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@”_.  DECISION!

by EUGENIA CHARLES
in an interview with the GLEANER

Cole pere il

Bo Most outspoken
~=‘?‘l’eaner: You have been one of the most outspoken in declaring a
eference, would you care to elaborate on your reasons? i
ug.C. Well I've spoken about what I think we should have, I believe that
because we have grown up in the way we have and are accustomed to it, that
the* Western philosophy is the philosophy we want but that does not mean
that'you cannot talk trade, have arrangements with countries that don’t have
that' philosophy, but those countries must understand that our friendship is
nor tied to letting them impose upon us what they wish us to do, in the
western world nobody tries to tell us what to do. :

" Gleaner: Have you had personal experience in Dominica of this?

HEC We've had the experience of Cubans trying to educate our young
people in military affairs and in the Communist ideology. When we send our
children to school in America or England they are not obliged to learn about
the Western philosephy, in fact most of them come back very radical, very
Communist, so it ShOws that there is a very wide open range for them

e Eug;:mi Charles, Prime Minister of Dominica is n there...and 1 want the same thing from the Eastern bloc. If they want to give
ne or the best known and most d now my, children scholarships they must not impose (ideology) upon them. I said
leaders in the Caribbean. Th feapecten POlmcaI this to Cu' 1 and the last time they spoke to us they said: ‘well our way of
when when sh e s Gleaner interviewed her doing thin s to impose the philosophy’ so 1 said “O.K. let us agree not to
e was in Jamaica recently attending the ?wc; our: le study there — it does not mean I'm vexed with you but |

g lgn’t war people to go and study with you.”

Conference of the Caribbean Development Bank.

3

Gleaner: The C© ;b ’ : ey ;
fsont Kne 4 o Caribbean and Latin America has now bec
piii&:r llllle ; ll‘n the cold war and confrontation bétw::n home o
Eu 53 's(l:here any room for non-alignment? i ARBGT
Phess V'tr.g::‘lsZem :l;lct:sl:n L z:{lways wondered what non-alignment really mea
ME'Snes who an at the ones who are shouting non-alignment e
alithiicthang Afd C,T(lmhbme,ﬂ,y aligned ... nor aligned for, aligned Agﬂx?&are
aligned. I'm quitg’ e'r s mcli( it's good for a country like ourselves to b o
hpscuiil leaye mychﬁ?]rtf;y ttg g(l)k’ negt_ma;]e, with leftist countries so lf):go :s
o i ; W up In t 1 i
in. | want nobody imposing their phil&ophyec:g}::g sophy it Wangs o grow up



ptimistic
: Gleaner: Are you optimiitic about the Caribbean region’s economic
uture? ‘

E.C. I'm not optimistic. No, Things are hard everywhere, small countries
always have a tough time, economy of size .. will always be a threat over our
shoulder. We'll never be rich tountries but at least I think we can have a
modicum of living for our people. People talk about the television going to
change our lifestyle, you can’t change our lifestyle if you haven’t the money
with which to do it, (people) are going to know they just can’t afford these
things and are going to cast them out of their minds, so we are never going to
be an affluent society but I think we can make a modicum of living for our
people and this is what I’'m optimistic about.

Gleaner: Mr Demas has just said that structural adjustment (of
Caribbean economies) is essential.

E.C. Yes. It is.

Gleaner: But painful for the poorer groups and a “supreme
political difficulty.” ey
s E.C. It’s very hard on us, we have been doing it at home, when he spoke

about making sure that instituitions stand their own burdens, we’ve done this
. at home. It has hurt a lot. For instance our Water Authority I've told them
- they must balance their budget .. we've done it to other boards and we assist
. them as little as possible. We feel that they must become businesslike.

Structural adjustments..

Gleaner: How close are they to becoming viable?

E.C. The Water Authority is not doing too badly but it means that we have
had to raise the cost of water to the consumer .... you have got to keep selling
the idea (to the consumer) that if you can pay $2.60 for a bottle of beer why
should’nt you pay $2 for your day’s supply of water? \

Gleaner: So you think structural adjustment is...

E.C. Oh its essential.

Gleaner: Is it possible in practical terms?

E.C. It is, but it is going to hurt and it means a lot more work on the
(politicians) to sell the idea to the people and explain to them .. why we have

to go through this tight period for-the purpose of getting a better future for -

them.

Public relations push

Gleaner: So you are having a sort of Public Relations push now?

E.C. All the time. Constantly. For instance we take the opportunity
whenever there’s a village council eélection (there are 100 village councils
getting elected every 3 years) ...there’s always something happening...They call
us the Cabinet on wheels...we go into the constituencies, meeting the people
and talking about their problems...and its good because we are talking quite
openly with them and not promising them things we can’t do but telling them
the difficulties and letting them know what they can do for themselves (Miss
Charles said that her government promotes self-help projects). Sometimes
water schemes have come up to villages in this way, we provide the pipes and
the know-how and the people do the work and in that way they look after it
much better ..because its THEIRS....We don’t have the advamage of having
TV all over the island, even our radio doesn’t cover all the island ...s0 we go
out and we meet people and we tell it straight and open and they don’t like it
at first but after a while they realize that you're right. And some of them will
never like it but I think its better (so) than to tell them what (they would like
to hear) and (will) never get. ‘

Gleaner: How would you describe your role in the Grenada
intervention?

E.C. They have built up my role a great deal but let’s face ir; it was the
business of all of us heads of OECS getting together ...as soon as we got
together it didn’t take half an hour to make our decision, I think perhaps (i
was) the quickest decision ever made in the Caribbean....when we made the
decision we realized that we did not have the wherewithal, so we thought
we'd ask Jamaica.

We took Mr. Seaga off the plane that night and made him stay with us to
discuss it ..and then we went on to Trinidad and spoke at Caricom but I've
always felt that the Caricom Treaty doesn’t ..lay the foundation for that sort
of co-operation whereas the OECS does.. Caricom is more a trading
thing..Nobody was obliged to come in with us and I'm not annoyed that they
didn’t come in. I'm a little annoyed that they spoke against us at the U.N. 1
thought they could at least have abstained from making statements...

Unifying decision

Gleaner: Do you think it was more a unifying decision 'than a
divisive one? P 356

E.C.: Oh it definately brouﬁht the OECS closer together and made us
realize that we are a region, we have to do things for ourselves and we have to
stick together as a region ..also it brought us closer to. Jamaica and
Barbados..the only reason I got so much limelight was because ! was the
Chairman of the OECS, that’s all. It was a decision that all of us had made
equally. ‘ st

Gleaner: You
that grab you? ‘ ‘

E.C. Ldon’t think that was because of Grenada, it was because of the hard
economic decisions we have had to make at home, and also becuase I tell it as
itis 5 I don’t wrap it up and preterid and so on, I tell it as it is. i

Gleaner: Are you flattered by the comparison ? :

E.C. No. They can call her the Eugenia Charles of Britain as far as I'm
concerned. I'm not annoyed about it.. it’s a proper description in that I have
had to work hard...(and inasmuch as Margaret g’hatcher) knows where she’s
going and goes there.. [ admire her very much. .

have been compéred to Margaret Thatcher};iow:aoes

Elections in Grenada’ ' ikt

Gleaner: We have been told that the Grenadians feel they ‘are not
ready for elections. 7 : , i
E.C.: | know, and a lot of the people feel that, and I’ll be honest'about it,
but I feel that until they have elections they are never going to be:settled. |
respect their view thar they have had so much..they are so dissatisfied with
political regimes that I can see why they’re not keen on elections but I don’t
think they will ever settle their affairs until they’ve had elections‘and have an
elected government. | mean they have to be: —not forced, because they must
not do anything they dont want to do, but they must be encouraged to make
these decisions for themselves...I think early elections are very important, but I
know they are not for it. ! D

Gleaner: The OECS and the U.S...would they be pr.
it if suppose, the people choose another socialist
government?

E.C. Oh Yes. I'm prepared to accept whoever they elect ..

Gleaner: You are prepared to endorse whoever it is, even a far-left
government ? )

E.C. Oh yes. They have the right to choose whoever they want and this is
what we were getting for them, their freedom to choose..so whatever they
choose will be acceptable to us. : o3

Gleaner: Do you see any hope for a closer political grouping in the
Caribbean, not just the OECS as was envisaged in federation?

E.C. I don’t see it happening in my time. I’'m not against it, I am for it, but
I don’t see it happening. : ;

ared to accept
eftist-oriented
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I ST.GEORGE'S Grenada,
i June 3 CANA: :

& = British lawyer Lord
“Cabford  says “the six-
= month-old Grenada gov-
+ ernment might have to
help finance the legal
# defence of some' of the
:tormer military and po-
Hligeal  officials  charged
iidth murder in connec-
L udh with last October’s
* military coup.

\ Lord Gifford who
. tried unsuccessfully to
¢ gan admittance to the
{ Géenada Bar to rep-
resent the 20 persons
' said there was a shortage
of funds available for
 their trial.

Although  “well-wi-

“shers” in Britain and )a-
gca had contributed

-

to a human rights fund
set up in the two coun-
tries for the men, "there
are no big sources of
secret money around” to
facilitate the defence of
those charged with mur-
der, he said.

“...one of the things
the government may
have to face up to is that
it could be a prolonged
trial on top of a pro-
longed preliminary in-
quiry,” he added.

“There simply aren’t
going to be the gunds to
provide for these men,

and it’s a very serious

problem,” he said.
Among those charged
with murder are former

Deputy Prime Minister,

Bernard Coard,his wife,

GRENADA GOVT.MAY HAVE TO HELP
. FINANCE DEFENCES LAWYER SAYS

Phyllis, ex-military com-
mander General Hudson
Austin and former Mo-
bilisation Minister, Sel-
wyn Strachan. .

They are charged
with the October 19
killing of Prime Minister
Maurice Bishop, Foreign
Minister Unison. White-‘
man, Education Minister
Jacqueline Creft, Hous- '
ing Minister Norris Bain,
and four others.

Defence lawyers re-
rained by some of the
‘murder-accused have de-

‘clined to disclose their.

retainer fees. -

Relatives of some of
the accused said that the
attorneys are asking for
about 75,000 dollars
(U.S).

&renada team for ILO

Geneva convention

e ;.°|
“SFOGEORGES June 3
MN \ vd 4

- ~Grenada’s intrerim
government member re-
s?onsible for labour, Dr,
Patrick Emmanuel, was
ldaving today at the
head of a delegation to
attend the annual con-
vention of the Interna-
tional Labour Organisa-
tion (ILO) in Geneva.
‘*‘Zﬁi SRR s

Labour Commission-
er Percival Louison, An-
gela Smith, the president
of the Grenada Employ-
ers Federation, and Eric
Pierre, general-secretary
of the Grenada Seamen
and Warerfront Workers
Union are the other
members of the team.

The conference will

b'egin on June 6, and
end on June 27.

. The convention, a tri-
partite meeting between
government, labour and
employers representa-
tives will discuss labour
laws and conventions to
be sent to member gov-
ernments for possible ra-
tification among other,
matters,
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Grenada shows

jl?/uika/ 1(/7( ((Z f\%

steep

drop in registered voters

ST GEORGE S, Leye i ‘Grenada’s next gener-

June 18, (CANA) al elections, 25.7 per

cent less than in 1976

Some 46,914 P'~'°Ple ‘when the last poll was

have registered to vote held, the Govcmmem
: _ said today.

‘No official - cxplana~

tion was given for the

steep drop in registered
voters but political

‘reasons could be the

mcreased emlgrauon.

during the rule of the
~ Peoples  Revolutionary
, Govemment (PRG)

i The sources also cast
‘doubt* on’ the fngures

"prepared by the then

last October 19. A US-

PO “ical “interim council was
sources said one of the:

;pqsmon New Jewel
‘Movement (NJM) which
formed the PRG.

- A leadership struggle

in the NJM led to a

military take-over of the
PRG by a radical faction:

led invasion- (opplcd ‘the.
military ‘and a non-polit-

formed ' to govern the
island until elections are

held

‘The council has
promlsed a poll by the
end of the year. Diplo-

Whyte

 regime. of f on)xc\'

Minister Su' ‘Eric

matic sources here said | ¥ OpllmlSﬁC g
lt is hkely to be held in B Dn T"mdad
| visa issue

ST .GEO_RGE’S, .
June 18, (CANA) |

Former Grenadian

Parliamentarian Winston
Whyte has returned

Trinidad and Tobago
timistic that the twin-

“ans would be lifted.

" ‘Whyte who 1§ the
political leader of the
Christian Democratic
Party (CDLP) said that
he discussed the issue
with unnamed Govern-
ment officials, the Op-
position, the Chamber
of Commerce and a

in which Grenadian im-
migrants are involved.
He said he found

immigration -

L]

ago by the Government

w

r hsrsh and should be lift-
ed. :
The CDLP

‘| Tobago headed by re-
tired High Court
Ulrnic Cross wou

requirement be remov
ed. ' i '

‘home from a visit to

island _state’s visa re-
'qulremem for Grcnadl-

broad consensus that the
regulation: |
‘imposed eight months §

number of organisations

£

of Prime Mnms(@r--é
George Chambers was §

leader §
said he felt the just-con- §
cluded fact finding mis- §
sion from Trinidad and §

udge
lcl' rec ¥
ommend that the visa : §
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" Problems arise
at Grenada’s

Electorial Office |

ST. GEORGE'S, June 20

(from Alister Hughes)

The staff employed at Grenada’s Electoral Office is
{issatisfied over the transfer of one of their nu_mber from
hat office and industrial action in this connection may be

aken. : _

‘An informed source close t
hat, office said today the Supervi-
sori of Elections, Mr. Roy Chas-
‘ealy, is concerned over the alleged
anterference with his staff by Gov-
ernmental authorities.

“There have been terminations of
appointment ~ without ~ consultation
with the supervisor,” the source said,
“and there have been vague
unsubstantiated reports about security
risks.”

in an interview today, Mr. Chas-
teau denied a news story that he has
resigned, but  admitted there s a
“problem” with his staff of some 30
persons employed at the Electoral
Office.

“There has been a virtual sit-in
since yesterday,” he said, “and people
are just pushing people around.”

The Supervisor of Elections said he
is preparing a report for Governor-
General, Sir Paul Scoon, but declined
to give details.

The preliminary lists of the Vorer
Registration are scheduled to be pub-
lished on July 7.

Most of the information in this
connection has already been sent to
Barbados for computer processing,
but Mr. Chasteau said some items still
have to be sent to Barbados, and he
hoped the present ‘slow down’ will
not affect the publication dare.

oo

GO
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Party named after Bishop wants
public probe into ‘massacre’

Deceased Grenadian PM Maurice Bish

ST GEORGE’S, June 22, (CANA)

A new left-wing political party named after slain
Grenada Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, says a
public inquiry should be conducted into *the
massacre” of Bishop and scores of others during a
military coup last October.

The Maurice Bishop Patriotic Movement
(MBPM) whose interim leader is former Industry
Minister in Bishop’s Peoples Revolutionary Gov-
ernment, Kendrick ‘Radix, made the recommenda-
tion in a policy document recently issued.

The military coup by a radical faction in the
mliﬁnNew‘ Jewel Movement (NJM) climaxed a
simmering leadership struggle between Bishop and
his former diputy Bernard Coard. ;

Coard and 19 other political and military figures

thave been charged with Bishop’s murder and seven

‘other people. A preliminary inquiry into the charges
is due to begin on June 28. ¢

The MBPM’s document says the chief aim of its
proposed commission of inquiry would be to
clarify who was responsible for the deaths and to
investigate the circumstances leading up to the

R

PAGE SEVEN

bloody events last October, including the U.S-led
invasion that toppled the military.

“We totally deplore and condemn the murder of
Prime Minister Bishop, the Cabinet Ministers, trade
union leaders, workers and all the patriotic Grena-
dians who were massacred on October 19, 1983.

“Our Party undertakes to bring to justice with-
out fear or favour, all those against whom there is
clear evidence of this treacherous act which killed
the peoples revolution,” it said.

The MBPM said it is committed to the task of
properly identifying and making an authentic list of
the names of those killed or injured during the
October events. ;

It also said the MBPM would ensure that
‘proper compensation is paid to those whose prop-
erty received “combat damage” during the invasion
but did not indicate how this would be done.

The document described Bishop as one of the
true Grenadian patriots dedicated to the building of

a fgenuinely independent Grenada and whose image
‘o

his homeland was that of a proud, self-reliant,
free and independent nation.

“The events of October 1983 cut down this

Eenuine peoples leader. A judas rose up in the

owels of the Party and betrayed bro. Bishop, the
Party and the people.
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‘Murder inquiry adjourned again

ST. GEORGE’S,
June 28, (CANA)
Bodyguard to slain
Grenada Prime Minister
Maurice Bishop, Errol
George, the first witness
called to testify in a pre-
liminary inguiry by a Mag-
istrate’s Court into a
charge of murder brought
against 20 former military
and political officials in
Grenada, failed to take
the stand today.

George was expected
to follow up yesterday’s
brief court appearance but
today’s two hour hearing
was taken up largely by
arguments over a request
from the defence for a
five-day adjournment.

The Magistrate granted

a suspension until tomor-
row.

The lawyers said they
needed more time to meet
with their clients to pre-
pare fully for the inquiry.

Head of the team, Ja-
maican Queens Counsel
Howard Hamilton, told
Magistrate Lyle St. Paul
that the prison authorities
were putting obstacles in
their way with regards to
having adequate time and
facilities to interview the
accused, who include ex-
army chief Hudson Austin
and former Deputy Prime
Minister Bernard Coard.

The charges arose out
of last October’s military
coup in which Bishop was
killed.

Hamilton said that the
prosecution had five
months to prepare for the

inquiry with the full co-
operation of the state. But
that the defence lawyers
were retained by the rela-
tives of the 20 on June 7
and had not been given
enough time to meet with
the clients.

“We are requesting that
the defence le allowed
five working days within
which we be allowed to
interview the clients
throughout the day so
that we can begin next
Wednesday,” Hamilton

~ said.

The Magistrate said he
could not grant any fur-
ther adjournments in the
inquiry, which would de-
termine whether the 20
would face a high court
trial. He granted a suspen-
sion yesterday but Hamil-

ton said the concession
could not be taken advan-
tage of because of the
attitude of the prison au-
thorities.
go
t.

Hamilton, said their
clients had given instruc-
tions that if the adjourn-
ment being sought was
not granted they would
not want the lawyers to
participate any further on
their behalf.

The court proceedin
was immediately halte
and the Magistrate as well
as the entire prosecution

“This inquiry must
on... get the witness,”
Paul said.

— e

and defence teams wen
behind closed doors fo
about half an hour to
discuss the development. =~

On their return, the
Magistrate granted the
adjournment until tomor-
row, by which time Ham-
ilton said “we as Counsel
may advise ourselves as to
how we can assist this
court further.” '

Among those charged
with murder are Coard’s
wife Phyllis, former Mo-
bilisation Minister Selwyn
Strachan, trade unionist
John “Chaulkie” Ventour,
and Major Leon Com-
wall, the former Ambas-
sador to Cuba.
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3T GEORGE’S, =
June 29 (CANA) f
Presiding Magistrate Lyle
St. Paul today acceded to a
‘defence request and ad-
journed until next Wednes-
day the resumption of a pre-
liminary inquiry into
‘murder charges against 20
‘military and political offi-
cials in Grenada’s ousted
‘leftwing Government.

ad] oumed once more

The all Jamaican defence team, led
by Queens Counsel Howard Hamil-
ton, had complained of not being
given enough time to consult their
clients and had threatened to walk
out of the proceedings if the adjourn-
ment was not granted.

Among the 20 accused are former
Deputy Prime Minister Bernard Coard, his
wife Phyllis, ex-army commander Hudson
Austin and senior military officers Ewart
Layne, Leon Cornwall, and Liam James.

The murder charges arose out of a
military coup last October in which Prime
Minister Maurice Bishop, three Cabinet

.
.

Ministers, and four close aldes were
gunned down at the height of a feud
between moderate and radical factions of
the leftwing ruling New Jewel Movement
(NJM).

Hamilton told today’s court session
which lasted about 15 minutes that wh”
he regretted that two days would b
as a result of the adjournment.
fence felt they would be “
prepared” to continue with
Wednesday.

The session wae
léngthy pnvate o
trate St. Paul.
teams, and
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Bishop murder inquiry resumes

From Alister Hughes
ST. GEORGE’S Grenada, July 4:

The prelimingry inquiry into the .

deaths of the late Prime Minister
Maurice Bishop and seven others
conrinued today in the St. George’s
Magistrate’s Court  before ief
Magstrate Lyle St. Paul.

{

Errol Seaton George, who had
commenced his evidence last week,
was recalled to the witness box and
completed his testimony shortly be-
fore the lunch interval.

With the completion of this evi-

* dence, the leader of the defence
tcam, Jamaican Barrister Howard
Hamilton, told St. Paul he had
agreed with the prosecution leader,
Trinidadian K D
that George would be’deferred while
that witness evidence was read back
to him and he would sign it as a
statement. - 3

Originally, St. paul opposed this '

- nation be completed before a wit-

- ing to prevent it being done the way
~the défg

Hudson-Phillips,

tion for the cross-examination to be

“deferred.

“It is the practice in Grenada that
the Cross-examination and re-exami-

ness’ evidence s taken as a dgposi-
von,” St. Paul said, “but I have
looked at the law and there is noth- -

nce wishes”.

|
" The second witness in this inqui-
ry, Sylvia Belmar, took the stand
after the lunch interval and was sill
giving her evidence-in-chief when the
adjuommment was taken this af-
ternoon. , y

Because this is a preliminary in-
quiry and not a trial, evidence given
may not be reported and cannot be
reported unless the magistrate finds
that the accused have a case to
answer and evidence i given in a
case in the High Court.

9 .
Before today’s hearing, Hamilton_

accused persons in the re-distribu-
tion, Hamilton ‘and his junior, Jac-

ine Samuels-Brown, now rep-
. Andy Mitchell, Bernard and

mes. .

, Coard, Leon Cornwall and

Norma Linton has had assigned
to her Selwyn Strachan, Dave Bartho-
lomew and John Ventour, while A. J.
Nicholson  represents Hudson, Aus-
tin, Lester -%edhead, Christopher
Stroude and Cosmos Richardson.

Ewart Layne, Calistus Berhard,
Raeburn Nelson and Fabian Gabriel
are represented by Earle Witter,
while Vincent Joseph and lan St
Bernard are the responsibility of Del-
ano Harrison. To Kdaurice rankson

“ have been assigned Cecil Prime and
Colville McBarnertt. ‘ y

Hamilton expressed the defence’s
appreciation = of the adjournment
granted by St. Paul until today and
said that, while the defence is not
fully prepared, they are sufficiently
prepared to proceed with the inquiry.

ith reference to the many com-
laints made last week by the de-
ence on behalf of their clients,
Hamilton said many of the problems
have been solved and the only mat-
ters remaining to be ironed out are

,, Woyj s1oquidu

suggestion but, after the lunch inter-  told St. Paul there has been a redis- -Q% g ISH OP those related to food, exercise-time
va%,ghc granted the defence’s applica- tribution of representation of the 20 - & - and
: , ; \ ;
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 Grenada — two hearts of

|

Q Is there any hope for the minorit
- alienated, betrayed

?peo‘ le

it

the ‘matter

ana dzszlluszoned 2

| 'by l)w1ght Whyhe

They were angry and be-
w1ldered

Maurice Bishop had promised
a progressive future for the
masses, and they were a part of it.

Salwa Osei and Judah James, two

. workers for the Grenadian revolu-
- tion who had spoken with convic-

—~—y

tion about the greatness of the
people’s revolutionary government
and its brand of popullst socnal-

_ism.

And they had spoken with equal
conviction about the evils of Ameri
can imperialism, and what they called
Westminster style bourgeois capital-
ism. That is when I met them first on
October 16th last year, three days
after Maurice Bishop had been locked

up by his Deputy Prime - Mlmster, :

Bernard Coard, and his Chief of Mili-
tary Staff, Hudson Austin.

They were concerned, but certain |

thar the wise people in the ruling
New Jewel Movement would “strug-
gle it out” sensibly. Those wise people
did resolve it. But as we know it was
a brutal resolution that killed Prime
Minister Bishop and probably more
than 150 other people; locked up the
society in a 24 hour curfew with

" warnings that curfew breakers would

be shot; and precipitated an invasion
by Amencan and Caribbean forces.

f
{

con, ».ztsed

fr

B
u

Shocked

- 1 saw them next on October 31st,
six days after the intervention.. They
were. shocked but relieved. The Coar-
d/Austin coup and its immediate
aftermath had left them terrified.
People’s revolutionary army soldiers
had taken lists of Bishop supporters,
and they were sure the next step
would be imprisonment or death. So
when the American and Caribbean
soldiers came in, the fear went, to be
replaced by confusion. The imperial-
ists had saved them, but they had
reservations.

Salwa said she hadn’t wanted a

* war, and she had hoped they could

have worked it out with appeals and
negotiations from the neighbouring
Caribbean states. But when Grenadi-
ans started killing each other, perhaps
it was a good thing there had geen an
invasion. | left Grenada that evening.



d to the island éaplyi in |
Maly,rea:rlxlcll'?1 lciad my third and longest

; f 2 | . T
SiEFEE GRENADA...TWO HEARTS
i g ith Grencraft, the govern- £, . ; : o - . ik

| i‘-::,',_'gwf,ﬁ handicraft making and i ; anoooe st

marketing company. Judah said they

tl were simply told their services weren't | Cont’d from Page 13

the voters in Zimbabwe were the same people is doing, how would you change it othei'vvié"@tr?
' needed any longer, no reasons gwefr.t

who were now registering voters in Grenada, You didn’t like what Coard and Austin were
revolution, and we believed him, the Barbadians?

They were surprised. ‘ without elections?

Grudges

But she felt lltx was beéguécs;lbf
| grudges held by the manager, a sup-
* gortgr ‘of the Coard faction in_the
coup, who oddly enough. was still in
charge. Their home had been bombed
during the intervention. P-R-A sol-

« \Q'.

emplacements  were nearby, as the

American medical school — the first |

objective of the American marm‘e:ﬁ——

was just across. the road. Now they :

were staying v\(ith friends.
How did they feel now?

We thouﬁht }/ou were a spy the
said. Now t ‘ pt m:
bona fides, and poured out their
feelings. The relief I heard just after

the intervention had faded. The impe- |
rialists had shattered the hope of the -

revolution. It had just been an excuse
to come in, because the American

4y

diers were their neighbours, and gun {

ey seemed to accept my ;

Criminals and communists
What about Coard and Austin?

They are criminals and communists, and their kind
of die-hard Soviet communism wouldn’t have
worked with Grenadians,

But weren't Maurice Bishop’s political
statements much the same as their’s?

No, we didn’t hear about Marxism and Leninism
and Communism and things like that from Mau-
rice. :

We then turned to voter registration and plans for

elections. They were worried that Eric Gairy —the
| man Maurice Bishop Had seized power from five
lnearsv before — would get back in. They didn’t

ave much faith in any of the other politicians.
And, it was all corrupt and manipulated by the

Americans anyway. Neither wanted to be registered -
‘or to vote. Salwa felt that Soviet communism and.
It

Amencan capitalism weren’t right for black people.
What Grenada needed was something like %o

e
Mugabe had in Zimbabwe.

Progressive government

Did I mean that the

ple who had called in
the Americans were

oing that, and had done

o Blood and..

' Would they think of registration now?
No, because it was Westminster politics, and not
progressive politics. » ¥
What did they mean by that?

Capitalist and colonialist. -~

' In what way? - - ‘

Chhanging the government every five years and all

’4«
But suppose you don’t like what a government

doing, how would you have got rid of them
It would have been blood, but... vt B

I left them with that and a few other thoughts. But
they still had no jobs, and nowhere to turn. = !
There are big development plans afoot in Grenada.
The new airport — the one President Reagan said
was being built to export communism — is beihg
completed with American and Canadian help to
import tourists. The next five years will see a five-
fold increase in hotel rooms and facilities, and.
development in agriculture and supporting services.
And elections will be held by the end of the year
— the first truly free vote n a generation. And
there is no evidence that the Americans are manip-
ulating the political process. Hopes are high gener-
ally, and the medium term job outlook is good. :
But is there hope for the minority of people like

Judah and Salwa? Alienated, betrayed, cq'[afused

and disillusioned? ‘

.

students weren’t in danger.

Did they think the elections in Zimbabwe that_

Victimised A | ‘had put Mugabe in power had been fair? .
: e M R Yes, because\it is a progressive government.. :
But you told me when 1 saw you | Did they kngw that the people who registered

last that you feared for your lives. el
Yes that is true, we feel thel‘jg:'Wq‘i_'_ivld
have been a civil war, but 1t'wg)5g\;él§i
have been better for Grenadians to

. o
have “struggled it out” for themselves. |

But most people I have spoken to
are glad the Americans came.

We don’t agree. Since they came 'in
we have been victimised; we’ve it)§t
our jobs, lost our home, and the'rcj:‘s
nobody to help us. And nobody has
given us any reasons why. - o

i

Did you know about the one hun-
d;edy‘:)r so people that Maurice
Bishop had locked up without
giving them any _reasons? o

s

i AT TR

Those were counter-revolutionaﬁeﬁ.::

What had they done?

R

s

We don’t know, but Maurice told‘r_t;;s
they were working against the w

Cont’d on Page 16
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PRESS BOX

By Balford Henry
Minister of National Security and
Justice, the Hon. Winston Spauld-
ing, was in a fiery mood last week
Tuesday as he dealt with the claim
made some months ago by the
PNP that Jamaican soldiers in the
Grenada were being paid by the

us. -

Mr. Spaulding roared that it
was regrettable that such “a won-
derful national e

such a way.

He said: “Although there was .

no political unanimity because of

the ideological differences in the ¥

region, because of the ideological
differences in the country, because
some people look to Russia and
Cuba and irrespective of what
happens they cannot support prin-
cipled behaviour because it may

contradict their political line, (it

was felt) at least that the political
differences would stop there.

“But the PNP at their so-called

forum have made the statement, a

false statement without any basis |
which could easily have been |

checked, stating that the JDF sol-
diers were being provided through
the Government of Jamaica by the
Americans with an allowance of
United States dollars, and that the
Government of Jamaica was taking
out a part of it and only giving a
small portion to the Jamaican
soldiers.

“That, Mr. Speaker, was an
outright lie and a piece of mischie-
vous dirty propaganda,” said Mr.
Spaulding.

He said that after the statement

~was made and was prominently
reported, his Ministry and the JIS

issued releases denying it, but

some sections of the media chose
not to publish it. As a result some
soldiers still believed and were
scribbling graffiti supporting that
view.

“Mr. Speaker, I am just asking
all these shadow spokesmen to
become substantial figures and be-
have in a responsible manner. If
not they will remain shadows and
will never become Ministers.”

“We do not take important,
serious and sensitive national areas
like that, and because of your
ideological position, you come out
and tell lies. Because the easiest
thing is to take up the phone call
the Chief of Staff, call the Perma-
nent Secretary in the Ministry, call
me and see if you can get the
facts.”

At one point, the Speaker had
to wam Mr. Spaulding about his
usage of un-parliamentary language
when he used the phrase “a damn
sight” as he spoke on the situation
at the Supreme Court.

Mr. Spaulding was speaking
abour improvements in the accom-
modation at the Supreme Court
Building. He said that when he
took over as the Minister he had
to personally request the assistance
of a friend with a cleaning service
to go down to the Supreme Court
to clean the Chambers that were
filthy.

“When [ went there, Mr.

eaker, rain was falling through
the roof, it was uninhabitable. You

had buckets which had been set to

“which she suggested

Western St.Catherine) who wants
adhesive judicial stamps eliminated
from the legal process because
they waste foreign exchange and
were useless.

On Wednesday, Mrs. Hyacinth
Knight (Western St.Mary) made
her first speech in the Chf"l‘?ﬁur’ﬁ
,;-¢13e7he casino
as becoming
g “blown out
- Mr. Ryan Peralto
(East Central Kingston) gave a

let th 1
its‘;u:,t ;sesﬁzo};lf

it
olitical and w?

SPAULDING...on
defensive on matters con-
cerning position of soldiers
in Grenada.

the

the development of the slums:in
the Corporate Area and urged a

long-term development plan to

eliminate them. -

Mr. Peralto’s speech was based
on a survéy which he had done of
a large section of his constituency
known popularly as “South.” He
suggested that.other Members fol-
low his lead because there was
hardly much they could do about
such areas unless theyknew what
needed to be done.

The main speaker was the Hon.
Bruce Golding, Minister of Con-
struction, who claimed that one of
the main problems in his constitu-
ency was finding a cemetery site.

Mr. Golding pointed out that
Spanish Town’s services were un-
der tremendous pressure because
of its over-sized population — a
situation he attributed to migration
of people from the rural areas who
were heading for Kingston and
couldn’t quite make it and, people
from Kingston who wanted to get
away from the city but couldn’t go
any further.

Mr. Golding said that because
of the shortage of space, there
were people literally carrying their
houses on their backs seeking a
resting place.

The Hon. Anthony Johnson,
Minister of State for Agriculture:
“That is a national problem.”

Turning to the necessity for
space to bury the dead, Mr. Gold-
ing said the grave diggers in Span-

ish Town had threatened to stop

digging because the cemetery was
so over-crowded that every time
they dug, they were meeting upon

ones.
be

P,

rather scholarly interpretation of

Lo o9 56

ooV e

F 'MEN: Soldiers of the Jamaica Defence Force seen from

Gleaner file photo displaying some of the weapons captured

during the invasion of Grenada.

1ol | N

Grenada and especially the leader
of the contingent, Colonel Ken
Barnes, had “not been praised
enough, was supported by Mr.
Spaulding; Mr. Derrick Smith
(West Central. Kingston) who
- wanted National Heroes’ Park up-
-graded for recreational and cultu-
_ral . activities, including the re-
“opening  of the once famous
“Town Moor” cycle track; and
“Mr._Audley Woodhouse (North-

some of the work from Spanish
Town to Orange Street in Kingston
had to be withdrawn, because the
new site was unsuitable.

Mr. Golding said that the peo-
ple of Spanish Town were saying
that Kingston had “taken away the
capital; they had taken away King’s
House; they had taken away the
Registrar of Companies; now the
want the Registrar General’s Of-
fice. Why :lglon’t they take the
gallows as well?”

be told that the money had been
spent to build two smaller markets
in other parishes.

On the Registrar General’s Of-
fice, he said that earlier plans
made to shift

that Parliament ~needs to
brought into modern times.”
| Other speakers Tuesday
were: Colonel Leslie Lloyd (East
Central St. Andrew), whose view
| that the soldiers who went to which had been

S ©




|

|

collect water and the buckets

themselves were leaking. What I

am saying is that that does not
mean that what obtains today is
good, but it means that what exists
today is a damn sight better...”
(loud applause).

The Speaker (The Hon. Alva
Ross): “Please control that temper
there. Don’tcontinue on that line.”

Mr.Spaulding: “Is the objec-
tion to damn, Sir. If it is un-parlia-
mentary | stand corrected and I
stand instructed why it is. I think
that Parliament needs-to be
brought into modern times.”

Other akers Tuesday
were: Colonel Leslie Lloyd (East
Central St. Andrew), whose view
that the soldlers who went to

He said that not everyone could
afford the prices charged at the
Dovecot Park. However, he was
ﬁlad that Bernard Lodge Estates

ad offered some 30 acres of land

_to build-a cemetery.

He said that a market should
have been built sometime ago in
the town, but because of a quarrel
over where it should be located, it
was not built. He said that since
becoming the Member of Parlia-
ment for the area, he had settled
the dispute over the siting, only to
be told that the money had been
spent to build two smailer markets
in other parishes.

On the Registrar General’s Of-
fice, he said that earlier plans
which had been made to shlft
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