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SECTION I .  INTRODUCTION 

The numbers of Lophocateres pusillus Klug. occurring 

in badly infested paddy in Trinidad and British Guiana are suf­

ficient to raise the question as to whether the damage they cause 

is insignificant, and to suggest a more detailed study of the l ife 

history than was undertaken by Chittenden in 1916. 

Although L.pussillus has been known for over half a 

century, the l iterature on i t  is limited to short notices in con­

nection with i ts technical description or records of i ts occurrence 

in new localities. 

According to Chittenden (1905), L. pusillus made i ts 

first appearance in the New World in 1893 when i t  was first observed 

in rice and other exihibits from Siam, Ceylon and Liberia at the 

Worlds Columbian Exposition in Chicago0  It  was not until  1905 that 

i t  became established on the North American continent, Chittenden 

(1916) reports i ts occurrence firstly in 1903 in corn in Peru, then 

in 190L,  in rice from Java, and in 1906 in rice from Guatemala, 

where i t  also occurred on black beans and is of the opinion that 

L, pusillus arrived in North America via Charleston, S.C,, where 

millers had for some years been importing rice from Siam and other 

points in the Orient, 

In 1909, states Chittenden (1916), i t  was reported on 

eggplant and gourd seeds, and beans from Siam; in rye and flour in 

Texas, and in paddy imported into the U.S.A. from India and traced 

to Demarara. 

Reyne (192t) found L, pusillus on Sesamum seed in 

Surinam. In 1926 Roepke reported that he had observed the insect 

attacking stored shelled rice in Java, but doing l it tle harm. 

Zacher (1926) found L, pusillus in macaroni in Germany. In Malaya 

Corbett and Padgen (19U1) noticed that rice in the bush was only 1  

suitable to the insect if  the husks were damaged. Larvae of L. 

pusillus were discovered feeding on damaged tissues of dried 

bananas from the Ivory Coast,  examined at Marseilles by Clement in 

L 191+5. 



191+5• Landani and Swank (195^) used L. pusillus in tests of 

Pyrethrum in wheat in Georgia. Lastly, Baeta Neves (195M 

reports i ts presence in Portugal in stored products. 

L.pusil lus is worldwide in its distribution and apart 

from the original description, no work has been done in the 

investigation of the l ife history and habits of this insect.  

» 

> 


