
P R E F A C E  

The construct ion industry can be regarded as  a  barometer  of  

economic t rends.  One would expect  increased act ivi ty  in  t imes of  

economic growth and a  lul l  in  t imes of  recession.  In general ,  this  

industry requires  a  considerable  input  of  raw mater ials  in  order  to  meet  

i t s -demands.  A t ota l  dependence on imports  of  such materials  can have a  

negat ive inf luence on economic growth and can adversely affect  pol i t ica l  

and social  autonomy.  Further  to  this ,  exploi ta t ion of  avai lable  indigenous 

resources  can ass is t  in  arrest ing dependence on foreign suppl ies ,  contr ibute  

to  nat ional  economic growth,  as  wel l  as  create  considerable  pr imary and 

secondary employment  opportuni t ies .  

A r esearch by a  Minis t ry  of  Finance Commit tee ' in  1975,  on the con­

st ruct ion industry ,  ident i f ied the present  product ion of  cons truct ion 

mater ia ls  as  a  major  const ra int  affec t ing this  indust ry.  I t  recommended 

the encouragement  of  research and development  in  this  area in  order  to  

counteract  th is  s i tuat ion.  At present ,  a concerted ef for t  is  being made 

by the Facul ty  of  Engineer ing (U.W.I) ,  through i ts  Construct ion Engineering 

(post-graduate)  program, to  focus on such issues .  

The wri ter ,  in  keeping with this  t rend,  has  decided to  focus on local  

woods,  wi th par t icular  at tent ion to  teak.  

Most  local  woods are  found in  the natural  forests  and may be d iff icul t  

to  obtain for  commercial  u t i l isat ion.  This  s ta tement  is  made based on the 

present  s i tuat ion regarding the avai labi l i ty  of  val id  s ta t is t ical  data  and 

inaccessibi l i ty  of  natura l  forests .  Teak and Car ibbean Pine,  on the o ther  

hand are  plantat ion grown and have a  bet ter  potent ia l  for  effect ive commercial  

ut i l i sat ion.  Pine cul t ivat ion,  though,  is  a  re lat ively new project  (1956)  



but  teak has  been in troduced here  s ince 1913 and is  suff icient ly  mature to  

provide a  s ignif icant  supply of  raw mater ia l .  

The dependence on fore ign imports  of  wood to  meet  the needs of  the 

construct ion ,  furni ture  and other  v/oock-related indust r ies  is  s tar t l ing.  For  

the per iod January to  June 1933 a lone,  the Central  S tat is t ical  Office2  

•repor ted that  a  to tal  volume of  145,932,017 cubic  metres  ( .m )  of  wood and 

ar t ic les  were imported into this  country .  At  the same t ime,  the tota l  

volume of  teak lumber  produced local ly  for  the per iod of  January 1978 to  

3 
December 1983,  s tood a t  a  pal t ry  18,000 cubic  metres  (m ) .  In  spi te  of  

this  meagre product ion f igure ,  sale  of  teak boards has  shown a  s ignif icant  

drop rela t ive to  the product ion f igure .  

I t  appears  to  be paradoxical  that  the avai lable  local  wood has  

fa i led to  penetrate  the local  market ,  in  spi te  of  construct ion 's  s igni­

f icant  dependence on a  fore ign supply.  The wri ter  therefore  fe l t  that  

i t  was necessary to  invest igate  this  par t icular  s i tuat ion,  with the aim 

of  ident i fying the reasons associated with this  anomaly and consequent ly  

make recommendat ions with the hope of  inci t ing some improvements.  

I t  is  also bel ieved that  some of  the reasons affect ing teak 's  entry 

into the local  market ,  can have s imilar  bear ing on other  local  woods.  


