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(a) Adms of Stady

The serpentine leaf miner (lixigmvzs sp.) is recognised as one of
the meve importent pests of tomstoes in Trdnidsd® Floriaelend Californisl®

In Trinidad, ot present, Iiriomygs is widely controlled, along with
all other pests of tomatoes with parethion or arsenicel compounds, Alter-
natively, a "cocktail" of various insecticides is used, which may include
parathion in more than one formulation, Flants are usually sprayed weekly
but 1ittle attention 1s given to the correct doseage retes, or to the
dangers of spraying too close to harvesting, Ripe fruit may be hawested
as little as three days after spraying end mey bear a recognissble in-
secticidal deposit., JFortunately, the Trinidedisn housewife is in the
habit of washing all her vegetsbles, othexwise these practices could
have very serious consequences.

The object of this experiment was to find a gystemic insecticide that
could be applied to the soil at transplanting end keep the plant free from
infestation by the leaf miner for at least two months, Applicetion of
the insecticide in this way would minimige the danger both to the oper-
ator, snd to the consumer,

This is only a preliminary work, and the conclusions are intended to
form a basis for further research, not as present recommendations for

mm.



