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For weany years wud voleanoes heve bosi active in pars of ceniral and south
Tnnidad, the roosl well Erowu being The Devil’s Woodrard and more recently,
Pipare. Bseumuially, the efflucnt of the volcapoes is predominandy viscous, 1lnidized
baolimitic clay (and to a Jesser extant “exctics” in the form of rock Tazments), Afler
violerd eraptiens clay is exposed at the surface, With a high solar :nfux from the zan,
e surface clay become: sun-hiked to form a vighd, hard crst. Beneath this is
pingressively stiff plastic mad, then s slurry pool, whichis fed by low activity within
the desp-zarth mejor vent A pressure builds up heneath the srmst, minoe small vents
vontmally develso along weak peints of caschs in the crust. Sueh low-Teval, non-
saploslve, acivides coupled with e topogeaphical chuenges duc to raifall and

srosicn readar the voloanees dynramic,

Mg an caverosnentad issve, the Deparlenend of Phiysics aver the pash years has bech
moniweing dae dynainles of e mud voleanoes at doth the Devil™s Wondyard and
Fipare. This prujuct lorme part of the on-going monitoring pengramane, Consaauently,
the averall obiective was (o gather, analyze i inferpret seophysical data z¢ Pipurg,
alongside date previonsty gathersd in the pest years. The study focused mostly on

setsmic refracion charactertzation of the sub-surface depth profile of the “tassile”.

Unlike the Devii's Woodrard where relioble records of major emptions dutes buck to
the: mid-nmetsendh century, reports of aclivity at Piparo prior to e major equption in
1497 are sketehy, Howeser, compared with the Devil’s Weodyard thers ame certain
similacities, for example, crast formaton, sib-gidace srestification snd Jowedoyel

activiy at ssnedl veirts. Fucther, alibough die proliferation of these minor vents as



Piparo is less than gt the Devil's Woodyard and the seb-smface iz perhaps less
complex m forms of fragmenation. However, this relatively ‘yourg® volcano a
expectad o ‘age’ warh time and faseik exponre. This aging process 1s continuons with
time and can ba ohacrved when compared to provions data. From comparison it can
be seen that the thickness of the aurface crust & the Pipare mud woleenn decisuscs

with e, wilh a contrasting increase of the wnderbying secface,



