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ABSTRACT.

With the rc-cmergence of the plentation as the prime
socio-cconomic institution in British Guiane aftcr 1850, whitc
social suprcmacy was boldly rcasscrtced. This was positively
bolstercd by thceir control of the armed forcces, and, their mono-
poly of political powcr. The Blacks and Colourcds, who by
means of cetablishing an alternative socio-—-cconomic institu-
tion, thc pcasant village, had threatened the primacy of the
plantation during the fortics, werce aftcr 1850 re-subjugated
by mcans of a subtlec system of diseriminatory logislation
and texation, governmental control, and political disfranchisc-
ment and armed intimidation and cocrcion.

Immigrants werc brought into thc colony to supply
labour to thc plantation. But the Portugucsc, on account of
their racce were facilitvatced to quit cstate labour at the car-
licst moment and establish themsclves as a middle-clags social
buffer group betwcen white and black by mcans of a scmi-indec-
pendcnt but lucrative basc in the extractive enterpriscs such
as thc retail tradce and foresting industrics. On thec othcr
hemd, the Indians and Chincsc were subjusated by mcans of the
indcntureship system in ordcer to retoin thelr labour permancntly
on thc. estates.

Honce aftcr 1850, racc boecanc the dominent forcce in
dotermining social and occupational status and tho socicty be-
camc highly s@gmented along racial linus, cach group rotrecating
bchind racial boundarics as was roflceted in residential and
occupational scgregation. Each group had somc form of culturc
which distinguishcd them from the othors. Thus the British |,
whitcs had a British-derived culture, pattcrn; thc Portuguesc,

a Madciran-dcrived oncs the Creoles, from their cxtended poriod
of contact with the whitcs, a curious mixturc of African and
British derived culturc: whilc thc Indian and Chincsc immigrants
had purr though modificd rctentions of their respeetive parcnt
culturcs. ~ ' All thesc different and diversc brands of cul-



turc werce modificd to suit the local social cnvironment and so
scrved as adaptive mechanisms for the groups idcntificd with
theme They also sorved to integratc the respecctivé racial
catcoorics into distinetive cthnic groupings in the racist
gocictye. Such cfforts to anglicizc the subordinatc population
by mcans of missionary prosclytization and English oricntcd
gschooling wcre at best incomplcete and in some ingtancces failed
altogether. The csscnce of gocial differentiation, howcver,
remained the clement of racc, whilc culture playcd a sccondary
rolc in this proccss.



