ABSTRACT

This thesis is an examination of the nature, scope, and»function
of the image of Africa in West Indian literature from C1aude McKay to
Edward Kamau Brathwaite. It attempts to relate the Hest Indian con-
ceptualization of Africa to the political, social, economic, and cultural
climates 6f both Africa and the West Indies. It'highlights‘the nature of
théAtensions generated in the Afro-West Indian as he attempts to evolve
..an*independent=image«of-Africaﬁagainst«thewbaCkground~oflthe;negative ;
~notions about Africa which-he . inherits from Europe.and America, It also
- examines:his9Uncer$aimtﬁesaandﬁhaﬁdicabs;as«heiappnqachéﬁﬁthéﬁAfvﬁ%éhsfi
.heﬁitage-which"is historically his, ‘but of which+he.lacks .a- lived .and. =
internalized experience, - | 4

Though the focusjof the thesis is the Anglophone West Indies,
.thefliterature-ofrthatvpart.of the'west~Indies”i$ compared in places with -
7‘»»théiNeghitude;ertéﬁSfoTﬁhéiﬁréhcophone:MeSthmdies;fbeéaUSEﬁihéfiifé?hfwgﬁy;
Waves'whichftheyxgenéfated:neachedathe;Anglophqne:shoresgandsinfﬂuented.fhe»;
-hatuwe%andﬂscopexof:the*image=of.Afrita*théﬁe:ﬁVIn order=to demonstrate «
~uthe;sjmildfitfeitanducontrasts;betwéen.themAfﬁTcan:vieWSTéboui.Africa,:
.and@the:West-Indian:yiewsﬂof.Africa,gcompahative_ana1yses of African
1iterature,and:WestvIndian;Jiterature'are.attembtedywhererit:js necessavry, ,.

TheaAfrﬁnaﬁofrthe*titTE‘of¢thi$*¢hes15‘andeits“deriyativeS"refef*;m-
tOnthefcontinentﬁofaAfrica;;a]1.othervAfricansaareﬂnefenred*toxin more. - ::
:reétnictﬁve~tenms*as,Afro-Americah,;AfroeCaribbean/AthAWestaimdiah;gand;h:"

New World Africans in order to avoid confusion,



+Because of the many centuries of European control of both Africa
and the West Indies, the most basic concepts about Africa in the West Indies
have as of necessity, tended to be based on reactions to the European
image of Africa. The Introduction to this thesis.is, therefore, devoted
to an examination of the European image of Africa as a necessary background
tb the discussion of the image of Africa in West Indian literature.

Chapter One Tooks at the theme of Africa in the work of Claude
‘McKay-(1889-1948). : The choice. of Claude:McKay as a beginning is deliberate:
ClaudesMcKayimay.be-Said:to;bewthewﬁirst~Westzlndian writer' to seriously -
address-himself o the ‘themie=of Africa. . Hi§.sojourn=in the.United States .-
of Ameriéahatitheﬁbeginnjng:ofﬁtheftwehtieth=century:and:his;travels,in
Europe made him a participant in, and/or witness to, most of the earliest
1nternatioha1 expressions of black consciousness, such as the Har1em
Renaissance, Garvey's Back to Africa Movément, and Pan-Africanism. " Though
this:chapterids 4nformed-by <the:personal:and: pioneering=vision.of a-single;:
artisty there-is asense=in whichseiaUHefMeKayﬁsrbne%man*StWayndf-SEeing’*:
is representative: of -his:age:.and its attempt:to re-define-the African.

- Claude McKay's attempts-m§y>thus:be seen-as precufsory“to later day West
Indian concern for Africa.

o With the pioneering:effo;ts:of Claude ‘McKay having been put in
perspective,:-the subsequent=five: chapters: discuss-the simage-of Africa-in - .
-~ West Indian -literature-under-broad-thematic. sub~divisions: - The purpose
.of;th19r$s to show:how the:various:-aspects:of Africa::are:re-created by - -
West-Indian writers and ‘the ‘functions-of these-re-creations :in their writing, -

Chapfer Two examines “the scope and rojes of the major African

characters in West Indian Titerature, These characters are examined against



the background of whether they are main protagonists through whom the
'mora1 visibn of the work is revealed; background characters who merely
form the backdrop of the societies in which the protagonists function;
.or characters‘who do not possess enough scope, depth, and complexity

of character to pass as main protagonists, but who, despite their reTative
changelessness and function as foil to the protagonists, cannot be
.'regarded as mere background characters, - In order to ascertaih the
"~ Africanness of these character55vthey;arevcompared with the nature and

scope'of‘a’samplewof Afriéan characterS'created by African writers.

Indian creatoﬁSJOf»AfriCanfcharactersgsitaate:thesé characters, It

~ examines the accuracy, realism, symbolic -implications, and appropriateness
of ‘this setting, making comparisons, where it seems useful, with the African
_ settihg'in works written by African authors, ‘

-~ChaptensFour«andwFﬁventakeitheidisCussioﬁ»beyond:theLWest'Indianlsﬁ%

‘keecreatiﬁﬁ;ofaphysicaladndeiangib1éfAffih§‘(pérsnnfandfsettiﬁg)gﬁoZthefe

- intangiblebut equally ivital:-realm-of:religion and-archaic memories/heritage,

- Re}igion=ﬁsftheﬁone,areaawhetefAfricanecu1tura]~survivals?in€the”ﬂ

~ New Norld have been most-evident. - Consequently,Africa:is often:manifested

thg@ughnthe‘reljgious=rites*and;the“cu1t¢practices'that recall Africa, -

From-the worship of -the.orisa -{African.deities) to the evolution-of the .-

: Rastafarian=cu1t':Africaforfparticu1aﬁfconceptsﬁabout%Africa?haVesﬁiayedﬁf

- ~important roles.~ Evenwhen ~the’ New. - World African adopts ‘the religion -of =

his:white ens1aver, :he -has- been -known- to" syncret1ze h1s African de1t1es-~

into the new re11g1on Chapter Four examines the Titerary expression of

the -Africa that is implied-by the beliefs and practices of the‘religious -



sects formed by the descendants of Africans in the lWest Indies.

Chapter Five looks a€;$1terary expressions of the subconscious
presence of Africa.

Chapter Six, the last of the chapters that discuss the 1magé of
Africa under general thematic sub~divisions, concentrates on the image of
~contemporary Africa in Mest Indian literature. While the image of Africa
that.jnforméﬁChapterS‘Two to Five s influenced mainly by historical
exigencies dating back.to ‘slavery; the-image :of Africa treated in Chapter
Six is dinfluenced. by ‘such..contemporary events as the struggle for
independenteafrsm?theaco}ohﬁaiﬁpbwens§étheiatt&inmént:ofnﬁhdépéudenceeaé}—y
in mostr:Afr'ifca'n!=~countr41"es'?;-.~and;.:‘the -post-independence. struggle. for self-
assertion.. : | | ' |

Chapter Seven, 1ike Chapter One, presents another one man's‘\
vision of Africa. This chapter takes Africa beyond dreams, beyond
conjeciunes;uandnbeyondgNeghiﬁude%s;@ﬂgfificétionﬁof:Afr%cawand;b]acknéSSgﬁf
?f~toﬁaleonﬁﬂahﬁaidnnﬁwith?and@aﬁneaassessmeniﬁﬁf:ﬁffﬁééthyigna&fﬁuéwest:ﬁ:‘é
Indiaﬁ;writeﬁ;e Edwatrd. Kamau-Brathwaite (31930- " ) - who lived .in . .
‘eAffiCa&foﬁtaightﬁy@arsaand:hassnanried&Qutnextensiye&xeseanch.intbmihe;he
historical-evolution of theaBlaék;man;"‘Confrontation-and're-assessment
ongn'removeA1argezsca]e_generaTizations, Tazy nostalgia, romanticism,
and_.blind adulation or .unquestioning rejection.  What emerges-is a hard-
ihéaded.%-scr_'-utinyliqfithe?’vz.eait#fti‘l"e‘s'ﬁo?f%?bheﬁsﬁnﬁiion?:in=hnlattemptzztoid_=‘ist’erm??
its contradictions. and poss1b1]1t1es .. .The decision to conclude this
‘ exam1nat10n with a: cons1derat1on nfnthe'iheme of. Afr1ca -in the ‘poetry. of
-Edward Kamau Brathwaite is d1ctated*by'the“fact*that“he is probably the -~ -

most -important contemporary West Indian writer who has been consistently



concerned about the-image of Africa in the West Indies. The potency with
which he has endowed Africa in his poetry is Tikely to be central to the
future projection of Africa in West Indian literature.

Most of the wr1ters who are cons1dered in this thesis seem to be
agreed -on the fact, that/1s only by broaching the realities of the African
condition and the historical connections between Africa and the New World,
that the descendants of Africans will begin to fully understand and
- appreciate the import of their New World"ghetto beginningé?;.Ihe_obviousﬁ~
conclusion to which ‘this leads, is fhat the West Indians' concern with -
Africa is hard1&~an end in itself., . Rathery «it is-&-means—by?which'they“ﬂ
‘may comprehend. the Black/West {ndian:conditibn.n;The literary concern with
Africa in the West Indies also leads to the conclusion that, whateVer the
nature of the Africa portrayéd in the literature, such a concern is, in
itself, an affirmation that Africa has not been forgotten in the West Indies

despitei:claims to ithe. contrary.: v.



