


All Stars | it fifty years old
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give credit to Spree Simon as having
started in 1939 the steelband),
George Yeates in the “Humming
Bird" magazines of 1962 published b

the late Aubrey James and in whic

Yeates qives credit to the 'youths of
Laventille in 1937, and by George
Goddard in the “Humming Bird"
magazine in 1964 who, in a story
headlined ‘‘The steelband in 1964,"
wrote inter-alia:

“These writers (referring to ear-
lier writers) who seem to be more
interested in their own selfish, per-
sonal glory appears not to be very
concerned about truth and facts
but rather to  draw attention to
themselves from the public as per-
sons of importance and intelligence
... They have all done quite a lot of
damage and injury not only to the
true origin of the steelband, but to
Trinidad and Tobage ... No one can

argue against the fact that the
first steelband ever to hit the road
was that of the New Town Boys ...
Alexander's Ragtime Band ... It
would be a good idea for the Minis-
try of Culture to get the correct
story as to the origin and progress
of the steelband from these persons
now that they are still alive.’

No, the steelband did not start
with All Stays, or Casablanca, or
Spree Simon. All Stars is not 50
years old, neither is Casablanca 46
years old. Anyone saying otherwise
is wrong.

.However, without the involve-
ment and outstanding contribu-
tions of All Stars, Casablanca and to
a lesser degree Spree Simon, the
history of the steelband. could not
be as colourful as it is today and as a
result would have been less glamor-
ous and interesting.

AN OLD STEELBAND HISTORY
STUDENT, OF DIEGO MARTIN.
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