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Stage set for fi
stee]band musm fe

STEELBAND
Musxc Festival started in
the early 1950's as an ef-
fort to channel the fierce
and often violent rivalries
of the different Steelbands
into the more sophisti-
cated arena of musical
competition. .

The first competition
held at Roxy Theatre was
won by Boys Town steel-
band of Point Cumana, led
br Clem Bellerand. They

ayed the tune, “You are
my . Heart's Desire!”
These competitions con-
tinued in a sporadic and
maneous fashion

ghout the fifties, but
what attracted most at-
tention was the rivalry be-
tween the soloists, for it
‘was an era of fine pan mu-
sicians whose  skills
caused much debate and
controversy. The names
most bandied about were
Kelvin Hart, Patsy Hay-
nes, TheoStephens Sonny
Roach Belgrave Bona-
parte, Emmanuel ‘“Cobo
Jack’' Riley and Chic ‘Mc
Groo'' Springer. -

. Public Acclaim

The Festival began to
gain public acclaim and
attention and the Steel-
band, through the polished
execution of classsical

pieces, gradually won rec- *

ognition as a musical en-
semble.

The Competition was
brought starkly into the
limelight during the 1959
Festival, the finals of
which actually took place
in 1960. Dixieland, led by
Curtis Pierre and playing
“Agnus Dei” just nar-
rowly edged out Ellie
Mannette's Invaders with
Joycelyn Pierre's ar-
rangement of “In a Mo-
nastery Garden."

* The sixties saw the ad-
vent of Pan Am North

Stars and the legendary
Anthony Williams, the
acknowledged genius of
Pan. The lighter classics
of Bach, Handel, Mozart
and Tcﬁalkovsky, along
with the Strauss Waltzes
became favourite tunes of
choice and the steelband
became recognised as one
of the most important
musical discoveries of the
twentieth century .The sol-
oist category continued to
throw the spotlight on the

virtuouso performer and

Ray Holman, Jules Caza-
bon, Herman ‘“‘Rock”
Johnson, Harold Headley,
Jit Samaroo Earl La
Pierre and Cordell Bar-

bour became houslelholq =

in the
fraternity.
Festival Siage
The Festival was

brought to its zenith in
1966, when both North
Stars and Syncopators
played Von  Suppe’s
“Poets and Peasants’
with such accuracy and

skill, that only Tony Wil- ;,

liams' creative and artis-

tic treatment of the Test -

Piece, “Intermezzo in E”
by Superintendent An-
thony Prospect, could
break the deadlock be-

_tween these two bands.

The golden days of pan
were at an end and steel-
bands went into-a decline.
The Panorama syndrome
— a concentration of the
total pan effort towards
preparation for Panor-
ama, the main pan event
for Carnival engrossed
and strangled most of the
development of the art
form. Pan Am Nort
Stars, City Syncopator:
and Guinness Cavalier
were but a few of the gree
steelbands that went out ¢f
existence and were lost fo
the Festival stage.

_bands classes.
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; C o em FORSF PRI A’ :
CATELLI TRINIDAD ALL Stars, now Neal and !
Massy All Stars...won several festxvals '

P B0 ;
TCO DESPERADOES; -
de ending champion. . (-, .

There was a festival in ~ self w1t.hout a sponsor for
1968, with Catelli Trinidad  the 1984 Festiv.
All Stars emerging as win-
ners and another in 1973 at
the Queen’s Park Savan-
nah, which catered for,
three categories of bands.’
Nutones won the Large
Band Category from Cas-¥" Steelband Festival.
sablanca, while Blue Dia-, i
monds and Samaroo Jets "
were among the top bands
in the medium and small

Steel Orchestra...

s

mercial firms chipped in
* the end, a profit of $40,000

also. 'saw - the !
oldest steelbands, Trini-
dad All Stars and Cassa-
" blanca. These bands now_
) 1

Willing Partner -

,although
Kirpalani gave a generous |
donation. Several com-

to assist the festival and at '
. was realised, a ﬁrst for |
The , revived fesuval.;

re- |
emergence of two of the !

’

became the great rivals of .
i the festival and the steel- =
' band world marvelled at
: their resilience, as both
were all but written-off at
. some point in time, in fact
! Cassablanca had been'
dormant for a few years
before the re-establish-
ment of the festival. The
Festival has always util-’
! ised the resources of fore-
ign adjudicators, who

. cameto judge the Conven-»
: tional Music Festival.

, - A great contnb\mon
was  made by British-
 based musicians Alan’’
Tongue, John . Russel,*

neg Northcote.
an Trinbago continued
this trend and we have
' been served by top inter-
; national

Close Finish

The 1986 festival was
artially sponsored b
e Royal Bank of Trini-
dad and Tobago Limited,
who also provided re-

tival saw WITCO Desper-
adoes Steel Orchestra of
Laventille making a re-
agfearance at the festi-

fter an absence of
nineteen years and win-
ning the title in a close fin-
ish with the favourites,
Trinidad All Stars and the
innovative band, Phase II

musncxans 3

source services. This Fes-

"There was a lapse be- !
tween the years 1973 to .
1980, when Pan Trinbago
found a willing partner in
the Kirpalani Group of
Companies to re-establish
the Steelband Music Fes-
tival, which although fail-
ing to realise a profit, was
an enormous success. Kir-
palani again subsidised
and assisted in the produc-
tion of “Pan is Beautiful
11" in 1982.

i Pan Trinbago found it-
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Pan Groove.

The stage is now set for
the First World Steelband
Music Festival “Pan is
Beautiful V/World Steel-
band Festival'” and once
agmn The Royal Bank of

rinidad and Tobago Lim-
lted will be assisting Pan
Tnnbago in hostmg this

unique musical ri-
ence. The Bank not
only provide financial sup-

port, but will also assist in

" the management of the

festival, having several of
" their * ke management
‘ personnel serving on the

A vanous planning oommxt—
Havelock Nelson and Syd~' stees.-

lhe ‘Jean Plerre Com-
< plex comes ‘alive on Oc-
tober 20, 1988, with the
- staging of four nights of
the event's preliminaries.
The Semi-Finals will take f

# 3 place on October 28 and 29

and the grand final comes |
_off on"November 5. The |
soloxst reliminary round

Feld at the Spekta-
kular Forum on October




