PAN as a movement
may disappear but pan
as an instrument could
survive, according o
the Trinidad and Toba-
go Review.

In its April editorial,
the Review suggests that
three factors are discern-
ible in the events leading
to the “All Stars fall-out.”

The first is “the Pano-

rama competition itself
which has come to domi-
nate and to shape the en-
tire movement, the second
is the decline in the loEnl-
ty of players to a or
perhaps, in the identifica-
tion between many bands
and the communities in
which they are located or,
perhaps, the decay of the
comunities themselves.”

The third, the Review
postulates, “is the impact
of commercial sponsorship
on individual bands and
on the steelband move-
ment as a whole.

“When it first came, in
the ’sixties,” the Review
reminds, ‘‘commercial
sponsorship was seen, by
almost all in the steelband
world and without, as a
great boon. The late 'fif-
ties and early ’sixties was
the era of steelband
clashes and of gang war-

fare legendary for their

“The underlying cause
of the problem, a largely
urban one, was seen to be
the prevailing high rate of
unemployment and the re-
sulting poverty and hope-
lessness.

“One response of the

government of the day was
the institution o?f “crail.h
ic

helped to release some
pent-up frustrations no
matter what other ends it
might have achieved.”

The Review observes
that commercial
m)nsorship of steelbands

has been credited
with the reduction of vio-

lence in the poorer quart- .

ers of Port of Spain but
notes that there has been
a downside.

“The not-so-hidden
cost of sponsorship may
have been a loss of the

mmitbed. But many
ds have benefited from |
sponsorship only margi- |

nally or have been left out
in the cold altogether.”
The result, according
to the Review, has been
stratification of steelbands
based largely on the eco-
nomic power or the gener-
osity of the sponsors.The
better-endowed = bands
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gseason, and the paper sug-
gests:

‘“The symbiotic

al, each band devoting al-
most all its energies to the
preparation of just one
tune... there is the eclipse
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