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N lS COI\,TI TA.RY 
For ~ ansmi s·sion on 
Monday Augus t 1st a t 6 . 15p . m 
Pet er Abr ah ams speaking . 

" . , 

Fresh .i l k 

Go od ev_en i n I hop e you have a ll en joyed t he long weekend t hat 

i s now comi ng to a clo se . Unfortunat e l y f or me , I was one of t ho s e 

who had to work bo t h on Sat ur day and today . On Saturday I h ad to 

s pend t he whole day s eeing t hat cop i es of t h e West I nd i an Economist 

were parce l led up and po s t ed a s t h e maga z ine came of f t h e pr ess l ate . 

And t oday I hav e to s~f:}nd tidy i n up a l ong over due art i cle f or an 

Amer i can maga z i ne . All t h is mean t t hat I had no r eal weekend at a ll; 

and th i s has put me i nto d i s gr a ce wi t h my f ami ly who had to can ce l 

t h e ir ~ l ans f or t h e weekend . Anyway , I hop e yours h a s b een a rrru ch more 

r e s tful weekend t han mi n e . 

Now t h ls eveni ng I want to d i s cu ss t h is qu est ion of i mpor t ed 

powdered mi l k and loc a l l y pro du ced liquid mi l k . Over t h e weekend , 

t h e J ama i ca Ti mes carri ed as i t s main h eadline story t h e s e wor ds : 

11 Gover nment Accused of Sabotagi ng I sland I s Da i ry Industry". Th e story 

t hat followed t his s tartl ing h eadline r eported t hat Mr . Ru ssell .Grah~ 

a directo r of t h e Jamaica Livestock Assoc i a t i on , had told a meet i ng 

of t h e d i r ect ors of t h e Assoc i a t ion t ha t "government is sabotagi ng 

t he da i ry indus t ry of the i s l and by a llowing t h e gr ea t i mportation 

of milk powder t o compet e agains t i t" . 

The story goes on t o s ay t h a t Dr . A.A. Peat , · ou r (3h i ef Medi ca l 

Offic er , ha s order ed t hat t he ent a l Hospi t a l shou ld no l onger give 

it s patient s lo ca l XiDl](±«xm± mi l k . Instead , th e patient s shou l d be 

g i ven milk made up of i mport ed milk powder . Dr . Pea t ' s r eas on f or 

t h is a ct ion , a ccording to JI., • Gr aham , i s t hat he i s not s a t i sf i ed wiih 

t he quality of our loca l milk . But Mr . Gr aham f ee l s t ha t t his i s not 
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true . Mr . Gr aham also says that it i s not true to say t hat ther e i s 

a shortage of local milk in t h e Corporate Area . And so we have the 

char ge of government sabotagin the isa lnd ' s da i r y indu stry . 

Sabotage is a very strong words to use: but then, t he J ama ica 

Livestock As sociation is a tough and forceful pressure group . The way 

in which t hey have pressurised government into lifting price controls 

fro m b e ef has s hown this . And it is understandable t hat they should 

obj ect bitt erly to powdered milk which , p int for p int, is v ery much 

cheaper than loca l milk, comin in and competin with t heir milk . 

But t he way Dr . eat looks a t t his milk business is rather 

dif ferent . He i s conc erned not wi t h business and profit s but with 

the health of the community in genera l and with th e pat ients under h :IB 

care in particular . To h im , as to me , there is a doubt ab out t he 

quality of our local milk . I u sed to give my chi l dren local milk but 

I s topped because of t h is doubt . One day the milk would be rich and 

creamy and fine : t he next day it would be watery with a funny sedimert 

~ advis es all its offic er s in J amaica not to trust even our 

pasteur: sed milk but to boil it before using . ilk is one of the mos t 

i mportant and one of t he mos t nourishing fo ods in the wor l d - if it 

i s clean and wholesome : it is one of the mos t dangerous carr i es of 

germs and diseases - if it i s not . Th i s is a hard fact we must f a c e . 

Good milk can give life ; bad milk can take life . Of course , freah 

pasteurised milk t hat i s safe and does not n eed boilin i s nru.ch rich Er 

t han the best powdered milk . Bef aus e I am not sati sf i ed in my own miro 

t hat our fresh milk i s a l ways of this s t andard , I go a long with Dr . 

Peat and g ive my family powdered milk . The good health of my f amily 

i s most i mportant to me , s I am sure yours is to you . Goodni ght . 
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Jo 134 U. S . Subrna,rine Ro~ ret Polari s 

EWS CO , ~T Y 
For tramsmi ssion on 
Tuesday Aggus t 2nd at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I a sure most of you read the comic stri ps i n 

our dai l y papers : I certa inl y do. Well , if you and I could have been 

like andrake the Magician , or bet t er st i ll , like Garth with h is 

Lady As ta , and if we could have made our selves invis i b l e and flown 

to a point over t he Atlantic Ocean one afternoon l ast week , we would 

have h ad a most surprising experience , 

We wou l d have l ooked down on a ver y ca lm oc ean . There would 

have been no shi p in sight . f~~xmx No aeroplane would have flo wn any­

wher e near wh ere we hovered . 'l'her e would h ave b een no sign of man 

no r bea st nor any livi ng cr eat ure : only t he ca lm sea and a sunny 

day . Then , suddenly , something would have happened . A s lender/ 

~~iNtEa cylinder , r a t her like t he cy l inders we use for our gas , but 

with a ver y point ed nose - a cy l i nder like that wou l d h ave shot out 

of the ca lm ocean and c l i mbed into t he heavens wi th incr edib l e 

sp eed . This is exact l y what happened one day l a st week . The cyl inder 

wi t h the point ed head was the new Uni t ed States Polaris mi ss i le . 

And , s ti l l p l aying the game of the comi c s t rip charact ers , i f 

you and h ad x- ray eyes , we would h ave l ooked forty feet below the 

surfa ce of t h e calm oc ean . Th er e we would h av e seen a new ki nd of 

submarine : on e that can s t ay under wat er l onger t h an any submarines 

we now know of; one tha t can t ravel through t he water with the speed 

of an eel; one tha t can go deeper under t h e oc eans than any of the 

submar i nes we know; one that can make its own f resh a i r f or humans 

t o breat he . And the name of this submarine , we will see with our 
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x-ray eyes , i s t he George \ a saington . This a ga in would be f a ct, not 

f a cny; truth, not a comi n/ s trip s tory . And the day l as t week when 

tha t submarine shot t hat cylinder into t he heav ens saw t he b irth of 

another scientific revolution in our lives . 

The peopl e in tha t submar ine can put into t hat cylinder a bomb 

so powerful t hat it can wi e ou t all of Kingston: Indeed , they can 

put a bomb in t hat cylinder tha t can wipe out New York or London or 

Moscow or Peking or any of t h e gr eat citie s of the world. And. the 

people inside that submarine can aim s tra i ght f or the heart of any 

one of t hese gr eat cities while r emaining undetected under t he water 

anywhere in t he world ' s gr eat oc eans . All t hey h ave to do i s pick 

a target , adjust their instruments to a i m the bylinder for tha t 

t ar get and press a button . This cylinder will then shoot out of t h e 

oc ean and trave l 1, 200 miles to hit t hat t ar get on t he nose . 

This, I think , is t he mos t t errible war weapon s o far deve loped . 

There is not a s i ngle s pot on the earth ' s surfa ce wh er e t h i s drea dful 

new weapon cannot rea ch . And the submar ine can go to within the 

required distance of any t ar get in secret and without be ing seen . In 

a few years t here will be 45 of t hese submarines and each one will 

carry more destruct ive power than was used by both sides in the l as t 

World ar . This is t he l at est American rep ly to the Russ i an rockets 

and Mr . Khru shchev ' s warl ike threats . It i s part of the cold war . 
e 

But to me thax awfu l tragedy i s that so much money , so much 

skill, knowledge , s o mu ch human effort has gone into the makin of 

yet another weapon of destruction . If a ll t h i s gr eat knowledge , if 

a ll t h is money, if a ll this human effort had been bent on cur i n the 

s ick, on f eeding t he poor , on housing the homeless , on educating t he 

young , what a wonderfu l p l a c e t his earth of ours would b e by now. 

Th is, I think , i s the gr eat tragedy of our time . Goodnight . 
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No 135 New Education Bill 

ID/S COMM JTARY 
For trans mission on 
Wednesday Au gu 0 t 3rd at 6 . 15p . m 
eter brahams speaking 

Good evening : I am glad to see that a K. S .A.C . deputation i s 

s ee i ng both the Premier and the inis ter of Home Affa irs about the 

cuts in the K. S .A. C. budget . You will r emember that I told you 

about t he cut in poor relief pay l as t Saturday . I told you that I 

hoped that this wi ll be restored . I know tha t govern ment has only 

so much money wh ich h a s to go around and a t times cuts have to be 

made . But I do hope t hat both government and the K. S . A.C . will agr ee 

t hat the one cut we should not make i s to the poorest and mos t 

needy section of our co mmunity . As I s a id on Saturday , for anybody 

to live on 30/- a week i s little enough in all cons cience . To cut 

t h is by a t h ird would be a socia l crime to my mind . So please 

restore the cut . 

And now I want to t a l k about so mething that is unspecta cular 

and undramatic but very i mportant for the future of t h i s country and 

its people . \ e a ll have our own i deas as to what we consider t he 

most i mportant t hing for J amaica ' s future well-being and prospertty . 

The industriali s t would s ay develop ing J amaica ' s industry is the 

mos t important; t he a riculturist would say developi ng J amai ca ' s 

agriculture is the most i mportant; the peop le mining bauxite would 

say that i s the most important; t ho se interest ed ma inly in politics 

would say develop ing our politica l inst itutions ms the mos t 

i mportant . And t hey a r e all ri h t . It is only a matter of emphasis , 

a matter of how you look a t t h i ngs . 

But there is one factor wi thout wh ich indu s try, agriculture, 

politics, mining , labour and even the future and prosperity of the 
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country are all meani ngl es s . That facto r i s t he peop l e of t he count:ry. 

The people of J amaic a , the peop l e of any countr y , ar e it s most 

i mportant asset . It i s the peop l e of a count ry t hat are its gr eat est 

wealt h . They work in industry , in agriculture, in mining ; t hey 

deter mine the politic s of t he country . This i s s omet h ing we a ll know; 

but we a ll t end to t ake it for granted and so I do not apologi se f or 

reminding us of it . A country with a forwar d looking and progressive 

peop l e goes forwar d and progr esses . And i know nothing that makes a 

peop l e as pro gr essive and forwar d l ooking as does a good and s ound 

educ ationa l system. Today ' s ch ildr en ar e tomor row~s citi zens and 

the education of today ' s ch ildren i s , for me , t he mos t i mportant 

s i ngle f actor for Jamaica ' s future well- be i ng and prosperity . 

It i s f or t h i s reason that Mr . Glasspole ' s announcement t hat he 

will introduc e a new Education Bill in October , i s s o v ery important . 

If this new Bill become s l aw , as I exp ect it will, seei ng that every 

ch ild goes to s chool and gets a prop er s chool ing , will be t he duty 

of every parent . Par ent s who do not see t hat t heir ch ildren go to 

school regularly will f i nd themselves i n troubl e wi t h the l aw . Ther e 

wi ll be an end to the business of keep ing children away from s choool 

to look after babi es or hel p in the fi e ld or go to mar ket . I think 

t h i s is a ver y good t hing . I think par ent s who keep their ch ildren 

from school do not rea lise how gr eatly these ch ildren will suffer in 

l a t er years . And t h ink t h i s n ew l aw should take us a big step 

n earer the day when there i s f r ee compuls ory educat ion f or ever y ch iJd; 

and an ev en b i gger s t ep nearer to the day when we will have a 

generation of J amaicans everyone of whom can r ead and wr i t e and i s 

educa t ed to make the gr eat est poss i b l e contribution to t h e future 

pro gr ess and well-being of this island . Goodni ght . 
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Report on t he Rasta R~~a~x ovement . o . l 

N• WS CO ENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursday ugus t 4 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Pet er Abrahams speaking 

Good ev ening : On Tu esday mornin of this week I telephoned 

t he Extr a Mural Department of t he University College o f the West 

Indies to try and get hold of Rex Nettleford . I want ed a copy of 

t he r eport on t he Ras Tafari ovement which had just b een published 

by t he University . Both the press and r adio news of t he r eport were 

too brief for my liking and I wanted to see t he whole t hing . And 

I knew t hat Rex had been r esponsib l e for seeing t hat the r eport 

got print ed and dis t ribut ed . ex ' s secretar y told me t hat he was 

not t here and that h e was getting r eady to leave for Ghana on 

Wednesday morning . I l eft a very urgent message for h i m, and less 

than an hour l ater Rex ett l eford showed up at my offic e wi th a 

copy of t he report which he , ike Smith and Roy Augier had prepared . 

And since ex was l eaving for Ghan the next morning I arranged t o 

r e cord an interview wit h i m s t raigh away . You will hear this 

intervi ew on Sunday afternoon a t five past one . When you li sten to 

t h is int erview I shou l d like you to r emember that it was r ecord ing 

before I had read t he report . 

ow I have read t he r eport . I t hink it i s s o i mportant that I 

am going to forget a ll t he other news for t he r est of this week and 

concentr a te a ll my a ttention on this report . I ndeed, I t h ink t h is 

r eport is so important for J amaica and for J amai cans t hat I would 

ur e ever yone of you most s trong l y to get hold of a copy and to r ead 

it aga in and again and again . It seems to me , af t er r eading t h is 

r eport, that unless all of us undertTEand what t his . report is trying 

to tell us and unless we do s omet hing about it, there i s going to 

very serious and very violent trouble ahead of us h ere in Jamaica . 
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It seems to me t hat if we go on treating the Ra s Tafar i ovement as 

we have t r ea ted it in t he pas t we ar e storing up a whole heap of t roublE 

f or our selves i n t h e f u ture . Mi ke Smith, Roy ug i er and Rex Nett lefcm 

t h i nk exactly t he same and s ay s o ver y clearly . So p l ea s e , ea ch one 

of you get hold of a copy and r ead it ver y carefully . You can ge t 

cop i es a t any book s tore . Remember t he title of t h e report: it is: 

"The Ras Tafari Movement in Ki ngs ton , J a maica ", and it co s ts only 

a s i x pence . It r un s to nea r s i xt y pages and I t h i nk it i s t he b est 

and mos t i mportant t h i ng you can buy for a s i xpenc e i n J ma ica to day . 

And now l et me try to i ve you a b r ief summar y of t he r eport . 

It b egi ns by sketch ing ou t a h i s tory of t h e Rasta Movement . The most 

i mportan t prophet of t h e ' Ba ck - to - fric a ' movemen t ~as arcus Garvey . 

Garvey t aught the Negr o to be proud , indu s trious and s elf - r e specting : 

h e t aught a b l ack r a ce pride to counter white r ac e pride . He i s sa id 

to have proph es i ed t hat when a b l a ck k i ng i s crown in Africa t he day 

of deliver anc e would b e near . He i s a lso sa i d to hav e told t he b l a ck 

peop l e t ha t t h ey would be r edeemed and r eturned to Africa in t he 

1960s . Gar vey i s s a i d to have made t hese ~~ prophesie s i n t he 1920 s . 

In 1930 Garvey ' s prophesy abeut a b l ack k i ng came true . Ra s Ta f ari , 

an Ethiop i an nobleman , was crowned a s t he Emperor Hai l e Sellassi e . 

He was crowned ' King of k ings , Lord of Lords , t he conquering Lion 

of t he Tribe of Judah '. Th i s mar ked t he begi nn i ng of t he Rat Ta f ar i 
A movement spr ang up wh ich lo oked 

cult . %mXXNRXEEEfiRENXmfx XNRxmmXEmENX on t h e Ethiop i an Emperor as 

t h e living God . Those who believ ed in t h is f ound jus tific ation for 

t heir belief in t he books of t he Old Testament . Ras Taf ari was Godard 

arcus Garvey a ma jor pro phet ••..• Tmorrow I will t ell you a l i ttle 

of how t he movement develop ed . So till t hen , goo dn i gh t . 
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No 137 _eport on t he R s t 4 ~'!.ovement No . 2 

EWS CO TARY 
For transmi ss ion on 
Friday Au gust 5 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams s peaking 

Good evening : Last night I told you how the idea of Ra s Taf ari 

as the living God came into being . The man who spread t h is idea of 

Ras Tafari as God , t he earliest and mos t i mportant prea ch er of t h is 

idea in J amaica , was r . Leonard P . Howel l who moved between Kingston 

and Port l Orant preaching the Godho od of Ras Tafari , t he Ethiopian 

Emperor . Later others like J oseph r athaniel Hibbert and Archibald 

Db.nkley followed him . They went about pr eaching t heir gospel min 

much the same way as t h e Bible t ells u s the early prophets and 

d&~cip l es did . It was a movement with a s trong spiritual and religi~s 

base . Up to t his point t here was hardly any hint of viol ence in the 

movement . The Rastas saw the Emperor as God and saw Ethiopia a s 

the ~romised Land . They had stron r acia l a ttitudes . They believed 

that J amaica was ruled by white peop le for the benefit of white 

people and t hat t hose black peop l e who took part in the a ffa irs of 

t he country wer e tra itors to the bla ck r a ce . 

The idea of violence , t he idea of a r acia l war , first came into 

t he movement in 1935 after Ita ly had i nvade Eth iopia . It was then 

t hat t he i dea of overt hrowin . whit e domination by a r acia l war began . 

Howell ' s s logan a t tha t time was " Death to black and wh ite oppr essors . " 

It was also from t h i s point on tha t t he bitter conflict between t he 

Ras ta and t he polic e s t art ed . Both t hese evils: t he i dea of viol ence 

and theconflict with the police have grown over the years until we 

h ave , today , a most unhappy situation on both counts . 

But the report i s very car eful to kill the f a l se belief h e l d by 

so many peop l e t hat a ll as t as believe in violence . It shows clearly 
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that on l y a very small mi nori t y believe i n violence . Th e vast majority 

of Ras Tafarians are men and women of peace . It also d isproves t he 

f a lse notion t hat a ll Ras t as a r e t hieves and vagabonds . The majority 

of them, t he report shows , are as hones t and l aw- abiding as you and 

I . What t he report does warn us about very sharply is the attitude 

of t he police and t he gBBBra l public to t he Ras Tafarians . Whet her 

we like it or not , t he way our police behave towards t he Rastas , and 
~ 4tl~M 

the way many of us behave , does amount to~ persecution '. And so t he 

Rastas have t h is sense of being persecuted , of being outc as ts in 

our soci ety , of being negl ected and unwanted peopl e within our 
1w 

community . And s inc e t hey~~ unwanted , and d i s criminated against , 

and persecuted by the peonl e who uphold our l aws , ver y many of t hese 

Ras t as have re j ect ed J amaica and a ll t hat J amaica represent s to t h em . 

They feel our government i s not t heir government and s o t hey are 

aga i nst it; t hey feel the politica l parties are not their politica l 

parties and s o t hey are aga i nst them; t hey feel our police ar e t heir 

enemies and so t hey are against t hem; t he deve lopment and pro gress 

we h av e a chieved have given t hem noth i ng and so t hey r eject t hat too ; 

our educationa l and relig ious l eaders have no respect f or t heir 

deepl y he l d beliefs and so many of them wi ll have nothing to do with 

our s chools and our churches . Ever ywhere around them t hey find a ctive 

or passive hosti lity . In their own minds they are persecut ed and 

r ej ected and deni ed . And so t hey r e j ect us and our l aws and our 

gover nment and a ll our institutions . They are in J amaica without 

be i ng a part of J amaica . And t his, t he r eport shows , is a ver y 

dangerous situation . It i s t he k ind of situation out of wh ich bloo dshn 

and revolutions come . The report recommends ways in whi ch we can t r y 

to remedy t his situation . I will discuss t hese r eco mmendations 

tomor row. So t ill then , goodnight . 
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l'i o 138 Report on t he Rast a ~~ vement No . 3 

NEWS CO '.lMENT RY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Augu s t 6 a t 6 . 15p . m 

et er Abrahams speaki ng 

Good eveni ng : I t h ink we can now answer the v ery i mportant 

quest ion: "What makes a Rast a a Ras t a? " I t hink t her e ar e t wo key 

thi ngs t hat makes a Ras t a a Ras t a . The first i s t he r acia l t hing . 

The Rasta i s a b l ack man in a wor l d where all the va lue s and judgements 

t hat are r e~pected ar e of European origin . In tha t world God is white . 

Status , dignity , pos ition and r espect ar e associa t ed with whiteness . 

He needs to h ave s omet h ing a ll h is own and of h i s own colour . Afri ca 

i s t he b irthp l a c e of the b l a ck f olk of the earth , so Afric a becomes 

both a phys ica l and a s piritual h ome . He needs a God who will be 
daak - s k inned 

the same colour as h i mself , so Ras t Tafari, thej Eth~op i an Emperor , 

who rul es a land whi ch i s t a lked of in t he Bible , beco mes his ~od. 

This give s him self - respect and a status and dignity wh ich glorifies 

t he dar kness of h i s skin . 

The second t hing i s t he social and economic thing . He i s an 

outcast in our society . \ le h ave made it all t oo p l a in to h i m t hat we 

have no r espect for him and h i s beli efs . ore of t en t han not we have 

not car ed how he liv ed or what happened to his ch ildren . He and those 

like him have known years of not having a j ob nd living in t he 

filth i est phys i cal conditions . And s o he h as r e j ect ed t h i s soc iet y 

which has rejected h i m. These are , I think , t he key factors which 

go i nto t he maki ng of a as t a . 

The r eport war ns u s tha t if t hese t hings continue unchanged 

there will be troub l e ahead f or us . Soon er or l a t er mi sery and 

dis cont ent l eads to violenc e and revolution unl ess something i s done 

about it . The report recommends t hat government hel p s t he Rastas who 
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want to to go Afr'ic a . Government h a s a cc e ted t his recommendation . 

It recommends tha t we , t he general publi c of J ama ica , recognise t hat 

the grea t maj ority of as t as ar e p eaceful citizens who are will to do 

an h onest day ' s work ; it r ecommends that the polic e finish their 

secdrity work quickl y and s top persecuting peac eful Rastas . It 

recommends the building of low- cost hous es on a mu ch gr eat er s ca l e ; 

it urges governmen t to bu y up the l ands on which Ras t as now s quat 

and put in ligh t and water . It urges the setting up of socia l centres , 

youth clubs and ch ildren's clinics . It wants the Rastas to be helped 

to establish co - op er a tive workshop . And it urges ,t hat t1'l.e pteB s and 

raa±o gi , e he leading members of t he opportunity to ✓~ 

/~/4.,~ 
inform the gener a l pub lic about their movement and their views.,, It ,.i~ 

also want s the Eth iop i an Coptic Ch~ h to be invit ed to set up a 

br anch in Wes t Kings ton . 

So there you have it : a posit ive pro gr amme of things to do to 

try and s olve t his great so cial pr oblem wh ich faces us today . I 

t h ink i t i s an excellent progr amme and I think both the University , 

Dr . Arthur Lewis , and the three scholar s who di d t his very i mportant 

job in a very short time , deserve our thanks for the gr eat 

contribut ion t h ey have made t o this very urgent problem. 

great deal of prejudic e has been gener at ed aga inst the Rasta 

movement . But prejudic e do es not solve problems : only good sense and 

clear t hinking and t his report g i ves u s that . Pl ease , each one of 

you - and that includes the Rastas too - p l ease get hold of this 

r eport and read it carefully . It co s ts only a sa xpence and you can 

get it at any bookshop . It is i mportant t hat we act on it s advice if 

we do not want violence and b loodshed in tomorrow ' s J ama ica . Goodni 
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No 139 

N S COMMEN" TARY 

Bookers in J amai ca 
B. H. Welcomes Mi gr ant 
Beef Prices 

For transmission on 
Monday Aug~ 8-6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : The number one news item on the internationa l 

scene is s till the REi~ixN Congo . What is h appening in the Congo 

ha s pushed even what i s happenin in Cuba off t he centre of the world 

stage: so I t hink it is time to have another look at the Congo . But 

t h is evening I want to de 1 with a f ew items of do mestic politics 

and leave t he Congo for to morrow . 

The .first important do me s tic i tern was the announc ement l ast 
the 

Thursday that Booker Brothers ha ve bought/controllin interest in 

the Inswood Estate . I think t his is a v er y i mportant and very welcome 

piece of news for us here in J amaica . 1any of you may know tha t 

Bookers are sugar producers, shipowners , engineers , manufacturers , 

rum distillers and merchants and traders with world-wide int er es ts . 

They do business in Great Britain, in Canada and in the West Indies -

mainly in British Guiana . They h ave recently set up printery in 

Trinidad and t h is Inswoo d Estate deal suggests t hat t hey ar e t h ink ing 

of extending their investments t hroughout the West Indie s . They a lrEj..dy 

had a s mall hold ing here in Tia aria . 

I we lcome the coming of Bookers to J mai ca because I think t hey 

are one of t he most progressive bus iness es in the world today . Their 

outlook is modern and they believe in opening up a ll opportunities 

for t he gi f t ed native workers of the countries in wh ich t hey operate . 
Bookers Ch irman, 

In the annua l report to Booker shareholders , Sir Jock Campbell,jt l kei 

about the underdevelop ed countries of Afr ica and Asi and t he CaribbEHl,n 

and said: 11 It i s western capita lism which mus t, if it i s to survive, 

adapt its elf to, and become part of, the hi s toric a l proc es ses of t hes e 
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nations ••.••• The more successful investments ther e ar e , the more 

t he economy will develop , the more signific nt the part t hey will 

p l ay in the economy , and the more they will be a cc epted as a 

necessar y and des irab le factor in the economy - provided , of course , 

t hat t hey a r e not i dentified , as in t he past , wi t h political 

domination or illusions of r cia l superiority" . Tha t is how Sir 

Jock Campbell expressed the policy of Bookers and that is why I 

welcome Bookers to J amaica . 

i.y second important home news item was carri ed on t he front 

page of yesterday ' s Sunday Gl eaner: it i s t hat Br i ti sh Honduras 

would welcome immi gr ants f rom the West Ind i an i s l ands of t he Feder a t:1m . 

ow British Honduras is a vas t l and wh ich i s mor e t h n t wic e the 

size of J amaica , and ye t it has a tiny population of a li t tle more 

t han 80 , 000 people . Ther e is room there; room f or another million 

or more p eople . Land for settlement can be got very cheap and anybocy­

who ha s the r ight pioneering spirit which the early J amaic ans had , 

can make a beautiful future for h i mse lf in t hat country . But I wann 

you , it will mean hard work and no bright light s until you have 

hel ped to deve lop the country . Of course , you will have to satify 

t he Hondur as authoritie s that you are of good char act er and that you 

have enough money to st art yourself off . But there it i s , a challenge 

to any J ama ican who wants a chance to make a new start . 

Fina lly, I see tha t Lydford f ar ms h ave made a further increase 

in t he price a t which they sell beef to butchers . The butchers will 

want to pass the increase on to you . It is up to you to dig in your 

hee l s and refuse to carry t he pr ic e i ncrease . If you do pric es are 

bound to come down . Goodnight . 
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0 140 Congo Cris i s 

NEWS CO 
For transmi s s ion on 
Tu esday u gus t 9 a t 6 . 15p . m 

et er Abrah ms speaki ng 

Goo d even i ng : You wi ll r emember that I f t rst s poke to you 

about t he Congo on Jun e 20t h ; t h at wa s t en da ys b ef ore t he Congo 

became an i ndep endent sta t e . You will r emember I pr edict ed t hen 

t hat thre e men would domi na t e o gol es e an airs . h ese men wer e 

34- year-old Patri c e Lumumba , a bit of a h ot - h eaded n at i ona lis t who 

h ad served a pr ison t ern f or t h ef t; t hen t her e was 43- year - old 

Jo speh Kasavubu, a solid conserva t ive t ype whom t h e Bel g i an then 

h oped would be t he f i r st Pr i me Mi ni s ter of t h e i n dependent Congo; 

and fina l l y t her e was Moi s e Tshombe , 41- yearQold son of a very 

wealthy f a mi l y , f ather of 8 ch ildr en and l eader of what i s a l mos t 

cer tai n l y t he r ich es t piec e of l and i n a ll Af ric a . These t hr ee , I 

told you , wer e t he men who wou l d domina t e Congol es e aff a i r s . You 

will r emember I t hen wen t on t o tel l you t hat a l r eady 57 peop l e 

had been murder ed i n el ection r iots . I told you I exp ected t h ings 

t o get worse and I t old you why I exp ected t h ings t o get wors e . 

The Con go, I t o l d you , had b een under Be l g i an rule f rom 1885 until 

1960 . I n a l l t h os e y ears t he Bel fi ans had ruled wi t h an i ro n h and . 

They had not a llowed t h e Negr oe s of t he Congo to f or m polit ic a l 

par t ies . Ther e h ad b een no e l ections of any k i nd and nobody in t he 

Congo, not even t he wh i te settler s f r om Be l gi um, had ever cas t a 

vo te t o s ett le any Congolese matt er . Bel g i an r u le h ad b een 

abso l ut e and dic t at or i a l • .And t he Be l g ians hnd deal t firml y and 

ruth l es s ly wi th any ' ag i t a t ors '. I f any Congolese w r e h ear d to 

expr e ss an, pol i t i ca l v i ew or any qu estion conc er n i ng Bel g i an 

i mp er l a lism h e jus t di sapp eared and nobody h ear d of him aga in . 
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So , t he Congolese had no experi ence of politica l organi sation . They 

knew nothing about running affairs at a loc a l gover nment l eve l , 

let a lone a t centra l government l eve l . The Bel gi ans had not a llowed 

any Congolese to ho l d any position of authority in the civil service , 

so t hey knew next to not h ing about t he administration of public 

affa irs o But the wind of change of wh ich Mr . Harold ¥-a cmillan spoke 

was blowing through the Afric an continent and much as the Bel g i ans 

disliked it , it hit t he Congo and independence ca me to a peop le 

who had no tra ining for it . It was because of t h is background 

history t hat I told you t hat t h i ngs wou l d get worse . There was no 

ot her way for t hings t o go . You cannot expect to tie a ch ild down 

to a bed in a dar k ro om from the day of i ts birth until it r eaches 

21 without exp ecting trouble when you l et it l oo se . The light of 

day will tend to blind such a ch ild : it wi ll not know how t o use 

its l imbs . At 21 such a ch i l d- adult will have t o l earn to wal k and 

to s ee . 
I 

If you like a t the situation f rom t h i s point of vi ew then you 

wi l l see t hat the Congo situat ion could hav e been very much worse 

t han it i s today . The Congolese are l earning the har d way , and I 

st i ll see a whole h eap of trouble ahead . Indeed , t h i s promi se of 

trouble ahead seems to h ave developed into three sharp and c l early 

def ined problems over t he past week or so . First , there is the 

troubl e with t he sec essionist provinc e of a t an a; second , there i s 

the polit i cal power cris is f acing a tric e Lumumba the Prime Mini s t er; 

and third there i s the United Na tions - Bel~ i an- Pan Afric an as pect of 

the cris i s . All t hr ee of these crises ar e inter - related and yet a ll 

of one p i ec e . Tomor r ow ev eni ng I will try to make a little s ense 

ou t of t hem for you ; so till then , goodnigh t . 
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No 141 Congo Crisis 2 

E\,1 s COMlv1 I TARY 
For transmi s s ion on 
Wednesday Au ust 10 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaki ng 

Good evening : When the Congo became independent on June 30th 

of this year it was organised on Federal lines . Each of the 1XXE 

provinc es h ad it own government with powers to pass laws on x:ti 

specific matt ers ; but power s to deal with al l matt er s a ffecting the 

whole country r ema ined with the central government . Aft er much 

politica l barga ining Mr . Lumumba bec ame Prime Minister of t he 

c entra l government and Mr. Kasavubu became Presi ent . By thi s time 

t he mess in the Con o had already s t art ed . There was a breakdown 

in t he ar my and in the civil administrations . The Bel gi ans were 

leaving the country in wild panic and so l d i ers were roaming the 

streets as l awl ess bands . rr- . Tshombe, the Pr i me Minister of 

Kat anga looked at t h i s and decided he wanted no part of it , and 

s t art ed his secessionist movement . The Bel g i ans supported Tshombe 

with an a r my of 15,000 men . Lumumba ca lled in the United at ions 

and want ed t he United ations to send troop s i n to UE Katanga to 

force Tshombe t o submit t o t he c entra l government . Tshombe warned 

t hat he would fi ght if the Uniter, Na tions s ent in troops . This l eft 

t he United Nations out on a limb . I f they went in it mi ght l ead to 

bloodshed; i f they d i dn ' t go in t h ey would los e face . In the end 

the Unite~ at ions ca ll off t heir proposed entr y into Ka t an a . 

Immedita ely t his happened , Lumumba aecus ed the Unit ed a tions of 

p l ay i ng Bel gi um ' s game . Kwame 'krumah of Ghana s a i d he was pr epar ed 

to send troops to the Congo and that Ghana and t he Congo would be 

prepar ed t o fi ght a lone against t he Be l g i ans and anybody e ls e . At 

t h i s point Russ i a stepped in and accus ed t he Be l g i ans of trying to 

reimpos e t heir i mp rialism on t he Con o . Then , wh ile Prime Minis t er 
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Lumumba was vi s iting the United Sates and parts of Afri ca l as t week , 

President Kasavubu ' s dominant Abako party pass ed a vote of no­

confidence in Lumumba!s government. They s a id Lumumba was unable 

to ensure t he s ecurity of the country . They sent a t e l egram t o the 

Security Council of t h e United Nations saying t hat the only way t o 

solve the Congo crisms was to set up a seri es of independent Con go 

states each of which would be completel y self - gover ning in a ll 

mat t ers bu t having links with each other. In other wo r ds , President 

Kasavubu now want s to see the powers of t he centra l government either 

drastically r educed or complet el y aboli shed . On top of t h i s the 

Youth Movement of Kasavubu ' s party has also asked t he Unit ed Nations 

to withdraw Ghana ' s troops fro m the Con o as they wer e i nterferi ng 

in t he int ernal affairs of t he Congo . 

So there you have it and t he Congo situation ada.s up to just 

about t he b i ggest mess to be found anywhere in t he world today . But 

to t hose who want to condemn the Congolese I would say : remember 

t he background which led to t h i s situation . It i s a background 

creat ed by t he most ruth l ess i mp eria li sm of t he 20th century, t hat 

of t he Belgians . And what of t he future? 

I t hink if the government of Patrice Lumumba falls the Congo 

might s tart back on t he ro ad to peac e and order . Kas aw bu sounds as 

t hough he h as more of an i dea of how to gobern . At present the ma ch i ne 
. 

of government has complete l y bro ken down . Only in Tshombe~ Katanga are 

t h ings orderly and peac efu l . To he l p solve t he Congo problem is 

going t o demand a ll t he skill and patienc e o f the Unit ed a t i ons ; 

and it i s going to be a long and har d job . I hope Khrushchev does 

not mes s it up too ba dly . Goodnight . 
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No 142 KS C Estimates Cut & Pr~ Relief 

EWS COM ENTARY 
For transmi ss ion on 
Thur sday August 11 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Pet er Abr ahams sp eaking 

Go od ev ening : I should like to r eturn to t he question of t he 

cut of t he poor r elie f money pai d to the more t han 800 paupers on 

t he Ki ngs ton and St . Andrew Corpora tion ' s poor r eli ef r egist er . 

You will r emember t hat it was on Saturday July 30th t hat I first 

t alked about t h is . I told you then t hat t he oor Reli ef Committ ee 

of t he K. S .A. C. h ad decided on this cut because , t hey sai d , government 

h ad cut t he ir est i mat es by £3 , 000 . You will a l s o r emember I told 

you tha t t he maxi mum any person on poor relie f could get h ad been 

30/- a week and that had now been cut to 1 a week . You will 

rec a ll t hat I expressed the vi ew t hat cuttung such a small sum by 

one- t hird seemed to me a dr eadf u lly heartless act . Surely , I said 

t hen , cuts could have and should have been made elsewher e . 

!ell , I am now r e t u r n i ng to the sub j ect because of s omet h ing 

said by the Mayor , Councillor Frahk Spaul din, a t t he Corpora tion 

Cou oil ' s monthly meeting on ~ nday o f this week . t t hat meet ing 

the ayor moved t he suspens ion of t he St andin Orders to make a 

statement on t he Corpora tion ' s Estimates for t he year 1960- 61 . 

Mr . Spaul d ing t hen went on to say tha t f a r f rom cutting t he 

money vot ed f or t he Corpora tion t h is year , Gover nment h ad given it 

40 , 000 pounds more t han it had l ast year . For t h i s year , Mr . Spau l dirg 

s a id , t he Counc il had asked government for £91 , 749 more than it 

r eceiv ed l as t year . Government h d not given the Council a ll the 

add i tiona l money it as ked f or; but gover nment had g iven it £40 , 000 

more t han it got l as t year . So the i dea that gover nment had a ctua lly 

cut the K.S .A. C. s money i s not corF·ect . 
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Havi ng dea l t with that , . Spau l ding t hen went on to exp l a in 

t he posit ion of t h e money f or poor r e lief or, as th y call it (and 

I h a t e the word) fo r paupers . Las t year, Mr . Spauld i ng said , t he 

Council p l anned to send £72 , 000 on poor reli e f . But a t the end of 

t he y ear t hey found t ha t t hey had over - spent th i s amount by £6 , 000. 

In other words , t hey budget ed f or £72 , 000 but ended up spending 

£78 ,000 . So, th is year, t hey budge t ed f or £78 , 000 . They asked for 

£6 , 000 more t han they asked for 1 s t year . But government only gave 

them £3 ,000 more . The i mportant point to r ememb er i s t hat 

gover nment has g iven t hem £3 ,000 more t h i s year t han t hey got l as t 

year . Thi s yea r t hey will get 75 , 000 pounds f or poor r elief instead 

of t he 72 ,000 pounds t hey got l a s t y ear . But l a s t yea r t hey spent 

£6 , 000 more t han t hey got . And l as t yea r gover nment s t epped in and 

helped t h em ou t with t h i s £6 ,000 t hey ha d over s pent . Now, if they 

s1 end t he same amount of money on poor relief whi ch t hey spend l a s t 

year t hen t hey will be out by £3 ,000 . The r e you ha ve the ar i t hmetic 

of t h is whole business . And I suppose it i s to cover t h i s £3 ,000 

t hat t hey would be shor t that they have dec ided to cut t he maximum 

poor r eli ef paid by one- t hird . 

But whatever t he arithmetic, I still t hink this t hing i s wrong 

and should not happ en . Let us f a ce it: we h ave just r aised t h e p y 

of t he polic e and wag es ar e going up all around us . But the weakest 

and poores t are having the ir meagr e i n come cut . I frankly don't 

like it . We ar e supp osed to b e a civilised community , not a jungl e 

in which t he weak are t h rown to the wolves and only t he strong ar e 

cared f or . 1y consci ence r evolts against the cut i n poor r elief . I 

Hope yours does too •. . .. Goo d.ni ght. 
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No 143 k net Bu s Co & ura l T-ransport 

EWS 00 1-P'l TARY 
For t r an s mi s sion on 
Friday ugust 12 a t 6 . 15p . m 

et er Abrahams speaking 

Good even i ng : Peopl e who live i n Ki ngston or in one of t he 

other b i g citi e s of our i s l and , and peop l e who go about i n car s 

x~ t end not to t h i nk of t he f act t hat XNE a v ery gr eat ma j ority of 

J amaicans do not live in big cities and do not go about in car s . 

The va s t ma j or ity of the c i tizens of J ama i c live i n t he count r y 

ar ea s; an d t h e vast ma j or ity of J ama ica ' s ci t i zens do not own car s . 

He s ometimes t end to forget these t wo ver y i mportant f a ct s . And s o 

we a r e not a l ways as aware a s we shou l d b e of just h ow i mportant 

r u r al tr n sport i s t o t he ma jority of ou r peop l e . Jow, sudden l y , t h e 

i mportanc e of r ur a l t r anspor t has b een brough t home t o u s i n a mos t 

distur b i ng manner . 

To day is the day on which the agnet Bus Co mpany , one of our 

most i mportant r u r a l transport organisat ions , i s pay i ng of f a ll it s 

workers . The company gav e t wo weeks ' no tic e to it s st a f f of driver s 

and ot her s t a f f on J u l y 30th . The notice perio d ends today and a 

number of driver s , mechanics , of fi c e and ma intafuenc e s t a ff will be 

unemp loyed . And one of our most i mportant r ur a l transport sys tems 

l ooks lik e comi ng t o n end . 

The s tory b eh i nd t h i s i s one of t he s i mp l es t and a t t he same 

time on e of t he mos t comp l i cat ed pro bl ems in l abour r e l a tions . It 

i s s omet h ing wh ich I t h ink we ought watch car eful l y becau s e I t h i nk 

it i s s omet h i ng we ar e go ing t o ha ve to f ace aga i n i n the fu t ur e . 

Bu t l et me t ell you t h e outline s of t he s t or y . 

he worker s a t the agn et Bu s Comp any are r epr es en t ed by t he 

Bu s t amant e Indus tr i a l Tr de Union . A lit t l e time ba ck t her e wa s 
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d i spute bet ween t he union and t he company over wag es and con itions 

of work . The t wo part ies cou l d not s ettle the d i sput e by t hemse lves 

and s o it was t aken to an ar bitration t ribuna l headed by Dr . Rawl e 

Farley of t he Univer s i t y College . The tribunal went i nto t he whole 

matter and t hen came ou t with an awar d in favour of t he worker s . 

The awar d established t he princip le of an eight - hour wor k ing day . 

It said t hat any time worked over t he eight hours must b e pa id f or 

as overtime . It sa i d t hat t he worker s should get doub l e - time p y on 

Sunday s and on public h ol idays . Ther e a r e a l s o other conditions 

such a s l odgi ng and subsisten c e a llowances . Now ~11 of t hese seem 

to me extremel y r easonab l e conditions . Our work ers ar e ent it l ed to 

decent wages and decent conditions of work . 

The troub l e is Mr . Bromley Johns on of t he Magn et Bu s Co mpany 

says he jus t cannot afford to carry on i f he i s to fulfil t hese 

conditions . The rura l bus oper ators ar e still charing the same 

far es a s wer e char ged in 1, 37 . In thes e cond itions t her e i s no t h ing 

e l se for him to do but g ive notic e to h is worker s and sell out his 

buses . The union has protes t ed bitterly about t h i s . But l et us f a ce 

it: jus t ~s we cannot , in a free socie t y , f orc e a wor ker to carry 

on with a c er t a i n job i f he does not want it , s o we cannot forc e an 

employer to carry on with a bu s i nes s whi ch he fin~ unprofitab l e . 

Mr . J ohnson has ever y right in t he wor l d t o clo se down i f he want s 

to . Our p r oblem i s t h i s : I t h i nk t he workers 1 c laims ar e just but 

1 • Johnson cannot meet t hese claims so he ' s closing down . The other 

rural bu s oper a tor have said t hey too mi ght h ve to close down 

i f t he same cla i m i s made on t hem . So wher e do we go f rom her e? 

I will try to look a little deeper into the matt er to morrow; so 

till t hen , goo dni ght . 
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No 144 Magnet Bus Co & Rural "'"':'ansport 2 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday ugust 13 at 6 . 15 p . m. 
Peter Abraha.ms speaking 

Good evening : From what I t old you about the dispute 
between t h e Magnet Bus Company and the B. I . T. U. as well as 
about the award handed down by the Tribunal, you will see 
that we are f aced with a very real problem as far as our 
rural transport is concerned . As I told you las t night , 
I think that the awaxd made by the Tribunal was very reas onable . 
On the other hand , no r eas onable pers on can quarrel with 
Mr . Bromley Johnson ' s view that since he cannot afford the new 

co sts he i s going out of busi ness . Businessmen are not in 
business to lose iloney any more than workers work f or no pay. 
This then is what you might call a. e.illema. 

Now as I see it/ there are three aspects to this problem. 
Firs t and mnst important i s the aspect of transport for our 

people in the country areas . Mxxxoc~o~NM Magnet is t he second 
largest ~ transport operator in Jamaica. It operate s 

27 route s throughout the I sland . The se wi~½ome to an end . 
What is going to happen~ to the people ~ e~ transport 

ll 
along these 27 routes? and if the other rural tra:a.sport companies 
do what Magnet is doing wild go out of business , how are our 
citi zens going to travel? To me thi s is the most important 
of the three aspects . I thi nk it is no u s e blaming Nir . Johnson 
and hi s company for not wanting to 011Er ate at a loss . And I 
cer t 2inly think that with the general ri s e in ~'t' we would 
be unre asonable not to expect the workers to want the increases . 

But when t hat has been said we are still face d wi th a very 
serious probl em that the majority of Jamaicans , would not own 
cars and would not live in cities are going to suffer . 

The second aspect of t hi s problem is that of labour relations 
and the workers attitude to the employer . It seems to me that 
thi s is a problem which we will have to face« increas ingly in 
t h e future . The relationship between the wor ker and his employer 
shoul d be something like a partner ship for pro sperity. I n a 

partner ship both sides share the re sponsibi lity for s eeing 
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that a businews flourishe s . Thi s i s as much in t he intere s t 
of t he worker as it i s of t he employer . The bigger the profits 
the employer make s the bigger the share of tho se profits the 

worker can demand . If on the other hand the employer makes 

no profit or makes such a small profit that he cannot meet 
all his expen ses and still have a little left over, then any 

demand from the worker which hi s expense s greater than his 
income is bound to lead to his giving up his business . And this 

of cours e, benefits nei§her nor emplo;yer nor in the long run 
the country. In the case of the Magnet Bus Company bo th the 

employer , the worker, and the public at large are going to suffer 

because this :xe:~ aspect of t he problem seems not to have 
been t aken i n to consideration. What I am really saying is 
that our workers have as great an interes t in the succe ss of the 

business for which t hey work as have the employers . Thi s is 
s ome thi ng we do no t always re alise. I think for t he future 

well-being of t he country it i s i mportant that we do realise it . 
I think our workers must f ace the fact sooner or later their 

wages must be related to t h e quality and quantity of their work . 
Wages must sooher or later be tied to productivity. Jus t as it 

would be wrong for any employer to make big iiiiii:Ji~h~fi pay low 
wages so it would be wrong for any worker to demand ngu% wages 
and give a poor and l ow output in labour . I think this aspect 
of labour relations, i s one which our unions will h ave to face 

s oon if .tii~ are not to have a serious problem in the future . 

The third aspect whi ch this Magnet Bus s ituation high-lights 
is the straightfor ward problem of rural tran sport in Jamaica. 

I am not Mcsatisfied that Government has given this problem 
the seri ous consideration it deserves . If thi s i s an e ssential 
service then it should be tre ate d as an essential service . 
Government should give x t s elf powers to regulate such a service . 
If the service i s going to be handled by private concer n then 
it is Government ' s business t o work out fari r ates which will 
ensure t he operators a decent profit and the wor kers a decen t 

wage instead of only stepping in when there i s a labout- dispute . 
I hope the whole r uDal transport problem will now be properly 

lookea at . 
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0 145 I .. Cyprus Independence 

NEWS co~ E T y 
For trans mi ss ion on 

onday August 15 a t 6 . 15p . m 
et er Abr hams speaking 

Good even i ng : You h ear d ove r your r adio s and read in your 

p per s t h i s morn ing t h a t t he independent r epublic of Cyprus came 

into b e i ng t his morn i ng . Many of us in J a ma ic a have a specia l 

r eason f or b e ing int er ested in Cyprus because it was f rom here that 

the man who fiNaXXJ contributed s o l a r ge l y to solving the Cyprus 

prob l em went . 

When Sir Hugh Foot, one of t he most popular Governors J amaica 

ha s ever known , left u s to beco me Gover nor of Cyprus , t h t little 

i s l and was i n t he grip of a terrible vio lence , and terroris t 

murders happened a l most dai l y in its s tr eet s . Many peop l e her e f ear ed 

for t he life of Sir Hu gh and h i s f amily , nd the whole posit ion 

looked utterly hopeless . Few peop l e could see any end , any way 

out of the dreadful crisis . The r e l a tions bet ween Brita in nd 

Cyprus were hopel ess . The a ttitudes of the Greek and Turkish 

Governments d i d noth ing to ease the s itua tion . Thing s looked even 

ugli er then than doe s the pr esent Congo s itua t ion . L wr ence Durell, 

t h t v ery f ine English writ er and poet, wrote heart - breaking 

book on Cypr us ca lled Bitt er Lemons , in wh i ch a ll t h e tragic hoDr ors 

c me live . Brother fought g ins t brother; old f ri ends beca me 

enemi es f or r easons they d i d not quite under t sand ; and t error ist 

r my c me down f ·om th e mounta ins fro m tim to time to de s troy 

and burn and kill . Young English sold i ers were murder ed without 

quite knowi ng why becau se th y d i d not see t hems lves a s conquerors 

but r a t he r as fri ends of the peop l e , there to k ep the peace . 

rchb i shop Makario s, l eader of the Greek Cypr iot s was exiled . 

But tha t di d not s top the Violence; hews brou t back g inf 
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but still that di d not help much . And then Sir Hugh Foot w s sent 

to Cyprus . 

Gradua lly he brought ca l m to t he i s l and; and over a period of 

time he persu ded Greek and Turkish Cypriots to co me to the conferenc e 

t ab l e to talk out t he ir problems ins t ead of try i ng to settle them 

with guns . And I a m sure Sir Hugh a l s o persuaded the British GovernmEit 

to revise its outlook on many matters . And s o today Cyprus i s 

independent and violence seems to have come to an end . 

Cyprus is bout a t housand square miles sma ller than J a maica . 

By our s t andards it is v ery t hinly populated: it has a little over 

half million peop l e . 80% of thes e are of Greek orig in and 20% of 

Turkish orig in . Back in the 1800s Cypru s was colonly of Turkey . 

The Greek Cypriots have a l ways r egarded themselves as part of Greece 

and much of t he violence of r ecent years was because they wanted 

Cypru s to become a part of Gr eece . The Turkish Cypriots on the other 

hand, feared this and wante no part of it . Britain first took over 

t he running of Cypru s from t he Turks in 1878 and annexed her at t he 

outbr ea k of t he f irst world war . She became a Orown Colony of Britain 

in 1925 and t he disturbanc es began soon after . In 1955 t hese d i s turbcmc e 

grew so bad that an emergency was declared . And now, on Augus t 15th , 

1960 , thanks l a r gely to the skill and t he patienc e and t he courage 

of Sir Hugh Foot, Cyprus i s an independent r epublic among the free 

nations of the world . ;ay her future be more pea c eful and more 

prosperous than her troubled pa s t was . Goodnight . 
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0 146 ysal and & Hugh Fn ot 

EWS CO y 
For tr nsmi s s ion on 
Tuesd y Au gus t 16 a t 6 . 15p . m 

e t e r brahams speaki ng . 

Good evening : Last n i ght I told you about Cyprus and the l ong 

and b lood - sta ined ro 1P..d it h d jo travel b e fo re it b ecame an i ndep endent 

r epublic yes t er day . I a l s o told you of the part Sir Hu gh Fo ot p l ayed 

in t he co mi ng of peace and f r eedom t o Cyprus . Well , indpp end en ce i n 
~ 

Cyprus means Foot ' s j ob i s ov er nowo So what next f or h i m? Wher e will 
~ 

he go next ? Wh a t will h e do n ext? I t h ink t h i s i s important becaus e 

we c n now f a irly look on Si r Hugh Foot as so meone t he Americans 

mi ght des cr i b e as ' Br i t a in ' s number on t rouble - shoot er ' f or h er 

colon i a l pr ob l ems . A ' trouble- shoot er ' xis man s ent ou t espe c i a lly 

t o deal with a ll t h e most d i ff icult , tr i cky and hopel ess - look i ng 

s itu a t ions . So where Si r Hugh Foot i s sen t next could we ll mean t hat 

t he Brit i sh Gover nment t h i nks t hat p l a c e mi ght be i n f or troub l e . 

e l l , it has been decided t h t Sir Hugh next job will be t h a t 

of Governor of ~:sadar:mi yasal and ; s o a f ir cone l us ion to dr aw 

woul d be t hat MJxxaixNm t he Coloni a l Of fic e t h i nks Nyasal cnd h as 

s ome tri cky p roblems ahead of i t , and tha t t he Colonia l Off i c e hop es 

that Sir Hugh Foo t wi ll dea l as succ essfu lly with h m a s he ha s 

dea lt with t h e prob er:1s of y_prus . 

let us sk ourselves what and where is Nysa laad? And w at ar e 

t e s r obl ems wh i ch VG led the Colon i a l Off ic e to ppo i nt ' ir 

u oot a s Governor? 

Nysaland i s t he smalles t country i r t ish Eas t fri ca . It h as 

37 , 000- 0dd squar e mi l e s but more t han ha f oft t is .ade up of 

Lake yaaa . The countr y i s like a long st r i ngbe with the lake 

runni ng through it s mi ddle . I t i s a beau t i fu l countr y , ountai n ou s 
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l ike our own J amaica and with lush nd f ertile green v l l eys . It h a s 

a popula tion of about 2 and three- quarter millions . Of t hese about 

5 , 000 a r e whit e and t he r est ar e b l a ck . For ever y one whi te p erson 

in the country you h av e about 600 bla ck peop l e bu t until two weeks 

ago 11 the rules wer e made by t h e litt l e wh i te mi nority . I t was t he 

li tt l e wh ite minority who decided t ha t Nyasaland shou l d become a 

part of t h e Cent a l African Federation i n 1953 . The Colonia l Off ic e 

pushed t h is t hrough a gainst t he oppos ition of the b l cks . The bla ck 

folk of yasaland wanted no part of t he Central fric an Federat ion 

bee u s e the other t wo members of t h e Federation - orthern and 

Southern Rhodesia - pr acti s ed r a cia l and colour polici es wh ich were 

no differen t from t he r a c i a l policies of South Afric a . But until t wo 

., weeks ago the i nterests of t he wh it es wer e more i mportant t han those 

of the b l acks . The change in outlook came about as the r esult of 

mounting violence by t he Afric ans wh ich l ed t o the i mpr isonment of 

Dr . Ha s tings Banda , the l eader of yasaland nat iona l i sm . When Mr . 

Ma c leod became Colonia l Secretary on e of the f irst t h ings he did was 

to release Dr . Banda and s t art d i s cuss ions on a new constitution . 

Just over a week ago t he new consitution was s i gned . Now t he f r icans 

wi ll have t wenty out of the 33 s eats in Legco. But the r eal power will 

rema in wit h t he Governor f or t he time being . And t he Governor will 

be Sir Hugh Foot . How he will dea l with t he fear s of the wh i t es of 

t he Rhodes i as an d ya sal and who h a t e to g ive up t h e ir pos ition as 

masters , and h ow he will deal with Dr . Banda ' s de~end for comp l e t e 

indep endence , i s something we will know over the next year oe t wo . 

One t h ing i s c ert a in : Sir Hugh Foot ' s new job is as challenging as 

any of the other tough j obs he has h andled in h i s brilliant ca r eer . 

And t h is one i s compl ica ted by shar p r acia l fears and r a cia l bitternEm 

bet ween b l a ck and wh ite in fric a . Goodnight . 
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I O 147 13 Years of Indi an . I ndependenc e 

EWS CO JTARY 
Fo r tran smi ss ion on 
1,\fednesday August 17 a t 6 . 15p . m 

et er Abrahams speaking 

Good eveni ng : On Ianday I told you about the Independenc e o f Cypru s 

and l as t night I to l d you about Sir Hugh Foot ' s new job i n Nyasal and . 

Tonight I want to ta~ bout the t hirteenth anniversary of t he ::lmB 
. 44, ~.. ~ 6., ~ It. 4M/,_ 

independence of Indi a n know that t he~~ are s ome of you who a r e 

not interes ted in what goes on i n the out s i de world and who would 

perfer me to t a l k only about loc a l issues . Loc a l issues a r e very 

i mportant; t hey affec t our day-to - day living . Int ernational i ssu es, 

on the other hand , seem f ar away and none of our bus iness . So I can 

understand tho se of you who get a little tired of international 

issues and who only want to h ear about loca l i ssues . But I think 

t hose of u s who t hink in t hi s way a re wrong . I t h ink i nternationa l 

i ssu es a r e very much more important than we s ometime s realise . How 

and how much of our sugar and ban anas and citrus we sel l to m rkets 

abroad i s often determined by what happens in politics and economics 

on the int er nationa l scene . The f act tha t we are selling a lot of 

our sug r to t he Unite St a t es and t hat we may be selling a lot more, 

i s the direct result of an int ernationa l politica l situation whi ch 

had not h ing to do with u s . The pric es and condition s under whi ch 

we will sell our sugar to ID.lrop e i n a f ew years time will l ar gel y be 

decided by t he r e l a tions between the sugar producing f rican s t a t es 

and t he European Common Market . So , although we may not s ee it clear:W 

a t first g lance , i nternational i ssues can aff ect u s very i nt i mate l y . 

I t h ink it i s i mportant for u s to try to under ttnnd wh tis going on 

in the gr eat wi de world outside our shores . But l et u s not t h ink of 

i t only in economic t er ms . We ar e a part of the world . And i f we want 

it to be a p eac eful and pro s p erous world , then we must a ll become 
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our brothers ' k eeper s . 

And I t h ink it is in t h i s i dea - t h e i dea of be i ng our br oth er s ' 

keepers in int ernationa l a ffa ir s - t hat Indi a has b een such a tower 

of s trength and such a bright exampl e of i nt erna tiona l mor a lity in 

politics s i n ce she ha s been an i ndep endent s t at e . 

Th e vo i ce of t h e gover nmen t of Ind i a ha s been t he voic e of 

r ea s on and toler anc e in internat ional aff airs . Of a ll t h e gover nment s 

of t he wor l d , the voic e of t he gover nment of Indi a was t h e fir s t 

to sp eak out clear ly and sh ar p ly and r easonabl y aga i ns t colonialism. 

Bef or e t he Afro- s i an bloc bec ame t he power it now i s i n t he Unit ed 

Nations , t he gover nment of Indi a , Fi rst x~ t h rough Kri shna Menon 

(who I am proud t o ca ll mt f ri en d ) , and t hen t hrough Mrs . PQ;ndit, 

spoke fo r a ll the colon i a l p eop l es ; and s poke aga i ns t all f orms of 

d i s crimi na tion • .And not only di d Ind i a speak : she act ed a s well . 

Hundreds of Afric ans got t he i r h i gher s chooling a t Indi an univers itjEB 

on f r ee s cholar sh i ps . e her e in J ama ica h ave ev er y r ea s on to b e 

proud of t he f act t ha t it was our government wh ich l aun ched t he 

boycott movement agai ns t t he r a cia l t yr anny of Sou t h Afr ica . That 

movement i s now echoin r ound t he world . But we mu st nev er for et 

t h a t it was t he government of Indi a t hat l ed t he way and pr epar ed t he 

ground by her year s of campai gn ing agains t tha t u gl y t yr anny . 

Throughout her p eriod of independenc e t he governmen t of India 

h as worked f or peace and underttanding a mong nation s and peop l es . 

Her leader s h av e brought a spir i t of t rue human ity into t he bu s i n es s 

of gover nment; and her pr es ence ha s made t he cold war l ess cold . 

I t h ink I ndi a ' s ehr u is the s anest , wi sest and mos t human poli t ica l 

l eader a live to day . And I t h ink it would do a ll of u s , our poli t i c i ans 

i nc l uded , a gr eat dea l of good t o know a lit tle more of Ind i a and 

what makes her such a mora l f orce in t he world t oday . Goodni ght . 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

War Dept Land Price& 
Internal Self Govt fo:t· W. I. 
Garvey's Birthday 

Thuraday August 18 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Yesterday was the 73rd anniversary of the birth 

ot Marcua Garvey. And the day before, Tuesday, was the day on which 

the government of the b~azasta West Indiea Federation achieved 

Cabinet Government and became fully re■ponaible for the running of 

the internal affairs of the Federation. And yeaterday we alao had 

a ■pecial aitting or the House of Representative• and heard the 
, Britiah 

depre ■aing newa that the/War Department had behaved in a manner 

more •uJ!_able for a ~lctlt apec~ and er s 2 z 

J., ~1~ alira~ ~ ~ ~~ .. £....C0Hae i uu1°1 , 

We in Jamaica have no national sporting atadium. In 1962 the 

Central American and Caribbean Game■ will be held in Jamaica. We 

will be the hosts for an important international ■porting even•. 

To put on the game& without diagracing ouraelvea we need to build 

a decent aporta atadium. But when the game■ are over the ■tadium 

would still be there and it weuld be for the benefit of all our 

people. The ideal aite for thia ■tadium government felt was a piece 
k twL- 4~rc,.f~ 

of land of aome aeventy i.edd acres now held by the War De•artment. 
,, ~ A 

Se government entered into negotiations to buy the land. The War 

Department waa prepared to ■ell but lt• price was fantastic. It 
i '), J. ,9 

~ wanted 't3-;-IOO an acre. And the attitude aeema to have been: You pay 
•j 

our price or leave; we are not coming down. Mr. Manley told the 
I\ 

House at yeaterday'a apec1al meeting juat how aordid and depre■aing 

the negotiation• were. I think the pri ce we, ,:e geing tp pay for 
.,,, ~ ct 8 ,~ 

~ thia land 1• fantaatic and I think the War Department hae wnk te 
~ ~ " 

>sa an alil: time le:vel e:r :low mercenary au,■ J1 &iruieme:w ln 1 ta dealing 
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with our government en th1a matter. Thia aort or thing makea fer 
bitterne■ a against Britain. 

Now let ua get on to aometh1ng a little more cheerful and les■ 

depreaaing. 

The coming of Cabinet government to the Federation on Tueaday 

of this week 11 a further atep toward■ political independence by 
Which 

the people• or the ten ialanda xu at preaent make up the Federation. 

It mean■ the end of the Council of State which waa the main body 

making policiea fer the Federal Government. Lord Hailea, the Governor-­

General, uaed to preaide at the meeting■ of the Council of State. 

And aa well as the Miniatera ef Government, the Federal Secretary, 

the Atterney-General and the Financial Secretary, alao attended and 

took part in deciding the peliciea of the Government. In other worda, 

a number of people who were not elecDed by the voter• of the Weat 

Indiea had a ahare in deciding ~he affair■ of the Federal Government. 

All this has now come to an end. Only our elected representative■ 

will new decide the internal policiea or the Federal Government. The 

Weat Indiea Prime Minister will preside over the Cabinet in place 

of the g.vernor-General. Thia 1a another important atep en the road 

to independence. 

And aow a brief word abeut Garvey. Were he alive now he would hM 

been 73 yeaterday. But even though thia great Jamaican 1• not with 

ua, the great liberating forcea he l et leoae are there for all to 1ee. 

The forward movement of the Negro people• in Africa, in America and 

in the ialanda of the Caribbean aea - theae are the great menumenta 

to the great liberating work of Marcua Garvey. He haa been called 

'The Black Moaea' becauae he freed our 1pirita and that led te the 

treeing of eur bod1ea. Garvey belongs to all h1Qtery. Goodnight. 
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Ne 149 Future of Rural Tr&n&T"..,,rt 

NEWS COMMffi"TARY 
For tranam1a11en on 
Friday August 19 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abra.ham■ speaking 

1· 
Geod evening: I 1hould like to ri'1rn to the 1ubJect of rural 

tranaport. But before I do•• let me g1Te yeu a little background 

to ahow you why I think thia rural tran■pert buaine1 ■ 11 ■o important 

to all ef u■• Yeu will remember that it waa exactly a week age, 

en Friday ef last week in fact, that I discuaaed with 1ou the problea 

preaented te u■ by the closing down ef the Magnet Bua Cempany. I 

teld yeu then that the Ta■t maJerity ef eur people lived 1n the 

country areas, net 1n the cities of eur island. I also told yeu 

that the people ®f the citiea often forget the fact that the 

everwhelming majerity ef the people in the country did net own cara. 

I said that theae were thing■ we did n•t eften think abeut. 
These ef ua who live 

/ XJI in the citie• and en the plaina have a large number er amenitiea 

which are denied te eur brother■ and ai■ter■ in the ceuntry parta. 

We have electricity: in very many caaea they de net. We have running 

water right inaide our homea: often eur ceuntry cou■ in has to carry 

9ater from a standpipe which may be more than a mile away from hia 

New the aocial implication■ ef theae twe very aimple fact■ can 

be very far•reaching. Let us just think ef them. In the heuse where 

there 1 ■ electricity, there 1• light. Our children er we euraelyea 

can read 1n the evenings without s~r~ining eur eye■; an2-._ .1_t .. "!~ _ . \ 
{ .,.,. _ ..,., • ~ ?l~ ~ J 

breaden eur mind■• Then there ia the radio to keep us in touch with 
I\ 

what ia happening everywhere in our country as well a1 in the outside 

world. We are not cut off and iaolated. Because ef having electriciv 

we are 1n touch with all the life of our oeuntry and all the idea■ 
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that are ahaping it■ future. Electricity g1Te■ ua that wenderful 

knewledge of being in teuch with thinga. But where there 1a no 

electricity we are out ef touch. The world is far away. Hardly any ef 

the ideas ahap1ng our country ever reach ua, and we develep a aen■e 

er being ■ eparated, of being out of teuch. Thi■ 1a part ef the 

reaaon why there is still thia wide gulf between the peeple ef the 

plains and the peeple of the hills. It 1• for thie reaaon that aeme 

people still talk about the 'two Jamaicaa'. And I am sure that it wae 

awareneaa et thia that made gevernment bring in the law that every 

village with 500 people er mere sheuld have electricity. We want ene 

Jamaica and we want all ef that Jamaica te be in teuch with thing■• 

Simple thing■ like electricity and running water in the house take 

en a new meaning when we aee them 1n thia light. They help te bring 

the plainsfelk and the hilltelk together as one clean and healthy 

people, well informed and in teuch with thinga, jeintly shaping a 

better future. 

I think rural transport is quite as 1mpertant as aemething te 

bring eur peeple tegether and help create one unified ■ociety. It 

is impertant fer eur aeciety that the ceuntryman ahould be able te 

visit the city eaaily and enjey what it haste effer and then ge 

heme easily with the knowledge that contact 11 eaay and that he er 

she is net cut eff from thereat of the country and the werld. Fer 

theae reasons I think it is 1mpertant fer eur authorities nett• let 

the rural transpert system g• en being as mesay as it new 1 ■• I 

eheuld like te ■ee a fair and rea■onable f ~ achiae given te one 

respenaible cempany, which, while making reasonable profits, will 

aerve the beat 1ntereats er all Jamaicans. For the majority of our 

people goed rural tran•pert is quite aa impertant as electricity 

and running w~ter in the heuae. Geodnight. 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

Rastaa & Ghana D1pjemat 
New £5 N•tea 

Fer tranemisaien en 
Saturday August 20 at 6.lSp.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Ge•d evening: Meat er yeu whe were 1ntereated in deing se mom 
have, I am sure, by new read the repert en the Ras Tafrian Mevement 

prepared by three uniTeraity achelars and published at the beginning 

ef this m•nmh. This repert haa, I am very glad te say, had a very 

wide sale; and I think a large number et peeple new knew a great 

deal mere abeut the Rasta movement than they did befere the repert 

came out. I hepe the Rastaa themselvea have read this repert and 

I hepe they have thought about it. I have already commented •n that 

repert at great length in three broadcasts so I de net propese t• 

•• se again. Instead I want to comment en a few aspects o{ the 

attitude• of ••me Raataa aa they have struck me. I think that what 

I have said about the Rasta movement before is enough pre•f that 

I de not start out with any prejudices against the brethern. On 

the other hand I think the brethern must be teld when they are 

behaving badly and irrespensib1y. 

I was Tery disappointed and very angry toe when the official 

Rasta delegatien which was aupposed te see the Premier did net turn 

up for their appointment with him on Wedneaday. T• me this amacked 

ef an off-handed and almest contemptuous attitude to the first 

citizen of this island. I did not like it one little bit. It waa 

rude and it waa bad-mannered and Mr. Samuel Brown's atatement t• 

the press did not make things any better. To say tha.t t he ir plans 

suffer ed a setback, perhaps through•• a miaunder•aanding between 

themselvea and Mr. Manley or perhaps for other reasons, is in my 
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epinien to aay nothing. If they c•uld net aee Mr. Manley s. at the 

appointed time they ceuld haTe get a message t• him. Or if they 

ceuld not get a message te him Mr. Samuel Brown as their spekeaman 

ceuld haTe apelogised in hia statement to the press instead ef 

sounding eff as though he were a little tinged. I think the 

brethern ah•wed Tery bad manners in this business of net keeping 

their appointment with the Premier; and aa aome•ne from Africa I can 

tell them one thing and it 1s this: the Africans regard good manners 

as very impertant and this sert •f behavi•ur will net get them 

very far if they get t• Africa. 

But it is not enly the pe1nt •f goed manners that has upset me. 

Aa Premier lfr. Manley is the symbol of the people of this country. 

To insult or be rude or te be diareppectful t• the Premier ef this 

ceuntry is te insult •r be rude or be disrespectful to all the peeple 

ef this ceuntry. 

Seme er you may remember that ••me Raataa also ah•wed a a1milar 
diplomat 

vein ef bad manner• when a Ghana/told them some hard facts about 

Africa on Thursday ef last week. This 1s not geed enough. I weuld 

advise my Rasta friends to think carefully ab•ut this. If they want 

to be reapected then they must give respect t••• It would suit their 

beat intereata. 

One last word: At the end ef this menth all your old brown £5 
r;--~I.., ~o---~ r..t:.u, k ~ to ~ e (I._ eJ' a -t-.J, 

notes will beceme no good. So if you have any hidden away take them 

eut and have them changed. Or, better still, put them into a savings 

bank. Geedn1ght. 
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- No 151 Lumumba & Hammarskjold 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday August 22 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I think we should take another look at the Congo; 

but I think we should look at it from a completely different angle 

this time. We know the Congo is 1n an awtul mess, and I have tried 

to explain the history behind this mess to you 1n a number of previoU1 

commentaries. I told you tgat a very great share of the blame for the 

present Congo situation must be placed squarely on the Belgians who 

in nearly one hundred years of their colonialism did nothing to 

help prepare the Congolese for independence. They milked the country 

dry and gave its people no training for future responsibility. All 

this I have told you. 

Now the Congo situation has entered a new and very dangerous 

phase. And this new phase has brought the whole African continent 

smack into the centre of the cold war. But it has done more than 

that, it has created a very acute crisis situation inside the United 

Nations, and the danger of this cannot be over-estimated. 

You will remember that it was Mr. lumumba himself who, as Prime 

Minister of the Congo, invited the United Nations to send troops into 

the Congo. Mr. lumumba's government could not keep the peace in 

the country so he asked the world orsanisat1on to help him to do so. 

The United Nations is made up of practically all the independent 

nations of the world. All the races of mankind are members of the 

United Nations. The result is that United Nations forces are men of 

all races and colours, working together as one team of equals whose 

duty it is to maintain peace and order wherever they are sent. It was 

such a force that was sent to the Congo at Mr. lumumba'e request. 
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There were black and brown soldiers from the Atr6-Asian group of 

nations and there were white soldiers from the European and American 

nations. And straightaway something became clear and that was that 

Mr. wmumba was trying to divide the United Nations forces along 

racial and colour lines. First Mr. lllmumba wanted the United Nations 

forces to be used according to his orders. He demanded that Mr. 

HaJIIllarskjold, the United Nations Secretary-General, ordered the UN. 

forces to go into Katanga and force that region to submit to Mr. 

wmumba. When Mr. HammarskjQ)ld refused to do this Mr. lllmumba 

accused him of being a tool of the Belgians and of white imperialism. 

lllmumba then threatened to call in the Russians if the U.N. would 

not do his dirty work for him. Guinea, which can by now be described 

as a Russian satellite, backed up Mr. lllmumba's stand. And for a 

while it looked as though Ghana was going to do so too. And then, 

over the weekend, Mr. Lumumba demanded that all white United Nations 

troops be withdrawn and only coloured troops remain in the Congo. 

So there you have it. The United Nations is facing a very tricky 

situation because Lumumba is trying to divide it on racial lines. 

It is a line that tempts some of the free African states. If this 

racial line succeeds the United Nations organisation might be so 

badly split that it might collapse. And if that happened the uneasy 

peace in the world might also collapse. And all this has been brought 

about by a man who seems to me to not understand the implications of 

what he is doing. I think Patrice lumumba is the most irresponsible 

African who has achieved leadership so far. Our best hope is that 

his own people will take this power from him before he brings real 

tragedy to them - and to us. Goodnight. 
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.. No 152 Perspective in the ~rews 

NE.WS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday August 23 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I wonder how many of you remember the ne•spaper 

headlines of the weekend that has just passed. I only remember them 

because I have the Q papers in front of me. On Saturday the Gleaner's 

main headline was: "Powers Gets lO•Year Term". The next most 1mportart. 

one was: "Lumumba Demands all white U.N. troops quit". And below that 

we had: "Russians Orbit Animal Ship". There were a number of others 

but these were the main ones for Saturday's Gleaner. 

In Sunday's Gleaner there was a barmer story reading: "Rastas 

tell Manley £20 million was given :for ex-slaves". But the main 

headline for the day read: "Soviet dogs back alive". And events in 

the Congo again took a prominent place. As I told you, I can only 

tell you about these headlines because I have the papers in front of 

me. Unless we have the papers in front of us we :find it very hard 

to recall the weekend's headlines or even yesterday's headlines. 

So much is happening all the time, there is so much news, so much 

movement that things become blurred very quickly. We get a form of 

mental indigestion because too much is happening for us to take it 

all in and hold on to it and make sense of it all. 

For this reason it seems to me most important for us to try 

and bring some sort of perspective to our reading of the news. I thi!k 

that if we have a basic framework of reference within which to set 

the news we read it might make a lot more sense. Of course, having 

this framework does not mean that we will remember yesterday's 

headlines any the better. What I think it will do is help us to 

understand the story behind the forgotten headlines and that 1n turn 
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will help us to get a better underaaanding or the world in which we 

live. 

I have worked out a simple framework for myself in order to see 

the news in perspective. The first thing in my framework, and 

possibly the most important, has to do with what makes news. When­

ever I read of all the terrible things happening all over the world; 

when I read of violence and murder and revolution and war, I always 

remember that it is bad news which makes good newspaper stories. The 

bad news, the shocking and the disturbing news always reach the 

newspaper headlines. The good news - news of happiness, of pleasure, 

of people creating things instead of destroying them - that kind of 

news hardly ever makes the headlines. Any time there is an incident 

of racial discrimination or there are racial riots, the papers are 

full of them. But when there are no racial riots, when there are 

no incidents of discrimination we do not have headlines saying how 

well people of different racial origins get on together. If we 

remember this it gives us a perspective which makes our world not 

quite as ugly as the headlines sometimes lead us to believe. We will 

then know that beautiful and creative things are happening in spite 

of the news. 

Then there is this question of what value to place on the news. 

Here my judgement is very simple. I ask myself what do we gain by 

the Russians sending jogs into space? We gain knowledge of outer 

space; scientific knowledge ls great advanced, all of which is good; 

but wouldn't it have benefitted mankind more at present if both the 

Americans and Russians had used all those vast sums of money to fight 

hunger and disease and homelessness on this earth instead of shooting 

it out into space? •••• I hope you see what I mean by having a ~erepectivE 

on the newso •••• Goodnight. 
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No 153 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

Street Cleaning & M1nr·t's Future 
Newday on the KSAO 

Wednesday August 24 at 6.lSp.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I am glad to see that the conflict between Mr. 

George Minott, the Superin~endent of Public Cleansing,and the Kingstm 

and St. Andrew Corporation Council looks like being settled at last. 

I am sure all of you are as sick as I am of this wordy battle which 

has .been going on for so long. I am sure it will be a relief to 

all of us when the Muncipal Services Commission hands down its 

findings on the whole business. As things are now neither Mr. Minott 

nor the Council have done t heir duty by the citizens of keeping 

Kingston's streets clean. And Mr. Minott has blamed the Council and 

the Council has blamed Mr. Minott. And the poor long suffering 

citizens who pay taxes have been the real victims of this scrap. 

The whole street cleaning business has been a disgraceful blot on the 

good name of Kingston. 

Indeed, this whole business has brought the good name of Xingstcn 

into such disrepute that the August issue of Newday Newsmagazine 

has an editorial on Kingston under the heading: · "Kingston, a worsenirg 

dump" . This editorial invites the citizens of the Corporate Area 

to take a good look at the Corporation Council and to ask themselves 

a number of frank and honest questions about it. It points out that 

the Corporation has a staff of some 5,00 workers and that it spends 

roughly £2 million of the taxpayers' money every year. It goes on 

to say that the men and women who have been elected to run the 

Corporation for us are well-intentioned people but that their good 

intentions are limited by their abilities and by the po l itical system 
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under which they were elected. And so the city is declining. There 

is nothing, the magazine says, that the citizens of Kingston can be 

proud of. What,it asks, is the alternative to living in a declinpig 

city? 

It answers this question by suggesting that the citizens of 

the Corporate Area use the weight of their opinion to have the 

system changed. Instead of having the K.S.AC. run by elected men, · 

the magazinesx wants a small group of specially selected exper•• 

to run the Corporation for us in much the same way as a private 

business with a board of directors and a managing director. It says 

let us by all means have a mayor but let him be no more than a~ 

c1vi~ f1gurehead. 

Now I underatand and sympathise with ,li!wda1's impatience with 

the present mess in the K.S.A c. When things look bad we are all 

tempted to go after drastic rememdies. But I disagree with Newday 

all down the line. The Newday idea would strike death-blow at the 

principle of democratic local government. The road to democracy has 

been too long and too hard and too costly for us to throw it out now. 

In fact, I am convinced the Newday cure is worse than the Corporations 

sickness. There is nothing wrong with the system in itself. What is 

wrong is that the system has not been properly worked and part of 

the fault lies with us, the voters. We have the powera to demand 

that our elected representatives work the system better. If they 

don't we can throw them out with our votes. They are accountable to 
~ 

us. Let public opinion insist on ~--- our getting a proper service 

from our local authority. If we insist strongly enough we will get 

it. But to throw out the democratic systea itself would, I am sure 

be a terrible and dangerous mistake. Goodnight. 
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No 154 

NE.WS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

What do we offer the i~telligent 
Middle income t ourist 

Thursday August 2, at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: According to the iast report I saw our tourist 

industry is doing very well indeed. I have the impression that the 

Jamaica Tourist Board is doing quite a good job of attracting 

overseas visitors to Jamaica, and that every year more tourists 

come here to enjoy our sunshine, our good Northcoast beaches and the 

good service they get at our hotels. Of course, they pay for these 

things: and so a very great deal of money - especially North American 

money - comes into the country every year. I think this is as much 

as most of us know or care about the tourist industry. 

And of course, every now and then we have a Jamaican writing 

to the press complaining about some incident of tourist bad behaviour 

or about the way in which some Jamaican might try to fleece a 

tourist. You may remember that not so long ago one North coast 

gentleman wrote to complain of the semi-•aked state in which some 

tourist women paraded through the streets of Montego Bay. I think it 

is falr to say that those of us who benefit directly from the t ourist 

trade tend to approve of it; then there are others among us who do 

not approve of it. But I think the majority of us are frankly not 

interested. The majority of us couldn't care less whether we see 

tourists or not, so long as they don't interfere with our way of 

living. I do not think that many of us try to see things from the 

point of view of the tourists. And yet, it seems to me that the 

point of view of the tourists is something that should be important 

to us. After all, we are taking their money, and we are selling 

them the beauty of our landa and our services. And when they leave 

our shores and get back to their homes you can be sure t hat they 
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talk about us and about the quality of service we gave them and about 

the prices :kk we charged them. And so an t pinion is formed of us and 

our country. If the tourists have had bad and unhappy experiences 
their 

then the picture they paint form fellow countrymen and women will 

show us in a bad light. I think this is particularly true of the 

not-so-rich and intelligent tourists. 

I spent part of yesterday and last night with Just such a group. 

They were American Negroes, not very rich, and they had come here on 

what is known as a package tour as a group of about 25. These were 

intelligent people, mostly teachers, and they were extremely interestal 

in getting to know all they could about Jamaica. The leader of the 

group told me that when they visited Ghana last year they ate the 

native food of the country. Here in Jamaica on the other hand, no 

one had offered them any Jamaican foods. She wanted to know what our 

Jamaican dishes were and why our hotels did not offer them to touristE. 

Another lady wanted to know about our education system but none of 

the people concerned with the tour could tell her anything about it. 

They wanted to know kow the country people lived, how they earned 

their living, how they spent their spare time. And yet all these 

people will see will be a few selected spots in Kingston, our north 

coast hotels and beaches, and very little of the real Jamaica. Now it 

may be that this is what most tourists want. Maybe most tourists do 

want to eat the same food they eat back in the United States. But I 

honestly doubt it. I think the intelligent tourist really wants to 

taste our food and to know something about us and the ~ Y we live. 

At present we offer such tourists very little. Not all tourists come 

here only to laze about hotels and white sand beaches. Some come with 

a genuine desire to learn as well, and it 1e up to those who run the 

industry to cater to this desire and eo help better understanding 
among peoples. Goodnight. 
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No 155 Civil Servants goinP- on "Home leave" to Britah 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday August 26 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Four months ago, on the 8th of April of this year, 

I talked to you about what has become known as 'home leave' for our 

civil servants. 'Home leave' is the system by which civil servants 

in the higher posts of government can go to Britain or Europe every 

few years,uxxmn and have hie first-class ship or plane passage 

paid oum of public money. In other words we, the tax-payers, pay for 

this civil servant•, his wife and his children travelling to and 

from Ellrope 1n a style and luxury that very few of our people can 

afford.u When I told you about this in April, I told )ou the 

history of how this came about • . I told you that it was a hang-over 

from the old colonial days when only people from Britain held 

higher posts in the civil service. I told you that the :Englishman 

in Jamaica or 1n Africa or in India got 'home leave' because England 

was really his home, and also because in those days the Colonial 

Civil Servant was really a colonial master who got special and 

very superior treatment and privileges. But this, I told you, only 

applied to the :English civil servant 1n the colonies. The English 

civil servant in England, working among his own people, got none of 

this 'home leave'. When he got his two or three weeks leave it was 

as you and I do, with nobody paying his fare oa anywhere. Just as 

you and I have to pay for our own transport for that week at the 

seaside or in the country, so the :English civil servant in Britain 

has to today, no matter how senior his position. It is only when he 

goes somewhere on his government's business that his government pays 

his fare or passage. I also told you then that both Trinidad and 
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British Guianu had abolished this outdated piece of public 

extravagance, and that it was high time for us to stop this 'home 

leave' nonsense here. 

The reason why I have brought all this up again at this time 
/ ~ 

is because of the news from ~a•a rie e that the Federation of West 
' M. .;..4 ~~jtt,.,. ~ 4 

Indifli(I Civil Servants has just made a decision on the matter. The tJ......,~ 

..,.'.J1., " civil servants' organisation expresslf its concern at the moves 
A 

now taking place to get rid of this 'home leave' system. They want 

it to go on, and they want it to be restored where it has already 

been got rid of. I disagree with the civil servants completely on 

this matter. I think it is out of date and a r emind.er of t he old 

colon1 1 days : I t hink i t makes our civil servants too much of a 

special privileged class, and it makes for a division between the 

people and the public servant. We do not want public servants with 

the colonialist outlook of being our public master and as long as 

they get special privileges that outlook will remain. 

In place of 'home leave' I think a new system can be devised 

so that the most gifted among our public servants, those whose talents 

promise that they will make a real contribution to our society, so 

such people can get the benefits and experience of travel and study 

overseas. I am sure none of us would object to public money being 

used to further the skills of the best of our public servants. This 

would be a selective method and the country would benefit. The 'home 

leave' business iB indiscriminate. It is a waste of public money; 

it is an excuse for having a good time at the tax payers' expense. 

Not even the richest country in the world, the United States, t l a 

~ p~m pays the passages of its civil servants when they take 

holidays abroad. Certainly, we cannot afford it. Goodnight. 
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No 156 The Federal Scene: The Future of Grantley Adams 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission 51 
Saturday August 2~ at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: The sad aad messy Congo situation is unfolding 

very IIDJ.Ch as I feared it would. Lumumba has embarked on a military 

adventure which has brought new bloodshed to that unhappy land; and 

the agenda for the Pan-African conference which started in Leopold• 

ville on Thursday of this week is very disturbing. I think the idea 

of one African language to replace French and Ehgl1sh for dealings 

between African states sounds more than a little silly to anyone 

who knows anything about the hundreds of languages spoken in that 

vast continent. And the idea of a Pan-African police force to keep 

peace on the continent will be a long time coming. The great question 

which we will begin to see an answer to after this conference, is 

whether the independent states of Africa are starting out on a new 

anti-white, anti-Western path. But let's leave that for the present 

and look at developamnts nearer home. 

I think the next three months are going to be very dramatic and 

exciting on the Federal scene. All the straws in the wind suggest 

that a few surprises are in store for us before the year is out. 

I expect that the report - by the Working Party dealing with the 

economic problems of the Federation will be completed by the end of 

this month. And I shall be very surprised if this is not published 

for all of us to see. Then the government of Jamaica has promised 

that it will• put out a pamphlet explaining what it will cost us 

if we stayed in the Federation and what it will cost us if we decide 

to get out of the Federation and go it alone. This document is being 

prepared by Jamaica's Central Planning Unit and it will just give 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

us all the tacts without taking sides either for or against. I 

understand we w111 get this pamphlet a good t1me before the referendum. 

This, I think, will be very uee:f'ul to help us make up our minds and 

I am sure it is going to lead to quite a bit of argument. 

But perhaps the most exciting and the most controversial issue 

on the Federal scene is the question of the future of Sir Grantley 

Adame, the Prime Minister of the West Indies. It is an open secret 

that a majority of members in the Federal Parliament, both on the 

government side and on the Opposition side, would like to see Sir 

Grantley removed from the office of Prime Minister. Indeed, I know 

that the question of just how he is to be rewarded for his services 

has already been discussed and thought about. Rightly or wrongly, 

most Federal M.P.s seem to have lost confidence in Sir Grantley's 

ability to lead the Federation. They tend to blame him for all the 

weaknesses and faultsof the Federation. They feel that under a different 

leader the Federation might have done better than it has. And they 

make no bones about their feeling that ¥1'• Manley should have been 

that leader. At present the only person most Federal M.P.s feel 

would be acceptable as Prime Minister of the Federation is Mr. Manley. 

No one else. It was because of this feeling that there was so much 

interest in the meeting between Mr. Manley and Dr. Eric Williams in 

Antigua a fortnight ago. And last week even Sir Grantley hinted that 

there was a move to get rid of him. Will Sir Grantley fight the move? 

And will Mr. Manley answer the call? It looks as though Sir Grantley 

is getting ready to fight. And as for Mr. Manley, we know just how 

he can keep us guessing when he wants to. But I think the power moves 

have started and just how they are pl~yed out is going to make the 

Federal scene very exciting 1n the months ahead. Goodnight. 
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No 157 Barbados 011 Refinery~ Natural Gae supply 

NEWS COMMmTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday August 29 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: As the discussion on Federation and the forthcom­

referendum has gone on, one thing has struck me again and again. The 

thing that has struck is me is this: most of us, indeed, more than 

90J ot us, are so ignorant about the other islands of the West Indies 

that it is not funny. And our politicians have not helped to get 

over our ignorance. Instead of giving us solid information on which 

to base our judgements, they have fed us the usual party propaganda 

and to a greats extent many of them have only helped to confuse us 

instead of enlightening us. 

For instance, if we were to be asked what we know of Barbados, 

we will trot out a few standard answers. We will say - and we will 

try to turn it into a joke - that Barbados and Barbadians are more 

English than the ]hglish; we will say that Barbadians cannot be 

trusted. And 1f' we are pressed to give some solid facts instead our 

opinions, we will say that Sir Grantley Adams 1s the Prime Minister 

of the Federation and that Barbados is small and poor and backward. 

I think few of us will be able to go much further than that. A few 

bright ones among us might know that all of Barbados ls smaller than 

Kingston and St. Andrew. And since last week's census news some of us 

will know that there are almost twice as many people in Kingston and 

St. Andrew as there are in the whole of Barbados. That, I am reasonff>ly 

certain, is about as much as most of us will know. 

There are so many things about Barbados - and indeed about the 

other islands - that we do not know, that I think we ought to stop 

and think before we pass judgement on them. I think 1f we knew a 
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little more about these other islands and their achievements we 

would be a little less sure that we are the best of the lot and that 

we have nothing to learn or to gain from them. 

For instance, how many of us· know that Barbados has her own 

oil refinery? Very few people, I am sure. Well, it is a fact. 

Barbados has had an oil refinery for more than a quarter of a century. 

While we are only now planning our refinery the British Union 011 

Company of Barbados has been refining oil into motor gas and 

kerosene for so long that the people of Barbados have come to look 

on it as a natural part of Bajan life. And at the beginning of this 

year Barbados began work on a new refinery which is now on the point 

of going into production. 

But you might think this 1s an isolated thing so let me give 

you another example. Did you know that Barbados has been using 

natural gas for heating and lighting and cooking for between 30 and 
the majority of 

40 years. While/our people still use charcoal for their cooking 

the average Bajan turns on his gas tap, strikes a match and lights 

it, and there 1s clean fuel for cooking. This gas is piped in much 

the same way as our water is piped. Those of us who use gas here know 

just how high the price of gas is in Jamaica. In Barbados, on the 

other hand, the gas industry was nationalised 1n 1951 and the price 

of gas is extremely reasonable and within the reach of almost every 

Barbadian. There you are. Just two facts about Barbados which I am 

sure most of us did not know. And there are lots of other facts about 

many other islands that we do not know. And sometimes, in our 

ignorance, we think we are ahead of everybody else. This 1s not always 

so. Just as they can learn from us, so we can learn from them. But 

first, we have to know them a little better. Goodnight. 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 158 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 

OAS Resolution on Comnr '1st intervention 
in Latin America 

Tuesday August 30 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: You will remember that it was on Friday, July 291h, 

that I discussed the Monroe Doctrine and Latin America. I told you 

then that Cuba had taken her charge ot 'economic aggression' against 

the United States to the United Nations. The United Nations had 

decided that the Organisation of American States was best qualified 

to deal with this problem. You will also remember that I told you 

at the time that most Latin American countries had a sneaking 

sympabay for Cuba's defiance of the great United States, and that 

they were waiting to see Just what the United States did. I went on 

to say that Russia's Khrushchev had created a very tricky situation 

for the United States and that all he had to do was to wait to reap 

the benefits. But Khrushchev would not wait. He overplayed his hand 

kari b)I declaring that the Monroe Doctrine was dead. This, I told you 

at the time, was a big mistake. 

Just how big a mistake Khrushchev made has now become clear. 

On Sunday the representatives of the 21 member nations of the 

Organisation of American States passed a resolution condenming 

Russian and Chinese Communist intervention in Latin American affairs. 

The Cuban delegates walked out of the Conference, and one delegation, 

that of Venezuela abstained from voting. But the overwhelming 

majority voted for the resolution. And the Venaauelan delegate, it 

now seems, did not represent the view of his government when he 

abstained. This, then, was the clear answer to Mr. Khrushchev's 

statement that the Monroe Doctrine was dead. The Latin Americans 

have told him firmly and clearly that it is not dead; and that they 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



... 

2 

and they alone are the people who are going to decide whether the 

Monroe O:>ctr1ne is dead or not. I think Khrushchev' big mistake 

stemmed from the fact that he did not understand the fierce 

determination of the Latin Americans to be their own masters, to 

decide their own fate for themselves. If it had been Cuba or Mexico 

or any other Latin American country which had declared the Monroe 

Doctrine dead, the picture might have been different. But it was 

Khrushchev, the outsider; and whatever the Latin Americans felt 

about the United States they were not prepared to let any outside 

power decidet their policies for them. Also, they know that their 

freedom from outside aggression is gaaranteed by the Monroe 

Doctrine. And so, in spite of their sympathy for the Cuban 

revolution they have come out firmly against ma Russian and Chinese 

intervention in the region. 

But I think it would be a mistake to see this as a complete 

acceptance of u.s. policy. There is still a great deal of pro•Cuban 

and anti-American feeling, especially among the Latin American 

masses. Indeed, the u.s. Secretary of State, Mr. Herter, was forced 

to make a clear statement last week that the u.s. will not attack Cul:B. 

And what of the :ruture? I think the situation is less dangerous now 

than 1t was before the OAS meeting. The decision to break with the 

Domican Republic's dictatorship is a :rurther advance for democracy in 

the region. And the u.s.-Cuban conflict will simmer for a long time 

but will not, I think, lead to fighting on a serious scale. There was 

a time when it looked as though it might. Cuba has expressed her 

determination to maintain relations with communist states but it does 

look as though the communists will make any major inroads into Latin 

American just now. Goodnight. 
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Number of car on rot J 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday August 31 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: If you are a driver of a car and if you mu1 

have driven on the Red Hills road you will come to a corner where 

there is a big sign. On the sign is written: "Drive Carefully: We 

Love our C,hildren". I was thinking of that sign on Monday morning 

when I read the figures release by the traffic hpartment on road 

accidents for the month of July. Twenty-tive people were killed on 

our roads in July. This was fifteen more than the number killed 1n 

June. In other words in the month of July deaths from road accidents 

killed 150% more people than were killed in the previous month. 

Now these were 11v1ng,breath1ng, loving people like you and I. Among 

those who died last month were somebody's father. Perhaps the only 

breadwinner in the family. For all we know the lives of some children 

have been messed up completely because of one road accident: a happy 

child is suddenly without security and has to leave the school where 

he or she attended because daddy died in a car accident and there is 

no one to bring in the money to pay for school fees or pay for shoes 

or even to pay the rent. 

I think we all tend to gloss over these road accidents. We know 

it is bad; we know it is unfortunate; and every now and then we get 

shocked when it happens to someone we know rather well. But on the 

whole we do not seem to underatand the stark tragedy behind these 

acctndents. And so we deplore them and do little o• nothing about 

them. I think if each of us really tried to see IIUXDX ourselves 

or our l oved ones as the victims of these tragedies, we would want 

to do something more than stick a Pledge Safet y Driver tab on our cam 
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and then feel free to break all the rules. 

I think one of the main causes of our road accidents is sheer. 

thoughtlessness. Our regulation speed limit may be 30 miles an b1111r 

in built up areas: but you do not shoot past a bunch of kids playing 

on the side of the road at 30 miles an hour - if you are thoughtful. 

You know that a child might suddenly dart into the road. And being 

legally in the right is cold comfort when you see a battered little 

body lying in the streets. So slow down when you pass children; come 

to a crawl. Their lives are more precious than anything. Then there 

are the clever people who will always tell you what good drivers 

they are and who have to ovetake everybody else on the road, even 

around blind corners. These are the smart and boasty ones who, even 

if they don't kill, are responsible for many accidents in which 

others are killed. Too many of us become potential killers once 

we get behind that steering wheel Just because we do not think. 

Many of us think it clever to disconnect out stoplights. Many of us 

park without parking lights at night. Many truck drivers see it as a 

fine game to run little cars off the roads. Nearly a thousand people 

were involved 1n roads accidents last month. Most of them need not 

have happened if we had thought and acted thoughtfully and consideratel3 

Then there's another problem. Cars are coming into the island at 

the rate of about a thousand a month. This is a fantastic rate and I 

frankly do not undertstand what is going on 1n the moto~car trade. 

I think it is time government took a look at it. And I also think it 

is time we did something about the big Americans cars with their 

dangerous left-hand drive steering. Our roads are Just not made for 

these monsters. I think government will be sh1r~1ng its responsibl1t1f 

to the people if it does not look into this problem and try to make 
some sense out of it. Goodnight. 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 


	News Commentary0001
	News Commentary0002
	News Commentary0003
	News Commentary0004
	News Commentary0005
	News Commentary0006
	News Commentary0007
	News Commentary0008
	News Commentary0009
	News Commentary0010
	News Commentary0011
	News Commentary0012
	News Commentary0013
	News Commentary0014
	News Commentary0015
	News Commentary0016
	News Commentary0017
	News Commentary0018
	News Commentary0019
	News Commentary0020
	News Commentary0021
	News Commentary0022
	News Commentary0023
	News Commentary0024
	News Commentary0025
	News Commentary0026
	News Commentary0027
	News Commentary0028
	News Commentary0029
	News Commentary0030
	News Commentary0031
	News Commentary0032
	News Commentary0033
	News Commentary0034
	News Commentary0035
	News Commentary0036
	News Commentary0037
	News Commentary0038
	News Commentary0039
	News Commentary0040
	News Commentary0041
	News Commentary0042
	News Commentary0043
	News Commentary0044
	News Commentary0045
	News Commentary0046
	News Commentary0047
	News Commentary0048
	News Commentary0049
	News Commentary0050
	News Commentary0051
	News Commentary0052
	News Commentary0053
	News Commentary0054
	News Commentary0055



