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hancellor, there is a somewhat obscure quote from the literary giant John

Donne, wherein, in reference to men of medicine, he says; I observe the

DPhysician with the same diligence as the disease. One does not have to
adopt the cntical gaze of the postmodern scholar or, indeed, of the diagnostic
general practitioner, to appreciate that there are many possible ways to interpret
this loaded pronouncement. Is Donne, albeit from his perspective of the limited
knowledge of the Middle Ages suggesting that the science of medicine is less than
accurate, indeed, more of an art than a science? Is he making a pronouncement on
the character of physicians themselves, questioning their ethics and motives? Or is
he simply suggesting, without base implication, that it is in the physician’s body
language, preceding verbal communication that we might know, beforehand, the

true state of affairs and the prognosis for recovery?

Fortunately Chancellor, none of these dreary conclusions, except perhaps the third,
apply convincingly to modern medicine and least of all to our Graduand today,
who is a master of his discipline in both theory and practice; a paragon of his divers
communities in both the Umted States and the Caribbean and an exemplary
communicator of the results of his research and expenence to medical audiences
and the public through numerous books, book chapters and scholarly articles.

Professor Lenworth M. Jacobs graduated from the University of the West Indies in
1970 and then went on to Harvard where he completed his Masters of Public
Health, continuing to the Peter Bent Brigham Hospital and the Boston University

Medical Center, where he fulfilled his surgical residency. Since 1983, Professor
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