flutter
" and to pump blood and the boy began to breathe again., And by the
time an ambulance arrived the nine-year-old boy, Christo Viviers,

" was on his feet and strongly alive. The miracle here ﬁas in the
timing. If the doctor had arrived on the scene only three minutes
later than he did, it would have been impossible to bring the boy
back to life, If any human being stops breathing for three minutes,
the lack of oxygen causes such great pressure on the brain that

it 1s damaged beyong repalr and death is certalin., So that doctor =

must have left his car, dashed to the boy and started hitting him



within three minutes of the boy belng struck by the car, And because
of this one in a million chance of a doctor being on the spot at

the moment of the accident, & boy who should have been dead is alilve
today. And still there are people who say that miraclgs _do not
happen xm@tmy any more, They do; all the time and ald about us, The
trouble is that we do not recognise them very ofteny So let us try
to stop being hard-faced and cynicel and see _and recognised the
miracles that happen all about us all the timeé, If we do we will find
that life is richer than it seems and pmEEX® that human beings can
be pretty wonderful as well as being, ugly.

And talking about ugliness brings me to the goings-on mm of
possibly the most beautiful weman, in the world today = that is, as
far as looks are concerné@ey..One neWspaper described this woman as
'the hollow woman with ﬁne of the world's most breath-taking shells',
She 1s Miss Ellzgbeth“\Taylor, the Hollywood actress who at the age
of thirty lasteweekhgot rid of her fourth husband as a sort of hopeful
preparation(fer, hdoking husband number five, The fact that she took
husband numbér four, singer Eddie Fisher, from an adoring wife and
children“did not prevent her from dumping him without compunction
when she wanted a change. The suffering she causes others does not
seem to mean a thing to this fantastically beautiful woman, I only
hope that Mr., Richsrd Burtcon, who also has a wife and two children,
and who was happily married until Miss Taylor went after him, I only
hope he has the good sense to see what lies beneath that very
beautiful shell, It often happens that the most terribly destructive
moral ugliness is found in some of the most beautiful and some of
the most charming people who generally dazzle us into forgetting

that $
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Good e#ening: Did the presence of two Russiang ships in Kingstn
Harbour swing the elections in favour of the Jamaica Labour Party m
Tuesday of last week? 1In a statement yesterday Mr. Manlqé sald
it did. He accused the Jamaica Labour Party of gsing tihe presence
of the Russian ships in Kingston Harbour to spread=fear and
confusion throughout the country, especia}ly ifiwthe rural areas, °
And he said that this accounted for the‘\gudden swing away from the
P.N.P, in the last few days before yoiting.

There is no doubt that attempts wWere made to use the presence
of the Russian ships as antivP.N.P.'propaganda, especially in the
Corporate Area. During thg wahﬁnﬁd before votlné Kingston itself
buzzed with rumours apd™i mfself heatd at least one loudspeakér
van blaring out tHathwtife P.N.P., had brought the Russian ships
here ‘to enslave Jaqaicanse I do not know if the same sort of thing
happened in_ the ‘eountryside, but I myself have no evidence to
suggest that\it either did dor did not happen, But I do not think
that.is.the important point. The big question is whether the presenee
of the Russian ships, and the attempts to use them as propagandd,
really influenced the results of the election, I frankly do no£
think they did., I think a few people here and there may have been
pursuaded to change thelr vote but I think the overall pattern was
alrecady set. I think that 1f there had been no Russlan ships at
all the election results would have been the same, I think all the
evidence points in that direction.

A little over a month before the elections one of our scholars

from the university, an objective and distinguished research man ,



conducted a survey throughout the country. This man's sympathies
were, if anywhere, on the slde of the P.N;P. But like the good
scholar he is, he did not allow sympathles to bl;nd him, and he
came up Qith the prediction that the P.N.P, was likely to lose
the election. And this was long before there were any/Russian ships
in the Habbour. And then there is the result of lagt year's
referendum. The election results followed so olosely the pattern
of the referendum results that I think we must concede that the
country had made up 1its mind long before thebarrival of the Russian
ships., So although I am prepared to go aleng some way with Mr,
Manley by agreeing that attempts were,made, in the Corporate Area
at least, to use the presence of\the Russian ships for political
propaganda against the P.N.P,,nl mst also go along with Sir
Alexander Bustaman$ie andmir,) Sangster when they say the presence
of the Russlan ships/had nothing to do with the results of the
elections, That, to\me, seems to be the factual aspect of the
picture, All the other, the denunclations and counter denunciations,
are part ofsthe tough, virile in-fighting of a healthy two=-party
system, “What I do hope is that in this in-fighting the partles
wili not.gell the people of Jamaica short, The electorate are not
sheep, to be led blindly even in their own interests., They have
shown in recent years a perception and an indepndence of thought
and choice which I think both parties should note with care, Indeed,
I think now is as good a time as any for both the victor and the
vanqulshed to carefully re-examine thelr relations with the people
in the light of this new spirit of independence within the people,
Goodnight,
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Good evening: As usual at this time of the year, I have made
up & little Easter parable; and as usual, I leave it up to you
to read your own meaning into this parable, This year my,parable is
about the good man, Mass Johh.

Like most Jamaicans, Mass John was born 4n @w-small village way
up in the hills. The village had no running\water, no electric
lights, no clinic, no schools., The womenfand children of the
village had to walk more than a mils, to get their water, The chiidren
had to walk three miles to get %o the,nearest school, and that school
had only one untrained teacher who had to cope with something like
300 children, Lifé was harad and young John felt all of its hardness:
the long walks to gep water énd kindling and the longer walks to ami
from school, But lifesalso had its Joys: the Jjoy and wonder of
learning to read ‘and\write in spite of the odds, the Jjoy of flying a
home-made kite,“of racing with pis friends, of going with a bunch
of boys . inh, the season and ;ﬁi;&;éé mangoes for the hell of}it. And
80 he ‘grew up like any other young Jamaican: knowing both the bittemes
of poverty and the sweet Joys of the sunkissed beauty of his land,
And because he was & little more sensitlive than his fellows, he
noticed things a little more; and he decided that when he became a
man he would pull himself out of the poverty around him and also
help pull up his fellow citizens of the village, :

When he was nineteen John left his native village and no one
heard about him for yearé. But they all remembered him: they talked
about his willingness and his sweetness and his helpfulness as he

grew up among them, And they wished him well wherevee¥ he was and
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some of them wondered among themselves whether he would ever come
back to his native village, And so more years passed,

And then suddenly one day, more than ten years later, he turnel
up in the little village square, and 01ld one-eyed iig: who ran
the little village rumshop and store recognised him straightaway.
He was older and a little rounder in the body but he’was the same
John, The blg difference was that the boy who had\gonesaway barefooked
now drove a blg shiny car and wore fine city cl&thes and looked and
behaved like a rich man, But he was as frieﬂdly and kind<hearted as
he had been as a youth and he showed this hy buying free drinks for
everybody., John had come home and somehow everybody called him Mass
John from that day on. It just seemed wrong to call himﬁ}gig. There
was something new about him that made it impossible for anybody to
be completely free and familiaf.

Within months thifigs started happening. Politics came to the
village; running wate; and a sound-system came, electricity_came.
Mass John built a neﬁ store that put o0ld one~eyed Joe out of business,
A school was budlt and there were new roads, How Mass John made
these things\happen was a mystery to the people of the village, But
he certainly made them happen. At first one or two of the older
people triéd to agk him but Mass John friendly face suddenly became
distant and so the people stopped asking. And then, as time passed,
an odd thing happened. Children stopped going to the new school; old
one eyed Joe started his rumshop again and everybody shopped there,
Hardly anybody went to Mass John's fine store or listened to his

a bitterly disappointed
sound system, At last/Mass John call his yardboy and demanded'What's
the matter with these people?' The yardboy said: 'Them say it is

the way you give, sah', Goodnight,
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My familyxy and in Portland & St. Thomas
Good evening: /I spent a few days/ this week., The children are
[ TAES -.._-JL_.

on holiday from school,”w have not hgd a holiday in years, and so
I simply had to give in or else face the kind of atmosphere that
wears any father down, But I was very glad I went.bectuse«it Rave
me a chance to get a first-hand impression of‘the=post-slection
atmosphere outside the Copprate Area, Kingsﬁon, when I left, was
rife with speculation, with uncertainty, with Joy - and almost
every other range of political and personél emotion: some people
behaved as though a new age had«dawneéd while others behaved as
though the world was coming to an-end. And so 1t was refreshing

to leave Kingston and move ‘amdéng people who were calm and relaxed
and free of all post=-glection fever, In St., Thomas, in a little
village, ‘We saw two Yittle stores facing each other across a
narrow street: one sported a P.N.P, poster and the other a J.L.P.
poster, And the owner of one store went across to the other to
beg a plece of ice to serve hls customers: he got 1t and they were
friendly and amiable and I thought Kingston and St., Andrew could
learn & lot from that little example, And 1 saw many such examples
wherever we went,

Another striking thing, and I do hope the government that
assumes power on Tuesday will do something about 1t, was the evidence
of the relation of the shortage of water and the abuse of the land.
Travelling on that narrow bridge across the dried up Yallahs river
is one of/the most depressing sights in all Jamaica for me, Once,
before the forests had been cut down and the hillsides fired, that

river had never been dry. It had been steadily fed by the4ﬂ§i¥



Blue
slow trickling water from the #kmkmx¥xsy Mountains; and all the land

around had been rich and fertile, with never a sign off drought. Todmy,
because of our wanton destruction of tree and bush in search of
quick returns, thé river i1s dry and the land is parched, And when
it rains the water comes rushing down, flooding the riyer.and carryhg
valuable =k topsoil down to the sea, And this is thé pat¥ern wherever
the land has been abused., Stopping ;giin is now gothg to be easy ar
quick, A lot of hard conservation work will have, to be done over a
long.time if we are to restore Jamaica's £4t1é as the land of wood
and water rather than the land of flopds and droughts, I know it wil
be a great temptation for the new gowvernment to concentrate on
measures which will show quick and immediate results. That was
implicit in their election‘pfbminea. But land is so important, both
immediately and for the 1ong?term future of Jamaica, that it would
be a tragedy to ignore it,’or to tackle it in a halfhearted manner,
Conserving the qamaican é#rth so that it should feed the Jamaican
people is an umgentWnational problem which should be treated as
above party,™it is a matter of national survival,

Finally,>on the wdy to Port Antonio we stopped at the Blue Hole
that bfettﬁtakingly beautiful spot, and then I discovered that it
was a private members club set-up., I have nothing against private
members clubs, and this one did say that visitors were welcome on
payment of a small fee, But I do feel that certain national beauty
spots should belong to the nation and should be enjoyed by all its
citizens, no matter how high or low, rich or poor. And I felt that
the Blue Hole was one such spot, It is the sort of places where busloac
of school ehildren should be taken to marvel and to fall in love wih

the rare and delicate beauty of thelr country, Goodnight.
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Good evening: I hope you have all had a most restful and happy
long Easter weekend, and that you all feel refreshed for tomorrow's
workaday world., And sinée it is still Easter Monday; let"us skip
politics and political strife, and talk about humaﬁ relations instead.

Today is observed throughout most of the ﬁarld as the first dgy
of 'Good Human Relations Week', In the year 1955 the good human
relations week was established, and the 1&5% week in April wds chosen
as the one week in the year when all) humén beings in the world are
called upon to make an extra effort, &nd a conscious effort, t§
improve the human and personalAand business relations between’eaqh
man or woman and his or her.fellow human beings. This year, for ﬁhe
first time since this/U.Nas Inspired movement started, Jamalica is
taking part. The Jamaica Christlan Council, the Jamalca Boy Scouts
Association, the Jemalca Ploneer Guild, the Jamaica Junior Chamber,
and a wholetheost of other clvic bodies are taking part in this
effort to'proemote good relations between man and man, Each day thee
will be a motto ﬁrging all of us to concentrate on one aspect of
good human relations; and there will be a publicity campaign going
on all through the week, |

As a background to this effort let us try and define Jjust what
we mean by good human relations, As we have seen recently in the
rather silly post office affair, there is a great deal of downright
ignorance about good human relations, Some of those postal clerks
obviously thought it was good human relations for the postmen to
call them Midés and Mister while they themselves were free to call

the postmen John or Tom or whatever their names were, And we can



multiply this example of ignorance about good human relations by
recalling the casual and careless treatment clvil servants in
poet offices and tax offices give members of the gemeral public -
espécially if these members of the general publlic are poor'and
humble people, Or we can recall the off-hand manner of some shop
assistants, or of receptionists who make ordinary ditizens wait
whlle they make up thelr pretty feces or have chats with their
friends, There is a whole world of rudenesg by most members of
the middleclasses to pecople whom they reg&rd as their economic or
educational inferiors. And nine times.out of ten the so=-called
lower classes become rude because they.have-been treated with
casual rudeness by the so=called bet;er classes, And this, I think,
is at the root of the bad human,relations that exist in Jamaica,

So how do we overcome thie? I think the basic principle we
have to accept 1s that every human being 1s the equal of every other

personsal

in human dignity., 1If we accept the proposition that no man's/dignity
should be reduced because of class, colour, education or the job he
does or thewmoney he earns, then I think we will be well on the
way to bullding genuinely gocd human relations in Jamaica, If we
respectithe dignity of all men, including our own, then we will give
to all men the thoughtful and courteous respect we demandof them,
I think all the other virtues = good manners, tolerance and under=
standing, helpfulness, appreciation - all these are based on and
stem from a baslc respect for the dignity of all human beings.
Respect for human dignity is the cornerstone of &ll good human
relations. So let us make & start by seeing good humen relations week
in this light, and make it part of ouf everyday life for all the
years that lie ahead. Goodnight,
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good evening: A new Government took office in Jamaica today,
We all know it, and I think we all tend to take it as matter of
courge: one party, the People's National Party, has beén yoted out
of office and another party, the Jamaica Labour Party, has been
voted into office, and so & new government waé, sworn in today, All
this is ordinary, normal and routine, In five yoaré' time the people
of Jamaica will again go to the polls and/will again vote, either
to put this government back into office or else to replace it, The
pattern is clearcut and to many @f ush= especially the younger
people - this is how it is and will probably always be; and there
is no need to fuss about 1ti

And yet, you know;™dit\is not all as normal and ordinary and
inevitable as it seems, That it 1s so, that we can have a change of
government without our former leaders being killed or imprisoned,
without civil Gar, revolution or a blood-bath; that one party can
replace gnether in power without thousands of people having to flee
the country or go into hiding or be put on trial for the crimes of
a past government, this, in our day and age and in our locaticn, is
a pretty wonderful thing.rAnd I think it is something we should
think about and always bear in mind.

To realise Jjust how wonderful this is all we have to do is to
look around at some of our nearest neighbours, In Cuba, Jjust ninety
miles away they had to fight a fuli scale war in order to change
thelr government: and today there is no room for an opposition party

which could be an alternative government, In the Dominican Republic

they had to murder the iron man in order to break his power and forc e
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a change of government, and the aftermath of this is a situation
of profound political instability. In Haiti when the breviou3>
President fell he had to move fast to get out of the country before
his enemies got him., And in all these countries today, whether theg
call themselves leftwing or rightwing or what you willy“there 1s no
room foﬂ?issent: no opposition party is permitted to chaldenge the
party in\power. And if you are a cltizen of these'eountries, you
either go along with the men in power or keep quiet, If you express
your opposition, if you work for a change. of government you can and
most likely will be jailed or shot. This\ds the situation in three’
out of the five countries that make up the islands of the Greater
Antilles, Only in Jamalca and in“Puerto Rico do the people enjoy
the freedom to choose and change their governments by free and
secret ballot: only in these, two islands are the opposition parties
free to criticise thefparty in power and to campaign actively for
ite defeat by peaceful“and constitutional means,

And so 1t seeﬁs to me ghat today, as a new government, chosen
by the willeof| the majority, takes power in Jamaica, we should mxmms
give a little
axkixkimxt¥m® thought to this most important of all our liberties,
Certainly,, the citlizens of very few newly emergent independent
countries in either Africa, Asia, Latin America or the islands of
the seas can boast of having the same degree of genﬁine political
liberty as have the people of this country. And that is no ordinary
or commonplace thiné. Qur new government must preserve and extend

enrich it with
this great liberty and xxxmxtixxkmxyExxixm® bread and homes and

work for the poor because poverty 1s still the greatest enemy of

freedon, Goodnight,.
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Good evening: When most of us think of the word revolution, we
think of violence: we think of guns‘and planes and tanks and political
systems, And if called upon to glve examples the student of history
is likely to mention the French Revolution, the studént af soclal
change is likely to mention the Russian and thé thneée revolutions,
and the young student obsessed with imperiallsm and independence is
likely to talk about the African revolgfignftnd of the Cuban
revolutioq. These are of course alldtrue examples of different
types of revolutions., And the one thing they all have in common 1is
that bhysical upheaval = tho.violénz overthrow of some government,
the forceful taking of politic&l power by some coiony from the
imperial countr; - the ph%éical factor 1s the strongest and most_
pronounced, And ifg¢anybody wanted to quibble about these violent
examples they could a#y with justice that before revolutionary action
id possible themne must first be revolutionary thought., In other words
man thinks beferes acts, and before he can act out a revolution he
must @hink Vi 2221ti5:f&4?£i:20f cogrge assumes that he 1s not uttely
irresponsible, Used in this primery sense, we could say that any
revolution peesupposes a basic and padical change in thinking,

Aﬁd if we accept the proposition that all revolutions begin in
thought then I think we are}&gggessing one of the most important am
one of the most profound revolutlons in the history of mankind, And
yet, you know, many of us seem to hxxixmtxxli be utterly unaware
of this great revolution in the making. And I think the reason why we

have missed it 18 because for some odd reason we do not assoclate

the Christian Church with revolution. We have arrived at a position



where we Just do not associate Christianity or the Christian Church
with any kind of radicalism. And yet you know, the whole history of
the world would have been different without Christianity. Christianity
has been the most revolutlonary single agent in the shaping of the
world into what it 1s today. Of course there havé been times when it
has been less revoluntionary than at others; and tiené have been
times whén it has been downright reaétionary - at 4t has never been
a basically conservative force., And I think that we are today on fe
threshold of a great new revolutionary from Ghristianity which is
likely to remake the face of our world onse more.

I am sure you have all heard semsthing at least of the new
wave of talk about the re-unitingiofsthe Chruch of Christ, Protestant
groups have come together to try,and work out their differences: an
Anglican Archbishop was v;rnlj received by the Pope; and in his
Easter message the Pope biessed all men, without exception, All
these are very sigﬂiflcant pointers of the great movement towards
the unity of all the Christian denominations throughout the world.
And Pope John, \one of the greatest Princes the Catholic Church has
ever known, is the central figure of this great unity movement., If
the day ‘eomes - and to me 1t now seems certain to come - when the
Christian Church 1s re-united and there is only one Church of Christ

the Church

on earth,/k& will once more become the greatest single power on earth
with a worldwide community of a thousand million members, And no
President and no Premier in all the world will be able to defy itxz.
xatz® To me this is the most important revolution in the making today,

s . Goodnight,



No 409 i1 1)The New Cabinet
2) The University

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Thursday April 26 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Our new government has now been 1lnstalled and
the new Ministers have taken over their jobs., I think one‘or the
most striking things about the—new government is its) youth., The
average age of Jamalca's new Cabinet is forty-eight\years., At a
quick guess, and without the figures to check it,,I should‘say this :
is about ten years younger than the averageiago of the last Cabinet.
Six of the Ministers in the new governmént are in their thirties:
{hres sre i, ey Teriions thpes s I Wete £1fiiens aud al
for Mf; Ashenheim's sixty-one years and Sir Alexander's seventy-eight,
the average age of the Cabinet would have been even younger than
the youthful forty-eight, So, ﬁasically, this is a government of
young men, It should therefore also be a government of boldness
and of experiment whieh are the hallmarks of youtﬁ. And it is jJust
sufficiently balameed with age and experience for the boldness and
experimentatiomynot to get out of hand.

But det me repeat my warnéng once more that it would be neither
fair te Jamaica nor to the new Governﬁent to expect overnight
miracles, It is going to take time for the new government to settle
down and familiarise 1tself and work out its plans for the future;
and of course 1t always takes a little time for those plans to bear
fruit., So we have all got to be patient and we have all got to
pull our weight, The Price of prosperity will always be hard work,

Now for a work about the university: and while I think of it,
may I protest bitterly against that ugly monstrosity that some
journalists are trying to make fashionable: the UW.I{ Since Dr.

Lewis' press conference yesterday I have heard a number of references



2
to this thing called the U.,W.I. It sounds downright ugly and I think
that in this case this form of shorthand 1s unnecessary, The Univerdty
College of the West Indies was a bit of & mouthful and so there was
some Justification for the shortening to U.C.W.I. And in any case
U.C.W,I, was a much more pleasant sounding series of letters than
U.W.I. But the Unliversity of the West Indies is not'sﬁoh & mouthful
and I frankly do not see the need for this particular,type of ugly
shortening of it, The people of London are not @80 mentally lazy that
the must say U.L. for the University of Lnndanj or the people of
New York as to talk about the U.N.Y. when/they mean the University
of New York, I think we can comfortably say the university of the
West Indies the first time and whgn we have to repeat it we can
simply say the university instead of the ugly U.W.I., Once during
the war when the craze for initials and jargonese was at its helight,
Sir Winston Churchilly a‘master of the use of words, had some very
haréh things to say“ibbut this bad habit, I wish he were here to tell
us off for our tenﬁencies in that direction,

Anywayg, Dr, ‘Lewis forecasts more research and more post-graduate
work nowdthat our university 1s independent; and he élso predicts a
rise instandards. Dr, Lewis also aaid he approved of the establishing
of colleges of the university in Trinidad and Barbados, And so, as
Jamaica and the other islands move towards a new political status,
the university does so too, I expect the university to'contribute
even more to West Indian life and thought in the future than it did
in the past, More than any other body it must be the guardian of the
educational and intellectual standrds, and of the intellectual
liberties of tH?§2West Indian islands in independence,

Goodnight,
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Gbod evening: It was as far back as Monday, April 16th, that
& told'you I was convinced the disarmament talks would end in falilure
and that we would see a new round of nuclear testing, ﬁcll, on Wednes=~
day of thie week the new round of testing began when/the United
States exploded a nulcear weapon off Christmas-islandlin the Pacific
It is very cold comfort to me to know that what I predicted has now
come to pass, I would have preferred toshave been proved wrong, I
would have been very happy 1if events:hdd 80 worked out that I had ®
eat my words, But from the very stamnt ‘of the Geneva conference it
was clear to any student of 1nterhational affairs that the chances
of success were really slender. And by the time I made my predictim,
roughly halfway through the conferences, it was clear that the whole
thing was hopeless, It 1s true that after that we had a short spell
when everything suddenly looked hopeful, A group of neutral nations
came up with @ ‘compromise proposal which looked so hopeful that
the Ruésiap and American delegates actually settled down to drfating
& preamble, for a disarmament treaty. The entire conference accepted
this draff on the 17th of April, the day after I had made my
prediction of failure, But there was disagreement between Russia
snd America on one paragraph and aslfar as I was concerned that waé
the end of 1it, because tﬁis paragraph dealt with the quéstion of
inspection, And I knew it did not matfer how it was phrases, whether
they used the word 'verification' or the word 'control' and hedged
it around by saying it would be purely scientific and nonepolitical,

or whether they said this 'verification' would be carried out by

neutrals -« I knew that once the Russians came up against tﬁis Loy



point of inspection they would dig in thelr hegls, And that is Just
what happened, And all the world's sudden wave of optimism and hope
was brought to nothing., And so, in the face of this failure the
United States let off its latest bomb on Wednesday., The Russians
have threatened that 1f the Americans resumed nuclear teuﬁ;ng they
will do the same and so I repeat what I said on the 16th: we are now
in for a new rouﬁd of massive bangs which could’pellute the aif we
breathe and the food we grow and the fish in the\sea, It may take a
long time to see and effects of this polﬁtion but that there will
be some effect is generally agreed., AAd 1t»is this knowledge that
makes the appeal of Bertrand Russell qnd his followers so powerful,
And yet you know, for these demoﬁétrations and appeals to be really
effective they must carry the'same weight with both sides, If you had
inside Russia the same deﬁanstfations againét nuclear testing as ya
have inside Britain and tﬁe United States then I think these
demonstrations might\have been more likely to influerice the trend
of events, As It is“the only x 'ban the bomb' protests are in the
West and all, the pressure, even from the neutralists seems to be
concentrated on the West, And 1t is a simple fact that the Russians
have exploded more and bigger bombs than the West, So you see the
mess, Since the Russians do not want an agreement which can be
enforced, the Americans must either make sure of their nuclear strengtl
themselves and
or else hand/the world over to the Russians, This is the stark and
tragic reality behind Wednesday's big bang off Christmas Island,
Goodnight, :



No 411 1; Bus to Palisadoes
2) A Way to end Diesel Engine Smoke
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Good evening: I wonder how many listeners, if any, still remeaber
the comments I made on the difficulties of getting to tﬁe-airport.
If you do not remember, that 1is allright, I made thése;eﬁmments a
long time ago, way back on the 9th of January gna we‘gre now near
the end of April. At that time I told you of agiistner who had
received a notlce to say that there were two paréels for her at the
airport. This listener was a workingswomen, énd as with the majoriy
of Jamaicans the fémily did not have a éar, and so this listemer
had somehow to find her way to the airport and back in her lunch
hour. After trylng everything PAse; this listener finally had to
hire a cab to go to the e;méﬁrt to collect two small parcels and
be back at her place of wgrk before her lunch hour was up, It cost
this listener thirty lhiiaings. And it was after thils costly
experience that shé\got in touch with me, and I told you about it,
And at the imﬁQ I‘to1d you that this listener was no isdlated
example.lﬁheuyaé representative of a lerge number of people for
whom geth®ing to the airport was a long and costly business,

Well, I am recalling all this tonight because I want to pay
a particularly warm tribute to the Jamaica Omnibus Service Company
on behalf of that particular listener whose problem I raised and
on behalf of all those other people who do not have cars and who are
not well-cff and for whom getting to(the airport was a real hardship
up to as recently as Tuesday of this week,

On Wednesday morning all their troubles ended when the new
J.0.,S. bus service tc the ¥mXxx airport came intc operation. Now

they éan.get to and from the airport reasonably quickly and reasondly



cheaply. And so a grateful thank you to the J.0.S. for responding
to an urgent public need, |

Another subject on which I have talked often has been the foul
sxxk®E thick black smecke from the exhauste of trucks and busses =
mainly those that use dlesel fuel, All of us have at ghe time or
‘another been behind some truck or country busg, wrapfped«in a cloud
of choking thick black smoke, This is a poison whiph Pollutes the
atmosphere and damages km the health of anybody who 1s continuously
exposed to it, I think everybedy, 1ncluQLnsftﬁé operatqrs of trucks
and country busses, agree that this ig. & naéty buginess which should
be got rid of., The problem was what %Q\dp,-how to get rid of it.
Of course you get hardl& any foul smqkevfrom a new truck or bus, but
who can change their truck or“bus every two years? And to go in for
the kind of regular service ‘that will keep down smdke 1is a pretty
costly business:/gggggge‘pharges are high, But now I think an ecommmi
way out 1is possiblé;‘ané I am indebted to Mr. Dougall of thé‘Trdecal
Gas Company fpr the information/ which 1s contained 1n the trade

journal Butgggzgropane News, This reports that for the past few

years experihents have shown that by mixing the ordinary kind of gas
that we\use for cooking with the diesel fuel, exhqust smoke from
trucks and busses can be cut very drastically., The installation
_ an d inexpensive
seems to be a very simple/operation, I would strongly suggest that
that those firms using a large number of trucks as well as operators
of smoky country busses, lock inte this idea. It would be a very
great boon to all of us if this process is found to be cheap enough
and effective enough and the foul blacklsmoke of diesel exhausts

is forever banished from the face of Jamaica.

Goodnight,
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Good evening: I think there 1s one lmportant aspect of the
current debate on Russién# ships in Kingston Harbour which we seem
. to have ignored up to now, So far we have only discuss&d the
presence of the Russisn ships in terms of whether\theys/did or dia
not have any effect on the results of our gen(ral,eiection: and as
you know, charges and counter=charges are flying about furiously at
this moment, On Friday of last week, ahd/etlll concerned mainly
with the local political scene, Sir ‘4lexXander Bustamante announced
that two more Russian ships are due Eére scme time in the first
half of May., Sir Alexander made 1% clear that permission for these
ships to enter our Harbour wéi given by the previous government.

But while the previous~government had allowed the sailors/:g the
two earlier ships te, gc ashore, Sir Alexander salid those who are
due in May would not\be allowed to go ashore, He also saild that

the ships will not be allowed to take on any stores other than fuel,
water andwmedical supplies, In other wards, they will not be
permltted'to-buy stores of foodstuff,

So we have the plcture looking something like this: The previas
government gave permission for two Russian research ships to x=md
enter our Harbour, allowed the Russian sailors ashore and placed
no restrictions on whatever stockgftﬁzogussians wanted to buy. This
~government, on the(other hand, is only allowing the Russians to
enter our harbour because they do not want to go back on a promise
made by the previous government, But to show their disapproval

they are not allowing any Russians ashore and they are not aldwwing

the Russians to buy food, If the point 1s to show that this governmeni



intends to be more thoroughe=going in ites anti-communist stand than
the previous government, then the point is well made,

But here we run up against the tricky new factor we do not seem
to héve taken into consideration. As from August 6th we are going
to handle our own forelgn relations and we are going te have relatio ns
both with states whose 1deologles we approve of and states whose
ideologies we detest, and the way we handle theg® relations is golirg
to have considerable importance for our own interests, So let us
look at the Russian ship business from thét point of view,

Now that we have decided not to g€ll\them food the Russians may
not send their ships here in May. They‘may decide instead to go int
& United States port for their fuel, food, water and medical supplies,
And the Americans will let them’have the stuff and the Americans will

' \ internationikl
probably allow their sailers.ashore because this is normal/practice,
But the matter does not end there, The Russians, if they want to,
can take most effective reprisals against us for denying them this
normal couﬂrtgay. The Russlans have the power to veto any applicatim
for ﬁembership to the United Nations, So they can hit back at us by
vetoing our membership, I am not saying they will do this: I hope
they do net, The big point is that they can, if they want to, And if
they do decide to veto our membership then there 1s very little wea
our friends can do about it.

And the moral of this is that we will have to thiﬁk a lot more
carefully before we act in an independent Jamaica than we dild in a
colonial Jamaica, If we don't we mafiourselvee into a whole heap of
serious and unnecessary trouble, especilally in international affairs ,

Goodnight,
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Good evening: Speculation is an important part of the human
condition, When man has not got all the information or,all the
knowledge he would like to have on some important tebic of the
day he is =x likely to take the little imformation he does have and
use it as the basis for a wider speculative picture, So let us do
& little speculation on who is likely to bexJamaica s first Governor-
General, But in order xk to speculate with“any degree of intelligence
we must have a basis of fact, otherWiseJWe are not speculating but
guessing rather wildly., So what<tare the facts on which we can
speculate, First, quite some,time ago, Sir Alexander Bustamante
'said that he would be the first native Jamaican occupant of King's
House, More recently,/without actually committing himself, he said
that he had occupied, all’the posts that he said he would: he was
Jamaica e first Bhlef Minister under universal adult suffrage and
we will be Jamalca's first Prime Minister in independence, %;;x%n%:?.
% an addiiional bit of new information which is not public property,
but which Btrengthens this point even more, The story is that the
Premier has asked the Governor to stay on at King's House beyond -
August 6th so that the Premier will have a little more time to
complete his plans, So much for the base of tentative fact: now
for the speculation.

My guess is that Sir Kenneth Blackburne will serve out this
year at King's House, But I should be very surprised indeed if he
stayed on much beyond the end of this year, Sir Kenneth has worked
extremely hard and I think he would welcome a well-earned long rest,

I don't think you need me to tell you what a fine job he has done,



especially in arousing the public conscience on behalf of the less
priveleged sectione of this soclety. Operation Friendship, the
Campaign for a Better Jamaica and a host of other good works were
inspired by this very good man., But you all knov this, _JIn his own
quiet and unassuming w&¥x and always friendly way hejhas d@ne mich fr
Jamaica, But I think he is now'ready to hand ovgr; So4 if as seems
likely, Sir Kenneth @ioes stay till the end of ‘thé=year, he will in
fact be Jamaica's first Governor=General fonr a“brief period of five
to six months and then a Jamaican will %akewover, ‘

At the moment the hottest tip il»ihit Sir Alexander himself
will then take over King's Hbuse,’But,ihere are real problems here,
Constitutionally the GovernorgGeneﬁéi will have a great deal of
influence but very little ae;uai power when 1t comes to real
decision-making at tho“political leve1.~If Sir Alexander goes to
King's House he wili«havi to give up his leadership of the Jamaica
Labour Party gnd his)seat im parliament, To whom wlll he héﬁ the
leadership of\the party? I think to a very large extent th; question
of the auaceqsion will decide Sir Alexander's future action, If he
is satieifled that the party will hold together without his leéderehip
if he canvbe sure that there will be no destructive power struggle,
that his nominee as the new leader of the party would be accepted A
by the J.L.P. hierapblpy, then I think he might be tempted to go to
King's House and what does in effect amount to retirement from active
politics. But there are many and very big 'ifs' and anyone of these
could prevent Sir Alexander's move to King's House,

G‘OOdIllght °
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Good evening: Last night I speculatod on whether Sir Alexander
Bustamante would belthe first Governor-General of an independent
Jamaica: and I ended up & a list of big 'ifs' any wf‘ﬁiieh could
prevent him from moving to King's House - that 19\4f hﬂ does in fact
want to go there, Of course, Kingston itself 15 9&£e with a great
deal of speculation. In some place the big pqiht of conversation is
whether Mr, Ashenheim will become Primg}mrgiéter af Sir Alexander
goes to King's House; in others the;ﬁqﬁﬁ% of speculation is whether
Mr, Seaga is likely to become pcgsibij*the youngest Prime Miniéter
in the world: and so it goes@,ﬁptfo?»course the speculation is not
‘confined only to the éoverﬁneﬁ%vbarty. There is quite a deal of
speculation on the fuitite eé the P.N.P, and its leader, And here
there seems to be dliite.d strong body of St. Andrew opinion which
would like to see‘yrg Manley as Jamaica's spokesman on international
affairs, preferably at the United Nations, Many people have used
as an exghple the case of Mr. Adlai Stevenson who failed to win
elective orficé and is now the maln spokesman of the United States
at the United Nations, But the comparison is false, Mr. Stevenson is
8 BDemocrat, working for a Democratic Party government. The comparison
with the United States would have made sense if the defeated -
Republican, Mr, Nixon were the United States spokesman at the U.N,
And then there are some people who féel.that the leaders of the P.NP.
would somehow be mean and petty if they refused to co-operate with
the J.L.P, government, This is nonsense, It is the business of the
oprosition to oppose, There job in a healthy parliamentary democracy

is to harrass and the harry the government of the day, to make life
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as difficult and uncomfortable for that government as possible, Any
opprosition that does not do this 1s not performing its proper
function, And all this talk about the opp¢sition having to be
constructive is silly. They are there to oppose and, if possible;to
the government
bring about a public loss of confidence in/t%, end to defeat 1it,
This was the function and the duty of the J.L.P. infopbosition and
it 1s now the function.and the duty of the P.N.Py 1In obposition and
we are going to jJudge it in part by how it pekforme that function.
Only in the event of a national emergency, only in the face of a
clear threat to the entire nation and its"imstitutions, can we demaa d
of the opposition that it co-operatess/with the party in power, At
all other times it must oppose as vigorously and as aggressively as
possible, _
ity

On the personal/side there are many people who feel that Mr,
Manley should take a A0ng\and well earned rest after his hard seven
years in office, They faél that the P.N.,P, has come flo depend too
much on one man andwthat it would be good for the party if it had
to get along without Mr. Manley for six months or a year, They say

and roles
it was a'fantastic reversal of the héstoric origins/of the two
parties that the J.L.P, campalgned as the party with the programme
while the P.N.P., projected a single personality., Certainly, it
seems to me that this 1s a point on which the P.,N.,P., must seriously
take stock., Is it a party than can hold together without Manley?
effectively

And what will hold 1t together? To perfomm Itxxfumzkiamx both inside
and outside parliament, it seems to me that the P.N.P., needs to take

& cold hard look at its internal set-up as well as at its relations

with rural Jamaica, Goodnight,
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Good evening: In terms of Jamaica's own interests, I am very
row after all
glad indeed that the government has/decided to let thé Russian
ships now in our Harbour have whatever food stocks{ they want., As
I told you on Monday, this is no more than ndrnal international
practice and it 1s wisdom on the part of our leaders to accept this
fact of international life,

But let us now look at a very di!turbiﬁé by=product of this
entire business, All this talk abdut te1e5rams has led to a most
curious situation. The question‘hag been asked: If these telegrams
have in fact been-sent, how 1874t that the leadér of the P§ople's
National Party knew.about 4t% Then followed the next question: And
does this mean that fbr the past seven years our mall has been
censored by the lateP.N.P. government? And then you get a series
of conclusions, paing something like this: Either there was secret
censorship‘tmder the P.N.P. government or else some civil servants
have betrayed their trust: In either case this is a gross infringe=
ment of“edr civil libertlies, and somebody must be brought to account
for 1t. And so you have a call for an 1nveetigation, and the accuser
becomes the accused, This 1s very neat and very clever; and viewed
by itself it is a reasonable move in the political game of cut and
thrust., And up to this point I have no quarrel with it at all, In
my own view = and I have told you this already « the Russian ships
and the telegrams did not materially affect the election results,
So, this business in itself does not disturd or bother me,

What does disturdb and bother me is that we have recently had

a seriles of calls for investigations of civil servants and of other
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all
bodies and behind/these calls there has been the hint of a hbreat,

the suggestion of an attempt to frighten people into iine.

Now please do not get me wrong; e I hold no brief for people
who abuse thelr positions, I think any civil servant who 1s proved
guilty of taking part in party politics should be fired, No civil
servant is supposed to actively campaign for elther party. And I
think it is perfectly right and fair for this governmeént, if it wisdhes
to do so, to remove any political appointee gf the past government
from any board of corpommtion or sny other statutory or semi-governmen
body, When the P.N.P. government took,office it exercised this
selfsame right: the I.,D.C, was & cdselin point, So I am not
quarrelling with the condemnation of‘civil servants who are active h
politics or with the removal’ of political appointees, This is fair
and reasonable,

What I am quarrelling with is the creation of a climate of fear
and snxiety., If it 13 allowed to grow, this sort of climate leads
to grave sicknesses 1n the soclety: it leads to people denouncing
each othery to.telling tales in order to curry favour and secure
their Jobs,‘to‘the ugly mentality of always trying to get into the'
good books’ of whoever happens to be in power and , ultimately, to
wholesale purges whenever there is a change of government., And this
ﬁan be a very grave danger to democracy itself, So let us put an ed
to these threats and fears, The Premler called on all Jamaicans, of
whatever persuasion, to serve Jamaica, The creation of a mental
Ministry of Fear will not serve Jamaica: we do not want 1t here,

Goodnight,
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Good evening: This month, the month of May, is Child Month, aa d
I think you have all heard or read about it over the pasgt few days,
The history of how it came about, the factskand thefigures and the
needs of the three organisations that make up the:éhf;d Month
Committee = all these have been talked about eﬁ,%hevradio and
written about in the press, 8o I will not sé over the aamé informatiorn
again, I think we all know that the phred~ergan1éations concerned
are : the Cﬁild Welfare Association"vhich concentrates on the
physical care of children and the education of mothers in the care
of their children and the planningvof their famlilies, Then there
is the Jamaica Save the Ch&;dgn Fund which concentrates on infant
schools and play centrcs'fdr:children fmr before they reach school
age, The third ono‘il,tﬁewJamaica Children's Service Society which
concentrates on problems of neglected children, foster care,
adoptions by rélatives in the United States and contact with parents
who have niéraﬁed to Britain and left their children in Jamaica,
So betweeﬁ’them three organisations do in faect provide as rounded
a pattern:of child care as is possible and within the limits of their
resources.-And of course their major problem is the problem of
money, In spite of grants from two government departments and the
K.S.A.C. they Just do not have enough money to carry on the job
they are now doing., In 1960 alone they spent £497 more than their
income on infamt centres alone, And there are only nine of these
centres: six of them in the Corporate Area, two in St. Thomas and
one in St. Catherine., There are no infant centres in the rest of

the 1sland, and there is a desperate need for them all over Jamaica.
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I think we should.have an infant centre performing both the functims
of a day nursery and infant school in every sizeable Jamaican
community of say five hundred families, We owe at least thls much
to the children of this island, We owe them a chance, all of them,
whatever their origia, to eat well and grow up straightjgg mind and
body. And we cannot expect the government to do eyépythiﬁg. We
must play our parts too. And we can play our pgrtérin‘avvery
concrete and practical way. And we can do it in a most painless
manner,

Let every man who smokes give the Dfice of one packet of
cigarettes once a week for this mohth ﬁo'help the children who are
in need of help. If every man in\every town and village of Jamaica
were to do this, the cost to\him would be very small but it will
make a world of differensa'to hundreds and hundreds of children =
gome of them homelesd and hungry and in desperate need of care,

If boxes for the cﬁildreg were set up in every little store and
every little rumshep in Jamaica and tﬁZ?wg;an behind thé counter
reminds eagh, customer that this is Child Month and there are
thousands 8f)Jamaican children~that are in depperate need, I am
sure thatswe can raise a vast sum of money - in small coins = to
bring comfort to these little ones., So please, will every leading
in every community -
citizen/’the teacher, the priest, the district nurse, the local
J.P.:~ will you please all start your own child month effort. And
when you have collected your money send 1t ke to the Child Month
Committee, 13 East Street, Kingston. This ie for our children,

Goodnight,
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Good evening: Tomorrow will see the end of the weekelong
Consultation which the Jamaica Christian Council has been holding
at the Union Theological Seminary here in Kingston. IThi€ Consultatxn
was supported by the World Council of Churches and “theChurch of
England in Jamaica also took part, So thie week-long gathering of
Christian leaders can falkly be described ag "being representative
of every single demomination in Jamalics eibept the Catholic Churech.
There were representatives from Ameriq&,'Africa and Europe and it
was to this gathering that Bishop Gibscn announced that talks on
unity were now going on between the Anglican Church and the Methodist
Church,XrXIxxAXEX

The subject which this group of high Christlian leaders discussed
the whole of this week wae "The life and Mission of the Church in
the Building of the neéw Jamaica" and they paid me the very great
compliment of aakiﬁg me to lead the discussion on social conflict
and tensionrwithin our soclety, and/gomet and spent the best part
of Wednesday afternoopn with our Christian leaders,

As s fesult of this meeting two things have impressed me very
greatly. First, that our Christian leaders are very concerned about
the role the Chmmch 1s playing in our soclety; and second on the
question of the unity of the Christian Churech, I commented on the
moves towards Christian unity on the 25th of last month and my
meeting with Christian leaders have only confirmed the views I
expressed then, So this evening I should like to comment on the

role of the Church in our society.

Now, one of the things I have observed is the importance of



appearance inchurch=going. The women have on fine dreeses and fine
hats and shoes and stockings: they are all dressed up., And so are
the children, And the men are equally spruced up. Suits, collars
and ties, shining shoes and the like, The big question is: what
happens if you are a Christian and you do not have a faney, dress or
fine stocking or a pretty little hat? What happens€lffyou do not
possess a tie or a jacket? In all my years in Jémaiea I have only
once seen a man go to a church service in shirtsleeves and barefooted,
and he went to a Cathollc service. Everywhere else I have found .
thaﬁ if you do not have the right clothesy if you cannot put up as
good an appearance as the other churchgoers, then you just do not
go to churech., The person who is ebviously poorly dressed, the
woman who cannot afford a hat and silk stockings, the man who does
no? own a Jjacket, +they know-that the others are going to look at
them in a funny way = and this is something I have heard agaln and
again from peop1§ who “are devout Christians but who are too poor

to put up the mighthvappearances = and so they stay away from
Chench, Thig™is not just a question of being clean and neat and tig
and showing respect for God's house, A man can be without a Jacket
and barfooted and still be neat and'tidy; & woman can be dressed
poorly and with a kerchief over her head and stlll be neat ané tidy.
But the looks and frowns ofAtheir fellow Christians keep them from
the House of God. So, when you go to your service tomorrow, look
about you and think about this, And then ask yourself how you measue
a person's Christianity: is it by the clothes they wear and the car
they drive? Goodnight.,
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Good evening: The new session of the Jamaican legislature opens
tomorrow, Members of both Houses of Parliament will bé sworn in
and the Governor will read hhe Bpeech from the Throney which will
give us an outline of some of the key things the,new 36vernment widd
intends to do in the immedlate future, So, by this time tomorrow
evening we should have a pretty clear pigture of Jjust how, and in
what order this government proposes %o, carry out its election
promises, Of course we are not goingito get any sort off detalled
blue=-print: Throne epeeches never,are detailed blue=prints; they are
broad outlines of legislative programmes,

What are likely to emerge as the priorities from tomorrow's
Throne Speech? I think to an extent Sir Alexander Bustamante told
us what these priorities will be in his first}¥grmal statementsghs
Premier of Jamaica“on Friday April 27th, At that time he said hie
government weuid do whatever it could to reduce the cost of living;
~and he magde ;:especific undertakings = first, that market fees will
be reduced’ and second, that the fees for truck licences will be
reduced. He also promised that his government that his government
would examine other ways in which the cost of living could be
controlled, So I expect this attempt to grapple'with the cost of
living to be the most pronounced feature of the new government's
legislative programme, This will be both popular and in keeping with
the J.L.P.'s election promises, And in terms of party politiqs,
any assault on the cost of living by the government would be much

too popular an issue for the P.N.P., opposition to fight against,

So I expect the new government, especially in these early days,
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to look strong and decisive and in complete control in both Houses

of parliament, My view is that we are in for & most exciting new
parliamentary session., Both parties in the House are rich in
debating talent. The Front Bench of the P ,N.P, opposition, with all
but two former Ministers back in the House, is strong #nd experienced,
They are probably much more familiar with the detaiis‘of the
ministries they used to run than are the present Minisférs. Mr,

Wills Isaacs should be a formidable critic on Trade and Industry;

and on Agriculture both Mr, Keble Munn apd, Mpi Allan Isaacs will
speak with great authority and experiemce, And Mr, Glasspole with‘
his vast experience as a former Minister/of Labour, a former Minister
of Educatlion and a former Lleader of the House, will be a potent

force in any debate, and partieularly so on Bducational matters, If
Mr, Manley does not go omwtlhe long holiday, on which there has been
so much speculation, £hen) His presence in the House is likely to be
quite as dominating.as'tﬁat of Sir Alexander Bustamante,

But if the P.N;P. Opposition is rich in experience, the J.,L.P.
government &s rich in youthfulﬁtélént, in vitality, in native
intelligencevand a driving will to succeed, And this will, I think,
offset P.N{P. experience in the early stages of our new parliam;nt.
I expect people like Mr, Seaga, Mr, Lightbourne, Mr, Tavares, Mr,
McNell, Dr. Eldermire = most of them very young men = to soon get
into their stride and become?gorceful and commanding parlliamentary
personalities{ as the most outstanding of their older colleagues on
both sides, Certainly, this promises to be possibly the most excitim

parliamentary session in the history of our legislature., Goodnight,
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Good evening: May 31lst, the end of this month, was the date
fixed by West Indian leaders in London last year as tle date on
which the West Indles Federation was to become an dndépéhndent natim
and a member of the British Commonwealth of Napfens, Now, just
about a year later, the British government has fixed May 31lst as
the date on which the West Indles Federatioﬁ”ﬁill formally come to
and end, So, the same day which was ste See the birth of & new natbn
will, instead, see the end of a dreams On that date the West Indies
Federation will formally be declapedr dead and finished, wiped out,
a complete failure consigned\towthe dustbin of history.

One of the strikingUthings about this whole business is that
the collapse of the Federation seems to habe had such a small impact
on both Trinidad,and Jémgica, the two territories that signed the
death warrant f tﬂe Federation., Almost without a pause, Jamalca
has gone on ?s though she had simply taken a slight detour which
took her ‘effithe main road for a little while, but now she is back
on the highway and going full speed ahead, Much the same sort of
thing happened with Trinidad, though to a much lesser degree than
with Jamaica: Trinidad does not seem to have made even a temporary
detour: she has kept straight on the highway, first to internal
self-government and the Cabinet system, and now, this month, to
settle the date for her own independence, The Trinidad independence
Conference will begin in London on May 28th - three days before
the West Indies Federation is pronounced dead.

The only people for whom the death of the Federation has presdnte

serious problems are the people of the eight smaller islands of the
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Winwards and Leewards and Barbados, With the possible exception of
Barbados, none of these smaller islands can be self-supporting on
their own; and it is doubtful whether they can be self-supporting
even as a group. The only possibility of this group of islands
becoming self-supporting would be if really drastic planning were
undertaken to rationalise and integrate the economies” of eazg/zgiands
into a single whole, and if the political structure 1s completely
overhauled to do away with the costly luxuny ofi\each island having
its own little form of Cabinet government. Se far not one of the
present leaders of the 'Eight' seems~prepafed to face this painful
fact of life, .

The leaders of 'the Eight' are/in London now for today's opening
of the conference to try and\setvup a new and smaller Federation,
popularly known as 'The ‘Tittle Eight', If these leaders will come
down to earth, if thq& will face :i:x fact that their islands are
small and poor and cénﬁot afford costly governmental structures,
then something, might come out of this conference, If oﬁ the other
hand they go“omn strutting around as though they are blg shots wantix
the best of everything without making any real effort to help
themselves, then I am afraid the fate of the little eight 1s likely
to be as disastrous as that of the bigger federation. The big
difference is that the consequences will be tragic for the ordinary
people of the eight islands, Britain is becoming poor, she can't
afford an unending stream of grants any more, The U.,N. and the U,S.
will aid a poo%}zzézpendent nation if it proves 1itself, Thls 1s the
lesson and the challenge for the leaders of the eight. I pray they

rise to it. Goodnight.
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Good evening: I told you last nightlthat of the ten islands
which made up the West Indies Federation which will formally be
pronounced dead at the end of this month, Trinidad end Jamaica have
felt the impact of the failure of the Federation,least, Tpe death
of the federation poses no great challegges_ for{the people and
leaders of these two islands, But i1t does=pose very great challenges
for the leaders and pebple of the Windward and Leeward islands and
for Barbados, And 1t is in responsé to, these great challenges that
the leaders of these 1islands are now‘in London to try and set up
a new and smaller federation ofwthe eight 1slands,

This does not of courseymean that Jamaica and Trinidad have
come out of the disastrous ‘federal éxperience utterly untouched,
The heavy burdeh of \the cost of running the four=year=old federation
fell very largely on the Jamaican and Trinidadian taxpayers'
shoulders; @nd\ money which could have been used to bring better
services \to“the people of these two islands went into the financing
of a topsheavy federal superstructure, Jamalca and Trinidad also
contributed greatly to the common services which the federal
government ran on behalf of the ten units, And Trinidad and Jamaica
are under obligation to continue their contributions until the
federation is formally disso¥edd am at the end of this month,

pProbably

After May 31lst an interim organisation,/mprmakiy with Sir
Stephen Luke as.the 1hter1m Commissioner, will take charge of all
the assetts and liabllites of the dead federation and run them

common services until the whole business has been sorted out and

final decisions have been made, A conference to settle all thes€



matters will probably be held in about three months' time., Represeriati
of all the governments who share in the financing of the common
services will meet at this conference, and it is there that I expect
some really tough horse-trading to take place,
For instance, I expect the government of Trinidad!ﬁb put forward
a strong case for British West Indlan Airways to be sccepted as a
common service, You will remember that the govprhment of Trinidad
bought out B.W.I.A, last year. This West Indi#ﬁ airline had been
running at a loss for years as a subsidiary of British Overseas
Airways Corporation., To the best of my'kaowledge it is still runnimng
at a loss, But it is an obvious necesgity in the region. The islands,
especlally the islands of the Eaétérn Caribbean, would bé even more
cut off than they now are if B/W.I.A., were to go out of existence,
: relatively qui¢
I think it was the realisation of how desperately we need/inter-isimd
‘communication that prompted Dr, Williams to buy the airline, But I
think he 1is. also ti#dins the upkeep of B, W.I.,A, a very costly
business, And¢se, I "think, he will press for it to be accepted as
a common gerylee with all the West Indian territories sharing in
the cost oﬁ.runningxit. And I think he will be particularly insistat
that Jaﬁéica should share in this, If the Jamaica government agrees
that B.W.I.A., should be accepted as a common service then we will lmwe
pay & part of the cost of running it. If on the other hand the Jamaka
government refuses,then Trinidad may well decide to pull out of shaing
in the vost of the running of our university. End if that happened &

céuld be the start of whole new drastic chain of events.

Goodnight,



No 421 " 1) The Fear of Violence: A
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something
Good evening: I wonder if you have noticed/very significant =

and for me - something rather disturbing, whenever some _big event
comes up in Jamalica? Just think back to some of theubig'golitical
events over the past five years and pick out a single Péactor that

is common to all of them. For me one such single /faéter ies, and has
been, ali the fearful talk about the possiblliﬂ& of violence., Have
you notlced this thin thread of fear thaflrups through & section

of the Jamalcan community whenever wg are on the verge of something
big and important. Do you remember the atmosphere that was generated
in the Cérborate Area in particulam during the federal elections of
1958? People expected violepbéwand talked about violence and feared
violence, And do you genember the same thing happening in our
general elections of 1959? Once again there was talk of vlolence aml
the generation of/;?§tmosphere of fear, And the same happened at the
time of the ref‘rendum, and again at our last general elections.

And when 4 #;ﬁsnded this week's opening of the new session of the
legislatur® I again heard talk of the possibility of violence. There
were a few skirmishes and a few excited people - mainly party
fanatics = pushed each other about, People tried to break the police
cordons ;nd the police had to restrain them forcibly. But I did not
think this added up to any threat of violence: and yet someone said
to me very seriously and with great concern: 'If it is like this

now then we can mExXxy forward to some real violence in August'’,

When I asked why the man sald 'Everybody says there's going to be

violence in August',

Nowp why is it that a minority,a very articulate and influentid
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minority, of Jamaicans have gone on for years generating the fear
of violence on every big occasion? Part of the reason could be a
sort of subconscious desire for thrills and excitement, much as a
child might wish for the thrill of experiencing a hurricane without A
thinking of the dreadful damege it could do. That could be & reason.

But I think there 1s something much xmxxm more impértant than
the meré seeking of thrills behind all these prophég¢ies of violence,
I think these people genuinely distrust and fear their fellow Jamalcar
Deep down in thelr hearts they have no real Gonfidence in the stabilit)

the majority of

of their society and in the balance and maturity of/their pmapimx
/ggélgg %ﬁg;zgggéct the worse to happen whenever anything important '
comee up, This 1s both a nasty_ and ‘& dangerously destructive state
of mind, I hope these prophets of ‘gloom will take a fresh look at
both themselves and at the»maéofity they fear and s$hen ask themselves
whether 1t 1is not they.whe 1aék stability, maturity and a balanced
outlook, They might, learn a great deal if they are really honest
with themselves,

Now let ﬁe.pay a tribute to Denis Gick who died on Tuesday.
Many of us»nro’soing to miss that qulet and friendly voice which
1ntroducedvéo much of our light classical music, Denis Gick was one
of the ploneers of Jamaican readio and he did as much for radio as
anybody else in Jamaica, if not more: and on or off the radio he
never talked down to anybody or up to anybody. This, I think, was
one of the things I liked most about him, He was a stﬁ?ght and
unpretensious man who quietly and honestly gave much‘to the land

he adopted and loved, He was a good man, Goodnight.



No 422 The Expatriates Among Us
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Friday May 11 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On Tuesday of this week I spent a long, intersting
and most rewarding évening with the members of an organisation callsl
The Overséas Contract Officers' Association., They were”all people
from the United Kingdom ~ Englishmen, Scotsmen, Welshmef, Ulstermen,
and their wives, The men were here working for the’government.of
Jamalca on a contract basis., They possess the,special skills that
Jamaica needs and which not many Jamalcéns have yet acquired, In
other words, they were here doing jobs/whlch had to be done and for
which we either had no qualified Jamaicans, or else thepe were not
enough qualified Jamaicans to fillwall the jobs, These people know
that they are here on a temporery basis, They know that as :::ﬁ =
Jamaicans become qualified the Jamaicans will take over the jobs
they are now doing.,Se the first thing to note is that this particular
group = and they-are men with mainly technical skills and degrees =
is not robbirg any Jamalcan of any Jjob., But getting the kind of
skills these people have -« for instance, becoming a quantity surveyor
is nothsomething that can be done overnight, And so our government
is likely'to need to use the skills of these people for quite some
time to come, Of course it will suit us to d;velop these speclalist
skills as quickly as possible, The sooner Jamalica can fill all these
speclalist technical jJobs with Jamailcans the better it is going to
be for us all round: it will cost the government less in terms of
paying passages and the like and it will be good for Jamaicans to
hold down the top technical and engineering Jobs in the land., This

1s one of the reasons why pressing on with our technical training

programmes are so important and why I selected our Gollege of Arts,



Science and Technology as the most important institution of 1961
when I did my end of year round-up last December,

In any event, as things now are, we have these people with us
and among us bec#use we need their skills, They know and we know that
as soon as we can RIXREmEER replace them with Jamalcans We'will do
so, In fact they themselves expressed the view that 1£ would suit
Jamaica's best interests to develop our own téchnieal skills as som
as possible, But while they are among us,.ané they are 1ikely to
be here, some of them at least, for a number,of years more, how afe
they faring? How are they getting on with Jamaicans? What are the
problems and difficulties they face? And is there anything we can
do to make thelr stay among ws as happy and as pleasant as possible?
And do we want to do anything about it? And what are they doing to
try and get along with”Jamaicans? -

I think one of ‘the things that impressed me most about this
particular group of“men and women was thelr genuine desire to get
along with Jamal¢ans, to do their Jobs well, and to make life as
pleasant, and comfortable for their families, And I think one of the
things\that has distressed some of them a bit is the fact that some
Jamalcans regard their presence as depriving Jamaicans of good jobs,
Well, this particular group is certainly not dépriving any Jamaican
of any good job, or, if they are, then it is not their fault. The
fault, if there is any fault, is with our government who brought
them here, But I am satisfied that there is no fault, that we do
need the skills of these expatriates, Tomorrow I will discuss some

of their sccial and economic problems., So till then, goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday May 12 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Shortly after an expatrilate British contract
officer had arrived in Jamaica and taken up his job, he struck up a
friendship with a Jamalcan in his department who held  a post of
equal rank, The Jamaican invited the expatriate” and\his wife to dimer .
with hls family. The newcomers accépted gratefulljc;nd went, With
typical Jamaican hospitality, a feast was lald out for them, There
was rum and whisky and wine to drinksand there was chicken and beef
and pork and all manner of delightful tHings to eat, The Britisﬂ
couple had a good time and enjoyéd themselves immensely and liked
the people with whom they wefey They were invited out a second and
a third time, And then thé"problem set in. They wanted to returm
the hospitality of tHe Jamaicans who had treated them so well, But
after they had paid'their forty or sixty pounds in rent, and after
the man had sent of'f some money to Britain to keep up his 1nsurance
and to pay the\instalment on the money he had borrowed to buy some
tropical elothes, or complete his training or to help support his
parents, “the young British couple just did not have enough of his
first month's salary to set up anything like the dinner which they
had been treated to by the Jamaicans, In fact thingslwere going to
be very tight until the next pay cheque came along. Sp they did
not return the hospitality of the Jamaicans, After the fine way theg
had been treated thelr pride and self=-respect would not ailow them
to offer the Jamalcans any less. They could not offer them a
modest stew or sandwiches and coffee or beer znd so they Jjust did

not invite them, And when next the Jameicane invited them, they

found some excuse not to go. Their self-respect would not allow them
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to accept hospitality which they could not return in equal measure,
And so the inevitable happens., The Jamaicans say: you see, they were
80 nice when they first arrived, but look at them now, They are
aloof and stand-offish and they've quickly learned to mix only with
their own kind. And so secret resentments are bullt up and charges
of prejudice are made, The expatriates do not realige that the
Jamaicans have probably got themselves into debt tb\put on the fine
feast and the Jamalcans do not realise that it 18 a éombination of
shame at not belng able to return equal hospitality and self-respect
that keep the expatriates away. This mutﬁil misunderstanding is one
of the blg problems the expatriates féeo in Jamaica. I suggested
that they ought to be frank with théirYJamaican friends and say:
look, we woﬁld love to have you at oﬁr homeg but we just cannot
afford to lay on the feasthyod gave us, Will you come and share
what little we'have. But aé I said it I knew that this 1s a hard
thing to ask of stpangers in a strange land,

Another hardshlp ‘these people suffer is the assumption that
anybody with ; white skin is loaded with money and should be squeezed,
They equr;gnéo this in markets and with higglers and unlike us, they
are afraid ﬁo argue about prices and so they pay more for thef same
item than"you or I do, We discussed a whole range of food items on
which these poor people pald a sort of colourﬁ tax., And yet, in spite
of some of their dificulties, these people gave me the impression
that they are happy to be among us, So, next time either = Jamaicans
or =m expatriatesxiriempted to make snap and sweepling Judgements on
each other, I would suggest they pause and think, Most prejudices

are based on pure ignorance and misunderstanding., Goodnight,
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For transmission on :
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Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last night the Premier, Sir Alexander Bustamante
issued a statement on television. The Premier sald that a rumour
had been going the rounds that the government had f&q;itpéd=v~<l~4£mﬂ
arrangementﬁ for awarding a contract for televiaienyin Jamaica, This,
Sir Alexander said, was not the case: the 5ov;rnment has made no
final decision as yet and no agreement has begen” arrived at, Sir
Alexander went on to say that when the time’oomea that matter would
be publicly discussed before any centract is award,

Now, the very fact that'Sir.Algxander made thls statement is
proof that there is some furldeus negotiation and pressurising and
Jockeying going on over tﬁis business of television, On Thursday
night Colonel David $tirlimng, the famous 'Phantom Major' of World
War Two who messed \up “thie Nazis so badly in Africa, flew in from
London. Colonel 8tirling 1s the Chairmah and Managing Director of
Television Internationél Enterprises and he came to put a proposal
for setting up television to our government. Also in Jamaica, having
come 1nvfrom-London a little earlier, 1is Lord Buckhurst, the head
of Redifussion West Indies which runs Radio J;ﬁaica, Radio Trinidad,
Barbados Redifasion, as well as two radio stations in British Guiana.
Lord Buckhurst too is pushing his group's proposals for setting up
television in Jamaica, The third group which 1s making proposals
to the government

/for setting up television in Jamaica is the Gleaner Company which
published another statement of its proposals last Saturday., These
are the three interests in the field trying to get the contract for
setting up télevision in Jamalica., My view is that one, or possibly

working together
two/ Xx@mxmax in this group, will bring television to Jamaica,



Each one of these groups has presented its own proposals to the
government and, under the pressure of compettion, each has assured
the government that it can, 1f necessary, have television in operatior
Jamaica in time for our independence celebrations, And, again under
the pressure of competition, !:::ilnn of the three groups, seems
prepared to put up all ﬁhe money for the start of qperat&ﬁns. I am
reasonably certain that the government is not prepared to make any
financial commitment: I think it is not even prepared to accept the
money as a long=-term loan to a governmentsstatutory body. So, 1if
television does come to Jamaica, it willibe set up without costing
the taxpayers of Jamaica a single penny, in terms of financing the
operation., . 7

The next big question ig “whether our television will be operated
as a privaté commerciél undertaking or whether there will be a degree
of government control by running it as a statutory body. Here I thik
the government's decision is likely to be based largely on Mr,
Seaga's advice to the Cabinet, Mr, Seaga is the Minister responsible
%or radio, films and other cultural matters and televisiony when 1t
comes, willwbe under his Ministry. So his views on how televiéion
should Be/run are going to be crucilal, Mj guess is that Mr Seaga
will favour & measure of government-control, probably in the form
of a statutory board., I think any one of the three bidders would
accept government-control and operate as principal agents, earning
their money as commission on sales and profits, So how is the govermen
likely to decide between these relatively equal bidders? I'll give

you my views on this tomorrow, So till then, goodnight,



No 425 The Television Franchise War (2)

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday May 15 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: If all three of the principal bidders for the
contract to bring television to Jamalca are prepared to finance the
operation wholly, and if all three are prepared to aecopt‘governmenr
control, and if all three are prepared to accept ) nadeat_return in
the form of commission, then choosing between thé;ghrée is not going
to be particularly easy for the government.,rbf myself, I am very

not 4o b€ rushed,
glad that the government has decided/xmxkaKExYksxiimmximximEiding
We would love to have television in timb\fer independence, but o
télevlsion is a fantastically powerfui medium for either good or bal
and it seems to me that laying the'wlght foundations and making the
right choices is crucial far'our future,

So there are a few important factors that I should like the
government to consider in/making up its mind,

First, when television comes it should come to all of Jamaica
as quickly as pessible. If television comes only to urban Jamaica,
if in the fifst year or two or three we only have television in the
Corporate Area and places like Montego Bay, then the wide and unhapgy
gap that now exlists between urban and rural Jamaica is likely to
get worse, and that wili not be a good thing for the country, We mit
bridge the gap between the 'two Jamalcas' as quickly as possible.
But this presents some problems: very few people in rural Jamaica
will be able to afford the price of a television set, So I should
like to see a pattern of community viewing, with the local village
hall as the centre where the entire community can come and watch

its television of an evening., But even for this we will need receivhg

sets and I would suggest that the government investigate the applicatic
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of all three bidders to find out which can bring television to rural
Jamaica mast quickly, and which can supply acceptable receiéing sets
for community viewing at the lowest possible price., If our televisionr
is not a purely commercial undertaking we should be able to get a
number of free gift sets from organisations like Uﬁﬁ.&«Q}g and some

of the big Foundations like Ford, d v ~

Second, I should like our government to enqufné pretty closely
into the type of programmes each of the three?bddders propose to
offer us and what sources they have for bsléviéion material, It is-
pretty well inevitable, especiallj in thg_early stages, that much
of what will be shown will be 1mpor§eﬁ'stuff. I personallj have
nothing against 1mportedrstuff. But what we do have to guard against
is thé importing of the cheapP™and the shoddy and the ugly. There
is some really wonderful, telewision material on which we can call
from abroad, and theneffé’also some shoddy material, I think our
government wants tdﬁnake;quite sure that we get the best from oversas,
I also think ip is\most important to find ou?® what plans each bidder
has for proéua%ng native Jamaican programmes using Jamaican talent,
I think’ﬁhiﬁfﬁﬁsiness of balancing imported programmes with locally
produééd,piogrammes is so important that I hope Mr, Seaga will regad
it as one of the deciding factors in awarding the contract,

let me repeat that 1t is because television is such

Finally, kfxixxigxpasziRizxxIxzRomidxiiKexXioxREEXaXLEXRERARX
an important medium that we must make sure
ARXERKXEREXXRBR X xExrxourxERXrRraiions that it serves the best

entertainment, educational and cultural interests of the people of

Jamaica, in both town and country. Goodnight.’
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For transmissicn on
Wednesday May 16 at 6. 15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: We are all very concerned about the high cost
of living; and one of our new government's most important undertakigs
has been the promise to do everything possible to bg&ng’EEWn the
cost of living. This evening I want to dicuss one»pu%gﬁble way in
which the cost of living could be brought down.,,ﬁﬁi*
Bread is a staple foodstuff: I should g&}iﬁhat at least ninety-
nine point nine percent of the J#maicanggzimﬁhity eats bread. And
in every home in Jamaica flour is uséd{pé&ctically every day: flour
for cakes, flour for dumplings. %So?ﬂbﬁead and flour are almost as
common to our exlstence as sg%; é;ﬂlﬁater. And so, 1f we can bring
down the price of bread gﬁl(fiauf we will, in one single move,
make a big and dramatzeégi;kih our high cost of living. But how are
we to bring down th@j?;;gé of bread and flour when our bakers are
now complaining %@a§ their operations are uneconomic. They put up
the price of eurtoné shilling loaf to one and three because they
sald the ®rice“of flour had gone ﬁp.,
Well nqy,_pne of the problems is that we import our flour from
Canada, Cmmdda is the largest single exporter of wheat and flour
in the world and wheat and flour are the cornerstone of the Canadéan
economy. She exporte milled flour and she exports wheat in bulk,
Great Britaln gets all her flour from Canada but she gets it
in the form of bulk wheat, ama Britaiﬁ?zglls kexxexnxwkEat the wheat
and bags it herself and distributes it. This means that Britains
has had to set up mills to mill the wheat and this in turn has meant

the creation of Jjobs for British workers, But, much more important,

the shipping price of a ton of bulk wheat to Britain is $3.50, If



Britain had bought the already milled and bagged flour she would
have had to pay $2fxsomewhere in the region of $22.50 for her toh
of flour. The shipﬁing price for a ton of bagged flour is $22.50:
the shipping price for a ton of bulk wheat is $3,50., If you make
the maximum allowance possible for loss and wastage i# milling,
you come up with the fact that it is stilll a great‘@eal éieaper to
buy your wheat in bulk and mill it yourself thafi%, Is to/;ﬁiogzgs
of flour, This 1is Jjust a cold hard fact. 3
And this fact means one thing and one thing only; if we had a
flour mlll in Jamaica our flour would“gost less than it costs us
today. And if flour costs less our Bakers would be able to sell us
our bread for less and this is bound’ to meke a striking reduction
in our cost of living. So why @o.we, who are much poorer than Britain,
get our flour
/at the highest price pofgible?
I understand that Trinidad has Jjust entered into an arrangemert
with a group of 1nyes£dfs to set up a flour mill there: and I
understand thé, same group is now negotliating with Barbados and it
looks as though these negotiations are likely to be successful, I
also undefstand that representatives of this same group of investors
came to “Jé@&maica recently to try and arrange for the setting up of a
recelved very coldly.
flour mill here, But I understand they were/¥EryxEmmiyxrErziveix
, I should like to know why. There is no questiog7that having a flour
mill living :
. /here will help cut/costs, so why the resistence? I think Mr,
Lightbourne should lcok into this question of a flour mill for Jama{ce

Goodnight.
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Good evening: The government 1s going to put price controls
on a wide range of goods that are in common dally use; This was the
statement made by Mr. Robert Lightbourne, the Miniafp?,of Trade and :
Industry yesterday., But before Mr, Lightbourn9'quarﬁhis public
annouﬁcement he had first invited Mr. Stanley Nétfé, the President
of the Jamalcae Chamber of Commerce to diecuén the matter with him,
Mr, Lightbourne put his proposals tosMr. Mbtta and asked for the
co=operation of Jamaica's merchant eomminity so that as failr and
Just and reasonable a pattern of ‘price controls could be worked out,
Iﬁ other words, the government 'sees the need for a measure of price
control as an prgent natlional need, and it believes that this need
could be dealt with most |successfully and with as little fighting
as possible if an understanding could be worked out between the
government and, the'merchants, The merchant community, not unnaturaliy,
does not like or believe in price controls, But as Mr, Motta has
made cléar;:the merchants appreciate the fact that Mr, Lightbourne
has coﬁsulted them and they propose to discuss the whole question
with him in a friendly spirit to try and work out some understanding .
So the first thing we can say 1s that on the whole the proposal
to introduce price controls has started off in a relatively healthy
atmosphere, with both the merchants and the government seeming
prepared to approcach the matter in a spirii of reason and compromise ,
I hope this spirit continues during the tricky days of negotlating
that lie éhead.

Now let us look at the really big question which a number of



people have already asked: Why price controls? Is there a need for #?

We all know that one of the cornerstones of the J.L.P's electim
programme was the promise to bring down the cost of living, and this
I think, is the whole point of this price control move, I do not
think there is any other motive to it., The government is committed
to bringing down the cost of 1living: controlling the'pfices»of the
dalily necessities used by the vast majority of Jamaicans is one of
the most effective ways of doing this, Indeed, i{n Jamalca today this
seems to be the only way it can be dohe.

And when we start making a list of all those goods which are,
to use Mr. Lightbourne's pkrase, 'In common daily use' we will
immediately see the extent and importance of this move in terms 6f
the national interest, What do“we use everyday?’Sugar, flour, bread,

milk, cornmeal, olils ande¢fats, "fish, meat, wegedadbles: shirts, pants,

>,

shoes and all manner ¢f women and children's clothing ané—iuams: pots
and pans and kettles, 'and@ stoves - but you can go on making your own
somethese things the prices are pegged at what
list, DNow, if én gEIyxmrximxikexmaxixeExpERsiveExafxikExmExiRings
they are'nov,72g Prices are reduced on the more costly items, the
effect will“be very striking. Your pound note will be worth more than
it is now _because it will be able to buy more, And a genuine'drop n
prices will mean that more people will be able to share in what we
have, Things will be xkaxeid spread out a little more evenly than now
But of course there will be problems, and. I will discuss some of

these tomorrow. So till then, goodnight,



No 428 Price Control: Some Problems

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Friday May 1§ at 6.15p.m

Good evening: I think all reasonable people would agree that k
the cost of living is unreasonably high in Jamaica; further I think
they would agree that this burden of the high cost of 1liv alls

most heavily on the poorest sections of the Jamaican ty.

The household in which the total family income i or four or

five pounds a week pays exactly the same price ems of foodstuf
and items of clothing as does the househo the total family
income is fifteen or twenty or thirty week, And so the poaer
families often have to do without m.nygNER' e basic necessities -
let alone the little luxuries w ch point and meaning to civilised
living. Xram I think most peo ould see the necessity for price
controls from this point ew,

But,some would ile we agree that price controls will
make things easier poorer people, is it not likely to do

great harm to bu Ns and can Jamalca survive and prosper without

a flourishi ess community? Are not price controls likely to

put some out of business? When I spoke to Mr., Lightbourne m
Wednesday I realised that he was acutely aware of this particular
problem, And it is precisely to safeguard against this that he has
called for the co-operation of the merchant community. I think the
pattern of price controls is going to be related to the mark-up of
price, For example, if it costs say a pound for a particular merchamt
to bring a particular item into the country - and in this pound 1is
included a proportion for wages and other overhead expenses = and if

this merchant then offers this item for sale at two pounds, this waid

seem & clear case for price control, if the item is one in common
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daily use, The margin of profit in such a case would be a clear one
hundred percent. The government may declide, depending on the turnover
of business, that a reasonable profit on this particular item should
be twenty-~five percent and set the controlled price of the item at
one pound five shillings., So instead of making a profit ‘EE:)pound
the merchant would be making a profit of only five s@s on the
item. This would certain be a big cut in his proiizé’\\u it would
certainly not be big enough to drive him out o‘igu ness,

p

8 high but
Let us take another case where the m xXkmw am® the turn-
ca

over 1s very slow: a case where the me n just get by with a
forty percent mark-up because sales a\ and far between, It would
obviously sult mm neither the intere of the country nor the merdant

to impose price controls. Equallyi In a case where the turn-over is

very fast, as in locally pr soap, if the mark-up is reasonablp
there would be no nee @*

ice control: if on the other hand the
mark-up seems unrea high then there might be price control,
Certainly, pric %’c 1 will mean a lower margin of profit but it
will not me ezing anybody out of business,

Anogher®guestion and a very tricky one which I think is likely
to come up 1s that of wages. I expect some merchants to say that if
profits are to be controlled then wages should be controlled too, Ahd
here I think the unions will have a great deal to say. Indded we can

great debate.
expect a bigx@ixsm=ximm But I think the fundamental point we must dl
face 1s that it is in the basic interestg of all the people to bring
down the cost of living as quickly and sensibly as possible,

Goodnight.
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Good evening: I am sure you are familiar with most of the current

headlines, The United States and Britain and Australia ‘Ei;sew Zeaknd
1

are building up their forces in Thailand in case of c

from Laos; the United States in carrying on nulc%\ s off

st attack

Christmas Island; the British Home Secretary, . tler, 1s in Afrka
trying to bring peace and reason to the ex e raclal situation

in the Rhodesias; the leaders of what ome known as the Little
Eight - the Windward and Leeward Isla@d Barbados - are in Londn
trying to set up a new federation ;hﬂv’bst of them are showing that

they have learned hardly any 1?#0m the failure of the bigger

federation., There is an e on in British Guiana to find out the
facts of the recent buown of Georgetown, The daily bloodletting
goes on in Algeria;eth inese are starving in communist China and

Mr, Khrushchev a\sik g his usual nolses. These are the headlines,
the important ing points. And there 1is an equally wide range of

topie ri%::::f in Jamaica: cost-of-living, price controls, television,

and the wo .
But let me skip all these and go a little off-beat this evenirg.
The little 1sland of Martinique is in the West Indies, 1t 1s ae
of the Windward Islands and it lies between Dominica and St. Lucia,
It is an overseas department of France, the glorieffi French name for
a French colony. It i1s 425 square miles in area and it has a population
of 265,000 people., A very unimportant little place, one might say.
And yet, is it all that unimportant?

Since 1948 some very strange things are said to have been
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happening on that little island: in fact strange are these happenins
that the French Government has set up a special institute on the
island and has sent some of its top experts to investigate what is
going on., And this is the story behind it:

saucer, dropped from the skies and buried itself gery the

In 1948 a mysterious object, some people say it was lying
i

ground, Whether an object did in fact drop from the not, 1s a
talking point, something that has not been prove sproved, What
is a fact is that since 1948 a very strange an rful radiation
‘ has been going on on the island, and this radioactivity has
made everything growf. Reports are th @crea‘bures and all plants
are getting bigger and bigger. Ca k ogs are at least six inches
taller than before; insects 111‘511e , ants and beetles have grown
to elght times their normal sIzey The dangerous copa=-lizards which
are normally eight inch ;E have grown to two feet and over,., HonSes,
cows, pigs, chickens i:::)& become larger than they normally are.
Rats are the size o 8 and attack babies and grown-ups. And even
human beings being affected, though to a lesser degree: a 64-year-
old scient ew two and half inches taller in two years. And the
thing tha\:zg’worrying the experts is that this growing process
could go on and on, generation after generation, until a new race of
giant creatures spill over the island and spread to the other islamds

then
and/to the world, a new master race of ruling giants. It makes you




No 430 The Shipping Cartel

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday May 21 at 6.l15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last Thursday Mr. Robert Lightbourne, the Minister
of Trade and Industry, sald that his Ministry intends to k the
stranglehold that a powerful shipping cartel has o @ture of
Jamaica. The lmmediate reason for Mr., Lightbour 2‘5‘ urst was te
news that the shipping lines had raised the s e on the canned
citrus that we export: the old surchargex shillings, the new

h

surcharge is fifteen shillings. This @ at we will have to pay
nine shillings more for each ton of 52"{ citrus that we ship out

of Jamaica. This simple fact 1s se 8 enough and I, for one, both
understand and share Mr., Lightb 's anger. The dreadful fact is
that 1t does not matter ho the people of this country work to try

compete in the world ma @ , our chances of doing so successfully

can be destroyed b shipping costs. For example, it costs South
Africa four shi gs Yand nine pence to ship a crate of citrus to
the United Ki ; 1t costs Australia just over seven shillings to

ship a crateNof citrus to the United Kingdom; but 1t costs Jamaica

eleven shi ngs and three pence to ship the same crate of citrus b

the United Kingdom., And please bear in mind that in terms of sea

miles and the like we are nearest to the United Kingdom: Australia

is 11,630 miles from great Britain; South Africa i1s6,176miles; Jandica

1s 4,030 miles from Great Britain., And yet it igigiéc;iace which is

so very much closer to xkE Britaln than Australia and South Africa,

which pays a shipping rate that is so fantastically higher than the
more

rates pald by those two/distant lands. This is the big handicap we

face with practically everything we export except sugar and bananas.



And we Just cannot afford this kind of handicap in the tough and
compeétive world of the 1960s, As it is South Africa and Australia
can undersell us badly because of their greater productive efficleny
and the lower shipping costs they enjoy. We must become more efficient;
but efficiency by itself will not help us much unless ou ipping
costs are a great deal more reasonable than they now@
AMEAXXRXEXXERERREREXZXaRxIXAnRIRAXARER X AR R XOWX, EXIRXERRRK
R XNRARXWNBRXNAR R X XA XEXREREI X IXXBEARXNARKXXAXKRRXR X IpErXEXEoEX

The ugly part about this business, an h&freason why our shiping
it

rates are so fantastically high, has to Mr. Lightbourne's use
of the word 'epartel'. In this case tl’\ el 1s an assoclation of
shipping interests who have agreede themselves on the fixing of
prices and other conditions ana:E’~;he keeping out of any unwelcome
competition. And/%ﬁis case% rtel to which Mr, Lightbourne reférred

is the Association of Wn les-Transatlantic Bhipping Lines. These
&

are the people whom V htbourne described as having a strange-hold

on Jamaica's fut§<;; d the fact of this strange-hold can be measured
by the realit

that wou@ bly charge less to carry our goods, often leaving

Jamaica w

rgo ships belonging to other lines, cargo ships

thelr holds empty., This is no Joke. And Mr. Lightboune's

use of the word 'strangke-hold' is nothing more than the bitter trmith.
To reduce our cost of l¥ving,toc earn the money we need to give

the poorer sections of tre Jamaican community a better break, to grow

and to prosper, we must break this strangge-hold. This, I think, is

a real national issue, way above party and person, It is also a tough

issue and the government is going to need the support of everyone of

us to break it. They are entitled to that support. Goodnight.



No 431 New Look For Agriculture?
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Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I think we are now beginning to see a lot more
clearly how the new government sees some of Jamaica's b roblems ,
and the plans of action it has declded on - on some ortant

fronts at least. Perhaps the most important sin@ sion in tems
m

of the immediate interests of the majority of cans is the decidon
to impose price controls as a means of br down the cost of livirg.
This, again in terms of the majority, Eziversally popular
decision, It is now important for th rnment to put the decision
into effect as soon as possible, thgﬂbr decision, one from which

that imdmxixi®x people se up new industries will be given

the benefits will be seen inEt g run and not immediately, is
incentives to set up aee in what the Minister of Trade and
Industry calls the D sed areas of Jamaica, As I understand it
this means tha 1l o®r industrialisation efforts will no longer be
concentrated e Corporate Area of Kingston and St, Andrew, and
with on aNtoken factory here and there., I have before now express ed
the view t the people of Jamaica would behefit a great deal more
from our industrialisation programme if it were more scattered
throughout the island than it now is, so I am very happy indeed about
this decision.

The other area in which very important and potentially far-redhing
decisions have been made 1s in the fiels of agriculture; and none
gave me as much pleasure as three points Mr., Gyles, the Minister of

Agriculture mentioned in Port Antonio on Saturday.

Mr, Gyles said that the government was thinking of supplying

mechanical tools where farmers could not get labour at reasonable
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rates, With this kind of assistance, he said, it would be possible
for the farmer and his famil¥y to get on with the job themselves,
This, for us in Jamaica, 1s a pretty radical sort of approach. It mans
that it would be poesible for a small farmer, using a small tractor,
to plough up 1s farm in a day without the use of outside 1lp. This
sort of operation would of cocurse only be possible ongre ely flat

: s

?/ - 3
land, But it would be possible to use

lside land
tee, once really careful and permanent terracing 8 Deen established.
Indeed, the decision to use mechanical help %s would be a verw
strong arcument for undertakine a long= rogramme of terracing
Jamaica's hillside land. This is the thing that has been done
most successfully in Israel; and p%&

to get the very best out of lan ich i1s verv much more mountainows

ike Javan are models of how

than ours simply by good a fully planned terracing. I think once

we do get around to ser t racing we will be amazed at how little

use we have made of ou d in the past. That is the day I am looking
forward to, But c se this using of machines 1is going to mean
one very imovo 55\\hinz: it 1s going to mean the displacement of mmny
farm 1abi;i:§L especlally on the smaller farms, What are we going

to do wit se peovle who have been displaced by machines? Do not

get me wrong: I am all for using mechanical helv, But I do/igiik we
must think clearly about the problems that will ensue,

If I am right in my interpretation of what lMr. Gyles has said so
far, then we are in fact goling to bring a new look to our agriculture.
We are goling to try and out it on a proper business footing in stead
of treating as a form of soclal welfare activity to help ease our
unemployment problems., And if that is in fact the case then we are

going to face a number of problems, some of which I will discuss

tomorrow, So till then, goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
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Good evening: If you look at any country in the world where tey

have made a success of agriculture, one strikine thing ;‘;ES, out:

successful agriculture is not a large employer of 1lab his is =
for big countries as well as for small countriesQ~ so for the

big United States and it is so for the small I of Puerto Rico.
I have been on really large British farms %jmto hundreds of
acres, where you have the farmer and h ly and perhaps two or
three agricultural labourers, But th& ople use the most modern

methods of farming and nc men does t ork that can be done by a

machine: the machine is stronge nd the machine is quicker than a

score of labourers., And s ese countries where farming is
successful agricultur @xbutes greatly to the national revenue
but its contributl sing unemployment is lower than almost ary

if is

other sector df%ﬁhikéa.ional economy. So, %X agriculture/becomex more

efficient 1 2 it is bound to use more machines and less men.
I think 1sNis a fact we must face squarely and make up our minds
about. We must declde either an efficlent and modern system of
agriculture which will progressively use less and less people on tle
land or else we must continue the rather primitive pattern where
welfare and employment considerations are paramount, If we choose
efficlency then we must prepare for a great drift from the land and
an upsurge of unemployment in the cities,

There are things we can do to make this transition as easy as
possible. My pet national terracing programme 1s one such emergency

measure: the setting up of factories in rural Jamaica and building



of satellite towns around the factories 1s another. And of course

the new money brought in by a revitalised Jamalcan agriculture could

contribute greatly to the opening up and development of rural Jamaica,
My impression is that Mr, Gyles wants to give agriculture this

new look, Certainly, from the long term point of view th in ¥=a

Jamaica's interest, But the problems of the transit o@ ikely ® |

be very great indeed. If this is in fact the bro< 3&63 n of Mr, Gles'

thinking then one thing becomes of vital impo c

the entire farming community in Jamaica dc@ie very hard thinkirg
a

and that is that

on the part that agriculture can and s% ¥y in the national life
of the country., I do not think the 83“‘ ent can carry through

this great extercise by itself, It 1 oilng to need the advice, the
criticism and the suggestionsyo Tarming community; and of course
it is goling to need their_c ation.

But many of our @ and our farming institutions are set in

their ways and shif me of them is going to be quite a Job., Some
are going to re change for no better reason than that they are
uced to the ol s and are against change, It is rather like the

people w clear hillside land by firing. You tell them what terride
long-term age 1t does but they go on doing it because that is how

it has always been. They are hidebound by the wrong traditions, the
tad
wrong customs, the wrong habits. Breaking these/habits is often a

play
hard and difficult jJob. But it must be doneif agriculture is to/xake

its part in the bullding of a decent future. Goodnight.
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Thursday lay 24 at 6.15p.m.

Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Yesterday's'Labour Day marches errupted into

a nastywave of violence, One woman was killed and a 1 e number

of other people were injured, some of them quite b@

striking aspect of yesterday's outbreak of violen ¥the high

ery

casualty rate among the police. Reports are t ween fourteen
and sixteen policemeﬁ were injured while tr o restore order,
And from the reports it would seem that in gangs went out of
their way to attack the police,

What are we to makeof‘thf\\ggz) outbreak of violence? And
ibe

tate attack on the police?

what are we to make of this
I think the first_é% most important thing to do 1s to

get the whole pict.ure t8 proper perspective, There  enough

people who are alre§y°'- ying that political marches should be

banned; that this’ffﬁ he beginning of a new wave of lawlessness

in Jaﬁaica, at all their fears and warnings about violence
have be tified, Tp these people yesterday's ugly outbursts
are af%::;>ble dark shadow of the shape of things to come, So, let

us try and set the picture stralght before a wave of destructive
panic 1s generated,

Yesterday's outbursts were very ugly indeed, But this was not
an island-wide oupburst; in fact, it was an outburst in one section'
ofﬂKingston only. There were Labour Day demonstrations and marches
in other centres of Jamalca, And these went off peacefully and
quietly and cheerfully. It was only in Western Kingston that we
had the nastiness and the ugliness of violence., So let us not

smear and brand all> the good and decent ordinary citizens of Jamalim
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for the crimes of a small bunch of lawless political fanatics, This
is the first point we must get clear, This»ugly outburst of violence
was confined to a small part of Kingston: it was not a national
thing. So let us not build it up into anything bigger.

‘I am not saying this to minimise the 1mportance of"this nasty
business, I just want us to look at it in a balmc@%\xt sven
viewed in this Palanced light 1t 1is still very \ ¢ It is by
these methods, by violence and intimidation, bQMking the law, .
by attack their opponents with clubs and ;;E’%hat most dictatorships
come into being. These were the metho <::§3'by Hitler's goon sqauds,
and Mussollini's fascis£ thugs to e the rule ofvlaﬁ. And
once the rule of law was underm ‘d;\xe way was clear for the
dictators., That is why I am icularly disturbed by what seems
to have been a calculate k on the police,

And let us face h leaderé of our political parties must
take a iarge measur lame for yesterday's violence, Now, I am

not sa&ing thag\;: 0 in the top leadership of the parties specifica;
e

encouraged e, It is not as simple as that, But the fact remains
L
that for time now a measure of violence has been tacitly
e
accepte all parties as/légitimate part of party activityes, I

think our political leaders must now make it clear to their followers

that an independent Jamaica cannot affopd this brand of political

activity;And if the rule of law is to survive then our political

leaders must stoﬁ undermining the authority OF OUR POLIGE FORGE,
Goodnight,
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Good evening: After Wednesday's violence the relations between
the police and a section of the citizens of Kingston ane‘}ikely
to be even more strained than ihey normally are, Th%lpb;iée had to
use strong measures to stop the violence; they qséd>ieif gas‘and
they used ﬁheir clubs; and in the process they-magﬁ have hurt quite
& number of people, It is likely that some ézﬁpie who were not
doing ‘anything wrong were also hurt in the Process, And when this
'sort of thing happens people become ﬁnﬁéﬁstandably biltter about |
the police, And yet, you know, %his buéiness must have been quite
difficult for the police theu&e;ve;. But of course, the person who
is at the receiving end g{ ﬁgar;gas or a night-stick is not going
to worry about the diffisulties of the man who throws the tear-gas
or uses the niéht-sildk.'\To him that men is the enemy, and there
is never anythlng ‘good about the enemy. :

But let us try and think calmly about Wednesday's outburst.
Let us asstm@ that there were no police with their tear-gasg and
tyeir night~-sticks., What would have happened, The violence would
have gone on unchecked; and instead of one person being killed and
a number injured, we-may have had ten or twenty or a hundred killed
in an orgy of shooting and stabbings and the like, Iﬁdeed, % g
thelr had been no restraining force to stop the violence, it is
most likely that it would have spread, like a wave of madness,
reaching out further and further until it became utterly beyond
control, And who knows how'far such -a wave of madness might have

spread befdfe sanity returned? I have seen mob violence at firsthand,

and believe me, it 1s a form of madness that can spréad like a forest
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fire, consuming e#erything before it, If we had no police to stop
Wednesdayéoutbursts the whole Jamalcan picture might be different
today. We are all of us subconsclously aware of this: we know that
the police are our shield against the complete collapse of orderly
living. And yet we all tend to resent the police and to regard them
secretly as enemies, ' /

-

And the police, on their side, often forgeﬁ;;haﬁ fhey are there
Some ‘@ f/them
as servants, not masters, of the public./ TrEY tend to see every
private citizen as a potential criminal ;/they ;end to be bossy and
high=handed, they tend to bully the fo_fé&l;fa,nd the ignorant,

Both these attitudes, that of théwprivate citizen and that of
the police, are hangovers from the célonial past when the police
were the servants of an alien master imposing an alien rule ofi us,
But all that is ended noWi;=Ioday the police are our servantsy the
‘guardians of rules ang lawé made by us, The frouble is that neither
the hearts and minds Sf'the police nor the hearts and minds of the
private citizens are as yet adjusted to this new fact., I think once
both police{&nd public are adjusted to this fact relations will be
so mich NappPer and so much healthier,

So'I would urge every citizen to think very carefully about
his or her attitude to the police, and about the part the police
play in our soclety. And I wouid also urge every policeman to think
very carefully about his relations with the public and his attitude
to the publid. It seems to me that after what happened on Wednesdsy
such a careful thinking out of the relations between police and
public is very badly needed for the sake of the society.

Goodnight,



No 435 The High Cost of Dying

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday May 26 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: We are always talking about the high cost of
living, and certainly the cost of living is so high today that it
is an important talking point. But I wonder how many‘sf.yeu have
given any serious thought to something which has recqntly struck me
very foreibly - and that is the high and rising cost of dying.

I first discovered thisfgzwmgﬁenombnan on my last visit to -
the United States, Some friends had taken mé out for the evening,
and after dinner and the theatre they %ook-me to Harlem's most
famous night-club, the Baby Grand, Thée fame of the Baby Grand rests
of phe shoulders of an‘entertaiper‘called Nipsy Russell, and to
realise just how good Nipsffﬂﬁssell is you must combine the comic
skills of Charles Hyatt and& Ranny Williams, Anyway, it was while
Nipsy Russell was telling one of his famous stories that a very
tall and 1mpressive man joined our table, collected all our bills

I protested but
and then ondered champagne,/One of my friends said: 'That's all
right. He can afford it. He's in the funeral parlour business',

Negroes

And then I discovered that some of the richest/mnn in the United
States are in what my friend called the Funeral Parlour Business.
A large number of these men, he said, had become millionaires
because of the high cost of dylng. The blg man who had Joined us
was one such millionaire. This interested me so I asked a number
of questions,

I found out that having a really impressive funeral with a
beautifully polished masxkEk coffin of hardwood was a'must‘for most
American Negroes, They geherally had an expensive dunlopillo at the

bottom of the coffin and the walls were lined with the finest sk



and costliest slilk materials, Often the body of the deceased was
efbbalmed before burial: and all these preparations were generally
s&?%ii%ﬁgby the funeral parlour which supplied the hearse and the
transport as well as a choir of really beautiful singers. I also
found out that the lowest charge in New York for puttﬁqs on such
an impressive funeral was in the region of two tholigahd, dollars,
which would be somewhere near seven hundred pgangéafof us. This
does not of course include the cost of tﬁe-gugéial plot or the
clothing of the mourning family. And it/is n@t-;!—l-n- the very
best in funerals: it is impressive bdtlno\more. Something more
elaborate could be had for two or ihrés*br‘four times the amount of ,
money. And so an impressive butvfsgdiively modest funeral worked
out at about a thousand pouné;f*And #8, in order to have the right
kind of funeral people sﬁa?t paying off to these funeral parlours
well in advanc4,dﬁg‘much the same way as we pay insurance, And so
dying has become@a b%g and costly business with costs going up.

I was xnﬁigﬂnf*feminded of all this by a funeral I attended
recently héﬁefxﬁ'Jamaica. The man in the family had died leaving
his wife andf;oung children a modest amount in savings and insurance,
In order to put on the right kind of funeral the wife spent all the

savings. And now she has to feed and house and clothe and educate
three youngsters without a penny in reserve, It made me wonder
whether the man himself would not have preferred a more modest
funeral with éome money in reserve for his growing and living young

children. What do you think? 's.ccses.ees0s Goodnight,
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Good evening: I think there has been & certain confusion
aﬁogt the position of imported tinned citrus. The way the.news has
come out it would seem that the government has impgsed a&"complete
ban on the importing of tinned citrué, which comes méfhly from
the United States, But in fact this is not the_egse. The government
has not banned the importing of tinned citrus And I thinkf the
use of the word 'ban' was particularly'unfortunate in this case
because it gave the wrong impression, which can cause unnecessary
~misunderstanding between ourselves, and trading interests in the
United States, b

What has in fact happened is that the importing of tinned
citrus has been placed on‘specific licence, which is a completely
different thing from baﬁning. If tinned citrus had in fact been
banned 1£ would have meant that we would not import such tinned
citrus under-any circumstances., But with tinned citrus on specific
licence, it Simply means that no tinned ciltrus can be imported
witgythevimporter first getting a licence from the Trade Board,
So the position is that tinned citrus 1s not banned anddgzzll be
imported.

The big difference is that it cannot now be imported freely
and any old how, If anybody wante to import citrus now, they must
"first go to the Trade Board and ask for a licence, And before the
Trade Board will give such a licence it will consult the Citrus
Growers Association, If the Citrus Growers Association prdves to

the satisfaction of the Trade Board that local citrus can supply

the need then the Trade Board is likely to turn down the apllicatim



for an importing licence, If, on the other hand, the Association
does not satisfy the Board that it can supply the needed citrus,
then the Board is most likely to give the permission to import.
This means that whether the supply is locally produced or imported,
the consumer will not suffer: tinned orange juice w;ll'be;hvailable
for those people who want it. Whether it is 1ocallg-p§aduced or
whether it is imported, will now depend entiréij en;oﬁr ciirus
industry. So the challenge, as Mr. Gyles 1nd;oa£éd last Thursday,
ie to our local citrus industry. They §aﬁ have the entire market,
if they can win 1it, o\

And it would sult both the‘industry and the country if they
can meet the challenge and cg@turé‘ihe market. But the industry
will have to prove 1tse1f.;1r¥hiﬁk this sort of challenge will be
good, both for citrus 1n‘pafficular and for agriculture in general,

I think that one pogsible reason for the popularity of tinned
orange Juice, especi@lly in the Corporate Area, is that it is alwapm
avallable apd at arfeasonable price, in and out of season, I think
that most péépie would prefer fresh oranges if they were as availalle
and ifﬂprieeé compared favourably with the tinned variety. It 1s a
sad comﬁ;ﬁtary on the poor state of our marketing that Kingston often

'/gggiegsshortage of reasonably pricedﬁgiigus that we have to import
the tinned stuff, I look forward to the day when citrus growers
have so improved their marketing that we will not need to buy the
tinned stuff. The citrus growers now have the incentive to bring

this about, Goodnight.,



No 437 The Shipping Cartel (Follow=up)

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday May 29 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On Monday of last week I gave you the hard facts
behind Mr., Robert Lightbourne's statement that his Miwiétry intends
to break the strangehold that a powerful shipping aan;ei ‘has on the
future of Jamaica., You will remember that I ga&e‘you facts and
figures to show that we who are nearer the Uniﬂed Kingdom than both
South Africa and Australla had to pay more tg ship our citrus to
the United Kingdom than both those more @;étant lands., And the
~reason for this is that the Associ&ti@thf West Indles-Transatlantic
Bhipping Lines had agreed among themselves on the fixing of prices
and other conditions and on thg'keeping out of competition.

Since Mnnﬂxxxaxxnmhunal made that broadcast a number of people
have expressed their angqr at this state of affairs., But over and
above their anger hu&»béen the worried questlion: How can we break
this s‘l:,ra.neglehgld‘:“ﬂN

Well, €I, have been trying to get the answers to precisely this
question},‘ﬁbw do we break this stranglehold that this shipping
cartei hgg‘on Jamaica's vital trading with the outside world?

The obvious answer is to try and bring in another shipping
line to do business with us. And I cean tell you that this is
precisely what the government is doing now, Mr., Lightbourne's
Ministry is now having talks with a new shipping group to try and
work out arrangements for them to carry our cargo. I am surZ;:111
understand that it is not in Jamaica's best interests to name this
new shipping group at this time., The Assoclation of West Indies-
Transatlantic Shipping Lines 1ls going to do 1its damndest to try and

wreck any such arrangement if it can; so the less the Assoclation



knows of what we are trying to arrange, the better, All I will tell
you now is that 1if this deal does go through, and it looks like
going through,-then our shipping costs are likely to be much lower
than they are at present.

But as I told you oﬁ Monday of last week, this 1&’5ging to be
one of our toughest battles and our only hope of bré&kiggfthe hold
of this cartel is by united and determlned suppei%’gﬁeihe government,
if the going gets rough, as it is likely to.dd;'f 3

For instance, when India tried to braak'the hold of this same
BEXHXHXENAE Line by bringing in anothery shipping company, the cartel

shipping charges

dropped its/RrizEx to am so low a Icvaqkthat it was losing money.

In this way it underbid the new Em shipping company.,amAxEzrEeRxik
auxxafxkuximexx The Indlan mérghents did not realise what was going
on. To them competition §adfi£mp1y resulted in a marvelloup droppimg
of shipping charges,=gnd\a§'merchants and exporters would do any=-
where, they 5ave;tpé1£»éh1pping business to the lowest bidder. And
since the lowéqﬁ biﬁder was the same big cartel which had previously
charged go‘muéh:&they gave thelr business to the samé line, The

esult wé{lthat the new company was squeezed out, leaving the big
monopoly cnce more alone in the field, And then the monopoly put up
1ts/§2§§ii to even higher than they were before. and India found
herself more completely at the mercy of the cartel than before,because
no other line would come ;n and take a chance in case fhe Indian
exporters let it down, So,'if the government does do a deal with

a form of

another shipping line, we would be commiting/economic suicide if
we let the cariel break it by under-bidding. This is the blg danger

in trying to break this shipping stranglehold. Goodnight,



No 438 The Hong Kong Wall

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Wednesday May 30 at 6. 15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evehing: When the East German communist regime built its

Wall to prevent East Berliners from escaping to West Beplin and to .
freedom, the entire western world expressed shock anﬂ hor;br.
Newspapers, radios and every other means of comqun;pn&ibnﬂ dramatised
this new form of communist-barbarism. And every ﬁ%né East Berliners

defied and defeated their communist overlorﬂs by escaping either
over &&/under the wall, the press and peaplo of the western world
applauded and welcomed them as brave and;heroic fighters af for
freedom. And wg,all of us gener;%ly £ssumed that the Wall was a

)
particularly communist brand”ai_wiékedness and inhumanity. And we

all of us condemned it, gs'itgge;;rved and still deserves to be
condemed. \

: But 1f we condtmh the Berlin Wall, is it not our duty also
to condemn the neW Wuil which the British have Just erected in
Hong Kong to kgepuout refugees from Red China? Or 1s there one
standnrd_ﬁf;gg&éement for what the communists do and another standad
of judgaméﬁt for what the western democracies do? But let us get
the facts‘straight first.

The British Crown Colony of Hong Kong is a tiny area of 391
square mlles,offf the south-east coast of China: but as well as %k
Hong Kong island the colony also includes a biece of steep hillside
land on the Chinese mainland. (So, liﬁ% with Berlin, there is a
land border between communism and democracy. The border between
British Hong Kong Ixx22xmi¥mxxIsmxx and communist China is 22 miles
long. The population of Hong Kong has always been high, Before the

refugees from communist China started flowing into the colony its



2
population was estimated to be about two and a half millions, But
since the coming of the refugees the population has shot up to
somewhere around three and a quarter millions, Now this, by any
yardstick 1s a staggering increase, ahd what makes it worse is the
Limimesx very smallness of the colony., We in Jamaica with more than
ten times the land area of Hong Kong are worrled abgut population
growth and our population is sIightly over half tilat“of’ Kong Kong's
population, But against this we must'set the fact™that Hong Kong
is not an agrécultural country. It is one of\the greatest free ports
in the world, with a shipping turnover thdt“makes ours look silly.
It also doeé extensive ship building'apd repairing; and it is way
ahead of us in its manufacturing 1pdustr1es.~And you know that ﬁhe
more industrialised a country~ds, the more people 1t can support to
the square mile, But having naée all these allowances, the population
is still fantastically”high, And this is the reason why the British
" have built their Wall alohg the 22-m1ie long border to keep out
the refugees from eommunist China. I have given you all the facts
so that you,should see that there is a practical justification for
the Wallg, Bub no matter how practical the Justification, I cannot,
on any mpral grounds, find any excuse for the British sending the
refugees back into communist China, especially when the Formosa
government is willing to accept them, Sure there are problems and
difficulties. But are these more important than human freedom? For
me this sending back of the refugees is a monstrous and unforgiveale
/:ﬁgugﬁnity. To excuse this we must also excuse the Berlin Wall and

MOre...s.. Goodnight,



No 439 The Expenditure Budget &
Jamaica's Financial Position

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday May 31 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Mr, Donald Sangster, the Minister of Finance,
this afternoon presented the Expenditure Estimates of our Budget
for 1962=53 to the first business session of the new Hoﬁée of
Reprewentatives, After Mr, Sangster presented hig‘EStinates the
House adjourned until next Tuesday when his propcsuls will come
-up for formal debate, This will give memberé-of our parliament
roughly five days in which to study Mr. Séngster$ proposals, I
think they are going to need all of ﬁhéso five days to study, the
Estimates, and I also think we age going to see a really lively
debate on the Estimates next¢week, I personally think it would
be premature to shoot off my mouth about Mr, Sangsteréds proposals,
Like our members of parltament, I want to take a little time to
study all their posﬁibleximplications, especially as this goverment's
approach to our finances may be markedly different from that of
the past P,N.P; government,

Whaifi y9uld like to discuss this evening 1is the much publicisd
statement ﬁhét our national purse is empty, that the government
finds itself without ang money. This talk has alarmed many people
who interpret it as a suggestion that the past government has led
the country to the verge of bankruptcy. Now let us face 1t, there
are great political advantages to the/giizi in power if such a view
’is popularly accepted, The government will be able to say:'We had
intended to do this, that and the other but we now find that there
just 1s not the money to do 1it; so please do not blame us 1f we

cannot do all we want to, This is the mess we inherited from the

previous government', This is smart politics and it can be an



effective way’of winning sympathy in making unpopular but necessary
decisions, But there is always the danger that this sort of talk
could become more successful than the people’;ho started it intended
it to be., People might really believe that the country is on the
verge of bankruptey; people might really believe that fﬁgsgca is
flat broke and in a mess, And if they believe this"and:éépecially
if the investors believe this, then we could get 1nﬁo ‘a real mess,
A wave of panic might lead to a drying up of-moné&yénd to a drastic
drop in investment, So I believe that all this talk about how broke
the country is can be a very dangerous thing, for all its political
advantages,

But what is the actual econéﬁigfstate of the country? In terms
of money Jamalca owes to the éuﬁtidé world something in the region
of £30 million pounds: thgt-is about the size of our national debt,
Against this, our groys Nfﬁional Product 1s in the region of £250
million pounds a gear in other words, the national economy generats
about 250 mill&gn paunds a year, To describe this as belng broke

is like sayingsthat a man who has ten thousand pounds invested in
all sorté’bfi@rofit-makins things, but who does not have a penny in
the bank;»is broke, And this is patently silly., In fact, a really
intelliggnt and pushing businessman does not want to have cash in
the bank, That is 1dle money. And so the absence of hard cash is
no sign of being broke., It is important that we should get this fact

straight: Jamalca today is not broke., Tomorrow I w111;5u33531¥$%ﬁ#r |

« So till then, goodnight,

+f e



No 440 Who Controls the National Wealth?

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday June 1 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I told you last night that it seemed to me silly

to suggest that Jamaica, which owes roughly 30 million pounds and
%, is broke.

On the basis of such figures we are well-off as

has a Gross National Product of roughly 250 million gpo
%. In fact,

on the basis of such figures we are not being honest in

describing ourselves as an under-developed . Again, on the

basis of such fihgur'es we should have no @ ulty at all in raising

loans provided the conditions are r d provided we project the
and mature
image of a politcally and econonﬁl( stable/society which will

honour its obligations; and,  of co sé, provided the money is
available, So, on the bas the sise ¢ our Gross National
Product and on the re allness of our national debt, we should
not have any @iffi raisinE?iglg%s from abroad. :

But I think 111 come up agalasi « completely different
kettle of fis \ we try to raise grants from abroad for developmert
purposes rthermore, I also think we are likely to have a very
hard @f we tried' to raise special long-term, low-interest-rate
loans from abroad for development purposes, I think agencies like
the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund are likely to
ask pretty searching questions 1if we apprdach them for these specilal
kinds of low=interest loans, And certainly, the Americans will also
ask some searching questions of thelr own if we appealed to them
for development grants. Indeed, I think it was quite an achievement
for the past government to get the kind of money they did from

the United States for the low-cost housing and rural water schemes,

I think the first question these people are likely to ask,



once they have looked at our figures, is: What proportion of your
Gross National Product, what proportion of your own money, do you
use for your own national develbpment schemes?

= And how will we answer them? I cannot give the flgures in
pounds, shillings and pence and I do not know if anyb se can,
but all the evidence sﬁggests that we use a very's oportion

of our Gross Natlonal Pr-oduét to plough back fQ‘t onal developmnt,
a

About sevnty percent of our Gross Nati froduct is in the
hands of the private sectot of the econ let us say the govemmen
national

would still be pretty small, Most ies use a very much higher

uses a large portion of the 30% in i ds forﬂdevelopment. This
2

proportion of the national prod&g\\jﬁrnational development, and
gsome countries - Britain @‘i?!hUnited States are classical examples
finance all thelr own de ent projects out of their own nationsl
resources, When ve tl@f aild, we automaticaliy think of Britain
and the United Shat What we often seem to forget is that the morey
for guch aid t me out of the pockets of the workers and business
people of t countries in the form of taxes, So when we ask these
people fon help they are likely to ask: What are you doing to help

hey are likely to say: A ,
yoursel e see that as a nation you have a Gross Natlonal Product
of roughly 250 million pounds, well, tell ugjyou use 1t.-What share
of it goes into the development of your nation as a wholé? And what
contribuiion is the private sector making to your national development
And how do you regulate i1t? These are some of the urgent questions
I hope our parliament will deal with when the debate on our expendityr

Estimates come up on Tuesday. Goodnight,



No 441 The Politics of Economics

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
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Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Because this 1s Budget time, I have spent the
‘1aat couple of evenings discussing the economic state of the nation,

The key points I suggested were: First, that it seemed"fa /me silly

to say that the country was broke because there wua h fixed and

<y
)

visible sum of money to call on, Thinking in uermﬁ of money in the
kitty is essentially small-time colonial eco%gﬁics which Jamalca hes
left far behind., Sefond, I suggested thii;kiﬁh a Gross National
Product of roughly 250 milllon pounds, a year and a national debt of
roughly 30 million pounds we shguld have no difficulty raising any
loans, provided all the cond%;;pns are right, And third, I suggested,
in the form of a series gf"yégflons, that we may find 1t hard to
get aid, as distinct frsm‘;oéns, because we ourselves are not doing
encugh to finance cﬁ;ioun development plans, ZXhisxIazkxpmirt Politks
and economics aré7o§i§h pretty intimately bound up, especially in
national affau‘s And it is on my third point, that of financing

our own doveiopment that economic decisions must in fact be
dominatgd By political considerations,

I sﬁggested on Friday that describing ourselves as an under-
developed nation was not strictly true. All we have to do is look
about us and measure the standard of living of the Jamaican middle
classes against the standard of living of the middle classes in
the United States or Britaiﬁ to realise that our middle classes are,
in some ways, very much better off in terms of creature comforts
than the middleclasses in those two great countries, Very, very
few middleclass families in Britain or the United States enjoy the

luxury of one, let alone two maids and a yard boy. Porportionately,



more middleclass families in Jamaica own cars than do families in
those two great countries: and as for the two=-cars middle class
family, there are prortionately more of them in Jamaica then in
those two countries,

On the other side of the penny, neither Britain norsthe United
States can match us for our extremes of poverty. Pontiénatiéy, our
unemployment and under-gﬁployment figures are vagtlyfgréater'than
theirs, And in terms'of what your pound note ‘or yeuf dollar bill
can buy a greater percentage of our working people earn less than
do the working people of those two counﬁriés.

But you should know all this.,,ﬁri'Eddie Seaga brought all this
to dramatic public light when hekgtarted the great debate on‘the
'Haves' and the 'Have-nots' when the J.L.P, was still in opposition,

I think we can say With-éémplete fairness that possibly our
major single immediate pr;blem is the problém of the uneven
distribution of the wealth of the nation. And I think i1t was the
public regognipibn df this problem by the Jamaica Labour Party, and
its promise,to de, something about it that largely won the election,
In persuit efvits promise it has announced that it will introduce
price Eentﬁbls and it has put orange Jjulce and tomato Jjuice on
specific licence, But these are really small dramatic gestures,

The great big problem is still ahead of us, It 1s the problem the
P,N.P, did not face up to; and it is the one Mr, Seaga dramatised,
and it is the one Jamaica must face up to sooner or later: and that
is the problem of the distribution of the wealth of the nation,

At bedrock, and in spite of all our other fancy moves,thls 1s Jamaica
most profound politlcal, economic and social problem, Its solution

is going to demand much from both government and people, The sooner

we tackle it, the better for Jamaicsa, Goodnight,



No 442 The Meaning off Indpendence:
Departure of British Army

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on ’
Monday June 4 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On Saturday,which g;?celebrated as the official
birthday of the Queen, we witnessed the formal leave-ttking of the
"British garrison from Jamaica, There are still British soldiers at
Up Park Camp and Newcastle, and some of them w;li”bg'hére until
the 22nd of this month. But officiall{he Britiiﬁ 'é;my garrison
has said goodbye to Jamaica, After 250 yaaf#‘bfvbeing responsible
for our defence and for our security, they h&ve handed that
responsibility to our own people. :Aﬁd“this is one of the most
1ﬁportant aspects of the meaning;g: ;ﬁdependence for Jamaica, I
think most of us have taken thQFQresence of the British army for
granted: it was or it seem;dua‘natural part of the local national
scene; something thaty had aiways been with us and so we did not
give it much thoughty “In times of stress and troublé - ina a
hurricane, in a éffike that could stop the economic heartbeat of
the nation,s wWhehever amykmsy there was the threat of large-scale
violence tdfgverthrow the elected government - the British army
garrison was always on hand, willing and able to éo into efficient
actlon in order to help keep the peace of the land, Without thinkirg
too much about it, we knew this and the knowledge gave us a sense
of security. And those who were bent on large-scale trouble and
mischief weggéstrained by the knowledge of the presence of the
British army among us,

Soon now all this will be over, We will have to carry the
burden of our peace and security by ourselves, I think many people

realised the full impljcations of this fact for the first time on

Saturday morning as they watched the impressive farewell ceremony



at Up Park Camp, And I think a number of them suddenly felt a little
worried, a little disturbed, a little uneasy, Possibly'the greatest
single prop on which Jamaicaps stability and internal security
had been based in the past, was quietly being removed. And suddenly,
a number of people thought very consciously for the\,fifai time

of this protective shlield to our stability whieh wo»havé‘éll taken
sp very much for.granted. And let us face it, thny}ef them sﬁddenly
became frightemed of the whole thought of 1ndepundence, and had
second thoughts. X

Quite frankly, I think this is 2 veﬁy much healthier reaction
than the other and more prevalent dh@ For many people the coming
of independence looks like being iome sort of a monumental ball,

I have already told you of th@rmun who said he was going to drive
down King SBtreet on AugUgt=6th and park his car anywhere he liked
and God help eny polﬁpemém who bothered, And there are others for
whom August 6th wi;l&ﬁe the beginning of a week=long drunken spree,
And there are'stillfothers for whom August 6th will mean fremdam
that brand er M freedom' which is not freedom at- all but the worse
kind of anti“social lisence - expressed as the sort of violence and
hooliganmzm we saw on Labour Day.

And so it seems to me that it would be a very good idea for us
to try and do a little clean and straight thinking about this
independence that 1s Just ahead of us. When the celebrations are.
over, when our flag is flying, when the important guests have wined
and dined and gone, what will we see in an independent Jamaica? What
wlll independence mean? I will continue this themd tomorrow evening,

so till then; goodnight,



No 443 The Meaning of Independence:
The World and Ourselves

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
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Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I ended my comments last night by asking: what
will we see in an independent Jamelica after August 6t he answer
is obvious but let me state it all the same, We wi eg 1o strikirg
changes of any kind, If a decent clean up and p ’N§~ Job had bean
done before we will see the remalns of it aft pendence, The
streeis, the cities, the towns the villages look the same after

independence as they did before, Jamavc 8till be the same

3ed by the same sun, washed

land with the same hills and valle
m

by the same raln, bounded by th a sea, If there 1is unemplojment

before independence the coml f independence will not wipe that
out; 1f there 1s hunger elessness, if our cost-of-living is

high, if the gap betwg t 'haves' and the 'Have-nots' 1s wide,

if our marketing org
our exportis are 1o ; 1f all these things are with us the month or
the week o t\ear before independence,. then the fact of the
coming : ependence will not wipe them out., Jamaica will be
the s;h:f;>ace; the people of Jamaica wlll be the same people, We
will none of us suddenly achleve a new dignity, a new status, or
new wealth simply because Jamaica became independent. That will be
the position inside ‘Jamaica both the week before and the week after
indpendence.

It is outside Jamaica, it is in oﬁr relations with the outside
world that we will see the most immediate changes. Immediately
after independence we will have a High Commissioner in London and

one in Ottawa; we will have an Ambassador in Washington; we will

have a Consul in New York; and we will have a permanent represeﬁtative



_at the United Natlons. And these people will ®ake over the responsidlt
from Britain pf speaking for us in the outside world and of arguing
our case on trade, 6n aid and other economic and political matters,
They will also take over responsibility of looking after Jamaimans
who are abroad, And of course these people.are going7§; Need offios
from which to work and staff to do the routine worﬁ,tApd‘so the
government has allocated just over £320,000 fqrhyhétéeiting up of
the Ministry of External Affalrs which will muhlcur relations with
the outside world, ‘ i

And so the two most immediately fté@ﬁniéable realities to come
out of our indepndence are: First, #ﬁtt we must take over responsidli
for our own millitary forces, which 1s.bound to involve us in the
expense of mmmeyx of keep up‘%ﬁét force: and second that we must
take over responsibilitj'fﬁfihéndling our relations with the outside
world; another cost;y‘joﬂ‘which Britain d4id for us formerly. So, in
both these two veény i&partant matters/;gik coming of independence
means the shouldering of responsibilities which Britain carried for
us before ig&qaeﬁdence, It 1é to the Qutside world and in the
’outside Q&?id that independence Will bring to Jamaica and Jamaicans
a new sfatﬁs and a new dignity. But we wlll have to pay a price in
both money and responsibility......But what does 1ndependenc§ mean
to the unemployed man or woman}grogg tggn;an\scratching a living
from a small holding up in the hills? Does it mean anything to
the poor and the hungry? And should it mean anything? I'll try to

~nswer these questions tomorrow so till then, goodnight,



No 444 The meaning of Independence:
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Good evening: If the coming of independence is not going to
make any striking and dramatic difference 1in the condi?ions of the
poor and the hungry and the unemployed and the dispous@%éﬁa, then
what 1s‘the‘point and meaning of independence for'thé§e>people?
Why should a man or woman who has nothing look’fjgward to and
celebrate an independence that looks like oﬁférﬁﬁg him or her nothing?

Trying to answer these questions béipéxgs to what seems to me
to be the heart of these discussiongaéf’igé meaning of 1lndependence,
I think most dispassionate obseryers wiil agree that the active
preparations for our independggce;celebrations, as well as the active
interest in ﬁhese prepartiong}ihave been largely confined to that'
section of the Jamaican-@bgmunity which Mr, Seaga has described as
'The Haves'. The 'Have-nots' have shown sigularly little interest.
I think part of tﬁg»neéson for this may well be the fact that Jamaica
has really bean 1nté£na11y independent for quite some time now, But
another péﬁai%le reason for this lack of interest could be that the
'Have-hats‘ do not see this &8s the coming of their independence.
From the point of view of someone who has nothing the coming of an
independence which offers him nothing may very well look like no
independence at-all - that is, unless he gives it a meaning that
includes qualities that are other than materialistic., So, what
quality or qualities can we give to the meaning of our independence
that would be Xmpmrkamk charged with the same emotional content to
a Kingston businessman, an unemployed citizen of Back=-o-Wall, a

Rastafarian, a middle-class house wife, a city clerk, a man in the

hills with a small holding, a big farmer and a countrywoman who has



to carry her household water from a standpipe half a mile away?
What does our independence offer that is/big un!ugh and/zzrong and
so compelling
/ememghk that it can bind these very different people together in a
common bond of love and loyalty? This is Just another way of asking
whether Jamaica has in fact developed a national spirit:that 15
strong.enough to transcend class, colour, creed o ﬁealtﬁ. Because
if if has then this is the one factor that will¥“make independence
as meanfngful to the poor and the hungry agd the dispossessed as it
is to the wealthy and the well-fed. .jﬂ

I think the iiii‘ of this natiguml spirit is there., I think it
has been there for a very long timé, T sthink all the impulses of.

Seed flower

the soclety are to let this/gemm'grow and/fimmrizk: but everybody
looks to everybody else for nﬁfﬁring it and nursing it while they
themselves do business &dg=usual, This, to me, is the ﬁiggest of tie
challenges of indepen&en@e. If an independent Jamalca is to be ‘
peaceful and stable\then all of us must share in the responsibility
of making it_8o: net only must the rich give up a share of their
;:i%;gn for “the general good, the poor must also give up a share of.
their wealth, which is their labour, for the general good. And our :
leaders™mist tell us clearly and simply the things we must do and te
responsibilities we must shoulder, to make and 1ndependeqt Jamaica
a better place to live in for all its citizens,

If we do these things then we do not need to fear the challenging
adventure of transforming a people and a country into a uﬁ&ed natim

Goodnight,
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Good evening: When the debate on the EXpenditure Estimates wss
resumed 1n the House on Tuesday, things went along very much more
quietly than I thought they would., Mr. Arnett, who led e?*? for the
Opposition, criticised the Estimates on what werecééﬁgnzially points
of detail, though he did make the point that with lgﬁs being spend
on development projects less work will be pfp@iébd. But there was
no sharp point of conflict of principle, aad‘§o there were no high
and dramatlc moments, One interesting,ﬁﬁiﬁt that did emeréé from
Mr. Arnett's speech was the facttthaf.%ﬁé government porposes to
spend a round figure of £460,000 iﬁ*éll on our independence
celebrations, I suspect thag ﬁa;t of the reason for the relatively
quiet response of the @pﬁdsﬁtion was because neither they, nor the
country, are in posieéaioﬁ of all the details of how the @overnment
proposea to spend Ehg nearly 43 million pounde in the Estimates,
But much mare 1nterest1ng to me then the actual agrument about
facts angd figures were a few important side issues that came out of
the House &itting. And here the people who raised toplcs of wvital
1ong-term importance were Mr, Lightbounne on the Government side ami
Mr, Manley on the Opposition side., Mr. Manley asked the Premler sa
list of questions on the very vital matter of Jamaican migration to
The citizens of
the United States after independence,/All the other independent
countries in this region of the world enjoy free entry into the
United States to live and to work, Mr, Manley wanted to know whetler
an independent
the Government would make sure that the citizens of/Jamaica en joy

this same privilege, I do not think I have to stress the importance

of this parﬁicular matter of free entry into the United States: we



all know that this could make a world of difference to our unemploy-
ment problem, and therefore to our economy, especially now that
Britain has decided on restricting entry there,

From Mr. Lightbourne we had two equally important announcements,
The fifst was that the structure of our tourist 1ndustgy“yquld be
given a new look, A Diretor of Tourism, a man with pfgf;ndional
experience of the tourist industry, will be appg;ﬁté&‘vThis I think
quite clearly means that the Government has decidéd to scrap the
RrERERE Tourist Board which now runs theiindu;try. In its place there
wiil be set up a consulsdtive board mgde”ﬂbsdT persons who have &
vested interest in the tourist indulérx;;This board will be able to
make suggestions and give advice:=put‘tﬁe responsibility for runnirg
Jamaica's tourist industry wf@l‘pe-zhe sole responsibility of the
Director of Tourism who, ;n’ﬁﬁﬁn, will be responsible to the Ministe,

I think the whol§ po1n£ of this new move is to try and make tle
industry mch more 3&néicén in character. Many people have felt that
the benefits of tﬁejtéurist industry have gone into too few hands;
others havegﬁélt'that the industry as now conducted was selling
Jamaica Ehpr€3culturally. I think these critics were right, But I
think ithis only falr to say that given the simple of objective of
bringing dollars into the country, and with no socilal, political or
cultural considerations, which was the original directive to the
Tourist Board, that Board and especially Mr, Abe Issa, have done
a pretty good job. And so I was glad that the Minister paid tribute
to Mr, Issa, I think he deserved it. And so now we will have a new
look in our tourist industry. Tomorrow I will discuss the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and the vexing problem of mechanisatbn,

So till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: The second important announcement Mr. Lightboum e

made when he took part in the Expendlture Estimates dg:;é; in the

House on Tuesday evening was that Jamalca would Jjo e (eneral
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. As its name sugdes N o o E
an international agreement entered into by th ns of the world

to regulate and streamline their trading r ns, The Treaty

setting up G.A.T.T. was signed in Gene 47 by some 23 nations,
itain, Today nearly 90%
of the world's trading natlions re :érs of G.A,T.T., The treaty
setting up G.A.T.T, =akER s ezﬁ%ﬁgﬁmain objective to Be the
reducing of trade barriers ?ﬁe*en nations by mutual concessions,
This means that when@ a becomes & member of G.,ATT our exports

_1ncluding the Unifed States, Canade§:574
m

would have fewoura cess to a larger number of overseas markets
than we would ha tside GATT, In turn, of course, we will also
have to thpgﬁggkg markets open to other members of GATT., There is
a safeg g»{?{hi gh., If we can prove that letting in a particular

commo:ity};s likely to damage our economy, We can, by negotiation
and agrééﬁent, restrict the entry of that commodity. Certainly, if
it is %k our intention to stép up the volume of our exports then
membership of GATT is crucial,

And talking about stepping up our exports brings me to the
urgent problem of meéhanisation. On Monday of this week the Trade
Board a notice placing all mechanical equipment for the cutting,
réaping or loading of cane under open general licence, This simply
means that no such mechanical equipment can be imported into the

country without official apprdval. And on Wednesday the Premier,



2

Sir Alexander Bustamante, ‘sald the Government would not peemit
workers to be replaced by machines unless the interests of the
displaced workers have been fully safeguarded, Now this statement
of Sir Alexander's is one with which no fairminded person inside or
outside the sugar industry can qﬁarrel. People are mo important
than machines, And I think most of us would agree thét e had

'po choose between the interests of people as aga&\;-‘\%

higher production, we would choose in favour oQ&

human beings, But 18 this in fact the kind o ice we have to

iciency and

terests of

make? I do not think so, I think it m em so, from the short-
term point of view; but from a lo % point of view the interest
of efficiency and higher product :szie in fact the best interests
of the people of this countr :g}g’;bviously not in the best
interests of the people of country 1f we produce our sugar at
such an uneconomic rat:::S we cannot compete in the open market:

not only the indust the workers in the industry but the whole

country will suff our sugar industry collapsed because it could
not stand u compettition in the open market., So it seems to
me that oblem 18 not one of man against the machine, but rather
of how best

/to put e Jmachine to the/service of man. And in our sugar industry
this means a coming together of management and labour and the
government to work out how best we can use machines to increase

: at the same time
efficiency and production without/hurting the interests of labour.
Just -turning our backs on the machines will solve nothing and might
damaged our interests., So let us think creatively about the problems

of mechanisation 1instead of kmimg becoming latter day Luddites,
Goodnight.
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Good evening: I am a great lover of meat, and since I also

have to find the money to pay for my wife's housekeeping, I am

particularly sensitive to any change in the price o ts And so
I was quick to notice 1t when the price of tbew weht up by -
two pence at the supermarket where we shop t e of minced
beef also went up by two pence a pound. decided to
conduct a little investigation, and th my most regular
listners and correspondents, a Mr 8 who lives in the Cross
Roads area, telephoned to ask w not mentioned the rise in

the price of beef over the psst th e weeks, He sald that in the

Cross Roads area the price eef had definitely gone up over the
past threé weeks, I h confess .to my friend that I ha&'missed
it and then I look it: this is the plcture for the Cross
Roads area, as 1 it.

Sirloin Nk which sold for 6/- a pound just over three weeks
ago, now or 7/-. Sirloi@ roast which was 6/- 1s now 6/6,
Round ‘gte which was 5/- is now 5/6. Other parts which used to
sell for 5/- a pound now sell for 5/3. And shoulder which used to
sell for 4/- a pound is now 4/3, And inside the Cross Roads meat
market Joints that used to sell for 4/- a pound are now selling
for 4/6, :

The basic reason for this is that there 1s a beef shortage at
the moment, and the shortage is most pronounced with the cheaper
cuts which most people can afford., When you go up to the more
expensive cuts like,your fillet and the like there is hardly any
change. ©So it is thé poorer people who are being hit hardest by-

/



these new increases. Soup bones which used to sell for 1/3 and

1/6 are now 1/9 and 2/-. And even worse is the fact that imported
lamb has gone up because of the beef shortage, Stewing lamb which
used to sell for 1/6 a pound now sells for 1/9., And t eg of lamb

that used to sell for 3/- a pound now sells for 3/2;;:"

I think it is only fair to point out that 1h\~ this very

marke@ rise in the price of meat - especially ef - only in the

Cross Roads area. In the big supermarket t mark-up was, as far
as I could discover, very much sligh QB?Q I am inclined to
suspect that in places like Trench nd other heavily populated
wofking class areas the pattern ‘Q\}ely likely to follow that

of the heavy mark up of the‘§zggs Roads area, And so i$ 1s most

likely to be the bulk o rking people who will feel the pinch

most, And this, I -@ , 1s a rather standard pattern in

Jamaica, When the |88 of things go up it is generally the poorer

people who get hi rdest. ‘ -
It wa nghhy 16th = just over three weeks ago = that Mr Robert

Lightﬁ;::gi the Minister of Trade and Industry, announced the

govern s intention to put price controls on a wide raénge of

go;ds that are in daily common use. And having a piece of good fed
beef should be part of our dally common diet, even if it is not so
for very many people., I know that three weeks is a very short time
in which to work out all the details of a reasonable and fair price
control system, But I think that in the light of this increase in
the price of beef, Mr. Lightbourne's Ministry should try and do
something quickly about beef prices, especially about prices of the
cheaper cuts., The meat content of many a Sunday dinner is going

to be very skimpy indeed tomorrow: so let us have some action, pleas e,

Goodnight,
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Good evening: On Saturday evening I gave you the details of the
rise in the price of beef in the Cross Roads area. Within hours of

my doing so the Premier, Sir Alexander Bustamante; issuédfa statemav t

Prece s
condemning the rise in gﬁéjﬂ#ﬂﬂfTﬁ“ﬁE@f and warned that his

A stablised
government would take action to see that beef pniees are xtxhiitxni
at a reasonable level, This, I think, meana_that by the coming
weekend we can look forward to beef priged=being at least what they
were before the increases were 1ntndduééd about three weeks ago,
I am particularly pleased by the quigk\response of the government
to my revelations: it shows @& healthy and intelligent sensitivity
to reasonable public épiniom preésures, and that 1s a very good
thing for our democrasys' ¥

of
And talking about, prices and public opinion, one/my regular

listners, ;l%ummt;l: j.,‘ﬁ’;l written to mg disagreeing ‘gniwhat I said
about pricg_éQﬁtpols, or, at least, e an aspect of price controls,
This bua%neéé of price control is, as you know, one of our big
talking ﬁbints at the moment, But before I go on to the substance
of Mr, élummer's point,let me assure him and all my other corresponder
lthat I do welcome both criticisms and disagreements, It is only
under dictatorships or unde{'what are known as'guided democracies'
that criticism and disagreement are frowned upon. Ours is af free
society and everyone of us, no matter how high or how low, has a
right to his or her opinions, and has a right to express those
opinions without fear. And for me personally getting the frank

opinions of listeners 1s one of the most rewarding parts of my job.

And now for the substance of Mr, Plummer's letter: he wrote in part:



"I must disagree with you altogether about the controlling of
prices, and 25% being adequate profit for a dealer....Let me draw yur
attention to what you probably oversighted., Any fast selling items
in drugs or hardware that you make 5/= on the pound that you invest

cannot work because you seem to forget that there are tthE;>ps selling

the same article and most of them not far from each ., Then you

must remember that there are people like myself :ﬁ!; mport 30 or
more items out of which three may take the ma ;zzhe balance selling
very rare, Most of the time, these things bad, so how would the
trade come in, or the importer with th t and Loss,..."

Mr., Plummer then goes on to 118N of the major expenses of
the trader such as rent, light, tezghhfﬁe and wages, all of which
are high, He then gives a ligt ome of the things on which ﬁhe

P.N.P. government had put p ontrols and goes on to say:

"If we are think educing the cost of living in the right

way, we must start cing the cost of everything professional
and otherwise, use asking the importer or the merchant to
control the and leave them with nothing to make a falr living
on, I think he government want to reduce these items, they shoull
cut Customs ty, the shipping cost should be lowered, I am not sayhg
for one moment that the cost of living in not very high, but one camot
do business like that, The scale must be balanced, " Mr. Plummer's
statement seems to me reasonable from the merchant's point of view,
But in balancing the scales we must bear in mind always that it is ke
vast majority of Jamaicans who suffer from the high cost of living;

and balacing the scales in their favour a little is an important part

of good government. Goodnight.
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Good evening: On Friday of last week we had the news that
Trinidad and Tobago will be come independent on August BiEEtJFO, Jamaica
and Trinidad, the two kost important islands in the %
a

will become independent in the same month. This

Caribbean,
t at the
Commonwealth Prime Ministers' Conference in Septemfer two new membas
will be welcomed and both will come from t %af the world, Amd

it is very likely that both Trinidad an ica will join the Unital
Nations as soverelgn independent stan‘,&g\G bout the same time, I
think we will find that for some tfhgzgﬂnymgountries in the outside
world are likely to lamp Trini‘i:.gnd Jamaica together as just a

couple of similar islands aribbean sea., To an extent we must
expect this: we are ,jus le of small fry in the great big world.
Indeed, Trinidad an a will be a couple of the smallest natiams

at the United Nah{::i s well as in the Commonwealth.
h

But I th the part Trinidad and Jamaica can play at the
United Nati s well as in the councils of the Commonwealth can
be vastly important thah our two sizes suggest. Trinidad and

Jamaica could speak with force and with authority for the entire

that is very
Caribbean region, projecting an image/different from the rightwing
dictatorships of Haiti and the Dominican Republic on the one hand, md
the leftwing communist dictatorship of Cuba on the other. Together,
they can focus world attention on the needs of the Caribbean in a very
unique way. I think they could, and proably will, do all this given
two conditions: first,that their own political and economic system s

are stable; and second, that there is general agreement among the

leaders of the two islands on the approach to external relations., I



these two conditions do not exist then we may find Trinidad and Jangica
pulling in opposite directions and in all probabllity cancelling out

each other's influnce both at the U.N. and in the councils of the
For
Bommonwealth, ¥rmm this reason what happens inside Trini;Egj and what
a

policies the government of Trinidad persue in its ext latiors ,
are of great importance to us: and of course, what v\ s of equal
importance to Trinidad,

And so the apparent unanimity worked out en the Trinidad
government and opposition &k on the const in London 1is of gret
importance to us. Trinidad has a rac munal problem which, if
it is not handled with care, could ;::he serious., ©Some of the leakrs
of the Trinidad opposition are :ﬁ?g’;laying the raclal game, trying
to play up racial feelings be ?Indians and Negroes, Some of them
have demanded representi;f:> racial lines and some have even called
for an outright parti the country on racial lines, If any of
these racialist move cceed, Trinidad will be in trouble and its
present polit ag\ﬁt

contrast, iticall very stable, with no communal problem at all,
ﬁ:o;l

ability might be very seriously upset., Jamaica,n
On the ec ¢ front Trinidad is very much better off than we are,
They have more wealth per caplita and richer natural resources, But we
can, with sensible planning and distribution of our wealth,maintain
and build up the stability of our economy. So, if Trinidad copes wih
her communal problem, and there is a meeting of minds between the
leaders of the two islands, then, after August, we could have a strmng
new

/voice from the Caribbean speaking in the councils of the world, The

challenge is to the leaders of Trinidad and Jamaica, Goodnight,
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Good evening:
xKyxdixEuxg¥mm In the early part of last week I discussed the

meaning of independence for us, What I said has provoked a_fair

amount of letters and comments from listeners. And of 1 el lettas

and comments, one note from a listmner in St. Mary s\ e very

forcibly by the challenge it posed. The note sa
that
"I had always thought/xke independence (f r parents or

from your owner) meant (one) freedom to m r own decisions amd
(two) the necessity to make your own he world., In Jamaica
we seem to be emphasising only onw ch 1s the freedom to make

your own decisions., The unlons jnave cently come out stating all

employers should give a bonus employees for independence, Why mt

cash

everyone give a day's wo the island or the/equivalent to the

island for independenc the indications are that Jamaica is
starting off on the foot. What we need to do is work harder =
not to look for \gifts. Independence means a young person
starting ou eon his own, and while there are certainly happy
moments, erd is also plenty, plenty hard work!"

So there you are, ladlies and gentlemen, an interesting and
challenging question: Who among us, how many of us, are prepared ®
give to Jamaica either a day's work or the cash equivalent of a day®s
working as our contribution to our independence celebrations? And @et
each one of us think out for himself or herself tﬁe social implicatbns
of this very challenging question.

dramatise
And now let me Rxaxakgr this self-same challenging question in

the political sphere and in an area which is a little removed from

Jamaica,



When the leaders of the 'little Eight' islands of the Windwards and
leewards met in London last month to try and work out a new and smaller
Federation, the British government tried very hard to persuade them
to make some sacrifices in the interest of their people. At the moment

those small and scattered i1slands have a total populat @nearly
tw

700,000 people, They have modest resources and wit o)

exceptions, they have depended on the British g for financkl
g ¥s

help for very many years, Now the people of “?

ons and making your

lands want

independence, which means making your own<¢?

own way in the world. But these 1island o0 poor to make their

way in the world without any help.ﬂ itish government recogniss
t .

this fact and has promised to 1p But the British government

also asked the leaders of théese territories to help themselves and

their people., Each of t tle islands has a full dress Cabinet

ph :
1 the other parafernalia of state., And

system with Ministers
of course the Minis ant nice fat Ministerial salaries and the

like. The Brit Novernment suggested that this was too costly a

way to run whose populations were in many cases smaller tha
than thepopulation our smallest parish, But these gentlemen had a
vested interest and resisted this wise suggestion. But now, at last,

one of the opposition leaders in Dominica has come out with the ser#ible
suggestion that they should scrap Cabinet governments in all the islands
except Barbados, and have them run offi a Parish Council basis. This,

for me, is the first real sign of hope for the Little Eight. We must

all of us, Jamaicans and small islanders, learn to give, to make
sacrifices for the general good. That too, is part of the meaning of

Independence, Goodnight.
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Good evening: I was very disturbed by news reports that the
Premier has announced that the Government was thinking o bolishirg
the Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation Council, Acco these
reports the Government 1s thinking of replacing t \ .C. by one
or two City Commissioners or Managers, I think t ea has such
far-reaching implications that we ought to o it very carefully.

Let us first look at the most basic,l ation of such a move,
%cratic government in a

The base, the grassroots foundation

free society 1s at the local level? :f\%he level of your Town Coundl,
your City Council, your Parish cil. At this level the base of
parliamentary democracy 1s road, spreading throughout the natiop
and having a very perso ning for every voting citizen. Generally
speaking, all the vot a given area generally know thelr elected
Councillor persopall cause he 1s nearly always a man living among
them, This iseno ten the case with the man who is higher up in te
national p ent, The man in the national parliament often has t
move his to Kingston and so he loses personal contact with the
small but important dally problems of his voters, The local Councilbr
on the other hand generally shares these day=-to-day problems: and
because he 1is among his voters all the time he is generally more
subjJect to their pressures than 1is the M.,H.R. in faraway Kingston,

So the local Council and the local Councillor make up the cornerstone
of our democratic system and practices, It is a simple fact of history
that where you have a strong and healthy system of democratic local
government, you also have a strong, healthy and democratic national

government, But where the local government system is weak or does



not exist there is general very little, if any,democracy at the national
level, If you abolish your local government system you at once dedroy
the intimate grassroots contact between those who governxe and those
who are governad and, in time, a wide gap is bound to appear between
our rulers and ourselves, And the business of meeting rgnepresenative
once every five years at election time will not brid gap., Ths,
it seems to me, is the major danger we face if w N our local
government system., @

But of course there are strong argum the other side too,
I think a really good professional cit er with a first class
staff would probably run the affairs\ gston more efficiently tan

they are now being run. There woul less inclination to Jjobbery,
favouritism, victimisation apd 1like., This has been the experiene
in certain parts of the Un ates, But even there the appointment

of a professional cit er' has not meant the abolition of the

local government syst If trhe decision is to have a professional

city manager, tlf cah be done without aboelishing our local government

systen, :
abolishing

I amn sWreWou have noticed that 1 have talked about/our local
government stem and not Just the K.S.,A.C. This is because any
government which abolished only one local Council would lay itself
open to the charge of the most terrible discrimination, and this Ido
not think will happen. In fact, I am certaln that on reconsidering

scrapping
the matter the government will give up the 1ldea of akamnimn the
K.8,8.C. It cannot be done without damaging the foundations of our

democracy: and this, I know, neilther party wants to do., But even more

important, the people will not allow it. Goodnight.
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Good evening: One of the things that often causes arguments and
quarrels in families is the making up of guest lists for irly forml
parties., The wife, whose business it is to see to th an g of the
affair, will know exactly how many guests should be\ d; and she
will generally have her own list ready when she ‘gaguits her husbari
and family. It is at this point that the troub nerally starts -
if the family is run ofl reasonably democr nes, The husband may
insist that for business reasons one @zho is not on the list
must be invited: the wife may not k:\!hat particular person, The
daughter may want and especial losé friend or a boy friend to come,
There may be someone on the 1 tEwith whom the son has had a quarrelXl,
And so you have one lon ent about those who are on the list,
those who are not oﬁ €t and those who should be on the list.
I rather suspect the e sort of thing 1s going to happen &bout tle
government's &l guest list for our Independence Celebrations s
published terday's Gleaner, I do not know if this is in fact
the complete Aist of the guests the government will invite, but on
the assumption that it is, I make these comments,

I think the very first thing to say isthat when a country like
ours celebrates its independence, it is not a party matter, it 1is a
national matter embracing all parties and all sections of the sociegy.
That 1s what it 1s and that is what it should appear to be., And so,
when the guest list is made up it should, as far as possible, refldet
REXXERIYXXREXRreXEREREEX the wishes of all parties and all sections
of the community. Of course, it 1s never possible to satisfy everybody,

especially about state guest list, But I think there are a few really



glaring and surprising ogmissions from the list as published on
Thursday. First, I did not see the name of Dr. Eric Williams, the
Premier of Trinidad. Second, I did not see the name of Mr. Errol
Barrow, the Premier of Barbados, Third, I did not see the name of

the
whether amr government approves or disapproves of thege

xkex we like thelir policies or whether we do not & ir policies,
5:20 '

Dr. Cheddl Jagan, the Premier of British Guiana. The potgf;is not

e, wheher

The point is that these three gentlemen are the ted heads of
their countries and we have had long and c indous relations with
these countries. We are all in the same of the world, We share
in a number of common services, Until recently we were partnasm
in a Federation with Barbados and T\*ﬁ’dad. We share a University.
The pattern of our political eJ‘E’Q;on has been strikingly similar,
and with the possible gtep British Guiana we are striving
towards the same ends, nd it very striking indeed not to see
the names of Williams, rrow and Jagan on our official guest list.
I hope that there is second list to come and that these three names
will be on @nk it would be a calculated insult to the people
of the Eg aribbean if we did not extend an invitation to their
elected 1 rs.

On a very much more personal level, I think it would have been

official

wonderful to invite at least one/guest from East Africa where they
are coping with the kind of racial problem we have largely solved, Ad
I think Mr. Julius Nyerere would have been an ideal choice, But the

really important omissions are the leaders from the Eastern Caribbean,

and I sincerely hope this willlbe corrected. Goodnight.
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Good evening: Those of you who listened to me on Wednesday eviening
wlll remember that I read out a note from a listener in S Mary wlo
ghallenged Jamaicans to give something to Jamaica for e

ence

instead of expecting something to come to them, And ¢go¥ w#ll rememba

that he counter the suggestion by the unions tha yers should
give thelr workers an® independence bonus, wit own suggestion
that all of us, worljers and employers, sh e a day's work or

the cash equivalent of a day's work tg\sp a to show our appreciation

and understanding of the meaning oi\§::?
I liked this challenge fr

endence,

my . Mary listener, and I told

you so, Now I have another challenge for you. After hearing that
nother

commentary on Wednesday g, Z listener phoned me to say that le
was prepared to write e there and then for ten pounds if I
would tell him who ke it out to. He could, he said, make out

the cheque 'To 1&\;ca' and send it to me, EmkxkExxkmmxgkk but he

assumed ot e would do the same and he wanted to know what

would happen to the money that listeners sent in, He did not think

it was a good 1dea for the money simply to be handed over to the
government, He felt that if the money were collected and came to

a decent sum it should be used to set up a more permanent memorial

to our independence. ©So there it is, the first move in giving #&-
instead of expecting only to receive. But if other listners respond

to this challenge, if workers offer a day's work, or the cash equivlent
of a day's work, to what use shall we put this money.

Since I got that phone call on Wednesday night I have been broding

over this question of how best to use the money - if we gety ot’



And the idea that appealed to me most, the more I thought of it, wss
that of establishing two scholarships = one for a young man and wa&
one for a young woman = to our BGollege of Arts, Science and Technolgy.
One of our baslic and most pressing needs is to develop the technical

skills of young Jamaicans. And this is a need that is 11 to

increase with time. Also, the more technical skills

greater the benefit will be to Jamaica and all @
not set up these two scholarships and call th J
Scholarships. I personally can think of n( mrthy and noble a
permanent memorial to our 1ndependence@ ,wo such scholarships
to continuously develop the skills o;\N‘

aye, the
e. So why

amaica Independence

young people, I think we
could so arrange these scholarships t all the benefits do not go
to students in the Corporate . 1t may be best to award these
scholarships to a boy an : in a different Parish each time so
that in time each Pargs the island will be awarded xm Indpenderc e
Scholarships, But -3e%are details that can be worked out., We would,
for instance,??VSQ:gu how much money we would need as capital to arn
enough to p two Indpependence Scholarships either once a year
or once €ve two years. But all this can easily be worked out. The
important thing is to make a beginning, to start giving to Jamaica.
So, it is up to all of us to start giving, to start creating our owm
peoples' memorial to our indmrgependence, If your response 1s wvhat I
hope it will be, I know many people who will do the detailed work
freely. The challenge now is up to you, up to all of us. We alread

have ten pounds in hand., What will you give? Goodnight.



No 454 Official Guest List for Celebrations:
(Follow=up)

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Monday June 18 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On Friday of last week I spoke about the offickl
guest list to our independence celebrations which had appfaped in te
Gleaner the day before., I told you that the thing the me most
about the list was the ahsence of the names of t \ Indiean

leaders: that of Dr, Eric Williams, the Premier of{Trinidad, that of
Jagan, the Premier of British Guiana. t would be a calculaed
insult to the people of the Fastern C n if we did not extend

an Invitation to their elected lead

Mr. Errol Barrow, the Premler of Barbados tifat of Dr, Cheddl
a i

Well, shortly after that b st,Mr. H.L, Ldndo who will be
Jamaica's Under-Secretary oq:Ei‘; for Foreign Affairs after August,
got in touch with me an e what I had said was not strictly
accurate, He said that e government had in fact invited all the
British Caribbe termNitories to send representatives.

When I @er into the matter I found that the Premier's
Office hi:;::i a statement on May 28th setting out the list of
invitation nt out. These included all Commonwealth countries wio se
Prime Ministers attend Commonwealth Prime Ministers' Conferences, tke
President And Secretary-General of the Unlted Nations, the British
Caribbean Territories, the Unitei States, the Federal Republic of Wst
Germany, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Plus the list which was
published last Thursday and on which I based my comments of Friday.

The fact that so very many people thought,as I did, that last
Thursday's list was the one and only official 1list of invitations,
shows the very great importance of co-ordinating the piece-meal
release of government information on an lmportant subject. A single

*

RN



sentence in last Thursday's statement, referring to the May 28th
statement, would have wiped out all the confusion and concern which
was caused by Thursday's xkakexemk official guest list., Anyway, ths
is one time when I am very happy indeed to be wrong. The governmemt
has in fact invited all the territories in the British C ean to
send representatives. And those African states which ers of
the Commonwealth - and this includes Ghana, Niger \ anganyika -

have also been invited to send representatives everything has

been done in the correct and normal and dip ashion. The only
h the government is thle

point on which we can possibly find fau
bit of unnecessary confusion in the r of the information.

And talking about guests and ¢ ations brings me to another
point which 1s causing some con August 6th = our independence
day = is exactly 48 days a y. Many of our guests will arrive
here two or three or fo g’ before that day. What will they fim ?

Will they find us rgadfA %o receive them as good hosts? Will our
house be in orde Wi our cities and town and villages be cleaned
up and painte ]‘g}ﬁll our new hotel be ready to receive guests?
And, most@ nt of all, will the National Stadium be ready for
the great of ceremony and celebration? The Natlonal Stadium 1s
not yet ready and we have only forty-eight days left in which to g&
it ready., I am sure that if they want to do so our workers can finsh
the job on time. They have won their award. Now they should get on
with the job and get it done on time, It would be/Zad commentary for
any of our visitors to come and find us not yet ready to celebrate
our own independence., It 1s up to our building workers to now take

up their tools and finish the Jjob on time, Goodnight,



No 455 1)End of the Algerian Terror
2) Changing Face of Africa

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday June 19 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Sunday night's announcement of a peace settlement

between the Algerian Nationalists on the one hand and thg#White setfler

Becret Army on the other, promises the end of just ab ugliest
and bloodiest episode in the history of post-war \ For seven
years France had conducted one of the ugliest wa n history againkt

by the French soldiers were so ugly tha all of Francds most

the Algerian Nationalists. There had been e n the methods used
os

brilliant intellectuals were forced ce them to the world,

It was a young French intellectuai\%:;;eveal to the world that the

French forces had set up conce on camps where they used the

terrible torture methqQds o azis against young Algerian women,

But after seven years o’r ble bloodletting the Algerian Natiohalists

and the French Govern rrived at a peace of sorts last year. This

the new terro

settlement betwegg}: rench Government and the nationalists led ®
e Algerian Secret Army. The white settlers of
w

Algeria di ant an indepegendent Algeria because it would mean
an end t:\::SEr privileged position. And so they launched a campaign
of terror in which they murdered an average of a thousand Moslems
every month. Thelr aim was to provoke the Algerians into a race war
which would force France to step in, cancel the peace arrangements
and take over the country again. But, apart from periodic angry
retaliations, the Algerian nationalists behaved with almost abnormal
self-control. And so the settler attempts to start a race war falld
and the stage was set for Algerian independence., Thousands Rm of

white settlers started leaving Algeria, The terrorists turned their

attention on France 1tself: they made an attempt on the life of



President de Gaulle, they tried to incite civil war in France. But
none of thisg®, neither the murders nor the senseless burning of
property could halt the unfolding of Algerian independence., And so,
two weeks ago, after their/iggders had been captured and tenced,
the settlers started making peace moves to the nation i<;EE>After
murder, torture and arson they had come to realise_t e only wgy
they can remain in Algeria is by making peace wi nationalists,
And again with that amazing self=-control th shown throughout
nearly eight years of bitter strife, t an leaders have agreed
not to punish any of the murderers an rists after independence .,

And so an end to bloodletting and roy” seem in sight, But I think

it 1s going to take a very longsiigs ndeed, generations perhaps,

before the bitterness of t d years is wiped from the minds
and hearts of the mass Algerians, They may even yet take rewmge.
From the general ental African point of view, the end of

the Algerian terror , I think, setf off a new mood., The white
settlers of t g\hdesias and Southern Africa had watched the Algerin
struggle w ry close interest, If the Algerian settlers had
succeedea\::>holding out, and if they had won, this would have given
enormous hope to the white settlers further down the continent, Wik
the end of settler resistance in Algeria, the whites in those other
parts see the writing on the wall, From Cape Town to Lusaka, the erd
of thelr power is now only a matter of time, and not too long at that.
We can only hope that they will learn from the Algerian affair and

not go in for a long and senseless wave of bloodletting before they

admit the fact of the changing face of Africa, Goodnight.



No 456 The Common Services Conference

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Wednesday June 20 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: The €Gonference to try and work out a settlement

of the Common Services that we share with the other iSlB@ill
oren in Port of Spain on July 16th. The announcemen@

the conference gives point to the present discuss \
on

date fr

o whether

the Jamaica parliament should have a debate kzfm the Common
Services before or after the conference,

In the House last week, Mr, Manley Qa?a motion calling for
a debate on the proposals the govern tends to put before the
Common Services conference. Mr, Ma\%s?»wanted the Jamalcan approac
to the Common Services discuss agreed on beore the governmert
sent its delegation to the ence. But Mr. Donald Sangster,
the Leader of the House hat the government should debate the

matter after the conf ce and not before, ©So here we have a point

of sharp divergegce view between the government and the opposition

on a matter@wa importance,
I thi would, all of us, quite naturally, like to know just

what the rnment is going to commitf us to before it does so,.
There are some very crucial issues involved in this conference and
the stand the government takes on any of these makxmrx could have
far-reaching and long term after-effgcts. For instance, take the

case of B.W.I.A., about which I talk”;h a commentary on May the 9th.
If, XRNtzkxkxxrexuritkexx, the government of Trinidad puts forward

a proposal that B.W.I.A. should become one of the Common Services,
how will Jamaica react? It may be that the government of Jamaica wats

no part of the cost of running B.W.I.A. But what is likely to happen

if it rejects the Trinidad proposal? Trinidad might decide that its



condition for continuing to support the University as a Common Service
is that Jamaica should accept B.W.I.A. as a Common Service, And if
Jamaica refuses to support B.W.I.A. Trinidad might decide to withdraw
its support of the university. And if this happened it could lead to

a very complicated chain-reaction of events, If Trini withdraw

from the university it is almost certain that most oi\sri éher
t

territories will follow sult. A university of th Caribbean

is then likely to be established and I am afra t my guess is tat

if Dr. Arthur Lewls had to choose between a university of

Jamaica and running a university of th Caribbean he is likdely

", H B . b pITLeY N ry ! ' C
K tlal e e, P8 bbyae | s 5l G»cu'é”

ekt Tk o T Ll
to choose the Eastern Caribbean._T s 1 st one example of how i g,

| AR Laa kL

important Jamaica's decision on_any o the Common Services 1is 1ikeﬁy_awu«

to be. And I have great sympa ;?or Mr, Manley's desire to know Jjust

what Jamaica's stand is o be,
bound
On the other han lic debate before the Conference is/kamd
to forewarn the res the Carlibbean on exactly where Jamaica will

stand, and this EQstely to rob her of any bargaining power: her area
for negotia 14 be severiy limited by the fact that all her
cards wil heyface upwards on the table, ©So I have equal sympathy for
Mr. Sangster's position. But of course there is a way out of this
difficulty which would satisfy both sides, I think this is one instmce
where the government and the opposition could work out,in private,a
agreement on the national approach to the Common Services without
pesorting to an inhibiting public debate, This is, after all, an
important national matter concerning Jamaica' long term national

interests, Goodnight.



No 457 ° J.B.C. Independence Scholarships Fund

NEWS COMMENTARY ; | ’
For transmission on
Thursday June 21 at 6.15p.m.
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: 1 am very happy this évening: I am happy
because it looks as though the challenge thrown out by e listener
from St., Mary has struck a spark which may glow for the
history of technical education in Jamalca, But le %ell you
what has happened.’

You will remepber that 1t was oh Jun hat I read you
the challenging note from the St, Mar er, He challenged
Jamaicans to give to Jamaica for 1 lence instead of always
expecting something to be given nihsm. And his suggestion was
that everyone should give a ;:gbg;k or the cash equivalent of‘

a day's work to show our_un SEtanding and appreclation of the

: _ e
responsibilities of 1 ence, On Saturday June"ﬂbth I told
you of the listener ad called me and who had offered ten pound,
And I also told y at I thought the best use to which we could

put such mopeR -N\iIf it came - was by creating two scholarships/ to.
the Coll ‘ Arts, Scilence and Technology: one of these to be for
a man e for a woman, Well, great and exciting things have
happened since Saturday; and it is these things that have made me
sb happy.

Earlier this week I spoke to Mr, Felix Fox, the General
Manager of Seprod about the idea. Mr, Fox was immediately interestel
and put the idea up to the workers at Seprod. The Seprod workers
liked the l1dea and started an immediate collection. The amount
they collected was £100, 16, 4, Then the next beautiful thing happened
The menagement of Seprod decided that they would match the workers'

contribution and so, from one public spirited firm workers and



2
management contributed £201, 12, 8. And thie is a wonderful act of
giving. But the story does not end there,.

A gentleman from Greenwich Town, a Mr, C., Redwood, telephoned
to say that he was 'a little man' who had not had much opportunity
for educaiion in his day and he did not want any child in today's
and tomorrow's Jamaica to grow up without>a chance t a trade,
And so, although things were not easy, I shquid - down for
ten shillings. I personally do not think that p‘:\ls anything
'little' about a man like Mr, Redwood./He e ly shows that bigness
off spirit which we must have if we are @. our 1ndependence B
something of real value for all Jama@ So I am as happy about

t

Mr, Redwood's ten shillings as am the big contribution from
the workers and management o

that
Next, I had a note fr

epr 4
¢ spirited gentleman,
J.L. Varma,expressing his approval

of the idea of these Indp efice Scholarships and promising five

pounds, I know Dr, ma. does not like belng given this sort of
such

publicity but I that in the interest of/a neble cause he

will

womxg not mi \ calling his name, And then my good friend Mickey

iece of rapld calculation about his own income, As
he worked %t out, he earns about £3,000 a year; he works for about
three hundred of the three hundred and sixty~f1vé days in the year,

so his income would be round about ten pounds a day. So Mickey

Hendriks gave ten pounds which is the equivalent of a,day' ?,work
Md 7 Iy v

for him. I decided to match Mickey's gift & heuéﬁ::rm-émﬂ-m

income<brecket. And so we start ofy with £227, 2. 8., a first class

start, Tomorrow I will give you &a little more detail about the
plans for the fund. So till/ then, goodnight,



No 458 : ~ J.B.C. Independence Scholarships Fund (2)

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday June 22 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: As I told you laét night, thanks largely to
fine pﬁblic spirié of the workers and management of Se d, the
Indpendence Scholarship Fund is off to a fin start g;E;’ 2. 8,

E;ut‘ there are many people who still do not seem t@
the point of this Fund, so I_Let me repeat it vQﬁtefly. The idea
is to establish two scholarships to the Coll T Arts, Science ami
Technology. We plan these ScholarshipsQ& Ezg}gnal in character,
- which means that each of Jamaica's x n Parishes will have its
0

turn at getting these scholarshi&ggl'
win the scholarships will co rom, say, St. Elizabeth, another

ear about

year the boy and girl who

year from St., Thomas, anoth ear from St, Mary, another year from
Portland and so on; t ght and ambitiouse youngsters from all
over the island wil chance to IEar:m becoﬁe qualified in his
or her chosen bra f engineering, in bullding, or in his or her
chosen bran ommerce,

the te the school material as well as boarding xx during tem

Now cost of a full scholarship for a year, which includes
e

time, is &£200, So, 1f we are to make these scholarships a permanert
xxxng memorial to our independence, if we want them to go on year
after year for the next twenty, thirty, a hundred mr years and more
into the future, then we must collect enough capital to bring us in
£2Q0 a year, And you know;‘;mount we willl need to set up such a
scholarship in perpetuity ig really surprisingly small, All we have
to do 1is collect four thousand pounds and

-seeount at 5% and we will have an income of £200 a year - forever!

So to set up one scholarship which would run forever we need £4,000
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To set up the two scholarships at which we are aiming, we would
need to collect £8,000,

I know this looks like a lot of money, but let us work it out.
b & ¢ We(have a population of a little over 1,700,060 and if one out
of every two Jamaicans we to give just a shilling, you _mould get
over &£42,000 pounds! All we need would be for 160, amaeicans
to each give a shilling for us to get our 538,()00.& st in wvase
we cannot find 160,000 Jamaicans with a shill spare ( and I
an sure we can), 80,000 Jamaicans giving tws;:h‘ lings each would
also do thé trick, So, really, collecti money should not
be such a big problem, ExaxkdE® An 1te of those who scoff and
méck, I know Jamaicans will giv j:%b they know the worthiness of
the cause, And I think that e::sé(a personal share in the educaﬁing
of the future generations hica for as -long as there is a Jamaica
1s Just about the mos e thing in which we can share, Our link
with the future wil Qal .and practicag and permanent, And it
will be a contrib made by the ordinary private citizens of this
country. ©Sp, ’ikl'the money come in, I will soon tell you about
the Com of wellknown ciﬁizens who will run the Fund. Meanwhilg
please@ your contributions to the J.B.C. Independence Scholarshps,
5s Soutﬁ Odeon Avenue, PO Box 10C, Kingston ten, (Repeat)_I hope the
workers and managements of other firms wiil follow the example set
by Seprod. And I hope the so-called 'little people' = whé?%%ally_
very big-hearted, will follow the example of Mr, Redwood.LAnd of
course, I am looking forward to a cheque from the listener in St;
Mary who started it all, I know we can raise that £8,000, We have

made a fine start, Now let the money flow; and God bless you.

Goodnight,



No 459 : 1) The Governor-General
2} The National Flag
3) Suspension of Grenada Constitution

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Saturday June 22 at 5.15p.m
. Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Wednesday's news that Sir Kenneth Blackburne
will be Jamaica's first Governor-General has been reé‘EEi? Qith
approval everywhere, The announcement itself simp@ rmed
what many people expected to happen, so 1t cam 1?\& surprise,
Indeed, as far back as the first of May I tgld“ou that I was
reasonably certain that Sir Kenneth wou S;?:ﬁaica's first
Governor-General in Independence. Bu xpected or not, this is
popular .
a most/decision., And the warmth w& ch it has been re,ce.’%ved
shows how comﬁletely Sir KennetQNQ%9zkburne has become 1dentif1ed,'
in the public mind, with Jam 's best interests sinée he came here
in 1957. In thlis sense has been, with two or three exceptims,
very f'ort.unate in he ors Fluring the now fast dying colonial
days.
Now for word, about the flag. On Wednesday night the House
of Represe a\tﬁs unanimously approved the design for our new
Natio&:::ji . This, and some of the things that were sald during
the dis ion on it, led to hurry to Gordon House to see the design
for myself., And frankly, I like it very much, It is simple,
dignified and without any frills or fuss. It has a diagonal cross
in gold, two green triangles, one at the top and one at the bottom,
and two black triangles; one in the hoist where the flag will be
attached to the pole and one at the other end. So it i1s in gold
green and black and & combination of diagonal cross and triangles,
What I'fdund rather disturbing about the discussion on the

flag in the House was the feeling expressed by some Members that

Ed
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there 1s something wrong in having the colour 'black' in our national
flag. Mr. Felix Toyloy objected to the flag because he disliked the
colour bléck .Wwhich symbolised too much the distfess suffered by

the Jamaican people. If black does in fact symbolise distress then, .
as far as I am concerned, that is all the more Jjustifi ien for
having 13& in the flag, Distress has been, and sti @the lot of

a large segment of the Jamaican community, an@ flag is a
reminder and a challenge to overcome that 4 , that is a good
thing, I was glad to note that lr. Coqugthg former Bpeaker of the
House, stood up for including the co CB. ack in the flag., Of

course, all this talk about colo rA aving and specilal significarse
a

is a little nonsensical, Colaqur, colour, is just/colour and
i?e it is not more than an indication

the socilal significance me
of just how far we st %rom being really rational creatures,
Still, we have our g::;>w and I am all for it, :

Now for a v ef word on the suspension of Grendda's
constitution, y legislatures in the Eastern Caribbean have
proteste t the suspension as a matter of principle, I frankly
find el® on the side of Mr, Jimmy Lloyd, the Administrator, and
the British Government., The British Government could either continwe
witholding grants and so punish the people of Grenada for the sins
of their Chief Minister or else suspend the constitution and punish
the politicians, They decided to punish the politicians'and I am
with them. The report of the Enquiry shows that Mr, Gaify had grossly
abused his position botl in terms of spending and in his dealings
with the Civil Service, The British Government stiil hold ultimate
responsibility for Grenada and I do not see what else they could

have done without abdicating that responsibility . XEemxxswoommpgxbixaik
Goodnight, ‘



No 460 Economic Survey of Jamaica:
1)The Wealth of the Nation
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For transmission on
Monday June 25 at 6,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: What is the state of the national economy? How
are we doing, with independence only a few weeks aw %se- are
the kind of questions a large number of people a %Ag themselves,
Well, I think we can now get some partial ans<;[\5t these questiors ,
And I think most of us will find the answeﬁ‘izg onably reassuring.
We will find the answers in the ‘Econong ey of Jamaica' for
last year, This Survey, like those ious years, was prepared
by the Central Planning Unit an 12‘\@ presented to the House
of Representatives on Thursday ev ng of last week.. I would
suggest that'all @R those ‘;?E'who are really interested in

read it, For a duac

the true state of the on Bhould try to get hold of a copy and
Q\at is full of facts and figures, it is

remarkably easy « And it sets out &nd explains the state
of the natio foairs clearly and without any sort of bias,
Tonight a@orrow night I shall try to pick out the highlights
. of the Suryey, but if you want to get the whole picture clear for
;ourself, do get hold of the Survey., You should be able to get it
from either the Government Public Relations Office or else from
the Central Planning Unit.

So, what are the highlights? Let us look at the nation's
finances first, In 1961 the Gross National Product = which is the
wealth generated by the people of Jémaica and businesses in Jamaica, !
stood at £256.4 million, I know this sounds like a big but meaningles

figure, So let us try and pu:t some flesh and bones on it. First,

the Gross National fr‘odﬁct-is what we, the people of the country,



produce by the sweat of our brows and the use of our skills and our
brains, We, workers, farmers, businessmen, technicians, white coller
workers, are the creators of the wealth of the nation. And last year
our efforts generated this sum of £256 .4 million, To realise fully
just what this means all we have to do is look back to = Just
'eight years ago - xa and we will see what a fanta forward
the nation has taken. In 1953 our Gross Natio x ct stood at
£114,6 million., This means that in eight y e have more than
doubled the nations income, And this, by tanderd, is no mean

- achievement, In 1950 our earnings fr %ultur'e stood at £21 6

million, In 1961 those earnings had up to £31,3 million, In
1950 our mining operations were gb\spall that the Survey does not

even have a figure to show 1l we were earning £21,5 million
from mining., In 1950 our cturing industry brought in £7.9
million but by 1961 anufacturing industries were earning

' £32,3 million, I edNin 1961, for the‘second year running our
manufacturing ustries earning more money than agriculture., This
means that onomy.is being successfully diversified and the
life o land is no longer completely dependent on agriculture
alone. the biggest single rise in the wealth of the nation is
in wholgesale and retail distribation or what you might call the
services, They contributed 38.4 million pounds to the Gross National
Product last year. In 1950 they contributed only £10.,6 million,., So
you see, there has been a'general and steady rise in the wealtb of
the nation., Given sound planning and reasonably favourable world
conditions, the economic health of the natlion should go on impr'ovirgl

Goodnight,



No 461 "Economic Survey of Jamaica:
2) Imports and Exports

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday June 26 at 6.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: Last night in discussing the Economic Survey of

Jamaica for 1961, I told you that the nation's income s been

rising steadf§ly and that we more than double our @e the
o

eight years between 1953 and 1961, But when we how we
| spend some of this money, there is cause for @. Fdr instance,
last year we spent £75.2 million on import gbod from the outside
world., In exchange, we only exported lion worth of good.

This means that we spent £x over S\ on more in the outside
world than we earned from the ow
£62 million on imports - wh is €xs

el
£13 million pounds/\ '

world, If we had spént. only

right here in Jama
work with £13 mi e I know that this problem of trying to

balance our 1\t.s with our exports 1s one that is worrying our

authori But it is one that we ourselves, as citizens, should

ested in too, Ezﬂiinoa%—e-pm‘mﬂimmm
oXporty. we-are-really slowing-dp-our-own.develepment. And it is

for this reason toc that the private sector of the Jamaican economy

be in

contributes so very little in financing the long=-term development
of the nation., And something liké 70% of our Grass National Product
.is in the private sector. This is Jjust another way of saying that
roughly 70% of the wealth of the nation is in private hands and
not enough of that is being used for basic long term development.
Although everything has gone up as far as I know there has been

no upward revision of businpess taxing.



And you know, of the more-than-seventy-five million pounds that
last year
we spent/on imports, somewhere in the region of forty millién pounds
went on food and items like cars, Now, I am not saying that people
should not have their cars and their imported food. But it really
is a little thick when we have to import citrus juilc omatoes

_and carrots and kmxakm lettuce, as well as a whol ‘p of other
foodstuff that we could quite easily produce r@re in Jaméica.
And what makes this worse is the fact that ave serious
problems of unemployment and of rank po@ o, as far as I aﬁ
concerned, one of the urgent priori independence is that
we should all make a concerted attéaﬁg' o close our trade gap. And
I am quite sure that any governme hat tries to do that will meet
opposition, And yet this i ent necessity: nothipg more and
nothing less,

And while we a ehis question of money for development,

one of the big q t s thls government has to think out is its

approach to lopment, Not all sections of a community get immediate
bermefits fr wong-term development projects: it make take a generatio
But

or twoebe e these seep through the society. SmxkRemxmkkerxkariy when
generaXiyxkingz
when the Dbenefits do come, they are/lasting. On the other hand,
quick measures of immediate relief are always politically more
popular but tﬁey generally do not have any real lasting effect, So
the big questlon of a fine balacing of long-term development and
immediate relief is possibly the most urgent one facing our national
planners today. How they handle it can be crucial for the independdt

Jamalca of tomorrow, Goodnight,



No 462 Economic Survey of Jamaica:
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Good evening: On Monday I told you that the internal state of

the wealth of the nation looked pretty gobd to me, accer-b\' g to
the figures of the Economic Survey for last year. % Tuesday
I told you xmrE we were not doing so well in o N g with the
outside world. We are, and we have for-a lo Q:spent more on
importsx than we earn from our exports, d\this is a wasting of
either c':ash or credit that we could q;t‘to much more important
- use fof long-term development mder\%s. This‘ is one of our
big problems. And allied to it iw very blig problem of making

the best use of the wealth o nation, I mentioned the very

small 1nves£ment made by%?e"sector o the long=term
development of JamaicQ
This evenin@ to discuss that sectlon of the Survey which
at

-

deals with po » and then I will try to sum up what seems to
me the main ts for the future.

~

QEQE:S ople were born in Jamaica in 1961, 14,400 people
died in same year, This means that we Wéd a natural rise in our
population of 52,500 people. But ;E;EE;;;$;€/38,500 left Jamaica as
miBgrants. This leavesm us with a net population increase of 14,000,
In other words, in 19617Jamaica's total population rose by only
14,000, This 1s the lowest figure in terms of population inére;se
which has been recorded over the past ten years, But this was
largely due to the large numbers who left the island last year. So
it would be a mistake for us to see this as a really striking g:;i:;e
in the growth of our population. If we did nol have the big

migration last year's population increase would have stood at 52,5@® .



e

But this in itself would have been lower than the figures for 1960
when the net increase, after allowing for deaths and migration,
stood at 24,500, So, compared with 1960, there/zisa real decline,
afx2#xtm But 1t is much too early to see this as indicating ahy sort
of trend.‘ Indeed, the age structure of the populatio ests that
any real decline in the birth rate is unlikely unl sgmething
pbsitive is done about the birth réie. Accord@ e 1960 Census,

age of four years; just under 147 were

just under 17% of the population was made u funfants up to the
h§ five to nine age group;"
4

just under eleven'percent were in th age group; and 40%

of the total were in the 15 to 44 BK up. This means that those

produce
who are able to/kEa&r children are 1l the largest section of the
community. £So the chances o tural decline in the birth-rate
are not really as hopefu first look at the figures might

suggest, And this 8 @ of our really key problems,

The physica s of Jamaica 1s constant, It i1s Jjust so large
and‘nothing W, o w2ll make it any bigger.’If our population goes
on increagi ~about 50,000 a year, if the death rate goes on
droppigsg:gp en years there would be half a ﬁillion more Jamaicans
on the s land area., So, two things are -cruclial, First, we must
§i§2n1= migration outlets for about 30,000 a year, and second we must
have long=-term development to house and feed and give work to our
growing population., Of course, a real decliné in the birth rate

would help greatly, but that, unhappily for Jamaica, 1s a sort of
religio-political football, Goodnight,



Gl Scholarship Fund Frogress Report
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Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I now have a further report on the In%f:?dence

Scholarships Fund. As I told you last Friday, a numbepso® ppébménent
@will run

citizens have been invited to serve on the Gommittee\

the Fund. Most of them have only now received t
el
them to serve and so we have not yet heard fro

ers inviting
i, But I am certdin
that everyone of them will agree to serve Committee because
they are all fine public spirited peo are known for their
good work on behalf of all Jamaic .g\hhse-are the people who have
been invited: Miss Lily Mae Bumke who” heads the Women's Federation,
Mr, Stanley Motta, the PresidegtVof the Chamber of Commerée, Mr,
Harold Cahusac and Mr, ﬁ‘quharson whose interests in the
welfare and developme Qmaica are so wide that I cannot possidy
list them here; Mr. enriques Senior, the chairman of the Board
of the J.B.C., t\iplix Fox of Seprod, whose staff and management
started th lling, and Mr. F.M, Jones, .Also on the Committes
but as tﬁ\:;;)t of working party on it - are Mr. Hector Bernard the
J.B.C's Director of News and Public Affairs, Mr. Mickey Hendriks wlo
will be our treasurer, and myself, Miss Kay Dupee of the J.B.C. will
act as the Committee's Secretary. So you see that the machinery far
getting the Fund real;y rolling has been set up,

And let me ﬁé&i;g %g;se who might not have heard what I sald m
Thursday and Friday of last week; our target is to collect the sum
of £8,000 to establish two permanent scholarships to the Jamaica
College of Arts, Sclence and Technology as the contribution of the

people of Jamaica to our coming independence, These scholarships will



be awarded to a boy and a girl to complete a course at the Gollege;
and the Scholarships will be awarded to two students from each of
the fourteen Parishes of the island on a sort of rota system, thus
making/;iig truly island-wide Jamaican Scholarships,

Now for a brief word about the Fund so far. Earlier %week
a

Mr, Felix Fox told me that the figure of £201.12, 8 wifc ve yai
as the fine contribution from the workers and man T Seprod,
ow sent us

piclvaddvd
y and a matching one

was not the final figure. Those wonderful peop
grand cheques: one for £150, 14, O from the wo
Rk xs0k xXbax Xboodxs: X xbdourdx xtix

from the management, making a total of &3

thanx xkxboddkxpoax, This 1s wonderful new%

power to glve a special award to the

I wfsh I had it in my

and management of thadxSeprod
&ikmx for thls display of public spf?\&sﬁness and good citizenship,
Incidentally, if only twenty fi re to match Seprod's fimedx
contribution, we would hawrrn:@ money to set up one of our two
scholarships in perpetui@o there is a challnge to our business

firms!

In addition e ve received a personal contribution of £15
from Mr, Donal \qxharson; we have also received a promise of &£5
from Mr.'XﬁS:} ley, the Managing Editor of Spotlight magazine and
8% from th aff of Spotlight Magazine, And a friend who has a very
good reason fo;kgft wanting to be named has sent me a cheque for thee

From @a ff of Malvern came a cheque for £10
guineas. / Anf frdm Mr. Arnold Lee we received 2/6 as a first

Please

contribution from the workers of the Ligeneau Terrac%t'what about yur
contribution?/Send it to the J.B.C. Independence Scholarship Fund, Box

100, Kingston ten. Goodexbphdx, Goodnight,



No 464 New Basis of Free Place School Awards
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Friday June 29 at 6,.,15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The so=called '70% Scholarships' debate has arosed
strong and often bitter feelings among many people, Ther e been
angry letters for and against it in the press, and a @u f listmers
have asked me to comment on the matter, So, let \ o sort out
the business as calmly and reasonably as poss)§hﬁost of the facts

behind this controversy are contained in a@try Paper tabled in

the House of Representatives last week t%ing out the reasons for
the new basis of free place scholarsh rds and I would suggest
that you try to get hold of this Mwy Papelli%nnglread it vg{gs
carefully. It might help to br n element of reason into/xkm ddmte
which is mainly notable fo trong passions at the moment. So,
what are the basic fact think the basic facts are summarised in
paragraph five of er, According to that paragraph there were

in all types of Sgaso last year 88,000 children in the age=-group

10=plus to 1 s. This is of course the mgk free place scholardhip

age group. f®his total 84,000 or 954% were in primary schools and

4,000 or of the total were in secondary of preparatory schools,
But in the scholarship examinations for 1961 the preparatory and
secondary schools with a total enrolment of 4,000 pupils got 1,155
free place awards; the primary schools with 84,000 pupils got 978
free places. In other words, the primary schools with 95%% of the
total elipible school pupulation got only 1.,1% of all the free placs
while preparatory/;ggzgisgot 32% of the free places and secondary
schools got 33% of the free places. So, looked at any way you like,

the distribution of free places between primary schools and other

schools is fantastically uneven; and it has been fantastically uneven



ever since this free place system began, The dice have been loaded
in favour of the children from the Prep Schools and from the Secondary
Schools. And this in fact means that the dice have been loaded in
favour of the middle-class children whose home conditions _are such
that they can study and do thelr home-work more easily v@re more

exposed to books and discussions about what is goinghoX iy the world,

end whose parents could, often with very great s e, send them
to schools which have relatively small classes they get a very
much better gxrommikmgx educational base a individual attention

than 1s possible for the pupil in an ded primary school, Often
too, the teachers in Prep and Seco ai?\bchools are, on the whole,
better qualified than the teac s&e primary schools, There are
many primary schools, especia h‘;g;.the rural areas, where the only
qualified member of the ng staff is the head teacher: all the
rest are often unqual Qnd with no working knowledge of the best
modern teaching met Often, these poor quality teachers destroy
the potential o thgw'bright youngsters by turning them into mindles

And this, ink, is why the youngsters from primary schools have

little par ho are taught to cram rather than to think and reason,
3

done so poorly. It is not a question of abllity. It is simply that

the dice are loaded against them. Mr. Allen's new basis of awarding

scholarships seems to me a genuine attempt to correct what is after all

a most unjust penalising of the children from primary schools, and

I am all for 1t, emotionally. It is soclally just: it 1is what the

country needs, The question is: how will it work? I will explore ths

question tomorrow. So till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: As I told you last night, I think that the pressent

basis on which our free place scholarships are awarded is most unjst.

It penalises very heavily the children from primary scho‘EE;’ho happen
g

also to be from the poorest homes and who make up th rSet cection

br
interest o

2ligible school population. And so I told you th NN\l
equity, in the interest of soclal Justice, in Qt:rest of a more
broadly based secondary education, I am al %ur of Mr, Allen's
proposal to reserve 70% of all the fre a®gs for children from
primary schools. ®

But I think it would be a sad for education in Jamaica if
this matter is approached by n% in a sort of partisan class or
political spirit. The peop send their children to prep schools,
and they often do so at @ great sacrifice, do so because they wat
to give thelr chil best type of education possible, I think
our educational thoMties would find, if they have not already dme
gso, that m nts who now send thelr children to primary schools,
would want s€nd thelr children to prep schools if they could affrd
it. And th eason is quite simply that all parents want to give thHr
youngsters the best break possible, And this in turn means that the
standards in most of our primary schools are not up to mark, So, if
Mr, Allen simply reserves T0% of the free places for children from

of teaching

primary schools, and does not ®m raise the standards/in primary schols,
then, no matter what we say, the general standard and quality of our
secondary education is going to be lowered; it is bound to be, espedally

in the rural areas.

So what can we do to avoid this? I think there are a few very



practical and very urgent things the Ministry of Education can and
should do to improve the standard and quality of teaching in primary
schools, especially in the rural areas. First, they should make it
attractive for qualified and able young teachers to stay in the rural
areas, I know some valuable people who started their te% in
rural Jamaica but at a certain point in theilr careers€tbh€y, had to

move to the cities to get the right kind of prom@m salaries,

For them, as for so many other people advance t standing and In
income means leaving the rural areas, And o§ﬁhave all the best
teaching talent drifting to big city so% r

the children in rural primary schools

to the Ministry, and
ondemned to get their

training from those of poor qualitwcannot make the grade in tle
big city. Unless this trend i ;E?E?sed the educational inequalities

will persist in spite of re 70% of the free places for primary

schools, I think it s -@- possible to work out a pattern of

promotions that wou keep and attract some of our best teachig
talent to the r areas, The second thing the Ministry can and

a
should do is t ve/crash programme to give traingng to our large

army of qualilied teachers and to set about raising teaching
standards, f these two things are done, and done successfully, then
I can see the reserving of 70% of all free places for primary schodk
as an important step forward in broadening the base of good eecondary
education in Jamalca.

Certainly, in terms of the best long=-range interests of all Jamica
we must make secondary education much more widespread than it now is:

and deelopmel

but '70% Scholarships' 1is only part of the answer: good teachers/in

rural Jamaica is the lmportant other part, Goodnight,



No 466 Independence Scholarship Fund:
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Good evening: Every now and then something happens that makes

you stop and think, Sometimes it is the sort of thing th es ya
proud of belonging to a country and a soclety; somet makes
you feel very humble. And usually when this sort t happens, it
brings a lump to your throat and it gives you Qred faith in

the nobility of your fellow men,

I had such an experience this mor here was a letter fram
the Salvation Army School for the Blinq<:E;%cifically, it came from
the Corps Cadet Brigade of the Schowr the Blind, In it was five
pounds, But let me read the t you:

"Dear Mr. Abrahams, th ective Corps Cadet Brigade of this
School would like to sr‘E:E>s small token offering to the Scholardip
Fund which you haveQ§§§§§urated. Please accept this in the hope that
other young peo wi follow suit, Corps Cadets are Salvatlonist
teen-agers de ed to Bible study and witnessing for Christ to
all, and gserWwing people in any way possible, May God bless you,"

That 18 the letter, all of it, and it 1is signed on behalf of
the Cadets by their Captain, Mr., P.R, Lopez,

Just think about it for a little., A group of blind boys from
the Salvation Army School for the Blind have sent five pounds to ow
Scholarship Fund = yours and mine = because they are dedicated to
being witnesses for Christ and to serving people in any way possible.

You all, I am sure, know the o0ld saying about the blind leading
the blind, It becomes awfully false axgdxumigm=s in the light of the

understand and uniques vision of these young people, And it has mad

me feel very humble and very proud.



Now let me tell of another unique contribution to our scholarship
fund - though on a different level, Towards the end of last week I
received a delightful letter from Miss Gloria Escoffery, the artist.
Miss Escoffery wrote to say kiEm how very much she approved of our
independence scholarships idea, She said that shee too ‘EE;EF to
share in it but at the moment she could not afford tv@ y money:
so, she asked, would we accept a painting by her %X ontributim
to the fund., My answer is, yes and yes again. hank you very
much indded, Gloria Escoffery. I am sure %ave no difficulty
at all in selling the painting and put e money towards the
scholarships fund., I know that the pa% of a picture often tak s
weeks andlmonths to finish and so &?&g’ﬁscoffery's contribution goes
far beyong our appeal of the ga ivalent of a day's work, I think
this 1s both a magnificent ution and a magnificent gesture ty
Gloria Escoffery. Jusit rnall but important point off detail, I
should be grateful Escoffery will indicate the price we shald
charge when she ds ®r brings the picture to the J.B.C.

Next, the end post brought us a cheque for ten pounds from
Mrs, Edng F. of Mavis Bank., We are most grateful to Mrs. Munn
for this fi contribution., 4And from Mr, and Mrs, Lester Kircaldy
we gratefully received the sum of two pounds. I hope very soon now
to tell you how our latest total stands, Meanwhile, remember the
challenge of those blind young people and send your contribution to

the J.B.C. Scholarship Fund, Box 100 Kingston ten. Goodnight,
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Good evening: I am sure you have heard some of thergamkz panic

rumours going the rounds right now, especially in the Co te Area,
Have you heard the one thatour independence day is be the
start of trouble? Or perhaps you have heard the %\hg thebuylng

secretly traing to take-over after August perhaps you have
heard about the moneyed people who are y shipping their money

out of the country and who are making\ gements to get out of

up of all the machetes in the country. Or tha or that group is
i

the country as soon as the going be‘ to get rough. And of course
you have seen the reports fr d of the goings on of Mr, Stan
Grant, who it seems become at political revolutionary leader

as soon as he is out of ica. There have been dark and sinister
whispers of all ki trourrle from the panic mongers among us,

Now why ar es@ people trying to create this climate of panic

and fear? there any truth to it?
Theg parfyc Mongers among us are a very small group of people, I
generally
doubt if t e are as many as a hundred of them. They are/people who
But
have a fantastic lust for power./They have been unable to win the
ir

popular support of the mass of the/fellow countrymen by the normal
democratic processes. Some of them, a very tiny minority, sincerely
disagree with Jamaica's present political system and would like to
see it changed; but most of them are quite simply out to build up
their own personal power and importance, now matter what the cost.
But by themselv es these people can do very little, And so these

people must set about sowing the seeds of fear, of despair, of panic.



It is always much easier to get people to behave rashly and recklesdy
when they are frightened and confused: and so the aim is to frighten
and to confuse, And one man can sow an awful lot of fear and confudiion
among a people who are not on their guard. One man says to another:
"oy, I hear there's going to be a lot of trouble on Au ‘:EE>h; i §
heard this from somebody really reliable; so me, I' ving home,"
And the pammr decent and good citizen to whom he %},repeats it

to a group of his own friends over a drink; aﬂii’h' in their turn,
repeat it to others, And before you know you are, the talk of
trouble is all over the place. And as els from mouth to mouth

something is added to each version_unt ou end up with the news

that this or that group or part§ a::\bfgnning an uprising on the

morning of August 6th, It i hls way that one clever man with
dengerous designs can pl e seeds of fear and watch them take
root and spread, We e sort of thing at the 1959 elections;
we had it again abo time of the referendum; and we had it agahn

at the last ele"hwes. There were wild rumours of violence and the
threat of ¢ . And now we have it again.

S0, Ns ere any truth to it? There could be, if we allow there
to be, If we help to spread this panic by passing it on, it could
grow and spread until it robs us of all reason and balance and then
we will be easy material for the trouble makers among us, But if we
use our heads and refuse to become panic mongers ourselves, then
there won't be any truth to it., We can cope with our problems without
losing our heads if we remember that all we have to fear and to figt

against 1s fear itself., Goodnight



No 468 1) Busta on possibility of Red Veto
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Good evening: I was one of those people who were rather distubed
by Sir Alexander Bustamante's statement in New York th %&d not
care whether the Russians vetoed Jamaica's apppicat @United
Natione membership. I think it was unnecessary “ggsher like waving
a red rag in front of a bull whom you have alﬂ‘;2¥. rovoked., It is
not a question of caring or not caring wh@ usslans do. It is
simply that they can hurt Jamaica badl@ toing our application,
Such a veto would effectively keep Jaga\e out of the most'important

international organisation in the ;>>ldt and it might also mean tha

we may not be able to make u all the special agencies of the

United Nations.
The reports su @t the Premier made this statement to a

g8
reporter in what he ly regarded as a private conversation. Bw

I am afraid tha ’h\se a head of state speaks to an American reporter
in this ve almost certain to be quoted unless he insists that
his remafks e off the record., And even then he runs th%?iz:k of
being quoted, This 1s the sort of indescretion that the leaders of
this administration must watch against, especially in the field of
foreign affairs, In foreign relations we have to be absolutely
correct and formal in what we say about other countries and in how
we deal with them, even 1f we detest what they are and what they
represent, The fact is that if the Russians do decide to veto our
application and keep us out of the United Nations we will have our-
selves to blame for not thinking ax of all the implications of what

we say and do, Certainly, at the moment we are approaching the



handling of our foerign relations in a very casual, off-hand and often
clumsy manner which can do us a great deal of harm,

For instance, I think the manner in which we invited the islands
of the Eastern Caripbean to send representatives to our %izpendenoe

celebrations had a lot to do with Barbados and some o hers

turning down the invitations. Our relations with thQ\Nis rn Caribbean

have been very close and intimate in the past, Yy, they have

been so close that we could have asked Dr, Wi , Mr, Barrow and

Dr. Jagan to personally come and represen countries, and if

they did not find it possible then t@representatives. My
dt

understanding is that we simply aske m to send representatives,

as we did with the other Commo alth” countries, If this is right,

then we were very correct in formal diplomatic sense buton the

personal and nationalis those zmumxrizx islends,which until
recently shared a co bership of a federation with us, could

regard our invitati s very cold and impersonal, as inviting a

brother in exgc the same way as you would invite a friendly
stranger, very easy to say that these people reacted in a petly
way. Are We re that the way in which we invited them, bearing in

mind our past association, are we sure that was not petty?

In any event, it is important for us to learn and to learn quikly
that the handling of foreign relations is a delicate and tricky art.
All we can hope is that the damaged done so far will not keep us out

of the United Nations, Goodnight



No 469 70% Free Places to Primary Schools:
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Good evening: My comments of last Friday and Saturday on the
new basis for the free place scholarship awards have g‘?ﬁ:{ed quite
a few comments, questions and criticisms from 1ist® rom
these letters it is clear that those listeners \ ildren are'
at primary schools approve of reserving 70% of 1 free places Tfor
the primary schoolsi but those listeners (o] children are at
preparatory schools or secondary scho eel that this is an
unjust quota ;ystem which is out t ise children from middle- - -
class homes, So 1t seems to me fﬁ\{/}t might be useful to discuss
the social aspect of this wh uestion,

One listener asked:q{ii}i a cfime in today's Jamaica to belong
to the middle-classes@ at why they are now putting a handicap
on our children ree places? Don't we contribute very
heavily to‘th natdn both by what we do and by the taxes we pay?

1 th@ listener 1s on to a very good point. We have
latelyé to sound as though being a member of t.he middle~-classes
i1s some t of disgraceful thing. And indeed the whole argument’
Justifying Mr. Allen's reserving of 70% of all free pdaces did have
an undercurrent suggesting this anti-middle-class bilas, I personally
am sorry about this because I do not think 1t will do Jamaica any
good to =kaxk dramatise and sharpen the class differences which
already exist., I think 1t was and still is possible to put up a
reasonably good case for Mr, Allen's new basis\without dramatising
class considerations,

I think the Jamaican middle-classes have contributed greatly



2

to Jamaica's economic and political development, espedially over

the past twenty=-odd years. They have supplied the nation's top
‘ and

leadership in politiecs, in economics,/in education. Indeed, all

our top political and trade union leaders come from tﬁeéészdle-clases.

Our two main pelitical parties are led by people whoe a sically

of the middle-classes, And the present stability vu soclety

owes a great deal to the fact.that we do have g and stable mk
middle-class whose members are pushing eage r personal advancemen

Indeed, I think the Jamalica picture wo @

very different today
~i1f we did not have this strong and @o s middle-class,
But having said all that w muk t111 face the hard facts, i
brought out by Ministry Paper No , that 95%% of all our school=
going children are at prim chools and they got only 1.1% of all

free places last year@ remaining 4% of our school population

got the remaining
art of KXEXREX
- /the reason for t the effort made by middleclass parents to

all free places, Now let us agree that

give thelr ch Nen a better break and part of the reason is the

many primary schools, Bo we then say, as middle-
reits, that the 95%% of the total - all those kids in the
primary schools = are none of our business? I don't think so. And

I certainly do not agree with the listener who suggested that middle=
clag; kids are naturally brighter than kids from poorer homes. The
real difference is that the kids from middle-class homes have been
fortunate enough to have better opportunities, I think we must try

to make equal opportunities for all, I think this present attempt
do this 1s makeshift and does not go to the root of the trouble. So
let us try to offer constructive alternatives instead of starting a

- sort of class war in education. Goodnight,
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Good evening: As I told you last night, I think 1t would be
a very bad thing to make a political 1issue out of ourreducational
problems, And we certainly d6 have some problems in d‘%EE,on - as
indeed in many other spheres of the nation's affa a, it 1s
always very tempting and very easy to try_and %\li’cical capital .
I think for instance that Mr., Allen's reser 70% of all free
places for primary schools was approach?k political spirit as
well as in a spirit of concern about@ ion, Politically it is
a good thing to have the benefits o onflary education spread as
widely as possible., It is an obvzghaﬂy move in favour of equity
and social justice and on (o] ounds no reasonable‘person should
quarrel with it,

Bﬁt when looke ‘;::) practicai terms it is a horse of a very
different colour. told you before, Jjust t? reserve 70% of the
free places w ut also providéng that primary school traingng will
be so imp hat the children from those schools will also be
able te ea hose places in honourable and open compettition, is
simply to invite a lowering of standards, And this, I fear, is
"possibly the greatest danger inherent in this move, It is for this
reason that I think it is makeshift and not caréfully thought out
in terms of the bestf long-term interests of Jamaican education,

By implication this move does in fact say that we must operate a
double standard: one for children from primary schools and one for
children from prep and secondary schools, And I dislike this aspect

intensely. Double standards are always bad standards., And to examie

kids from primary schools separately from those from other schools



is more likely to accentuate and perpetuate the differences rather
than to break them down, The intention is not to dévide but to brig
together, but there is the clear and apparent danger that unless

standards in primary schools are raised dramatically this intention

will Be defeated., I personally want to see a great de re opportuni
for children from primary schools and from poorer m an is
implied even in Mr. Allen's move., But I also wa, children to
have at least the same quality of education t same standard of
education as is enjoyed by the minority dsahgécondary schools,

And now for a brief word about & row that is now going on
in United States education. On the f June the United States
Supreme Court handed down a ruli jing that it was against the

American Constitution for anﬂiipggrnment education agency to compose

prayers to be said in pu hools, This was because the Néw York
State Educatlon Boar ents had composed a prayer which 1‘E
recommended for use 1 public schools, But some parents objecteal

to this on reldgio and personal grounds, They pointed out that
the Bill of Lkﬁ%s in the American Const;tution specifically forbids
" an est ment of religion". And the wise old gentlemen of the
Supreﬁ;\::)}t, whose business it 1s to defend and interpret the
American constitution, upheld these parents. The grey old Justices
said that they were protecting religion from the state and that the
government should leave the religious functibns of the people to
themselves or to the churches to whom they look for religious
guidance, It seems to me a very good thing, this separation of
church and state., But the American people are having a really <

monumental row abgyt this matter at this moment. What do you think of
ipe. Goodnight
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Good eveniﬂé: The British Guinna”Constitutional Conference .
which should have opened in London this monfh, has bee ut off
until September, Both Dr, Jagan, B.G.'s Premier, a %orbes
Burnham, the leader of B.G.'s largest opposiltion' &have condemed
the postponement., Mr, Peter D'Aguiar, the lea he United Force,
on the other hand, has welcomed the postpon% The British Colonial
Secretary, said}he had to postpone what infact have been B.G.'s
independence conference in order t e report of the Commissim
which has Jjust flnlshed its hea ::\Snto the rioting and burning of
Georgetown last February. To r‘S§€§;e the B.G. picture a little

‘;Egp
further, Dr. Jagan last mon ach his Minister of Home Affairs,

Mr. Balram Singh Rai, al was fired because he dared to accuse
his party leader of g the party elections in which Mr, Rail
who is an Indian, sed Mr. Brindley Benn who 1s a Neéro, for the

office of Pgo Progressive Party chairman., Mr. Ral said that he

lost to pn-because Dr. Jagan had manipulated the whole :

v $hTE 5T Ahink WSl whE Drobably dshNe s ma jority
of P.P.P, members are Indians and communal feeling is strong enough
for Indians to tend- to want to vote for thelr own kind against any-
body else, But Dr. Jagan in particular is trying hard to keep down
the communal aspect of B.G. politice and so for him it is important
to have a Negro in a high position within his party and Govérnment.
And so, as a self-confessed Marxist, Dr. Jagan probably operated on.
the classic Marxist assumptidn that the mean Jjustify the endsvand
Fdid what had torbe done to get Brindley Benn re-elected.:The danger

of these developments from Jagan's point of view is not that Rai



could cause a split in the party, or even oppose him smccessfully,
The real danger is that Ral is joining a small band of influential
Indians who were once with Jagan but who have left him. If this

band were to form a small conservative Indian party which could take

'8
away five per cent of Jagan/popular vote from the poli ly unattachu
Indlan masses, a completely new gituation could ar at tle
next elections, The violence of February and n ostponement of

the 1ndependence conference has done Jagan d; and what happers
E very lmportant.

between now and September inside B.G. co

And for a 1obk at Algeria. Last the people voted for
Indpendence and xﬁm Tuesday Pre& enkhedda.and his supporters
return home to take over after sgayglyears of fighting from exile,
The European secretg army ter ts have given up; the;r leaders
have fled and their prra o has gone off the air, Thefe 1s
peace, but it 1s an peace, ‘The whites who remained behind
are frightened n ous, In bitterness some Algerias Bhwe taken
over the pope of"whites who have fled. But on the Qhole there
have been n g like the ugly scenes in the Congo.

Tg:;ijf danger of trouble now is between the leaders themselws,
Benkhedd eads a moderate government which wants to come to terms
both with France and the settlers, But Mohammed ben Bella who had
been a prisoner of the French for nearly as long as the war lasted,
is a toughminded left-wing radical who wants to take over and who is
beétter about the French, Unless this power struggle is coﬁtained,
we may yet see more bloodshed, but this time between Algerian and

Algerian, Goodnight
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Good evening: The Jamaica Government Mission returned from
London over the weekend, and because I have been out the country
parts over the weekend I have not had a chance to ¢ t%ny of the

people who were on the Mission, The result is tha € no more

. background information than appeared in the plQ‘t over the radio,
So, in trying to assess what was achieved I%t start off with
the édvantage of having discussed the mé<2%?'with someone who was

on the inside. I cannot teil you ' e atmosphere'in which the
talks were conducted or the prec :Qzanure of just what Jamaica asked
for from the British Governm ynews of last Thursday was that

the Jamalca delegation aske JEe British Government for a sum of

more than five millio 8 to balance our budget, plus an

unspecified but ver amount for development purposes., If this
finally

was in fact so th at the British Government/decided to give

Jamaica mus v been a great disappointment to the Mission,
The sh @overnment has decided to gilve Jamaica\an outright
about one million pounds, Next, all the War Of}ice properyy
here, which is worth about two and a half million pounds, will be
given over to us after August 6th. So we will get about one million
pounds in cash mrxzErERik and two and a half mhllion pound's worth
of real estate: a total of Just about three and a half million pounds,
In addition, the British Government will‘make an Exchequer loan of
one ahd a quarter million pounds towards our budgetary needs,

This is a very small amount of money indeed; and I, like many

other people, f;Eéadisappointed by the meagreness of Britain's

parting gesture to her moet important colony in this part of the



world, If you put aside the War Office property - which is in any amse
Jamaican soil - all we got as a grant 1is a cool one million pounds,
This is less than one pound per person. And when we conslider the
generosity with which Britain has treated places like Ranganylka

when they entered into indpendence, then the smallness %er grant

to us becomes particularly striking. So why did Br@
a small grant to see us on our way to independe 7

Some people have suggested that it is b eQ?f our decision
to get out of the Federatlion and that th S:?:~form of punishment.

I myself do not bellieve that this was ort of pfinitive action
on the part of the British Governmex\

ve us such

course they were disagpoited
when we decided to quit the Fedegg\%,n. But I do not think that it

is thetr disappointment‘whi h?&sponsible for the smallness of

the grant, I think rathe hey had a very clea; idea of the
amount that they pro o give to the original West Indies Federatic;
when it became in nt, But since we wrecked that federation, tids
same amount he ow %0 be divided among three distintt groups:
ourselves, dad and the Little Eight., And I think that in the
parcellin u® of this money they have decided that the needs of tire
Little E are - and will go on being - greater than ours, ?hey ae
committed to supporting the interim organisation of the Little Eighﬁ
and when its federation finally gets going they will have to help 1t
for quite a while to come, So it is not simply a question of puniding
us but of making a set amount of money go around. And in British
calculations there are others whose needs are greater than ours, That
is ohe aspect of this matter: I'll discuss some other aspects tomomow,

So till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: Last night I told you that I thought one reason
for the smallness of the British grant to Jamalca was ause they

have to divide a set amount of money between Jamaicéd, ,T 1dad and
the Little Eight. I also told you that I think &sider the
long-term needs of the Little Eight greater tﬁ‘;?%ﬂrs. If I am right
in this then you will find ﬁhat the Trin 3;?Tﬁancial settlement,
when it is announced, will not be vas erent from Britain's
financlal settlement with us, I t e‘British Government has
decided to hold the lion's share :*\he grant money earmarked for
the West Indies in order to the Little Eight, But aé I told
you last night, f‘do not_th the British Government has approacheﬁ
this in any vengeful <EZ:’ of wanting to punish Jamaica becamse of

the federation fias is Jjust that they are now assuming

responsibilities we have refused to share with the smaller
islands. x'ler we like it or not, they feel that the needs
of the s islands are greater than ours,
views
Tw er aRXHXEREX have been put forward to explain the smallnes:

of Britain's grant to us, The first is that the Premier has declarcd
too loudly and too firmly that Jamaica is in the Western camp. Some
people feel that the British and American reaction might hbe: Well,
s}nce they are on our side in any case, since we have them in our
pockets, we do not have to win them over with aid and the like., These
people feel that if the Mission had used the Cold War situation we
might have got more money. In terms of the size of the British grant
I think these people are wrong, I do not think that the striking of

any political poses would have made any difference to the amount
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of money Britain gave us. Whether this will cut any ice with the
United States 1s another matter. As far as the British are concerrel
I think they had a clear idea of what they intended to glve the

West Indies and what share of that would come to us, And this point,

I think, also covers the second view, which is that w 14 have

got more money 1f this had been a delegation of a PINyP sEovernment
led by Mr. Manley, Mr, Manley has proved himse \ Jamaica's -
most brilliant advocate to the outside world: has been the princhaz
architect of Jémaica's present high repu c n the outside worid.
But, given the same set of circumst I do not think Mr. Manley
would have brought back any more t % Mission brought back from
London, All the indications are W he British Government knew
exactly how far it would go %ﬁ question 6f grants, and I do not
think the political com of the Mission or the perj_sonality

of its leader would e any real difference/ in terms of hard

and solid cash gran
As far bagk a e 31st of May and the first of June, I warned

that we mi X a rough time raising grants from abroad for

developm rposes, And I told you that one reason why we would
have dgulty in raising grant money for development is because
Jamalica has done so well over the past eight years, We have more than
doubled the nation's income, If you have a Gross National Product of
roughly 250 million pounds and you go and ask other people for help
How do you use, how do you share what yoiha
they are going to ask you: what are you doing to help yourself?/Ther
are going to say: show us how much you yourself have invested in
your own development, This 1s our problem: this 1s/$le: challenge

behind the smallness of Britain's grant to us. Goodnight,
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Good evenling: I have already discussed some of the key aspects

of the Common Services Conference which opened in Port Spain
ility
yesterday morning. On the 9th of May I discussed theg/gr IrxeRfemks
try to

that Trinidad might/put the question of B.W.I.A. \t agenda and
I told you that' if this happened much will derﬂ Jamaica's
reaction, Indeed, I think this could probabiiibnythe crucial point
of the whole conference, If Trinidad d‘éE:ns raise the questién
of B.W.I.A., then the chances are @ 111 have a relatively
smooth conference, with a lot of a&give-and—take but with no
real bitterness. But my gues ;\Sﬁgfﬁoment is that the question

of B.W.I.A., will come up., ‘:E::;idad government 1s at the moment

carrying the entire c@l operating the airliné, and it is being

run at a loss, The o doubt too that the principal Benefits

of B.W.I.A, go to people of the Eastern Caribbean. There is
much more int land traffic among themselves than there is between
Jamaica e other islands. So if B.W.I.A. folds up we in Jamaica

will n ngtice it very much., But th the islands of the Eastern
Caribbean the folding up of B.W.I.A, will be a really terrible
blow, throwing them back to the isolation that existed before the
coming of the air age., So this question of the continuing of B.W.IA
is very important to the people of thdse islands. And so I think
that all the delegates from the Eastern Caribbean will be prepared
to accept B.W.I.A, as a BGommon Service, ‘if Trinidad raises the
matter, And that will leave it up to Jamaica,

If Jamaica does not oppose this move then things mlght work out.

Acceptance by Jamaica might also go a long way towards improving
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the very bad feelings that now exist towards us down there, In fact,

I do not think we have ever had a time when the fund of goodwill far
Jamalca was as low as it is now in the Eastern Caribbean, So, Jamaica's
acceptance of B.W,I.A, as part of the Common Services w do much

to restore goodwill towards us. But no nation takes@ avy ;

financial burden just for the sake of goodwill, WX ant goodwill

but we will be fools to pay a yearly price for<2‘o the question
of their goodwill must not and will not be a r consideration.
The big guestion is whether it would al our own interests, I
personally think we have more to ga ccepting B.W.I.A, as a
Common Service, If we rejeét B.W .t"us a Common Service Trinidad
and thé‘others may withdraw f mﬁ§§’1m1versity.‘And believe me, in
both the short and the loné h will cost us a whole heap more
to support a universit ur own than to share in the cost of B.W,I.A
So I hope we will n Qenny wise and pound foolish - if the matter
comes U A8 3T % ave benefitted more from the university than -

any of the ot \slands. Our sick have had free treatment at the

hospital hich 1is the best in the entire Caribbean. Our worlers

an®s have benefitted because}&giversity is here. And the
other islands have contributed to all this,

Finally, a brief word on entertainment: the Little Theatre
Movement's 'Dark of the Moon' is not highbrow or high-minded stuff;’
but if you want an evening's fun, do go and see it, And don't let

the critics put you off: it is great fun. Goodnight,
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Good evening: I should like to express my very warm congraﬁulati
to the Jamaica Public SerVice\Company for 1its decision‘?E:;et up two

scholarships of 1ts own to the College of Arts, St%

These two scholarships will be in engineering, QN ne of them'

d Technolgy.

preference will be given to students who have arent or close
relation working for the coﬁpany: the oth be open. I think
this is a magnificent guesture and a contribution to technical
education in Jaxﬁaica° I should 11 firms to do this sort of

thing as their contribution to o independence., Indeed some firms
have been setting up scholar to the College of Arts} Sclence
and Technology - andtheigésiﬁ been doing this quietly and without
any fuss or publicity, here are \very far from enough of such
scholarships, It wil a very long time indeed before Jamaica has
anywhere near ghe er of technically trained people we need, So
may I onc@ rge those large firms that can do so to setAup
their o s larships. And to those whose resources will not
permit@, I suggest a contribution to our J.B.C. Indpendence
Scholarships,

Incidentally, contributions to our scholarship fund have not
been up to expéctations over the past week., We have received only
two cheques: one for ten pounds from Mr, Stanley Motta and one
for five guineas from the Savlamar Women's Club, This brings our
current total so faé?%hree hundred and eighty-eight pounds three
shillings and six pence., I find this frankly disappointing. I had
hoped that we will by now be nearer the thousand pound mark. So

please, don't forget to send your contributions to the J.B.C.
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Independence Scholarships Fund, Box 100, Kingston tén. Another
point I should like to mention is that so far no other business
firm has responded to the Seprod challenge with management and
workers contributing and equal amount, And I am sure that the
workers and management of Seprod do not constitute thi;%f;y public

spitited firm that cares about education in the Jizzéiﬁ ommunity.,
e

Now for some of the more>cheer1ng gnd posi‘oi‘\2 s about the
fund. A number of listeners have written to they are
collecting money in small amounts within th communities for
the fund. In this the 1ad1es,has usualj articularly promineﬁt.

I am particularly pleased about t use it is the only way in
which we can turn this scholarsh%ig;’ d into a genuine community
effort. So all power to all?se ood ladies who are busy collecting

pennies aﬁd sixpences and lings. One lady has asked for some
sort of authorisatiér ow that she is collecting for our scholgk
ship fund, ®¥=% Ertadnly cend =dy——moteof-authorityiy

I think it would We™~eo much more of a community effort if the local
community nisation, the WOmen'é Club, the J.A.S. Branch, the
Local P ould be involved in the fund raising effort by

getti them to authorise it, So please carry on with the good work:
if we succeed, ours willing be a permenent contribution to educatim
in Jamaica, Finally, I have now received Miss Gloria Escoffery's
painting and it is a beautiful thing, framed and ready to be hanged,
It will go to the first person who sends us fifteen guineas for it.
And that will be a bargain. to whoever buys 1t. ‘Goodnight,
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Good evening: I think it is time we did some clearg thinking
on this question of a National Anthem for Jamaica - and,, in the
process, on the whole business of ind¥endence and a¥t it means
and whose independence it is., There are now exactly tywenty-three
days to go to Independence Day, and what is t ation?

We find that we have no Natlonal Anthe is nationally
acceptable, The few tries that.have be are dull and dreary
beyond words and absolutely unfit. eep down in their hearts
all our politiclans, all our leagders, ow that a song does exist
which we can make nationally cjjgsggle as our National Anthem.
It is Jamaican to the core, %ords are gloriously uplifting,
and there is a marchil %to the musilc.‘More than any other
song, 1t expresses (f;:Le soul and the deepest aspirations of

Jamaica, But no wanis to touch it because the whole business

of choosing o‘ﬁ\ﬂgtional Anthem 1s bedevilled with the meanest kind

of petty, ¥y politicking. The words of this song was written by
a leadheg:>ember of one party and that party has used it as its '
marching song; and so the other party cannot possibly accept it,
no matter how good it is, not matter how well it fits the ocaasion.
And all of us,'by our silence, aid and abet this monumental folly,
o let us ask ourselves: Whose independence is this that we
are going to celebrate? And for whom do we want a National Anthem?
Does this Independence belong to Alexander Bustamente or to Norman
Manley? Does 1t belong to the People's National Party or th the
Jamaica Labour Party? Does it begin with the two leaders and their

parties and end with the two leaders and their parties? I think we



have had clear indications that there are pgople, and some of them
_very powerful people, who see our coming independence and the
question of our National Anthem in this strictly party political

light, They see it as a question of 'face', of scoring points, of

galning an advantage. : % 3
And so —you have some people in the P.N.P, who@ going to
take—_ part in the independence ceclebrations bec \) r party 1is
out of power and they see this as a J.L.P. leBpration, On the other
side, you have people in the J.L.P. who ngE;Bund behaving as
though this is an exclusively J.L.P. Q.‘Both these attitudes
are equally tragic and unfortunate maica, It shows that the
1nteres£s of the person and the B§§Byvare beiné put before the
interests of the nation; and is so wrong.

Sure the leaders an arties have led Jamaica to this high§
and for this they wil @ ays be remembered and honoured, But .
independence belg d will go on belonging to the people of Jamaic:
Long after th ea 8 are gone, long after these two parties have
either be@tely changed or else replaced by other parties,
Jamaicgsi:s s people will still be here: they will be here a
hundred rs, five hundred years from now, And for those Jamaicahs'
our present petty little scoring of points will seem rather silly.
And when they sing Jamaica's Natlional Anthem they are not going to®
concerned with the politics of the person who wrote it or whether
it bring so-called advantage to this or ﬁhat party. For them it will
be the National Anthem: the song of the nation. What can we offer
them as the true song of the nation? 1I'll tell you what I think
t&morrow. So till then, goodnight.,
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\

Good evening: I think the truest song of the nation, the most
beautiful and the most stirring national Anthem that we_can hand
i |

down to the Jamaicans of the future is - 'Jamaica Arps&¥, But for

this to happen our leaders in both political parti&\b 1l have to

rise to heights of real greatness., It will r f the Jamaica

Labogr Party,tninzxktxnizx and of Sir Alexa stamante in particul:
arE rare sense of history and a recogni that which is timeles

and above party and person. To accggg‘ act that the song of his
e

political opponents 1s really thg\;t" them for the nation, is tle
sort of thing that only a reglly gréat man will do. I hope Busta

does.,

From the PN P m Mr, Manley it will require agreement
to forever banish ! Arise' as their party song, and a undertakii
that it will neve ung as their party song. They must agree to

only use it a \e Anthem of the nation, at times when 1t is right
and prop T ‘he National Anthem to be sung. And I think the must
also ertiake not to make party political capital out of the wuestion
of the National Anthem, Indeed, if this idea is accepted by the tw
parties then a special law should be passed making it a punishable
offence for'Jamaica Arise' to be used other than as our National
Anthem., I know that this too, will require a high sense of histdry
and of the nationés éood for the P.N.P. to give up this wéll-loved
song. I hope Mr., Manley and his followers will rise to the needs

of the occassion., This, I think, is the only fit song to become our
National Anthem., It was written in 1939; the words are by William

Seivright and the music is by Granville Campbell. The spirit is
national and Jamaican through and through. Just listen to the words:



The Trumpet has sounded Wy countrymen all

So wake from your slumber and answer the call
The torch has been iighted the dawn is at hand
Who Jjoins in the‘fight for his own native ‘land.

Then you have the Chorus: % '
Land of my birth I pledge to thee @
Loyal and faithful, true to thee \

Then the second verse: : Q~
Oh the toll may be heavy fche@% long

The road may be dreary th ers strong

Our progress may falter @ergies wane

But steadfast in spiri goal we will gain
And then you have the chorus, then the final verse

In steadfast ce that God will look down

And give lessings our efforts to crown

Let u e unlted to bulld by His grace

A lervJamaica, a loftier race.
That is 1t, Nio"ble a national call is you could find anywhere,
And theiE:SS othing about party or segétional interest in it. Anq
the musie®®y as most of you know, is as stirring as the words., I
frankly think that it will take an éwful long time before anything
~“c.o match this 1s produced., Logically this should be our National
Anthem, It speaks for, and belongs to Jamaica more than any party
or section, And time will wash out all sectional feelings about it.
Are our leaders big enough to see all this? I sincerely hope.so.
Goodnight,
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Good evening: Friday's news from Port of Spain on the progress

of the Common Services Conference was very good indee far as
(¢) d in

the University is concerned, As you know, I was ve%

case Trinidad decided that it would only contin:e\

pport the
University if we agreed to support B.W.I.A. a on Service,
It now seems that the question of the Uni e% is now definitely
settled - uﬁtil at least 1972, This 1sQ&y good thing for all
of us in the region and it shows a %egree of statesmanship
and good sense on the part of a the%delegations. But of course
Dr. Eric Williams only retu o Trinidad on Friday evening from
his very successful Europea ;Eur and there is noy¥ knowing what he
will do. EHe might ye<:::; the guestion of B.W.I.A. as a Common
Service, But at lea context in which it will be raised, if

he does raise 1it, 1l not include support of the University as any

sort of barga counter, And I am very happy about this,

Bu e were setbacks too, and possibly the most unfortunate
of thé§::2>s British Gulana's decislon to withdraw from supporting
the university after next year. I think this is going Lo preve
a moast unfortunate thing for the people of British Guiana., On my
last visit to British Guiana I was particulariy struck by the sense
of isddation of some of its brighteét young people., In some ways I
found more of a sense of being cut off from world currents than I
found in some of the smaller islands, The young thinkers, the young
intellectuals, often talked and behaved és though their miﬁds were

~in prison. I often felt a sense of desperation in them, as though

they were trying to break out of this invisible prison of the mind.



But although this sense of isdlation struck me &Zx most dramatically
in my contact with the young th8nkers, it was not confined to them.
The whole society seemed to me isolated and cut.off. And for such
a soclety contacts are desperately important. Such a socliety must

always keep up and extend the area of 1its contacts 1f§z to

grow healthily and strongly. If it does not it cou 80 ily
turn in on itself and become self-destructive. An ow that

we have already seen signs of the self-destru owers of the
B.G., society. It is for these reasons tha o sorry that the
B.G. government has decided to isolate T further. They are

going to establish their own Gruianqg\s versity. But the size of
the population and the present onom®c state of the nation is such

that they Just cannot reprod?n thing like the university at

Mona in terms of quality inly, they will not be able to attra
and keep xkE teachin of the scope and quality that we have

at Mona. So, as wel etting‘what must almost inevitably be a

lower quality of rsity education, the young peéple of that

young W

country ar x to be largely cut off from contact with other
dians, as well as with the deep and wide current of
t

though flows continually into the valley of Mona from all over
the world,

I think time might well prove that Dr. Jagan's decision to
brea® with the university was one of his biggest mistakes, On the
other hand if he is bent on creating a Marxist state then this

isolation from cureent western ideas is a necessary first step on

a dangerously rocky road, Goodnight,



No 479 The Artist and “ub..

NEWS COMMENTARY i
For transmission on

Tuesday July 17 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I should like for a . change to discuss an aspect

of the arts: specifically, I should like to discuss the big debate

that is going on now in artistic circles on how the augdence reacted
to the Litthe Theatre Movement's 'Dark of the Moon' 1

one
of fhose who went to the first-night of this play. was one
of those who laughed heartily. On Wednesday o) week I told
you that for me seeing 'Dark of the Moon' an evening's fun.
And I urged listeners to go and see ey wanted an evening's

fun.,

7 Now, it seems that those o W laughed were wrong, It seems
that we should have seen 'Da f:gﬁﬁ:'Moon' as highbrow and high-
minded stuff with a most_se 11Safwand'urgent message, And because
we did not see it in ¥, because we laughed and had an evenings
fun, we are being sed and lectured at and told how backward
we are as audiences.“The propdésition seems to be that we, the audience
were at faudt \ that since the intention was high-minded, we should
have see understood and respbnded to that intention, no matter
what ﬁé\;;> on the stage. But the proposition does not end there; ‘
by implication it suggests that laughter and understanding a message
do not go together,

So, let us try and examine this proposition and its offshoots,
As far as 1 am concerned the responeibility for creating what the
artist considers the right mood and attitude in his audience is

that of the drtist alone., If the audience does not respond as the

artist would like it to, then the artist has obviousiy falled in

communication. The responsibility ie his and no amount of abuse of

Sl e
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his audience can shift that responsibility. It is all well and
good to».be a2 genius but unless the fire of your genius can strike
a responding spark in your audience they have no way of knowing
your genius., Of course, there are artists whose thinking and whose
creations are way ahead of their times - people who d% create
just for the popular appeal of the moment., But you%

e

these artists turning on their audiences and a ‘)

find
m for not

making the r_ight responses, They  know what theyfare about and théy
do not feel that they are entitled to s Qs clal understanding .

and special recognition, or that the@ particularly missunderstaosd

as artists. \

And now for the point aboutWh‘ber. From the Greeks downward
some of the greatest artists?world has known have made their

audiences laugh, and usi hter they have taught us great lessons

and given us message epth and value far beyond that of ‘'Dark

of the Moon.' Butf o ourse that ’laughter was intentionally created,

But
ertion./It would seem that it was the clown trying t

I had thoﬁght ﬁ‘: he laughter compelled by 'Dark of the Moon' was

play %:;::S ther than the clown being himself and giving us somethin
uniquel s own, But I =xx3xx am still unrepentant about finding it
fun, all the high-brow stuff nothwithstanding. N
The sad thing is that once again the artistg has blamed his
audlence instead of taking a searching look at himself and his crestion
Blaming the ignorance of the voter wheﬁ he throws you out is part
of the political game: but art is not politics, and art will not
flower fully in this part of the world until the artist stops
high-hattiﬁg his audience, Goodnight,



No 480 The British Cabinet Shake-up

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday July 18 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Friday's news of Mr, Harold Macmillan's sacking
was a sort of public =
of seven of his senior Ministers RrEmXXREXREXERWNXENL acknowledgement

of the widely known fact that Britain's Conservative %ment is
9

in trouble, Over the past twelve to eighteen montl\r particularly

over the past six months the Conservatives Bhiw
NoGal government electim s
earlier this year., All the indicati%‘ that i1f a General election
was called in Great Britain‘tomog§;3;>p next week the Conservatives
would be thrown out of office, At s moment it looks as though the

star of the British Labour %s very definitely rising, and if

there were an electioQ abour would be returned to power., But

ed defeat

after defeat at by-elections, and then they terrible beating

from the Labour and Liberal parties at @

the Macmillan Gove i1l has about a year to go in office and
in that time a nu things can happeh. The Liberal Party has

suddenly come

’Qﬁ% into Britain's political picture vefy strongly,
he verge of death for many years, So, 1f this is in
rt of a great Liberal revival 1t is possible that when
election time comes around the Liberals might hold the balance of
power in the House of Commons = or you might even have the fantastic
phenomenon of an absolute Libefal victory. My own view is that a
clearcut Liberal victory is not possible at the next election, no
matter how strong the revival; but of course, I could be wrong. What
1s certain is that the Liberals have given British party politics a
real shaking up and both the Labour Party and the Conservative Party
are worried. At every by-election partically, the Liberals have ;

been taking votes from both'the big parties, And the leaders of both
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parties know that the eight seats the Liberals now hold in the House
ERrR IR X AREXNEXRXRRXRARRkER XARBXARXINXXXAXREREAIRXRRex XX ReRaXXNANRT
of Commons does not reflect Liberal strength in the country.
Bn@ the Conservatives are in the greatest danger, For every one vote
the Liberals have taken from Labour, they have taken two from the
Conservativ es., And this, I think, is responsible for the nature of

Macmillan's ‘

Mr./Cabinet reshuffle., I think that when the dust hasfsettled you
will find that the new Conservative government loo at deal

more liberal than last week's, There will be n@ g men who

have come up through the ranks, and they will ok, if anything,

lower
this reshuffle then is to try and re e the floating/middle-class

more liberal than the Liberals themselve T whole point behind
o

‘vote which has kept the Tories in p n the past, This is the

high stake for which h}’m. Macmillw' gambling. The question is:

can he get away with 1t? He haken the Conservatlve Party Rrmmx

to its very foundations % is drastlc reshuffle, It 1s somethirg

that many powerful Toriesy especlally those in the rightwing of

the party, will cainst him for a very long time. But I think

they are golnggto t up with 1t for the present; they are going

to put up because it looks like the only chance of staving:
off cq:;i:s feat., But if Mr, Macmillen's big gamble does not
come of f there 1s no restoration of confidence in the governmert,

and if the great Liberal revival continues, and if this ends in a
viectory for Labour next year, then I expect the Tory rightwing to
turn on a defeated Macmillan and destroy him., All in all then, this
is a pretty desperate gamble thét Mr, Macmillan has undertaken, If.
it falls the Conservatives ﬁill suffer a crushing defeat and he
himself will be politically destroyed, If it succeeds, he will

be SuperMac indeed.,....Goodnight,



No 481 Scholarship Fund: Sale of Escoffery Picture
. to Dudley Thompson

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursday July 19 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

‘Good evening: It was exactly & week ago today that I told
you that I would sell Miss Gloria Escoffery's paintin o the first
person who sent fifteen guineas for iﬁ to our Indpgfidencg’ Scholarship
Fund, Well, on the same evening, before I reache&\\% from thés
rédio;station, my good friend Mr., Dudley Tho ad phoned to
iar- that Kb wakted the. ploture: snd Lkt he NoD) 16 bid war treii
And the next day Dudley Thompson sent following letter with

two cheques in it: This is Mr. Tho@s letter:

"I heard your broadcast on§\the Indpgendence Scholarship Fund

and consider it a really no thy ldea. That each year the people
of Jamaica should renew_th ‘Ssﬁz;dge to this, their own land, by
sending two young Ja to our own institution for improvement
is one way of keep spark of liberty aflame, |
"I am enclo two cheques for fiftenn guineas and’ten
guineas ; the painting offered by Gloria Escoffery and

add t too was awarded a scholarship. Let me hope that everybody

the oth;f a contribution to your Scholarship Fund, and let me
in Jamaica who has won a scholarship before Independence, either
- from Jamaican sources or, as in my case, abroad, will contribute
towards thils Jamalcan Independence Scholarship here, This is one
form of saying thanks to the land of our birth and to those who
gave for us," /

That is Dudley Thompson's letter., It is a proud acknowledgement
that even the most gifted among us needed help to reach where they
are and from there to contribute to the good of the country. Dudley .

Thompson had to win a schdlanship in order to become what he is



today. And I do not have to tell you of the good that he has done
for this soclety as well as for the cause mf for African freedom,
In places like Kenya, Tanganyika and Uganda the name of Dudley
Thompson is honoured, and because they honour him, they also honour
his native Jamaica, But let us just suppose for a m at there
had been no scholarship for Dudley Thompson to w 14 he have
been mble to make the contrlbution he has? Ani(E?‘gv f all those
other people whose names are so familiar to v people who are
famous in politiecs, in law, in the med sdrvices, in scholarship,
in our public service - who are whe are, and who have
contributed so greatly to Jamaix th and develppment because

they got their first break by wi g scholarships, We would have

been a much poorer socilet here had been no scholarships for
these gifted people t ., On the other hand, I think we would
have been a much r clety if there héd been more scholarships
and greater educ opportunity for all the youngsters in this

island., And ’&Nsasic idea behind this scholarship fund is simply
to creat r to extra scholarship opportunities for all the
brighthand) gifted young sons and daughters of Jamaica so théy they
in their turn will contribute to making a better life for all the
people who live in this 1sland in the years thet lie ahead, Surely,
as Dudley Thompson says, this is a noble gift to hand down to the
future, There 1s more good news about the fund but it will have to
walt till another time, Meanwhile keep send your contributions to
The J.B.C. Independence Scholarship Fund, Box 166, Kingston ten.
Goodnight



No 482 Sixteen Day to Independence

it

NEWS COMMENTARY -
For transmission on
Friday July 20 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
Good evening: We have just sixteen more days to go and then

Jamaica will be an independent sovereign state. So wh oes the
ot

picture look like at this moment in time? First, whet s
celebrations are we going to have. Some people ax n genuinely .
afrald that there may be trouble of some kind. o me, as the

great day draws nearer, this seems less &SE?EB likely. There is

a basic good sense in the people of t try, a basic impulse
towards peaceful and orderly livin I do not think we should
undersrate this or sell it shor Y have your hooligans and

your idiots and your ganstef?every society. And as with every
a

society, we have our sh a types. But these are such a tiny
'minority in Jamaica can contain them quletly and easily
and without any fusg\o™Pother. So the whole thing is up to us
to m;ke August 6t d the days that lead up to it and the days

that follo R\\hs peaceful and friendly and quiet and happy as the
vast ma of ﬁs would like these days to be, The whole affair

is 1q wn hands.,

For this reason I am very happy 1pdeed that Mr, Manley yesterday
~made public the directive that the P.N.P. Executive has . sent to all
party groups. This states very clearly that 1ndependehce belongs
to all the people of Jamaica and that the P,N.P, will share fully
in all the celebrations of independence. I hope we will soon read
or hear a simlilar statement from the J.L.P. I hope for this not
because I expect trouble but because I think it would be a very

good thing to let that small group of fanstics in both parties know

that thelr parties are againét any kind of partisan stupidity and
hooliganism,
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Another pleasing feature that I have noticed with independence
only sixteen days away, is the very great effort cn the part of the
police High Command to establish good relations with the publie,
I know that people like Commissioner Noel Crosswell and Superintenden
George Mullen are doing everything in their power to ter good
relations between the police and the public. And I h%f all
of us.try to meet the police half’way our indepe cg’ celebrations
will go off without any real ugliness, So, o ount of peaceful
and orderly behaviour, I have no fears. And very glad to see
that all these rumours are drying up, ’ still much too sléwly
for my liking, Let us turn the ta nce and for all, And if
there is a handful of people wi Zkafraid of independence, let
them stay at home: nobody w ’::%ﬂz; them, Of cﬁurse, the crooks
and the petty thieves wil

at work. Celebrations and the gatherig

of people are the ti
, as there are
gust criminals/and

EENNen they are most at work, But these are
@ world over,
0lice can deal with them provided we keep

our heads and do 1nvest'tﬁe1r criminal activity with any special

significa e\ n these crooks try their stuff it is the duty of

all goo zens to help the police. :
ally, I think the National Stadium is going to be ready in

time after ail. And so, with sixteen days to go, I am looking forwad
to.a great time. I am taking my famlly out and we are going to

‘move among the people and share in the eating and drinking and
joyous laughter of a people entering man's noblest astate.

Goodnight,



No 483 Political Moritorium

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmissionf on
Saturday July 21 at 6.1l5p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The other evening I was lucky- enough to find

and Or ess

myself at a small and very distinguished dinner party with men who
are deeply and genuinely concerned with the welfare

country,
During the conversation the rpoint came up . that I be a very

good idea to have a sort of moritorium on par \ics over the "
independence pertrod, that from a given date e independence to

a given date after independence, our tw@ parties should
i

suspend all party political sdrapp s idea found a lot of
favour among those present. But oiggbe pointed qut a very importamt
fact and it was this. This 4;§:\§21d, sure leading figures from
both parties will go to offic¥al functions, they will drink and
eat and talk together will share jokes among themselves and
get _alpné famously. Qntioned the faméus photograph showing :
Mr., Manley and Si xander Pustamante shaking hands after the
successful co \tutional conference in London, He went on to
say t%::::> he” House of Representatives relations between P.N.P.
P

and J. members are nearly always cordial and friendly except

perhéps when there is a heated debate on some urgent and controversial
matter,

And you know, all this is very tfue. Relations between the
‘top leaders of the B,I.T.U. and the N.W.,U., are good. Sometimes
these leaders work together to achieve some particular gain for
their members. And in the business world you will find J.L.P.
suﬁborters and P.N.P. supporters doing business togéther P eacéfulb'

- and amiably and only arguing and disagreeing on political matters.

‘But they don't try to beat each other up or storm each other's



homes or attack each’other in marches. So, to call for a moritorium
on party politics amoné these people will be rather silly: they,
the topflight politicians, the MHRs, the Union leadérs, the busiﬁes
leaders, are golng to observe this moritorium in any case. Sir
Alexander Bustamante and Mr. Norman Hanley are boun <;Eg>et at

a number of official functions and thelir behavio ing to

‘be cordial and exempdmpy: the same will go fo% angster and
¥Mr, Arnett and Mr. Lightbo urne ahd Mr.'wilia’g' ace and indeed
(o)

all the way down the line, They are go share the independence

celebrations in a happy and friendl

N\

But what of the rank-and—f?h&ﬂﬁ‘their followers? What of the

t whenever they mome

together at some function.

P.N.P. man and the J.L.P, wanin’ Western Kingston? I think it is

at this level that we eed a moritorium on party politics. These
are the peeple who ely to clash and cause trouble because
their loyalty t in greater than their loyalty to country.

These are th \sguided p-eop-le who act first and think afterwards-
and who n\b™ng us a whole lot of bad publicity in the outside ‘
worlde, SoNt is to these people that I would like to éppeal. If these
ﬁeoplevwill forget their parties and what good party people they are
for the next three weeks, they will do all Jamaica a great service;
Just take a holiday from screaming and fighting and throwlng stones
for your party. Instead, keep the peace for the sake of your country.
You can go back to your hotblooded party stuff later. This independenc
belongs to all Jamaica, so for the next three weeks at least, please

show your respect for all Jamaica as it enters nationhood. Goodnigli



o 484 Vandalism at National Stadium

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
-Monday July 23 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I deplore what has happened at the National
Stadium recently as strongly as the most ardent criti%andalism.

I think it is a great pity and a very sad thing th er of
misguided people should feel that because it is ational
Stadium they have the right to befbul and da « This 1s as
senseless and silly as a man who sets hi e'on fire because it
is his; or a man who beats his donkey edath just because he is

the owner. You do not destroy wha\\\% urs: you look after it and
B

enjoy it and get benefit from if having seid all that, let me

say at once that I personall ot want to be associated with those
people who have seized 1ng to condemn all the so-called
small people of King a® a bunch of destructive vandals. Indeed,

I had the’feelin t --me of these people were very happy at what
had happened RQeca t gave them a chance to say: 'See, I told you
we are gol hN\Save tfouble; and it is already starting well before
August‘k . And you know, all this is so much nonsense, You do
not, f}::§> are fair and just, condemn the whole community of an
area for the stuplid behaviour of a handful of louts. If you are foal
enough to do so, you are just asking for trouble, If, on the other
hand, you clearly separate the good from the had, you are more likely
to have the good helping you to keep'the bad ones in their place, D
let us not condemn the good majority for the bad behaviour of a smell
bad minority. And let us put an end to all this talk of the little
people having to behave well in order to show their 'gratitude' for

what has been done for them by either the government or anybody elee.

Democracy and thls brand of paternalism do not go together. Instead,



let us enlist the help and support of the decent, law-abiding, proul
and self-respecting majority to contain and control the bad-mannereal
and destructive ﬁinnvtty.‘This, it seems to me, is by far the most
constructive way of deaiing with this business, Indeed, I am sure tat
if our authorifies appealed to all good citizens to and
saféguard their own National Stadium they will be rised at the

i
ne

response, :
; And now let us try to get this vandaliy elf into perspective.

In Britain they have had great stadiums rationsrnow. The
people of Britain are among the most -&piding in the world. But

even there these great stadiums ha&!hgi high walls running up to

thirty feet and more and with rol arbed wire on'top. And still
on great occasions - like J;E’!ﬂnal or the’'final of a rugby
international (especiall . Scotland or Wales play England) =

you_hzive gsome of th @ fantastic attempts at getting over the

very high walls, n myself seen men arrivin%-from Scotland armed
with ropes a pik shoes to try and scale the}%ﬂlls of Wembley
Stadium. Th ds of police had to control the crowds, But the
atmospherdynever got ugly because nobody accused anybody else of
vandalismt And the good citizens helped the police to ensure that

the very high spirits of the crowds did not get out of hand. Now, when
you look at our stadium, you find that the walls are about seven febt
high - but I will talk about that tomorrow, What I do feel is important
right now is that we should stop talking as though we expect that
worst possible behaviour from our fellow citizens. Instead, let us
expect,and say we expect,the best of them, If we do even the g%?miet
Beremiah might be surprised. If yoﬁ give them a chance Jamaicans are

the most law-ab1d1ng people I know, Goodnight,



No 485 The National Stadium: Some practical problems

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Tuesday July 24 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Last night I discussed this question of vandalim
at the National Stadium and I told you I was more than a little
concerned by the attitude of those people who seized to supporf
all their gloomy warnings of trouble. Basically Qe\he ople seem

to have no faith in the good sense and decenc
At e

citizens, and this, you know, can of 1itsel unnecessary
trouble. I am sure you know the old say@a‘Eut giving a dog a
bad name and he will be bad: but 1f e a dog a good name he
is more likely to be a good dog. Ex ca man to xkX steal and lie

ir fellow

and be destructive and he will ;}ngﬁp (dr down) to those expectations

This 1s not to say t t%ust play ostrich and shut our eyes \
to the possibility of oing wrong. That would be utterly
foolish, What I am is that theré is a sort of morbid fear and
expectation of t in the minds of some people which is unhealthy,
and unclean the"mental stabiiity of these people themselves and
bad for e ety: it is like an infectious sickness which, like
the paox, n spread and do great harm., And the basls of this sicknes s
1s distrd8t of their fellow citizens. It is this that I want us to
try and get rid of,

But there are\practical possibilities that we pust face caihmly
and soberly and plan to deal with, And one of these has to do with
the height of the walls of our Stadium, I told you last nigﬁt that
in orderly Britain the wa;ls of their stadiums were often thirty
feep high and topped with rolls of barbed wire., This is not because
the British are always expecting vandalism and trouble-making but

simply because they have calmly faced the fact that glven a certain
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set of ctrcumstances, certain things might happen. And’they have
provided against the possibility of those things happening. When a
great event takes place it is never possible for all the people who
wish to do so, to get into a Stadium and see it., And people who do
not have the money,or as in our case where no money 1is volved, who
do not have invitations are naturally going to try n. It

would be inhuman to expect them not to make the tiy, e British
certainly expect them to make the try and so tQEHtish have provid ed

for it by building their high walls, We h:vew provided for this

in the planning of our stadium and it w e the easlest thing in

the world for-thousands of people \%@VGP our seven-foot high

walls, And if this d4id happen wew be in for a possible great

crush with great damage to p ns and property. It will not be

-

because anybody wants to_do m or damage, It will be simply becuase

people are eager to S<E::i great ceremony. The intention will not

~ be evkl or destruct will be high-spirited and eager, no méra

But harm could ha unless we think about it and pro&ide for -1t=
So I think ge to make clear to our people what could happen if
things g t of hand, Let them share the responsibility for good
_behavio th our authorities. And let there be loudspesakers 80

that those outside the walls can listen to all that goes on inside
the walls. In these ways we will minimise the dangefs of wall Jumpihs,
and all those who cannot see it will at least be able to hear the
details of the great ceremony. Letrus think and plan for all the
possibilities, and 1e£ us enlisi the help of all good citizens, If

we do these things and do them well, then I expect very little troule
at the National Stadium on the great day. It is up to us,

Goodnight,



No 486 ’ 1) The National Anthem
2) Independence Television
3) Our First Diplomats

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on

Wednesday July 25 at 6. 15p m 1
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: A couple of weeks back I told you my own feelings
about the National Anthem. Since then the House of Re tatives

has unanimously adopted a song for which the Rev%\h‘ gh Sherlock

wrote the words and Mr., Robert Lightbourne wr

music, as our

National Anthem, I frankly do not think thi s as good as'Jamalca

Arise', but it is much better than all?~ er offerings we have
1

had, and it is free of the party p
arty
If I am sorry that immediate rath\ n long-term historical

taint of 'Jamaica Arise'.

considerations cancelled 'Jamaica se', I am nevertheless satisfied
that this is an acceptablega « 1 hope though that between now
and Independence Day it e played often enough for us to become
familiar with the any 6f us cannot read music and the;only
way we will lea X une 1s by hearing it oWer and over again.
Incidentally do* not seem to\have a title for it ahd it will

be helpfyl he authorities let us know what they would like us

to call 1 e most appropriate phrase in the words seem to me to

be: Ja ca, Land We Love. But of course the authorities must

decide this.

Now for a word on telefision. The Gleaner Company in associatior
with the Dutch radio-electrical firm of Phillips are going to put
on a closed circuit television show for about ten days over the
independence period. According to reports they are going to have
‘a number of television receivers in Victoria Park so that people
can watch the opening ceremonies of our first parliament in
Indpendence, In addition, I understand that they are also preparing

nightly programmes of entertainment, to run from about seven to ten
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in the evenings. For the vast majority of the citizens of the
Corporate Area this will be their first view of television, and if
it comes off it will also be thelr first look at one of the greatest

ceremonies of a‘parliamentary democracy - the State Opening of

Parliament and the first one for us in Independence, V%rer the

v

motive, I think this shows excellent enterprise on art of the

Gleaner Company and I hope it 1s a great succe & great pity is
: it too.
that people in the rural areas will not be eNto see/kXtx. But

this is something that cannot be helped h\¢losed circuit
television. But when permanent telev omes we must make absdlﬂely
certain that rural Jamaica is not 1 t in the cold.

Finally let me say a rathe;\hg}Qted word about the choice of

our first group of key dimplo to represent Jamaica abroad after
August 6th. Mr. Lawrence has been chosen to be our first High
Commissioner in Londo my mind this is an excellent choice. Mr.
Lindo is a a car 11 servant with wide experience, haviné been

the Administn r of Dominica and acting Governor of the Windward
Islands. To esent Jamalca in Canada the Government has chosen
anothé care civil servant in Mr. Earle Maynier, the present
Chairman the Banana Board who was once in the Federal civil'service
Thirdly, Mr. Egerton Richardson has been chosen to represent us at
the United Nations, if Jéﬁaica isg admitted; he is our present -
Financlal Secretary. I think these are all first-class choices, The
are all good Jamaicans, The latest rumour is that Mr, Ashenheim migt
go to Washington but I would prefer to reserve comment on this one
because tﬁere have been so many rumours about Mr, Ashenﬁheim. There
will be timé enough to comment if there is an official announcement,

Goodnight,
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‘For transmission on
Thursday July 26 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking.

-

Good evening: I do not want to make a mountain out of a moléhi%}

but something happened yesterflay which I sincerely hopeyill not

happen again throughout/ggg period that we celebratefo dependence,
The Jamaica Social Welfare Commission's Pre-Indep ‘ Float parade.
which was supposed to start off from its Haan&eet headquarters '
at ten o'clock in the ﬁorning was very late, float parayde did
not start off until somewhere round abo past ten, half an

hour after it should have been on @. As far as I am concerned

thls was a very bad show; and itﬁ de worse by the fact that it
was the Jamalca Social Welfa Co
come to expect very high st Sards.

And because the started late the arrangements of a

ssion, a body from whom we have

number of very impo fficials and citizens were thrown very
badly 6ut of gear\ e Premier of Jamaica is a very busy man, and

to have the P er walting about for more than half an hour for a
parayde should havé passed his office at an appointed time, Is
just n gapd enough, And the Leader of the Opposition, another busy5
man, was at Gordon House well before the time - ten minutes after'tnr-
when he should have received and reviewed the float parade. I saw

him, and the Chalrman of the Indépendence Celebrations Committeé,
another very busy man, standing outside.Gordon House at half past

ten: and still the parayde had not even begun., Up at the University,
that good and patriotic Jamaican, Dr. Philip Sherldck, had to give

up his long wailt because this timetable had gone to pieces and he
could no longer wait. And when the parade finally reached Gordon

House Mr, Manley had gone., The Premier and the Minister of Deveiopmen1
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were at their offices and they could carry on with thelr work until
the parade finally showed up. But even in their cases, respect for "
our Head of Btate and for an elected Minister of Governmeht, should
compel us té ensure that‘we do keep time, whatever the difficulties.
might be. And in the case of Mr. Manley who had to lea# is off;ce
and hang about outside Gordon House for over half a %’chis was

something of an insult. Now, I am not saying th & Fwas intentimal,

Indeed I am sure that it was not. I am sure th organisers of
the parade had absolutely no intention to_8§ scourtesy to any |
of these dignitaries, and that they ha ention of being so very

late, But we must face that faect tha‘\g were dreadfully late, not
au

because of traffic hold-ups but b they started late. And this

means that whatever their int ons, their performance was Just not
good enough. | ' v '

And I think one Q easons for this is that we are still a
deal too caéual in o itudes towards high office and high occasions
No group of Americ i1l keep their President or his opponent hardng
about for a qgahnﬂial occasion. And this sort of thing would certanly
not happ ritain., And it seems to me important that we should
learn a arn fast that there are lmportant occasions when no exaise,
~no matter how justifiable, can be accepted for being late. I think
this was one such occasion and I think the organisers of the float
parade fell down badly, None of us, neither you nor I nor anybédy cke
should ever keep the architecte of Jamaica's independence hanging
about on any high ceremonial occasion., They have the right to expect
this of us - whatever extra effort we have to make. I sincerely hope

this sort of thing will not happen again, Goodnight.
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Goéd evening: In the Expenditure Estimates for the 1962-63
Bﬁdget which we had last month, the government planned spend a
little over forty-three million pounds, On Tuesday g‘;i;! week
the Minister of Finance, Mr. Sanggg,rpresented ouse the
Estimates of the Revue section of the Budget. t the forty=thre
million pounds plus that we propose to sp he current fihancﬂi
year we expect to earn Jjust under thi;; and a hélf million

pounds., So we will spend just a 1i“g§;m er four million pounds
t

~more than we will earn., This me&\e\ﬁg if we are bent on balancing
our spending against our inc we have to raise just about four

and a quarter million po%ENow, raising this four and a quarter
million pounds should 6‘ P
will have no diffic

roblem, and I am sure the government
getting that‘amount of money as a loan

|

in the open marke ose are the bald detalls of the arithmetic,pf
<§\;f you look #losely at it in terms of family house=

the Budget.
keeping 1 look a li}tle like this:

M nes has ten poﬁnds on which to feed the family and pay
the rent and clothe her children. But to do these things it costs
Mrs, Jones twelve pounds, And so in order to balance her spending
with her income Mrél Jones borrows two pounds and her books are
balanced, ﬁut of dourse, Mrs, Jones is in debt to the sum of‘two
pounds, and the more often she bpprows two pounds to balance her
books, the bigger her debt becomes. And so, although the books may
look all right, Mrs. Jones is really ggtting deeper and deeper into
debt - and the ﬁusiness of balancing her books becomes something

of a costly fiction unlessishe does something to earn an extra



three or four pounds so that she can both balance her books,
ray off part of her debt and perhaps have a little in hand for
all those little extras that turns a house into a home. In
other words, in order to get away from a paper balancing of her
books, Mrs., Jones must find ways and means of earning more
money or spending less or both.

And this, in a very simplified form, is Jamaica's eConomic
problem when we strip it of all politics, But there is_one
crucial difference between Mrs. Jones and the Governmentb, Mrs.
Jones is mortal and can only plan and borrow and earn within the
limits of her lifetime. But the government is ‘dimmortal, It
can and must plan on behalf of both the present and future genera-
tions. Thus, unlike Mrs., Jones, the govermment can borrow on
behalf of future generations, The real problem is one of making
the best possible use of what we have and earning enough to.
supply and pay for all our presen%t and ‘future needs. - How you
set about achieving these things makes up the politics of economics.
I think that both our major «sparties want to achieve this same end,
because - let us not be blinded by partisan polities ' = ‘both have
the best interest of Jamaiea, at heart, The past P.N.P. govern-—
ment felt that the bésti.and quickest way to achieve this was to
concentrate on longwterm development projects to build up the
wealth of the country. I think they did a pretty good job in
this, They «doubled the national income and they attracted a
large amount, of investment money into the country. But the
major immediate benefits, let us face it, went into too few hands.
The J.L.P.'made a very big point of this, and as a result, won
power, So, how do they propose to deal with this problem of
development and sharing the national cake more evenly? I will
look at this tomorrow, so till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: When the former Minister of Finance, Mr, -Vernon -
Arnett spoke on the ExgErikx Revenue Estimates during W eéday's
session of the Budget debate le said that the governiien d spread
fear and frustration throughout Jamaica,., He said the revuene
figures proved to be correct there would be le iness activity
this year than last, that total profits woul reduced and that
this would not be to the benefit of the arner in the form of

a larger pay bill or in the form of %prices.ﬁe sald the rot
A\ o

was spreading throughout the busipe ommunity.

I think there is no que n bat that money has become very
tight. The business communi ;eems definitely to be holding back.,
But why? I think Mr.<:z:§ is probably right in part when he
suggests that it 1is e both the Expenditure aﬁd Revenue sections
of the Budget are, anything,_on the conservative side with a
heavy empha of, 'pause', Whether the government accepts the fact
-or not, t does and what it says, is accepted as an important
pointe@he business community. And it was for this reason, amorg
others, that I deplored so strongly all the talk immediately after
the electlions about the country being broke and there not even being
e barrel to scrape the bottom of. This may have been clevervpolitics
but it was most unwise in terms of the national interest. And I thhk
this talk contributed tb the holding back by merchants and investors.
I hope. -that with this example of what loose partisah point-scoring
‘talk can achieve our legislators will be a little more careful in

the future.

-

But I do not think that is all of the story. I think money is



also tight because some merchantile interests are opposed to certahn
aspects of the government's policy. The merchant community is, on
the whole, oppssed to the government's proposed introduction of
price controls., But the hard fact is that the Jamaica Labour Party
went to the country with the proposal to bring down pr(%i;,and to
i

give the smaller people a better break economicall s basis

the country returned them to power. To oppose onable attempt
ses,

by this government to carry out its electio is in effect

to oppose the clearly expressed will of ry.*I am afraid
that there is a very strong element kind of opposition to
the government in the mercantile dE\wi ty. I sincerely hope the

merchantile community will not pu eir interests above those of

the country and force th o a show-down,
Then of course you ﬂ‘;?:lhe other side of the coin as exemplified

by the Allen Award in -uilding trade. When he spoke to the Chamb er
of Commerce rece . Lightbourne mentioned séjaisturbing figures,
The building de d paid out somewhere around seventeen million
pounds in w last year; its profits were four mlllione. If it has
to pade tional 25% in wages its profits will be completely wiped
out. You'etn imagine what that will do to bullding costs, ’
To sum up then, I should say that behind all the figures of tle
a number of
Budget there/kxxmmg very clear challenges we must produce more, we.
Gnd iz ety Wt WAL e orumenton,
must earn more, smé we must share what we have more equallgf I think
meeting these challepges is going to be very tough indeed., But the,
price :
. emsuXkx of fallure or of not facing up to these challenges would be

: - N e 2
worse than tough - i&e8y would be disastrous. Goodnight,
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Gdod evening: I ém very anxious to tell you some of the detaiks

of the National Savings Bonds scheme which Mr, Donal ‘;EE,ter :
: &
r

discussed with preés and radio people at a Press Qo ce last

Friday. But before I do so I want to talk aboul s@medbhing else whic

has made me, and which I hope will make you \Wwerw angry indeed, It
: \/

has to do with the exploiting of our na symbols for mercenary

and commercial purposes, @
I am sure you have all noti d\ ndependence and the symbols

e
of independence have been used aj\ﬁvfgs gimmicks by a number of
stores and commercial firm me stores have announced that as thdr

this,that or the ot ive, ten or fifteen percent less than the

contribution to Jamaic.' ndeépendence we, the consumers, can buy
normal price, elr advertisements they have made free use
of the nation w.ag, the Coat of Arms and eveh the national mottol\.
I suppose ain amount of thié sort of thing 1is pretty well

" inevitaple though it does suggest that the primary patriotism of
some of these firms is to theilr sales figures., I think this tends

to cheapen and bemean the whole spirit behind our comling independemne
and I am glad to see that a number of people have reacted against ﬂ;.'
There have been a few letters in the press protesting about the more
obvious advertising stunts exploiting our independence, This sort o
thing is bad enough. But on Saturday morning I saw and advertisemernt
in our national daily that literally made me shake with anger.

I am sure you have all seen thé.Jamaica Coat of Arms. Well, as

you know, at the bottom of the Coat-bféﬂrms and on a band with curling
B » '

|



ends is printed the Jamalican national motto: 'Out of Many, One People
Bell, with what I suppose they considered fine advertising zeal, tle
people concerned with this particﬁlar advertisement, replaced the
symbols on the coat of arms with the sybols of the rum they sell: ad
in place of the two Arawak Indians the& placed two xk ces of
cane, The shape and wax fold of the band on which t % is printed
was just as it i1s under the real Coat-cf-Arms, BuBo ord in the
Motto had been changed, The Motto on the Coat s reads: Out of
Many, One People, The wording on this paro the national Coat =of
Arms read: 'Out of Many, One Rum', Yes Many, One Rum, The
Jamaican.Coat of Arms, the Jamalca al Motto, had been reduced
to this cheap and sordid sales mick, I think it is disgusting.
And' I think tﬁe firm and the ency concerned have debased one of
Jamaica's most 1mportant$¥: The fact that this was not their
or persons
intention is beside t t., The person/who prepared this advertise
ment, the person or g:::ZB who approved this advertisemént, obviouig-
saw nothing wrong taking and twisting any national symbol in
the drive aft les, And so we have: Out of Many, One Rum. I am
sorry bu » extremely angry about this insult to one of Jamaica's
most 1@3nt national symbols,

I think we must insist that Jamaica's national éymbols should
not be mxeRxfar debased and exploited as advertising gimmicks., It is
with and around these sybols that we hope to build am® proud and
'dlgnified nation in independence, What sort of pride, what sort of
dignity, what sort of self-reppect will we achieve if any commergtél

firm can dlstort the national motto into: Out of many, one rum? Let

us stop this cheapening and dirtying process right now, Goodnight

Yo
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;”
-Good evening: Last night @ told you how very angry I was abogg‘?;

the use of the Jamaica coat of arms and national motto to sell a

=

- particular brand of rum., Perhaps 1n my anger I did n d‘;éar 1t 01&9r,?
" that I am satisfled in my own mind that thex=m cozw\!b with this *
L]

Ve

advertidement had no intention of showing diso<;f‘c for this s;%'”kf;

important national symbol, My own view is t C éy Just d4id not ;1t:;
think about it, I am sure that all they@& about was the 1mp&iﬁ
of their sales figures; and so, unth@ ¥y, unintentionally, théy :
abused and debased the nationalX m;%\g. The reason why I have retumed
to this subjeet this evening is b se it seems to me mostrimp§ftant,
that with only five days te g®fto the great day, we should all of w
think out our values a-; e values we place on our symbols,., Deep

down all of us, al hbeings all over the world, have a strong‘_
eand baslic need T ols to give point and mxxars meaning to their}
existence, ‘%NQFO respect for their national symbols, a common
loyalty eaning behind those symbols, a common respect for
offic 1%e the Crown, like the office of President or Prime Min}ser,
all these are the things that make for a united and orderly and
peaceful socliety. Kings, Queens, Presidénts and Prime Ministers msy
die or be changed, but their offices - the symbols - remain. And

in mature societies it 1s understood that although we show this

¥
el
i

respect to a person this person is really a symbol as long as he or

0

she holds that office, It is the office which wk is important - *?:

because 1t is more permanent than the\person who occupies it _at any

moment in time,

And the interesting thing about this is that even people who‘
. w &= A* f . -

i
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" kkikmkxamd sayvthat all symbols are childish, have symbols of their
own, The revolutionaries, those who wanted to make nazi and fascit
revolutions as well as those who wanted to make communist revolutions,:
scoffed‘at the symbéls of the world they wanted to overthrow. But as
soon as, and even before, they gained power they eitheiggé;pted the-

symbols they had condémned or else se; up new symbolg. e)) communi st

P

who told European workers not to be fools and 1ay\ eir lives

for flags had to raise a flag of their own, ‘M@

lives for flags but for what the flags‘symb ;
‘ a st@bdlising -
Symbols are man's way of bullding/ himself universally = =

_ within his society
acceptable patterns of values, manne morals/ When all men -

stand for the playing of their n@ anthem there is something

t lay down their

tribal and ritualistic about Jt: as¥ritualistic as gertain African

tribes bowing cermmonially rees or birds or certain beasts. Bﬁt
behind the ritualism bringing together of men in a common _
and shared bond in he song or the flag is the symbol of theﬁ; )
love and loyalty land which is their home and from which ther
get their dai &'ead.

And symbols which will formally become officially effective
from mﬁqézaht next Sunday - the anthem, the flag, the coat-of-arms .
and allthe others - are not meaningless or merely ritualiétic. Thgy‘
are key factors in the unification of the society., As we cherish and
love and institutionalise them, so we build up a common body of
loyalties and a ‘common set of values and a body of common aims énd
objectives. And in the process we deepen the manners and morals of

the society as ekpressed between one citizen oflﬁamaica and anothenr,
The beginning of all this must be a common acceptance and a common
respect by everyone of us for these symbols. They are the outward

manifestations of society's profound desires for creative and orderly
living. Goodnight. .
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