A . [
Yo

-------
+ ‘

.....

“Jep’ Noel 'stungb

ML 04O

Trini-born London magistrate
speaks of the lure of steelband

By TREVOR BURNETT

TRINIDAD-BORN London mag-
istrate Terrence “Jep” Noel, 56,
is a panman of note who contin-
ues to promote steelband music
internationally.

Noel recalls: “I was born on
Jouvert morning Monday, February
4, 1940 and my craving for steel-
band music came through Lennox
‘Cheekeechong’ Francis in Arima
Crossfire Roomadoors while I was
still attending Arima Boys’ RC.

“At the age of 14, my athletic
training with Cliff Bertrand was
aborted as the zest of playing a sin-
gle guitar pan in the Teen Stars
Steel Orchestra held my interest.

“Teen Stars was headed by -
Louis La Rose in 1956 and included
players like Vin Sempel, Mikey
Coryat, Doodnath Maharaj, Vincent
“Dacron” Mayers and “Fat-Car” 1
Crevelle (to name a few). The band
was located at Skeete’s Garage on
St Joseph Street, Arima.”

In those days, he recalled, “we
had to pay 24 cents band-fee per
week and if any player’s mother
caught us playing pan she had the
right to flog any of the boys and
order him home, since playing steel-
band music was a taboo at the time.

“Mothers’ tolerance in those
days was something else, for
although we had to hide from them
to play pan, yet still they knew that
the spirit or jep’ of pan must have
its way and could not be defeated.

“Today I am thankful

In 1967, Noel was a mem-
ber of Tripoli Steel Orchestra
and was in demand to perform
at Expo ’67 with the steelband,
the Police Band conducted by
Prospect and the Mounted
Branch.

“I made a humanitarian
decision,” he says, “succumbing
to the blessings of another
Jouvert morning in my life.

“I resigned from the Police
Service and was sailing on a
ship bound for England to be
trained as a male nurse on
Carnival Monday morning,
1967.

“With steelband in my blood
I assisted in the development of
British Airways Grovers Steel
Orchestra in London, but my
heart was deep within Arima
Melodians.

“Through the assistance of
tuner Leslie Bernard I pio-

i neered the London Melodians
{ which is now sponsored by
British Telecom.”

ing that I assist in the formulation
of the Police steelband.

“Just imagine the Police con-
forming to the music of social out-
casts and hooligans as panmen
were labelled... I became so happy I
was scared of the expectations,” he
admits. -

Noel’s life was due for quite an
exciting turn despite the national
attention given to the Police filter-
ing into the social ranks of steelpan.

Playing steelpan in Britain
has taken him to the Gulf States of
Doha and Abu Dhabai, Australia, a
Canada Commonwealth Games, the
Calgary Stampede, Switzerland,
France, Germany, Malaysia,
Russia, Morocco and India to name
a few countries. .

“On my return to London,” he
asserts, “Melodians will be perform-
ing for the third successive year at
Westminster Abbey’s
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Commonwealth Day Service on March
11. .

“Melodians have also enjoyed per-
forming at the Royal Albert Hall
Christmas Concert and the royalty of
Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip at the
Buckingham Palace Garden Party last
year... the band has been invited to per-
form again this year.”

Noel presides as a Magistrate among
the 12 Courts in the Borough of Brent in
London, a position bestowed onto him on
January 1, 1993.

He regrets the embarrassment at the
hands of the Arima Police, when the
band did its annual pilgrimage to per-

form for the officers who were stationed

there during Carnival.

“At about 10 p.m.,” he says, “the band
was stopped by the said Arima Police
and ordered off the streets for violating
the Carnival proclamation.

“And to think of the trying moments I
pers?nally had in playing pan as a police-
man!
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“I view steelpan as Trinidad and
Tobago’s gift to the world being the only
musical invention of the twentieth centu-
ry. On the global scene pan is more sig-
nificant than pitch and oil,” Noel com-
mended.

“It is sad,” Noel went on, “that steel-
pan is taken for granted here and not
fully appreciated. Maybe it is because
the government needs to get its act
together.

“The government needs to bring
together musicologists and metallurgists
and pan tuners to come up with the cor-
rect metal-gauge for pans to be mass pro-
duced for export. ‘

~ “My motto in life,” Noel concluded, “is
simply as a humble scout to ‘be pre-
pared.’ I believe that success lies in keep-
ing away from competitions like
Panorama which does more harm than
good.

“For my own part, I simply respect
myself as a pan musician.” .

to the mothers of panmen
for they had their own
spirited style of nursing
the black man’s culture
through oppressive
times.

“Our pans were tuned
by Lennie “Genie”
Marcano and the band
became the sensation

FOCUS ON THE FAMILY_

The Power of Afﬁ'rmdtion

Given a choice between a compliment and a criticism,
who would not choose a compliment. Unfortunately, some parents
forget this when they talk to their children. Psychologist Abraham
Mazlow. once said ‘It takes nine (9) affirming- comments to
make up for each critical comment we give to our children’.

It is true that all normal human beings respond to praise.
In fact, we crave affirmation so much that we are likely to do
almost anything to receive it. This is especially true for children.
As someone once said, whoever gives your children praise and
| ttomtinn hac nomer oner them. If vou do not affirm vour chil-



“Our pans were tuned
by Lennie “Genie”
Marcano and the band
became the sensation
among Arima’s youth,
after being sponsored by
the brickmaking firm
Bestcrete.

“I eventually went
over to Melodians under
Ivan ‘Skull’ Henry and .
the Bernard brothers on
Cocorite Road Arima,” he
says.

Noel’s social life con-
tinued to glow in the
eastern borough as he
became Scout-Master of
Arima Boys’ Government
Third-Arima troop with
over 120 scouts under his
charge.

At the Caribbean
Scouts Jamboree of 1961
Noel won special com-
mendations for scouting
which he still holds dear.
The military or uni-
formed life had captivat-
ed him tremendously.

“On Carnival Monday,
1962,” says Noel, “I was
recruited as a member of
the Trinidad Police Force
merely on my scouting
ability, since the taboo of
a panman would have
debarred me from becom-
ing a policeman.

“You simply could not
be a policeman with the
perception that pan play-
ers were hooligans.

“In 1965 as a member
of the Police Mounted
Branch, I was one of the
buglers and became quite
close to Anthony Prospect
in the Police Band.

“I almost fainted with
disbelief,” says Noel. “A
special Police message
came to me when sta-
tioned at Biche request-




