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By SAMPSONNANTON

IN THE midst of contention between Pan
Trinbagoand theMinistry of Cultureover
funds, Prime Minister Basdeo Pandayhas
told the panbody thatitwould getnomoney
unlessitcanprovideproper accountstothe
Government.
But soonafter, heurged Minister Daphne
' Phillips to arrange a culture symposium

“ before this year ends to ensure that pan

' resumes itsrightful place in Carnival.
Addressing the launch of the Carnival

Institute atthe Paddockinthe Queen’sPark |
Savannah on Friday night, Panday first’

said that he was proud that against all
prophecies of disaster, Pan Trinbago, the

‘ consideration of accountability wherever |

Trinbago Unified Calypsonians Organisa-
tion(TUCO)andthe National CarnivalBands
Association (NCBA) were successfully
transformed fromState control to“‘manage-
ment by the people”.

But he said an exception might be seenin
the perennial issue of the release of funds
from the Ministry of Culture, amatter thatis
currently the subject of ongoing dialogue
between the Ministry and Pan Trinbago.

~ “n this context, there will always be the |

f

public funds are disbursed,” the Prime Min-/
istersaid. 4

 “There will be nodisbursement of public
funds without accountability. Iwillbe fail-
ingin my duty if1did otherwise.”

Panday said that the country had failed.
to date, to recognise or to optimise the
economic potential of either Mas, Pan or
Calypso. bl
, “Wedarenotenter the new millennium/
| without a purposeful vision of how we will
\take our indigenous and unique creations
to full potential,” he told his audience of
calypsonians, masmen, panmen and Minis-
try officials.

He also called on the newly formed Carni-
val Institute, headed by Dr Hollis “The
Mighty Chalkdust” Liverpool, todevelopa
comprehensive Carnival Arts Programme
for integration into the nation’s schools
syllabus. .
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