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SUMMARY 

This  presenta t ion reviews some of  the  pract ices  associa ted  

wi th  bui ld ing maintenance ,  a  sub-sec tor  of  the  cons t ruct ion indus t ry,  

and repor ts  on an  invest iga t ion carr ied  out  in to  such ac t iv i t ies  

a t  an educat ional  ins t i tu t ion .  The document  may be  considered as  

d ivided in to  four  main  par ts : -

The f i r s t  (Sect ion 1)  provides  an  in t roduct ion to  the  topic  

and presents  

( i )  def ini t ions  of  the  te rms to  be  used throughout  

the  work 

( i i )  an  apprecia t ion of  the  s ign i f icance  and role  

of  bui lding maintenance  

and ( i i i )  cer ta in  areas  in  which i t  is  fe l t  tha t  the  

need exis t s  for  research work in  th is  f ie ld .  

The technologica l  aspects  of  bui ld ing maintenance  are  examined 

in  the  next  par t  (Sect ions  2 ,3 ,4  and 5) .  Being concerned with  a l l  

the  factors  which inf luence  and cause  the  need for  maintenance  work,  

i t  looks  a t  such topics  as  the  deter iora t ion of  mater ials ,  s t ruc tural  

defects  in  components ,  and the  inf luence  of  preva i l ing  des ign and 

const ruct ion prac t ices  on maintenance  and mainta inabi l i ty .  Highl ighted 

here  a re: -

( i )  some of  the  pract ices  involved in  the  proper  

t r eatment  and use  of  mater ia ls  so  as  to  reduce 

the  incidence  and sever i ty  of  maintenance  

problems 
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and ( i i i )  s ta te-of- the-ar t  techniques  for  dea l ing wi th  

physica l  defects  which inevi tably  wil l  a r ise .  

This  par t  a lso  presents  another  s ide  of  bu i lding maintenance,  

tha t  of  housekeeping and groundskeeping services .  

Severa l  aspects  of  bui lding maintenance  management  a re  reviewed 

next  (Sect ion 6) .  Steps  required  fo r  long- term pol icy  formulat ion ,  

var ious  planning,  cont rol ,  execut ion and informat ion sys tems,  the  

impor tance  of  labour  management  and the  need fo r  safety  procedures  

a re  g iven .  

In  the  f ina l  par t  (Sect ion 7)  var ious  areas  of  maintenance  

operat ions  carr ied  out  on the  S t .  August ine  Campus of  U.W.I ,  a re  

examined.  Pre l iminary  data  on maintenance  expendi ture  cover ing 

the  per iod 1973 to  1982 i s  presented and evaluated.  Recommendat ions  

for  improved opera t ions  are  a lso  made.  

The repor t  ends  by summaris ing the  f indings  of  the  inves t igat ion 

and draws conclus ions  re la t ing  to  the  path  which must  be  fo l lowed 

i f  main tenance  i s  to  a t ta in  i t s  proper  and r ightfu l  p lace  in  the  

bui lding engineer ing and management  process .  


