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Musculoskelsta! disarioms (MS1}) gre conditions (at oecur over 2 perind of time and
affect the nerves, pndons, masales, joims and ligamenis. Ocoupationn! exposucs deals
with a mere specific assect of pmscuwloskeletal disardars called work  relalsd
musculosiceleral dEsordens TWRNMSDs). Sincs the year 2000, revearchers hive discoversd
s dramatic 68 w the number of MSUs reported by indivicusls, Information ahoeut
muscuioskeleia! heulds i» Trinidad end Tobapo is limited. Therefors this researeh profect
ums to centribvie ixfbumation ohoui the stmus of museclosieles! health (o e
population end alse some of tha cansal factors of these disorders. Lhis is impottast

ccauae it can lead to a reduction in tiw MSDs once the causal factors erc knowr and
correeted. As such. MSDs ansiog fan eccupationzl v social exposure were proflifed in
urder W eslablish exposure-response relationsksps |1 #s the hope of this soup that,
inrongh this work and the work ol our colleagnizs in this area, means right be discovered
0 cope with and ritignte i3 grewing crisis. Ta this end, tvo lypes of sowees were
helpfal; primary aud secordary Cala,

Over a2 six-weoek pericd, primary deta, in the form of palient rscands from the Erc
Williams Medical Sciences Complex (EWNMST) &t Mount Hope General lospital was
gatbercd by the thros-member gronp for amalvsis to represent the compmrsiy.
Additionally. da= from the Occupational Health sixd Saisty Division (GHSD) wos alao
tnabyzed to reprosent the induatry,



The theee wost corunon diserdens in the compmnily were Fractures, Osicoartwits zod
Cervical Spondylosis with valees of 31%, 13% and 139 respectively. lractures
frequently occurred in (he age grogp 200 29 and 30-59. Oateonrtheitis occerred in paticars
over 40 years. There wae cvidenoe of Corvical Snondylosis occurring e the aye wroup
20-29 years »ur & higher arevalence of this disorder was abserved (n patients over 50
years. fhe data for industzial aocident from the OYSD copsidering the zelationships
between type of accident and fatality showed that non-fadal acc:dents were 93% whedeas
the [aal accidents werg 7940 I was concligted from the EWMSC dale thay Ostanorthritis
and Cerviesl Spondylosis are age related musculoskeletal disorders.  Lhe cenchision
draam for the OHSD data vwas that there were more non-futal accidents then fital but the
kigh percentage of non-fatal wceidents Lias a sign fivant impacl on the preductivity of the

corspany and the possibility of an increzse in chronic disorders within the eociaty.



