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Chancellor, Mr. Leton Fhemas’s contribution to
and vocational tuaining, schaol supewision, teacher training,
edtwatwnandcwvucueumpfanmngaowdﬁmdwe@apmmt

Six Walter Scatt nemanked that, “all men who have
awn education.” Leton Thomas was bown inte humble
cwamwtance/.smSt,&wiammZéandwao,initia@,oeﬁﬁ
ﬂeacﬁwuedfuoﬂ}Sc and then his M.A. fwmffeacfww
Callege, Columbiia University, New York, in 1965.

JIn the workfonce, his has been a multidisciplinary
thuwst. In sewing as Programme Jechnical Representative
ta the Peace Conps e guided the technical assistance in the
Eastenn Canibliean. Fte hao sewed teo as Inspector of
schoals and as Chief Education Officer. Jn various
capacities for UNESCO, including Vice-Chaivmanship of the
Executive Boand he has significantly contributed to work in




Ftigher Education in Latin Ametica and the Cariblean. In
ceardinating CARNEID, he promated indigenous
scholanship in Caribbean education to improve practice,
inspine innavation and promate excellence. (s FPevmanent
Secnetarny, Ministny of Education and Culture, St. Lucia, and
as Minister in the Piime Ministen's Office, be fas been
descriied as launching “the mast far reaching refoun
initiatives ever undentaken in the St. Lucian Public Sewvice.”
As Principal of Sin uthur Lewis Community College,
M. Leton Thomas demonstrated leadewship in a centre of
eacellence.

Leton Thomas has panticipated in, and conducted,
teaching wonkshaps in sevenal Canibiliean tewiitories as well
as in France, Jtaly, the United Kingdem and the United
States; and be has sewed en cammittees of the Canilibiean
Examinations Council. Ftis contribiution to Carilibiean
education includes assistance in the development of a
Caricam Regional Stwategy for Technical and Vocational
Education and Tnraining and a Vice-Presidency of the
(soaciation of Carilibean IFentiony JInstitutions. Fte has
advised en guidelines for accreditation and strategic wefornms
in Caribliean education projected up to the year 2010.

Fis umiting addresses such crucial areas as in-
sewice teacher training, educational exganisation, nole and
Leadenship of the primary schaal principal, micve-teaching in
the Caribibiean, media in education, competences of Jeachers
Callege Graduates. (I necent presentation, at the Conference
of the National (ssaciation of Schoal Principals, St. Lucia,
Novembier, 1991, was cn “Education for the Twenty First
Centuny: Jntegrating the System for  Improved
Performance.”

Extra cuwvicular intenests include campanrative
education and muwsic. Indeed he has been Choral Director
and Onganist for the Raman Cathalic Cathedral, Castries,
St. Lucia, and Vice-Pnesident of the St. Lucia Schaol of
Music. Letan Thomas campesed the music of the St. Lucia




Natianal Unthem.

Fhis dedication to loth national and nregional
been awarded the O. B. E. by Fter Majesty, Queen Elizabeth
in 1969, and the C. B. £. in 1992; awarded a Hnighthood of
the Onden of St. Sylvester by Fis FHoliness, the Pape, in
1991; and had confevied oen him FHonorary Membership of
the Ussociation of Cariblbiean Jextiany Jnotitutions, in 1997.

Leton Thomas is widely recognized as committed to
the development of negional identity, conceived in a pan-
Caviilibiean vision. “Education,” says Fterbent Spencer, “has
for its cliject the fonmation of characten.” Leton Thomas is a
madel of perscnal integrity, of professionaliom,
ostatesmanship and dedicated sewice in teaching and
education.

Chancellor, I present Mr. Letan Themas, and ast
of Fhe Univewsity of the West Indies, you confer on him the
degree of Dactor of Laws, honoris cawsa.

St. Auguostine campus
Saturnday 1 November, 2003




