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sbiird Werld: a view from India

Maurice Bishop-a fiery, foarloss fig

Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment will be mssing Maurice
Bisnop. His assailants have made

the world poorer by removing
him from the scene. He had
come as the lender of delega-

tion ‘from Grenada at tme Se-
venth Non-Aligned sumrait iu
Maurch ©nd  contrtbuted 1ouch
mere than  Could be - expected
tom the Head of a tiny island
slate like Grenada,

At {he NAM summit he made
it very clear Jat  his people
stood for NOn-Alignment and
the principles of anti-imperialism
anti-culopialism, anti-neocolonia-
lism, anti-reciSm and anti-zion-
ism Bishop telt that imperialism
was uying  desperately 1o
divide and derail, our movement.’

In his leadership of the New
Deini  sumzaiy, Greoada, propvss
ed measureS for fundamenval in-
slituvlonal rerorm of the world
Bank and International Mone-
tary Fund. He also vigorously
supported the necess:ty fOr ‘im-
‘mediate and ~unconditional glo-
bal econumic negcliations’ and
pleaded for strengthening con-

crete South-South cooperation.”

‘Bishop put before the Sum-
mit a proposal for a Watch-
dog committee of the Non-align-
ed movement to view the opéra:
tlonal processes and methods of
the international financial insti-
tutions. ‘Our own experience
in both World-Bank and
IMF is very revealing. In the
case of World Bank for €x-
ample, they have said that our
economy is too small. and there-
fore, they are not sble to send
us money. .. In the casé of the
IMF, they have applied 8 num-
ber of new sets of conditionali’y
uunjust conditionality, in rela-
tion to Grenada. For example ‘n
a recent application for extend-
ed fund facility, they insisted
thet the World Bank must first
endorge our public investment
programme. And the Worll
Bank refused to do O
And that is the very first time
in the history of these institu-
tions that the TMF insisted ~on
getting World Bank endorsement
before considering an IMF loan.f

Bishon cirenlated a document
for the establishment of Watch-
dog Committee for the move-
ment that will oversee the oper
ations ©f the World Bank and
the TMF relations with countries
of thig movement. He also sug-
gested that a review Commis-
glon be set up to review the
senorts of World Benk on dif
ferent countrics of the moce
ment. g

Bishop also supported the idea
of debtors cartel which would
use the threat to default of
non-payment of foreign loans as
a means of pressure for global
negotiations. “What is quite clear
{s that the Bretton Woods sys-

i
-

tem has collapsed right from the
beginning it was designed for
the' develpped world, at the time
when it was set up. There were
not very many independent coun-
trics around in any event...And
we certainly believe that a time
has come for fundumental and
radical revamping of that sys-
tem and that the development
of a new approach to interna-
tiong) financial problems new
international financial instity-
tions and a new inierna] mone-
tary system in general,

At his press conférence dur-
ing ‘the New Delhi summit refer
enccg  were made  about IJS
threats. Replying to a question
Bishop referred to a Washington
Post article that essentially said
that sometime in the waiadle of:
1981, the US Senate Intelligence

Committee considgered a plan
from the CIA to destabilise Gre-
nada, That plan spoke of prOpa-
ganda, economic, politica] and
military destablisation and whai
they described as ‘Other unexer-
cised methods Washington post
article also said that when this
plan was put before President
Carter, he rejectea most parts
of the plan except propaganda
destabilisation, and it seemed to
imply that President Reagan ad-
ded to some of President Cur-
ter’s original positions.

Bishop said/ “we knew from
the very first weck that a nor-
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mal b10ckade of Grenada  way
contemplated; this was disclosed

In Newsweek
Threafter

in March 1979,

tablisation, And over the years,
W€ can honestly " say  that we
have seen all  forms of gest.
abilisation.”

He wanted that the Caribbean
region be declared  zone of
peace. But he said, “The conti-
Nuing activities of the US in par.
ticular in creating tension in the
region through aggressive  and
hostile manouvers, through the
attempts to perpetuate their own
ideology and belief on the dif-
ferent Latin American and Car-
be§n_ nations, through '.attempts
to try to force all countries ln
the region into accepung | the

philosupny  of “backyardision—-
tab 1S 10 say that Caribbean Sea
i5 thejr backyard, though attem.
pting to tell countr:es who they
must be friendly with, through
attempting to tell countries how
they must. built until that policy
is ended. I think we are going
to continue to have problems in
the region,” !

Why was the US hostile to-

wards Grenada? Grenada’s was
the first revolution in the Eng-

lish speaking Caribbean region

end the US feared that a prece-

we had information
about the CIA terrorist plan. So
the entire history of oyr young
revolution has been one of dea.
ling with different torms of des-

dent was set by Grenadas f£or chooses..

others to follow, “Tney are cors
cérned that a particutar path of
development that we have been
following might be one . thau
courd become autractive TO OTher
countries 1n the region, The favt
Is that the people of vhe region
have paturaity been excited Dy
events 1n Grenada. A nNumber ot
fundamental changes have becn
taken place, free educatvion, free

decides "to’'send

to make a humber: os
communists ministers in his gog-
ernment, Reagan cbjects.  angd
when the French government
humanitarian
assistance through Red Cress ‘to
the war victims ‘of El Salvador,
Reagah objécts. And then Other
European ' countries decide that
they are going to sign up the
contract with the Soviet Gove
ernment on  the gasline deas,

health care, housing repalr pro* Reagan also Objects when we try

grammes, free meal disirlbuulon ¢,

obtain  funds for = intecs

and the like, We have beeil pational airport projects = from'
able to achieve over 14 per cenl the European economic commus

economic growth over
growth last year. UnemploymenZ
1 Our counlry has moOved trom

four years, a 5.6 pur cent redl gg all young

the past nity,

1§ '1 4 W
Bishop told us that day
(March 9 1983), “We have had
révolutions have

49 per cent in 1979 10 14 P°T had g number of counter-revolu-
cént at this timeé - a drop ©f tionary plots in the country. Qu
apout 75 per cent in 4 years. two of ' the occasions, the peo-

There is an attempt in Grenads, ple who

were invalved in the

a conscious one of building 8 Dew plot admitted of CIA invoive-

soclo-econOmic and political syS" ment. In oOne case m

.October |

tem and the people of the re- 1979 'the CIA was supposed to.

gion are watching this. have
asked about the evi- grmg accotdlng to the

When

sent in two boats wi'a,
.ctua'(

dence, Maurice ' Bishop pointed conspirators of the plot. like-

Out that
manouevre of the US Navy in
August 1981 was a full dress re-
hearsa] for a posuble invasion

Amba avd  Ameriu€ wise on June 19, 1oso there was

a bomb biast m St Georgls
when al| of us were gathered on’
Heroea bay ra!ly. and a bomb

Vigorous

anti-imperialtist - poumes pmsued by
Maurice Bisnop, we Liery rriame Muuster of e

tiny Caribpean 1siand counlry of Urenaud, anu-
gomsed the U.S. his poweriul enemies engineered

his downrail 1n a coup tnat suvsequenty lea Lo S, .
assassination -— a raite not uncominon to those wao -,

'dety the big and the mugnty. = po

During mis presence m N

:

on the media men. K. M.

»

ew Delhi a.t the Seventh

Non-Augned Summut, Bishop left a deep Impression

Surivastava narrates hus

impressions of the man and the words he spuke.

of Grenada. He pointed out
that ‘“Amba aclually appeared
on the fmap of Unenauy ' near
the locauon of a pew inter-
national airport site. “The muan
who led that particular military
manoeuvre, Rear Admiral Mac-
kewrie: 1N a press conierence On
Bejouca adrhiuvted thst the man-
O€uvr€ was against ‘what he cal-
led one ‘of the three islands -—
Cuba, - Nicaragua and Grenadi.
He said that the jsland has an
army of about 2,000 troops,
which Bishop had ftared was a
full dress rehearsal for anm inva-
sion of Grenada,

Maurice  Bishop had said
about Reagan, ‘“‘We believe that
Reagan . himself is' g kind of
crusader that he believes thae
he can whip everybody into line;
that he has abSOlu‘l(‘iy _no rey

was Set up which s=nt gver 102
0of our peupie LO  lospiial Ay
kuled uprec young peopie 10 Qut .
country. That bomb was, of
course, armed ai the enuure lea-
dership which was on the plat-
form. Foruwunately, the¢ chary?
was not strong e€nough (¢ bring
the platform down. Bul agaily -
‘the = péople involved in that
particular plot nabled the CIA
as having been involved In sup
plying them with a particulst -
technology which has cerlainiiy
been alien to Grenada.” .
Thus° Maurice 'Bishop had
warned uS whet may happen to
him and his country. However.
the wOrld community could not
prevent the association 0f Maw
rice Bishop and later the U.S.
forces ‘put into actual practice .
the Amba’'and Ambaiine mancue.

pect for the views of any coun- vre diplomacy to European capl-

try — big and small,

ly significant that even in deal- co-financing

It is highe tals 10bbying not tu attend the

confeience, My

ing with countries jike France ‘point is that, really, Rergan s
or just little countres like Gre trylng to whip the whole world
nada that you cen oerely see on into line and into shepe.  And
the map. Reagan’: attitude i8 that muSt have meny aspects —

one that I have just spoken o°.
So, when

economic, political, miiitkry and

Presidenc Mltteran“ dlplOmaﬂ" "
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