ABSTRACT

This cxploratory research was designed to fuvestigate the relationship between
credatrrity, artsisciconce orientation and associated variable: in a _s‘ampt'c* of 275
grade 11 high school students, A battery of sixteen iusiminents wus cmployed
for this prpose = eioht tapping crearivity, and the rest. refated wspects, in-
cluding subicct orentation. Dara were analysed for the saniple overall, and on
a sex and subject orientation basis, nsing factor analysis, wultiple regression

and carornical correlation am:f_\.-‘.cr's‘ ff’Cf?ﬁ}ffff:‘f’S,

The snain ontcomes were as follows:

1. Girls and urts oriented Ss tended to do relatively botrer on the creativity
tests. Girls performed significantly betier than boys on the Circles
(Originality} and RAT {Fluency) ftests, the opposite holding for Tords
(Originaity ). Arts oriented Ss gamed a .ﬁ:_QHIIfI.C(IJII:I"‘.' Ligher score on the

RAT than science oricuted Ss.

2. From the regressions computed, the percentage variance explaimed was

as follows:

Total sample - 11.2%: significant predictors. Sd oand SEPS
Arts oriented Ss -- 9.3%: sipnificant predictors, Sd and SEPS
Science oriented Ss —  17.7%: significant predicrors. Sdoand CogSity
Females —  12.1%: significant predictors. Sd and SEPS

For males, results were not significant,

3. Cunonical correlations established the following relatiouships:
Arts oriented Ss: Words (Originality), RAT (Flucncy) and
negarive Objects {Originality ) with CogSty and Sd
Femdales: RAT, Words and Objects “all Fluency ), with-3d, SEPS and
CogSty
Males: Words (Originality ), Circles, RAT, and negative Words

(all Fluency), with CoeSty wid S
¥ L)

For Science oricnted Ss, no significant correlates energed.



These outcomes pofnrm:‘ to an apparent relationship between sex and subject
orientation, {girls beig more arts oriented and boys wmore science oriented);
with the findings seemingy bebig of greater sionificance where sex and subject
orivntation were concerned. Among the recommendations offered was that

i

carly subject speciaization be avoided, as, especially for the sciences, this has

a restrictive effect on studewts’ redisarion of their creative porential.



