ABSTRACT
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The object of this study is variation -~ the varistion that we know
existe in the mypeech of individuai& in ths Jamaican speech community.
For our purposes, thg classroom oral and written BEnglish of a group of
gix firet year students invthe same faculty at the University of the
Weet Indies, Mona Campus, was the test situation. The reasarch showed
that variation amongat the group can bé directly tracead t¢ their being
native speakers of Jamaican Crsole and to & lesser extent to their
urban or rural upbringing, However, the variation that was observed
within the usage of a single individuval - intraidiclectal variation -
could not always be traced to social background but seemed more influenced
by the urban backeround or the rural background or bobtn of the particular
informant, Indeed this writer found the intraidiolectal variation

rather unyredictable and sees this as an area for further Tesesrch.

From ihis study it was found that reductive pressurcs rather than
analogical pressures of the Creole influence usage, pariicularly in the
area of inf}aetians; and that this may be obaerved in both speech and in
writing, In speech, two features described as Creole Usage (the BE +
Astctiva Predicate oonstruction and the Cleft construction for emphasis)
were fouhd t0 be esmeniially stylistic and itheir use was not limited %o
any particular social class, The latter featurs however was closely

allied to the ruwral background of the informants,

It was also noticed that in the cral and wnitvten work of the wben
lower middle class informant, fealurses comsidsred ronw-standard in this

thesis wers numerieally greatest, while inw the isiolect of the rural



middle class infowmant, ayntax was relatively undeveloped regardless of

the stylistic context in which language was used. ' In addition, this

writer found ﬁhat,in.many cases, the performanoe of the infcrménta didi
not match the responses to the questionnaire which gave information on

. sooioaecondﬁio background, end in. one particular case both questionnaires
linguistic and socio=economic provided responses whioﬁ were at marked

- variance to the usage obaerved in the idioleot..

Finally the writef of this thesis does not lay claim to having
descrlbad the var:ation that exiats in the complete 1dmolect of any one
infcrmant, and she recogn:zaa that in order to make adequate statements
on this point, sampling will have to be done in other areas = both

- linguistic andvaituational - than those covered by the corpus used for

this theais,.



