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L AST FRIDAY, the parish 
of St Thomns wa• 1n:a1<d 
by a group of males from 

the Leadership Academy of the 
Elsa Lco-Rhynic 'TO\\ers. I tall 
of 1he Un iH'rsu of 1he West 
Indies (UWI), Mona campus. 

In keeping with the 
academy's 0111rcach programme, 
which aims 10 educate boys on 
public schools aboul the 
impo11ancc of completing 
secondary educa1ion and 
n1oving on to the tc11iary level, 
the team of 25 males visited 
three high schools Paul Bogle, 
Morant llay and St Thoma.> 
Technical. The group was olso 
joined by sc• era I naiional and 
UWI scholarship a1hlc1e;, who 
intcrac1cd with 1he bo) ~ ai each 
school. 

The athletes were \1ochacl 
O"Ham, Jahcd H)dC. Tni\e• 
Sm1kle. Manin Manley, Zavun 
Richards ond llnnslc Parchmcnl, 
who os a seed of the St Thoma ... 
soil and a past sruden1 of the 
Morant Bay High School. 

Among the 1opics discu~cd 
were male marginali.a1ion, 
lh ing m smgle-parcn1 
households, challenge> of inner 
cities. self-es1eem. an •er 

rcrommcndJtio11> about how 
1hc1r classmale• could cope wnh 
1hc vanous chnllcngcs. 

ENTERTAINm BY DBURHZ 
To lop tlnngs off. the students 

were kept clllertamcd with 
performances from up-and­
coming •ingcr and songwriter 
Dbum1. 

Team lead Bertram Anderson, 
who serves as lho •ludent 
services and dcvclopmcn1 
manager al 'T\lwcrs' llall, and is 
also a St Thomas native, told 
l~ural X11rru 1ho11hc academy 
was formed 1wo yeari: ago and 
the tour begun Inst monlh in 
Po11land. \\here they also 

PHOTOS BY SHANNA KAVE MONTEITH 

Athletes share with students at the St Thomas Technical 
High School. 

'1si1ed 1hn:c schools. 
Anderson said last Friday's 

'1>11 to St Thomas was well 
received. According to him. 
''The principals expressed their 
gratitude for the group hav;ng 
'1s1ttd ond sharing" ith lbe 
srudems. as the miuative ";n 
gi'c them a sense of purpose 
and hope in resp«t of where 
lhcy want 10 go and what i1 
wkcs 10 get there:· 

also underscored the 1mpo11ance 
of acadcmirs. The s1udcn1S were 
encouraged lhal 1alent and 
academics work together, and 
when they do, greame» b 

produced 
01) mp1c hurdler I Inns le 

Parchment couldn't conceal hos 
passion while he shared, having 
been m their >COt> JU>t a fc" 
years ago. He urged the young 
people 10 reach for the highest 



O'Hara, Jahcel Hyde, Trove> 
Smikle, Martin Manley, Zavaan 
Richards and 1 lansle Parchment, 
who is a seed of the St Thoma. 
soil and a past student of the 
Morant Bay High School. 

Among 1hc topics discussed 
were male marginalisation. 
th mg in smgle•p.'lfeot 
households, chalkngc> of inner 
cities. self-e.teem. anger 
management and managing 
distractions in school. The 
presenters not only outlined 1he 
causes and effects of thc.c 
15<."Ues. but provided soluuons 
by sharing personal c•peric1iccs 
The ,1udento. found the 
icstimonics rela1ablc. 1hus 
rendering the discussions highly 
1111cr•c1i,•e. as some s1uden1s 
used the opportuni1y to provide 

'/ 

Up-and-coming artiste Oburnz (left) observes a student or St Thomas Technical High 
perform during a tour by the UWl-based l eadership Academy or 'Towers' Hall. 

Anderson smd lasi Friday's 
visi t to St lhomas was well 
received. According to hin1. 
"The principals expressed thci.r 
gratitude for the group having 
'i•i tcd a11d sharing" ith the 
siudents. as the ini1ia1ive will 
gi\c them • sense of purpose 
and hope in respec1 of where 
they wan! 10 go and wha1 ii 
t3kcs 10 get there:· 

Anderson explained that the 
team "as di' ided into two 
groups. wnh one comprismg aU 
the athletes. The sportsmen. 
three of whom recently 
graduated from UWI. shared 
their e•JXnenccs \\ilh the 
student athletes. The national 
athlete. shared their stories of 
how they overcame with much 
sacrifice and hard work. and 

or acadcnucs. ·1 he students were 
encouraged that talent and 
acade111ics work together, und 
when they do. greatness is 
produced. 

Olympic hurdler l lanslc 
Parchment couldn't conceal his 
passion while he shared, having 
been in their >Cal> ju>t a fev. 
years ago. He urged the young 
people to reach for the highest 
and to scue every moment, just 
as he did, despite their personal 
challenges or hardships faced as 
a parish. 

Parcbmen1 concluded by 
encouragmg the students to 
gh-c back and help another 
"hene' er they them<eh e< have 
overcome as, according to him. 
that is the true definition of 
empo\\trrnent. 
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