ABSTRACT
~ This study assessed the perceptions of student-visitors and non-student-
visitors on the fusefufhess of the Jamaican Natural_History museum collections in
the teaching and learning of science based on the following aspects: as a teaching/

learmng tool as epgendenng students’ positive attitudes towards science, as

\

encouragmg cunesny in students and as assmtmg students with the learning of
specific sc1ence gooncepts The sample cons1sted of 518 student-wsuors and 76 |

non-studentvistors. The main indings wereas follows

1. The percepttons of the student-visitors and non-student-visitors in respect of

. the usefulness of J amalcah Netutal History museum collectlons m the teaching
"and leaming of science were highly positive .

2, There were s1gn1ﬁcant dtfferences in the student-vxsxtors perceptions of the
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usefulness of the mus_e_untcollectlons for all four indicators based on gender in

~ favour of the females

3. There were no 51g1nﬁcant dlfferences in the non-student-v1s1tors perceptlons
of the usefulness of the museum collectlons in the teachmg and learmng of
science based on thelr gender level of educatlon attamed and thelr age.
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