ABSTRACT

This thesis sets sut to show that Garveyism was ﬁat a
chance occurrence which erupted during the post World Var T yearé
in the United States. I have examined its West Indian 6rigins
and traced its development through to the nineteen-twenties and
thirties when it represented the most advanced praxis of African
peoples in their fight against imperialist and colonial domination.

The Garvey movement had roots in the political struggles
of ali layers of the Jamaican peasantry. Tt is within this con-
text that the political activities and ideas of J. Albert Thorne
and Robert love, which have much in common with Marcus Garvey's
work, are examined. These two men represent the radical reasant
middle-sector and were the brecursors of the Garvey ideolcgy and
the nationalist movement of the thirties which demanded political
decolonizaticn, |

Cha ter 2 discusses Garvay's early actiy?t{es in trade
union eorganization, the National Club, his years of aprrenticeship
as a Jjournalist ‘n london and eventually the fermation of the tpi-
versal Negro Im rovement Association and African Comrunities League
in 1914. The organization then reflected the very dee; influernce
of Booker T, 'asnington, whose work Garvey attem-ted to dwplicate'in
Jamaica in settirg up an industrial institute,

Cha fer 3 shows how nis joerrney to the tnited 3tates in
1916 was tha definitive factor in the breakX he made with the '*Tuskegee!
idea. Tt examines the devaloiment of the NTA as a radical-national-

ist internat-onal organization and the implications of this for the



movenment in Africa and the Caribbean. The UNIA as the most important
black anti-colonial force in the nineteen-twenties came to a head-on
clash with the Furopean and Amerigan imperialists in the Caribbean,
Africa and the United States. I have tried to show that the T.iberian
Programme, crudely referred to by journalists, critics and scholars
alike as the 'Back-to-Africa' scheme was not a mass—-utoprian repatria-
tion effort. This has made it necessary to present the views of the
Negro World newsparer (the main organ) and Garvey's analysis of it.
This revealed that the organization was intent on getting a firm foot-
hold in Africa to carry out its work more successfully. This would
have greatly assisted the growth of the African nationalist struggle,
vhich the Liberty Halls in Sast, Vest, Central and South Africa had
been geared for. There is much more to this programme that previous
analysis has failed to take into account, The liberian “regramms
vas wreckad Dy the combined efforts of the governments of Britain,
France and the Tnited Statss for f2ar of the further impact of the
UNIA on the African pationalist movemsant,

Chacter 4 continues the discussion of Garvey's work during
2 period which Es ignored by most writers, This is unfortunate for
imperialist re-ression continued. Their strategy was to keen» Garvey
in Jamaica awvay from his strongest organizational divisions among Jest
Tndian migrant workers by banniné.him from travel to thas Centralb
American resublics. “There the imjerialists failed, the Depression
succeeded, for.the thirties witnessed the imcoverishment and repatria-
tion of thousands of migrants to ths Jest Indies, many of whom had
supperted G .rvey’s trograrmme financiallvy. This reint must be stressed

~for it is not sufficient tc examine hic cetbacks cnly as a result of



mismanagement, the betrayals jn the organization, imprisonment or
the constant harrassment which burdened his entire 1ife. The
Depression made it impossible for the movement to regain the potency
of the twenties,

I have looked at Garvey's entry into colonial politiecs, his
agitation for vorking-class legislation and how this brought the
colonial bourgeoisie - though split into two wings, the comprador
United Fruit Company supporters and the national—éapitalists in the
Jamaica "roducers Association - to unite in oprosition to the “eople's
Political ~arty, The weaknesses of the party and the petit-bourgeoiscie
vere also pointed out,

Other important aspects of this chapter are the relationship
between Garvey and the Communists, the cultural programme, and the
TNIA's san-colonial perscective. The latter demonstrated th# orine-
cipled support of the Garvey movement for the Indian and Trish nat’onal-
ists against 3ritish colenial occuczation.

The final charter is concerned with Garvey's last years in
Londen, his struggle against Ttalian faecism and attenpls to consslidate

L2

the American and Canadian divisions of the organization,



