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. NEWS COMMENTARY -~ °© o » : R,

For transmiesion on
Mbnday August lst at 6.15p.m

- Peter Abrahams speaking,

Good evening: I hope you have all enjoyed the long weekend that

is now coming to a close., Unfortunately for me, I wag”Ohe of those

‘who had to work both on Saturday and today. On_Sattirgay I had to

spend the whole day seeing that copies of the Westh Indian Economist
weﬁe parcelled up and posted as the magazfhe came off the press late,
And today I have to spend tidying up @ longoverdue article for an
American magazine; All this meantthat NI had no real weekend at all;
and this has put me .into disgrace With my family who had to cancel
their plans for the weekend. Anywa¥, I hope yours has been a much more
restful weekend than mina,: 5

Now this evening INwant to discuss this question of imported

powdered milk andglecally produced liquid milk, Over the weekend,

the Jamaica Times, \carried as its main headline story these words :

"Governmentq Agcuséd of Sabotaging Island's Dairy Industry™. The stof&_
that followeéd) this startling headline reported that Mr. Russell,Grahay
. . &
a digecter of the Jamaica Livestock Association, hadi/told a meeting ?
i . . -]

of the directors of the Association that "government%is sabotaging
the dairy industry of the island by allowing the great importation _?'
of milk powder to compete against it",

The story goes on to say that Dr, A.A. Peat,” our €hief Medical.i
Officer, has ordered that the Mental Hospital should no longer givgw
its patients local Xigmisxmx milk, Instead, the patients should be ,

given milk made up of imported milk powder, Dr. Peat's reason for

this action, according to Mr, Graham, is that he is not satisfied with

the quality of our local milk, But Mr. Graham feels that this is not

g
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true., Mr. Graham also says that it is not true to say that there.is

a shortage of local milk in the Corporate Area., And so we have the
charge of government sabotaging the isalnd's dairy industry. .
’ Sabotage 1s a very strong words to use: but fhen, the Jamaica
Livestock Association is a tough and forceful pressure group. The way
in which they have pressurised government into 1if ‘;Eg,ice controls
from' beef has shown this, And it is understand @t they should
object bitterly to powdered milk which, pint p¥nt, 1s very much °
cheaper than local milk, coming in and co > with their milk,

But the way Dr. Peat looks at th 1k businese 1g rather
different. He is concerned not wi ness and profits but with
the health of the community in gézﬁ‘? and with the patients under his
care in particular,., To him, asMe, there 1s a doubt about the
quality of our local mil Wed to glve my children local milk but

ubt. One day the milk would be rich and

I stopped because of
creamy and fine: E t day it would be watery with a funny sedimert

at the bottom. frankly did not want to‘}ake'anx chances with

my children \xd I can tell you this: t ,/ “.3 governmert
wiieh adyigesvall its officers in Jamaica not to trust even our
pasteurised milk but to boil it before using. Milk is one of the most
important and one of the most nourishing foode in the world - if it
is clean and wholesome: it i1s one of the most dangerous carries of
germs and diseases - if it 1is not. This is a hard fact we must face,
Good milk can give life; bad milk can take life., Of course, frehh
pasteurised milk that is safe and does not need boiling is much richer
than the best powdered milk, Befause I am not satisfied in my own mind
that our fresh milk is always of this standard, I go along with Dr.
Peat and give my family powdered milk., The good health of my family

is most important to me, as I am sure yours is to you. Goodnight,

-
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For tramsmission on

Tuesday Aggust 2nd at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I am sure most of you read the comic strips in
our daily papers: I certainly do. Well, if you and‘szzsﬁld have been
r

like Mandrake the Magician, or better still, 1i with his

Lady Asta, and if we could have made ourselv:;é}\x' ible and flown

to a point over the Atlantic Ocean one afﬁer on last week, we would

have had a most surprising experilence
We would have looked down on s;a calm ocean. There would

have been no ship in sight.fmxx @roplane would have flown any-
where near where we hovered. ‘Ngspg would have been no sign of man

nor beast nor any living c re: only the calm sea and a sunny

day. Then, suddenly, ng would have happened. A slender/

puirnke® cylinder, like the cylinders we use for our gas, but
with a very point nose = a cylinder like that would have shot out
of the calmegcean, and climbed into the heavens with inecredible

speed. ﬂi?ﬁ exactly what happened one day last week, The cylinder
witg\:::> inted head was the new United States Polaris missile,

, still playing the game of the comic strip characters, if
you and 1 had x-ray eyes, we would have looked forty feet below the
surface of the calm ocean. There we would have seen a new kind of
submarine: one that can stay under water longer than any submarines
we now know of; one that can travel through the water with the speed
of an eel; one that can go deeper under the oceans than any of the

submarines we know; one that can make its own fresgsh air for humans

to breathe., And the name of this submarine, we will see with our



n

x-ray eyes, is the George Washington. Thilis again would be fact, not
faceny; truth, not a coming strip story. And the day last week when
that submarine shot that cylinder into the heavens saw the birth of
another scientific revolution in our lives,

The people in that submarine can put into that cylinder a bomb

so powerful that it can wipe out all of Kingston: 1 , they can

put a bomb in that cylinder that can wipe out N or London or
Moscow or Peking or any of the great cities :ah; vorld, And the
peoprle inside that submarine can aim str or the heart of any
one of these great cities while remai é‘:?;;tected under the water
anywhere in the world's great oce 11 they have to do is pick
a target, adjust their 1nstrumen\ aim the bylinder for that
target and press a button. Thsg\ey&inder will then shoot out of the
ocean and travel 1,200 1 hit that target on the nose,

This, I think, 1 ost terrible war weapon so far developed,

There is not a si

;@ ot on the earth's surface where this dreadful

new weapon ca ch, And the submarine can go to within the

required 4 nce*of any target in secret and without being seen. In
a few ye here will be 45 of these submarines and each one will
car e“destructive power than was used by both sides in the last

World r, This is the latest American reply to the Russian rockets
and lMr, Khrushchev's warlike threate, It is part of the cold war,
But to me thix awful tragedy is that so much money, so much
skill, knowledge, so much human effort has gone into the meking of
yet another weapon of destruction. If all this great knowledge, if
all this money, if all this human effort had been bent on curing the

gick, on feeding the poor, on housing the homeless, on educating the

young, what a wonderful place this earth of ours would be by now.

This, I think, is the great tragedy of our time. Goodnight.
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: Good evening: I am glad to see that a K.S.A.C. deputation is
seeing both the Premier and the Minister of Home Af% about the
cuts in the K.S5.A.C. budget., You will remember @ told you
about the cut in poor relief pay last Satur 0ld you that I
hoped that this will be restored. I know atygovernment has only
go much money which has to go around Q&mes cuts have to be
made, But I do hope that both govg<$2:y and the K.S.A.C, will agree

that the one cut we should not mz& to the poorest and most

needy section of our community. I said on Saturday, for anybody
to live on 30/- a week i e enough in all conscience, To cut
this by a third woul ocial crime to my mind. So please

restore the cut.

And now to talk about something that is unspectacular
and undram but very important for the future of this country and
its peaople.,“\We all have our own ideas as to what we consider the
mosty, imBertant thing for Jamaica's future well-being and prospertty.
The industrialist would say developing Jamaica's industry is the
most important; the agriculturist would say developing Jamaica's
agriculture is the most important; the people mining bauxite would
say that is the most important; those interested mainly in politics
would say developing our political institutions s the most
important. And they are all right. It is only a matter of emphasis,
a matter of how you look at things,

But there is one factor without which industry, agriculture,

politics, mining, labour and even the future and prosperity of the



country are all meaningless. That factor is the people of the country
The people of Jamaica, the people of any country, are its most
important asset, It is the people of a country that are its greatest
wealth, They work in industry, in agriculture, in mining; they
determine the politics of the country. This is somet we all know;

but we all tend to take it for granted and so I ologise for
0 a

reminding us of it. A country with a forward nd progressive

people goes forward and progresses, And | thing that makes a
people as progressive and forward look ‘;E’Hbes a good and sound
educational system, Today's childr <i:§.!bmorrowés citizens and
the education of today's childre or me, the most important
single factor for Jamaica's fubure well-being and prosperity.

It is for this reason Mr. Glasspole's announcement that he
will introduce a new n Bill in October, is so very important.
If this new Bill b aw, as I expect it will, seeing that every
child goes to sc@ d gets a proper schooling, will be the duty
of every pargnt. arents who do not see that their children go to
school @r will find themselves in trouble with the law, There
will baa nd to the business of keeping children away from schoool
to lo fter bables or help in the field or go to market, I think
this 1s a very good thing. I think parents who keep their children
from school do not realise how greatly these children will suffer in
later years, And 1 think this new law should take us a big step
nearer the day when there 1s free compulsory education for every chilj
and an even bigger step nearer to the day when we will have a
generation of Jamalcans everyone of whom can read and write and is

educated to make the greatest possible contribution to the future
progress and well-being of this island. Goodnight.
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Good evening: On Tuesday morning of this week I telephoned
the Extra Mural Department of the University College_ of the West
Indies to try and get hold of Rex Nettleford, I%d copy of

S

the report on the Rag Tafari Movement which ha\«q\\b been published

by the University. Both the press and radi f the report were
too brief for my liking and I wanted to e whole thing. And

I knew that Rex had been responsibl eing that the report

got printed and distributed. R cretary told me that he was
not there and that he was ge i:;\beady to leave for Ghana on
Wednesday morning. I leff.a ve urgent message for him, and less
than an hour later Rex t®%leford showed up at my office with a

copy of the report Mike Smith and Roy Augier had prepared,.
And since Rex w ng for Ghana the next morning I arranged to
record an inte with him straight away. You will hear this
interview unday afternoon at five past one, When you listen to
this @ew I should like you to remember that it was recording
be@ had read the report.

Now I have read the report. I think it is so important that I
am going to forget all the other news for the rest of this week and
concentrate all my attention on this report., 1Indeed, I think this
report is so important for Jamalca and for Jamaicans that I would
urge everyone of you most strongly to get hold of a copy and to read
it again and again and again, It seems to me, after reading this
report, that unless all of us underﬂggnd what this.report is trying

to tell ue and unless we do something about it, there is going to

very serlious and very violent trouble ahead of us here in Jamaica,



It seems to me that if we go on treating the Ras Tafari Movement as

we have treated it in the past we are storing up a whole heap of troubl:

for ourselves in the future. Mike Smith,Roy Augier and Rex Nettlefad

think exactly the same and say so very clearly. So please, each one

of you get hold of a copy and read it very carefully ou can get

copies at any book store, Remember the title of t pgrt: it is:

"The Ras Tafari Movement in Kingston, Jamaica", costs only

a six pence, It runs to near sixty pages an@xk it is the best

and most important thing you can buy for ence in Jamaica today.
And now let me try to give you summary of the report.

It begins by sketching out a his the Rasta Movement., The most

important prophet of the 'Bac tfﬁhfrica' movement was Marcus Garvey,

Garvey taught the Negro to ek:>362, industrious and self-regpecting:

he taught a black race p h counter white race pride, He is said

to have prophesied en a black king is crown in Africa the day

of deliverance w Qnear. He is also said to have told the black

people that the uld be redeemed and returned to Africa in the

s said to have made these gkr prophesies in the 1920s,.

vey's prophesy abdut a black king came true. Ras Tafari,

iopian nobleman, was crowned as the Emperor Halle Sellacssie,

He was crowned 'King of kinge, Lord of Lords, the conquering Lion

of the Tribe of Judah'. This marked the beginning of the Ras Tafari
A movement sprang up which looked

cult, ZIexkRExkrrEhErmxEfiiREXME@YEXNEREK on the Ethiopian Emperor as

the living God. Those who believed in this found Jjustification for

thelr belief in the books of the 01ld Testament, Ras Tafari was God ard

Marcus Garvey a major prophet,.... Tmorrow I will tell you a little

of how the movement developed. So till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: Last night I told you how the idea of Ras Tafari
as the living God came into being. The man who spre‘gi:?is idea of
Ras Tafari as God, the earliest and most importa eaCher of this
idea in Jamaica, was Mr. Leonard P, Howell w 1?\@ between Kingston
and Port Morant preaching the Godhood of %i, the Ethiopian
Emperor. Later others like Joseph lla lis:{.;ubbert and Archibald
Dankley followed him. They went a eaching their gospel m in
much the same way as the Bible te® the early prophets and
dé‘sciples did. It was a movemwth a strong spiritual and religiars
base, Up to this point e%s hardly any hint of violence in the
movement., The Rastas s Emperor as God and saw Ethiopia as
the Promised Land, had strong racial attitudes, They believed
that Jamaica w d by white people for the benefit of white
people and t those black people who took part in the affairs of
the count re traitors to the black race,

ﬁi a of violence, the idea of a racial war, first came into
the mo ent in 1935 after Italy had invade Ethiopia, It was then
that the idea of overthrowing white domination by a racial war began,
Howell's slogan at that time was "Death to black and white oppressors."
It was also from this point on that the bitter conflict between the
Rasta and the police started. Both these evils: the idea of violence
and theconflict with the police have grown over the years until we
have, today, a most unhappy situation on both counts.

But the report 1s very careful to kill the false belief held by

so many people that all Rastas believe in violence, It shows clearly



that only a very small minority believe in violence., The vast majority
of Ras Tafarians are men and women of peace, It also disproves the
false notion that all Rastas are thieves and vagabonds. The majority
of them, the report shows, are as honest and law-abiding as you and
I. What the report does warn us about very sharply is the attitude

of the police and the gameral public to the Ras Ta . Whether

we like it or not, the way our police behave to s ghe Rastas, and

1hat Codd be / P

the way many of us behave, does amount to~; ecution', And so the

Rastas have this sense of being persecute being outcasts in

and persecuted by the people w our laws, very many of these

our soclety, of being neglected and u@ people within our
community. And since theyAm u % and discriminated against,
Rastas have rejected Jamaica an l that Jamaica represents to them,
They feel our government§isyhotl their government and so they are

against 1t; they fee e litical parties are not their political

parties and so t g against them; they feel our police are their

enemies and so“ti are against them; the development and progress

we have ac ’g‘§§ ave given them nothing and so they reject that too;
our eduga 1 and religious leaders have no respect for their
dee 14 beliefs and so many of them will have nothing to do with

our schoole and our churches, Everywhere around them they find active
or passive hostility. In thelr own minds they are persecuted and
rejected and denlied, And so they reject us and our laws and our
government and all our institutions, They are in Jamaica without

being a part of Jamaica. And this, the report shows, is a very
dangerous situation, It is the kind of situation out of which bloodshsl
and revolutions come. The report recommends ways in which we can try
to remedy this situation, I will discuss these recommendations

tomorrow, So till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: I think we can now answer the very important

guestion: "What makes a Rasta a Rasta?" I think the‘ii:se two key
things that makes a Rasta a Rasta, The first i% cial thing.

The Rasta is a black mah in a world where all \ ues and jJjudgemert s
that are reppected are of European origin, I% world God is white,
Status, dignity, position and respect SEggﬁiated with whiteness,

He needs to have something all his <32§E.5f his own colour, Africa

is the birthplace of the black fo %the earth, so Africa becomes
both a physical and a spiritua&\gsye. He needs a God who will be

derk~skinned
the same colour as himself, asf Tafari, thefEthdopian Emperor,

who rulee a land which% ked of in the Bible, becomes his @od.

This gives him selfe t and a status and dignity which glorifies
the darkness of h Kin

The secend ing is the social and economic thing, He is an
outcast 1 qe\Eociety. We have made it all too plain to him that we
have\;i:s ect for him and his beliefs, More often than not we have
not ¢ how he lived or what happened to his children, He and those
like him have known years of not having a job and living in the
filthiest physical conditions, And so he has rejected this society
which has rejected him., These are, I think, the key factors which
go into the making of a Rasta,

The report warns us that i1f these things continue unchanged

there will be trouble ahead for ue, Sooner or later misery and

discontent leads to violence and revolution unless something is done

about it, The report recommends that government helps the Rastas who



want to to go Africa. Government has accepted this recommendation,

It recommends that we, the general public of Jamaica, recognise that
the great majority of Rastas are peaceful citizens who are will to do
an honest day's worki it recommends that the police finish their

secﬂrity work quickly and stop persecuting peaceful R 5;,3. It

recommends the building of low-cost houses on a -.ter scale;
it urges government to buy up the lands on wh now squat
and put in light and water, It urges the s of soclial centres,

youth clubs and children's clinics. It t8the Rastas to be helped

to establish co-operative workshop. it urges that) tlre—press—end

r&dto—gtvegxﬁe leading members of vement e opportunity to

inform the general public about e)r movement and their vigfv‘gj‘I{c%
also wants the Ethiopian Co hfﬁph to be invited to set up a
branch in West Kingzston%

So there you he @ :"a posltive programme of things to do to
try and solve t eat social problem which faces us today. I
think it is e llent programme and I think both the University,
Dr. Arthu 1 , and the three scholars who did this very important
job 1% short time, deserve our thanks for the great
contri on they have made to this very urgent problem.

A great deal of prejudice has been generated against the Rasta
movement, But prejudice does not solve problems: only good sense and
clear thinking and this report gives us that., Please, each one of
you - and that includes the Rastas too - please get hold of this
report and read it carefully, It costs only a suxnence and you can
get it at any bookshop,., It is important that we act on its advice if

we do not want violence and bloodshed in tomorrow's Jamaica, Goodnight,
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Good evening: The number one news item on the international
gcene is still the BEXxiam Congo. What is happening %he Congo
has pushed even what is happening in Cuba off the@

stage: so I think it is time to have another

of the world
he Congo. But
this evening I want to deal with a few 1tems domestic politics

and leave the Congo for tomorrow,

The first important domestic i s the announcement last
e
t/controlling interest in

Thursday that Booker Brothers havé\ﬁ\
the Inswood Estate, I think thV a very important and very welcome
piece of news for us here ivnica. Many of you may know that
Bookers are sugar prod hipowners, engineers, manufacturers,

rum distillers and nts and traders with world-wide interests,
They do businesg 1 eat Britain, in Canada and in the West Indies -

mainly in Bri‘i;? uilana, They have recently set up a printery in

Trinidad his Inswood Estate deal suggests that they are thinking
of eg:ii:i ® their investments throughout the West Indies., They alraRdy
had a 1 holding here in Tia Maria,

I welcome the coming of Bookers to Jamaica because I think they
are one of the most progressive businesses in the world today. Their
outlook is modern and they believe in opening up all opportunities
for the gifted native workers of the countries in which they operate.

Bookers Chairman,
In the annual report to Booker shareholders, Sir Jock Campbell,]talked

about the underdeveloped countries of Africa and Asia and the Caribbamn
and said: "It is western capitalism which must, if it is to survive,

adapt itself to, and become part of, the historical processes of these



nations......The more successful investments there are, the more
the economy will develop, the more significant the part they will
play in the economy, and the more they will be accepted as a
necessary and desirable factor in the economy - provided, of course,
that they are not identified, as in the past, with political
domination or illusions of racial superiority". Th @mw Sir

Jock Campbell expressed the policy of Bookers ar\ tyis why I

welcome Bookers to Jamaica, Q‘
My second important home news item wa ied on the front

page of yesterdayv's Sunday Gleaner: i @ t British Honduras

would welcome immigrants from the »@ dian islands of the Federatim.

Now British Honduras 1s a vast lar\ch is more than twice the ]
size of Jamaica, and yet it has ny population of a little more

than 80,000 people. The %om there; room for another million
or more people, Land tlement can be got very cheap and anybody
who has the right n@ ing spirit which the early Jamalcans had,

can make a bea uture for himself in that country. But I waen

s

you, it wil ‘hg:n ard work and no bright lights until you have
helped e op the country. Of course, you will have to satify
the ndiras authorities that you are of good character and that you
have enough money to start yourself off, But there it is, a challenge
to any Jamaican who wants a chance to make a new start.

Finally, I see that Lydford farms have made a further increase
in the price at which they sell beef to butchers, The butchers will
want to pass the increase on to you. It 1s up to you to dig in your
heels and refuse to carry the price increase, If you do prices are

bound to come down., Goodnight.
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Good evening: You will remember that I first spoke to you
about the Congo on June 20th; that was ten days befo he Congo

became an independent state., You will remember I ed then

that three men would dominate Congolese mfaws\ men were

34-year-o0ld Patrice Lumumba, a bit of a hot nationalist who
had served a prison tern for theft; then s 43=-year-old
Jospeh Kasavubu, a solid conservative hom the Belgian then

hoped would be the first Prime M “g of the independent Congo;
and finally there was Moise Tsﬁgg;s' 4l1-yeareold son of a very
1

wealthy family, father of hi en and leader of what is almost
certainly the richest f land in all Africa. These three, I

told you, were the

would dominate Congolese affairs. You
will remember I t t on to tell you that already 57 people

had been murder election riots. I told you I expected things

to get wors I tolfl you why I expected things to get worse,

The Co old you, had been under Belgian rule from 1885 until
njall those years the Belfians had ruled with an iron hand,
They had not allowed the Negroes of the Congo to form political
parties, There had been no elections of any kind and nobody in the
Congo, not even the white settlers from Belgium, had ever cast a
vote to settle any Congolese matter. Belgian rule had been
absolute and dictatorial., And the Belgilans had dealt firmly and
ruthlessly with any 'agitators', If any Congolese were heard to

express angt political view or any question concerning Belgian

imperlalism he just disappeared and nobody heard of him again,



So, the Congolese had no experience of political organisation, They
knew nothing about running affairs at a local government level,

let alone at central government level, The Belgians had not allowed
any Congolese to hold any position of authority in the civil service,
so they knew next to nothing about the administration of public
affairs, But the wind of change of which Mr. Harold I illan spoke
was blowing through the African continent and mu S e Belglans

disliked it, it hit the Congo and 1ndepender® to a people
4 i

who had no training for it. It was becaus 8 background

history that I told you that things wQ?worse. There was no
other way for things to go. You ca pect to tie a child down
to a bed in a dark room from the& its birth until it reaches

21 without expecting trouble wh ou let,it loose., The light of

day will tend to blind swych 1ld: it will not know how to use
its limbs. At 21 such d-adult will have to learn to walk and
to see,

If you he situation from this point of view then you
will see t the”Congo situation could have been very much worse
than it 1 ay. The Congolese are learning the hard way, and I

sti s a whole heap of trouble ahead., Indeed, this promise of
trouble ahead seems to have developed into three sharp and clearly
defined problems over the past week or so, First, there is the
trouble with the eecessionist province of Katanga; second, there is
the political power crisis facing Patrice ILumumba the Prime Minister;
and third there is the United Natione-Belglan-Pan African aspect of
the crisis. All three of these crises are inter-related and yet all
of one piece, Tomorrow evening I will try to make a little sense

out of them for you; so till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: When the Congo became independent on June 30th
of this year it was organised on Federal lines, Each of the f£ktx=
provinces had it own government with powers to pa:§<;%§> on =XX

specific matters; but powers to deal with all ne\s rg affecting the

whole country remained with the central go
political bargaining Mr. Lumumba became ﬁiE’e,ﬁinister of the

central government and Mr. Kasavubu Qﬁl’resident. By thie time
e

the mess in the Congo had alread d. There was a breakdown

in the army and in the civil q&:33>§ rations, The Belgians were
leaving the country in wi pan

After much

and soldlers were roaming the
streets as lawless band Mf. Tshombe, the Prime Minister of
Katanga looked at d decided he wanted no part of it, and
started his sece g:::)t movement. The Belglans supported Tshombe
with an army o 00 men., Lumumba called in the United Nations

and wanted %United Nations to send troops into xk=® Katanga to
force m to submit to the central government. Tshombe warned
tha@:ould fight if the Unite” Nations sent in troops, This left
the United Nations out on a limb, If they went in it might lead to
bloodshed; if they didn't go in they would loee face, In the end

the Unite” Nations call off thelr proposed entry into Katanga.
Immeditaely this happened, Lumumba aacused the United Nations of
playing Belgium's game, Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana said he was prepared
to send troops to the Congo and that Ghana and the Congo would be
prepared to fight alone against the Belgians and anybody else, At
thls point Russlia stepped in and accused the Belgians of trying to

reimpose thelr imperlalism on the Congo., Then, while Prime Minister



2

Lumumba was visiting the United Sates and parts of Africa last week,
President Kasavubu's dominant Abako party passed a vote of no=-
confidence in Lumumbaés government. They saild Lumumba was unable

to ensure the.security of the country. They sent a telegram to the
Becurity Council of the United Nations saying that the only way to
solve the Congo crisgs was to set up a series of ent Congo
states each of which would be completely self- g in all
matters but having links with each other., I words, President

Kasavubu now wants to see the powers of t ntral government either

drastically reduced or completély abo . On top of this the

Youth Movement of Kasavubu's par <!%9 also asked the United Nations
to withdraw Ghana's troops fr thesCongo as they were interfering
in the internal affairs of :‘:Eﬁ;o.

So there you have ‘;Esbthe Congo situation adds up to just
about the biggest be found anywhere in the world today. But
to those who wan u@ndemn the Congolese I would say: remember
the background h led to this situation. It is a background
created \most ruthless imperialism of the 20th century, that
of th ians, And what of the future?

think if the government of Patrice Lumumba falls the Congo

might start back on the road to peace and order, Kasagubu sounds as
though he has more of an idea of how to goWern. At present the machine
of government has completely broken down. Only in TshombévKatanga are
things orderly and peaceful, To help solve the Congo problem is
going to demand all the skill and patience of the United Nations;
and it 1is going to be a long and hard job. I hope Khrushchev does

not mess it up too badly. Goodnight.
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Good evening: I should like to return to the question of the’y
cut of the poor relief money paid to the more than 8Z:Ei§upers.on
the Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation's poor r% glster,
You will remember that 1t was on Saturday Jul \ at I first
talked about this. I told you then that he%Relief Committee
of the K.S5.A.C. had decided on this cu e@fuse, they said, government
had cut thelr estimates by £3,000. will also remember I told
you that the maximum any person \% relief could get had been
30/- a week and that had now B@\glgut to £1 a week, You will

recall that I expressed th that cutting such a smell sum by

one-third seemed to me%k dfully heartless act. Surely, I said
then, cuts could ha should have been made elsewhere,
Well, I agpn eturning to the subject because of something

sald by the QEz: C ouncillor Frahk Spaulding, at the Corporation
th

Council's y meeting on Monday of this week, At that meeting
the 2;3:5 ved the suspension of the Standing Orders to make a
gstate on the Corporation's Bstimates for the year 1960-61,

Mr. Spaulding then went on to say that far from cutting the
money voted for the Corporation this year, Government had given it
40,000 pounds more than it had last year, For this year, Mr. Spauldirg
sald, the Council had asked government for &£91,T749 more than it

recelved last year. Government had not given the Council all the

additional money it asked for; but government had given it £40,000
more than it got last year. BSo the idea that government had actually

cut the K.5.A.C.s money is not correct.



Having dealt with that, Mr. Spaulding then went on to explain
the position of the money for poor relief or, as they call it (and
I hate the word) for paupers. Last year, Mr; Spaulding said, the
Council planned to spend £72,000 on poor relief., But at the end of
the year they found that they had over-spent this amount by £6,000,
In other words, they budgeted for &£72,000 but ende S:;§>ending
£78,000, So, this year, they budgeted for &£78, ey asked for
&£6,000 more than they asked for last year, @er‘nment only gave
them £3,000 more. The important point to r r is that
government has given them £3,000 more ear than they got last
year, This year they will get 75, ds for poor relief instead

g"ear. But last year they spent

of the 72,000 pounds they got i&i:"
£6,000 more than they got. d la®t year government stepped in and

helped them out with this

000 they had overspent, Now, if they
sFend the same amou oney on poor relief which they spend last
year then they wi ut by £3,000, There you have the arithmetic

of this whole D ss, And I suppose it is to cover this £3,000

that they w \be short that they have decided to cut the maximum

poor r paid by one-third,

t Whatever the arithmetic, I still think this thing is wrong
and should not happen., Let us face it: we have just raised the pay
of the police and wages are going up all around us., But the weakest
and poorest are having their meagre income cut, I frankly don't
like it, We are supposed to be a civilised community, not a jungle
in which the weak are thrown to the wolves and only the strong are

cared for, My conscience revolts against the cut in poor relief, I

Hope yours does too,....Goodnight.
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Good evening: People who live in Kingston or in one of the

other big cities of our island, and people who go n cars

2@ tend not to think of the fact that ke a ver ap ma jority of
Jamaicans do not live in big citles and do ,\\sbout in cars,
The vast majority of the citizens of Jamafi e in the country
areas; and the vast majority of Jamail tizens do not own cars,
Be sometimes tend to forget these ¥y important facts. And so
we are not always as aware as ye :ﬁ\y d be of Just how important
rural transport is to the oﬁ?%y’;f our people, Now, suddenly, the
importance of rural tran has been brought home to ue in a most

disturbing manner,

Today 1is the 5::;) which the Magnet Bus Company, one of our
most important transport organisations, 1is paying off all 1its
workers, Th mpany gave two weeks' notice to ite staff of drivers

and ot taff on July 30th., The notice period ends today and a
&‘ 09;

nunb drivers, mechanics, office and maintahence staff will be
unemployed. And one of our most important rural transport systems
looks like coming to an end.

The story hehind this is one of the simplest and at the same
time one of the most complicated probleme in labour relations. It
is something which I think we ought watch carefully because I think
it is something we are going to have to face again in the future,

But let me tell you the outlines of the story.

The workers at the Magnet Bus Company are represented by the

" Bustamante Industrial Trade Union. A little time back there was a



dispute between the union and the company over wages and conditions
of work. The two parties could not settle the dispute by themselves
and so it wée taken to an arbitration tribunal headed by Dr. Rawle
Farley of the University College. The tribunal went into the whole
matter and then came out with an award in favour of the workers,
The award established the principle of an eight-h ‘;E§>king day.
It said that any time worked over the eight ho be paid for
as overtime, It said that the workers shou1< ?‘\E ouble-time pay on
Sundays and on public holidays. There ar other.conditions
such as lodging and subsistence allo‘{ii:gk Now all of these seem
to me extremely reasonable condit@ r workers are entitled to
decent wages and decent condi@\o

The trouble is Mr. Broml Johnson of the Magnet Bus Company

work.

says he Jjust cannot affdgd o carry on if he is to fulfil these

conditions, The ru s operators are still charging the same

fares as were ch

xe n 1137. In these conditions there is nothing
else for him ¢ ut give notice to his workers and sell out his
buses. The ‘h‘sn has protested bitterly about this, But let us face
it: J s Wwe cannot, in a free socliety, force a worker to carry
on th certain job if he does not want it, so we cannot force an
employer to carry on with a business which he find&unprofitable,
Mr, Johnson has every right in the world to close down if he wants
to. Our problem is this: I think the workers' claims are just but
Mr, Johnson cannot meet these claims so he's closing down. The other
rural bus operators have said they too might have to close down

if the same claim is made on them, So where do we go from here?

I will try to look a little deeper into the matter tomorrow; so

till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: From what I told you about the dispute
between the Magnet Bus Compeny end the B.I.T.U. as well as
eabout the awerd handed down by the Tribunal, you widl see
that we are faced with a very real problem as f ur
rural transport is concerned., As I told you l€@sj# night,
I think that the awerd made by the Tribuna y reasonable,
On the other hand, no reasonable person c rel with
Mr, Bromley Johnson's view that since h ot afford the new
costs he is going out of business, inessmen are not in
business to lose honey any more : orkers work for no pay.
This then is what you might ca llema.

Now as I see it/’there Q‘Q’} ee aspects to this problem,
First and monst important js thé&aspect of transport for our
people in the country aread. ¥ Mrxix¥zknsmsr Magnet is the second

largest transp rator in Jamaica, It opereates

27 routes through‘E;:E Island, These will cgome to an end.

What is going t nk to the people£%§%§£¥gé transport

along these s? and if the other rural tramsport companies
do what Mgdget doing whd go out of business, how are our
citizen i to travel? To me this is the most important

of t e€ aspects, I think it is no use blaming Mr. Johnson

company for not wanting to operate at a loss, And I
certe y think that with the general rise in maé‘we would

be unreasonable not to expect the workers to want the increases,
But when thet has been said we are still faced with a very
serious problem that the majority of Jamaicans, would not own
cars and would not live in cities are going to suffer,

The second aspect of this problem is that of labour relations
eand the workers attitude to the employer. It seems to me that
this is a problem which we will have to face@ increasingly in
the future. The relationship between the worker and his employer
should be something like a partnership for prosperity. In a

partnership both sides share the responsibility for seeing

&
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that a businews flourishes, This is as much in the interest
of the worker as it is of the employer. The bigger the profits
the employer makes the bigger the share of those profits the
worker can demand. If on the other hand the employer makes

no profit or makes such a small profit that he cannot meet

all his expenses and still have a little left over, then any
demand from the worker which his expenses greater his

income is bound to lead to his giving up his busineSs And this
'ﬂfgse,
J

of course, benefits neigher nor employer nor ong run

the country., In the case of the Magnet Bu both the
employer, the worker, and the public at la e going to suffer
because this xmry aspect of the problem not to have

been teken into consideration., Wha really saying is

that our workers have as great s ‘ est in the success of the

business for which they work a «1’ he employers. This is
something we do not always rge;iéa I think for the future

well-being of the country it i portant that we do realise it,
I think our workers must the fact sooner or later thetr

wages must be relate quality and quantity of their work.
Wages must sooher er be tied to productivity, Just as it
would be wrong employer to make big Bﬁ&i&iﬁxhggﬁ pay low
wages so it w wrong for any worker to demand kxghex wages

end give & @oor d low output in labour. I think this aspect
of labo X
soon } eare not to have a serious problem in the future.,

tions, is one which our unions will have to face

The third aspect which this Magnet Bus situation high-lights
is the straightforward problem of rural transport in Jamaica,
I am not i@Esatisfied that Government has given this problem
the serious consideration it deserves, If this is an essential
service then it should be treated as an essential service,
Government should give ktself powers to regulate such a service,
If the service is going to be handled by private concern then
it is Government's business to work out fair® rates which will
ensure the operators a decent profit and the workers a2 decent
wage instead of only stepping in when there ks a labou® dispute.
I hope the whold rusal transport problem will now be properly

looked at,
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Good evening: You heard over your radios and read in your
papers this morning that the independent republic of prus came
into being this morning. Many of us in Jamaica h ecial
reason for belng interested in Cyprus because X%rom here that
the man who fimaXXxy contributed so largely {<:33;,1ng the Cyprus

problem went.

‘G’

When Sir Hugh Foot, one of the n

Gor

popular Governors Jamaica

has ever known, left us to becone or of Cyprue, that little
island was in the grip of a terrib violence, and terrorist

murders happened almost d yqsayfgs streets, Many people here feared
for the life of Sir Hugh his family, and the whole position
looked utterly hope Few people could see any end, any way

out of the dread sls, The relations between Britain and

Cyprus were ho 8. The attitudes of the Greek and Turkish
Government ’5\3 nothing to ease the situation., Things looked evenk
uglie an does the present Congo situation., Lawrence Durell,

¥

tha®\very fine Fnglish writer and poet, wrote a heart-breaking

book on Cyprus called Bitter Lemons, in which all the tfagic hoprors
came alive, Brother fought against brother; old friends became
enemies for reasons they did not quite undertsand; and a terrorist
army came down from the mountains from time to time to destroy

and burn and kill, Young English soldiers were murdered without
quite knowing why because they did not see themselves as conquerors
but rather as friends of the people, there to keep the peace.

Archbishop Makarios, leader of the Greek Cypriots was exiled,
But that did not stop the ¥lolence; he was brought back again#



but still that did not help much. And then Sir Hugh Foot was sent
to Cyprus.

Gradually he brought calm to the island; and over a perlod of
time he persuaded Greek and Turkish Cypriots to come to the conference
table to talk out their problems instead of trying to settle them
with guns. And I am sure Sir Hugh also persuaded the tish Governmet
to revise its outlook on many matters, And so toddy <§E:ts is
independent and violence seems to have come t \

Cyprus is about a thousand square miles aller than Jamaica,

By our standards it is very thinly popudated: it has a little over

Turkish origin. Back in the 1800 s was & colonly of Turkey.

half million people, 80% of these % Greek origin and 20% of

The Greek Cypriots hawe always‘\esgrded themselves as part of Greece
and much of the violence o nt years was because they wanted
Cyprus to become a par eece, The Turkish Cypriots on the other
haidd, feared this an e no part of 1t., Britdain first took over
the running of from the Turks in 1878 and annexed her at the
outbreak of {‘:; st world war, She became a 6rown Colony of Britain

in 1625 a e’ disturbances began soon after. In 1955 these disturbamce
grew@ that an emergency was declared. And now, on August 15th,
1960, nks largely to the skill and the patience and the courage
of Sir Hugh Foot, Cyprus is an independent republic among the free
nations of the world, May her future be more peaceful and more

prosperous than her troubled past was, Goodnight.
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Good evening: Last night I told you about Cyprus and the long
and blood=-stained road it had io travel before it be%an. independdnt

republic yesterday. I also told you of the part »

in the coming of peace ;aggfreedom to Cyprus, ?3\%‘ dppendence in

Foot played

Cyprus means Foot's job is over now, So what for him? Where will

L.
he go next? What will he do next? I thi %18 important because
trouble-shooter' for her

might describe as 'Britain's numbg\ar
colonial problems, A 'tfouble- ooter' = is a man sent out especially

to deal with all the most icult, tricky and hopeless-looking

we can now fairly look on Sir Hugh Fz someone the Americans

situations, So where S Foot is sent next could well mean that

the British Governm@ nks that place might be in for trouble,
Well, it has decided that Sir Hugh next Jjob will be that

of Governor pof zr# Nyasaland; so a falr conclusion to draw

would be \

some@( problems ahead of it, and that .the Colonial Office hopes

that rgtHugh Foot willl deal as successfully with them as he has

axxtar® the Colonial Office thinks Nyasaland has

dealt with the problems of Cyprus,

S0 let us ask ourselves what and where 1s Nysa3dmd? And whatl are
these problems which have led the Colonial Office Lo appoint Sir
Hugh Foot as Governor?

Nysa®dnd is the smallest country in British East Africa., It has
37,000-0dd square miles but more than half of that is made up of
Lake Nyasa. The country is like a }ong stringbean with the lake

running through its middle, It is a beatttiful country, meuntainous



-

Jlike our own Jamalca and with lush and fertile green valleys., It has
a population of about 2 and three=-quarter millions. Of these about
5,000 are white and the rest are black. For every one white person
in the country you have about 600 black people but until two weeks
ago all the rules were made by the little white minority. It was the
little white minority who decided that Nyasaland sh become a
part of the Cent al African Federation in 1953, @ nial Office
pushed this through against the opposition o \ acks, The black
folk of Nyasaland wanted no ﬁart of the Cengigg-xfrican Federation
because the other two members of the Egder@tion - Northern and

Southern Rhodesia = practised racice d colour policies which were

no different from the racial pol of South Africa. But until two
weeks ago the interests of thé\g&};es were more important than those
of the blacks., The change tlook came about as the result of
mounting violence by % icans which led to the imprisonment of
Dr. Hastings Banda@ eader of Nyasaland nationalism. When Mr,
Macleod became_ Co 1 Secretary one of the first things he did was
to release " a ané start discussions on a new constitution. |
Just ove eek ago the new consitution was signed. Now the Africans
will h wenty out of the 33 seats in Legco., But the real power will
rema!;:jgth the Governor for the time being., And the Governor will

be Eir Hugh Foot., How he will deal with the fears of the whites of
the Rhodesias and Nyasaland who hate to give up their position as
masters, and how he will deal with Dr., Banda's demend for complete
independence, is something we will know over the next year oe two,

One thing is certain: Sir Hugh Foot's new job is as challenging as

any of the other tough Jobs he has handled in his brilliant career,
And this one is complicated by sharp racial fears and racial bitternes

between black and white in Africa, Goodnight,
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Good evening: On Manday I told you about the Independence of Cyprus

and last night I told you about Sir Hugh Foot's new in Nyasaland.
Tonight I want to ta about the 1rteenth anni f the xhx
independence of Indfaz::lk know ‘t.hat t%e’ are so ou who are
not interested in what goes on 1in the outsi and who would
perfer me to talk only about local issues, al issues are very
important; they affect our day-to-da . International issues,
on the other hand, seem far away e of our business, So I can

understand those of you who get, a 1Bttle tired of international
issues and who only want t e::\gg;ut local issues, But I think
those of us who think in C?way are wrong., I think international
issues are very muc important than we sometimes realise, How
and how much of r and bananas and citrus we sell to markets
abroad 1is often rmined by what happens in politics and economics
on the inge onal scene, The fact that we are selling a lot of
our su he Unite States_and that we may be selling a lot more,
is t@rect result of an international political situation which
had nothing to do with us, The prices and conditions under which

we will sell our sugar to Europe in a few years time will largely be
decided by the relatione between the sugar producing African states
and the European Common Market, So, although we may not see it clearly
at first glance, international issues can affect us very intimately,

I think it is important for us to try to underssand what is going on
in the great wide world outside our shores, But let us not think of
it only in economic terms, We are a part of the world, And if we want

it to be a peaceful and prosperous world, then we must all become
&

4 o R
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our brothers' keepers.,

And I think it is in this idea = the idea of beling our brothers'
keepers in international affairs - that India has been such a tower
of strength and such a bright example of international morality in
politics since she has been an independent state,

The voice of the government of India has been t‘;ijsice of
reason and tolerance in international affairs, alkl

e governments

of the world, the voice of the government of s the first

Before the Afro-Asian bloc became the now is in the United
Nations, the government of India, <::g;’through Krishna Menon
(who I am proud to call mg frien % then through Mrs. PQndit,
spoke for all the colonial peda\gsy and spoke against all forms of
discrimination, And not oniii’ﬂd India speak: she acted as well,
Hundreds of Africans X

to speak out clearly and sharply and reas against colonialism,
§E t

higher schooling at Indian universitje
on free scholarship ere in Jamaica have every reason to be
proud of the fact it was our government which launched the
boycott movement ainst the racial tyranny of South Africa, That
movement e‘\\vPechoing round the world, But we must never forget
that Q the government of India that led the way and prepared the
groun her years of campaigning against that ugly tyranny.
Throughout her period of independence the government of India
has worked for peace and understanding among nations and peoples,
Her leaders have brought a spirit of true humanity into the business
of government; and her presence has made the cold war less cold,
I think India's Nehru 1s the sanest, wisest and most human political
leader alive today. And I think it would do all of us, our politicians
included, a great deal of good to know a little more of India and

what makes her such a moral force in the world today. Goodnight,
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Good evening: Yesterday was the 73rd anniversary of the birth
of Marcus Garvey. And the day before, Tuesday, was _ the day on which
the government of the Emadmrxiim West Indles Federatlom achileved
Cabinet Government and became fully responsible for the running of
the internal affairs of the Federation., And yesterday we also had
& special sitting of the House of Representatives and heard the
depressing news that tﬁZ}ai;hDepartmant had behaved in a manner
more suitable for a wesrskM®de speculator in land e RPET

by los g s cbfpiwotond 1§ Oha Bilot Gosserinnd

We in Jamaica have ne naticnal sporting stadium, In 1962 the
Central American and Caribbean Games will be held in Jamaica, We
wlll be the hostsofor an important international sperting evens,

To put cn the games without disgracing ourselves we need to build
a decent sports stadium, But when the games are over the stadium
would still be there and it would be for the benefit of all our
people. The ideal site for this stadium government felt was a piece
of land of some seventy;Egé’acréijizaﬁngs by the War Department.
Se government entered intc g;gotiations to buy the land, The War
Department ﬁ:s prepared to sell but its price was fantastic, It

k wanted ’aéb an acre, And the attitude seems to have been: You pay
our price or leavé{ we are not coming down. Mr, Manley told the
House at yesterda;\s special meeting Jjust hew serdid and depressing

the negotiations vere, I think the price W7A:§e geing tp pay fer

& this land 1s fantastic and I thinkdtho War Department has sunk-te
6.&1.«5\9
‘%3 an all-time—level—ef—low mercenary peansaindeduness in its dealing



with oeur government en this matter. This sort ef thing makes fer
bitterness against Britain.

Now let us get on to something a little more cheerful and less
depressing.

The coming of Cabinet government to the Federatien on Tuesday
of this week is a further step towards peolitical independence by
the peoples of the ten islands :2:02t present make up the Federation.
It means the end of the Council ef State which was the“ main bedy
making policles fer the Federal Gevernment. Lord Halles, the Governor-
General, used to preside at the meetings of the Council eof State,

And as well as the Minlsters of Government, the Federal Secretary,
the Atterney-General and the Financial Secretary, alsc attended and
took part in deciding the pelicies of the Government, In other words,
& number of people who vwere not.elected by the voters of the West
Indies had a share in decliding.the affairs of the Federal Government,
All this has now come to-an end, Only eur elected representatives
will new decide the internal peliciles of the Federal Government, The
West Indies Prime Minister will preside over the Cabinet in place

of the @evernor-General, This 1s another lmpoertant step en the read
to independence.

And mow a brief word abeut Garvey, Were he alive now he would haes
been T3.yesterday. But even theugh this great Jamaican 1s net with
us, the great liberating forces he let loose are there for all to see,
The forward movement of the Negre peoples in Africa, in America and
in the islands of the Caribbean sea - these are the great menuments
to the great liberating work eof Marcus Garvey. He has been called
'"The Black Moses' because he freed our spirits and that led te the

freeing ef our bedles., Garvey belongs to all histery. Goodnight,
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Geod evening: I should like to reurn to the subject of rural
transport, But before I do se let me give you a little background
teo show you why I think this rural transpert business is so important
to all of us, You will remember that it was exactly @ week ago,
en Friday ef last week in fact, that I discussed with you the problem
presented te us by the closing down eof the Magnet Bus Cempany. I
teld yeu then that the vast majority eof our people lived in the
country areas, net in the cities of eour island, I alse teld yeu
that the people of the cities often_ forget the fact thet the
overvhelming majerity ef the people in the country did net ewn cars.
I said that these were things we did net eften think abeut, ;

These of us whe live

¥z in the cities and on the plains have & large number of amenities
which are denied te eur brothers and sisters in the country parts,

We have electriclty: in very many cases they de net., We have running
water right inside our homes: often eur ceuntry cousin has te carry
vater from.a standpipe which may be mere than a mile away from his
hene,

Noew the social implications of these twe very simple facts can
be very farereaching, Let us Jjust think ef them, In the heuse where
there 1s electricity, there is light. Our children er we eurselves
can read in the evenings without straining eur eyes; and se¢ we
breaden eur minds. Then there 1s tJ%°F£§IZ‘£:J§2e° us in touch with
what 18 happening everywhere in our country as well as in the outside

world, We are net cut off and iselated, Because eof having electricity

we are in touch with all the life of our ceuntry and all the idess



that are shaping its future, Electricity gives us that wenderful
knowledge of being in teuch with things. But where there is ne
electricity we are out ef teuch, The world is far away., Hardly any ef
the ideas shaping our country ever reach us, and we develep a sense
of being separated, of being out of teuch. This 1s part.ef the
reason why there 1s still this wide gulf between the peeple of the
plains and the peeple of the hills, It is fers thls reason that seme
people still talk abeut the 'two Jamaicas', And I am sure that it was
awareness of this that made government bring in the law that every
village with 500 people or mere sheuld have electricity. We want ene
Jamaica and we want all ef that Jamaica te be in teuch with things,
Simple things like electricity and running water in the house take
on & new meaning when we see them in this light., They help te bring
the plainsfelk and the‘hillfelk together as one clean and healthy
people, well informed and in teuch with things, Jjeintly shaping a
better future.

I think‘rural transport i1s quite as impertant as semething te
bring our peeple teogether and help create one unified society. It
is impertant fer eur seciety that the ceuntryman sheuld be able te
visit the city easily and enjey what it has te effer and then ge
heme easily with the knewledge that contact is easy and that he eor
she 18 net cut eff frem the rest of the country and the werld, Fer
these reasons I think it is impertant fer eur autherities net te let
the rural transpert system ge en being as messy as it new is, I
sheuld like te see a fair and reasonable frhachise given te one
respensible cempany, which, while making reasonable profits, will
serve the best interests of all Jamaicans, For the majority of our

people goed rural tranppert is quite as impertant as electricity
and running water in the heuse, Geodnight,



Ne 150 Rastas & Ghana Dipkemat
New £5 Netes

NEWS COMMENTARY

Fer transmissien en

Saturday August 20 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Geed evening: Mest ef yeu whe were interested in deing se xkex
have, I am sure, by new read the repert en the Ras Tafrian Mevenment
prepared by three university schelars and published at the beginning
of this mehbh, This repert has, I am very glad .te say, had a very
wide sale; and I think a large number ef people now_know a great
deal mere abeut the Rasta movement than they dld befere the repert
came out, I hepe the Rastas themselves have read this repert and
I hepe they have theught abeut it. I have already commented en that
repert at great length in three breadcasts so I de net propese te
do so again, Instead I want.to coemment en a few aspects %f the
attitudes of some Rastas as they have struck me, I think that what
I have sald about the Rasta movement before is enough preef that
I de not start out with any prejudices against the brethern, On
the other hand I think the brethern must be teld when they are
behaving badly, and irrespensibly.

I wag very disappointed and very angry teoe when the official
Rasta, delegatien which was suppesed te see the Premier did net turn
up fer their appointment with him en Wednesday. Te me this smacked
of an off-handed and almest contemptueus attitude to the first
citizen of this island., I did net like 1t ene little bit, It was
rude and i1t was bad-mannered and Mr, Samuel Brewn's statement te

the press did net make things any better, To say that their plans

suffered a setback, perhaps through =mx a misunderssanding between

themselves and Mr, Manley or perhaps fer other reasens, is in my



epinien teo say nething. If they ceuld net see Mr, Manley xk at the
appointed time they ceuld have got a message to him, Or i1f they
ceuld not get a message teo him Mr, Samuel Brown as their spekesman
could have apelogised in his statement te the press instead of
sounding off as though he were & little tin ged. I think the
brethern shewed very bad manners in this business of met keeping
their appointment with the Premlier; and as someeone from Africa I can
tell them one thing and it is this: the Africans regard good manners
a8 very impertant and this sert ef behavieur will net get them
very far if they get te Africa,
But it 1is net enly the peint ef g£o9d manners that has upset me,
As Premier Mr, Manley 1s the symbel.of the people of this country,
Te insult er be rude or te be disreppectful te the Premler of this
country is te insult er be rude or be disrespectful to all the peeple
of this country,
Seme of you mdy remember that some Rastas also shewed a similar
diplomat
vein of bad mannérs when a Ghana/told them some hard facts abeut
Africa on Thursday ef last week, This is net geed enough, I would
advise my Rasta friends te think carefully abeut this, If they want
te be respected then they must give respect tee, It would suit their
best interests,
One last werd: At the end of this menth all your old brewn £5
trongh o il A be able to chonge b ot o ok
notes will beceme ne geed., So if you have any hidden away take them

A
out and have them changed, Or, better still, put them into a savings
bank, Geednight,



No 151 Lumumba & Hammarskjold

NEWS COMMENTARY
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Monday August 22 at 6.15p.m
. Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I think we should take another look at the Congo;
but I think we should look at it from a completely different angle
this time, We know the Congo is in an awful mess, and «I“have tried
to explain the history behind this mess to you_lin.a mumber of previows
commentaries, I told you that a very great share of the blame for the
present Congo situation must be placed squarely on the Belgians who
in nearly one hundred years of their_colonialism did nothing to
help prepare the Congolese for independence. They milked the country
dry and gave its people no training for future responsibility. All
this I have told you.

Now the Congo situation has entered a new and very dangerous
phase, And this new phase has brought the whole African continent
smack into the centre of the cold war, But it has done more than
that, 1t has created a very acute crisis situation inside the United
Nations, and the danger of this cannot be over-estimated.

You, will remember that it was Mr, Lumumba himself who, as Prime
Minister of the Congo, invited the United Nations to send troops into
the Congo. Mr., Lumumba's government could not keep the peace in
the country so he asked the world organisation to help him to do so.
The United Nations is made up of practically all the inderendent
nations of the world, All the races of mankind are members of the
United Nations., The result is that United Nations forces are men of
all races and colours, working together as one team of awquals whose
duty it is to maintain peace and order wherever they are sent, It was

such a force that was sent to the Congo at Mr. Lumumba's request.



There were black and brown soldiers from the AfrO6-Asian group of
nations and there were white soldiers from the European and American
nations, And straightaway something became clear and that was that
Mr. Lumumba was trying to divide the United Nations forces along
racial and colour lines, First Mr, Lumumba wanted the United Nations
forces to be used according to his orders, He demanded that Mr,
Hammarskjold, the United Natlons Secretary-General, ordered the UN,
forces to go into Katanga and force that region te submit to Mr,
Lumumba, When Mr., Hammarskjold refused to _do this Mr. Lumumba
accused him of being a tool of the Belgians and of white imperialism,
Lumumba then threatened to call in the Russians if the U.N, would
not do his dirty work for him, Guinea, which can by now be described
as a Russian satellite, backed up Mr. Lumumba's stand, And for a
while it looked as though Ghana, was going to do so too. And then,
over the weekend, Mr. Lumumba demanded that all white United Nations
troops be withdrawn| and only coloured troops remain in the Congo.

So there you have 1t, The United Nations 1s facing a very tricky
situation because Lumumba is trying to divide it on racial lines.
It is a line that tempts some of the free African states, If this
racial line succeeds the United Nations organisation might be so
badly split that 1t_might collapse, And if that happened the uneasy
peace in the world might also collapse, And all this has been brought
about by a man who seems to me to not understand the implications of
what he is doing. I think Patrice Lumumba 1s the most irresponsible
African who has achieved leadership so far, Our best hope is that
his own people will take this power from him before he brings real
tragedy to them - and to us, Goodnight,



No 152 ! Perspective in the “ews

NEWS COMMENTARY
For tranamission on
Tuesday August 23 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I wonder how many of you remember the newspaper
headlines of the weekend that has just passed. I only- remember them
because I have the &p papers in front of me., On Saturday the Gleaner's
main headline was: "Powers Gets lO=Year Term", The next most important
one was: "Lumumba Demands all white U,.N. troops quit", And below that
we had: "Russians Orbit Animal Ship". There were a number of others
but these were the main ones for Saturday's Gleaner,

In Sunday's Gleaner there was '@ banner story reading: "Rastas
tell Manley £20 million was given for ex-slaves", But the main
headline for the day read: M™Soviet dogs back alive", And events in
the Congo again took a prominent place, As I told you, I can only
tell you about these headlines because I have the papers in front of
me., Unless we have the papers in front of us we find it very hard
to recall the weekend's headlines or even yesterday's headlines,

So much is happening all the time, there is so much news, so much
movement that things become blurred very quickly., We get a form of
mental, indigestion because too much 1is happening for us to take it
all in and hold on to it and make sense of it all,

For this reason 1t seems to me most important for us to try
and bring some sort of perspective to our reading of the news, I thirk
that if we have a basic framework of reference within which to set
the news we read it might make a lot more sense, Of course, having
this framework does not mean that we will remember yesterday's
headlines any the better, What I think it will do 1is help us to
understand the story behind the forgotten headlines and that in turn



will help us to get a better underssanding of the world in which we
live.
I have worked out a simple framework for myself in order to see
the news in perspective, The first thing in my framework, and
posseibly the most important, has to do with what makes news, When-
ever I read of all the terrible things happening all ‘over the world;
when I read of violence and murder and revolution &nd war, I always
remember that it is bad news which makes good newspaper stories, The
bad news, the shocking and the disturbing news always reach the
newspaper headlines, The good news - news.of happiness, of pleasure,
of people creating things instead of/destroying them - that kind of
news hardly ever makes the headlines, Any time there 1s an incident
of racial discrimination or there are racial riots, the papers are
full of them, But when there are no racial riots, when there are

no incidents of discrimination we do not have headlines saying how
well people of different racial origins get on together. If we
remember this if glves us a perspective which makes our world not
quite as ugly ‘as the headlines sometimes lead us to bellieve, We will
then know that beautiful and creative things are happening in spite
of the news,

Then there 1s this question of what value to place on the news,
Here my Judgement is very simple, I ask myself what do we gain by
the Russians sending gogs into space? We gain knowledge of outer
space; scilentific knowledge 1is great advanced, all of which 1is good;
but wouldn't 1t have benefitted mankind more at present‘if both the
Americans and Russians had used all those vast sums of money to fight
hunger and disease and homelessness on this earth instead of shooting
it out into space?....l hope you see what I mean by having a perspective

on the news,....Goodnight,
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Newday on the KSAC
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Wednesday August 24 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I am glad to see that the conflict between Mr,
George Minott, the Superindendent of Public Cleansing,and the Kingstm
and St. Andrew Corporation Council looks like beingssettled at last,
I am sure all of you are as sick as I am of thls wordy battle which
has been going on for so long. I am sure 4t will be a relief to
all of us when the Muncipal Services Commission hands down its
findings on the whole business, As things are now neither Mr, Minott
nor the Council have done their duty by the citizens of keeping
Kingston's streets clean., And Mr., . Minott has blamed the Council and
the Councll has blamed Mr, Minott, And the poor long suffering
citizens who pay taxes have been the real victims of this scrap.

The whole street cleaning business has been a disgraceful blot on the
good name of Kingston,

Indeed; this whole business has brought the good name of Kingstm
intc such disrepute that the August issue of Newday Newsmagazine
has an editorial on Kingston under the heading:- "Kingston, a worsenirg
dump". This editorial invites the citizens of the Corporate Area
to take a good look at the Corporation Council and to ask themselves
a number of frank and honest questions about it, It points out that
the Corporation has a staff of some 5,00 workers and that it spends
roughly £2 million of the taxpayers' money every year. It goes on
to say that the men and women who have been elected to run the
Corporation for us are well-intentlioned people but that thelr good

intentions are limited by their abilities and by the political system



under which they were elected. And so the city 1s declining, There
is nothing, the magazine says, that the citizens of Kingston can be
proud of, What,it asks, is the alternative to living in a declingng
city?

It answers this question by suggesting that the citizens of
the Corporate Area use the weight of their opinion to have the
system changed, Instead of having the K,S5.AC, run by elected men,
the magazinexx wants a small group of speclally selected experss
to run the Corporation for us in much the(same,way as a private
business with a board of directors and a managing director, It says
let us by all means have & mayor but let him be no more than a x
civiy figurehead,

Now i understand and sympathise with Newday's impatience with
the present mess in the K.,S,A C, When things look bad we are all
tempted to go after drastic rememdles, But I disagree with Newday
all down the line, The Newday idea would strike death-blow at the
principle of demecratic local government. The road tc democracy has
been too long, and too hard and too costly for us to throw it out now,
In fact, I am convinced the Newday cure is worse than the Corporations
sickness, There is nothing wrong with the system in itself, What is
wrong is that the system has not been properly worked and part of
the fault lies with us, the voters, We have the powerm to demand
that our elected representatives work the system better, If they
don't we can throw them out with our votes. They are accountable to
us, Let public opinion insist on‘hﬁﬁiﬁs our getting a proper service
from our local authority., If we insist strongly enough we will get
it. But to throw out the democratic system itself would, I am sure

be a terrible and dangerous mistake. Goodnight,



No 154 What do we offer the intelligent
- Middle income tourist

NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
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Peter Abrehams speaking

Good evening: According to the last report I saw our tourist
industry 18 doing very well indeed. I have the impression that the
Jamaica Tourist Board 1s doing quite a good Job of attracting
overseas visitors to Jamaica, and that every year more tourists
come here to enjoy our sunshine, our good Nerthecoast beaches and the
good service they get at our hotels, Of course, they pay for these
things: and so a very great deal of money.= especlally North American
money = comes into the country every year., I think this is as much
as most of us know or care about the tourist industry,.

And of course, every now and then we have a Jamaican writing
to the press complaining about some incident of tourist bad behaviour
or about the way inwhieh some Jamalcan might try to fleece a
tourist. You may remember that not so long ago one North coast
gentleman wrote to complain of the semi-laked state in which some
tourist women paraded through the streets of Montego Bay. I think it
is fakr-to say that those of us who benefit directly from the tourist
trade tend to approve of it; then there are others among us who do
not approve of it. But I think the majority of us are frankly not
interested., The majority of us couldn't care less whether we see
tourists or not, so long as they don't interfere with our way of
living. I do not think that many of us try to see things from the
ﬁoint of view of the tourists., And yet, it seems to me that the
point of view of the tourists 1s something that should be important
to us, After all, we are taking their money, and we are selling

them the beauty of our landx and our services. And when they leave

our shores and get back to their homes you can be sure that they



talk about us and about the quality of service we gave them and about
the prices £k we charged them, And so an @pinion is formed of us and
our country. If the tourists have had bad and unhappy experiences
then the picture they paint for :2:i§ellow countrymen and women will
show us in a bad light. I think this is particularly true of the
not-so-rich and intelligent tourists.

I spent part of yesterday and last night with Jjust such a group.
They were American Negroes, not very rich, andwthey had come here on
what 1s known as a package tour as a group of about 25, These were
intelligent people, mostly teachers, and they were extremely interestel
in getting to know all they could about Jamaica., The leader of the
group told me that when they visited,Ghana last year they ate the
- native food of the country. Here im Jamaica on the other hand, no
one had offered them any Jamalean foods, She wanted to know what our
Jamalcan dishes were and-why our hotels did not offer them to tourists
Another lady wanted to know about our education system but none of
the people concerned with the tour could tell her anything about it.
They wanted 4o know Mow the country people lived, how they earned
their living, how they spent their spare time, And yet all these
people willl see will be a few selected spots in Kingston, our north
coast hotels and beaches, and very little of the real Jamaica., Now it
may be that this 18 what most tourists want. Maybe most tourists do
want to eat the same food they eat back in the United States, But I
honestly doubt it. I think the intelligent tourist really wants to
taste our food and to know something about us and the vﬁy we live,
At present we offer such tourists very little, Not all tourists come
here only to laze about hotels and white sand beaches, Some come with
a genuine desire to learn as well, and it i1s up to those who run the

industry to cater to this desire and so help better understanding
among peoples, Goodnight.



No 155 Civil Servants goines on "Home leave" to Britamn
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Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: Four months ago, on the 8th of April of this year,
I telked to you about what has become known as 'home_deave' for our
civil servants, 'Home leave' is the system by which civil servants
in the higher posts of government can go to Britain or Europe every
few years,amxiexxmx and have his first-class gship or plane passage
paid ous of public money. In other words we, the tax-payers, pay for
this civil servantx, his wife and his children travelling to and
from Europe in a style and luxury that very few of our people can
afford.xm When I told you about, this in April, I told Pou the
history of how this came about. I told you that it was a hang-over
from the 0ld colonial days\when only people from Britain held
higher posts in the/civil service., I told you that the Englishman
in Jamaica or in Afried or in India got 'home leave' because England
was really his home, and also becausge in those days the Colonial
Civil Serwvant was really a colonial master who got special and
very supeéerior treatment and privileges., But this, I told you, only
applied to the English civil servant in the colonies, The English
civil servant in England, working among his own people, got none of
this 'home leave', When he got his two or three weeks leave it was
as you and I do, with nobody paying his fare zxwx anywhere, Just as
you and I have to pay for our own transport for that week at the
seaside or in the country, so the English civil servant in Britain
has to today, no matter how senior his position, It is only when he
goes somewhere on his government's business that his government pays

his fare or passage. I also told you then that both Trinidad and



British Guianam had abolished this outdated piece of public
extravagance, and that it was high time for us to stop this 'home
leave' nonsense here,

The reason why I have Egpught all this up again at this time
is because of the news from ﬁalﬂb-doo-that the Federation of West

(Y S corfiins adile ot 4]

Indie¥l Civil Servants has jugt made a decision on’ the métter. The &,y
civll servants' organisation express*{ its concern at the mo;ls
now taking place to get rid gr this 'home leave' system, They want
it to go on, and they want it to be restored where it has already
been got rid of. I disagree with the eivil servants completely on
this matter, I think it is out of\date and a reminder of the old
colonial days: I think 1t makes\oup civil servants too much of a
special privileged class, and,it makes for a division between the
people and the public servant, We do not want public servants with
the colonialist outlook of belng our public master and as long as
they get special privileges that outlook will remain,

In place of 'home leave' I think a new system can be devised
so that the most gifted among our public servants, those whose talents
promise,that they will make a real contribution to our society, so
such people can get the benefits and experience of travel and study
overseas, I am sure none of us would object to public money being
used to further the skills of the best of our public servants, This
would be a selective method and the country would benefit, The ‘home
leave' business im indiscriminate, It is a waste of public money;
it 1s an excuse for having a good time at the tax payers' expense,

Not even the richest country in the world, the United States, fessiks
vismt EXREERX pays the passages of its clvil servants when they take
holidays abroad, Certainly, we cannot afford it., Goodnight,
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Good evening: The sad amd messy Congo situation is unfolding
very much as I feared it would, Lumumba has embarked on a military
adventure which has brought new bloodshed to that tnhappy land; and
the agenda for the Pan-African conference which started in Leopold=-
ville on Thursday of this week is very disturbing: I think the idea
of one African language to replace French and “English for dealings
between African states sounds more than a Tlttle silly to anyone
who knows anything about the hundreds of languages spoken in that
vast continent. And the idea of a Pan-African police force to keep
peace on the continent will-be a long time coming. The great question
which we will begin to_see, an answer to after this conference, is
whether the independent states of Africa are starting out on a new
anti-white, anti-Western path., But let's leave that for the present
and look at developmmnts nearer home.

I think the next three months are going to be very dramdtic and
exciting on the Federal scene. All the straws in the wind suggest
that a few surprises are 1in store for us before the year is out,

I expect that the report mm by the Working Party dealing with the
economic problems of the Federation will be completed by the end of
this month, And I shall be very surprised if this is not published
for all of us to see, Then the government of Jamaica has promised
that it will x put out & pamphlet explaining what it will cost us

if we stayed in the Federation and what it will cost us if we decide
to get out of the Federation and go 1t alone, This document is being

prepared by Jamalca's Central Planning Unit and 1t will just give



us all the facts without taking sides elither for or against, I
understand we will get this pamphlet a good time before the referendum,
This, I think, will be very useful to help us make up our minds and

I am sure it is going to lead to quite a bit of argument,

But perhaps the most exciting and the most controversial issue
on the Federal scene is the question of the future ofSlr Grantley
Adame, the Prime Minister of the West Indies, It is an open secret
that a majority of members in the Federal Parliament, both on the
government side and on the Opposition side, would like to see Sir
Grantley removed from the office of Prime Minister., Indeed, I know
that the question of just how he ig& towbe rewarded for his services
has already been dlscussed and_ thought about, Rightly or wrongly,
most Federal M.,P.s seem to have lost confidence in Sir Grantley's
ability to lead the Federation. They tend to blame him for all the
weaknesses and faultsof the Federation. They feel that under a different
leader the Federation might have done better than it has, And they
make no bones about their feeling that Mr, Manley should have been
that leader, At present the only person most Federal M,P.,s feel
_ would be, acceptable as Prime Minister of the Federation is Mr. Manley,
No one else, It was because of this feeling that there was so much
interest in the meeting between Mr., Manley and Dr, Eric Williams in
Antigua a fortnight ago, And last week even Sir Grantley hinted that
there was a move to get rid of him, Will Sir Grantley fight the move?
And will Mr, Manley answer the call? It looks as though Sir Grantley
is getting ready to fight. And as for Mr, Manley, we know Jjust how
he can keep us guessing when he wants to, But I think the power moves
have started and Jjust how they are plgyed out is going to make the
Federal scene very exciting in the months ahead, Goodnight,
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Good evening: As the discussion on Federation and the forthcomig
referendum has gone on, one thing has struck me again and again. The
thing that has struck is me 1s this: most of us, indeed, more than
90% of us, are so ignorant about the other islands ©f the West Indies
that it is not funny. And our politicians have net helped to get
over our ignorance, Instead of giving us solld.information on which
to base our Judgements, they have fed us /the usual party propaganda
and to a greatx extent many of them ha&ve only helped to confuse us
instead of enlightening us,

For instance, if we were to be asked what we know of Barbados,
we will trot out a few standard answers, We will say - and we will
try to turn it into a“jJoke - that Barbados and Barbadlans are more
English than the English; we will say that Barbadlans cannot be
trusted. And if we“are pressed to give some so0lid facts instead our
opinions, we willl say that Sir Grantley Adams 1s the Prime Minister
of the Federatlon and that Barbados is small and poor and backward,

I think few of us will be able to go much further than that, A few
bright ones among us might know that all of Barbados is smaller than
Kingston and St, Andrew, And since last week's census news some of us
will know that there are almost twice as many people in Kingston and

St. Andrew as there are in the whole of Barbados. That, I am reasondply
certain, is about as much as most of us will know.

There are so many things about Barbados = and indeed about the

other 1slands - that we do not know, that I think we ought to stop

and think before we pass judgement on them, I think if we knew a



little more about these other islands and their achlievements we
would be a little less sure that we are the best of the lot and that
we have nothing to learn or to gain from them,

For instance, how many of us know that Barbados has her own
0ll refinery? Very few people, I am sure, Well, it is a fact,
Barbados has had an oil refinery for more than a quartenr of a century,
While we are only now planning our refinery the British Union Oil
Company of Barbados has been refining oll into motor gas and
kerosene for so long thét the people of Barbados have come to look
on it as a natural part of Bajan lifes And at the beginning of this
year Barbados began work on & new refinery which is now on the point
of going into production.

But you might think this is,an isolated thing so let me give
you another example, Did you know that Barbados has been using
natural gas for heating,and lighting and cooking for between 30 and

the majority of

40 years, While/our people still use charcoal for their cooking
the average Bajan turns on his gas tap, strikes a match and lights
it, and there i1s clean fuel for cooking, This gas 1is piped in much
the same way as our water is piped., Those of us who use gas here know
Just _how high the price of gas is in Jamaica, In Barbados, on the
other hand, the gas industry was nationalised in 1951 and the price
of gas 18 extremely reasonable and within the reach of almost every
Barbadian., There you are, Just two facts about Barbados which I am
sure most of us did not know, And there are lots of other facts about
many other islands that we do not know, And sometimes, in our
ignorance, we think we are ahead of everybody else, This 1s not always
so, Just as they can learn from us, so we can learn from them, But

first, we have to know them a little better, Goodnight,
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Good evening: You will remember that it was on Friday, July 29th
that I discussed the Monroe Doctrine and Latin America, I told you
then that Cuba had taken her charge of 'economic aggression' against
the United States to the United Nations., The United Nations had
decided that the Organisation of American States was best qualified
to deal with this problem, You will also rémember that I told you
at the time that most Latin Amerilcan~countries had a sneaking
sympébhy for Cuba's defiance of the great United States, and that
they were walting to see just what the United States did. I went on
to say that Russia's Khrushehew had created a very tricky situation
for the Unlted States and.that all he had to do was to wait to reep
the benefits, But Khrushchev would not wait, He overplayed his hand
kux by declaring that the Monroe Doctrine was dead, Thie, I told you
at the time,«was a big mistake,

Just ‘how bilg a mistake Khrushchev made has now become clear,

On Sunday the representatives of the 21 member nations of the
Organisation of American States passed a resolution condemning
Russlan and Chinese Communilist intervention in Latin American affairs,
The Cuban delegates walked out of the Conference, and one delegation,
that of Venezuela abstained from voting., But the overwhelming

ma jority voted for the resolution, And the Venmweuelan delegate, it
now seems, did not represent the view of his government when he
abstained, This, then, was the clear answer to Mr, Khrushchev's
statement that the Monroe Doctrine was dead, The Latin Americans
have told him firmly and clearly that it is not dead; and that they
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and they alone are the people who are going to declde whether the
Monroe Doctrine is dead or not. I think Khrushchev' big mistake
stemmed from the fact that he did not underssand the fierce
determination of the Latin Americans to be their own masters, to
declide their own fate for themselves, If it had been.Cuba or Mexico
or any other Latin American country which had declared the Monroe
Doctrine dead, the picture might have been differents But 1t was
Khrushchev, the outsider; and whatever the Latin Americans felt
about the United Btates they were not prepared to let any outside
power decided their policies for them, Also, they know that their
freedom from outside aggression is gaaranteed by the Monroe
Doctrine. And so, in spite of 4¢heir.sympathy for the Cuban
revolution they have come out firmly against gkk Russian and Chinese
intervention in the region,

But I think it would be a mistake to see this as a complete
acceptance of U,.S, policy. There is still a great deal of pro=Cuban
and anti-American feeling, especially among the Latin American
masses, Indeed, the U.S., Secretary of State, Mr, Herter, was forced
to make & clear statement last week that the U.S, will not attack Culm
And what of the future? I think the situation 1s less dangerous now
than 1t was before the OAS meeting, The decision to break with the
Domican Republic's dictatorship is a further advance for democracy in
the region, And the U,S,-Cuban conflict will simmer for a long time
but will not, I think, lead to fighting on & serious scale, There was
a time when it looked as though it might, Cuba has expressed her
determination to maintain relations with communist states but it does
look as though the communists wlll make any major inroads into Latin

American Just now, Goodnight,
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Good evening: If you are a driver of a car and if you zke
have driven on the Red Hills road you will come to alcorner where
there is a big sign. On the sign is written: "DrivesCarefully: We
Llove our Ghildren", I was thinking of that sign on Monday morning
when I read the figures release by the Traffic ®department on road
accidents for the month of July, Twenty-fivé people were killed on
our roads in July. This was fifteen méra than the number killed in
June, In other words in the monthof\July deaths from road accidents
killed 150% more people than were Killed in the previous month,

Now these were living,breathing; loving people like you and I, Among
those who died last month were somebody's father, Perhaps the only
breadwinner in the family., For all we know the lives of some children
have been messe@.up completely because of one road accident: a happy
child is suddenly without security and has to leave the school where
he or she attended because daddy died in a car accident and there is
ne one to bring in the money to pay for school fees or pay for shoes
or even to pay the rent,

I think we all tend to gloss over these road accidents, We know
it 1s bad; we know it is unfortunate; and every now and then we get
shocked when it happens to someone we know rather well, But on fhe
whole we do not seem to understand the stark tragedy behind these
accéndents, And so we deplore them and do little o$ nothing about
them, I think if each of us really tried to see amkxxEk ourselves

or our loved ones as the victims of these tragedies, we would want

to do something more than stick a Pledge Safety Driver tab on our cars



and then feel free to break all the rules,

I think one of the main causes of our road accidents 1s sheer
thoughtlessness, Qur regulation speed limit may be 30 miles an bhumr
in bullt up areas: .but you do not shoot past a bunch of kids playing
on the side of the road at 30 miles an hour - if you are thoughtful,
You know that a child might suddenly dart into the road. And being
legally in the right is cold comfort when you see.a battered little
body lying in the streets. So slow down when you pass children; come
to a crawl, Their lives are more precious than .anything. Then there
are the clever people who will always. tell you what good drivers
they are and who have to ovetake everybody else on the road, even
around blind corners, These are the smart and boasty ones who, even
if they don't kill, are responslible for many accidents in which
others are killed, Too many of us become potential killers once
we get behind that steering Qheel Just because we do not think,

Many of us think it clever to disconnect out stoplights., Many of us
park without parking lights at night, Many truck drivers see it as a
fine game to run little cars off the roads, Nearly a thousand people
were involved in roads accidents last month, Most of them need not
have,happened if we had thought and acted thoughtfully and considerately

Then there's another problem, Cars are coming into the island at
the rate of about a thousand a month, This 1s a fantastic rate and I
frankly do not undertstand what is going on in the motoprcar trade.

I think it is time government took a look at it, And I also think it
is time we did something about the blg Americans cars with their
dangerous left-hand drive steering, Our roads are just not made for
these monsters, I think government will be shirking its responsiblitly

to the people if it does not look into this problem ahd try to make
some sense out of it, Goodnight,
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