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Safety concerns after
robberies at UWI

KALIFA CLYNE

The University of the West Inadies
AT Student Guild is calling for im-
proved security ab the St Augustine
campus following a spate of mobber-
ies im the new schoal term.

Just Rast Monday evening, the
campus recorded three robberies=a
lemale sodent and a couple who
were walking on the campus after
clagzes, Srudents have complained
about poor lighting and imasdequate
SECUTLY presence il the unnersicy.

Guild president Jonathan 5t Low-
is-Malous zald they have been dis
oussing shadem sfety with campus
sevurity and unfversity asdmintstration,

“We created a group for on cam-
pus complaints so that stwdents
ooukl inform the Guild wisen things
like that happen. It seems thar an
evening times within the st couple
of weeks there has been an increase
ir the number of robberses—from the
time the sun goes down, the hours
when we sill have classes happen-
ing.” be said.

Nahows sald the Guild sees the
meed B0 “build up the security™ on
campas, "We informied them that in
cidenes wer® happening in aneas tha
were nof well lin, There s a big field
miear the tennit court and studenms
s that field fo @coess the exit faster,
Campus securty responded by ser-
ting up temporary lighting towers
ir Ehe ared and sState polioe CHme on
campus to do more patrols but it is
still happening and swdents do
fewel safe.

“0n Thursday, the Guild meet with
the students and are compaling a kst
of shom-term and leng-term recom:
mendations. 1 understand it might
recuine mdee manpower and equip
ment thar they might not have.” he
L=

He zald while students need 1o
play thedr part by wearing identifica
thom badges, there was also the ques
tion of whether security cameras
instalbed by the universiny covered
the emtire area and whether the
guards have ensugh securiny equip:
mient.

AllEmpls o contact director ol
security Noel Corbett for comment
over the weekend wene unsucoess:
ful. A security officer told the T&T
Guardian Corbert could only be
reached Momdays to Fridays during
oiffice lours.

Robbery victim Eachel Bamdhan
said the lack of adequate campus se-
curity is one of the reasons she is still
traumatised, The post graduate siu
dent, who was robbed at gunpaim
last Monday, ssid since the incident
sl ks unable v cat or sbeep and feels
paranodd while walking in public.

“Omece | close my eves the flash:
backs lappen. Th gun, the person's
face, the fear ks always there. 1 can:
niol sbeep becase my body 18 under
constant abert,” Ramdhan said,

“Belore | wowld have walked on
camipus calmiy. Campus was o place
I s vo beel 2ake”

Shi gaid what made it worse was
thar when he refurned 1o campis
on the Thursday after the robbery,
there was nd Ssecuriny al the pedes-
Erican enrwmce at 120 am.

“Everybody | see, 1 feel like they
could possibly be o criminal coming
b ke or attack me, s ot like | was
robibed in the soreet. We don’ have
contrel over that bt | god robbed on
my caxmpus, 3 place it shoukld never
have happened and to come back on
campus and no securiny gaand, that
sl it worse"

On Tuesday, Fedlowing the robber-
i, the university posted a stabemeent
on sockal media advising swdents
that additional steps were being
taken it make the campus safer.,
“In recenl years, wie have strength-
ened the safety of campus and the
surrounding areas through an in-
crease in highly trained personned,
deployment of berter technolagy
and equipment, and strengthened
FII'II'LI'I-L'HhiP:i wilh the Trindad and
Tobaga Police Service and other Lw
enforcement,” the statement sabd.

"We are constantly reviewing
the measures we have in place o
identily opportunities to make our
camipus safer, and we are taking ad:
ditional sbeps in this academic year”™



