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Kminent scientists have recently given 

solemn warnings of the threat of world famine, a 

threat which will "become reality if the world's 

population maintains its present rate of increase 

witliout a c orresponding increase in food production. 

It is fifty years since air William Crookss 

gave his gloomy warning of famine. Then, he was able 

to say that the Chemist must come to the rescue by 

solving the problem of fixing atmospheric nitrogen. 

The Chemist did come to the rescue and the plant 

breeder too; but to-day a laissez faire attitude of 

inactivity and hope that the Scientist will find a 

similar solution of our difficulties would be both 

dangerous and stupid. 

It is in the more densely populated countrie 

of the world, where the population is increasing so 

rapidly that the danger of famine is most imminent, . 

science has done its work well, gone are nature's 

pruning hooks, pestilence, disease, and tribal wars. 

It in these countries too that ignorance is so rife, 

teeming with peasants who have little knowledge of 

the maintenance of soil fertility, the land is over-

farmed and soil erosion is the inevitable consequence. 

India with a population increase of five million a 

year and ftgypt with a population of 2,000 per square 

mile are examples. 

Of the. far Last the same cannot be said; 

here the peasants have evolved a farming system which 

is a model in correct land usage. Legumes are used 

extensively in their rotations for ploughing in as 

green manure to maintain the humus of the soil and for 

composting. 


