UWI to change hall name
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After moee than seven
| decades, the Unboersity
of the West Indies” Mil-
ner Hall, S Augustine, s
expected o be renamed,
scconding o 3 melease
Issued by the revisionls
groap the Cress Rhodes
Frewdom Profect pesscr-
day

The melease said the
decision to change the
nams came from W)
principal Pral Belan Co-
peland and Vice Chan-
cellor Sir Hillary Beckles
afler d'lq' corsulted with
the project and stodents

| oy the campus. Milner
Hall was named afier
19th-centary  British
satesman  and  propo-
nent ol the slave trade
Viscount Alfred Milner.
The main case for the
name change, as pat for-

| ward by the profoct, was
that the hall’s name per-
petuates TTh colonial
history and an insult o
students of African de-
scenl.

Newsday  contacted
Milner Hall chairman
Dayteon  Mitchell for

| confirmation  of the
name chanpe anel his
thoughts en the dec-
son, but he declined
comment and ashed not
1o be comtacted again on
the matter,

Newsday alsp spoke to
head and co- ordingtor of
the Cross Rhodes Free-

| dom  Project  Shabaka
Kamban, who said while
he was pleased at m

| slance, he was disheani-
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enod that smdents sl
defended the use of the
name, and lamesied
their kack of knowledge
on Caribbean intellecta-
als anud schalars

“While we're very hap-
Y with the campus deci-
s0n, # wasa tragedy that
several students Jurmg
our discussbons contin:
wed b0 defend Milner
and even so far as colo-
nialism,

“We abo i:l'upmnl
that the hall be named
after “Trinidedian-bom
sipormey #nd pan- Afri-
canisl Henry Sylvester
Willlams, but stedents
did nat know who he
was and thal wes indead
very disappointing”

Newsday alsa spoke
to president of the Sto-
dent Guild Jomathan &t
Louds-Naloims, who said
while the decision had
been mucde, 3 series of

forunes and discusshoss
musi be hold between
campus  officials  and
sudents. He said while
there was po official date
for the name change, it
wan expecied to happen
carky nexl year,

Asked the reactions of
students on hall to the
decision, 5t Louwis-MNa-
hous sakl, "The reasons
for the name change
put forwand by the preg-
ect are lpprn.'i.'mﬂl and
were listened 10, Howev-
er, some students, while
nat opposed to i end
w be somewhal mone
apprehensive simply be-
case of how long the
building has been named
Milner Hall,

‘Aside and apart from
the historical legacy of
the mame, i been em-
bedded in the hall cul
ture, s the change will
take some time”



