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Bioblitz goes to deep south
=
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TT Field Natural-
ists’ Club [TTENC),
ahng with the Uni-
versity of the West
Indies Zoslogy Mu-
seum, will once again
run their annual
BioBlitz this week
end. This year marks
the sixth biohlitz (an
intense survey of
hiodiversity in a par-
ticular area). Previ-
ours years have taken
the event to Tucker
Valley, Arima Valley,
Mariva Swamp, Char-
lotteville and Port of
Spain.

Ir b4 a comman com
plaint that southern
Trinidad, especially
the “deep south,” is
owerlooked by event
organisers, so 1 deci-
sion was made to go s
far south as poasihle,
all the Wy dowen 1o
Trinidads “hig toe™ -
lewoms. The southwest
peninsula is the home
of mangroves, forests,
coconut plantations,
mud volcanoes, gas
seeps, beaches, rivers,
and swamip habitats
that support a myriad
network of organisms.
The area has been
heavily affected by hu-
mans over the vears,
with much of the :sri;'.:
inal forest n,-pl.h;nl
h!' oncal {extensive
CORcHnug rl.'.nl.'.l ionsl,
The coastline has
also been affected by
more natural forces,
with erosion in some
areas and accretion in
others. [Mespile this,
there is still much 1o
be discovered. Owing
1o ils chose proximily
1o Venezuela, only
seven kilometres away

TAPSIY WA TR
FISLE SATURALISTS CLLIE
across the Columbus
Channel, lcacos has
eften been an entry
]x:—inr for ol soris of
int.,'mriug animals
il pl.uLh. swhich rafg
across on maks of veg-
etation,

The biohlitz brings
1ug«-|lwr schenlists,
nalwralists, nalure
lovers and the public
in an exciling recre
ational setting, ideal
for lewrning, exploring
amd liming. Around
100 specialisns will
gather at the base
campp al the leacos
Government Primary
Schoal mot only o
survey for wildlife bat
also o share those
ﬁrlJ:ng;\ with the
public.

The 24 hours of
surveying will begin
al poon on Saturday,
when teams of scien
tists and volunteers
will begin collecting
data on all the plants,
insects, fish, algae,
fumgi, repailes, am-
phibians, mammals,
amd birds they can
find. For some, like
the plant and fungi
teams, it will be a case
of walking through
the forests and phn-
Iugr.lphlng-::-r iden-
1iE:. inl.: what 111:\1.' [y
ri.ght in frong of them:
SOME SPeCineens may
be colledied and taken
hack 1o base camp for
z closer ook,

For edher teams,
NOEE Spet Talized
equipment is wsed.
The mammal group
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F Marine creatunes
like p'l.'uni.lun. Chher
Eroups, like thiose
Innl:ing fir smeakes,
frogs and :n'nq:":nln.
will Ret their best re-
sults at njl"'h{ h:.' walk-
ing the forests to ook
for these mocturnal
creatures by torch
light,

ICACOS continues
on page 26A

has set up trail cam
eras b soe what can
b found walking
through the forests al
night and mist nets to
I:-mpur:.ri.l:.' catch bats
s they can be identi-
lied and then released,
The aguat ic team will
wse & varigty of mets,
grabs and traps to
find fish, crustaceans
and molluscs, as well
as some of the small

The baautiful lcacos constling has been affected by natural forces, with gno-
a0 P S0P Afeas ard accretion in othees

Hosein's Light's Tiles & Bath
¥ nion Road Marabella
B=T465, G38-6876

leshath. com
ahoo.com

STAINLESS STEEL KITCHEN SINKS
SINGLE BOWL WITH DRAIN
BOARD @ $250.00 VI
_ DOUBLE BOWL = $549.00 V1

SUNDAY 5TH NOVEMBER
3:00-3:30 PM
DEACON DEREK WALCOTT

/ Accompanied by
- GILLIAN SEECHARAN

OPENING ROURS:

Monday - Thursday: 10am - 7pm = Friday and Saturday: 10am - Spm™
Sunday: 12 noon - 6pm

From Friday 15t December to Soturday 23rd December

Maonday - Saturday: 10am - 9pm | Sunday: 12 noon - Spm

i T WESTMALL

Sunday 24th December; 10am - Bpm A
“We're open Iate on Friday and Saturday, starting Friday 10th November



