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The Left i3 {acing a serious crisis of mere existence.  This paper seeks Lo
mtervene in the revitabzation of the organized Trmbagonian© Left by arguing that
important rragments of a vibrant new piural, opsn, and democratic Left are lving

]

abour Trimdad and Tcbago on the threshold oF reabization and that a historic leader
of of popular resistance - the Oillfeld workers Trode Union (OWTU)Y - has the
potential to emerge as one of tins "new’ LelU's jeading centres.

After arguing for a plural, open, and democratic Left on Jamesian and post-
Marxist theoreticat territery, an outime of the OWTU's imporiance in the history
of struggle in mndependent Trinidad and Tobage is Ziven.  Folilowmg this s the
idendfication of four hikely entry poms from whieh thus pew Left may emerge.
These are the lerce Debates on Democracy i the Left over freedom of
expressions, the experiences of SOPO, the Assembiy of Caribbeain Peoples and
other open coilaborations, LExtra-Labour Sociai Movements and piural discourses,
and  (the wialling and  able Labour Movement. The paper concludes wilth a

justification of the author's identification of the OWTU as a likely sue for

leadership in the new Left.



