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This study concerned a subject's ability to
recognise and make use of cues that distinguished a
correct answer from incorrect options on a
multiple-choice test. Two forms of a 60-item,
four-option multiple-choice test were constructed. Item
construction principles were purposely violated in 25
items of Test X. 2mong the 25 flawed items were
questions in which: (a) a grammatical inconsistency
existed between the stem and the incorrect options, (b)
the key was consistently longer than the incorrect
options, and (c) implausible options were used as

distractors.

These flaws in test item construction, also called
testwiseness cues, were found to make the overall test
easier. This finding was in agreement with those of
Dunn and Goldstein (1959), Millman, Bishop, & Ebel
(1965) , McMorris, Brown, Snyder, and Pruzek (1972),
Weiten (1984), and Evans (1984).

One hundred and fifty-one subjects participated in
the experiment. Seventy-six subjects were tested using
Test X and 75 subjects were tested using Test Y. These
subjects attended 11 secondary schools located in the
educational districts of St.Patrick and Victoria. Of
the 151 subjects tested, 77 were girls and 74 were boys.

The girls in the sample were found to be
significantly testwise, however the boys were not. This
finding was not in agreement with that of McMorris et
al. (1972) who found no significant difference between
girls and boys in temms of testwiseness ability. This
investigation also found the reliability of the test was
not reduced by the presence of item construction flaws.



This finding, although in agreement with those of Dunn
and Goldstein (1959), McMorris et al. (1972), and Weiten
(1984), was contrary to those of Board and Whitney
(1972), and Sarnacki (1979).



