PBeokinanan Sharma

availability of clean water. Deckinanan Shavma has spent his
entine professional life as a civil engineer decontaminating
wastewater and in the puocess, twansfouning lves. But
Chancellor, man shall nat live by water alone. (en’t we told in
the Gita? “PAROPARAARAAYA SATAAN VIEHOO0TAYA#4 —
Gaod peaple always use thein pawers to sewe otfiens.” This man
will never be cne to claim that he is good but he has centainly
spent much of his life and time in the sewice of others.

In Hindu philesephy a devta is a supremely benevolent being.
Such has been the gquality and value of his work to this seciety
that Pundit Ftardath Makaraj, a noted elder in the Findu
estabilishment, describies Deckinanan Sharma as a devta — a
deuvta in the mould of Fanuman — the very embodiment of sewvice.
Fis call to sewice was innate and by age 17 he was already
and culture and steeping them into sexvice thiough erganisations
like the Licns Club. A quiet and selfless man, fie fas been the
bactbone behind the development and evolution of Indian culture,
finst thuough the Sanatan Dharma MahaSabha and then for the
last 44 years thuough the activities of the National Council of
Indian Culture.Je was a founding membien of the organizing
committee that was integral to the planning and initiation of the
finst Divali Nagar in 1986. Divali Nagar, new in its 26% yean, is
a much anticipated annual cultural event and always well



attended by all members of oun saciety, not only thase of the

Chancellon, here is a man whe was trained as a civil engineer but
whase Ufe’'s calling has been sacial ne-engineeting. Fe has
senuice. His neceipt of The FHumming Bird Gold Medal from the
Republic of Tuinidad and Folage is recognition of this. COur
Republic is not the anly ane to honour him for he has neceived
sevenal awarnds — from The National Council of Jndian Cultuse,
Fhe Fuinidad Sevastrwam Sangha Inc, the Hindi Seva Samman
and the Penal-Debe Regional Corporation.

But Chancellor, the Gita again got it vight:

YADAN PRASAADA SADANAN

SHDAYAM HIDAY AN SUDHALNUCHO VAACHARA
RABANAN PAROPARARANAN YESHALN
RESAALN A T CHANDYAARA”

“Wheo. will not honeur such a person who always feeps a smile on
his face, whe has compassion in his heart, whose speech is
controlled and whe always belps others?”’

JIn hencuring him teday, cur beloved University is necognizing
supreme benevalence and exemplany citizenship. J theefore ash
you Chancellon, to invake the authority vested in you by the
Council and Senate of The University of the West Indies and
confer upen Deckinanan Shavma the degree of Doctor of Laws,
Haravis cacesa.
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