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INTRODUCTION 

This being a 'reading project', the information written has 

been obtained from previous workers whose ideas and interpretations 

have been written and published. In many cases, relevant or more 

detailed information required could not have been obtained and 

further, many aspects of Grenada's Agriculture such as system 

of cultivations, manuring etc., have not been published or re­

corded in the Annual Reports or Bulletins of the Department of 

Agriculture in Grenada. It is felt therefore, that this subject 

could have been tackled more successfully by someone on the spot, 

where one could have talked and discussed various aspects of the 

subject with the peasants and agricultural staff of Grenada. 

The main crops of the island are taken individually and dealt 

with in turn. Although the subject of the paper is "The use of 

Manures and Fertilizers", it has been found necessary to make 

reference to other cultural techniques employed in the husbandry 

of the crops, as it is accepted that although manures and ferti­

lizers will, if correctly applied, increase crop-yield, they cannot 

however, give maximum results if other cultural operations are 

limiting. 

The economic use of fertilizers in the West Indies is still 

in its infancy. Even with the more developed crops of sugar-cane 

and cacao, there is still scope for improvement, and not until the 

ecology and soil conditions of the crop in question have been fully 

understood, can the full use of fertilizers be made. 

With the increasing world population and previous land ex­

ploitation, the need for skilful use of fertilizers to augment 

soil fertility and raise production is desirous. Grenada wltl-^a. 



population density of 656 people per square mile, definitely 

requires an intensive system of agriculture into which the use 

of manures and fertilizers, especially the latter, will find it s 

place. 


